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PREFACE. 

Although  theft  Sermons  were  preached  in  Scot* 
land^  and  have  fame  reference  to  the  cafe  of  that  church 
and  land  under  her  prefent  divifions  and  backflidings ; 
y^t  they  are  compofed  in  fuch  a  fttain,  ai  to  be  ufeful 
and  applicable  to  any  church  under  the  like  diftemperSf 
which,  alas  !  is  the  cafe  ot  the  moft  part.  What  re- 
medies can  be  fo  cfFe£lual  to  cure  them  of  thcfe  erils^ 
as  thcfe  propofed  in  the  following  Difcourfes ;  to  wit^ 
the  excellent  Balm  of  Gilead,  and  the  glorious  miniftra*  > 
tion  of  the  Spirit  i  If  it  were  the  gracious  will  of  God 
to  difpofe  all  the  bifhops  and  minivers  of  Britain  and 
Irelandi  to  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  open  up  and  re* 
commend  thefe  noble  remedies  to  their  people,  it  would 
contribute  greatly  to  heal  their  maladies,  and  increafe 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  thefe  lands.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  but  thofe  who  are  confecrated  to  fpiritual  oN 
fices  would  be  more  fuitably  and  profitably  employed 
in  this  work,  than  in  attending  courts,  and  purfuing  fe- 
cular  defigns. 

Seeing  now  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  beginmng  to  a« 
wake,  and  many  are  excited  to  run  to  and  fro  for  in- 
creafinggofpel- knowledge,  and  labour  to  propagate  the 
do£trine  of  falvation  through  the  imputed  righteoufhefs 
of  the  (lain  Lamb  of  God  :  And,  feeing  the  Lord  is 
pleafed,  in  fundry  parts  of  the  world,  to  give  counten* 
ance  to  thefe  endeavours  by  the  out- pouring  of  his  Spi- 
rit, for  awakening  many  fouls  to  an  inquiry  and  fearch 
after  true  happinefs  through  the  bleffed  Jefus,— It  doth 
highly  concern  all  gofpel-minifters  and  preachers  to  con« 
cur  in  helping  forward  the  Lord's  work«  by  proclaiming 
the  faving  dodrine  and  offers  of  free  grace  to  the  world, 
and  to  exert  themfelves  for  removing  out  of  the  way  all 
letts  and  hinderances  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  that  to 
his  dominion  may  fpread  from  fea  to  fea,  through  all 
nations  of  the  earth. 

In  the  following  Sermons  I  have  made  fome  inquiry 

into  the  times  and  feafons  of  the  increafe  of  Chriit's 

kingdom :  and  becaufe  this  is  greatly  connettcd  with 
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the  deftrufiion  of  Antichrift,  I  have  mentioned  fome 
conjedures  and  calculations  about  the  time  of  his  fall : 
though  I  think  none  (hould  be  too  bold  or  peremptory 
in  fiung  die  precife  time,  but  all  ought  to  wait  patient- 
ly until  God's  fet  time  (hall  come.  All  may  now  per* ' 
ceive  Antichrift  vifiblyrifcn  and  difcovered.  Nay,  we 
have  fcen  him  arrived  at  hit;  pomp  and  height  about 
1 500  years  after  Chrift.  Since  that  time  the  Lord  hath 
begun  to  wa(te  and  confume  himi  by  the  revival  of  re- 
ligion and  learning  in  the  world.  As  his  rife  was  gra« 
dual,  fo  (hall  his  confumption  be.  He  hath  now  been 
labouring  under  a  deadly  confumption  above  thefe  200 
years  paft.  The  wound  given  him  is  deep  and  mortal  $ 
fo  whatever  pains  be  taken  fometimes  to  heal  it,  all 
(hall  be  in  vain:  For,  as  Chrift  muft  increafe,  fo  An- 
tichrift muft  decreafe,  and  be  quite  ruined  at  length,  as. 
is  (hewed  in  the  following  Difcourfes.  May  all  the  lo« 
vers  of  Chrift  pray  fervently,  and  look  out  for  that  bleC- 
fed  and  joyful  time. 


DUNDEE,? 
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SERMON    L 

Jek.  ruu  20,  21,  22. 

TA^  barvefi  is  pafiy  tbefummer  is  ended ^  and  we  aremH 
44n)ed»  For  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  am  I  hurt^ 
I  am  black :  Aflonijhment  hath  taken  hold  of  me.  Is  there 
no  bairn  im  GUeadf  Is  there  no  pbyjician  there  ?  Why 
then  is  not  the  health  of  the  daugbter  of  my  people  recovered^ 

IN  the  preceding  part  of  this  chapter  we  hvn  repre* 
fented  a  great  deftruf^ion  that  God  was  aboat  to 
bring  upon  a  finful  people,  and  the  confternation  the 
whole  laod  (hoald  be  in  upon  the  alarm  thereof.  The 
fins  of  Judah  were  come  to  a  great  height,  whereby 
God  was  provoked  to  let  loofe  the  Chaldeans  againft 
them.  The  prophet  was  himfelf  an  eye  witnefs  of  the 
oppreilion  and  defolation  of  his  country  and  the  church 
of  God  by  the  Chaldean  arnfiy ;  and  he  forefaw  ftill 
greater  judgments  and  calamities  coming  upon  them^ 
whereby  both  he  and  the  ferious  people  of  the  land 
were  greatly  afie£ted|  and  put  to  lament  their  cafe  be* 
fore  the  Lord*  Among  other  things,  they  lament  the 
difappointment  of  their  erpediation  of  healing  and  de«- 
liverancc  from  diftrefs^  ver.  15.   ^   We   looked  for 

peace. 
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peace,  but  no  good  came,  and  for  a  time  of  health,  and 
behold  trouble/'  They  fometimes  had  hopeful  and 
promifing  feafons,  when  they  expeftcd  relief ;  but  after 
all  their  waiting  they  were  difappointed ;  thefe  likely 
times  of  healing  were  loft.  Hence  they  are  put  to  fay, 
"  The  harveft  is  paft,  the  fummer  is  ended,  and  we  are 
not  faved."  Summer  and  harveft  are  proper  feafons  of 
aft  ion,  opportunities  for  armies  to  take  the  field,  to 
fubdue  enemies,  and  bring  about  deliverance  for  an  op-  | 

prefled  people :  The  winter  that  follows  is^  not  a  fit 
feafon  for  adion.  It  is  fad  when  likety  feafons,  for 
faving  a  people  from  temporal  enemies  and  grievances, 
are  loft  \  hilt  it  is  yet  fadder  for  them  to  lofe  hopeful 
and  promifing  feafons  for  faving  of  their  fouls.      Fhc  j 

lofs  of  fuch  harveft  or  fummer-days  for  our  fouls  is 
the  greateft  ground  of  lamentation.     The  prophet  be-  , 

ing  deeply  fenfible  of  his  peoples  lofs  and  calamitous  ; 

condition,  he  is  grievoufly  diftreif^^d  for  them,  ver.  2i*  i 

**  For  the  hurt  x)f  the  daughter  of  my  people  am  I  hurt, 
1  am  black,"  &c.  %te  daughter  of  m'^  people  is  a  common 
Hebraifm  ufed  in  fcripture,  and  it  fignifies  the  body  of 
the  people  of  Jud ah,  which  was  God's  vifible  church 
tjpgn  earth ;  their  hurt  and  diftrefs  did  affeft  the  holy 
man  in  the  moft  tender  manner,  and  drew  for^h  his 
fympathy  with  them.     Upon  this  account,  faith  he,  '*  I  '! 

am  black,'*  1  have  Ipft  my  wonted  colour,  my  face  is  ;, 

turned  blackidi,  or  1  go  in  blackj^  as  mourners  do.     I  '| 

am  aftoniflied  and  troubled  the  more  that  I  fee  no  ap*  '[ 

pearance  of  relief  for  tHcm  in  their  diftrefs,  their  cafe  \ 

fcems  to  be  hopetcfs  and  incurable.     Upon  which  he  \ 

puts  the  queftion,  ver,  22.  "  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gi-  , 

lead  ?  Is  there  no  phyOcian  there  ?  Why  then,"  &c.  Is  ** 

there  no  balm  for  the  diftrefled  church,  no  phyiician  ^ 

for  a  difeafed  land  ?     It  is  generally  thought  the  qucf-  J 

tion  doth  not  import  any  defpair  or  denial  of  help,  Jj 

but  rather  the  contrary,  as  if  he  had  faid,  Is  there  no'  ^ 

balm  ?  Is  there  not  a  Pbyfician  ?    Yes,  there  is.     The  ^ 

incurablenefs  of  their  difeafe  is  not  owing  to  the  want  ^^ 

of  i>alm,  or  of  a  Phydcian  in  the  land,  but  to  th^m**  ^ 

feives  and  their  unbehef.   There  was  a  fufficient  remedy  \ 

in  \ 
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in  Ood;  and  in  the  Mcffiah,  for  all  their  grievancest 
had  they  accepted  and  applied  the  fame.  Hence  he 
adds  that  pertinent  queftion,  **  Why  then  is  not  the 
health  of  the  daughter  of  n^y  people  recovered  ^"  q,  d. 
What  is  the  caufe^  then»  or  to  whom  is  it  to  be  im* 
puted,  that  the  church  or  people  of  Judah  do  ftlU  lie 
in  a  dying  cafe  ^  furely  not  to  the  balm  nor  to  the  phy« 
fician,  but  to  their  own  foHy  and  obilinacy. 

^ueft»  What  is  here  meant  by  the  balm  of  Gilead  ? 

^nf.  The  land  of  Gilead |On  the  other  fide  Jordan,  was 
a  part  of  the  country  of  Ifrael,  where  that  plant  gvew, 
which  afibrded  a  moft  precious  baUn  for  hc^Ung,  when 
it  was  pierced  ;  which  was  a  rare  and  valuable  commo*- 
dity  tiuit  other  countries  did  traffick  for  with  the  land 
of  Uiztlf  Jer.  xlvi  11.  Exek.  xxvii.  17.  And  we  fee  in 
Gen.  zxxni.  25 .  the  Iflimaelites  that  bought  Jofepb, 
carried  balm  from  Gilead  into  Egypt.  Naturaliils  fay, 
this  kahn  was  a  juice  or  oil  that  run  from  a  certain  low 
flirub,  when  its  bark  was  cut,  that  grew  efpecialiy  a- 
bout  Jericht),  in  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  was  of  great 
Talue>  as  having  a  fovereign  virtue  to  cleanfe  foul  fores, 
heal  deep  wounds,  help  the  eye- fight,  cure  the  ftinga 
of  ferpents,  yea,  it  was  a  fort  of  caiholicon  that  cured 
alnaoit  all  difeafes*  This  balm  we  may  look  upon  as  a 
fit  type  to  reprefent  Chrift's  blood,  which  is  an  excel- 
lent balm  and  catholicon  for  all  difeafes  of  the  foul :  For 
God's  difpenfations  to  the  Ifraelites  were  generally  de- 
figned  as  types  and  figns  of  fpiritual  things  under  the 
New  Tefiament  times,  according  to  1  Cor.  x  ii. 
**  All  thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfamplcs.** 
Ocig.  TDPOi,  for  Itypes^  And,  among  the  reft,  this 
balm  of  Gilead  was  typical  and  indruciive  to  the  vir- 
tue of  the  Mei&ah's  blood  \  for  feeing  God  vouchfafed 
this  balm  to  Ifrael  only,  and  made  other  liations  be- 
holden to  them  for  it,  it  teacheth  us  that  the  balm  for 
healing  fouls  is  only  in  the  church  of  God,  and  Chrift 
is  the  true  antitype  of  this  balm  \  for  in  Judah's  land 
only  was  Chrift  known,  there  they  had  his  blood  dai|^ 
typified  to  them  in  the  facrifices,  and  its  virtue  iTct 
forth. 

Again, 
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veiled.  Or  when  the  Spitif  fo  faftefis  the  arrows  of  • 
conviftion  on  the  corifciencc,  as  to  brin^  the  man  to  a 
reftJcfs  thouj^htfulncfs  a^out  the  guilt  of  his  fins,  and 
hfs  eternal  ftate,  and  to  cry,  ♦*  Wh*l  (hall  I  do  to  be 
favcd  ?'^  And  to  make  him  diflatisfied  with  all  his 
earthly  comforts,  and  fay,  **  All  thefe  aviil  me  no- 
thing;,** while  1  go  Chtiftlefs.  O  this  is  a  harveft-day 
of  falvation,  every  minute  of  it  is  preciouSi  and-ihould 
be  carefully  improved  for  the  foul. 

4.  The  time  of  fatan*s  tefkraint  is  a  feafon  not  to  be 
loft.  Sometimes  the  devil  ts  fo  bound  up,  that  he  can- 
liOt  difturb  the  church  by  bloody  petfecutions,  or  by 
errors  and  fchifrtis,  as  at  other  times ;  that  is  a  fair 
fummer-day  of  gtace,  which  (hould  be  well  improved. 
Though  we  catinot  fay  that  fatarj  at  this  time  is  altoge- 
ther bound  up  ;  nay,  he  is  wofully  let  Idofe  in  refpeft 
of  error  and  divifion :  but,  blefled  be  God,  he  is  rc- 
ftrained  with  refpeft  to  perfecution;  fa  that,  my  bre- 
thren, he  cannot  prefently  drive  your  teachers  Into  cor- 
ners, nor  put  you  to  feek  your  fpiritual  bread  with  the 
peril  of  your  lives,  becaufe  of  the  fword>  in  the  wilder- 
nefs^  as  fometime^  hath  been  the  cafe  in  o«ir  land.  O 
•then,  do  not  fih  away  this  calm  fummer-day,  but,  with 
earneft  attention  and  care,  hearken  to  the  fweet  voi<!e 
of  the  turiU^  Which  is'  ftiti  Co  be  heard  through  all  cor- 
ners of  the  land. 

y.  The  time  when  God  is  vifiting  a  land  with  wak- 
ening aiid  ahrming  difpenfations  of  providence,  is  a 
feafon  to  \xt  carefully  improved  for  faving  of  the  foul. 
When  God  doth  premonifh  us  that  either  a  ftorm  is 
coming  on  the  church  and  land  in  general,  or  that  death 
approaches  us  in  particular,  we  (houM  take  warning, 
like  Noah,  while  the  evils  are  at  a  diftance,  "  be  mov* 
ed  with  fear^  and  provide  an  ark  for  the  faving  of  our 
fouls,"  before  the  flood  of  wra^h*come  upon  us.  Nay, 
my  friends,  you  have  God  to  blefs,  that  the  ar\  is  al- 
ready prepared  to  yottr  hand,  and  a  window  opened  in 
the  fide  of  it  -for  your  entrance.  May  you  be  fo  wife 
as  to  take  warning  in  time,  get  faith's  wings,  and  flee 
Into  the  ark  Chrift,  before  the  flood  arife,  and  before 
death  come.     You  have  had  a  long  harveft-day  of  grace 

day: 
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in  the  land,  and  now  have  (hrewd  tokens  of  nijjht  ap- 
proaciiing :  You  may  look  for  the  night  of  death,  or 
the  winter  of  defoktion,  ftrokes,  perfccution,  and  dark- 
nefs.  Wherefore,  as  Chrift  faith,  "  Work,  while  it  is 
day :  yet  a  little  while  is  the  light  with  you,  walk  while 
you  hare  the  light,  left  darknefs  come  upon  you.  The 
night  cometh  (faith  he)  when  no  map  can  work." 
Surdy  it  draws  towards  even-tide,  and  the  night  of 
-^leath :  Yea,  a  fearful  night  both  of  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral judgments  fecms  to  be  drawing  on  ;  and  (hould 
not  the  remaining  light  or  day  be  well  employed  ? 
There  are-feveral  figns  of  an  approaching  night. 

1.  When  the  force  and  heat  of  the  fun  do  abate,  it 
draws  towards  night;  fo  when  the  gofpel-fun,  or  preach^ 
ing  of  the  word,  hath  little  heat  or  effedi  upon  Gnners 
cold  hearts,  it  betokens  night  coming  on.  a.  When 
the  ihadows  of  the  evening  arc  ftretched  out  and  grow 
long,  it  is  a  fign  of  approaching  night*  And,  O  how 
long  are  the  (hsKlows  ftretched  out  beyond  the  fubftance ! 
How  much  doth  the  profeffion  of  religion  exceed  the 
power  of  it  at  this  day  ?  3.  When  the  labourers  go 
home  from  their  work,  it  is  a  fign  the  night  conies  on. 
Ah  !  bow  many  of  our  choice  and  faithful  labourers 
do  we  fee  going  home,  without  others  to  6il  their 
room  ?  4.  When  the  evening  wolves  and  beaft^  of 
prey  creep  out  of  their  holes,  it  is  a  token  of  night. 
And  furejy  there  have  been  evening  wolves  feen  a^ 
mong  us,  who  have  intruded  upon  the  vineyard,  fpoil- 
ed  the  vines,  and  miferably  fcattcred  the  flock  of  Chrift- 
5.  Growing  darknefs  is  a  forerunner  of  the  night. 
Ah  I  how  much  doth  darknefs  prevail  among  us  at  this 
time,  yea,  fp  much,  that  feveral  of  the  fharpeft-fighted 
are  reding  and  miftaking  their  way,  not  being  able  to 
difcern  between  fin  and  (^uty  in  diversxafes.  Alas  \ 
many  are  wandeiing  and  lofing  their  way.  Surely 
then  it  is  our  wifdom.  and  duty  to  improt^e  the  light 
that  remains,  in  feeking  converting  grace  to  ourfelves, 
andean  aflTured  intereft  in  precious  Chrift,  before  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  overtake  us :  and  alfo  to  pray  for 
pity  to  the  land,  that  "  at  evening  It  may  be  light," 
Jn  the  loft  place,  Notwithftanding  of  thcfe  difmal 
B  '^  V>ken8| 
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tokens^  it  maked  the  feaCon  fomewhat  promifing,  that 

•we  hear  of  Chrift's  goings  as  a  conqueror  in  other^parts 

of  the  world,  and  many  bowing  down  at  his  feet.    Now 

if  the  King  of  Zion,  be  rifing  up  to  make  his  circuit 

through  his  churches,  to  difplay  his  glorious  power  and 

grace  among  them;  may  it  not  raife  our  hopes,  and 

encourage  us  to  look  out  for  his  marching  towards  us, 

to  make  good  that  word,  Zech.  %\v.  7.  ^'  It  (hall  eome  \ 

to  pafs  that  at  evening  time  it  (hall  be  light  :'^  that  is, 

when  it  was  not  expefted.     And,  oh  !  what  a  pleafant 

furprize  would  this  appearance  be  to  all  the  lovers  of 

Zion! 

\U  T^tficond  head  is  to  enquire  who  may  be  faid  to 
have  loft  their  fummer-days,  or  their  likely  feafons  of 
grace.  Though  we  cannot  be  peremptory  about  any, 
while  life  lernains,  yet  of  fotne  there  may  be  fad  grounds 
of  fear,  that  the  text  is  too  applicable  to  them,  *^  Their  j 

hanreft  is  pa(l,  their  fummer  is  ended,  and  they  are  not 
iaved^*'  fucfa  as,  i.  Thofe  who  have  bad  the  Spirit 
long  ftriving^  with  them,  and  they  have  refifted  all  his 
motions  and  Operations,  fo  that  he  is  quite  withdrawn 
from  them.    The  cafe  of  fuch  is  very  hopelefs,  adcord-  \ 

ing  to  £zek.  xxiv.  13.  2*  Thofe  who  per(ift  in  finful 
coUrfes,  and  harden  their  necks  againft  all  challenges  | 

and  reproofs  for  the  fame,  we  fee  what  is  faid  of  them,  i 

IProv.  X3tix.  I.     3.  Thole  who  come  the  length  to  fin  J 

prefumpCuoufly  ;  that  is,  venture  upon  fin  againft  light,  j 

in  hopes  of  repentance  and  pardon,  their  cafe  is  difmal,  \ 

according  to  Num.  xv.  30.  4.  Thofe  who  provoke 
God,  by  their  bentnefs  on  fin,  to  ceafe  to  be  a  reprover 
to  them,  to  ftrike  both  conicience  and  minifteis  dumb, 
Aat  they  may  challenge  them  no  more,  E^ek.  iii.  97* 
}lof»  iv.  17  5  Thofe  who  deliberately  relapfe  into 
fin,  after  rods,  convictions,  refolutions,  and  vows,  Ifa. 
i.  5.  6.  Thofe  who  give  themfelves  up  to  commit  fin 
with  greedinefs,  and  glory  in  it,  £ph.  iv.  19.  Phil.  iii. 
19.  ^ .  Thofe  who  defpife  all  gofpel-offers,  and  moc)^ 
fhe  mefTengers  who  bring  them,  2  Chron.  xxxvi  16. 
Alas  !  fuch  have  reafon  to  fear  •*  their  harveft  is  paft," 
i^c.  Their  cafe  is  very  hopelefs,  though  none  can  fay 
It  is  paft  the  reach  of  foveretgn  grace. 

III.  The 


Ser.L  Tbe-BalinofGiUAd.  ij 

III.  The  third  head  is,  to  eoquire  into  the  caufes  of 
mens  loHng  their  hopeful  feafons*  i«  It  proceeds  from 
their  unbelief  and  doubting  of  the  certainty  of  gofpel- 
truths  :  TIus  keeps  many  hovering  fo  long  between 
heaven  and  hell,  death  and  life,  Chrift  and  the  world, 
and  their  fummer  .and  .harveft-days  are  gone  before 
they  come  to  a  refolution.  Did  men  believe  the  cer* 
tainty  of  Mrrath  to  conie,  and  that  they  are  born  heirs 
of  that  wrath,  they  would  think  no  motion  fwift  enough 
in  fleeing  to  Chriiti  and  cloGng  with  him  in  order  to  e* 
fcape  \U  •  ^ 

2.  Many  trifle  away  their  fummer-days  and  feafons 
of  a£tion,  becaufe  they  look  on  death  and  eternity  at 
many  yearis  dtftance,  and  that  they  will  have  time  e** 
nough,  before  thefe  expire,  to  mind  faivation-work* 
By  this  delufion,  fatan  cheats  many  out  of  their  mod 
hopeful  feafdne.  Did  men*  bok  on  death  as  within  a 
ftep  of  them»  and  having  no  more  but  a  (ingle  thread  to 
cut,  fo  that  within  a  few  days  they  ihall  either  be  ilngiag 
with  the  faints  in  heaven,  or  roaring  with  the  damned  is 
hell,  they  would  not  let  their  fammer-days  pafs  fo  idlyw 

3.  Promifing  fummer  Mays  are  lod  throujj^  indulg- 
ing of  floth.  Many,  before  they  will  be  at  fome  paina 
now  in  prayer  and  fecret  duties*  wilt  venture  upon  end- 
1c£b  pains  xu  hell  hereafter.  Oh  \  prodigious  folly ! 
What  pains  was  Chjrift  at  to  &ve  you,  and  will  you  be 
at  none  to  fave  yourfelvcs  ?  Hath  not  God  an.eterni« 
ty.  of  reft  and  pleafure  to  recorapence  your  fmall  toil 
ana  pains  in  in?proving  your  fummer-days  ? 

4.  Xove  of  fenfual  delights  and  carnal  company 
proves  a  fnarc  to  many.  They  are  hereby  drawn  into 
idUnefs,  games,  paftimes,  tippling,  fooliih  talking,  and 
jefling,  and  ptber  Gnful  pleafures  \  whereby  their  fum- 
mer^days  are  trifled  away  and  mif-fpent.  Even  thofe 
diverfions  which  are  judged  the  moil  innocent,  ought 
io  be  ufed  with  fear  and  caution,  left  they  i^eal  away 
our  heart  and  thoughts  from  our  chief  concerns ;  which, 
if  they  ify^  they  ^re  not  innocent  but  hur^^fui.  Q  they 
^e  fad  diverfions  that  woulH  divert  us  from  Chri& 
and  heaven.  It  is  unbecoming  a  Chriftian  that  looks 
for  eternal  delights  in  another  world,  and  pieafures 

of 
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for  ever,  and  yet  would  be  playhif  thefe  away  at  card9 
and  dice,  or  trifling  them  away  in  jefts  and  diverfionsy 
tippling  and  idlenefs,  and  never  once  minding  the  fav** 
ing  of  his  foul !  And  yet  how  many  of  all  ranks  may  I 
apply  to,  and  fay,  ••  Thou  art  the  man  !" 

Infer.  5.  If  gofpel-feafons  be  the  fummer  and  harveft 
for  our  fouls,  it  muft  be  our  unqueftionabYe  duty  and 
inteteft  to  improve  them  with  the  greateft  care,  by  com- 
plying with  the  Spirit's  motions,  and  the  gofpel-oflfer8> 
by  clofing  with  Chrift,  and  "  giving  all  diligence  to 
make  our  calling  and  e]e6lion  fure  -^  for,  if  the  proper 
feafon  for  thefe  be  loft,  the  work  (fannot  be  done  at  all. 
You  are  all  careful  to  obferve  ihe  feafons  for  your  fe- 
cutar  profits-  The  hufbandman  his  feafon  for  plow- 
ing, iowing,  and  reaping  ;  the  merchant  his  time  for 
attending  fairs  and  markets  ;  the  mariner  his  time  when 
the  wind  is  fair  for  failing.  And  ought  not  you  much 
more  to  be  obfervant  of  your  fummer  and  harveft  feaw 
fons  of  grace  ?  Remember  and  believe  it,  O  triSer, 
the  time  is-  at  hand/  when  you  will  be  put  to  cry,  **  O 
for  one  of  thofe  fummer-days  again  !  O  for  one  of 
thofe  fabbaths  or  communion-feafons,  wherein  I  bad 
the  offers  of  a  crucified  Chrift  !  O  how  would  I  prize 
it ;  but  alas !  a  thoufand  worlds,  had  I  them  to  give, 
cannot  recal  one  of  them  to  me-"  It  was  a  vain  wiOi 
of  that  poor  woman  when  dying*  O  call  time  again, 
call  time  again.  No,  no,  a  fummier-day  or  a  harveft- 
day  cannot  be  recalled  ;  therefore  be  wife  to  fpend  them 
with  fear  and  c^e,  while  you  edjoy  them* 

May  the  Lord  blefs  gofpd- feafons  to  us*    Amen, 
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'OF  a  Public  Spirit. 
S  E  R  M  O  N     11. 

Oa  J^  rik.  it.    For  the  hurt  tf  tb§  daughtif  if  my 
people  am  Ihwi^  tifc. 

r.s 

TH£  ^£iTbe  which  nov  faUs  to  be  handled,  JSf 

IkB^  XL  llial:  every  giTacioils  fpitit  is  a  publie  fpirit, 
and  vrill  lay  to  heart  the  calamitous  cafe  of  the  church 
or  country  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

So  did  Jeremiah  here,  and  in  Several  other  parts  of 
his  writingSi  as  in  Jer.  ix.  i.  Jer.  xiti.  17.  and  in  his 
book  of  Lamentations  :  Such  public- fpirited  perfons  ai- 
fo  were  Mofes,  Samuel,  David,  liaiah,  Daniel,  Ezra^ 
Kehemiah,  Paul,  and  other  fcripture*  faints. 

The  method  of  handling  this  do£lnne  may  be, 

I.  To  enquire  into  the  nature  and  evidences  of  a 
thily  public  fpirit. 

IL  To  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  and  neceflity  of  a 
public  fpirit. 

in*  Make  application.  - 

I.  As  to  the  firjl^  to  wit,  the  nature  of  this  public 
fpirit  which  is  in  gracious  perfons,  efpecially  as  it  is 
evidenced  by  their  holy  zeal,  and  concern  for  the  church 
under  diftrefs  \  it  dotn  imply  feveral  things : 

I.  A  (incere  love  to  Chrift,  and  concern  for  his  glo- 
ry, which  prompts  us  to  prefer  the  things  of  Chrift  to 
cur  own  things.  If  we  love  not  Chrift  the  head,  we 
cannot  have  a  true  love  to  bis  body  and  church,  nor  a 
concern  for  its  welfare.  It  is  this  love  that  makes  gra- 
cious fouls  **  prefer  Jerufalcm  above  their  chief  joy," 
Pfal,  cxxxvii»  6* 

Voi..IIL  C  •      2. 
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2.  There  is  in  it,  a  fympathy  and  fellow-feeling  with 
the  church  in  diftrefs,  as  being  members  of  the  fame 
body.  We  fee  every  living  member  ot  the  body  feels 
the  injuries  which  are  done  to  it,  or  to  any  of  its  fel- 
low-members, and  is  ready  to'a£^  for  their  relief:  So 
the  eyes  and  hands  are  ready  to  help  the  leg  or  foot 
when  hurt,  as  feeling  the  fmart  of  it.  In  like  manner 
the  members  of  Chrift's  body-myflical  have  a  fellow- 
feeling  together,  and  are  ready  to  aft  for  the  relief  of 
each  other  in  diftrefs. 

3.  It  imports  not  only  a  deep  concern  and  forrow  for 
thd  church  in  trouble,  but  alfo  a  difpofition  to  exprefs 
and  evidence  this  concern,  by  uiing  all  the  means  in 
our  power  to  help  and  relieve  her  ;  fuch  as  fafting^ 
mournings  and  nveepwgy  for  all  the  fins,  whether  of  our- 
felves  or  others,  which  draw  down  wrath  and  calamities 
upon  the  church  \  and  wreftling  with  God  by  carneft 
prayer  for  her  relief,  looking  to  Chrift  and  his  blood 
for  pardoning  and  removing  thofc  fins  which  have  raif- 
ed  the  ftorm  againft  her.  Thus  did  Nchemiah,  Daniel, 
Ezra,  David,  Jeremiah,  and  others. 

IL  The  td  heady  is  to  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  and 
neceflity  of  this  public  fpirit,  and  zealous  concern  for 
the  church  in  difticfs.  Now  this  will  appear  from  fe- 
veral  grounds  and  confiderations  j  fueh  as, 

I.  The  rear  relation  to,  and  intereft  which  Chrift 
hath  in  his  church.  The  church  is  his  building,  his 
houfhold,  his  peculiar  treafure,  his  jewels,  and  dear  pur- 
chafe  ;  yea,  (he  is  Chrift's  body  ^  of  which  he  is  the  Head. 
Now,  if  you  have  any  love  to  Chrift  hirnfelf,  you  cannot 
be  unconcerned  for  the  church,  which  is  fo  nearly  related 
to  him,  when  (he  is  in  trouble,  if  you  Ibve  the  Head, 
you  cannot  but  love  the  body  alfo.  Again,  as  Chrift's 
relation  to  the  church  is  near,  fo  his  Icve  to  her  is  pro- 
portionable ;  he  compares  his  love  to  that  of  a  tender 
mother's  to  her  fucking  child,  which  (he  cannot  forget : 
and  therefore  "  he  engraves  Zion  upon  the  pal.is  of  his 
hands,  and  hath  her  wali«  continually  before  him,"  If. 
illx.  15,  16.  In  that  expreffion,  he  alludes  to  the 
praftice  of  the  Jews  in  (hewing  their  concern  for  Jera- 
talcm  in  ruins,  during  the  Bsrbyloniih  captivity :  Tftcy 

•  engraved 


engraved  the  effigies  of  Jerufekm  upon  thcijr  rings,  to 
keep  her  in  perpetual  Temcmbr'ncc- :  In  like  manner, 
faith  tjhe  JE^ord,  I  h^ve  the  church  enj^raven  upon  the 
palms  of  my  |wnds,  fo  that  I  can  never  open  my  hand 
to  beftow  a  l^efl^ing  upon  any,  but  the  cliurch'$  cafe 
prefents  to  my  eye.  Npw,  if  God  fo  loves  tlic  church, 
znd  is  concerned  for  her  welfare,  it  becomes  us  alfu  to 
be  concerned  and  .-ffr£^eH  for  her. 

2.  This  atFedlionatc  concern  is  reafonable  and  ncceC 
fary,  becaufe  it  is  your  i  tereft  *  Everv  one  of  you  is 
nearly  connC(6>ed  with  that  of  the  church,  as  being 
members  of  the  fame  mylHcal  body,  who  muft  fufFer 
one  with  another  ;  fo  that  in  fe.eking  the  pu')lic  good 
of  the  churchj  you  confult  your  own  private  in'srcd  al- 
fo ;  for  your  own  profperity  is  bound  up.  in.  her  welfare. 
Yo|i  are  like  :p;tflengcr3  in  a  fhip.  th;it  have  your  ptr- 
fons  and  all  your  effects  along  with  you  there  ;  fo  that, 
if  the  (hip  be  profperous,  you  are  well,  but  if  (he  fmk, 
you  lofe  all.  .Your  precious  fouls  in  particular  muft 
fuffer  when  the  church  doth  fuflfer :  T'ley  cannot  but 
be  reduced  to  a  me^.ncholy  fuuation,  when  the  church 
is  diftrtfled  with  fpititual  judgments  ;  fuch  as  die  plague 
of  dry  breafts,  and  the  withdrawing  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  from  ordinances.  li  the  mother  be  fukly,  the 
fuckling  child  muft  languifli. 

_  3.  To  be  puhlic-fpirlted  makes  a  man  q  public  blcf- 
(Ing,  and  an  iuftrumtnt  of  much  good  to  others,  which 
is  a  roan's  greateft  honour.  This  would  make  you  rc- 
femble  your  heavenJy  Father,  who  doth  good  to  all,  by 
making  his  fun  to  rife  and  his  rain  to  fall  upon  them. 
And  alfolike  your  Saviour,  who  was  a  public  blcffing, 
while  on  earth,  for  he  ft  ill  **  went  about  doing  goo  J," 
Ads  X  38  And  like  Abraham,  who  was  a  "  bic fling 
to  the  nations,'*  Gen.  xii.  2.  Job  was  a  man  of  a  noble 
public  fpirit,  upon  which  account  he  was  had  in  the 
greateft  love  and  efteem,  refpeft  and  reverence,  by  all 
ranks  ;  when  the  ear  heard  him,  or  the  eye  f.\w  him, 
they  hjefled  him  ;  why  f  becaufe  (faith  he)  **  I  delivered 
the  poor  that  cried,  i  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet 
to  the  lanje,"  &c.  Job  xxix.  11,12,  &c. 

4.  Becaufe  God's  glory  fuffers  when  the  church  fuf*- 

fcrs,  **fof  Z^on  is  the  feat  of  his  glory,"  Pf.  Ixxvi-  i,  2- 

C  a  It 
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It  18  the  church  that  doth  dirplay  and  (hew  it  forth* 
God's  revenue  of  honour  and  praife  in  the  world  would 
come  to  little,  if  God  had  not  a  church  therein  to  pay 
him  his  rent  y  hence  he  calls  his  church  ^^  the  branch  of 
my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands  that  I  may  be  glo- 
rined/'  If.  Is.  21.  The  reft  of  the  world  embezzle  their 
talents,  but  God's  church  and  people  improve  theirs  for 
God's  glory.  Now  when  thefe  are  fupprefled  and  funky 
they  are  difabled  for  <{hewing  forth  his  glory.  Nay, 
then  the  enemy  is  ready  to  infult  them,  and  to  reproach 
both  them  and  their  God.  Hence  king  Hezekiah  cal- 
led the  time  of  Jerufalem's  diftrefe,  **  a  day  of  trouble^ 
and  of  rebuke,  and  of  blafphemy,  Ifa.  sxxvii.  3. 

5.  Becaufe  God  is  highly  pleafed  with  a  public  fpirit; 
and  with  thofe  who  interpofe  for  his  church  in  trouble  ^ 
he  reprefents  himfelf  in  fcripture  as  feeking  carefully 
for  tho(e  to  put  marks  of  honour  and  refpeA  upon 
them,  Jer.  V.  r.  Ezek.  xiii.  30.  Alfo  we  fee  what 
(ingular  honour  God  put  upon  Mofes  and  Phineas  up« 
on  tiiat  account,  Exod.  xxxii.  11, 14.  Numb.  xxv.  io« 
II.  Pfal.  cvi.  23,  30,  3 1^  Alfo  he  promifes  profpcrity 
to  all  fu^h,  and  familiarity  with  himfelf,  PfaU  cxxiL  6* 
Ifa,  xlv.  II. 

6.  Becaufe,  on  the  other  hand,  God  is  much  difpleat 
ed  with  thofe  who  are  unconcerned  about  his  church 
when  ii>  diftrefs,  yea,  he  denounces  a  "  woe  againfl; 
them  who  are  at  eafe  in  Zion,  and  are  not  grieved  for 
the  afflidlion  of  Jofeph,"  Amos  vi.  i.  6.  And  we  fee 
what  wr^th  was  threatened  again  ft  Efther,  if  ftieftiould 
be  eafy  or  filent  when  the  church  was  in  danger,  Efthi^ 
iv.  14.  "  For  if  thou  altogether  hold  thy  peace  at  this 
time,  then  (hall  enlargement  and  deliverance  arife  ta 
the  Jews  from  another  place,,  but  thou  and  thy  father's 

.  houfe  ihall  be  deftroyed." 

THE    APPLICATION. 

Infer.  I.  If  God  be  well  pleafed  with  thofe  who  arc 
fenfibly  affefted  with  the  church's  cafe  when  in  diftrcfsj, 
how  flaming  muft  his  wrath  be  againft  thofe  who  are  the 

inftruments. 
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inftruments  of  tier  diftrefs,  and,  inflead  of  fympathiztag^ 
with  her  in  it,  do  rejoice,  in  her  trouble  :  O  that  fuch 
would  know,  that  they  arc  not  only  the  enemies  of  the 
church,  bttt  they  arc  the  cncmie*  of  God,  and  the  very 
butt  of  his  anger  every  day,  Pfal.  vii  1 1 .  How  dread^ 
ful  is  their  cafe»  who  hare  the  poifoned  arrows  of  God^s 
wrath  leTclied  ap^inil  them  ! 

Infers  2.  If  it  be  the  character  of  gracious  fo^ls  to 
be  concerned  for  the  church,  what  a  bad  fign  muil  it 
be»  of  thofe  who  mind  their  own  things,  and  not  the 
things  of  Jcfas  Chrift  ?  of  whom  the  apottle  fpeaks, 
PhiL  ii«  21.  And,  alas  !  how  many  are  there  amongfb 
us,  who  have  their  minds  and  aiFe£tions  wholly  fet  up- 
on the  earth  !  They  are  warm,  keen,  and  anxious  a« 
bout  the  concerns  of  their  bodies  and  families  but  cold 
and  indifierent  about  the  things  of  Chriil  and  his  church : 
They,  like  Gallio,  care  for  none  of  thefe  things,  A^U 
xviii.  1 7  9  If  their  bodies  or  friends  be  in  diilrefs,  they 
are  troubled ;  but  though  the  church  of  God  be  in  af. 
ilidlion,  it  gires  them  no  uneafinefs  ;  which  is  a  fad 
fign  they  are  not  living  members  of  Jcfus  Chrift  i  for 
if  they  were,  they  would  have  a  feeling  and  fympathy 
with  the  body. 

3.  We  may  take  up  a  lamentation  for  the  want  of  a 
public-fpiritcd  and  generous  concern  for  rhe  church  of 
God  among  us,  which  is  this  day  in  great  danger  and 
diftrefs  by  errors,  divifions,  and  decay  of  piety  :  And 
yet,  how  few  are  laying  it  to  heart  i  Ah !  whence 
doth  this  indiflfercnce  proceed  ?  Surely  from  want  of 
love  to  Chrift,  the  church's  Head,  or  from  exccQive  love 
to  the  world  and  carnal  pleafures.  When  men  "  ly 
upon  beds  of  ivory,  chant  to  the  found  of  the  viol,  and 
drink  wine  in  bowls,  they  are  no*  grieved  for  the  afflic* 
tion  of  Jofeph,**  Amos  vi.  4,  5,  6.  Again,  this  indit 
ferency  about  Chrift's  matters,  proceeds  from  that  cur- 
fed  root  of  felf  love,  and  felf-fecking,  which  is  in  all 
men  by  nature ;  though,  in  the  mean  time,  fin  and  fa- 
tan  have  blinded  their  eyes,  th>;t  they  know  not  their 
true  intereft  :  They  know  not  what  it  i$  rightly  to  feck 
themfelves  ;  if  they  feck  the  good  of  their  bodies  with 
the  neglefi  of  their  fouls,  they  think  to  feck  themfelves 
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bed  this  way  :  But  O  if  their  eyes  were  opened,  they 
would  fee  that  this  felf-feeking  is  nothing  but  felf- hat- 
ing znd  frlf  deftroying.  The  rich  glutton  fancied  h^ 
was  feeking  hin^fclf  and  his  own  happinefs,  when  he 
cloathed  himfrif  in  purple  and  fared  delicioufly  every 
fiay ;  but  afterwards,  when  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  he 
faw  his,  felf  fteking  was  really  fclf  deftroying  ;  for  by 
pan  pc ling  his  boc^y  a  little  time,  he  damned  his  foul 
for  c'ver.  So  that  thofe  who  fervc  God  beft,  by  feek- 
ing hie  glory  and  his  church's  good,  before  their  world* 
ly  intt-rcO,  do  really  feek  then^feives  moft  \  for  they 
heieby  fecure  the  happincfs  of  both  foul  and  body 
through  all  eternity. 

4.  ft  may  be  needful  here  to  give  fomc  caution  a- 
gainft  the  wrong  ufe  of  this  doftrine,  which  fomc  may 
be  in  hazard  to  make,  by  fpending  their  zeal  and  con- 
cern abowt  the  public  cafe  of  the  church  to  the  negleci 
of  their  own  perfonal  cafe.  O  firs,  beware  of  this  ex- 
treme, and  fufptft  this  zeal  not  to  be  of  the  right  fort ; 
for  where  there  is  a  fincere  regard  to  God's  glory,  it 
will  ftiew  itfelf,  in  the  firft  place,  in  feeking  to  have 
matters  right  at  home,  to  have  your  own  fouls  cafe  put 
in  good  order,  to  have  a  true  faith  in  Chrift,  the  na- 
ture renewed,  and  corruptions  fubducd,  without  which 
you  can  never  glorify  God,  or  do  any  thing  to  pleafe 
him  :  Likewife,  it  will  ihew  itftlf  in  efteeming  and  pre- 
ferring the  great  and  eflential  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and 
defirirjg  to  hear  of  the  excellency  and  ufefulntfs  of  a 
crucified  Jcfus,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  dealing  with 
fouls  in  beginning  and  carrying  on  a  work  of  grace, 
Now  when  thrfc  fwcct  truths  are  not  fo  much  xdiihed, 
as  to  h^ar  reflections  and  cenfures  upon  the  manage- 
ment of  public  afFai!jrf«,  you  have  ground  to  be  jealous 
that  your  deceitful  hearts  are  carrying  you  to  an  ex- 
treme, and  to  a  zeal  for  the  church,  which  is  not  right. 
True  ztal  for  God  will  make  you  careful  to  be  iac- 
quainted  with  your  own  hearts,  to  have  matters  right 
in  the  firft  place  between  God  and  your  own  fouls,  to 
have  humility,  truth  and  fincerity  in  the  inward  parts, 
without  which  God  will  not  dwell,  nor  hold  commu- 
nion with  you,  nor  can  you  claim  God's  promifes  of 
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guiding  and  dkre£lion  in  dark  and  dividing  times ;  for 
it  is  not  the  proud  or  fclf- conceited  Chriftian  that  hath 
the  promife,  but  the  humble  and  felf-dcnicd,  Pfal.  xxv. 
9  "  The  rhcck  will  he  guide  in  judgment,  and  the 
tneek  will  he  teach  his  way."  Study  always  then  to  be 
meek  and  humble,  and,  in  order  thereto  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  your  own  deceitful  hearts,  whsch  will  be  fait 
to  deceive  you,  if  you  be  not  on  your  guard.  Watch 
then,  and  let  never  your  concern  for  the  public  dra«r 
you  off  from  private  duties,  nor  from  fccrct  and  heart- 
work  ;  for  fome  may  make  very  fplendid  appearance 
for  public  things,  and  yet  prove  nothing  at  laii  but 
caft  aways,  for  want  of  pcrfonal  godlinefs.  But  by  tel- 
ling you  this,  let  none  think  1  encourage  any  to  turn 
Gallios,  with  refpe£l  to  the  matters  of  God,  and  the  in- 
tereft  and  welfare  of  his  church,  as,  alas  !  the  genera- 
lity are  ;  no,  I  teach  and  prefs  the  contrary. 

5.  Let  all,  therefore,  be  exhorted  to  be  public  fpirit- 
cd,  and  fuitably  concerned  for  the  church  in  diilrels- 
O  lay  to  heart  her  calamity,  and  fliew  your  concern  for 
her  relief,  by  mourning  for  fin  whi<;h  brings  on  *Tatti, 
and  praying  carneftly  for  deliverance  from  it,  faying, 
with  Divid,  •*  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleafure  uuxo 
Zion,  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jc^rufalem." 

Motives  to  it  :  1.  Froai  t.ic  pattern  of  our  bleffei 
Lord  and  H^ad,  whole  example  we  Ihould  copy  after 
in  his  fympaihy  with,  and  concern  for  the  church  in 
trouble.  **  His  foul  wa?  gneved  for  their  mifcry  :  In 
all  their  afflidions  he  wa^  afflided."  When  they  arc 
perfecuted  he  feeis  himfeif  injured,  and  this  fymp.ittiy 
fets  him  on  work  to  intercede  for  them,  as  he  cud  tor 
Jerufaicm  under  the  babylonilh  captivity,  Z^ch.  i«  12* 
*'  O  Lord  of  hotls,  how  long  wiii  thou  not  have  mer- 
cy on  Jeiufalcm,  and  on  the  cities  of  Judah,  ..gamil 
which  thou  hail  had  indignation  thele  threefco>e  and 
ten  years."  Let  all  the  members  then  tollow  the  ex- 
ample of  their  Head. 

2.  Public-fpiritcd  perfons  are  the  pillars  of  focletieq, 
and  bear  off  wrath  and  judgments  trom  them^  Hcj»ce 
we  fee  the  flood  could  u:;t  r;fe  to  deihoy  tue  old  woni 
till  Noah  was  Ihut  up  la  the  ark  \  nor  could  the  hie  l:e 
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Tained  from  heaven  upon  Sodom,  till  Lotwashoufed 
in  Zoar ;  and  both  Noah  and  Lot  were  public-fpirited 
men,  and  therefore  great  bleflings  and  pillars  to  the 
world*  O  {irs»  this  public-fpirited  difpofition  would 
make  you  blefSngs  to  the  church  and  to  the  ifland :  It 
would  make  you  live  deOred,  and  die  lamented.  Men 
would  reckon  your  lives  worthy  of  many  prayers,  and 
your  deaths  of  many  tears.  Elijah  was  of  this  difpo» 
fition,  and  we  fee  how  Eliflia  bewailed  his  departure^ 
2  Kings  ii.  12.  **  And  Elifha  fawit,  and  he  cried.  My 
father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Ifrael,  and  the  horfe- 
men  thereof  :*'  meaning  that  Elijah  was  the  fafety  and 
ftrength  of  Ifrael,  by  his  prcvalency  with  God  \  and  a 
better  defence  to  them  than  chariots  and  hotfe.men* 

3.  This  difpofition  is  a  good  evidence  both  of  love  to 
God,  and  of  love  to  the  fouls  of  men  :  for  it  is  of  the 
nature  of  true  love  to  be  concerned  for  the  good  of 
thofe  whom  we  love,  to  mourn  when  they  fuffer,  and 
rejoice  when  they  profper.  If  we  love  God,  we  will 
lament  the  difhonours  which  are  done  to  him.  If  we 
Jove  the  fouls  of  men,  we  will  pray  for  their  converfion, 
and  bewail  their  (ins  which  bring  deftrudlipn  upon  them. 

4.  It  would  be  a  good  means  to  fave  you  from  the 
guilt  of  other  mens  fins,  and  fecure  you  from  the  wrath 
which  they  bring  on.  For  they  who  figh  and  cry  for 
«U  the  abominations  that  are  done  in  the  midft  of  Je- 
lufalem,  have  a  mark  fet  upon  them  for  their  prefcrva- 
tion,  Ezek.  ix.  4.  God  looks  upon  our  mourning  for 
the  fins  of  others,  as  an  entering  of  our  diflent  againft 
them,  and  fo  will  not  charge  them  upon  us. 

^efl.  How  fhall  we  attain  to  this  public- fpirit  and 
zealous  concern  for  the  church  in  diftrcfs  ? 
Anf  Take  the  following  diredlions  : 

1.  ^t^  for  the  Spirit  of  God  that  dwells,  breathes, 
and  a£ls  in  all  the  members  of  Chrift's  myftical  body* 
He  furely  is  the  public  Spirit  that  inclines  all  the  mem- 
bers to  take  the  fan^e  care  one  for  another,  and  to  feek 
the  good  of  the  whole  body,  Rom.  viii.  14. 

2.  Let  the  grace  of  love  abound  in  your  hearts,  love 
to  God  and  to  all  his  people  \  and  fee  to  keep  this  ho* 
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ij  fire  always  burning.  Love  makes  the  wants  and  fu£. 
iertngs  of  others  to  be  our  own,  and  prompts  us  to  lay 
out  oarfelves  for  them. 

3*  LoTe  the  fociety  of  the  public- fpirited  and  zealous 
ones  of  the  knd,  and  particularly  thoife  who  fludy  to 
inanag;e  their  zeal  with  piety  and  prudence  \  for  as  iroa 
iharpens  Iron,  fo  the  ponverfation  of  fuch  may  be  the 
means  of  enlivening  you. 

4.  Beware  of  carnal  company,  which  oft  proves  a 
dangerous  quench  coal  to  zeal  and  a£tivity  for  God. 
Peter  found  this  by  going  Into  the  fociety  of  the  high« 
priell's  fenrants  ;  for  though  he  got  his  hands  warmed 
amongft  them,  he  got  his  heart  miferably  cooled  to 
Ghrift  and  his  people. 

5.  When  you  attain  to  any  meafure  of  zeal  and  pub- 
lic-fpiri  ted  nefs,  endeavour  to  manage  it  with  holy  wif« 
dom  and  caution,  fo  as  you  may  recommend  this  grac^ 
to  others,  and  not  ftumble  them  at  it  through  your 
mifmanagement.  There  is  much  need  for  this  caution, 
efpecially  in  reeling  and  dividing  times  \  wherefore  take 
thefe  advices : 

1.  See  tRat  you  zQt  from  a  principle  of  true  love  to 
God,  which  will  engage  you  to  love  all  who  bear  his 
ftamp  and  image. 

2.  See  that  your  ends  be  pure  and  fincere,  not  to 
gain  efteem  or  applaufe,  or  increafe  a  party  \  but  that 
God  may  be  glorified,  and  Cbrift's  kingdom  advanceil 
in  the  world. 

3.  Watch  carefully  that  your  zeal  dp  no(  mix  itfel£ 
with  your  own  pa(Iion  and  bitternefs  of  fpirit,  which 
we  are  always  in  hazard  of :  The  apoftle  James  doth  no- 
bly caution  us  againft  this  evil,  Jam.  iii-  14.  to  the  end* 
A  caufe  fometimes  may  be  good  .and  juft,  and  yet  ma- 
naged with  too  much  heat  and  animofity  a;;ainfl:  our 
godly  brethren :  Job's  friends  were  good  men,  and  ex- 
prefled  much  zeal  for  God  and  religion  in  their  fpeeches* 
but  yet  God  was  difpleafed  with  them  for  mixing  their 
'seal  with  fo  much  bitternefs  and  r4{h  cenfures  agiinft 
his  upright  fcrvant  Job.  Wherefore  if  confcience  o- 
blige  you  at  any  time  to  oppofe  them  who  are  godly,  fee 
that  you  do  it  with  much  calmnefs,  tendernefs  and  cai^- 
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tlon  \  ?nd  take  care  that  your  zeal  do  not  degenerate 
into  paffion;  bitternefs,  or  hatred  aga'mft  aifiy  of  them. 
Mind  what  the  centurion  faid  to  the  chief  captain,  when 
going  to  fcDurge  Paul,  A£ls  xxii  26.  "  Take  heed  what 
ihou  doft,  for  this  man  is  a  Roman."  So  fay  1,  take  heed 
what  you  do  to  any  man^  that  is  a  member  of  Chrift« 

ObjeB.  Are  we  not  called  to  contend  widi  earneftnefs 
mrhen  matters  of  faidi  s^re  at  the  (take  ?  according  to 
Jude,  vcr.  2.  Jlnf  \ .  All  points  of  truth  are  not  of  e- 
qua!  weight  and  importance,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
contended  for  with  equal  zeal  and  concern,  z.  Zeal 
and  meeknefs  are  very  confident,  and  not  oppofite; 
fo  that  there  may  he  zealous  and  earnefl:  contending 
for  truth  widiout  wrath  and  paffion.  3.  Be  perfuaded 
that  the  wrath  of  man  never  worketh  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God ;  yea,  wrath  and  paflion  is  the  worft  thing  that 
can  be  brought  into  a  religious  controverfy,  for  as  a  bad 
caufe  is  never  made  better,  fo  a  good  caufe  is  always 
made  worfe  by  it.  The  glory  of  God  dbth  not  need  ' 
fuch  rotten  pillars  to  fupport  it,  as  our  wrath  and  paf- 
Gon,  or  our  bitter  and  adgry  words.  Alas !  it  is  the 
tafii  ufing  of  the  tongue  that  greatly  influences  our  dif- 
ferences, namely,  by  perfonal  refleftions^  rigid  cenfureSf 
uncharitable  conftruftions^  evil  furmifes,  aggravating 
the  miftakes  of  others,  &c»  This  the  wife  man  obferv- 
ed  of  old,  Prov.  iv.  1. 18.  Surely  the  tongue  is  an 
unruly  member,  and  full  of  deadly  poifon.  May  God^ 
of  his  infinite  mercy,  give  us  grace  to  govern  it  aright» 
for  Jefua  Chrift's  lake.    Amen. 
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The  Difeafes  of  Souls. 
SERMON    III. 

On  Jcr.  viiu  22.  Is  there  no  balm  in  CiUadt  h  there 
no  pbyjkuin,  there  /  Why  then  is  not  the  hea/tb  rfihe 
daugbterofmy  peafJerecwereif  «  - 

^HE  words  being  before  explained^  and  the  doq*- 
trines  raifed^  I  proceed  to 

Z>^.  IIL  Yi?.  However  defperate  the  difeafes  of  thoie 
withia  the  ^church  may  fcem  to  bci  yet  if  thfliy  die 
of  thein>  it  will  be  owing  to  themfetvesi  feeing 
they  bare  an  able  phyGciani  and  es^ceUent  balm 
to  look  to  for  healing* 

This  beirig  the  do£lrine  which  I  chiefly  intended  to 
infift  upon,  I  propofe  to  do  it  at  fome  length  in  the  foU 
lowing  method : 

I.  I  will  encjuire  into  thofe  dangerous  difeafes  fof 
which  there  is  balm  in  Gilead»  and  a  piiyGcidh  there* 

II.  Take  notice  of  fome  of  thofe  dangerous  fymp- 
tpms  which  make  our  difeafes  appeaf  defperate  and 
incurable,  for  which  there  is  yet  balm  in  Gileadv 

IIL  Speak  of  the  phyfician  there,  v^ho  hath  the 
balm,  and  applies  it  for  curing  the  difeafed* 

lY ,  Encjuire  into  the  nature  of  the  balm^  and  means 
which  the  phyfician  makes  ufe  of  for  healing. 

V.  Touch  at  the  phyfician's  method  of  applying  the 
balm»  and  performing  the  cure. 

yif  M^ke  appU^tion  of  the  whole. 
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L^liiitjirfl  heady  is  to  enquire  into  the  dangerous 
dife^fea  of  tiiofe  within  the  church  for  ^hich  the  bsjm 
is  provided.  And  for  the  better  underftanding  hereof 
I  Ihall  premife  fome  things. 

1.  When  I  fpeak  of  the  church,  I  mean  the  church 
-  vifiblcy  which  includes  hypocrites  as  well  as  true  be« 

lievers. 

2.  Though  the  ftrength  and  power  of  the  foul's  dif- 
eafes  be  broken  in  believers,  by  renewing  gVace,  yet 
there  is  no  difeafe  in  the  unrenewed,  but  believers  are 
in  part  liable  to  it,  and  have  the  relieks  of  it  to  groan 
under«  while  they  are  here  below. 

3.  I  am  not  to  fpeak  of  the  difeafes  of  the  body  na» 
tural,  which  is  the  province  of  phyficians ;  nor  of  the 
body-politic,  or  civil  fociety,  which  is  the  bufinefs  of 
politicians  and  ftatefmen :  though  in  the  mean  time  the 
abounding  of  thefe  at  this  day  is  fo  vifiblc  to  all,  th^t 
we  have  ground  to  bewail  and  mourn  over  them  befbre 
the  Lord.  Ah  !  the  difeafes  of  our  body,  both  civil  and 
ecclefiaftic,  are  fo  great  and  lamentable,  that  we  may 

i'uftly  apply  that  word  to  ourfehres,  which  we  have  ia 
fa.  i.  5.  6.  "  The  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole 
heart  faint ;  from  thelole  of  the  foot  tvtn  unto  the  headj^ 
there  is  no  foi^ndnefs  in  it^  but  wounds,  bruifes,  and  pu- 
trifying  fores."  Such  a  cafe  indeed  is  mournful,  yet, 
blefled  be  God^  it  is  not  defperate  :  There  is  balm  in 
Gilead  for  the  ftate  as  well  as  the  church,  and  we 
Ihould  plead  with  the  great  phyfician  in  Ifrael  to  pity 
ix>th,  and  heal  their  refpeftive  difeafes.  Thanks  be 
to  God  that  he  is  both  ^ble  and  willing,  and  that  he 
gives  us  fuch  promifes  to  plead  with  him,  as  thefe  fol» 
lowing,  in  Ifa.  i.  25.  26.  "  And  I  will  turn  my  hand 
upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs,  and  take 
away  thy  fin  :  And  I  will  reftore  thy  judges  as  at  th^ 
firfl:^  and  thy  counfellors  as  at  the  beginning ;  after* 
wards  thou  (halt  be  called  the  city  of  rigbteoufnefs,'' 
&c.  And  that  in  Ifa.  xlix.  22.-23:  **  Thus  faith  tKc 
Lord  God,  Behold  I  will  lift  up  mine  hand  to  the  Oen^ 
tiles,  and  fet  up  my  ftandard  to  the  people  \  ^nd  they 
(hall  bring  thy  fons  in  their  arms,  and  thy  t^ughters 
Aiall  be  carried  on  their  ihoulders  \  and  kings  dull  be 
, -thy 
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thy  nurfing  fathers,  and  their  queens  thy  nurfing  mo- 
thers,'* &c.  And  that  promife  in  Ifaiah  Ix.  17,  18. 
•*  I  will  make  thy  officers  peace,  and  thine  exn<!kors 
jrighteoufnefs  ;  violence  fhall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy 
land,  wafting  nor  deftruftion  within  thy  borders  ;  hut 
thou  (halt  call  tl»y  walls  falvation,  and  thy  <r?te8  pralfe 
Now,  it  is  furely  the  duty  of  all  the  mertibers  of  both 
church  and  ftate,  to  plead  thefe  promifes  with  God, 
and  to  wait  his  time  for  accompUihing  them  to  u<:.  O 
what  is  there  fo  hard,  but  the  out  pouring  of  his  Spi- 
rit can  do  ? 

4.  The  difeafes  which  I  propofe  to  fpeat  of  in  this 
place  are  the  Hns  of  fpiritual  plagues  and  diftempers  of 

-  mcnsifouls,  which  are  very  dangerous  and  deadly : 
Thcfc  we  ought  all  to  know,  with  their  fymptoms  and 
effe£)-s,  that  we  may  feek  after  the  balm  in  Gilead,  which 
is  mercifully  provided  of  God  for  our  healing.  God 
would  have  every  man  to  know  the  plague  of  his  own 
heart,  i  Kings  viii.  38.  This  every  man  ihouldknow 
and  be  acquainted  with  in  the  firil  place,  in  order  to 
healing  ;  though  yet  we  are  not  wholly  to  confine  our 
thoughts  afnd  care  about  thofe  difeafes  which  a^e  private 
ami  perfonal,  but  (hew  our  concern  alfo  about  thofe 
which  are  public  amd  national  j  of  which  more  aftcr«p 
wards. 

5.  Thefe  foul  diftempers  are  called,  in  fcripture,  diC- 
eafes,  wounds,  and  ficknefs;  Pfal.  xxxviii/5.  and  ciii* 
3.  and  cxlvii.  3.  Ezek-  xxxiv.  4  Matth.  ix.  12.  becaufe 
they  produce  efFefts  in  the  foul,  like  to  thofe  which 
difeafes  produce  in  the  body ;  fuch  as,  i.  As  difeafes 
waftc  the  beauty  of  the  body,  and  produce  uncomeli- 
ncfs  and  4eformity  in  it,  Pf.  xxxix.  11.  As  they  make 
the  eyes  fink  and  turn  dull,  the  fkin  fhrink'^up  and 
gather  blacknefs,  the  flefli  melt  away,  and  bones  ftick 
out*  and  the  moft  beautiful  perfon  to  look,  pale  and 
ghaftly ;  So  our  fins  and  fpiritual  diftempers  deftroy 
the  comclinefs  of  the  foul,  deprive  it  of  its  primitive 
beauty,  the  image  of  God ;  and  bring  upon  it  a  moft: 
ghafl:iy  deformity,  and  make  it  refemble  both  brutes 
and  devils,  the  one  in  fenfuality  and  luft,  the  other 
ya  pride  and  malice.    %•  As  difeafes  weaken  the  body, 
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and  make  it  unfit  for  fpiritual  work  and  exercifes^  as 
prayer,  hearing,  meditating,  &c.  fo  that  duty  becomes 
a  burden  to  it.  3.  As  the  difeafes  deprive  men  of 
their  appetite  for  food,  and  of  their  di;;eftion  \  fo 
fin  takes  away  the  (bui's  appetite  and  digeftion,  that  it 
hath  no  hunger  for  the  bread  of  life,  for  communion 
with  God,  and  the  influences  of  his  Spirit;  and 
though  the  man  attends  ordinances^  he  doth  not  digeft 
what  he  hears,  nor  is  nourifhed  by  it.  4.  Difeafes 
ocdafion  pain  in  the  body  that  it  cannot  reft ;  fo  fin  . 
brings  anguifh  and  torture  into  the  foul.  Hence  Da« 
vid  complains  of  his  bones  being  vexed,  and  his  foul 
being  fore  vexed,  Pfal.  vi.  2.  3.  Thcfc  things  being 
premifed,  I  (liall  mention  fpme  of  thofe  dangerous  dif* 
eafes  of  the  foul,  for  which  w^  need  the  balm  in  Gi- 
kad^  ' 

I*  Athnfm.  Infidelity  or  misbelief  of  divine  truths 
revealed  to  us,  is  a  deadly  difeafe,  for  it  hinders  the 
feccefs  of  the  gofpcl,  and  the  faving  of  fouls.  What 
is  it  that  keeps  many  hatting  fo  long  between  two  opi- 
nions^ and  hovering  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  devil,  but 
their  not  believing  firmly  the  Bible  to  be  God's  word, 
and  the  gofpel  tidings  to  be  certain  truth ;  namely,  that 
God  fent  Jefus  Qirift,  his  eternal  Son,  into  the  worldj 
to  afiume  o^r  nature,  and  die  ior  fin  in  our  ftead ; 
and  ^heir  not  giving  firm  credit  to  the  being  of  a  God, 
the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  the  life  to  come.  Tho' 
many  will  not  openly  queftion  any  of  thefe  truths,  yet 
the  wavering,  thoughts  they  have  about  themi  hinder 
theni  from  falUng  m  witH  the  gofpel-method  of  falva- 
tion,  which  God  hath  eftablifhed*  Ah  !  this  is  a  dead« 
ly  difeafe  I  Alfo,  thfre  is  much  pradical  Atheifm  a« 
mong  us  ;  many  profefs  to  own  God,  and  yet  live  as 
if  they  believed  there  was  no  God  that  made  the  world, 
jand  no  providetice  that  governs  it :  They  pay  God  no 
homage  nor  refpeclj  they  put  the  creature,  or  felf 
in  God's  rooip  ;  they  afcnbv-  their  mercies  to  fortune, 
or  to  their  own  wifdom  or  induftry,  rather  than  to  God. 
A  woful  difeafe  \  God's  chiiurcn  indeed  are  cured  of 
prevailing  Atheifm,  yet  the  dregs  of  the  difeafe  do  rc» 
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main ;  and  fom^times  atheiftical  thoughts  come  to  a 
great  height  in  them»  as  is  Afaphi  though  afterwards 
he  was  heartily  grieved  and  afliamed  for  entertaining 
them,  and  Calls  himfelf  both  a  fool  and  a  bead  for  it, 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  21.  22.  And  no  wonder  he  did  fo,  for  A« 
theifm  and  tnfidelityi  though  it  abound  in  the  church, 
yet  there  is  no  fuch  difeafe  in  hell,  no  fuch  madnefs 
there,  for  the  devils  believe  and  tremble^  James  ii.  19. 
But  though  the  difcAfc  be  grievous,  yet  Chrift  bath 
balm  for  it,  and  to  hiti  we  mufl  go  both  to  help  our 
Unbelief,  and  increafe  our  faith. 

II.  Ignorance  of  God  and  of  gofpel  truths  is  a  mortal 
difeafe,  and  deftroys  many,  even  of  thofe  who  profefs 
to  know  him,  according  to  Hof.  iv.  6.  There  afe  mul- 
titudes living  in  the  midft  of !  gofpel  light,  who  yet  con* 
tinue  in  grofs  darknefs.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  in- 
finite juftice  and  holy  nature  of  God ;  and  of  the  mifc- 
ry  of  man  in  his  f«illen  edate,  of  the  evil  of  (in,  and 
the  ranfom  ncceffary  for  it.  They  are  ignorant  of  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  mediatory  offices,  and  of  the  nature  and 
neceflity  of  Chrift's  Vighteoufnefs,  and  of  faith  whicH 
applies  it  to  us.  They  know  nothing  of  the  Spirits 
office  in  our  redemption,  nor  of  his  work  in  regenera- 
tion \  yea,  they  do  not  fo  much  as  know  if  there  be  a 
Holy  Ghoft*  Alas!  that  this  difeafe  of  ignorance 
fiiould  ftill  prevail.,  notwithftanding  all  the  means  of 
knowledge  we  enjoy,  I  grant  believers  are  fpiritually 
illuminated,  and  get  the  ftrength  of  this  difeafe  broken 
at  their  firft  converGon,  yet  ftill  much  blindnefs  doth 
remain  with  them  -,  and  frequently  clouds  of  darknefs 
do  fo  overfhadow  them,  that  they  have  but  faint  views 
of  divine  myfteries.  This  is  a  fad  difeafe,  bat  yet  there 
is  balm  in  Gilead,  s^nd  eye  falve  in  Ifrael  for  it,  Rcv. 
ill    17,  18.  Jer.  xxiv.  7. 

III.  Hardnefs  of  heart  is  a  rttining  difeafe  to  multi- 
tudes. Oh  !  It  is  this  that  makes  them  fit  under  the 
miniftry  of  the  word,  and  hear  the  moft  terrible  threat- 
enings  and  curfes  denounced  againft  th^ir  fms,  and  yet 
be  no  more  moved  than  the  feats  they  fit  on,  or  the 
dead  that  lie  under  their  feet  j  fo  hard  is  the  ftone  in 
the  heart,  that  the  hammer  of  the  word  in  the  hand 
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of  man  makes  po  impreffion  upon  it ;  pjromifes  draw ' 
not,  and  threatenings  drive  not ;  mercies  do  not  allure, 
and  judgments  do  not  alarm  ;  this  is  a  prevailing  plague 
among  the  generality  of  gofpel- hearers.  And  though 
believers  at  converfion  have  the  heart  of  ftone  taken 
away,  and  a  heart  of  flefti  given,  yet  they  are  much 
plagued  with  recurring  hardncfs,  that  oft  makes  them 
complain  of  being  little  affefted  either  with  ordinances 
or  providences  ;  and  though  the  fire  burn  round  about 
them,  that  they  lay  it  not  to  heart.  This  is  an  evil 
difeafe,  yet  there  is  balm  in  Ifrael,  and  help  in  the  pre- 
mifes  for  it,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  Pfal.  i.  6- 

IV.  Earthly- tnindednefs  is  a  woful  difeafe  ;  it  cIog$ 
the  mind  and  unfits  the  foul  for  fpiritual  work.  The 
thoughts  of  the  world  (hut  out  the  thoughts  of  God 
-and  eternity  •,  they  tempt  many  poor  fouls,  like  Mar^ 
iha,  to  be  carefully  troubled  about  many  things,  even 
things  which  will  not  avail  them  at  a  dying  hour,  while 
the  one  thing  neceffary  is  quite  negleQed  and  forgot, 
Ah !  what  numbers  arc  there  dying  of  this  difeafe  ? 
^hen  other  plagues  kill  their  thoufands,  this  flays  its 
ten  thoufands.  O  what  havock  doth  it  daily  make  a* 
mong  profefTed  Chridiaps  ^  Pharaoh's  words  concern* 
ing  the  Ifraelites,,  may  well  be  applied  to  many  of  them, 
£xod.  xiv.  3.  "  They  are  entangled  in  the  land,  the 
vildernefs  hath  fhut  them  in.**  80  hot  arc  they  in  pur- 
fuing  the  world,  fo  bufiedin  providing  for  their  families, 
in  paying  their  debts,  in  making  bargains,  purchafes* 
and  in  courting  the  favour  of  men,  that  they  can  find 
no  time  in  their  lives,  nor  room  in  their  hearts  for  pre« 
ciou^  Chrtfl,  and  the  concerns  of  their  fouls.  O  fin- 
ners  !  this  difeafe  of  earthly-  mindednefs  doth  quite  de- 
feat the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  and  marr  your  profiting. 
b;  fabbaths  and  fermons ;  it  tur^is  the  houfe  of  God 
into  a  place  of  merchandize,  by  your  thoughtfulnefs 
in  it  about  worldly  gain  and  profit.  What  a  fearful 
diflemper  is  this,  that  turns  a  man's  head  and  heart 
where  his  feet  ihould  be  !  that  makes  him  beflow  his 
foul  and  all  its  noble  faculties  upon  a  little  white  and 
yellow  clay  !  and  fo  all  his  days  dig  for  drofs  and  dung 
with  mattocks  of  gold  !     Nothing  can  cure  this  difeafe 
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fcut  the  balm  of  Gileadc  The  prevailing  power  of  it  is 
indeed  brdkeii  in  believers  at  converfion,  the  world  it 
then  put  down  from  the  throne  and  chief  place  in  the 
ibul;  yet  afterwards  it  doth  rally  its  broken  forces* 
and  ilraggles  hard  to  recover  the  throne  again ;  and 
this  proves  very  troublefome  even  to  the  beft.  It  dif- 
trads  their  thoughts,  molefts  them  in  holy  duties,  and 
deals  away  their  aiFeftions  from  Chrift  and  heaven. 
This  is  a  fore  p^ague,  yet  there  is  balm  in  Ifrael  and 
lielp  in  God's  word  and  promife  for  it;  Cant*  iv.  8* 
Jer.  xxxii.  4.  CbL  iii.  1.2. 

V.  Averfion  to  fpirituctl  duties  is  a  fore  difcafe,  when 
the  heart  becomes  backward  to  pay  God  a  vifit  in  fc- 
cret,  ahd  the  man  unwilling  to  go  to  his  clofec  to  con* 
Terfe'with  his  Maker.  Ah  !  this  is  the  cafe  with  many* 
ivho  would  ratl\er  toil  their  bodies  a  whole  day,  than, 
ipend  a  quarter  of  an  hour  upon  their  knees  with  God 
in  fecret.  Their  animal  fpirits  are  vigorous  and  lively 
in  purfuing  their  worldly  bufinefs,  or  even  their  divcr- 
fions ;  but  they  are  low  and  faint  in  foul<-work  and  fpi* 
ritual  exercifes.  We  fee  many,  they  do  not  weary  to 
fpend  whole  days,  yea,  and  nights  too,  in  drinking, 
-dancing,  gamiiig,  and  ferving  their  Ufts;  but  they 
grudge  to  give  God  fo  much  as  one  day,  or  any  par^ 
'cven  of  his  own  day.  They  fay  of  Sabbaths  and  fer- 
mons,  "  What  a  wearincfs  hath  it  ?  When  will  the  fab- 
badi  be  gone  ?*'  This  is  a  prevailing  difeafe,  and  how 
ilrong  are  the  dregs  of  it  even  in  believers  !  For  tho*  at 
converifon  their  hearts  are  reconciled  to  Qod  and  his 
ways,  yet  at  times  they  feel  much  af  a  recurring  back- 
wardnefs  for  fpiritwal  work,  fo  that  when  they  would  do 
good,  evil  isprefent  with  them.  Bat  yet  there  is  balm  for 
this  difeafe,  in  the  phyfician  of  Ifrael,  and  his  gracious, 
promifes,  PfaU  ex.  3.  Ifa.  xl,  31.  Ezek.  jcxxvi.  27. 

VL  Indwilling  corruptions  prevailing  and  venting  it- 
ielf  various  ways,  is  a  fad  difeafe.  Sometimes  it  rifes 
like  a  flood,  fwells  high,  and  carries  all  before  it,  lik^ 
the  current  of  a  tide  tnat  cannot  be  withftood.  So  it 
is  with  »thofe  in  whom  -the  ftrength  of  corruption  was 
^ever  fubdued  by  converting  gs^ce.  And  tho'  the  tide 
he  turned  with  renewed  perfons,  yet  upoil  fome  occa- 
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fions  we  find  th^m  making  great  complauito  of  the  pre* 
valency  of  indwelling  fia,  thrangh  the  power  of  temp- 
tationi  as  Paul»  Rom.  vii.  and  David}  Pfal*  ixv.  **  Ini* 
qutties  prevail  againft  me  ;"  and,  Ifa»  Uiv.  <S.  **  Our  i» 
niquities  like  the  wind  have  taken  vs  away."  This  is  a 
moft  bumbling  difeafe ;  yet  the  phyfician  of  Ifirael  hatll 
provided  balm  for  it  in^hie  word>  Ff»  Ixv.  3.  Mic  vii» 
19.  Rom.  yii.  2^.  25. 

Vil.  Hypocrisy  and/ormaiity  iff  G^s  ierviee  is  a  wo- 
ful  difeafe.  When  men  draw  near  to  God  with  theif 
lips  only,  and  give  him  no  more  but  bodily  iiervice;» 
which  is  no  better  than  that  of  a  ftatuc  on  a  tornb^ 
with  eyes  and  hands  lift  up/ only  it  wants  a  voice»^ 
And  how  unpleafant  is  a  voice  to  God  without  the 
hpart  and  affe^iions  ?  He  heavily,  complains  of  it,  lia^ 
^xix.  13.  Among  the  unrenewed,  hypocrify  is  a 
deadly  and  reigning  difeafe.  Ai(id  though  the  convert- 
ed be  dellvei;ed  from  its  reigning  power,  yet  they  are 
fadly.diftrefled  with  its  remains,  and  oft  put  to  cbm^ 
plain  that  they  give  God  more  of  the  body,  than  of  the 
heart  in  duty  \  and  that  their  prayers  are  little  better 
than  lip'labour.  But  the  phyfician  of  Ifirael  hath  pro* 
mifed  balm  for  this  difeate>  Jer.  %xtlu  33.  Prov.  iv;  i& 
2  Cor.  iv.  16* 

VIII.  Inconfiancy  and  'utandmng  g/*  heart  in  duty  is  a 
prevailing  difeafe*  Alas  I  fOr  thi  un6xednefs  of  th^ 
heart,  that  goeth  out  in  many  vain  excurfions  towards 
the  world  and  its  trifles,  and  even  in  time  of  the  moft 
foiemn  approaches  unto  God  I  Hereby  our  religioua 
performances  are  wofuUy  marted,  and  God  provoked 
to  loath  and  aUior  them*  There  is  a  voluntary  and 
habitual  wandering  of  heart,  that  is  the  reifitting  plagiic 
of  the  unregenerate :  and  there  is  an  unvoluntary  wan*- 
dering,  that  is  the  difeafe  of  God's  people,  which  they 
bemoan  and  lament  before  the  Lord.  But  there  is 
balm  in  Gilead  for  it  in  all  ihapes  \  Jer.  xxxii.  29.  ]Sr 
zek.  xi.  19. 

IX.  Bachjlidings  from  the  L^df  Qit  z  spiritual  comum^ 
iierty  is  the  common  difeife  of  God's  people.  They 
are  liable  to  backilide  fj^m  the  power  and  life  of  godk 
ViJoxUx  and  to  lofe  lOMx  former  fpirituality  and  livelir 
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mfs  in  f«tvb]g;  (Sod  in  their  cfofets,  fem9ies|  aiii)  pub-r 
lie  aflemMies;  fo  that  fontetimefy  dieir  religious  duties 
ate  like  (0  withet  and  dwindle  away  into  a  dead  ftnrm, 
tiuid  **  the  things  Aat  remain  are  ready  to  die/'  as  it 
was  with  the  chm-ch  of  Sardisr,  Rer.  iii.  2.  This  decay 
eotnes  ttpon  them  when  known  fin  or  floth  are  indulged 
by  them.  Then  it  is  that  fpirittKal  eterctfes  become  a 
wcarincfs,  and  averfion  grows  to  heart- woric  and  fccret 
duties^  fuch  as  prajrer,  reading  the  Bible,  meditation, 
:liid  communing  with  their  own  hearts :  Then  the 
^graces  do  languiA,  the  faith  of  ditine  revelation  be- 
comes weak,  t(re  truths  which  Ood  reveals  concerning 
jfiis  gloriott^  perfei^ions,  the  excellencies  of  Chrif^j  and 
concerning  nn  and  duty,  heaven  and  belli  make  but 
fmall  impreffion  on  the  mind.  The  repentance  is  re- 
ftrained,  and  the  foul  is  littte  aSeded  with  Ood  and  its 
evit;  th^n>5ve  turns  <Jooi  to  Chrift  and  his  image,  it 
doth  n;6i  coflftrain  to  duty,  nor  to  hate  and  mortify 
fin  as  before  ^  then  hope  becomes  faint  and  hnguid^ 
and  hath  not  fuch  defirous  expectations  of  the  eternat 
world,  and  things  unfeen,  as  to  fortify  the  foul  againft 
the  allurements  of  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flcfii. 
This  fpiritual  confamption  is  a  mournful  difeafe,  and 
calls  us  fpeedily  to  apply  to  the  phyfician  of  Ifrael  lot 
the  balm  he  hath  promrfed  foir  it,  Deut.  xtx*  6.  Hof. 
xiv.  4.  c-  6.  Pfal.  Ixix.  32.  John  xiv.  19.  GaL  ii.  20. 

%t  biscouragittuni  and  dcmn  cafting  if  sml  is  one  of 
God's  people's  difeafes  that  requires  this  balm.  They 
are  often  caft  down  by  outward  afBi£tions,  and  efpeci» 
ally  by  the  prevalcncy  of  fin  and  fatan's  temptations,  by 
the  hidings  of  God's  face,  the  (hutting  out  of  their 
prayers,  the  darkening  of  their  evidences,  the  revival 
of  former  gtiilt,  and  the  renewing  of  mount  Sinai's 
thunderings  againil  them*  Under  thefe  trials,  they  are 
Apt  to  think  that  God  holds  them  for  his  enemies,  and 
writes  bitter  things  againft  them,  and  hence  are  put  to 
cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gra- 
cious ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  And  will  he  be 
favourable  no  more  ?"  This  is  a  difeafe  which  fadly  en«- 
fecfales  their  hearts  and  weakens  their  bauds ;  yet  the 
great  Fhyfician  of  the  church  hath  provided  balm  for 
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it,  Pfal.  xlii.  5.  &c,  Ifa*  xli.  10.  17.  18.  andliv.7.  &C* 
Ifa.  Ivii.  16.  &c.  Jet.  xxxu  25.  Heb.  xiii.  5.  6. 

XL  Ingratitude  to  God  for  mercies  is  a  common  dif- 
eafe.  •  Alas  1  we  turn  unthankful  both .  for  common 
and  fpecial  mercies,  and  for  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  Je- 
fu8  Chrift  to  Adam's  fallen  race :  What  bad  requitals 
do  we  make  to  God  for  his  goodnefs  ?  There  are  many 
who  make  ufe  of  God's  mercies  as  darts  to  (hoot  at 
heaven,  and  weapons  to  fight  againff  God  himfelf. 
The  more  )ie  gives  them  of  health  and  money,  they 
turn  the  more  profane  and  debauched  \  fo  that  inftead 
of  ferving  God  with  hi»  benefits,  they  make  a  facrifice 
of  them  to  the  devil,  Hof.  ii»  8.  I  fear  fuch  will  be 
found  guilty  of  this  evil,  who  bellow  their  time  and  mo« 
ney  upon  games  and  paftimes,  balls  and  afiemblies». 
plays  and  comedies,  and  fuch  vanities  that  prove  nur- 
feries  of  fin,  and  ferve  greatly  to  debauch  the  minds 
and  morals  of  men  and  women.  O  let  us  not  ungrate- 
fully requite  the  Lord  our  gracious  benefadlor.  Ah  [ 
how  much  of  this  difeafe  doth  remain  even  with  the 
bed  ?  Even  Hezekiah  rendered  nojt  again,  according 
to  the  benefit  done  unto  him,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  25. 
Great  need  have  we  all  of  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  cure 
^%  of  this  plague. 

XII.  trufting  to  our  own  righteousness  is  a  difeafe. 
which  all  are  liable  to.  The  unbeiicyer  goes  about  to 
build  an  imaginary  tower  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  and 
will  not  fubmit  to  the  righteoufiiefs  of  Chrift  the  glori* 
ous  Surety,  who  hath  brought  in  an  everlafting  and 
law-biding  righteoufnefs  for  finncrs  to  fly  to.  Nay, 
believers  who  have  a£lually  fled  to  it,  do  fl:ill  groan  un- 
der the  remains  of  this  woful  difeafe  within  them. 
They  have  ftill  a  hankering  after  fome  dependence  up- 
on their  duties  and  performances,  altho'  they  cannot 
but  own  that  their  bell  duties  need  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
as  well  as  their  worft  fins ;  and  M  they  be  not  waflien 
from  the  fins  that  cleave  to  them,  they  would  damn 
them.  O  !  then,  what  need  have  we  all  of  the  balm 
in  Gilead,  and  the  Phyfician  there,  for  thefe  deadly 
difeafes  whiph  cleave  to  us  ? 

Time 
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Time  would  f«il  me  to  mention  and  inGft  upon  manf 
other  grievous  difeafes  which  abound  among  us,  fuch 
as  pride^  felf- conceit,  and  lifting  up  of  ourfelves,  be- 
caufe  of  fome  attainments,  above  others ;  difconteni- 
ment  with  our  iot  and  condition  in  the  world  \  impa- 
tience under  crofTes,  finful  felf-love,  intemperance, 
covctoofnefs,  envy,  rafli  anger,  malice,  revenge,  and 
many  other  deadly  plagues.  However  light  fome  may 
make  of  thefe  difteropets,  yet  there  is. none  of  them 
but  what  will  prove  deadly,  if  the  balm  of  Gileadi  and 
Phyfician  there,  be  not  applied  to  for  cure.  But,  blef- 
fed  be  the  God  of  Ifrael,  that  this  balm  is  an  univerfai 
medicine,  a  catholicon  for  all  manner  of  foul  difeafes, 
if  finners  would  but  feek  to  it,  and  fubmit  to  the  appU* 
cation  of  it  in  the  Phyfician's  own  way.  May  we  all 
be  brought  to  fee  and  ^feel  our  difeafes  in  time,  chat 
we  may  haiten  to  the  great  Phyfician  of  the  church, 
white  his  balm  and  power  are  prefent  to  heal  us.  May 
God  of  his  infinite  mercy  determine  us  to  it,  for  Jefus 
Chrift's  fake.     Amen. 


SERMON     IV. 

On  Jercm.  viii.  22.  //  there' no  balm  in  Gihad  ?  Is  there 
no  ph\jtcian  there ^  &c. 

IN  the  preceding  fermon  I  mentioned  many  foul- dif- 
eafes, which  arc  more  fecrct  and  invifible,  pfevall- 
ing  among  us  :  In  this  1  (hall  fpeak  of  fome  other  dif- 
eafes of  a  more  public  nature,  which  affe(^  not  only  the 
particular  members,  but,  in  fome  refpe£ls,  threaten  the 
whole  body  of  the  church,  and  the  feveral  congrega- 
tions thereof;  and  upon  which  account  our  poor  dif- 
eafcd  church  and  land  do  greatly  need  the  balm  of  Gi- 
lead,  and  phyfician  there,  at  this  day. 

1.  Herefy  and  error  is  a  difeafc  wiiich  fpreads  like  a 
gangrctie,  and  doth  very  much  threaten  our  church 
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and  laiid  at  liiis  ^ay  ^  when  do^lrines  are  vefited,  and 
books  difperfed  in  fatour  of  Deifm,  Sociniantfasi|  Ari- 
amfm,  Arminianifm,  and  other  errbrs :  When  priiad* 
pkfl  are  efpdufed  and  fpr^ad^.  which  tend  to  weaken  di* 
rkic  revelation  \  to  advance  corrupt  reafon  and  fclf* 
lore  as  the  fpring  and  ftandard  of  religion ;  to  exalt 
our  moral  performances  more  than  impntcd  righteouf- 
uefs  $  to  reproach  the  operations  of  the  holy  Spiitt  upon 
fouls,  with  enthuHafm ;  and  afcribe  our  good  a£tiona 
more  to  the  power  of  corrupt  nature,  than  to  eflfca- 
cious  free  grace.  Now,  when  fttch  errors  as  thefe,  be* 
fides  many  PopiCh  tenets  and  (bperftitions,  arc  propa* 
gated  among  us,  there  is  ground  to  fay,  we  hate  a  fi^ck 
and  difeafed  land,  that  needs  balm. 

II.  Sckffm  and  divijhn  among  the  mintfters  and  nicm- 
bcrs  of  the  church  is  a  grievous  malady  that  we  at 
prcfent  labour  under.  Surely  it  is  a  mod  unnatural 
diftemj;«5r  that  caufes  the  (heep  of  Chrift  to  bite  zvtA  de- 
vour one  another,  and  the  members  of  Ghrift  to  fepa* 
rate  as  aliens ;  yea,  not  only  break  up  Chriftian  conv^ 
munion,  but  break  out  in  uncharitable  refleftions,  bit- 
ternefs,  wrath,  clamour,  and  eviUfpeaking,  one  againft 
aftother.  A  ftrange  difterhper  \  that  puts  thofe  who 
will  delightfully  worfliip  God  together  through  a  whole 
eternity,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  they  cannot  keep  fellow- 
ihip  together  here  !  A  diftemper,  that  makes  men  re- 
nounce communion  with  thofe  they  once  delighted  in> 
and  with  whom  the  glorious  Head  doth  ftill  hold  com- 
munion ;  that  takes  many  off  from  the  Titals  and  effen* 
tiais  of  religion,  and  employs  their  time  in  public  con- 
troverfies  about  party  opinions,  the  grounds  of  fepara- 
tion,  the  chara£lers  of  preachers,  and  things  which  t%» 
thcr  tend  to  beget  alienation  of  afJedions,  and  angry 
quarrels,  than  to  promote  faving  knowledge,  faith,  love, 
and  godly  edifying.  Oh  !  how  wrath  like  a  judgment 
is  that  fpirit  of  ftrife'and  divifion  which  God  hath  pour* 
cd  out  upon  this  land  for  our  former  mifimprovement 
of  the  gofpel,  and  contempt  of  glorious  Chrift  !  Ah, 
what  a  tioodogale  doth  it  open  to  many  evils  and  cala- 
mities !  That  is  a  true  word  of  the  apoille  James  iii.  i<5* 
"•Where  envying  and  ilrife  is,  there  is  confufion  and 
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cfery  etil  work/*  What  a  plague  muft  that  be  tha^ 
prodttcea  e? cry  evil  work  ?  Whut  a  fad  difcafe  is  it> 
that  twos  Chriilian  conYcrfe  into  vain  jangiings,  that 
hinders  focial  prayers^  that  mars  the  fuccefi  of  the  gof* 
pel,  weakcfis  the  intereft  of  religion,  propagates  all  kind 
of  evii,  and  expofes  the  church  to  the  fcorn  and  derl- 
fiofi  of  her  enemies  I  How  applicable  is  that  word  to  us, 
liam*  ii.  13.  *^  Thy  breach  is  great  like  the  fca,  who 
can  heal  thee  ?**  Surely  none  but  he  that  hath  the  balm 
irf  Gilead- 

IIL  Giddinefs  and  uftfsUkdntfs  in  niigion  is  a  difeafe 
that  iadly  prevails  among  us.  Many  are  now  '<  reeling 
to  and  fro  like  drunken  men,  as  the  prophet  fpeaks, 
Jfa.  xxiv.  ao«  They  do  not,  like  fober  men,  keep  the 
h%hway  in  a  flrai^ht  courfe ;  but,  like  drunkards,  ftag« 
ger  and  reel  from  one  Gde  of  the  way  to  another.  A« 
la9,  the  moft  part  are  reeling  either  to  one  extreme  or 
another,  and  very  few  are  going  on  in  a  (Iraight  and 
fteady  courfe*  Many  are  reeling  towards  defection 
from  our  redormatioo  principles  and  attainments  which 
our  worthy  anceftors  valiantly  contended  and  fufFered 
for }  particularly  in  encouraging  and  drawing  on  the 
yoke  of  patronage  upon  the  church  without  nccefTity. 
Yea,  pleading  for  it  as  lawful  and  harmlefs,  though  our 
reformers  declared  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  pra£iice  of  the  apoftolical  and  primitive  church. 
I^ikewife,  in  compliance  with  that  yoke,  many  are  vo- 
luntarily felling  ill  with  courfes  for  wreathing  it  U(X)n 
the  church's  neck,  and  departing  from  feveral  parts  of 
our  eftablilhed  government  and  difcipline  to  which 
they  ftand  fokmnly  engaged,  fuch  as  our  approved  rules 
and  prance  with  refpe£^  to  the  moderation  of  calls, 
the  election  and  ordination  of  paftors ;  and,  in  confe* 
quence  thereof,  obtruding  minifters  into  congregations 
againft  their  will,  whereby  the  church  is  fpoiled  of  her 
right  of  calling  her  own  paftors,  the  flock  of  Chrift  is 
fcattered,  the  edification  of  fouls  hindered,  the  great 
ends  of  a  gofpel-miniftry  defeated,  and  the  work  of  the 
gofpel  greatly  obftrufied.  Many  alfo  are  fwerving 
from  our  old  covenant^^engagements,  and  openly  deny- 
ing  the  lawfttlnefs  of  natkmal- covenanting,  and  the 
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binding  obligation  thereof  upon  pofterity ;  and  forming 
to  themfclves  fchemes  of  government  which  would 
open  a  door  to  anarchy  and  licentioufnefs.  Again,  ma* 
ny  are  reeling  towards  Eraftianifm,  and  injurious  in- 
fringements upon  the  church*s  intrinGc  power,  and  upon 
ChriftV  immediate  head(hip  and  fupremacy  over  her, 
failing  in  with  a<Sls  and  pradlices  which  tend  to  take 
the  keys  of  church  power  and  government  out  of  the 
hands  of  Chriit  and  church  ofiicers  of  hi&  appointment, 
and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  magiftrate.  Alfo, 
maiiy  are  reeling  from  the  ancient  ufe  of  creeds  and 
confefTions  of  faith,  towar,ds  a  boundlefs  toleration  of 
all  forts  of  errors  and  hereties,  afierting  that  neither  the 
church  nor  the  magiftrate  have,  any  power  to  reftrain 
them.  Many  are  reeling  towards  the  exalting  of  feif^ 
even  putting  it  in  the  room  of  God,  faying  it  is  in  the 
power  of  a  man's  free  will  and  natural  abilities  to  >re« 
(Vent  and  convert  himfelf,  and  that  there  is  a  i>ecefrary 
connexion  between  a  man's  moral  ferioufnefs  and  his 
obtaining  of  faving  grace.  Tea,  many  are  warping  to« 
wards  popery  and  old  fu perditions,  pleading  for  a  mid« 
die  ftate»  for  prayers  for  the  dead,  and  for  the  £ucha- 
lift's  being  a  proper  facrifice  for  fin  :  for  the  neceifity 
of  a  pneft^s  abfolution  in  ord^r  to  the  forgivenefs  of  fin, 
and  of  bowing  to  the  altar>  and  at  the  name  of  Jefusj 
of  obferving  uninftituted  fcftivals,  of  ufing  the  crofs  in 
baptifm,  kneeling  at  the  facrament,  the  organ  in  praife, 
and  other  inventions  of  men  in  God's  worftiip.  Nay, 
many  are  reeling  from  the  very  fundamentals  of  Chrif<* 
tianity,  and  the  dodrine  of  the  glorious  trinity,  Chrift's 
deity  and  f<itisfadion,  the  neceifity  of  fupernatural  re* 
velation,  and  of  the  imputation  of  Chrilt's  righteouf* 
nefs,  and  the  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  an^,  inftead 
of  thefc  precious  do£lrincs,  offering  the  fufficiency  of 
reafon,  or  nature's  light,  to  conduA  men  in  the  way  to 
happinefs.  And  thefe  Socinian  and  Deiftical  tenets 
are  not  a  little  encouraged  by  the  preachers  of  a  ra- 
tional or  natural  religion ;  I  mean  thufcx  dry  moral 
preachers,  who  are  more  earneft  in  i^ecommending  a 
fort  of  Pagan  morality  to  the  world,  than  in  (hewing 
the  excellency  and  uCefulnefs  of  Chrift  for  pcriftiing  f\n» 
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ncrs,  and  the  nature  and  ncccffity  of  the  work  of  his 
Spirit  in  applying  his  purchafe,  ^nd  of  gofpeUholinefs 
to  make  them  meet  for  heaven :  who  prefer  a  good 
faying,  or  moral  precept,  in  fome  ancient  philofopher, 
to  the  counfels  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  or  the  dilates  of  his 
apoftles ;  vainly  oppofing  the  dim  oandle  of  man's  rea- 
fon  to  the  funofliine  of  gofpel  light  difplayedin  the  ho- 
ly fcriptures.  Ail  which  do  fhew  how  fadly  the  dif- 
temper  of  gtddinefs  and  unfettlednefs  in  religion  pre- 
vails in  our  land,  and  how  greatly  we  need  the  balm  of 
Gilead  to  cure  us  of  it.  If  it  (bould  be  aiked,  what  ia 
it  that  makes  the  land  reel  fo  ?  We  have  the  anfwer  in 
the  forecited  text,  Ifa.  %xvr,  ao.  **  Becaufe  the  tranf- 
greffion  thereof  is  heavy  upon  it  j**  both  the  tranfgref- 
fions  of  the  former  and  prefcnt  age.  Alas,  there  are 
many  old  (ins  little  minded  by  us  !  old  perjuries  and 
treacherous  dealings  with  God  ^  old  defe£tion  and  back« 
Aiding,  old  perfecutions  and  bloodfhed.  We  have 
ground  to  fear,  that  thefe  old  tranfgreflions,  llbgeAier 
with  thofe  of  a  latter  date,  ly  fo  heavy  upon  the  land,, 
that  it  is  made  to  reel  and  ftagger  with  the  weight  of 
them*  O  when  fhall  we  be  difburdened  of  that  load  ? 
•  IV.  Barrennefs  and  unfruitfulne/s  with  refpe£k  to 
converfion-work  and  the  bringing  forth  of  children  ta 
God,  is  a  grievous  malady  which  the  church's  womb 
feems  to  be  fmitten  with  at  this  day.  Ah  !  how  little 
is  the  do£tiHne  of  regeneration  arid  the  new  birth  knowri 
and  experienced  among  us  !  How  rare  is  coriverfion- 
wortnow,  in  refpeit  of  former  times  !  Our  ears  have 
heard,  and  our  fathers  have  told  us,  what  days  of  thd 
Son  of  man  have  been  feen  in  our  land,  when  the  Cap- 
tain of  our  falvation  took  to  himfelf  His  great  powers 
and  mounted  his  white  horfe  of  a  triumphant  gofpel^ 
and  rode  through  our  cities  and  congregationsi  with 
his  crown  on  his  head,  his  bow  in  his  hand,  and  his 
fword  girt  on  his  thigh,  going  forth  conquering  and  to 
conquer.  When  the  arm  of  the  Lord  did  thus  awake 
and  put  on  ftrength.  haw  glorious  were  the  effects  \ 
the  preacher's' tongue  was  loofed,  the  hearers  hearts 
were  melted  5  the  word  of  the  Lord  did  run,  and  thd 
gofpel  had  free  courfe.  The  enemies  of  the  power  of 
Vol.  III.  F  godlinefs 
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godlmcfs  were  filled  with  confufion  and  aftomfhment, , 
and  made  to  acknowledcje  that  God  was  among  his 
people  of  a  truth.  Mockers  and  curious  perfons  were 
catched  by  the  word,  and  hundreds  have  been  wrought 
upon  by  one  fermon,  and  made  to  date  their  conver- 
fion  from  It.  The  angel  came  down  and  troubled  the 
waters,  and  multitudes  of  difcafed  fouls  ftept  in  at 
once,  anf^  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  prefent  to  heal 
them.  Such  pleafant  feafons  have  been  of  late  in  fomc 
parts  of  New  England,  and  in  others  of  the  planta- 
tions :  .may  the  Lord  continue  them  there,  and  caufe 
them  to  fpread  through  all  our  colonies  in  America, 
May  he  fend  them  alfo  to  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
the  poor  land  where  he  hath  had  his  dwelling  in  times 
paft,  that  fo  "  t!  e  wilderncfs  and  folitary  place  may  be 
glad  for  them,  and  the  defart  n  ay  rejoice  and  blofTom 
as  the  rofe,  the  glory  of  Lebanon  may  be  given  unto  it, 
the  excellency  of  Carrnel  and  Sharon."  Then  fhoukl 
our  lanfi  On g  as  in  the  days  of  old. 

^eft.  Oh,  what  may  be  the  reafon  of  the  unfruit- 
fuln^fs  of  a  preached  gofpel  in  the  land  where  Chrift 
hath  had  his  glorious  marchings  in  times  pad  ? 

Anf.  Surely  we  muft  juftify  the  Lord,  and  leave  our 
complaints  upon  ourfelves.  A  holy  God  is  provoked 
to  withdraw  his  Spirit  from  the  affemblies  of  profefied 
Chrift^ans,  becaufe  of  their  formality  and  hypocrify, 
their  divifions  and  contentions,  their  fatisfying  them« 
felves  with  bare  ordinances  without  the  God  of  ordi- 
nances, with  communion-occafions  without  commu- 
nion with  God.  The  Holy  Spirit  and  his  gracious 
workings  arc  fo  far  from  being  fought  after,  that  they 
are  fcarce  credited  or  believed,  nay,  by  many  they  are 
reproached  with  the  odious  names  of  Enthufiafm, 
whimfical  notions,  and  melancholy  imaginations.  And 
may  not  God,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  make  ordi- 
nances, a  mifcarrying  womb  and  dry  breads  to  them  ? 

Again,  God  by  our  fins  and  backflidings  is  provoked 
to  call  off  the  ftage  a  godly  and  faithful  fet  of  minifters 
and  Chriftians,  who  flood  in  the  gap,  and  wreftled  for 
God's  prefe nee  and  Spirit  to  ordinances,  without  fend- 
ing others  (o  fill  their  room  •,  nay,  inftead  of  that,  to 

fuffer 
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fufFer  the  chuTch  to  be  plagued  with  a  ft t  of  earthly 
minded  preachers  and  lludents,  w!^o  give  ftd  difcove- 
ries  of  their  carnal  motives  and  ends  in  purfuing  after 
the  prieft's  office,  that  it  13  more  to  win  ftipends  than 
to  win  fouls,  to  get  bread  to  themfelv^*s,  than  to  get 
glory  t6  God  Which  furcly  is  a  fearful  ju  Jgmsnt  and 
token  of  wrath  againft  a  poor  finful  land. 

Likewife,  God  is  provoked  to  leavt  m,ini (lets,  and 
deny  them  fuccefs,  becaufe  of  their  defe<l:tion  from  the 
uprightnefs,  piety,  and  zeal  of  our  godly  anceftors, 
from  their  humility  and  felf-denial,  from  their  fingle 
aims  at  God's  glory  and  the  falvation  of  fouls,  from 
their  dependence  upon  God,  in  the  exercife  of  faith 
and  prayer,  for  his  prefencc  and  blcfling  upon  their 
labours,  and  from  their  travelling  in  birth  till  Chrift 
was  formed  in  their  people's  fouls.  And,  finally,  No 
doubt,  many  minifters  are  unfuccefsful,  by  reafon  of 
the  grudges  and  prejudices  which  they  beget  in  their 
people's  breads  againft  themfelves,  for  fwerving  from 
reformation-principles,  And  concurring  in  violent  fet- 
tlemehts  and  intrufions  upon  parifties,  thereby  people 
arc  tempted  to  abhor  the  offerings  of  the  Lord  ;  and  ig- 
norance, error,  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  im- 
moralities'and  diforders,  are  greatly  encouraged.  From 
whence  it  is  too  evident,  that  minifters  are  to  be  blam- 
ed as  well  as  people  for  the  prefent  barrennefs  under  the 
means  of  grace.  O  !  that  both  they  and  we  were  help- 
ed to  fee  the  caufe,  and  to  cry  for  the  balm  of  Gilead 
to  cure  us  of  it. 

Head  II,  I  proceed  to  the  fecond  head^  in  the  me- 
thod I  laid  down,  to  wit,  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  thofc 
dangerous  fymptoms  which  make  our  difeafes  feem  in- 
curable and  defperate  ;  for  which  there  is  yet  balm  in 
Gilead,  and  a  phyfician  there. 

I.  It  is  a  dangerous  fymptom,  when  the  body  is  uni- 
rerfally  diflrefTed,  and  when  there  is  a  complication  of 
difeafes  on  it,  and  fome  of  thefe  of  contrary  natures. 
Then  the  patient's  cafe  is  very  hopelefs,  and  the  cure 
much  defpaired  of,  becaufe  what  is  good  for  one  dif- 
eafe  is  bad  for  another,  Thus,  alas  !  it  is  with  the'bo- 
djr  of  Chrift  in  out  land.  The  church  is  fick  riot  in 
F  %  one;. 
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liim  with  mourning  and  fuppHcation,  as  he  calls  us  : 
But  we  will  ftill  go  on  in  our  oldtrourfes  without  relect- 
ing.  Our  cafe  is  not  unlike  that  of  God's  profeffing 
people  of  old,  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  **  For  the  iniquity  of  his 
covetoufnefs  was  I  wroth,  and  fmote  him,  I  hid  m^, 
and  was  wroth,"  And  yet,  after  all  thefe  tokens  of 
God's  anger,  it  is  added,  "  He  went  on  frowardly  in 
the  way  of  his  heart.  Now,  can  there  be  any  remedy 
for  him  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Yes,  the  Lord  faith,  there  is 
even  balm  in  Gilead  for  fuch  a'  defperate  condition, 
and,  which  is  moft  furprizing,  that  the  Phyfician  him- 
felf  will  come  atnd  apply  it,  as  he  adds  in  verfe  18.  **  I 
have  feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him.  In  thefe  hope 
lefs  circumftances  I  will  ftep  iu  myfelf,  with  the  balm 
in  my  hand,  which  will  heal  hifn  o^f  his  frowardncfs 
and  perverfenefs,  when  nothing  clfe  can.  Now,  who 
could  have  expeSed  fuch  a  word  in  fuch  a  defperate- 
likc  cafe,  and  that  there  could  be  balm  for  fuch  a  fro- 
ward  diftemper  of  heart !  One  might  have  thought 
God  would  have  added,  "  I  have  feen  his  ways,  and 
will  damn  him*"  But  inftead  of  that  he  fays,  "  I  have 
feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him."  Oh!  the  cdnde- 
fcending  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  to  the  chief  of 
finners. 

VI.  A  difeafe  is  judged  defperate  and  incurable, 
when  the  patient  lofes  his  fenfes,  or  turns  lethargic, 
that  he  cannot  be  aw  akcned.  Ah !  we  are  become  le- 
thargic under  our  maladies,  we  have  loft  our  fpirituai 
fenfes  in  a  great  meafure.  Our  hearing  is  gone,  we 
hear  not  the  voice  of  rods,  nor  the  voice  of  mercies, 
the  voice  of  confcicnce,  nor  the  voice  of  God's  word, 
nor  do  we  fet  about  the  duties  they  loudly  call  us  to. 
Our  fight  is  departed  from  us,  we  fee  nbt  the  Lord's 
hand  in  his  difpenfations  ;  when  mercies  come,  we  re- 
ceive them  like  brutes,  without  feeing  the  hand  that 
gives  them,  or  rendering  thanks  to  the  giver.  When 
afBidions  come,  and  the  Lord's  hand  is  moft  vifible  in 
them,  yet  we  fee  it  not,  like  thofe,  Ifa  xxvi.  11.  we 
fee  not  the  Achan,  the  fin  which  is  clearly  pointed  at 
by  the  rod.  Why  ?  becaufe  a  fpirit  of  flumber  and  of 
deep  fleep,  hath  fallen  down  upon  minifters  and  pro- 

feflbrs, 
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rage ;  but  alfo  tHe  inflimnaation  of  God's  wratb|  which 
is  wotfe  than  cither. 

IIL  When  difeafes  are  of  long  continuance  and  root- 
ed in  the  body^  the  cure  is  hard,  Deut.  xxviii.  59. 
Such  are  our  maladies,  which  make  us  ready  to  fay, 
there  is  no  hope.  Yet  the  balm  of  Gilead  can  cure  the 
oldeft  and  mod  rooted  diftcmper.  It  can  heal  thofe 
-who  hare  been  diftreffcd  for  many  years,  as  foon  as 
thofe  who  has  been  ill  but  a  few  days.  The  Phyfictan 
of  Ifrael  can  as  cafily  raife  up  his  people  when  their 
bone<^  are  dry,  as  when  juft  new  dead,  Ezek.  xxxvii. 

IV.  When  all  about  the  difeafed  look  on  their  cafe 
as  defperate,  we  lofe  hope.  This  is  our  cafe ;  all  who 
view  the  church,  look  on  her  as  fmking  ;  and  even, 
thofe  of  the  moft  faith  are  putting  the  queftion,  ♦*  Can 
thefe  dry  bones  live  ?"  And  we  are  apt  to  fay  of  our- 
felves,  with  the  poor  captives,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  11.  "  Be- 
hold our  bones  are  dryed,  our  hope  is  loft,  and  we  are 
cut  off  for  our  part."  Yet  even  when  all  give  up  the 
cafe  as  defperate,  the  balm  and  phyfician  in  Gilead  can 
effe£^uate  a  cure.  Wq  have  an  ailoniihing  promife  to 
the  church  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Jer.  xxx.  17.  "  For  1  will 
reftore  health  unto  thee,  I  will  heal  thee  of  thy  wounds, 
faith  the  Lord,  becaufe  they  called  thee  an  outcaft,  fay« 
ing,  this  is  Zion  whom  no  man  feeketh  after/'  Her 
cafe  was  hopelefs,  and  therefore  negle£led  by  all,  but 
even  in  that  cafe  the  balm  of  Gilead  can  "  bring  health 
and  cure,'*  Jer.  xxxiii.  6. 

V.  A  difeafe  is  the  more  dangerous,  when  its  threat- 
ening fymptoms  are  not  obferved,  fo  as  to  provide 
timely  remedies.  Ah  !  this  is  very  much  our  cafe, 
we  obferve  not  our  dangerous  fyrnptoms,  though  "  the 
fire  be  kindled  round  about  us,  we  lay  it  not  to  heart :" 
the  impending  clouds  of  wrath  and  judgments  do  not 
alarm  us,  fo  as  to  make  us  fearch  and  try  our  ways,  and 
'<  turn  again  unto  the  Lord."  The  prefent  calamitieA 
we  groan  under,  as  fcarcity  and  decay  of  trade,  war 
Snd  bloodfhed,  lofies  and  diiappointments,  the  griev- 
ances of  church  and  ftate,  do  not  make  us  fee  the  Lord's 
hand  in  them,  nor  hear  his  voice  by  them^  fo  as  to 
biimble^  Ourfelves  under  his  mighty  hand|  and  turn,  to 

him 
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to  the  world  with  a  commiffion  to  heal  fouls.  This 
connmifSon  he  opened  and  read  at  the  beginning  of  hir 
jniniftrY)  Luke  iv.  i8.  and  (Itll  after  owned  it  to  be  his 
bufinefs  to  heal  fouls.  Mat.  ix.  12,  i;^.  In  this  office 
of  healer,  he  was  held  forth  and  typified  of  old  by  the 
brazen  ferpent  that  healed  the  ftung  Ifraelities,  John  iii. 
14,  and  by  the  sun  ofjrighuousness  that  rifcth  to  us  with 
healing  under  the  wings,  Mai.  iv.  2.  and  by  the  trie  of 
hfey  whofe  leaves  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations, 
Rev.  xxii.  2. 

The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  bring  God-man,  is  nobly  qua- 
lified to  be  our  foul-phyfician  ;  for,  i.  He  hath  infinite 
knowledge  and  (kill  for  taking  up  all  difeafes,  with  their 
caufes,  and  the  proper  remedies  for  them,  fo  that  he  caa 
never  miftake  the  cafe  of  the  afili(B:ed,  nor  make  wrong 
applications  for  their  cure.  2»  He  hath  fovereign  au- 
thority and  almighty  power,  whereby  he  can  command 
difeafes  to  come  and  go  at  his  pleafure.  3.  He  hath  in- 
finite pity  and  readinefs  to  help  the  diftreffed  :  as  he 
hath  in  him  the  compailion  of  a  Goc^,  fo  he  bath  alfo 
the  bowels  of  a  man,  which  endows  him  with  a  peca<* 
li^r  tendernefs  of  ii^art  towards  us,  as  being  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  ;  and  hence  he  is  in- 
clined many  times  to  come  to  the  fick  without  being 
fent  for,  to  the  poor  who  have  nothing  to  give  him, 
and  to  be  found  of  them  who  never  fought  him.  On 
this  account  Chrift  is  reprefented  by  the  good  Samari-^ 
tan  that  came  to  the  wounded  man  that  fell  among 
thieves,  and  was  lying  by  the  way- fide,  in  a  helplefs 
cafe ;  the  diftrefled  man  fent  not  for  him,  but  he  came 
of  himfelf,  he  pitied  him  and  took  him  up,  and  poured 
wine  and  oil  into  his  wounds.  4.  He  hach  wonderful 
patience  towards  the  diftreffed,  he  doth  not  leave  them 
for  their  unthankful  carriage,  and  the  abufes  he  gets 
from  them,  but  bears  with  them  all,  and  refolutely  goes' 
on  with  his  dcfigned  applications,  till  the  cure  be  pcr- 
fe£ted.  He  knows  if  he  (hould  caft  them  oft',  none  elfe 
could  take  them  in  hand,  and  death  would  infallibly 
be  the  iftue. 

That  the  Lord  Jefus  might  convince  us  the  more^  of 
bis  compaffion  and  readinefs  to  heal  difeafed  fouls,  he 
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readily  cured  men's  bodies  when  he  was  on  earth  i  dnd 
put  none  away  that  came  to  him.  His  defign  in  tlib 
was  to  encourage  us  to  come  to  him  with  our  fott]-ma« 
ladies,  and  to  afford  us  a  llrong  prop  to  our  faith,  and 
an  argument  to  plead  with  him,  and  fay,  *^  Lord,  thou 
didft  fhewcompaffion  to  difeafed.  bodies  that  muft  rot 
in  the  earth,  and  wilt  thou  not  be  moved  with  pity  to 
precious  fouls  that  will  live  for  ever  ?  Did  the  difeafes 
of  bodies  draw  out  thy  bowels,  a^nd  (hall  not  the  wounds 
of  fouls  affeft  thee  much  more  ?  Was  it  not  thy  main 
errand  to  heal  fouls,  O  rejed  not  thofe  which  are  laid 
down  at  thy  feet."    ^ 

The  Fourth  Head.  I  propofed^  in  the  ^h  places 
to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  the  balm,  and  means  of 
healing,  which  the  Phyfician  makes  ufe  of. 

In  ihtjirft  place,  the  blood  of  Chrifl  may  juftly  be 
called  the  balm  ofGilead^  that  heals  fouls,  for  it  is  the 
meritorious  caufe  of  our  health  and  cure,  and  purchafe^ 
all  unjder  means  of  healing  to  us.  This  is  evident  from 
Ifa.  liii.  5.  **  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreflions^ 
he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  the  chaftifement  oi 
our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes  we  are 
healed.'^  Our  glorious  Phyfician  faw  that  no  lefs  than 
his  blood  and  ftripes,  his  fufTering  and  dying  in  our 
room,  could  fatisfy  juftice,  and  obtain  pardon  to  take  a- 
way  the  guilt  and  puniihment  of  (in,  and  procure  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit  to  remove  the  power  and  pollution 
of  (in,  and  therefore  he  willingly  Iheds  all  his  blood  for 
curing  us  of  the  difeafes  of  fm.  This  blood  then  is  our 
healing  balm.  Though  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  oth^r 
means  of  healing,  which  our  Phyfician  makes  ufe  .pf, 
yet  we  are  to  underftand  that  all  thcfe  are  ufed  in  fub- 
ferviency  to  Chrift's  blood,  which  is  the  bleffed  ifteri- 
torious  mean  of  our.  cure,  the  only  balm  that  procures 
all  the  other  means  of  healing  to  us  \  fome  of  which  I 
{hall  mention ;  as, 

I.  Tke  Spirit  of  God,  with  his  faving  operations  in 
fouls,  is  the  great  mean  of  healing,  which  our  (Ceding 
Saviour  procured  for  us.  He  fends  the  Spirit  to  inti- 
mate the  pardon  of  fin  to  the  wounded  confcience,  and 
thereby  cures  the  foul  of  its  fears  of  wrath.  And  for 
Vol.  IIL  G  curing 
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curing  tlic  power  and  pollution  of  fin,  ht  {ends  the  Spi- 
rit to  heal  and  change  the  nature,  to  fubdue  fin,  infufe 
grace,  and  incline  the  foul  to  holinefs.  And,  to  ren- 
der the  cure  univerfal  through  all  the  faculties  of  the 
foul,  he  enlightens  the  underftanding,  renews  the  will, 
ibftens  the  heart,  fanAifies  the  memory,  makes  the 
confcience  tender  and  lively,  and  fets  the  afiedions  up- 
on  right  objects.  Now,  all  thefe  operations  of  the  Spi- 
rit are  the  purchafe  of  Chrift^a  blood,  as  is  cleat  from 
Gal.  iii.  13,  14.  "  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,  that  we 
might  receive  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through  faith." 
May  the  Lord  fulfil  that  promife  to  us,  for  healing  oar 
fick  fouls  and  our  fick  land. 

II.  The  word  and  ordinances  of  Chrift  are  another 
mean  he  makes  ufe  of  for  healing  our  fpiritual  difeafes. 
Thefe  are  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  are  for 
healing  of  the  nations.  As  the  word  is  a  mean  in  the 
hand  of  Chrift,  and  his  Spirit  for  breaking  and  wound- 
ing the  hard  heart,  and  therefore  called  a  hammer  and 
a  {harp  fword ;  fo  it  is  alfo  a  mean  of  healing  the 
%trounded  foul,  by  bringing  healing  promifes  to  it,  and 
prefcribing  remedies  againft  fin,  according  to  Pfal.  cvii* 
io.  ^  He  fcnt  his^  word  and  healed  them,  and  deliver* 
ed  them  from  their  deftru£tion."  The  facraments  alfo 
are  means  of  healing,  as  they  feal  die  pardon  of  our 
fins,  and  bring  cordials  to  our  fainting  hearts. 

lU.  Affli£tions  are  means  of  healing,  made  ufe  of 
by  our  Phyfician.  He  fends  crofles  and  lofies  to  make 
us  feel  how  bitter  fin  is,  to  caufe  us  to  fearch  our 
wounds,  to  mourn  over  them,  and  refolve  againft  fin 
for  the  future.  San£l:ified  rods  are  the  purchafe  of 
Chrift's blood  to  his  patients;  they  are  his  phyfic  to 
purge  away  their  fins,  Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  *'  By  this  {hall 
the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit 
to  take  away  their  fin.  So  that  believers,  inftead  of 
murmuring,  ought  to  blefs  God  for  their  aflt^tions, 
feeing  they  are  Chrift*s  phyfic  which  he  hath  purchafed 
for  them  at  a  dear  rate. 

IV.  Stupendous  providences  are  fometimes  made  ufe 
of  by  Chrift  as  balm  {or  his  church's  difeafes,  when  he 
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doth  terrible  things  which  they  looked  not  £01,  as  in 
Ifa.  Ixiv.  3.  Thus  he  healed  the  fears  of  ifrael,  by  0- 
pening  a  way  for  them  in  the  red-fea.  He  healed  their 
murmurings  in  the  wildernefs  by  giving  them  waters 
out  of  the  locL  So  the  I^ord,  by  (lupendous  difpenfi^- 
tions  and  revolutions,  hath  oftet^  brought  relief  and 
healing  to  hi^  diftrefied  church  in  our  land,  as  in  the 
years  1560,  1638,  ^688,  1714,  and  at  other  times. 
O  let  us  fiiil  remember  tlie  years  of  the  right  hand  o£ 
the  moil  High* 

V.  Faithful  minifters  are  appointed  as  balm  and 
n^eans  of  healing  to  difeafed  fouls.  The  great  phyG« 
cian  fends  them  to  difpenfe  found  and  wholefome  doc« 
trincs  for  that'cnd,  i  Tim.  vi,  3.  Tit.  ii.  i.  They  arc 
his  apothecaries  to  weigh  out,  mix^  qualify  and  prepare 
the  medicines  according  to  his  prefcriptions :  This 
the  apoftie  points  at  by  a  minifter's  '^  rightly  dividing 
the  word  of  truth,"  %  Tim*  ii,  15.  and  Chrift  himfelf 
means  it  by  the  *'  fteward's  giving  his  houihold  their 
portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon,  Luke  :i^ii.  42.  It  ishap^ 
py  for  a  difeafed  church,  whtn  God  gives  ihem  under* 
fl^nding  of  the  times  (like  the  men  of  liTachar)  to  know 
what  Ifrael  ought  to  do  in  difficult  cafes-  And  it  is  as 
unhappy  for  her,  when  they  are  left  to  miftake  the  prop* 
per  me^ns,  and  fometimes  to  inflame  her  wQunds,  in- 
fiead  of  healing  them.  It  is  the  Iiord  that  mud  give 
xniniders  underftanding  in  all  things,  2  Tini.  ii.  7.  May 
they  be  helped  always  to  <iepend  upon  him  for  it. 

VL  Reforming  noagiftrates  have  been  made  ufe  of 
as  balm  for  the  church^  diftempers,  when  the  Lord  ftirs 
them  up  to  reflore  her  liberties,  redrejfs  her  grievances 
and  to  ufe  their  authority  to  curB  error  and  vice,  ido- 
latry and  fuperilition,  ta  call  fynods«  to  confult  about 
reformation,  and  excite  minifters  to  their  duty.  Such 
balm  were  David^  Solomon,  Jehofhaphat,  Joalh,  He- 
zekiah,  Jofiah,  and  Nehemiah,  to  the  church  of  God  in 
their  times?  And  fo  alfo  were  Ahafucrus^  Cyrus,  Da- 
rius, Artaxerxes,  and  other  heathen  magiftrates,  by  the 
Lord's  turning  their  hearts  to  favour  his  church  in  their 
dominions.  And  when  the  Lord's  time  of  fulfijiing 
his  promifes  to  her  doth  come,  he  can  ftiil  make  Itrang- 
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foribc  a  potion  ncTcr  fo  bitter,  TU  drink  it.  Let  Chrift 
do  with  mc  what  he  will,  if  !>c  cure  ray  difeafe,  all  is 
wclK  I  will  not  haggle  with  him  for  a  right  eye,  or  a' 
right  hand,  or  any  darling  (in,  or  any  thing  dear  to 
me  in  the  world ;  i^o,  every  thing  (hall  be  parted  with 
at  his  command.  Thus  the  (inner,  by  the  great  Phy- 
Ccian's  power  and  ikill,  is  made  fick  and  fenfible,  hum- 
l>Ie  and  willing,  in  order  to  prepare  him  for  the  healing 
balm.   ' 

II.  Another  ftep  which  the  Phyfician  takes  to  cure 
the  difeafed  man  :  He  by  his  Spirit  works  faith  in  his 
foul ;  that  is,  he  powerfully  per fuades  and  enables  him 
to  embrace  Chrift  as  his  Saviour,  and  apply  the  balm 
of  his  blood  and  merits  unto  his  wounds,  for  removing 
guilt,  pardoning  fin,  and.  reconciling  God  to  his  foul. 
Now,  when  this  is  done,  the  danger  of  death  is  over, 
John  V.  24.  "  He  that  believeth  (hall  not  come  into 
condemnatton,  but  is  pafled  from  death  to  life."  Faith 
is  a  healing  grace,  for  it  is  the  inftrument  which  applies 
the  healing  balm  of  Chrift's  blood  to  the  difeafed  foul. 
Every  touch  of  faith's  hand  brings  healing,  nay,  every 
one  of  its  looks  are  healing,  [fa.  xlv.  22*  '^  Look  un- 
to me,  and  be  faved.''  Thus  a  look  of  a  Aung  Ifrael- 
ite  brought  healing  to  his  wound.  So  Peter'3  look  to 
Chrift  healed  him  of  apoftacy.  Hence  Chrift  faid  to 
fcveral  difeafed  perfons,  "  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee 
whole."  So  here,  when  once  faith  applies  Chrift's  blood, 
the  guilt  of  fm  is  cured,  its  reigning  power  fubdued,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  difeafe  is  broken,  it  will  not  prove 
mortal. 

^efl.  How  (hall  I  know  whether  I  have  got  this 
healing  faith,  faith  which  hath  made  me  whole  i 

Anf.  See  whether  it  hath  the  evidence  of  a  healing 
faith  ?  I  •  Hath  thy  faith  brought  thee  to  a  peremptory 
refolution  to  ly  at  the  Phyfician's  door,  and  look  to 
him  alcjne  for  healing,  faying,  If  I  die,  it  (hall  be  at 
Chriit's  door,  for  there  is  no  other  name  given  under 
heaven,  nor  aniong  men,  whereby  I  can  be  healed. 
2-  Hith  thy  faith  ui^de  thee  fall  heartily  in  with  the 
gofpel  method  ot  hcaimg,  and  to  approve  it  as  a  beau« 
tiful  conttiirancc,  and  fay,  "  God's  covenant  of  grace 
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is  well  drdered  m  all  things,  and  fuitable  to  all  my  ma- 
ladies  ;  Chrift  the  Mediator  of  it  is  a  noble  Phyfician, 
and  complete  Saviour,  and  therefore  I  chufe  him  in  all 
his  offices,  and  accept  of  all  his  prefcriptions  for  my 
^ifeafed  foul :  I  accept  of  his  blood  to  wa(h  me,  his 
nghteoufnefs  to  cover  me,  his  Spirit  to  izxiOMj  me,  his 
\«^ord  to  dhred  me,  and  his  laws  to  govern  me.**  3. 
Sfce  whether  thy  faith  hath  determined  thee  to  open 
frankly  to  thy  Phyfician,  and  entertain  him  in  the  bell 
toomS  of  "thy  foul.  When  Chrift  knocked  by  his  Spi- 
rie,  did  thy  faith  make  thet  Milling  to  yielcjand  furren- 
dcr  all  thy  powers  and  faculties  to  him  ?  Didft  thou 
bring  the  keys  of  all  the  rooms  of  thy  foul  to  Chrift, 
and  particularly  of  thy  will,  faying,  **  Lord,  come,  chufe 
vhere  thou  wih  lodge,  where  thou  wilt  lie,  and  what 
du>u  wilt  have,  for  all  I  have  is  devoted  to  thee,  and  at 
thy  command/'  Now,  O  man,  if  thou  haft  got  fuch  a 
faith  as  this,  then  thy  faith  hath  iliade  thee  whole,  the 
healing  balm  is  applied,  the  cure  begun^  and  ftiall  a(^ 
furedly  be  perfefted  at  length. 

III.  Another  ftep  of  the  foul's  cure  is  by  the  renew- 
ing  and  fanftifying  work  of  ths  Spirit.  Aflbon  as  the 
Phyfician  gives  faith  to  apply  the  balm,  he  takes  the 
foul  into  his  hofpital,  places  him  among  his  patients^ 
ivhofe  difeafe  is  broken^  and  who  are  on  the  way  of  re- 
covery. He  takes  every  believing  foul  under  his  fpe- 
cial  care,  he  kindly  vifits  and  attends  them,  and  carries 
on  their  cure  by  his  Spirit's  renewing  and  fandiifying 
work :  And  this  he  doth  by  degrees,  for  the  wounds 
which  (in  hath  given  our  natures  are  fo  deep,  that  they 
take  long  time  to  heal ;  nay,  it  will  take  all  our  days 
before  the  cure  be  finilhed.  But  though  the  cure  be 
flow,  it  is  fure. 

^ejl.  By  what  fteps  or  degrees  doth  the  Phyfician 
carry  on  the  cure  in  believers  ? 

Ans*  I .  By  bis  Spirit  in  regeneration  ;  he  cures  the 
mind  of  its  blindnefs,  the  heart  of  its  hardnefis,  the  na- 
ture of  its  perverfenefs,  the  w//^  of  its  backwardnefs* 
the  memory  of  its  flipperinefs,  the  confcience  of  its  b^ 
numbednefsj  and  the  affeEikm  of  their  diforder;  all 

this 
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this  according  to  his  gracious  promifc^  EzeL  xxxvi.  26, 
27.  "  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart,  and  give  you 
an  heart  of  fieOi ;  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you, 
and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes."  It  is  by  his 
Spirit  within  us  that  the  cure  is  carried  on. 

i.  He  heals  his  people  by  intimating  peace  and  com- 
fort to  their  difquieted  fouls,  and  afTuring  them  that 
God's  anger  is  turned  away  from  them.  As  the  grant 
of  pardon  cures  the  guilt  of  fin,  fo  the  Spirit's  intima- 
tion of  it  pacifies  the  troubled  confcience,  and  brings 
healing  to  the  bones  which  were  broken  by  fin.  The 
believer's  fore  dill  runs  in  the  night  until  this  doth  come. 
Now  when  the  Phyfician  is  pleafed  to  quiet  his  people's 
minds,  comfort  their  drooping  fpirrts,  and  deliver  them 
from  the  apprehenfions  of  God's  wrath,  he  doth  re- 
markably advance  his  healing  work  in  them,  according 
to  Pfal.  XXX.  2,  3.  &c.  Pfal.  vi.  2.  Hof.  xiv.  4. 

3.  He  carries  on  the  cure  of  his  people,  by  fanftify- 
ing  their  natures,  infufing  grace  and  holinefs  into  all  . 
the  faculties  of  their  fouls,  and  adding  new  meafurc^^ 
and  degrees  thereof  from  time  to  time.  IncrC/%fe  of 
grace,  and  progrefs  in  fandlification,  is  a  continual  heaU 
in^  of  the  difeafe  of  fin,  according  to  Mai.  iv.  2.  "  The 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  {hall  arife  with  healing  in  his 
wings,  and  ye  (hall  grow  up  as  calves  in  the  ftall." 
Healing  and  growing  are  there  joined  together.  The 
more  we  grow  in  fandification,  the  more  our  cure  doth 
advance.  This  growth  indeed  is  often  infenfible  in  be- 
lievers, yea,  fomctimes  they  will  be  feized  with  new  dif- 
tempers,  and  be  getting  new  wounds,  fo  that  the  work 
will  fcem  to  go  back  ;  yet,  notwithftanding,  the  virtue 
of  Gilead'S  balm  will  infallibly  prevail  in  order  to  the 
perfefting  of  the  foul's  cure. 

4.  He  carries  on  his  healing  work  by  cherifhing  weak 
grace  in  his  people,  and  bleifing  the  means  of  grace, 
for  ftrengthening  and  increafing  it ;  and  fo  he  makes 
good  his  gracious  promife  and  character,  Matth.  xii. 
20.  "  A  bruifed  reed  (hall  he  not  break,  and  fmoking 
flax  (hall  he  not  quench."  We  hav^  an  inftance  o£ 
this  in  the  cafe  of  ITiomas  :  How  tenderly  did  he  blow 
on  his  fmoking  flax,  and  cheriih  his  weak  faith  !  John 
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XX  17.  "  Then  faith  he  to  Thomas,  reach  hither  thy 
finger^  and  behold  my  hands :  and  reach  hither  thy 
hand,  and  thruft  it  into  my  (ide,  and  be  not  faithlefs 
but  beliering." 

5«  He  advances  the  cure  by  weakening  indorelling 
lin  and  corruption,  and  removing  thofe  diftempers 
which  hinder  the  growth  of  grace  j  he  loofes  their 
bonds,  and  frees  them  from  their  fetters  and  ftraitnings 
in  duty,  arid  fets  them  at  liberty  to  "  walk  before  the 
Lord^in  the  land  of  the  living,"  and  even  to  ^  fing  in 
the  ways  of  the  Lord,"  Pfal.  czxxviii.  c. 

6.  He  caufes  his  *'  north  and  fouth  wind,"  with  their 
healing  influences,  to  '*  blow  upon  their  gardens  and 
fpxces,  and  fo  puts  life  in  their  graces,  and  draws 
diem  forth  to  exercife  in  performing  of  duty.  Tbu6 
he  quickens  faith  to  embrace  and  reft  on  a  crucified  Je« 
fus,  and  kindles  love  to  entertaia  him ;  and  be  iharpen^ 
the  foul's  appetite  after  its  food.  ^ 

7.  He  carries  on  ihe  cure  in  his  people,  by  giving 
them  new  difcoveries  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  fulnefs  and 
fuitablenefs  to  their  needs,,  to  draw  out  their  f^iith  and 
love  to  him.  Thi^  was  one  g4reat  defigi^  in-  fendiiig 
the  Spirit  into  the  world,  John  xvi.  14.  <<  He  (halt 
glorify  me,  for  he  Ihail  receive  of  mine  and  (hew  it  un- 
to you.**  Now,  how  doth  he  glorify  Chrilt,  but  by, 
(hewing  them  his  fulnefs  and  excellency,  and  making 
them  willing  ta  part  with  all  things  for  Chriil  and  his. 
righteoufnels,  a;id  content  to  borrow  all  they  want  out 
of  ChrilS's  fulnefs,  and  to  m^\i^  Chrift  their  All,  injuf- 
tification,  and  in  fanflification,  ai\d  in  glorification*^ 
The  more  the  (oul,  makes  ufe  of  Chrifi:,  and  lives  near 
him,  it  is  ftili  fo  much  th^  nearer  to  perfe£l;  heajth. 

8.  The  Spirit  carries  on  the  cure  in  h'\s  people  by 
caufing  them  to  breathe  after  a  full  conformity  to  Chrift 
and  his  image,  that  theit  fs^n^ificatipn  m^jy  be  complet-, 
ed,  and  they  fre^d.of  all  complaints  of  indweiling-fia 
and  imperfefk  feryices.,  Ijence  they  arie  ma^e  to  cry 
with  David,  Pfal.  cxix*  5.  *^  O.  that  my  ways  were  di« 
refked  to  keep  thy  ftatutes !"  And  with  Paul,  Rom.  vii* 
25.  **  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  wholhall  deliver  m% 
from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"  The  ftronger  the  foul's 
/   y9L,  Hit  H  breathings, 
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breatbtngs  are  of  tins  kind,  the  nearer  it  i$  to  perfeA 
health  and  cure. 

IV.*  The  laft  and  finilhing  ftep  of  tie  ^'nc^fei  foul's, 
cure  is  at  death;  it  is  only  then  th4t  the  foui  is  >T)Ade 
pcrfeftly  whole.  Then  it  is  that  our  grca.j  Fhyfici^n,  by 
his  Spirit,  pulls  up  all  the  To^ts  and  feedsof  the  difeafe^. 
and  makes  the  foul  perfe£b  in  holinefs,  ami  mec:t  for 
entering  into  heaven,  where  only  a  ftatt  of  perfed:^ 
health  is  enjoyed.  It  is  in  heaven  only  that  fin  and  mi- 
fery,  difeafes  and  con>plaint8|  can  find  no  place,  and  all 
pain,  forrow  and  crying,  (ball  pafs  away.  Tbere»  all 
CIrift's  recovered  patients  (hall  h..ve  pcrff  ft  and  uniu-^ 
terrupted  health  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity.  May 
we  then  have  grace  to  be  always  looking  out  and  long- 
ing for  that  happy  ftate  aiid  healthful  place,  where  the 
inhabitants  fliall  never  fay  they  are  fick,  being  all  for«» 
given  and  healed  of  their  fin  and  iniquity  !  May  our 
blefied  Phyfictan  fit  us  for  that  place,  by  beginning,  car- 
rying on,  and  completing  our  cure  from  the  difeafe  of 
fin,  by  all  thofe  ways  and  means  of  healing  wKich  he^ 
hath  appointed,  that  to  his  name  may  be  afcribed  glo«  ' 
sy  in  the  higheil,  through  endleis  ages.    Amen*  j 
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On  Jerem.  viii.  22.    Is  there  no  balm^  &c» 

NOW  proceed  to  the  laft  thing  propofed  in  tho 
method  I  laid  down,  viz.  * 

THE  APPLICATION. 

I.  This  do£lrine  ferves  to  inform  us  of  Ihc  amazing 
riches  of  divine  love  in  providing  a  Phyfician  for  our 
difeafed  fouls,  and  fuch  a  Phyfiqian  as  Jefus  Chrift  the 
eternal  Son  of  God !;  Qne  that  hath  mfinitely  more 
knowledge  and  (kill  than  all  the  angek  in  heaven  :  One 
that  hath  infinite  companions  wrapt  up  in  human  bow- 
els: One  that  hath  both  a  tender  heart  and  a  tender  handy 
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Pfalm  cx\f\u  3*  One  that  fufered  his  (i(k  to  be  opened 
and  his  heart  to  be  pierced,  that  his  blood  might  be- 
come balm  for  our  wounds*  Behold  an  aftonKhing 
cure  !  a  matchkfs  Phyfician  !  Other  phyficians  are  pro- 
digal of  their  patients  bk>od,  but  fparing  of  their  own ; 
but  our  glorious  phyGcian  faves  his  patient's  blood,  and 
pours  out  his  own :  And  of  it  he  makes  an  incompara- 
ble balm  for  our  wounds* 

A^ain,  we  may  fee  what  caufe  we  have  to  blefs  God 
for  his  diftinguiihing  goodnefs  to  Adam's  difeafed  fa- 
mily in  general,  and  to  our  difeafed  land  in  particular. 
The  angels  that  finned  had  no  phyfician  fent  to  them, 
but  we  have  a  matckleft  one  fent  to  us  the  fons  of  men. 
There  arc  many  opulent  nations  in  the  world  who  ne- 
Ycr  heard  the  ncw«  of  this  Phyfician,  and  his  healing 
balm  \  but  they  are  proclaimed  in  all  corners  in  Scot- 
land !  Thefe  have  the  gold  and  riches  of  the  Indies,  but 
iwrant  the  balm  of  Gilead,  which  is  of  infinite  more  va- 
i«e  than  all  they  have. 

11.  We  may  improve  this  doflrine  in  an  ufc  of  la- 
mentation for  the  fick'and  diftreffc^d  cafe  of  our  land, 
and  multitudes  of  fouls  therein  dying  of  their  wounds, 
notwithftanding  the  gofpel  offers  of  the  glorious  Phyfi- 
cian, and  his  excellent  balm  ,which  they  have  in  plenty. 
-Need  i  to  fay  any  thingj  to  inftruft  our  diftrelTed  and 
mournful  condition  ?  Surely,  if  the  abounding  of  infi- 
delity and  immorality,  excefs  and  extravagance,  error 
•and  fchifm,  divifions  and  breaches,  jealoufies  and  ani- 
fncTfities,  complain^ts  and  grievances ;  if  divided  minds 
•and  disjointed  hearts  -,  if  reelings  and  ftaisfgerings,  if  al^ 
tar  againft  altar,  if  dtxSrine  againft  doftrine,  if  worihip 
againil  worftiip,  if  poft  by  poit,  and  thrcihold  by  threih- 
old, — be  fymptoms  of  a  difeafed  land  and  church  that 
needs  the  balm  of  Gilead  \  then  may  we  conclude  our 
<:afe  is  bad,  and  our  need  great.  Ah,  now  it  is  a  fick- 
ly  time  with  the  land,  and  multitudes  are  fo  diilrtffed, 
€very  coruer  is  like  an  hofpital  or  infirmary,  and  few  of 
them  are  cured.  How  many  are  iangirilfaing  and  dying 
around  us,  of  one  difeafe  or  another,  either  of  the 
plague  of  unbelief,  the  (tone  of  the  heart,  the  giddineft^ 
of  the  head,  the  gangrene  of  error,  the  falling  ficknefs 
H  2  of 
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of  apoftacy,  the  palfy  of  unfteadinefsi  thtlethargy  of  fc- 
curity,  the  tympany  of  pride»  the  frenzy  of  paffionythe 
cancer  of  cnvy>  the  leprofy  of  vice,  the  dropfy  of  drunk- 
cnnefs,  the  fever  of  luft,  the  running  ulcer  of  outbrcak- 
ings,  inward  decays,  confumption  of  fpiritual  ftrength, 
or  fome  other  fpiritual  diftemper !  Ah,  our  difeafes  are 
pad  reckoning.  What  numbers  about  us  are  feized  with 
feeblenefs  of  knees,  and  weaknefs  of  hands,  fo  that  they 
can  neither  bow  down  the  one  nor  lift  up  the  other  in , 
prayer  to  their  Maker,  and  yet  never  are  iTeQGMe  of 
their  mifery,  nor  enquire  for  the  balm  of  Gilead,  or  the 
Phyfician  there. 

We  may  take  up  a  lamentation  over  the  Gck  and  dy« ' 
ing  among  us,  as  the  prophet  did  over  the  Jews,  in  the 
verfes  following  my  text,  Jer.  ix  i.  "  O  that  my  head 
wtre  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I 
might  weep  day  and:nlght  for  the  flain  of  the  daughters 
of  my  people."  Oh.!  what  flaughter  doth  the  plague 
of  fin  make  in  houfes  and  families  both  in  city  and 
country  !.  There  is  reafon  for  a  greater  cry  among  us, 
than  that  in  Egypt,  when  their  firft  born  were  flain  : 
Of  which  it  is  faid,  £xod.  xii.  30*  '^  And  there  was  a' 
great  qry  in  Egypt,  for  there  was  not  a  houfe  where 
there  was  not  one  dead."  But  ah !  Our.  cafe  is  worfe, 
for  we  have  many  houfes  where  there  is  not  one  alive, 
but  all  dead  fpiritually,  and  ready  to  die  eternally.  This 
alas  !  is  the  cafe  of  this  poor  land,  notwithftanding  the 
ibvereign  balm  that  abounds  in  it. 

^eji.  Whence  is  it  that  fo  few  are  healed,  when  the 
balm  and  Phyfician  are  fo  near  ? 

Ans.  The  caufe  is  furely  in  us:  For,  i*  Many  are 
not  fenfible  of  their  difeafes,  nor  feel  their  wounds : 
/  They  want  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life,  and  have  no  fenfe 
of  pain  \  and  hence  they  complain  of  their  inward 
plagues  or  ill  hearts.  The  dead  have^  no  feeling,  no 
cure,  no  fear.  And  therefore  many  ignorant  people 
fay.,  they  have  good  hearts  to  God,  and  do  thank  God 
for  it.  Alas  !  the  moil  part  are  dead,  lee  no  need  of 
this  balm,  and  will  not  apply  it. 

2.  Many  are  in  love  with  their  difeafe,  more  than 
with  the  Phyfician.    They  may  perhaps  fp^ak  againft 

fui 
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fin,  and  even  pray  againft  it,  but  in  their  hearts  they 
defire  not  that  God  fliould  hear  them.  God  may  Ciy 
to  them  a8  in  Pfal.  lii.  3.  *^  Thou  loved  evil  more  than 
good.'*    And  how  can  fuch  expe£):  to  be  healed  > 

3.  Many  negledl  the  feafon  of  healing,  and  do  not 
feek  after  the  Phyfician  and  hi3  balm  in  due  time.  Thej 
flight  Chrift  and  his  gofpel- offers,  in  the  days  of  yoata 
and  health,  and  never  begin  to  enquire  for  him  ciU  it 
be  too  late. 

4.  Many  will  not  truft  Chrift  wholly  for  healing,  but 
have  a  fquint  eye  to  other  phyficians,  as  to  their  duties^ 
prayers,  tears,  &c.  But,  my  friends,  either  Chrift  muft 
have  the  fole  honour  of  your  cure,  or  he  will  not  be 
your  Phyfician. 

5.  Many  will  not  fubmit  to  Chrift's  prefcription  (or 
healing  \  they  will  not  take  the  bitter  potion  of  lel£- 
fearching,  or  repentance,  or  contrition,  or  godly-for- 
row ;  nor  fwaliow  the  pill  of  mortification,  or  felf^de- 
nial :  and  therefore  they  remain  unhealed.  O  that  wc 
could  lament  over  them,  and  bewail  their  cafe  before 
the  Lord. 

III.  A  3d  ufe  of  this  do£lrine  maybe  of  confolation: 
And  furely  the  news  it  brings  of  the  incomparable  bairn 
of  Gilead,  and  the  phyfician  there,  may  afford  comfort 
to  the  (ick  church  and  land  wherein  we  dwell,  howe« 
ver  diftrefled  her  cafe  be.  Though  it  is  our  duty  to 
bewail  it,  yet  we  are  not  to  niourn  as  thofe  who  have 
no  hope.  Her  wounds  indeed  are  deep,  and  her. 
breaches  wide,  yet  her  cafe  is  not  defperate  while  there 
is  balm  in  Gilead,  and  a  phyfician  there.  Surely  the 
balm  hath  not  loft  its  virtue,  nor  the  Phyfician  his  com« 
pallion  towiirds  us  ;  nay,  we  ftill  have  pregnant  tn- 
ftances  of  his  mercy  and  pity,  amidft  the  wrath*  like  di& 
penfations  towards  Scotland,  which  are  figns  that  our 
good  Samaritan  hath  not  paffed  by  us  on  the  other  fide, 
like  the  Levite,  but  keeps  in  the  way  where  we  are,  and 
looks  witn  pity  on  our  wounds,  willing  to  apply  his 
balm  to  them.  Tea,  his  bowels  do  ftill  yearn  to  us, 
as  of  old  to  Ephraim,  and  make  him  fay,  *'  How  thall 
I  give  thee  up^  O  Scotland  f  Homt  ihal  I  deliver  thee  ? 

ftiy 
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My  heart  is  turned  vtxxKm  me,  my  repentings  areklnd'- 
Icd  toeff  ther " 

Ohje5f*  Seeing  it  is  notorious  that  the  PhyGcian  hath 
given  up  many  famous  churches,  when  dieir  difeafes 
were  defperaie ;  what  ground  have  we  under  fuch  dan- 
gerous fymptoms  to  expe£l  he  will  pity  us,  and  apply 
his  balm  for  our  riecovcry  ? 

jifif.  We  have  ftill  feveral  grounds  of  hope  ;  fuch  as, 

I.  Seeing  the  Lord  hath  begun  to  pour  out  his  vials 
upon  Antichrift,  we  may  conclude  he  will  not  ccafe 
till  they  be  all  poured  out ;  and  feeing  thereby  Anti- 
chrift hath  been  in. a  deadly  con fumption  thefe  200 
years  paft,  he  muft  furely  expire  at  length.  And  tho' 
fometimes  he  may  fecm  to  recover  a  little,  yet  the  Lord 
affures  us,  that  he  will  at  length  "  confume  him  with 
the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  deftroy  him  with  the 
brightnefs  of  his  coming.**  2  Theff  ii.  8.  By  which 
he  means  his  coming  in  the  brightnefs  of  gofpel-light, 
attended  with  the  down  pouring  of  his  Spirit.  Now, 
when  we  hear  of  the  Lord's  caufing  his  gofpel  fun-  (hine 
to  arife  and  fpread  in  any  place,  with  the  out  pouring 
of  his  blefled  Spirit,  for  convincing  and  converting  of 
fouls,  the  Lord  encourages  us  to  look  out  for  the  com* 
ing  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  downfal  of  Antichrift. 

a.  We  have  encouragement  to  hope  from  that  pro- 
phecy in  Rev.  xvii.  16.  which  fortteU  that  the  ten 
horns  or  kingdoms  which  formerly  fupported  Anti- 
chrift, (hall  be  inftruments  of  his  deftruftion  :  it  is  faid, 
"  They  (hall  hate  the  whore,  and  make  her  defolate." 
Now,  the  Lord  hath  made  Britain  one  of  thofe  ten  king- 
doms that  hate  her,  and  therefore  he  will  ftill  prcferve 
(as  formerly  he  hath  done  in  the  moft  perilous  times) 
a  goodly  reninant  that  fhall  be  the  prevailing  party 
there,  to  accompHih  that  grand  dclign.  And  feeing  the 
Lord  is  raifed  up  out  of  his  holy  habitntion,  and  hath 
already  begun  the  work,  he  will  farcly  carry  it  on, 
finifti  it  at  iaft,  however  it  be  interrupted,  and  things 
appear  unlikely  for  a  time. 

3.  We  may  draw  hope  from  the  fecond  pfalm,  and 
other  fcripturc  texts,  in  which  God  the  Father  promif- 
eth  to  "  give  his  Son  the  uttcrmoft  parts  of  the  earth 

for 
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for  a  poffeffion,  and  that  the  ifles  (hall  fee  Ms  (alvatioiit 
and  wait  for  his  law,**  which  places  ^o  take  in  Scot- 
land, a  nation,  (]thouj?h  remote  and  defpifed)  to  which 
the  Lord  hath  fhewed  a  diftingaifhing  rcfpe£k,  by  fend- 
ing the  gofpel  early  to  it,  advancing  rcformntion  to  a 
great  pitch  in  it,  pouring  out  his  Spirit  remarkably  on 
it,  taking  it  foicmnly  into  covenant  with  himfelf,  appear- 
ing often  for  the  intereft  of  religion,  when  almo(t  funk 
in  it,  and  raifmg  up  deliverers  for  it  when  opprcfT-d  bf 
enemies.  Now,  thefe  fignal  proofs  of  our  Redeemer's 
kinduefs,  gives  us  ground  to  hope  he  will  not  give  up 
the  land  that  from  eternity  was  given  him  by  his  glori- 
ous Father,  and  that  in  time  was  fo  foicmnly  farrend- 
cred  to  him  by  our  fathers,  who  are  now  at  tlieir  relU 

4-  There  is  a  mourning  and  praying  remnant  in  the 
land,  who  arc  grcatJy  afFeded  with  the  w^nt  of  God's 
Spirit  and  prefence  in  ordinances,  >vho  dcfire  to  lament 
after  the  Lord,  and  to  figh  and  cry  for  all  the  abomi- 
nations found  among  us.  And  tiiough  the  glory  oC 
the  Lord  be  gone  up  from  the  cherub,  yet  it  fccm&  dill 
to  hover  and  ftand  over  the  threlhold  of  the  door,  and 
many  are  pleading  and  protefting  againft  his  depar« 
ture  ;  And  God  hath  a  regard  to  the  prayers  and  tears 
of  a  faithful  remnant,  Pfal.  xii.  5  Pfai.  cii,  13,  14. 
,  5.  It  is  a  hopeful  token  for  the  land,  when  there  is 
a  ftir  and  noife  among  the  dry  bones  of  the  young  ge- 
neration, wiicn  thefe  are  awakened,  and  brought  under 
convidionsy  and  perfuaded  to  turn  from  their  old  cuf- 
tonii  and  companions,  and  to  look  towards  Chrift  and 
heaven.  Bieffed  be  God  for  what  is  to  be  f<?en  of  this 
in  fomc  places  :  O  that  it  were  general,  and  over  all  ! 
This  would  be  a  pledge  of  God's  continuing  his  a- 
bode  with  us ;  for  he  will  not  forfake  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  nor  abandon  the  pledges  of  his  grace. 
"Wherefore,  let  us  earneltly  wifli  and  pray  to  fee  more 
pf  the  Spirit's  work  among  the  young  in  our  day.  . 

6.  Many  of  God's  worthies,  who  are  now  in  glory, 
have  gone  off  the  (lage  in  the  belief  and  perfuafion, 
th«it  God  would  yet  anfe  and  have  mercy  on  his  Zion 
in  this  iai^d  \  that  be  would  fignally  build  her  up,  and 
appear  in  his  glory  ^  yea^  that  there  would  be  more  glo- 
rious 
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lious  gofpel-days  feen  in  Scotland,  than  they  or  their 
fathers  had  beheld ;  and  we  are  encouraged  to  hope 
that  God  will  not  let  the  words  of  his  dying  faints  fall 
to  the  ground. 

7.  The  accounts  we  have  lately  got  of  the  effufion^ 
of  God's  Spirit,  and  the  difplays  of  fovereign  grace  in 
in  the  converfion  of  fouls,  through  the  Englifh  planta- 
tions in  America,  and  other  parts  of  the  world^  give  us 
ground  to  hope  that  God  is  about  to  accompliih  his  pro- 
jnifes  to  his  church  in  the  latter  days,  when  the  earth 
IhaU  be  fitted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord*  Now, 
if  the  King  of  Zion  hath  already  begun  his  circuit,  as 
if  he  defigned  to  ride  in  triumph  through  his  churches, 
can  we  think  he  will  pafs  by  Scotland,  where  he  hath 
a  watting  and  wreftting  remnant,  lookiag  out,  and  rea- 
dy to  (top  him  with  their  cry,  and  even  to'caft  forth  a 
fiood  of  tears  in  his  way  ?  O  !  will  not  ancient  kind- 
nefs  then  revive,  and  his  heart  warm  to  his  covenatit- 
ed  !and,  where  his  dwelling  hath  been,  and  his  goings 
feen  in  the  times  of  old  !  Ol  may  not  poor  Scotland 
2ifo  plead  for  a  vifit,  according  to  the  multitude  of  his 
tender  mercies  ?  Indeed,  the  diviiions  of  Reuben,  and 
our  long  degeneracy,  may  occafion  great  thoughts  and 
fearchings  of  heart  about  our  cafe  :  yet  the  rorcgoing 
confiderations  may  encourage  us  to  wait  and  pray  in 
hope,  however  dark  arid  cloudy  the  day  be,  efpecially 
feeing  our  bleffed  Phyfician  hath  not  taken  away  his 
healing  balm  from  us,  but  doth  ftill  preferve  it  pure  in 
the  land* 

^»^.  Seeing  there  ts  balm  in  the  land,  and  the 
Phyfician  willing  to  apply  it,  why  is  not  the  health  of 
the  daughter  of  my  people  recovered  ?  How  is  it  that 
Scotland's  wounds  are  fo  Jong  a  healing  ^ 

Af^*  I.  God  in  his  wifdom  may  order  it  fo,  that 
our  wounds  may  be  more  laid  open,  and  the  corrup- 
tions thereof  better  difcovered,  for  our  deeper  humiliao 
tion.  So  God  kept  liiraei  wandering  **  forty  years  in 
the  wildernefs,  to  humble  them  and  prove  them,  and  to 
know  what  was  in  their  heart  :'^  Dcut.  viii.  a.  The 
continuance  of  wounds  and  gtieyances  is  needful  for 
the  tibial  and  difcovery  of  many  ^  for  thereby  fuch  who 
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VfCTC  under  covert  are  made  knowiii  and  the  corrupt 
r  ^       diftinguHhed  from  the  fincere  :   the  falfenefs  and  rot- 

1  "        tennefs  of  many  had  not  been  made  evident,  if  wounds 

had  not  been  to  long  kept  open,  and  giievances  con- 
tinued. 

II.  The  care  may  be  poftpqned  to  take  our  hearts 
wholly  off  from  the  creatures,  ^nd  to  convince  us  o( 
the  infufficiency  of  all  other  phyficians  befidc  the  Phy- 
(ician  in  Ilrael*     We  do  not  naturally  come  to   Godj 

I  until  We  fee  there  is  help  for  us  no  where  elfe  :  while 

j  there  is  any  view  of  relief  from  creatures,  we  go  firfl: 

I  to  them  J  fo  we  find,  when  "  Ephraim  faw  his  ficknefs^ 

I  and  Judah  his  wound,**  the  firft  phyfician  they  fought 

f  to,  were  the  Affyrians,  and  king  Jarib,  who  could  not 

heal  them,  Hof.  v.  13.     Upon  which  account  we  fee 

the  judgment  is  !!iot  only  continued,  but  inCreafed ;  fot 

the  Lord  faith  in  the  following  verfes,  that  he  *'  will 

not  tear,  but  go  away*'  from  them ;  and  his  defign 

therein  is  to  make  them  turn  to  himfelf  as  their  only 

'  Phyfician,  which  at  length  they^  are  brought  to,  for 

Hof.  vi.  I*    They  fay,  **  Come,  and  let  us  return  to 

the  Lord:  for  he iiatn  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us,  hd 

hath  fmitten,  and  he  will  bind  us  up."     it  would  be  9, 

happy  cffea,  if  our  difappointments  from  the  creatures 

would  humble  us  for  our  fin  and  folly,  and  bring  us 

off  all  things,  to  look  to  God  himfelf  only  for  healing. 

III.  Difeafes  continue  unhealed,  when  the  caufes 
thereof  are  fecret  and  undifcovered.  We  fee  Ifracl 
continued  in  a  diftrcffcd  cafe,  as  long  as  Achan's  ac- 
corfed  thing  lay  hid  in  his  tent.     All  the   humiliation 

1  and  prayers  of  Joihua  and  the  elders  of  Ifracl,  Jofh.  vii- 

:  -  could  not  heal  them,  till  the  accurfed  thing  was  laid 

open  and  difcovered.  And  this  (hould  put  us  on  to 
j  "^ry  and  fearch  more  narrowly,  if  there  be  not  fomc  fc^ 

I  cret  fin  of  this  land  undifcovered,  fome  Achan  in  the 

,  camp,  fome  Jonah  hid  under  deck,  which  makes  th^i 

I  fea  to  work,  and  grow  more  tempcftuous  5  fo  that,  let 

mariners  row  as  they  will,  there  is  no  getting  into  the 

harbour  oi  peace.  Surely  fome  accurfed  thing  is  over-^ 
J  looked  by  us,  fuch  as  our  old  covenant  breaking,  per- 

fecution,  bloodlhed,  our  contempt  of  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
?  Vol.  III.  I        .  out 
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our  pmng  the  world  hi«  rdom»  &c»  May  thefe  hid 
evils  be  difcovered  ;  which  continue  our  ftornij  and  per- 
petuate our  difeafesi  fo  that  there  is  no  healing  for  us* 

iV.  Our  wounds  arc  fo  long  a  healing,  becaufe  wc 
do  not  fobmit  to  the  Phyfician's  diredlions  ;  we  will 
not  abftain  from  things  which  inflame  out  wounds, 
fuch  as  the  invading  of  the  rights  of  Chrifl:  and  his 
church ;  nor  humble  ourfelves  for  old  and  late  fins  ; 
we  will  not  put  honour  upon  free  grace,  nor  make  ufe 
of  the  balm  of  our  Phyfician*s  blood  :  we  decline  to  fet 
about  extraordinary  fading,  humiliation^  and  prayer,  and 
fay,  what  a  wearincfs  is  it  ?  We  do  not  cry  and  wreftle 
for  the  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit^  that  only  can  ap^ 
ply  the  balm,  and  heal  our  land,  but  look  to  other  me- 
dicines* Many,  alas  !  though  they  complain  of  their 
difea(e,  are  not  willing  to  part  with  it,  but  have  a  fe- 
cret  liking  to  it.  -  Were  wc  once  brought  to  fee  our 
difeafe,  to  value  our  Phyfician,  to  be  wholly  refigned 
to  his  wili,  and  to  fay  with  Paul,  "  Lord,  what  would 
thou  have  us  to  do  V  there  would  be  hope  in  Ifrael 
concerning  us* 

iV.  K  fourth  ufe  of  this  doftrinc  may  be  of  cxa- 
mihation.  And  I  would  exhort  every  one  to  try  if  they 
have  yet  come  to  Chrift,  and  got  his  healing  balm  ap« 
plied  to  them»  For  though  believers  are  not  perfcftly 
cured  in  tliis  life,  yet  when  they  come  to  Chrift  by  faith, 
they  fliare  of  the  healing  virtue  of  his  blood,  and  are 
put  in  the  way  of  healing  :  The  force  of  their  difeafe 
is  broken,  and  the  Spirit  takes  them  under  cure.  Exa-* 
mine  yourfclves,  then,  if  the  healing  work  be  begun  in 
you.  I  offer  you  fome  marks  of  it,  fee  if  you  can  ap- 
ply them  to  yourfelves. 

1.  Were  you  ever  brought  the  length  to  have  fuch  a 
fenfe  of  your  fores,  and  fuch  a  feeling  of  your  wounds, 
as  to  be  content  to  give  all  the  world  for  tlie  balm  of 
Gilead  tathem  ?  Such  a  lively  feeling,  where  it  is,  is  a 
hopeful  token ;  whereas  thofe  who  ate  ftill  eafy  about 
fin,  never  faw  it  fo  as  to  hate  it,  or  make  ferious  en- 
quiry for  the  Phyfician,  their  wound  is  unhealed. 

2.  ts  your  drought  abated, .  I  mean,  your  third  after 
fin  and  the  worl^  \  are  you  now  out  of  h)ve  with  them  ^ 

this 
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ihis  faith,  the  ftrcngth  of  your  difeafe  is  broken.  But 
if  you  be  ftill  in  Ipve  with  the  world,  or  any  predomi- 
nant (in,  or  go  in  fin  without  remorfe,  ypur  difeafe 
continues. 

3.  Have  you  a  better  appetite  for  yoijr  food  than 
formerly  ^  do  you  relifti  the  ordinances  and  means  pf 
communion  with  God  more  than  before  ?  it  is  a  good 
fign.  But  if  you  have  no  )ikjng  to  thefe,  your  diftem- 
pcr  remains^ 

4.  Have  you  got  a  high  efteem  of  your  Phyficiaq, 
and  a  heart  affeftion  to  him  :  it  is  a  good  token  :  for 
it  is  natural  for  people  to  efteem  and  love  thofe  whp 
have  cured  their  diieafes,  and  faved  their  lives  ;  fo  was 
it  with  the  blind  man,  John  ix.  that  was  cured  by  Chrift : 
he  had  a  great  efteem  of  him,  and  all  the  reproaches 
caft  upon  him  by  his  enemies,  could  by  no  means  alter 
his  thoughts  of  him. 

5.  It  is  a  good  fign  if  you  make  your  Phyfician  kind- 
ly welcome  to  your  heart  and  houfe  j  if  you  give  him 
the  beft  enitertairmient  you  have,  and  guard  againft  eve- 
ry thing  that  would  offend  him.  But  thofe  who  (hut 
their  doprs  againft  the  Phyfician,  and  refufe  accefs  tp 
precious  Chrift,  they  are  ftill  under  their  difeafe. 

6.  Can  you  abide  the  light  better  than  before  ?  Arp 
you  brought  the  length  to  lov^  fearching  fermons,  ani 
thofe  minifters  that  would  fearch  io  the  bottom  of  your 
wounds,  in  order  to  a  more  thorough  cure  ?  Are  you 
more  defirous  than  ever  to  have  fin  ditcovercd  >  Then 
it  is  a  good  fign*  But  if  you  (hun  the  light,  and  de- 
(ire,  like  fick  perfpns,  to  have  the  curtains  drawn  upofi 
you ;  or  if  you  love  thofe  prophets  beft  who  would 
heal  your  wounds  flightly,  and  only  (kin  them  over  to 
you,  faying,  "  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace  \'* 
$18  thofe  in  Jer.  vi.  14.  then  your  difeafe  ftill  remains. 

7.  Do  you  now  fee  more  and  more  of  the  vanity  of 
all  other  medicines  befides  the  balm  of  Giiead  ?  If  you 
now  fee  the  utter  inlufficiency  of  the  balm  of  your 
convifiiions,  refolutions,  prayers,  tears,  reformations, 
duties,  &c.  to  heal  your  wounds,  it  is  a  good  token  ; 
but  if  you  are  ftill  trufting  to  any  of  thefe,  you  remain 
unhealed. 

I  2  8.  Have 
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8.  Hav«  you  attained  to  the  frame  of  the  thankful 
leper,  who,  when  he  was  healed,  turned  back,  fell  down 
at  Chrift'i;  feet,  glorified  God,  and  gave  him  thanks  ? 
as  in  Luke  xvii.  15,  16.  Have  you  got  humble  and 
thankful  hearts  ?  Do  you  defire  with  the  Pfalmift  to 
blefs  the  Lord  with  your  fouls,  and  all  that  is  within  you 
to  blefs  his  holy  name,  for  healing  your  wounds  and 
difeafes :  as  in  Pfal.  ciii.  i.  3.  then  it  is  a  good  iign. 

9.  Are  you  more  able  for  labour  and  fervice  than 
formerly  ?  Do  you  find  more  ftrength  and  willingnefs 
to  run  on  God's  errands,  fight  his  battles,  and  perform 
commanded  duties  ?  It  is  a  fign  of  recovery  :  for  we 
fee  what  is  foretold  concerning  the  happy  effects  of  this 
balm  of  Gilead  in  gofpel  times,  Ifa.  xxxiv.  5,  6t  "  Tlien 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  (hall  be  opened,  and  the  lame  man 
jhall  leap  as  an  hart/' 

10.  Have  you  a  holy  jealoufy  and  fear  of  every  thing 
that  might  entangle  you  or  draw  you  into  fin  ?  That 
is  furely  a  good  fign.  We  fee  what  Chrift  faid  to  the 
impotent  man  whoni  he  had  healed,  John  v.  14.  *'  Be-., 
hold  thou  art  made  whole,  fin  no  more."  As  it  is  the 
duty,  fo  it  will  be  the  inclination  of  every  healed  foul 
to  guard  ^ainft  wounding  itfelf  any  moT<.  It  will  be 
the  earneft  defir^  of  that  (oul  that  it  may  not  go  back  to 
the  houfe  of  Jonathan,  and  its  former  difi;refSd  ^condi- 
tion again.  Now,  if  you  can  apply  one  or  more  of  thefe 
marks  to  yourfelvesi  tnen  you  may  conclude  that  Chrift 
bath  taken  you  under  cure :  his  balm  is  ajpplied  to  you, 
and  the  work  of  healing  is  begun.  May  we  all  feel  this 
in  ourfelvesj  for  Jefu6  Chrift's  fake.    Amen. 
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Exhortation  to  come  to  Chrifl  for  Heallng« 
SERMON    yiL 

On  Jercm.  viii.  HI.  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gileafl?  &c. 

V.  TT  AVING  improved  the  do£lrine  in  feveral  u* 
JTX  ^^^»  ^  proceed  to  a  5/^  ufe^  namely  of  ex- 
hortation. And  here,  in  the  name  of  the  liOrd,  I  ex- 
hort and  bcfeech  all  poor  difeafed  fouls  to  come  to  the 
blefled  Phyfician  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  excellent  balm 
for  healing  all  their  wouikIs  and  difeafes,  be  they  never 
fo  defperate.  O  fick  fouls,  why  are  you  fo  unwilling 
to  come  and  be  healed  ?  If  your  bodies  be  fick,  and  a 
famous  phyfician  near,  there  is  fio  fmall  ftir  in  tiding 
and  travelling  to  him  for  help.  But  though  your  foul 
be  deadly  Gck,  and  in  immediate  hazard  of  eternal  dcfth, 
and  the  great  Healer  juft  at  hand  ;  how  little  motion  is 
there  amongft  you  towards  him  !  How  amazing  is  the 
ftupidity  of  the  world,  which  is  no  better  than  a  com- 
mon hofpital !  Though  every  man  in  it  be  like  the  man 
that  fell  among  thieves,  Luke  x.  37.  robbed,  and  dead- 
Iv  wounded  5  yet  very  few  are  groaning  for  this  good 
Samaritan  to  come  and  bind  up  their  wounds.  How 
defirable  would  it  be  to  fee  difeafed  (ii>ners  come  flock- 
ing to  Chrift  with  their  foul  maladies,  Kke  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Genezareth  with  their  bodily  ailments,  when 
Chrift  landed  among  them,  Mark  vi.  55,  56.  there  it  is 
faid,  ***  They  ran  through  that  whole  region  round  a- 
bout)  and  began  to  carry  about  in  beds  thofe  that  were 
fick,  where  they  heard  he  was.  And  whithcrfoever  he 
entered  into  villages,  or  cities,  or  country,  they  laid  the 
fick  in  the  ftreets,  and  befought  him  that  they  might 
touch  if  it  were  but  the  border  of  his  garment;  and  as 
many  as  touched  him  were  made  whole.*'  Well,  did 
Chrift  refufe  lifcierty  to  any  of  thofe  fick  perfons  to 
touch  him  ?  No,  they  were  all  welcome,  whatever  their 
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Ccknefs  was,  be  it  never  fo  deadly  or  defp^rate:  And 
this  our  bleffed  Jefus  c^ufed  to  be  recorded  here  for 
your  encouragement  to  come  to  him  with  your  foul* 
diftrefles.  O  to  fee  fuch  a  ftir  among  you  about  your 
fouls,  as  was  among  that  people  about  their  bodies ! 
Where  elfe  can  you  go  with  them,  but  to  Jefus  Chriftj 
the  only  Phyficiftn  of  fouls  ?  If  you  go  to  the  other 
phyficians,  it  wiH  juil  befal  you  as  it  did  that  poor  wo- 
ii>?i|i  which  had  an  iffue  of  blood  twelve  years,  Mark  v, 
26,  27.  She  went  to  many  phyficians,  and  fpent  all 
that  ihe  had,  and  was  nothing  better,  biit  grew  worfe, 
til!  at  laft  Ihe  came  to  Chrift,  who  cured  her  for  no- 
thing. 

In  profecuting  this  exhortation,  I  (hall  addrefs  my- 
felf  to  feverai  forts  of  difeafed  fouls.  I.  The  infcnfible 
and  fccure.  11.  The  fcnfible  ^nd  feeling,  III.  Thofij 
who  are  in  the  way  of  healing  and  recovery. 

L  I  begin  with  the  infenfible,  thofe  who  know  not 
their  difeafes,  nor  feel  their  wounds,  and  therefore  fee 
BO  need  of  the  balm  of  Oilead,  or  the  Phyfician  there. 
As  there  are  multitudes  killed  by  ignorance,  fo  great 
numbers  are  undone  by  felf  flattery.  Many  apprehend 
themfelves  to  be  found  and  whole,  who  in  the  mean 
time  arc  mortally  fick  and  dying.  Solomon  faith  there 
is  a  generation  of  fuch  felf  conceited  perfons,  Prov. 
XXX.  12.  In  fuch  a  cafe  was  the  church  of  Laodicea, 
Rev.  iii.  x^.  How  foolifhly  did  that  proud  Pharifec 
flatter  him  felf  ?  Luke  xviiii  11.  12.  He  thought  him- 
Iblf  perfeftly  well,  found  and  whole,  when  his  foul 
was  deadly  fjck,  and  ready  to  drop  into  hell.  In  like 
manner  do  m  iny  deceive  themfcives.  Ah  !  they  never 
irommuncd  with  their  own  hearts,  never  took  their 
fouls  afide  to  enquire  if  they  be  yet  under  the  mortal 
difcafe  wherewith  they  were  born  j  or  if  they  have  gone 
to  the  foul  phyfician  for  his  heading  balm.  In  order 
to  awaken  fuch  fecure  thoughtlefs  fouls,  con&der  thefe 
few  things : 

I,  While  you  arc  infenfible  of  your  difeafe,  your 
cafe  is  highly  dangerous  and  miftrable.  Why  ?  i. 
You  are  unc  onverted,  unfandllfied,  and  dying  in  your 
(ins,  John  viii*  24,    To  die  in  your  fms;  is  infinitely 
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worfe  than  to  die  in  a  dungeon  among  ferpents ;  for 
thefe  curfed  ferpents,  your  fins,  will  go  to  the  grave 
with  you  a>  your  eompanions,  and  to  the  tribunal  with 
you  as  your  accufers,  suid  to  hell  with  you  as  your  tor- 
mentors. 2,  Your  fouls,  while  difeafed,  are  moft  loath* 
feme  to  God  ;  for  you  are  not  only  without  the  imag[e 
and  Spirit  of  God,  but  you  are  fwarming  with  the  ver- 
min of  fin  and  filthy  lufts.  3.  You  are  flaves  to  the 
devil,  drudging  night  and  day  at  his  work,  grinding  at 
his  mill,  and  feeding  on  his  huiks  \  he  hath  you  in  fet« 
ters,  but  you  are  infenfible  of  it :  Satan  deals  with  you 
as  the  Philiftines  with  Sampfon,  puts  out  your  eyes  that 
you  may  not  fee  your  chains.  4.  Your  whole  a<fiiQns» 
natural,  civil,  and  religious,  are  all  an  abomination  to 
God.  Not  only  your  eating  and  drinking,  buying  and 
felling  ;  but  alfo  your  praying  and  communicating,  arc 
abhorred,  as  being  without  faith  in  Jefus  Chriil.  Be- 
aded, the  leprpfy  of  fin  which  overfprcads  you,  defiles 
all  your  bed  performances.  5.  Your  difeafeis  Hill  the 
more  dangerous,  that  you  are  not  fenfible  of  it ;  for 
while  it  is  fo,  you  are  out  of  the  way  of  healing,  ac- 
cording to  Mat.  ix.  12.  The  whole  fee  no  need  of  a 
phyfician«  Awake,  therefore,  O  fecure  foul,  confider 
thy  cafe,  and  flee  to  the  great  Phyfician  for  help ;  uii« 
til  you  fee  your  mifery,  you  will  hot  prize  the  remedy. 

2.  Confider,  though  you  be  moll  miferahle  and  dif- 
trefled  by  fin,  yet  you  have  the  balm  of  Gilead  freely 
offered  to  you  in  the  gofpel,  that  can  heal  and  fave  the 
moft  difeafed  foul,  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  **  Look  unto  me,"  faith 
Chrift,  *'  and  be  ye  faved."  And  though  ye  have  beer* 
(tout-hearted  againft  God,  yet,  faith  he,  "  Hearken  un- 
to me,  I  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs  to  you,"  Ifa.  xlvi* 
12,13.  It  is  a  pleafure  to  him  to  bring  this  bairn  near 
to  you,  and  to  fee  poor  finncrs  wiUing  to  make  ufe  of 
it  \  for,  faith  he,  Ezek.  xviii.  32.  ^'  i  have  no  plejifurc 
in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  wherefore  turn  your- 
felves,  and  live  ye."     See  alfo  Ezek.  xxxiii.  2. 

3.  Confider  how  long  you  have  flighted  this  balm 
already  ;  wherefore,  if  you  negled)  it  any  longer,  your 
day  of  gtace  may  come  to  an  end,  and  your  healiag  time 
go  over  J  fo  that,  when  you  would  be  healed,  the  balm 

may 
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may  be  far  from  you.  Wherefore  improve  your  day, 
like  that  people  in  Capernaum,  Luke  vr*  40,  *'  Now 
when  the  fun  was  fetting,  ail  they  who  had  any  fick 
with  divers  difeafes,  brought  them  unto  him,  and  he 
laid  his  hand  on  every  otie  of  them,  and  healed  them.'' 
Go  you,  O  difeafed  fouls,  and  do  iikewife.  Many  of 
you  have  delayed  till  the  fun  is  at  thefetting^  the  fun  of 
the  jrofpel,  the  fun  of  your  life,  the  fun  of  your  health 
and*(lrength.  O,  then,  make  hafte  before  the  fun  fet, 
to  bring  your  Gck  fouls  to  Chrift  to  be  cured :  For 
•*  now  is  the  accepted  time,"  2  Cor.  vi.  2.  Now  is 
your  healing  day.  And  if  you  (hould  lofe  this  day  of 
your  healing,  to-morrow  may  be  the  day  of  your  eter- 
nal wounding.  ,        ' 

^fft.  But  what  (hall  we  do  to  attain  to  a  fcnfe  and 
feeling  of  our  wounds,  in  order  to  healing  ? 

jins.  Take  this  advice  : 

1.  Be  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  all  outward  means  :  read 
the  fcriptures,  and  get  the  knowledge  of  your  loft  ftate 
in  Adam,  and  the  way  of  falvation  through  a  Surety's 
righteoufoefs.  Attend  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
which  is  the  ufuai  means  of  converfion  :  be  not  abfent 
from  the  ordinary  occafions  of  it,  left  you  mifs  that 
fcrmon  that  was  moft  fuitable  to  your  cafe,  and  might 
have  been  the  means  of  faving  your  fouls.  The  devil 
is  at  pains  to  keep  you  from  fome  fermons,  for  he  may 
know  what  minifters  are  preparing  before  hand,  and 
when  he  fees  any  thing  coming  that  is  likely  to  touch 
you,  he  will  contrive  fome  temptation  to  keep  you  back 
from  hearing  it. 

2.  Study  to  affeft  your  hearts  with  what  you  hear 
of  your  mortal  difeafe,  the  finful  natures  you  brought 
into  the  world,  their  pollution,  rebellion,  and  enmity 
againft  God.  Think  upon  the  many  afts  of  rebellion 
you  have  broke  out  againft  heaven.  Think  alfo  how 
near  you  are,  while  unhealed,  to  everiafting  burning, 
yea,  every  moment  on  the  brink  of  the  fiery  furnace, 
and  kept  out  of  it  only  by  the  thread  of  life,  which  may 
be  broke  by  any  bit  of  bread  you  eat,  by  flipping  of  a 
foot,  by  ftumbiing  of  a  horfe,  and  by  hundreds  of  dif- 
tempers,  which,  like  fo  many  lighted  candles,  are  ready 
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to  bum  the  thread,  and  let  your  difeafed  fouls  drop  in- 
to the  bit  for  ever. 

3*  when  God  (hck)t8  the  arrow  of  conviflion  into 
tite  confcience,  do  not  feek  to  fliake  it  out  till  it  reach 
the  end  For  which  it  was  fent.  Be  not  like  thofe  who 
^o  to  their  callings  to  work  it  out,  or  to  their  cups  to 
drink  it  out,  or  to  their  beds  to  fleep  it  out,  or  to  their 
games  to  dirert  it  out.  But  go  rather  to  your  knees, 
and  pray  thiat  die  wound  may  be  medicinal  and  faving, 
that  it  may  be  as  deep  as  needful,  and  the  power  of  the 
Lord  may  be  prefent  to  heal  you :  Apply  to  Jefus  your 
Phyfieian,  that  he  may  take  out  the  arrow  with  his  own 
hand,  and  bring  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  the  wound. 

4*  Apply  to  the  holy  Spirit,  who  is  the  author  o£ 
faving  conYtdlions,  and  implore  his'gracious  influences  \ 
for  the  dry  bones  ftir  not  till  he  breathe  upon  them. 
It  is  the  office  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  apply  Chrift's  pur- 
chafe  to  you,  and  faving  conYi£lions  are  the  firil  part 
of  that  purchafe  he  makes  you  partake  of.  Plead  then 
with  him,  "  Lord,  come  and  do  thine  office,  art  thou 
not  as  willing  to  apply  as  Chrift  was  to  purchafe  ?  Is  not 
the  Spirit  the  applier  as  freely  promifed  as  Chrift  the 
Phyfician  !  Is  not  that  a  free  promife,  Ezck.xxxvi.  "  I 
will  put  my  Spirit  within  you  ?"  It  depends  upon  no 
<:oitdition  in  us,  only  it  is  faid,vcr.  37. "  I  will  be  enquir- 
ed of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them."  And  now, 
Zjord,]  am  enquiring  for  it  as  I  can,  O  do  it  for  me." 

IL  I  come  next  to  addrefs  thofe  difeafed  fouls  who 
are  fenfible  and  feeling,  fick  finners,  who  ate  convinced 
of  their  diftreiTed  cafe  by  nature,  and  their  need  of  the 
phyfician ;  you  are  the  proper  obje£ts  of  his  care,  Mat. 
ix.  12,  i^.  andxviii.  11.  Luke  xviii.  13,  14.  I  exhort 
all  fuch  t6  come  and  employ  Chrift,  the  only  PhyGcian 
of  Ifrael,  to  heal  your  wounded  fouls.  Delay  not ;  for 
your  difeafe  is  mortal ;  your  wound  is  deep  ;  the  foon- 
cr  you  come,  the  better.  Lofc  not  the  feafon  when 
Chrift  is  dealing  with  you  by  his  Spirit ;  but  when  the 
waters  are  ftirred,  fee  that  you  prefently  ftep  in,  that 
you  may  be  made  whole.  ** 

J^w^/?.  How  (hall  we  improve  the  feafon,  fo  as  to  be 
cured  of  our  difeafe  ? 
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Anf,  Gbfcrve  thefe  diie£lions : 

t.  As  you  ought  to  be  concerned  aboutyour  dlfeafe, 
fee  that  your  trouble  and  concern  be  of  the  right  kind. 
Be  grieved  for  it,  not  only  becaufe  it  brings  ruin  upon 
yourfelves,  but  mainly  becaufe  it  unfits  you  for  glori- 
fying God,  and  enjoying  communion  with  him.  Be 
troubled  both  for  the  general  corruption  of  your  na- 
tures, and  for  the  particular  plagues  of  your  own 
hearts ;  point  out  thofe  to  your  Phyfician  which  are 
moil  grievous  to  you,  whether  it  be  hardnefs,  blinda^efs, 
unbelief,  backfliding,  pride,  earthly- mindednefs,  &€• 
Every  man  that  would  have  accefs  to  God,  muft  "  know 
the  plague  of  his  own  heart,"  i  Kings  viii.  38.  Cbrifl: 
would  have  every  man  to  point  forth  his  ailment  to  him, 
with  the  blind  man,  Luke  xviii*  41.  'VWhat  wilt  thou 
that  I  (hall  do  unto  thee  ?"  Let^your  anfwer  be  ready  like 
his,  "  Lord,  that  1  may  receive  my  fight,'*  Lord,  that  my 
unbelief  may  be  removed,  that  my  hardnefs  may  be 
cured,  my  backflidin'g  healed,  &c.  Lay  open  all  your 
fores,  and  hide  nothing  from  your  Phyfician. 

2I  Come  to  Chriil  with  a  firm  belief  and  perfuafion 
of  his  power  and  ability  to  heal  you.  This  is  the  thing 
he  demands  of  every  (ick  foul,  as  of  thofe  two  blind 
men  that  followed  him  crying  for  help,  Matth.  ix.  28. 
".  Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  ?"  Believe  ye 
that  I  have,  all  fulnefs  in  me  to  anfwer  all  your  wants, 
to  cure  all  your  difeafes,  and  fuit  all  your  cafes  !  O  for 
a  ftrong  faith  in  Chriil's  power !  This  doth  greatly  glo- 
rify him. 

3.  Plead  importunately  with  your  Phyfician  for  a 
cure  ;  he  allows  you  to  do  it,  and  to  fill  your  mouths 
with  arguments  for  that  end. 

1 .  Plead  the  fovereign  efiicacy  of  his  blood,  that  it 
is  a  remedy  of  infinite  virtue,  and  can  heal  the  mod 
dcfperate  difeaft  \  fiay  with  the  leper,  Matth.  viii.  2. 
"  Lord,  if  thoujwilt,  thou  canft  make  me  clean ;"  as  if 
he  had  faid,  Thou  mayil  do  with  me. as  thcu  wilt,  but 
one  thing  I  am  fure  of,  tliou  canft  heal  me  :  So  fay 
yoy.  Lord,  I  am  fure  thy  blood  can  cure  and  cleanfe 
me,  though  I  were  as  vile  with  fin  as  the  leper  was  with 
Lis  difeafe^  fo  that^  if  1  die  in  my  fi^s^  it  will  not  be  for 
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want  of  virtue  in  Chrift's  blood,  the  balm  of  Gilead  is 
all-fuffi  cicnt.  '  As  the  leper's  argument  prevailed  with 
Chrift  to  cure  him,  fo  a  flrong  faith,  and  perfuaGon  of 
the  virtue  of  Chrift's  blood,  will  engage  him  to  heal 
you. 

2.  Plead  the  freenefs  of  his  balm  to  all  difeafcd  fouls, 
that  the  fountain  of  his  blood  runs  freely  to  the  worft 
of  lepers,  t'hat  he  (burs  out  none  from  it,  but  invites 
all  to  come;  that  thofe  who  had  the  deeped  wounds 
and  mod  danjjerous  difej^fes,  have  come  upon  the  in- 
vitation, amS^  been  made  whole,  as  Minaffcjii,  the  wo- 
man  of  Samaria,  Mary  Mjgdalehe,  the  penitent  thief,  ^ 
Paul,  the  Corinthipina,  &c.  Say,  Lord*  I  come  with 
the  reft  upon  thy  czll,  O  do  not  fliut  me  out. 

.3.  Plead  your  inability  to  do  any  thing  for  your  own 
healing,  as  the  impotent  man  did  with  Chrift  at  the 
pool  ©f  Bethefda,  John  v  6,  7.  In  like  manner  fay, 
«*  Lord,  I  have  been  many  years  at  the  fide  of  the  pool, 
near  the  healing  balm,  but  1  am  impotent,  and  unable 
of  ihyfelf  to  move  one  ftep  towards  it,  far  lefs  to  apply 
it :  no  man  or  angel  can  cure  my  lamenefs  ;  Lord,  if 
thou  do  not  pity  and  help  me,  I  muft  even  die  and  pe- 
rifti  within  view  of  the  balm." 

4.  Plead  with  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  alone  is  the  only 
qualified  perfon  in  heaven  or  earth  to  be  your  Phy(i«  ' 
cian.  ^  Lord,  thou  haft  infinite  knowledge  and  {kill 
to  difcern  my  difeafc,  with  its'fymptoms  and  caufes,  and 
to  prefcribc  the  proper  remedies  Thou  haft  infinite 
compaflions  to  pity  me,  and  infinite  power  to  relieve 
me,  wlKri  I  cry  for  help.  Yen,  thou  haft  Imman  bowels 
and  tendernefs  of  heart  alfo  to  fympathize  with  me  in 
diftrefs.  Nay,  thou  haft  a  commifiion  from  heaven  to 
heal  fuch  difeafcd  fouls  as  mine,  which  thou  did  ft  chear- 
fully  accept.  And  thou  haft  come  a  long  journey 
from  heaven  to  earth  to  vifit  the  fick,  and  proclaim 
thy  commilfion  to  them  Thou  haft  aftumed  my  na- 
ture, and  taken  a  human  body  that  it  might  be  pierced 
to  fend  forth  a  precious  balm  for  my  wounds ;  and  haft 
gracioufly  ptomifed  to  apply  this  balm  to  all  who  come 

to  thee,  Hof.  xiv.  i.  4.  John  vi.   3.   Rev.  xxii.    17. 

Yea,  thou  haft  come  to  thofe  who  never  fought  thee 
K  3  for 
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for  healing,  Ifii.  Izr.  i.  4*  Luke  x.  33,  34*  And  fliaU 
not  I  get  healing  when  I  am  earneiUy  feelung  it." 

5*  Plead  the  glory  of  his  name,  and  the  credit  of  hia 
blood :  Saji  '*  Lord,  both  thefe  will  fuf&r,  if  a  poor 
wounded  creature,  that  relies  upon  the  faith  of  thy 
word,  and  the  virtue  of  thy  blood ,  (hould  be  difapppint« 
cd  and  perifh.'*  This  wa&Mofes's  argument  with  God 
for  pity  to  the  Ifraelites,  Numb,  xiv,  15, 16.  "  The  nac 
^ions  will  fpeak,  faying*  '*  Becaufe  the  Lord  was  not  ab- 
ble  to  bring  this  people  into  the  land,  which  he  fware 
unto  them,  therefore  he  hath  flain  them  in  the  wilder« 
nefs.''  So  do  you  plead,  ^'  Lord,  what  will  the  devils 
and  atheifts  fay  ?"  Will  they  not  blafpbeme  thy  nahi^, 
and  reproach  thy  blood,  and  fay,  becaufe  thy  power  and 
blood  were  not  able  to  heal  thefe  difeafed  fouls,  thou 
letteft  them  perifli  I 

6.  Plead  the  mercifulnefs  of  his  nature,  with  David, 
Pfal.  xli.  4»  '^  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me ;  heal  my  foul, 
for  I  have  fmned  againft  thee."  Thou  art  a  merciful  as 
well  as  ikilful  Fhyfician.^  O  let  not  a  poor  fick  foul, 
that  depends  on  the  mercy  of  thy  nature,  and  merit  of 
^y  blood,  for  healing,  go  away  difappointed., 

But  poor  fenfible  (inners  have  many  obje^ions  a** 
gainft  themfelves. 

ObjeSi.  L  I  know,  (faith  one)  Chrift  is  a  great  Phy- 
ficiaii,  but  I  am  not  worthy  that  he  flioiJild  come  under 
9iy  roof  to  heal  fuch  a  one  as  me. 

4nfn  I.  There  was  never  one  healed  becaufe  of  his 
worthinefs,  for  it  is  only  the  unworthy  that  Chrift  came 
to  heal  and  fave,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  Rev.  iii.  17,  i8.  Matth. 
iz.  12,  13.  2.  The  more  fenfible  a  foul  is  of  unworthi- 
nefs,  and  humbled  for  it,  the  more  welcome  he  is  to 
that  Phyfician,  Pfal.  a;.  17.  Ifa.  Izvi.  2.  Mat.  y.  3. 
Luke  xviii  14.  3.  If  you  come  not  to  be  healed  tUl 
you  be  worthy,  you  will  never  cpme,  for  where  can 
a  poor  worthless  finner  get  any  worthy  or  deCrable  qua- 
lification but  from  Chrift  only?  Ypu  muft  come  to. 
Chrift  for  every  thing  that  is  valuable.  4*  Seeing  Chrift 
doth  exprefsly  call  the  moft  unworthy  to  come  to  him 
for  heahng,  Rev.  iii.  17.  1 8*  i  John  iii.  23.  this  (hould 
encourage  you  to  do  it.    (t  was  his  call  that  encouraged 

the 
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the  blind  man  to  Gome  to  him,  Mark  x.  47.  ^*  Be  of 
good  comforty  rife,  he  calleth  thee."  Chrift*s  calls  and 
commands  fliould  be  obeyed  by  the  unworthy  as  well 
as  others. 

O^Jeii.  U.  But  I  fear  (faith  another)  I  am  not  with* 
in  Chrift's  commiffioiii  and  how  then  can  I  expe£t  heal'* 
ing  from  him  ? 

j^rtf.  It  is  high  prefumption  for  any  man  to  intrude 
into  God's  fecret  decrees^  which  no  angel  dare  do : 
This  fuggeilton  then  is  not  from  God,  but  from  the  de« 
ril,  to  drive  fmners  inta  defpair,  or  to  keep  them  away 
from  Chiift  :  For  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  tells  us  that  **  k^ 
cret  things  belong  unto  Gdd,  and  the  things  which  are 
revealed  belong  unto  us,"  Deut.  xxix.  2g*  Now^ 
feeing  it  is  revealed  to  you  that  Chfift  was  fent  to  (ave 
and  heal  the  loft  and  (ick,  the  bruifed  and  broken  heart* 
ed,  the  halt  and  maimed,  the  wretched  and  miferable^ 
the  poor  and  bUnd,  and  calls  fuch  to  come  to  him  for 
healingj  Mat.  xviii.  11.  Luke  iv.  i8«  Luke  xiv.  ai» 
Rev.  11*  17*  1 8.  And  feeing  you  cannot  but  own  that 
fome  of  thefeychara£lers  belong  to  you ;  this  (hould  en* 
courage  you  to  come  to  Chrift  with  expectation. 

ObjeB.  III9  But  my  wounds  are  very  deep,  my  difeafe 
is  6l  a  dcfperate  nature. 

jlnf.  All  difeafes  are  alike  to  Chrift's  blood  \  it  can  as 
eafily  cure  the  greateft  as  the  fmalleft,  i  John.  i.  7. 
^hat  difeafe  more  deadly  fhan  that  of  the  three  thou* 
fand  who  imbrued  their  hands  in  Chrift's  blood  l^  Adls 
ii.  and  yet  they  were  all  healed  by  it. 

06jeSi»  IV.  But  I  am  (ick  of  many  difeafes  at  once, 

^fi/.  The  balpi  of  Chriil^s  blood  can^  as  foon  cure 
many  difeafes  as  one. 

Oijeff.  V.  But  my  difeafes  are  old  and  inveterate, 
and  my  fores  have  run  rhany  years. 

^n/.  Chrift  hath  cured  many  fuch ;  the  thief  on  the 
crofs  had  an  old  feflering  difeafe,  and  fo  had  Zaccheus^ 
for  he  had  wronged  many,  yet  this  mighty  Pbyiician 
cured  them  both.  He  cured  many  old  diftempers  in 
mens  bodies,  to  afiure  us  of  the  virtue  of  his  blood  to 
cure  old  difeafes  in  our  fouls*   Therefore,  he  cured  the 

woman's 
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woman*s  iflue  of  bipod  that  had  run  twelve  years.  He 
loofed  a  woman  that  Satan  had  kept  bound  eighteen 
years.  He  cured  the  impotent  man  at  Bethefda  that  had 
an  infirmity  thirty  eight  years.  All  which  is  recorded 
for  our  encouragement  to  come  to  Chrift  with  our  old 
fores.  ^ 

OhjeB.  VI.  I  have  relapfed  into  the  fame  difeafe>  and 
can  I  exptft  healing  ?  , 

Anf,  Relapfes  indeed  "are  moft  dangerous,  yet  Chrift 
doth  undertJike  to  heal  thofe  who  relapfe,  Hof.  xiv.  2. 
9nd  be  a£lually  healed  Peter»  though  he  relapfed  j  into 
the  fame  fin. 

Ohj«a.  VII.  [But  I  fear  I  have  no  right  to  Chrift's 
blood- 

Auf,  Seeing  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  are  bid  to  look 
to  it  for  healing,  and.  Chrift  hath  appointed .  his  gofpel 
to  be  preached,  and  his  bain) .  to  be  offered  to  every 
creature,  you  have  a  full  and  fufficient  warrant  to  come 
and  make  ufe  of  it. 

.  Ohjecl.  Vill.  But  I  have  long  flighted  the  oflFers  of 
this  balm. 

Anf.  The  more  heinous  thy  fin,  or  deep  thy  wound 
be,  thou  haft  the  greater  need  of  this  foxereign  medi- 
cine :  And  go  not  to  make  thy  wound  deeper  by  a  new 
rcfufa?. 

OhjeB.  IXl  I  have  eflayed  to  go  and  apply  this  balm, 
but  find  I  have  no  ftrength  to  do  it. 

Anf.  If  you  have  fincere  defires  to  accept  and  ufe  it, 
you  have  fome  beginnings  of  faith  ;  and  therefore,  im^- 
prove  thefc  defires  by  making  frequent  eflays  to  receive 
Chrift  and  apply  his  blood.  Believing  is  a  duty  you 
(hould  be  oft  efiaying  and  aiming  at,  even  before  you 
find  God's  Spirit  eiFedtually  concurring  :  This  you  do 
in  other  duties ;  for  though  you  cannot  pray  or  praife^ 
communicate,  meditate,  or  fan£iif y  the  fabbatb  aright 
.without  the  Spirit,  yet  forbear  you  not  to  aim  at'  thefe 
duties,  even  when  you  find  not  the  Spirit  at  work  \  and 
neither  fiiould  you  in  this  cafe.  Though  you  have  no 
power  to  believe  favingly,  yet  ftill  be  aiming  at  it,  and 
believe  as.  you  can,  The. Spirit  will  pity  your  weaknefs, 
when  you  are  making  honcft  attempts  to  do  his  will  \ 

therefor^ 
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therefore  be  aiming  to  approve  the  device  of  redeeming 
love,  to  part  with  your  own  righteoufnefs,  to  fay  Ameti 
to  the  well  ordered  covenant,  to  take  a  crucified  Chrifl: 
for  your  All,  and  venture  your  all  in  his  hand.  And 
though  you  often  fail  in  your  attempts,  yet  ftill  try  it 
again,  and  at  length  the  Spirit  will  help  you  to  ftretch 
out  faith's  hand,  and  faften  it  on  Chrift  and  his  wounds 
to  your  comfort. 

OhjeEl,  X.  But  I  am  afraid  Chrift  is  not  willing  to 
apply  his  blood  to  heal  me. 

Anf.  What  more  evidences  of  willingnefs  can  yoU 
afk  from  Chrift  ?  You  have  both  the  word  and  writ  of 
him  that  is  faithful  and  true,  and  his  oath  alfo,  John 
vi.  37.  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  And  to  all  thefe  he  addsout-i 
ward  figns  and  feals  which  are  vlfible  to  your  bodily 
eyes  in  the  facrament,  to  aflure  you  of  his  wililngnefs. 
Alfo  his  franknefs  to  heal  all  the  bodies  of  men  that 
came  to  him  while  on  earth,  is  given  you  as  a  pledge 
of  his  willingnefs  to  cure  your  fouls  ;  for  you  cannot 
imagine  he  would  be  more  companionate  to  mens  bo- 
dies than  to  their  fouls,  feeing  it  was  his  great  errand 
to  feek  and  heal  fouls,  and  to  Qied  his  blood  for  that 
end.  May  we  all  have  faith  in  that  blood,  for  Chrift's 
fake.     Amen. 


Advices  to  thofe  who  are  recovering. 
SERMON    Vlir. 

On  Jerem.  viii,  22.     Is  there  no  hcJm^  Isfc, . 


in. 


IN  profcc.uting  my  exhortation  from  this  doc- 
.  trine,,  there  is  a  third  fort  I  propofed  to  ad- 
drefs ;  namely,  Fhofe  who  arc  already  in  the  way  of 
licaling  and  recovery,  through  the  Phyfician's  applying 
the  balm  of  his  blood  to  them  for  removing  the  guilt 
of  finj  and  renewing  of  their  natures,  whereby  the 

force 
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force  of  their  difeafc  is  broken,  and  they  in  the  way  of 
recovery.  To  thefc  I  offeT  fome  advices ^ 
,  I*  Thsoikfblly  admice  the  generous  ktndneff;  and 
free  love  of  your  Phyfician,  in  diftioguifliing  you  from 
the  reft  of  the  world.  He  hath  done  that  fot  you  which 
he  hath  not  doive  for  thoufands,  nay,  for  millions  of 
your  fellow-  creatures,  and  even  for  ttiany  iii  thofe  verr 
families  and  congregations  where  you  dwell.  Me  hatn 
healed  your  natures  when  they  were  fick  iinto  death  j 
he  hath  pardoned  your  fins,  when  they  were  finking 
under  guilt  O  blefs  and  praife  him  with  David,  t(aL 
ciii.  I,  2j  &c.  Chrift  expcfts  a  tHbute  of  praife  from 
healed  fouls,  and  obferves  how  they  pay  it,  as  iti  the 
cafe  of  the  lepers,  Luke  xvii.  i8.  "  Were  there  not 
ten  cleanfed  (faith  he)  but  where  are  the  nine  ?  There 
lie  counted  their  number,  and  found  nine  healed  who 
returned  him  no  thanks*  And  this  he  cenfures  as  bafe 
ingratitude  to  God. 

2.  Be  earneft  with  God  for  thorough  and  perfe£k 
healing,  that  the  difeafe  of  fm  may  be  wholly  fubdued* 
Let  the  work  of  fan£lification  be  (lill  carried  on  -,  for 
this  is  a  continued  healing  of  your  nature,  till  at  lafl: 
the  cure  be  completed  at  death. 

3*  Pity  your  relations  and  neighbours,  who  are  ftifl 
fick  unto  death,  and  do  what  you  can  for  their  cure* 
Efpecialiy  pity  and  pray  for  your  children  who  are  fick 
of  the  plague  you  conveyed  to  them.  Recommend  to 
them  the  balm  of  Gilead,  and  the  Phyfician  there* 
Tell  them  your  experience  of  the  Phyfician's  (kill  and 
tcndernefs,  and  the  virtue  of  his  balm*  **  O  come 
and  fee  \  he  hath  cured  me  of  a  deep  wound,  an  old 
(Tifeafe  of  a  hard  heart,  of  dreadful  atheifm,  unbelief^ 
bliiidnefs,  earthlinefs,  pride,  paffion,"  &c. 

4.  Take  proper  means  to  prcfcrvc  health  when  rc- 
fiored  ;  fuch  as,  i.  Live  in  a  good  and  wholefome  air^ 
that  is,  in  the  fociety  of  God's  people.  2.  Keep  good 
hours,  and  a  wholefome  diet,  that  is,  ftated  times  e* 
very  day  for  the  foul's  rcfrcfiiment,  by  reading,  medi* 
tation  and  prayer.  3.  Ufe  proper  exercifes,  fuch  as 
the  exercife  of  faith,  prayeri  hearing,  communicating 

and 
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and  Chriftian  tonverfe ;  for  fpiritual  floth  add  idlencfs 
greatly  prejudice  the  foul's  health. 

5.  Beware  of  whatever  may  occafion  ^  felapfe  into 
your  difeafci  fuch  as  the  temptations  and  fnares  which 
fetan  will  lay  in  your  way  to  draw  you  into  fin ;  care- 
fully avoid  them,  and  pray  for  ftrength  againft  them; 
And  particularly,  beware  of  unnecefFary  going  into  in« 
fe&ed  company,  left  you  catch  the  difeafe  from  them» 
for  fin  is  moft  contagious. 

6.  Let  all  thofe  be  the  objc£b  of  your  fpecial  loye^. 
who  have  got  their  natures  healed,  and  the  image  of 
God  reftored  to  them.  Love  them,  though  they  be 
poor  and  low  in  the  world,  and  even  though  they  dif- 
fer in  feveral  things  from  you :  for  if  you  love  them 
only  who  are  of  your  way  of  thinking  in  all  things,  that 
is  liker  a  fedtarian,  or  party  love,  than  a  true  Chriftiaii 
love.  For  it  would  fay,  you  love  faints  more  for  their 
likenefs  to  you,  than  for  their  likenefs  and  relation  to 
Chrift.  Now,  the  true  motive  of  Chriftian  love,  is  a 
jonanlikenefs  and  love  to  Chrift  more  than  to  yoti.  And 
furely,  all  thefe  being  members  of  the  fame  body,  and 
children  of  the  fame  family,  who  will  fpend  a  whole  e* 
temity  together  in  admiring  and  praifing  the  Lamb, 
(bould  love  one  another  while  fojourning  in  the  Minlder- 
nefs  below.  Chrift  gives  this  as  a  mark  of  his  difci- 
pies,  and  thofe  who  are  healed  by  him. 

7*  Rejoice  and  biefs  God,  when  you  hear  of  many 
fick  fouls  flocking  to  the  balm  of  Gilead  and  the  Phy- 
(ician  there^  and  when  there  are  hopeful  figns  of  their 
healing  and  recovery.  Look  upon  thefe  as  the  moft 
refrelhing  news  that  can  be  brought  to  your  ears. 

8.  Learn  patience  under  the  diftrefs  of  your  bodies, 
feeing  you  have  have  got  healing  to  your  louls.  Do 
not  murmur  at  it,  feeing  God  fees  it  needful,  for  yput 
Ipul's  health. 

Lajlljy  Be  concerned  for  the  difeaied  land  wherein 
you  live.  If  you  have  got  healing  to  yourfelves,,  you 
ought  to  have  public  fpirits  to  be  a&ded  with  the  caf« 
of  a  fiek  land  and  churchy  efpecially  at  a  tmie,  when  it 
may  be  faid  of  her,  as  of  Judah,  Uaiah  i.  5.  6.  **  The 
iriioie  head  is  ikk,  and  the  whole  heart  b  faiof  \  from 
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the  fok  of  the  foot,  even  tinto  the  head»  there  is  no 
foundnefs  in  it,  but  wounds,  and  bruiiesi  and  puttiff- 
ing  fores :  tbey  have  not  been  clofed,  neither  bound 
tip,  neither  inollified  with  ointment."  So  alas,  it  may 
be  faid  of  out  land,  The  whole  body  politic  and  eccle^^ 
fiaftic  is  fadly  difezfed  \  our  kings  and  princes,  nobility, 
gentry,  magiftntes,  miniftets,  burgefles,  commons,  and 
ail  ranks,  ate  full  of  wounds  and  (ores. 

^eft  How  is  it  we  are  to  (hew  our  concern  fof  thi 
land  in  fuch  diftrefs  i 

Anf.  Two  ways :  i.  By  earned  praver  for  it.  2.  By 
uHng  the  means  m  our  power  to  heal  it. 

I.  Spread  cut  the  cafe  of  the  land  in  prayer  before 
ihe  great  Fhyfician  of  Ifrael,  and  plead  that  he  may 
look  on  it  with  an  eye  of  conipaiTion ;  yea,  humbly  ex* 
poftulate  with  God  about  the  church's  cafe,  like  Jere- 
miah, Jer.  xiv.  9.  *•  Haft  thou  utterly  rejefied  Ju>. 
dahr  hath  thy  foul  loathed  Ztoli?  Why  haft  tfaoa 
fmitten  us,  and  there  is  no  healing  for  us  >^  AtaSj  no 
Phyiician  nor  balm  on  earth  can  heat  us^  no  ordinance, 
fermons,  nor  factaments,  can  cvre  us.  Ail  the  warn^ 
ings,  reproofs,  and  judgments  in  the  world  cannot  heal 
our  wounds.  O,  if  lfraei*5  Phyfician  would  come  and 
do  it  himieif !  The  Lord  hath  juftiji  fmitten  11s  for  oiir 
fins,  and  is  threatening  to  finite  us  Oiore.  Now,  what  can 
we  do  in  that  cafe  bur  lock,  to  him  for  pity,  and  plead 
that  tl^e  hand  which  hath  fmitten  us,  may  alfo  hfe^  us  ; 
for  nothing  will  heal  us  tiU  he  c(»ne  with  the  balm  of 
Gilead,  his  blood  and  Spirit,  to  our  wounds.  Thts 
balm  can  heal  nations  and  churches,  as  well  a$  fingle 
perfcHis.  O  then,  look  eameftly  to  that  blood  that 
quencheth  the  fire  of  wrath  for  us,  and  purchafeth  e- 
Very  thing  that  is  good  to  us,  and  plead  for  the  fake  of 
that  blood,  that  God  would  revive  nis  work  in  the  land, 
breathe  upon  the  dry  bones,  and  make  a  ftir  amongft 
them,  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  conveHion  and  of  reforma- 
tion upon  men  of  all  Actions,  magiftrates,  mhiiftera^ 
eiders,  parents,  and  teadiets  of  youth,  as  wtU  as  thm 
young  generation,  that  they  may  turn  to  the  Lord, 
and  exeit  themfelvcs  for  bearing  down  vice,  and  pro- 
moting ^riftian  knowledge   and  piety  in  the  land. 

Let 
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Let  all  cry  to  God  to  rebuke  the  winds  of  error  and 
diviGoHi  that  truth  may  triumph^  and  breaches  may  be 
healed;  that jni^i^era  and  people  may  have  one  heart 
and  one  mindi  to  "  fcrve  the  Lord  with  one  confent.*' 
And  tb^^  would  the  health  of  the  church  and  nation 
be  r^covered^  I  plight  adduce  many  motives  to  prcia 
you  to  plead  for  repentance  and  healing  to  tlxe  whole 
land ;  I  (hall  mention  a  few. 

u  This  has  been  the  commendable  pradice  of  Cod's 
people  in  all  ages,  as  of  Mofes,  David,  Ifaiah,  Jere- 
diah,  Daniel,  &c.  as  in  Exod.  xktlxu  ii.  12.  Pfai.  li. 
IS.  Ifa,  Ixii,  I.  Jer.  ix.  !•  Pan*  i|c.  17.  And  this  is 
"^fy^X  .the  iiojrd  requires  of  every  one»  Pfah  cxxii.  6. 
Joel,  ii*  17. 

%.  Prayer^  put  up  for  a  fick  church  or>  nation  are 
Qioft  agreeable  to  God,  and  have  a  fort  of  commanding 
pQwer  with  hiip,  Ifa*  xlv.  a*  He  puts  great  honour 
upop  fuch  pfayerst  and  makes  them  means  of  produ* 
ckig  marvdloiif  effei^s  and  deliverances,  as  in  £xod« 
%y\h  Uf  I}f  and  xxxii.  14*  And  we  read  of  the  Lord'a 
Peking  out  fttch  wreftlcrs  that  he  may  honour  thenu 
jgsek.  xxii.  }q^  ^*  And  I  fought  for  a  man  among 
tbem,  that  (hpuld  make  up  the  hedge,  .and  (land  in  the 
gap  befoi^  mc  fpr  the  land,  that  I  (hould  hot  deitroy 
it."    Tbefe  arc  the  men  that  God  delights  to  honour. 

3.  The  confideration  of  the  hand  you  have  had,  by 

Jour  fins»  in  bringing  on  difeaires  upon  the  church  and 
ind»  (hould  excite  you  to  wreftl^  and  plead  for  healing 
to  her.  The  lawjS  of  common  humanity  (hould  even 
oblige  you  to  this  duty. 

4*  They  who  pray  moll  for  Zlon  in  her  diilrelTed 
and  wounded  cafe,  (hall  be  the  largeft  (harers  in  her 
comforts  when  God  brings  healing  to  her.  Thefe  (hall 
veap  moft  plentifully  pf  her  joys  when  the  harveft 
comes,  who  now  fow  moft  of  the  feed  of  tears  for  her 
in  her  trouble. 

II.  In  the  id  place,  I  faid  every  one  (hould  ufe  all 
tike  means  in  their  power  for  healing  the  chureh  and 
l»nd«  God  has  appointed  men  in  differtnt  ftationsand 
capacities,  to  be  a»  under  phyficians  to  bring  a  kind  of 
baifS  to  a  difeatbd  land^;  fuch  as  magiftrates,  miniders, 
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ciders,  &c.  Thefe,  by  wholefomc  laws,  inftmiiions^ 
«nd  examples,  may  contribute  very  much,  through  the 
flivine  blefling,  to  the  healing  of  our  difeafe.  Nay,  pri- 
vate Chnftians  who  are  in  the  meaneft  ftations,  if  they 
do  What  is  incumbent  upon  them,  may  hare  fome  (hare 
in  this  blefTcd  work  of  healing  a  fick  bnd.'  As  Ibme-r 
times  we  have  heard  of  great  cures  tfFeduatedby mean 
and  obfcure  perfons  when  learned  phyficians  had  given 
over  the  cafe  as  defperate ;  fo  private  Chrlflians  may 
be  inftrumcntal  in  bringing  about  our  cure,  when  thofe 
of  greater  power  and  Ikill  look  on  our  cafe  as  hopelefd. 
They  may  be  of  gre^it  ufe  to  recommend  religion  to  the 
world,  by  conforming  their  praftice  to  its  rules,  and 
adorning  their  profeffioti  with  (hining  hdinefs  and 
Chriftiin  Virtues,  and  alfo  by  avoiding  all  diftionefty 
and  injudice,  pride  and  paflion,  malice  and  revenge, 
bittefnefs  and  eviUfjpeaking,  and  every  thing  that  may 
beget  prejudice  in  the  carnal  world  againft  CfarifHani* 
ty,  who  are  too  ready  to  impute  the  faults  of  its  piro- 
fefibrs  td  the  religion  itfeif.  Private  Chnftians  alfo 
inay  bring  their  healing  prayers  and  tears,  and.  pour 
them  dut  before  Ae  Lord  in  behalf  of  die  difeafed 
land.  They  may  a£l  faith  on  the  blood  of  Chrift,  our 
fovetcfgn  balm,  and  plead  it  with  God,  ^*  Lord,  was 
not  this  blood  (hed  for  the  wounds  of  the  church,  as 
wellas  of  particular  believers  !  Is  it  not  by  Chrift's 
ilripes  the  church  mixft  be  healed,  as  well  as  every  in- 
dividtial  member  ?  Lord,  thou  haft  a  tender  fympatfay 
with  every  member  in  diftrefs,  and  wilt  thou  not  much 
more  regard  the  whole  body  !  Lord,  (he  whom  tho<i 
loveflr  is  fick,  and  nothing  can  fave  her  life  but  the 
balm  of  Gilead  ;  This,  thou  alone  haft,  and  none  elfe> 
can  apply  it.  Make  hafte  unto  her,  O  God  of  2ion» 
thou  art  her  help  and  deliverer :  O  Lord,  make  no  tar« 
1  yihgi  let  thy  power  be  ^refent  to  heal  her."  Thu^ 
we  fee  men  of  all  ranks  may  be  ufeful  as  under- phyft^ 
cians  for  healing  a  fick  land. 

Objeif.  But,  fay  fome,  the  cafe  of  the  church  and 
)and  feems  defperate,  and  her  wounds  tncurablei  and 
yihz\  then  can  be  done  by  us  for  her  ^ 


jtnf.^  HoweveK  cSangeroua  her  cafe  may  be,  yet  it  it 
not  quite  >&>  defperate,  as  to  make  us  give  over  a!L 
hopes  an^i  endeavours.  .1  ibewed  before  what  grounds 
of  hope  we  have  yet  left  u$.  And  though  the  cafe  were 
more  d^fpera^e  rbao  it  is,  we  ought  (lill  to  be  in  the  ufe 
of  appoioted  sneans,  and  never  didruft  God  in  any 
firait  whattb«ver.  We  ought  always  to  look  to  him« 
who  is  **  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength,"  Joti^ 
ix«  4«  And  remember  the  Lord's  queftion  to  Abraham 
in  a  defpexate  eafe.  Gen.  xviii.  14.  "  Is  any  thing  too 
hard  for  the  liord  !"  Unbelief  ftumbleth  at  God'« 
power,  wh^n  it  feeth  no  xifible  means  oc  inft^umenu 
for  bringing  events  about,  not, con fidering  how  eafy  it 
ih  for  Godi»  when  he  doth  not  find  meansj  to  create 
ihem )  and,  when  he  pleaieth,  even  to  work  without 
them.  It  16  the  property  of  true  faith  not  to  make  haltc, 
or  prefcribe  to  God,  as  to  means  or  times  of  working 
hot  tO' wait  his  leifurcj  and  depend  upon  him  in  the 
greateft  extremities* 

It  puts  honour  upon  God,  to  truft  him  when  our 
c^fe  feenas  mod  hopeiefs,  and  even  to  make  the  defpe- 
menef^  of  our  cafe  an  argument  in  prayer  to  God,  and 
a. ground  for  faith  to  fallen  upon,  fo  as  to  plead  with 
him  the  nriore  ear^eiily  and  confidently  for  help,  and 
to  fay,  '^  Lord,  it  will  be  the  more  for  thy  honour  and 
glory,  to  undertake  the  cure  of  our  difeafe,  when  mat- 
ters are.  come  to  this  extren>it^^  that  all  befides  are  giv- 
ii^  over  our  cafe  as  bopeiefs  and  defperate.  The  news 
jof  the  balm  of  Gikad,  and  the  Phyfician  there,  (houid 
ftrengthen  our  faith,  and  fupport  our  hopes  under  the 
moR  deadly  difeafe,  and,  make  us  lift  up  our  head,  and 
look  out  for  him.  As  old  Jacob,  when  he  was  juO:  4- 
dying,  yet  at  the  new6  of  his  fon  Jofeph's  being  near^ 
be  liiengthened  hin  felf,  and  fat  up  on  his  bed  expeti- 
ing  him  ;  fo  hiould  we,  when  ready  to  faint  on  the  bed 
of  our  ianguiihing  cafe,  endeavour  to  lift  up  our  hearts 
at  the  good  news  of  the  balm  and  Phyfician.  of  Ifracl, 
and  fay.  Is  not  Jefus  Chrift  the  great  PhyHcian  com- 
miffioned  by  the  Father  to  heal  a  poor  wounded  churc^ 
$ind  land  !  This  is  the  time  of  her  need  and  great  itrait, 
^^^  a  proper  feafon  for  him  to  Itcp  in  for  help.    Both 
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m  fcripturr  and  experience  we  find  the  time  of  the 
church's  extremity  is  God's  ufual  opportunity  of  is^ork- 
ing  and  sippearing  for  her,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ifaac,  when 
at  the  pomt  of  being  facrificed,  and  alfo  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Jews,  when  ready  to  be  cut  off  by  Uam^n's  bloody 
plot.  When  there  was  but  an  hair's  breadth  betwixt 
them  and  deft  ration,  God  ftepped  in  and  faved  them* 
It  is  in  the  mount  that  the  Lord  will  be  feen  V  fo  the 
text  may  be  rendered,  Gen.  xxit.  14. 

S^ejl.  Why  doth  God  let  the  diftrefs  of  his  church 
and  people  come  to  foch  extremity,  before  he  interpofe 
for  them  ? 

Ans*  lie  doth  it  for  glorious  and  wife  ends  :  i  •  To 
glorify  his  w^fdom  in  finding  out  a  remedy,  when  we 
K9Xt  iejt  no  appearance  of  it»  I'he  Phyiician's  (kill  i« 
beft  dif<:overed  in  ma&ering  a  diftemper,  when  itiebe* 
come  moft  inveterate  and  hopekfs. 

Xk  To  (hew  his  pity  and  con^paiBon  to  his  people, 
wh^n  their  condition  is  moft  deftitute.  David  depend- 
^tipoa  God's  pity  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pfalm  xxvii.  lO. 
*f  When  my  father  and  mother  forCake  me,  then  the 
I^ftrd  will  take  me  up,"  So  when  enenuefi  think  God 
bath  forgotten  his  church,  and  men  have  caft  her  pf^ 
snd  they  begin  to  izoS  at  Zion,  and  call  her  an  outcaft, 
then  Qodi  feeth  oieet  to  ft)ew  his  pity,  to  take  her  un* 
ikr  his  care«  and  heal  her  wounds,  Jer.  xxx.  16,  17. 

3.  To  excite  the  fpirit  of  prayer  in  his  people.  It 
vn&  for  that  end  the  Lord  fuffcred  his  people  to  be 
brought  to  great  extremity  at  the  ^Rcd  Sea,  Exod.  xiv» ' 
lo.  ^'  The  children  of  Ifrael  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  bco 
hold  the  Egyptians  marched  after  them,  and  they  wer^ 
fore  afraid,  and  cried  unto  the  Lord."  Whein  they 
wsere  in  great  diftrefs  they  icried  to  the  Lord,  but  not 
before^  So  Chiift  ficpt  in  the  (hip,  and  let  the  tempeft 
rife  to  a  great  height,  to  bting  his  difciples  to  their 
knees,  Mat*  viii.  24.  25.  *^  They  came  and  awoke  hioi^ 
faying,  Lord  fave  us,  we  periih.''  At  fucb  a  time  their 
prayers  arc  doubled,  and  mdft  fervent,  as  in  Pfal.  cxxiit. 
3«  **  tiaVfC  mercy  upo^  us,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  >upon 
us^.for  we  are  exceedingly  filled  with  contempt."  And 
it  is  to  be  obiervedy  whea  fuch  a  fpirit  of  fervent  prayeir 
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is  (louted  tmt  upcti  the  church,  it  b  a  fare  pfe&ge  of 
her  adverfarits  ruin  \  fo  wt  fee  it  was  in  Zech.  xti.  9. 
10.  <<  I  tirill  feek  tb  dedfoy  all  the  natidns  that  come 
againft  Jerufaiem  )  and  I  will  pour  upon  the  inhabitama 
€>f  Jtrufalem  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplications.'^ 
If  thi€  fpitit  were  poured  out  upou  the  inhabitants  oF 
Scotland,  it  would  be  a  good  prefage  of  the  Lord'fi  ap« 
pearin^  for  hi^r. 

4.  God  puts  off  to  extremity,  to  draw  out  his  peo^ 
p!e*s  faith  and  dependence  wholly  upon  himfdf*  He 
cuts  0^  the  branches  of  earthly  fuppotts,  to  nfake  them 
clafp  to  the  boiiy  of  the  tree,  even  to  him  who  U  the 
evtrlafting  God  -,  and  to  bring  them  to  reile&  upOA 
\|rftat  he  hath  done  for  them  in  former  extremities,  and 
to  a£l:  faith  upon  his  power  and  pity,  which  he  exerted 
for  them  in  days  of  old.  Thus  did  jehoihaphat  in  hi« 
great  flraitj  2  Chron.  xx.  7,  11.  •*  Ait  thou  not  our 
God,  who  didft  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  this  lafki 
before  ihy  people  ?  We  have  no  ttiight  againft  thtsgreaor 
company  that  comtth  againft  us,  neither  know  we  what 
to  do^  but  our  eyes  ate  upon  thee.^'  God  would  have 
^  detivtranees  he  bath  given  us  in  former  ftrattt,  to 
draw  out  our  faith  upon  him  in  new  trials^  and  hence 
he  fays  to  iftae^i  when  under  fears  of  the  Canaaiiites* 
Dcttt  Vii.  i8«  •«  Thou  (halt  not  be  afraid  of  them,  but 
foall  well  remember  what*the  Lord  thy  God  did  unto 
Riara4*  and  al!  Egypt*** 

5.  To  humble  his  peopte,  and  bring  down  the  pride 
of  their  hearts.  God  bfou|^t  his  people  to  great  ex- 
tfomitks  in  the  wildemefs,  and  hvs  great  defign  therein 
waa  to  humbk  themi  as  1^  tel^  them,  Deat.  vtiu  2« 
There  is  a  Wof  ul  root  of  pride  in  mens  heart  that  muft 
be  broken  and  fubdued,  before  they  can  be  mtet  for 
beaten*  Thh  root  i«  oft  breaking  out  in  diicontent, 
murmuring,  quarrelling,  bittemefs,  paffion,  and  back- 
wardnefs  to  fubniit  to  God's  will.  Now  it  colls  much 
hb^vLv  and  paina  to  biing  down  fuch  proud  hearts  to 
list  will  of  Ck)d  I  they  muft  ^ven  be  reduced  to  great 
extronriities,  befere  they  be  fufficient^y  htHnbted,  and 
broughc  caimty  no  fubmit,  withoiut  any  rifing  of  hearr 
againft  God%    Honce  ic  is  feid,  FfaL  cvii.  la.  ^*  tit 
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brought  down  their  heart  with  Is^ur/'  And  indeed 
it  18  a  happy  prefage  and  forerunner  of  God's  ^acious 
appearing  for  his  people,  when  the  proud  fwellings  of 
their  hearts  are  quelled,  and  they  are  brought  to  a  iilent 
fubniiflion  under  his  hand,  PfaU  Ivi.  lo.  **  fie  ftill  and 
know  that  I  am  God,  1  will  be  exalted  among  the  Hea» 
then,"  &c. 

6.  To  take  his  people  off  from  all  creature  confiden* 
ces.  and  lying  refuges^  which  they  are  prone  to  look  tgi 
in  ftraits  and  dilBculties.  Great  extremities  drive  fXii^n 
from  trufting  in  the  arm  of  fiefli,  and  caufe  tliem  to 
flee  to  the  arm  of  Jehovah,  with  whom  is  everlafting 
firength.  in  fuch  cafes  they  are  made  to  cry,  as  isk 
Pf^l.  Ix-  n.  **  O  God  give  us  help  from  trouble,  for 
tain  is  the  help  of  man."  Then  it  is  wc  arc  beft  qua- 
lified to  receive  help  from  God,  when  we  are  brought 
to  own  the  infufficiency  of  cre.itures  to  relieve  us,  and 
fupply  our  needs.  The  man  that  had  the  lunaticchild 
in  lad  diflrefs,  was  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  a  cure  to 
him  from  Chrift,  when  he  came  to  be  humbled  by  his 
difappointments,  to  have  his  e'yes  turned  away,  from  all 
human  help,  and  was  glad  to  apply  to  Chrift  as  his  laft 
refuge,  Matth.  xvii.  14,  i5>  &c.  There  we  fee  he 
came  and  humbly  kneeled  down  before  him,  faying, 
^  Lord)  have  mercy  upon  my  fon,  for  be  is  lunatic,  and 
Core  vexed,  &c.  And  I  broifght  him  to  thy  difciples, 
and  they  could  not  cure  bim»".  As  if  be  had  faid,, 
*^  Lord,  tlie  cafe  is  defperate  and  incurable  as  to  hu- 
man help,  and  therefore  1  muft  look  to  thee  alone  £or 
a  cure  i  1  have  now  none  eUe  to  go  to  but  thyfelf." 
Well  then,  faid  our  Lord,  lince  that  is  the  cafe  with 
thee,  "  luring  him  hither  to  me,"  ver  17.  and  he  pre*- 
fently  cured  him.  O  that  every  one  would  bring  their 
defperate  difeafes,  in  like  manner,  ftraight  to  Chriit» 
with  hearts  humbled  by  difappointments,  weaned  fron% 
creat:ire- confidences,  and  depending  on  Chrift  as  their 
only  Phyfician,  and  ail'fuf&cient  help.  Were  we  once 
brought  to  this  frame,  Chrift  would  in  mercy  ftep  ia 
and  fay,  **  Bring  the  difeufe  hither  ta  me/'  It  is  lure- 
}y  owing  to  our  not  coming  off  from  ourfeives,  and 
from  all  creature  help,  and  to  our  not  bringing  our 
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tafes  to  Chrift  immediately^  that  out  difeafet  are  fe 
long;  continued. 

From  all  if hich  the  wifdom  of  God  doth  manifeftly 
stppear,  in  letting  his  church  and  people  be  brought  to 
^reat  extremities,  before  he  intefpofe  for  their  help  and 
relief.  But  feeing  there  extremities  areChrift's  oppor- 
tunities for  manifefting  forth  his  glory,  we  ought  not 
to  defpair  in  the  darkeft  cafe,  but  always  *^  to  look  to 
aind  wait  upon  him  that  hideth  hlmfdf  from  the  houfe 
of  Jacob;"  Nay,  we  (hould  do  it,  even  then  when  we 
fee  every  man  with  his  hands  on  his  loins  in  the  utmoft 
anguiih  and  agony,  as  women  in  travail,  like  thofe  in 
Jer*  1XX.  6, 7.  where  we  fee  a  moil  furprifine  inftance 
of  God*8  mercy  to  Jacob,  even  then  when  hta  trouble 
comes  to  that  extremity^  that  nothing  in  the  world  could 
inatch  it ;  he  pities  him,  and  fubjoins  that  merciful 
word,  "  But  he  (hall  be  fated  out  of  it." 

And  it  (hould  encourage  us  the  more  to  look  to  and 
wait  upon  God,  in  this  dark  day,  when  we  hear  of  his 
-mercy  and  ^oodnefs  in  pitying  other  nations  and  coun- 
tries, when  m  melancholy  circumftances,  by  granting  a 
down-pouring  of  his  Spirit  on  them  for  reviving  his  de- 
cayed woric,  and  for  convincing  and  converting  multii- 
tudes  of  peri(hing  fouls  by  the  preadiingof  the  gofpel; 
making  tncm  cry,  **  What  (hall  we  do  to  be  (aved  ?*' 
and  giving  them  no  reft  till  they  clofe  with  Chrift  their 
Surety,  and  become  new  creatures.  And  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  God  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  begin 
this  work  in  New-England,  and  other  parts  of  Ameri^ 
ra,  at  a  time  when  they  abounded  with  complaints  of 
idarknefs  and  deadnefs,  decay  of  religion,  backfiiding, 
woful  errors  and  divifions,  as  it  is  in  Scotland  at  this 
day.  Thefe  late  furprifing  and  well  attefted  inftances 
xA  God's  mercy  and  fovereign  grai^e,  do  (hew  us  how 
eafy  it  is  for  God  to  bring  his  balm  to  a  difea(bd  land, 
wheninthemoft  hopelefs  cafe;  and  to  qualify  and 
raife  up  inftruments  to  preach  his  gbfpel  with  fuch 
energy  and  power,  as  to  roufe  multitudes  of  fecure 
fotils,  and  make  them  <<  fly  to  Chrift  in  clouds,  and  like 
flocks  of  doves  to  their  windows.*'  He  can  talie  aMray 
the  '^  fins  of  a  land  in  one  day,  and  make  a  nation  to 
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torn  at  once.  He  can  fhc«r  wonders  to  the  dead,  and 
make  the  dead  arife  and  praifc  him."  So  that  Jfoac 
(hould  diftrnft  him  in  the  Moft  d^ah:  eonditjon. 

Well,  then,  feeing  Chrift  is  a  Phyfician,  fo  iuU  of 
Bower  and  alfo  full  of  compaffion,  whence  w  it  that 
cur  difcafed  land  is  unhealed,  and  muUkudea  are  daily 
dvins  of  their  wounds  ?  Swely  the  blame  as  not  to  be 
Jid  upon  Chrift,  but  upon  ourfelTes,  and  our  unwUl- 
intmefe  to  come  to  him.  Ah !  we  chufc  death,  rather 
than  healing  from  Ch.ift.  He  may  take  up  that  com- 
nlaint  aeainft  us,  as  he  did  agamft  the  Jew*  m  the  daw 
of  his  flcfti }  "  Ye  wUl  not  come  to  me  that  ye  might 
cct  healing,  and  live :  How  oft  would  I  have  Mthered 
lou  to  be  healed,  but  ye  would  aoti"  And  Aus  he 
complained  of  their  fathers  alfo,  Pf.  Ixai.  "My  peo- 
-Die  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice ;  Ifrael  would 
We  none  of  me  l"  Oh  !  my  dear  friends,  are  yon 
to  follow  their  cwrfed  example,  to  rejea  your  heal- 
^er  ?  Or  what  are  you  refioWing  to  do  i  What  tbmk 
ve  of  Chrift  the  Phyfician  ?  Do  you  believe  our  report 
•of  him,  or  no  ?  The  people  of  other  nations  arc  giving 
ear  and  beUeving  our  report  of  hiin,  and  flocking  ta 
him  to  be  healed,  and  why  do  you  fit  ftill  ?  Are  thef 
Yielding  and  fubmitting  to  Chrift,  as  their  Saviour  and 
Lord  >  Are  they  patting  the  crown  on  his  head,  and 
doing  him  honour  >  Why  then  ftioiddyc  be  the  laft  to 
trirg  back  the  Kmg  to  his  houfe  i  Will  ye  be  the  laft 
that  will  do  him  honour  as  a  King,  or  give  him  em- 
ployment as  a  Phyfician  ?  Have  ye  not  as  much  need 
«f  him,  and  as  many  wounds  and  difeafes  as  others  C  U 
come  then  alfo,  take  the  gofpcl  balm,  and  gtorify  the 
PhyficJaQoflfraeL    Amca. 
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The  Glory  of  the  Miniftration  of  the  Gofpel, 
SERMON    IX. 

On  2  Cor.  111.  8.  How  Jh  all  nit  the  miniflnuion  of  the  Spi' 
rit  be  rather  gloriQus  ? 

IN  this  chapter  the  apoftle  runs  a  comparifon  between 
the  OM  Teftament  and  the  'New,  the  law  of  Mofcs 
and  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift,  and  (hews  the  excellency  of 
the  latter  above  the  former.  He  calls  the  Old-Tefta- 
ment-difpenfation,  or  law  of  M  .fes,  the  **  miniftratioa 
■of  death  and  condemnation  ;*'  becaufe  it  difcovered  fin, 
and  denounced  curfes  againll  it ;  and  the  law  was  gi- 
ven with  thunder,  lightening,  and  »riucb  terror.  Yet, 
at  the  fame  time,  (he  fays)  this  difpenfaticn>»a8  in 
fome  refpcdJs  glorious,  ver.  7.  Why  ?  It  was  glorious 
in  the  miniftcr  of  it,  Mofes,  who  had  a  (hining  glory 
in  his  face  when  he  brought  the  tables  down  from  the 
mount.  Glorioos,  in  regard  of  the  glorious  manifcfta- 
tion  of  God  at  the  giving  of  the  law :  Glorious,  in  fc- 
fpeft  of  the  gofpel  difcQverles  which  were  made  by  the 
types  and  facfifices  of  the  Old  Teftament.  But  then, 
the  apoftle  (hews,  that  the  gofpcl- difpenfation  did  far 
cxc^l  it  in  glory,  and  on  that  account*  calls  it  the  "  mi- 
niftration of  life/'  becaufe  it  pointed  out  the  way  to  life 
and  faWation  in  a  plainer  manner :  And  the  *^  mini- 
iftration  of  righteoufnefs,*'  becaufe  it  difcovered  a  per- 
fefl:  righteoufnefs  for  finners  to  reft  upon.  Alfo  he  calls 
it  in  the  text  the  "  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,'*  becauf& 
of  the  great  effufion  of  the  Spirit  that  attended  the  gof* 
pel-difpcnfation,  efpecially  in  the  firft  ages.  The  Holy 
Spirit  did  then  remarkably  "  bear  teftimony  to  the  word, 
of  his  grace,**  by  his  inward  operations  upon  the  hearers 
of  it.  And  this  was  it  that  made  the  miniftration  of 
tjic  gofpel  far  more  glorious  than  that  of  the  law  \  for 
Ma;  unde?; 
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under  the  law,  there  wsls  bat  little  of  the  Spirit  let  out 
for  the  converfioD  of  foulS)  in  refpe£l  of  what  was  given 
under  the  gofpeh  The  ^ttt*  letting  of  the  Spirit,  in  fudi 
an  abundant  manner,  made  the  gofpel-dMjpenfation  far 
more  glorious  than  that  of  the  legal}  which  ghres 
ground  for  the  following  obfenration : 

DoSirine.  The  effiifion  of  the  Spirit  with  a  preached 
gofpel,  makes  a  very  glorious  difpenfation.  ^  Which  I 
fiiall  handle  in  the  following  method. 

1.  Fremife  fome  things  concerning  the-  nature  and: 
office  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

IL  Shew  when  the  gofpel  maybe  faid  to  be  a  mini* 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  to  the  hearers  of  it. 

III.  That  there  are  fome  remarkable  feafons  when  a 
preached  gofpel  may  be  csdled  the  miniftration  of  the 
Spirit  in  an  eminent  way. 

IV.  Enquire  in  what  refpeds  the  miniftration  of  the 
Spirit  is  a  glorious  difpenfation. 

V.  Make  appUcation* 

I;  The/ry?  thing  propofed  is,  to  premife  fpniei 
things  concerning  the  nature  and  office  of  the  holy  Spi* 
rit.  And,  I,  The  word  Spirit,  in  the  Hebrew  ruach, 
in  the  Greek  pneuma,  fignifies  vJtnd^  air^  or  bredthing. 
It  is  fometimes  ufcd  to  p.oint  forth  the  nature  and  ef« 
fence  of  God  abftnuSly,  as  in  John  i?.  24.  ••  God  is  a 
Spirit,  and  they  that  worlhip  him,  muft  worfliip  him 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth.'^  ^ut  mofl;  commonly  it  doth 
fignify,  as  in  the  text,  the  third  perfon  of  the-  boiy  Tri^ 
ntty*  And  fometimes  he  is  called  the  Spirit  rf  the  Far 
therj  and  fometimes  the  Spirit  of  the  Son^  which  fliews 
their  onenefs^  and  that  he  proceeds  from  both. 

2.  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  undertaking  in  the 
<!ovenant  of  redemption,  and  lus  facrifice  on  the  crof^ 
obtained  the  miniftration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  an 
fAtSt  world.  This  great  gift  and  blefling,  which  is  of 
meftimabie  value,  is  our  dear  Lord's  pur&ife  and  le- 
gacy to  his  people,  which  he  dcGgned  for  to  fupplylhis 
bodily  abfence  from  them  when  he  went  to  heaven ; 
John  xvi.  7,  8.  ^*  If  I  depart  1  will  fend  him  unto  you, 
and  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove,''|&c.  The  Spirit^ 
Vcing  Gh^ift's  legacy  and  donation,  (hould  much  en- 
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dear  the  gift  to  us.  Some  would  rejoice  to  poflefs  a 
relique  or  any  thing  that  belonged  to  our  Saviour  in  the 
day8  of  hid  fle(h.  The  Papiftft  boaft  of  fome  bits  of  the 
tree  wheceoa  he  fuflFered»  though  Chrift  left  no  fuch 
things  fervour  ufe  or  devotion :  But  here  is  a  precious 
reKque  and  legacy,  which  Chrift,  in  love  to  his  people, 
left  them  when  going  away,  even  his  ^holy  Spirit,  as  his 
refidenr,  to  abide  with  them  for  ever. 

3.  The  church,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  had  a 
caertatn  meafure  of  the  Spirit  given  her  upon  Chrift^s 
account.  But  the  great  eiFufion  of  the  Spirit  was  re- 
feived  to  the  New  Teftament  times,  and  given  after 
Chrift's  afcenfion,  according  to  his  blefled  compadi  with 
the  Father,  A£is  ii*  33.  This  promife  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  c4lled  the  promife^  by  way  of  eminency,  as  in- 
cluding all  the  reft.  And  this  eSufion  was  frequently 
foretold  as  the  great  privilege  of  gofpel-times,  Ifa.  xxxv. 
6,  7.  and  xltv.  3.  Ezek.  xi.  9.  and  xxxvi.  27.  Joel.  ii« 
28,  29.  So  that,  let  men  reproach  the  Holy  Spirit 
with  his  influences  and  operations  as  they  will,  he  was 
prophefied  of  and  ex|)eded  of  old,  as  the  great  blefling 
under  the  gofpel :  And  men's  defpiiing  him  new  as 
they  do,  is  but  a  fulfilling  of  Chrift's  word,  John  xiv. 
17.  *<  Tet  the  world  cannot  receive  him,  becaufe  it 
neither  feeth  nor  knoweth  him  :"  That  is,  they  b^ve 
BO  experience  of  his  work  in  them.  But  for  us  not  t^ 
own  and  avow  the  Spirit  of  Xjrod  in  his  work  and  ope- 
rations, is  in  efFe£k  to  be  alhamed  of  Chrift's  precious 
piomife  and  legacy  which  he  left  us,  and  to  be  guilty 
of  the  bafeft  ingratitude  to  our  dear  Redeemer.. 

4.  The  great  ofiice  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  ele£t  fouls, 
is  to  be  the  applier  of  Chrift's  purchafe  to  them,  which 
]>e  doth  by  *<  teaching  them  and  guiding  them  into  all 
truth,''  JoWxiir.  a6.  and  xvi.  13.  ^<  By  convincing  and 
feproving  them  of  fin,"  John  xvi.  7.  *'  By  renewing 
and  Candiifying  their  fouls,''  Tit.  iii.  5.  i  Pet.  i.  a» 
^  By  mortifying  and  fubduing  fin  in  them,"  Rom  viii. 
13.  ''By  helping  their  infirmities  in  prayer,  and  in* 
teffceding  for  them,"  Rom^  viii.  26.  By  comforting 
t)iem  and  tvitnejjling  to  their  adoption,  John  xiv.  lo, 
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Rom^tin.  16.  Wherefore,  feeing  the  Soly  Ghoft  is 
the  applier  of  Chrift's  purchafe,  and  is  promifed  by 
Chrift  fo  fapply  his  abfcnce  to  us,  he  otighr  to  be  re- 
ceived and  valised  as  the  great  blei&ng  of  the  goipel- 
church.  •  •  . 

5.  Chrift  hath  tapght  us  to  make  the  giving  of  hit 
Holy  Spirit,  the  chief  petition  and  principal  blefling  we 
ftf.'uld  a(k  of  God,  Luke  xi  9,  10.  and  ii.  12,  13. 
IVtxt  Jjc  enjoinb  us  to  be  importunate  for  thb  bleffing^ 
■to  ^fk.  to  ferk,  to  knock ;  and,  for  our  encouragement! 
he  promjfes,  ver  13  that  "  our  heavenly  Father  (hal 
give  the  holy  Spirit  to  them  that  aft  him."  So  the  a- 
poffle  Paul  prays  for  the  inward  operations  of  the  Spirit 
to  the  Ephefian^,  as  the  greateft  bleffing  he  can  feck  for 
thf  m,  Eph.  ill.  161.  For  it  is  he  that  works  faith,  love, 
joy;  peace,  meeknefs,  and  all  other  graces  in  us,  GaL 
▼.  22.  " 

II.  The /econd  thing  in  the  method,  is,  to  (hew  when 
the  gofpel  may  be  faid  to  be  the  miniftration  of  the 
Spirit  to  the  hearers  of  it.  And  it  is  fo  when  the  Ho* 
!y  Spirit  doth  concur  with  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
for  making  iaving  tmpreffions  upon  men^s  hearts  and 
ccnfciences,  and  gracious  changes  in  their  lives  and 
convcrfations.     As,  forinftance, 

1,  When  he  is  pleafed  to  make  clofe  and  particular 
Srpplication  of  the  reproofs  and  threatenings  of  the  word 
to  the  (inner's  confcience,  faying,  as  Nathan  to  David, 
♦*  Thou  art  the  man,"  thou  art  the  guilty  (inner  that  is 
threatened,  curfed,  and  condemned  by  the  law.  Thy 
£fe  is  unholy,  thy  hature  is  polluted,  thy  heart  is  full 

'  of  plagues ;  yea,  thy  foul  is  black  with  fin,  and  hateful 
in  the  fight  of  a  holy  God  !  And  what  wilt  thou  do  to 
be  faved  ? 

2.  "When  the  arrows  of  conviftion  are  fo  faftened  in 
the  confcience,  that  the  man  cannot  (hake  them  out  ; 
he  hath  got  fuch  difcoveries  of  (in*s  evil  and  the  foul's 
danger;  that  his  mind  cannot  be  eafy:  No  earthly 
comfort  or  enjoyment  can  fatisfy  him  while  he  is  with- 
in the  flood-mark  of  wrath.  He  becomes  anxious  and 
inquifitive  after  the  way  of  falvation,  as  thofe,  Afts  ii. 
^7*  and  xvi.  30.    His  queftions  are  not,  What  (hall 
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I  do  ibr  health  to  a  fictdy  body  ?   Or  for  bread  to  m 
pinched  family  ?  But  what  (ball  I  do  to  be  (aYed  bom    v 
ue  wrath  that  is  oome  ? 

3.  The  i^ofpel  it  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  to  the 
.  lieareFBy  when  they  are  brought  to  defpair  of  help  af»d 

ideltverance  by  any  courfe  or  contrivance  of  their  own  9  ^ 
and  are  driven  from  all  other  refuges  befideB  ChrifU 
When  they  are  made  to  fee,  that  no  ordinance^  no  dtH 
ties  nor  performances,  00  frames,  no  righteoufnefs  nor 
attainments  oi  their  x)«rn,  can  flcreen  from  wrath,  nor 
yieid  any  reft  to  the  fole  of  their  foot.  When  they  air 
•convinced  they  are  in  a  ihipwrecked  periihing  (late  in 
the  firft  Adam,  and  that  they  have  no  other  plank  ^ 
ialvation  to  truft  to  but  Jefas  Chrift,  the  fecond  Adani« 
When  they  fee  themfelves  finking  upon  the  broken  bot- 
tom of  Ae  old  covenant,  and  that  there  is  no  way  t^ 
be  faved  but  to  leap  from  it  to  the  rock  of  {alvation^ 
Chrift,  and  odly  to  truft  to  and  hang  by  the  clefts  of 
that  rock. 

4.  The  Spirit  concurs,  when  the  flinty  rock  is  turn- 
ed into  a  water-pool,  as  in  PfaL  cxiv.  8.  that  is,  when 
the  hard  heart  is  foftened  and  melted  down  into  ftreams 
4>f  penitential  tears  for  fin,  both  original  and  a£lua)  4 
and  particubirly  for  wounding  and  piercing  of  Chrift 
by  finy  and  for  long  flighting  him  and.  keeping  him  at 
the  door  of  the  heart :  and  when  the  fbul  is  brought  ta 
he  deeply  humbled  for  mifpent  time,  mifimproved  fab- 
baths,  offers  of  free  grace,  days  of  health,  and  precious 
opportunities  of  falva^ion* 

5.  The  gofpel  is  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,  when 
thereby  light  doth  (bine  into  the  underftanding^  difco- 
vering  the  excellency  of  the  remedy  provided  for  loft 
finners,  the  ability  and  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  the  fufficico- 
cy  of  his  righteoufnefs^  and  the  fuitablenefs  of  his  of« 
.fices  and  covenant  for  all  our  wants  and  miferies  And 
when  theiburs  defires  are  excited. after  Chrift  and  UV 

vTation  through  him,  and  made  to  cry,  '^  O  that  i  knew 
where  to  find  him  !  O  faw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  iotf- 
eth  ?^  And  when  the  foul  is  brought  to  ftrong  purpoies 
and  refoitttioDs  to  venture  to  Chnft  and  caft  itlelf  at  his 
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feet,  faying,  ^'  I  will  go  into  the.  King,  If  I  pcriih,  I 
pcrift.*' 

6.  When  convinced  Gnners  arc  deteimined  to  fall  ia 
with  the  gofpel  device  of  falvation  through  Chrift» 
heartily  to  approve  of  it»  renounce  their  own  righteouf* 
nefs  for  a  Surety's  righteoufrefs,  accept  of  Chrift  in  all 
his  offices,  and  furrender  themfelves  unto  the  Lord* 
And  when  they  are  brought  to  hate  fin,  as  the  enemy 
and  murderer  of  Chrift,  and  to  be  willing  to  cut  off  a 
right  hand  and  pluck  out  a  right  eye  for  Chrift,  and  to 
fay  with  Ephraim,  "  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with 
idols?"  and  with  David,  "Depart  from  me,  ye  evil- 
doers, I  win  keep  the  commandments  of  my  God." 

7.  The  golpel  is  the  mtniftration  of  the  Spirit,  when 
the  hearts  of  heareip  are  loofed  from  the  world  and  car- 
nal things,  and  brought  to  fome  meafure  of  fpiritualW 
ty  and  fixednefs  in  God's  fervice,  and  to  find  more  de- 
light and  fatisfadion  therein,  than  in  all  temporal  en- 
joyments, and  to  fay,  '*  A  day  in  God's  courts  is  beti* 
ter  to  us  than  a  thoufand  elfewhere*  BlefTed  are  they 
that  dwell  in  thy  houfe.'^ 

8. .  When  they  fitid  life  and  vigour  put  in  all  their 
graces,  their  faith  ftrengthened,  and  their  love  warme4 
to  Chrift  above  all  things  i  the  wind  blows  on  their 
gardens,  and  the  fpices  flow  out.  They  have  fenfible 
Uberty  and  loofing  of  bonds  in  their  approaches  to 
Godv  their  clogs  and  ftraitenings  are  removed,  and 
they  are  raifed  above  their  ordinary  frame  in  prayer* 
Their  hearts  indite  good  matter,  their  tongue  is  like 
the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  concerning  the  King  \  their 
own  hearts  melt  into  tears  of  love  and  a&dtion  to 
Chrift,  and  their  words  reach  others  about  them  with 
a  pleafan^  perfume,  and  warm  their  hearts  too* 

9.  When  gofpel-hearcrs  do  find  the  ordinances  blel^ 
fed  means  of  communion  and  intercourfe  with  God,  fo 
that  they  get  fweet  difcoveries  of  the  beauty  of  Chrift 
and  holinefs,  they  aure  enabled  to  plead  and  feed  upon 
the  promifes,  they  have  peace  and  joy  in  believing,  their 
doubts  are  removed,  and  they  approach  to  the  affur- 
ance  of  God's  favour,  of  pardon  of  fin,  and  future  glo- 
f y :  They  breathe  after  a  full  conformity  to  Chrift  and 

his 


tiir  tinage,.  that  Ixolincfs  may  be  perftCted  in  them,  an<t^ 
the  top-ftonc  put  upon  the  work  of  grace.  That  they 
may  have  no  more  comjplaints  of  indwelling  fin,  and 
Imperfect  ferticca.  And,  under  a  fcnfc  of  5od*s  lore 
lit  CfifrSt^'they  endeavour  to  walk  tenderly  and  ciT- 
ctimfpefMy,  t6  make  their  light  (bine  before  meni  and 
to  glorify  Qbd  tipon  the  earth.  Then  it  is,  and  in  the 
other  cam  above  metitioned,  that  the  gofpel  may  be 
faid  to  be  the  hitnift ration  of  the  Spirit  to  the  hearers 
df  it.  "  Aha  furely,  fuch  a  concurrence^and  effafion  of 
fhc'Sprit,  With  the  pifeachcd  word,  would  make  it  a 
vrry  gtorjbtJB  dlfpenfation.  O  to  fee  fuch  remarkable 
feafonstjf  grace!  •  ' 

-  Ilf  .^  The  third  head  propofcd,  was,  to  mentibti  Ibme 
of  thofc  feafons  when  the  preaching  of  the  gdfptsl  hath 
it!  an  enftincnt  way  been  the  miniftration  df  the  Spirit. 
Of  which  take  thefe  inftances  : 

I.  In  'the  apoftles  timies,  after  Chrift's  afbenfion^ 
Actz  /Was  a  wonderful  effufion  of  the  Spirit  With  the 
gofpel  for  xht  firft  planting  of  Chriftianity  in  the  worlds 
according  to  Chrift's  promife,  Liike  xxiv.  49;  A£b 
L  S.  Then  the  gbfpel  was  a  glorious  miniftration"  o£ 
die  SpMt;  when  poor  illiterate  men  were  helped  to 
preach  with  fuch  powerful  convificing  energy,  that  theif 
wonrds  pierced  the  conferences,  and  changed  the  mindi 
ahd  lives  of  thoufands  of  their  hearers  at  once.  '  And 
though  their  doftrine  was  levelled  againft  the  pride  and 
corruption  of  mens  hearts,  and  tended  to  aboUQi  the 
Pagan  idolatry,  as  well  as  the  Jewifli  facrifices  and  ce« 
remoniea  i  and  though  it  was  derided  by  the  learned 
men  of  that  age,  and  oppofcd  by  the  civil  powers  with 
the  grcatcft  violence  ;  yet,  under  all  fhcfe  difadvantages, 
it  fprcad  with  amating  fuccefs,  fo  that  in  twenty  of 
thirty  years  time,  and  before  the  apoftles  died,  the  gol^ 
pel  made  its  way  through  Judea,' Syria,  Greece,  Afia,  E- 
gypt,  Europe,  ahd  the  whole  vaft  Roman  empird;  fo  that 
#very  prOvince-in  it  had  plenty  of  it^  profeiiors.-  It  waa 
the  holy  Spirit  that  dircfted  the  arrows  of  thtword  in- 
to the  conicicntes  of  men,  with  clear  and  conviticing 
evidences  of  the  truth  thereof,  ^and'  confirmed' them  fo 
in  the  beHef  of  tt|  that  no  trial  nor  temptation  could 
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fiiake  them.  It  was  the  effitfion  of  the  Spirit  ivith  the 
gofpel  that  gave  the  apoftles  and  firft  preachers  fuch 
ex'raordinary  refoIutioH)  courage  and  hardihefet  toen« 
counter  all  difficulties,  to  bear  up  under  the  greateft 
miferies  of  life,  and  joyfully  to  {acrifiee  their  sdl  for 
Chrifty  and  feal  their  doctrine  with  their  blood; 

2.  The  gofpel  was  a  glorious  miniftrationr  of  the  Spi- 
rit at  our  reformation  from  Popery  above  200  years  ago, 
whereby  our  reformers  were  affifted  and  carrkd  thro* 
the  greateft  difficulties  and  oppofition  as  in  the  apoftiis 
days*  It  was  a  fmall  mean  that  God  made  the  rife  of 
his  great  work ;  to  wit,  Luther's  appearing  agatr^  Tex-* 
cllius  for  preaching  up  and  felling  his  indulgences.  Tet 
from  this  fpark,  fuch  a  fire  kindled,  that  fet  all  Europe 
in  a  flame,  and  enlightened  niany  nations  that  were 
covered  with  the  thick  darknefs  of  idolatry  and  fuper- 
ftition,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Such  were  the  ■ 
out* pouring  and  efficacy  of  the  Spirit  at  that  time,  that 
the  gofpel  made  a  fwift  progrefs  in  a  (hort  fpace  by 
very  mean  inftruments*  The  preachers  employed  were 
none  of  thofe  who  were  famed  in  the  world  in  that 
age  for  learning,  honour,  power,  or  greatnefs,  but  men 
that  hacl  lived  in  obfcurity,  and  were  loaded  with  re-» 
proach  by  their  adverfariee ;  fuch  as  Luther,  Zuinglius^ 
Melanfton^  Bucer,  Calvin,  Knox,  Wiihart,&c.  yet 
thefe  mean  men  went  forth  to  confront  thofe  powers, 
which  then  made  the.  earth  to  tremble,  to  wit,  the  Pope 
and  his  conclave  (whofe  power  was  then  moft  formi- 
dable) with  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Icings  of  Europe,  who  then  gave  their  power  to  thq 
beaft.  Thefe  inftruments  had  no  outward  encourage- 
ment at  firft,  none  to  fupport  them,  but  all  the  world 
feemed  to  combine  againft  them  $  yet,  in  fpite  of  all 
oppofition,  the  light  of  reformation  brake  up  more  and 
morej  the  gofpel  was  preached  with  fuch  power,. that 
it  prevailed  againft  all  the  powers  of  the  earth,  and'' 
fpread  from  city  to  city,  fo  that  in  a  few  years  manj^ 
cities,  ftatesand  countries,  became  fubjed  to  die  truth, 
and  that  nptwithftanding  the  bloody  (word  and  flames 
of  martyrdom  which  raged  againft  •  thofe  who  owned 
it.    O  what  a  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  did  at  that 

time 
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time  attend  Mr  George  Wiftiart,  when  he  preached  in 
this  town  of  Dundee,  and  through  Angus,  Lothian, 
and  feveral  places  of  the  weft  of  Scotland  !  how  won- 
derfnUy  were  the  fpirits  of  men  then  raifed  and  affe£l- 
cd  with  the  word  of  God ! 

3.  In  the  church  of  Scotland,  not  only  at  her  refor** 
mation  from  Popery,  but  alfo  frequently  fince,  there 
have  been  foiemn  times  of  the  out-pouring  of  the  Spi- 

-rit  upon  the  land,  and  feveral  pUces  thereof,  as  in  the 
year  1596,  when  the  General  Affemhly  renewed  the  na- 
tional covenant  in  the  Httle  kirk  at  £  iinbufgh,  and  fy- 
nods  and  prcfbyteries  did  the  fame  after  their  example. 
Calderwood  tel)s  us  how  this  pra£lice  was  countenan* 
ced  by  God's  Spirit,  and  attended  with  a  general  melt- 
ing of  heart  and  many  tears.  About  the  year  1625, 
ki  the  weft  of  Scotland,  where  the  perfecution,  from 
prelates  and  their  agents,  was  hotteft^  for  non-conw 
pliance  with  Perth  articles,  &C'  God  was  pleafed  to 
countenance  and  fupport  them  with  an  eictriordinary 
out^letting  of  his  Spirit.  This  began  in  the  pari(h  of 
Stewarton,  and  hence  was  called  by  the  prof^me  of  that 

•time,  the  Stewarton  (icknefs,  but  afterwards  it  fpread 
through  that  country,  and  was  very  remarkable  at  Ir- 
vine under  the  miniftry  of  Mr  David  Dickfon,  which 

V  was  accompanied  with  many  convincing  proofs  of  God*8 
power,  and  many  converfions.  We  have  a  famous  in- 
ftance  of  that  power  in  tt>j  foiemn  communion  that 
was  at  the  kirk  of  Shots  2 Dth  June  1630,  when  there 
was  an  extraordinary  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit  at- 
tending the  work,  and  efpecially  the  fernion  on  the 
Monday  2 1  ft  of  June,  by  Mr  John  Livingfton,  that 
TCoAt  a  great  and  unufual  motion  among  the  hearers, 
(who  were  there  convened  in  great  numbers  of  divers 
ranks V  fo  that  near  500  had  a  difcernible  change  wrought 
vpon  them,  and  moft  of  them  proved  lively  Chriftians 
afterwards.     Again,  in  the  year  1638,  God  gave  a  ge-» 

.  neral  effuiion  of  the  Spirit,  which  routed  up  all  ranks 
from  their  fecure  backflidd^n  ftate,  and  made  them  a« 
gree  to  renew  the  national  covenant,  ^hittx  the  fpi- 
Tits  of  men  were  greatly  raifed  and  wrought  upon  bv 
^  word|  th^  ordiaances  were  lively  and  longed  aN 
N  2  ter, 
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2  glorious  inheritance^  Eph.  i*.  13,  14.  And  alfo  for 
qualifying  and  making  them  meet  to  dwell  in  the  fame 
for  ever. 

5.  In  regard  it  is  ncceflary  to  difpfay  to  us  the  glory 
TCCtA  excellency  of  the  perfon  and  offices  of  Chrift,  and 
his  infinite  fulnefs  :  and  alfo  doth  open  our  eyes  to  dif« 
cern  all  the  glorious  perfedlions  of  God  in  him* 

6»  The  Spirit's  miniftration  gives  a .  glorious  luftrc 
to  the  fouls  of  believers,  and  makes  them  fhine  with 
true  beauty  and  fplendour.  Hence  the  King's  daugh- 
ter is  faid  to  be  **  all- glorious  within,  and  their  beauty 
to  be  as  the  olive-tree/*  &c. 

7.  The  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  with  a  preached 
gofpel  makes  a  glorious  difpenfation  :  chiefly  upon  the 
account  of  the  glorious  and  fnrpriiing  changes  which 
it  makes  upon  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men  at  their  con- 
verfion.  How  marvellous  were  thefe  changes  upon 
the  firft  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  after  our  Lord's  at 
cenBon  !  Thofe  firft  fruits  of  his  purchafe  and  promife 
were  indeed  very  glorious.  Then  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit,  like  a  mighty  current,  did  carry  all  before 
it,  and  conquered  thcufands  at  one  fermon ;  yea,  it  made 
the  moft  obftinate  and  inveterate  enemies  to  ftoOp  be* 
fore  the  word,  though  preached  by  poor  deipiled  men. 
This  made  the  world  to  wonder,  as  if  fome  univerfal 
enchantment  had  fallen  upon  men  \  and  the  more  they 
fought  to  fupprcfs  and  bear  it  down,  the  more  it  in- 
creafed  and  fpread.  It  made  the  rich  chufe  poverty^ 
the  fenfual  quit  their  pleafures,  thofe  whb  dwelt  in  fine 
houfes,  to  betake  themfelves  with  chearfulnefs  to  dens 
and  caves  of  the  earth ;  yea,  and  fometimes  thefe,  who 
were  violent  pcrfecutors  of  Chriftians  one  day,  become 
Joyful  martyrs  with  them  the  next.  But  not  only  at 
that  time,  but  many  times  fince,  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit  with  the  gofpel  hath  produced  wonderful 
changes  on  its  hearers. 

As  1.  When  thereby  the  dead  in  fins  and  trefpaiTes 
have  been  railed  from  the  grave  of  .corruption,  and 
made  alive  to  God  ;  Thofe  who  were  prophane  and  vi^. 
tious  have  changed  the  whole  courfe  of  their  hves,  and 
turned  as  remarkable  for  good  as  before  they  were  for 
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ill.  Hie  leopard  hath  changed  his  fpots^  and  the  E* 
thiopian  his  coloufi  and  fuch  who  were  accuftomed  to 
do  evil>  have  learned  to  do  well.  And  all  thefe  dianges 
have  been  occafioned  by  the  fooliChnefs  of  preaching, 
and  fometimes  by  one  word  in  a  plain  gofpei-fermon ; 
which  could  not  be  brought  about  by  twenty  years 
moral  difcourfesi  and  the  mod  fubiime  drains  of  hu- 
man eloquence.  And  fometimes  weak  gifts  have  been 
owned  and  bled,  when  the  greated  gifts  have  been  un- 
fuccefsful. 

2.  Hereby  fuch  particular  application  of  the  word 
hath  been  made  to  the  confcience,  as  hath  filled  the  fe- 
ciire  foul  with  terror,^nd  humbled  the  proud  man  to  the 
dudy  and  made  him  cfy,  ^*  Wo's  me,  I  am  undone,  I 
abhor  myfelf  in  dud  and  adies  !"  Thofe  who  before 
were  puffed  up  with  pride  and  a  conceit  of  themfelves, 
have  been  ibon  laid  low  under  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt» 
and  ill-defervings  before  God.  Thofe  who  have  been 
mounted  upon  an  imaginary  throne  of  their  own  righ«- 
teoufiiefs^  and  have  been  at  great  pains  to  prop  and  fup- 
port  it)  have  of  a  fudden  come  ^own  from  icj^  tumbled 
it  to  the  ground,  and  fubmitted  humbly  to  a  borrowed 
righteoufnefs,  faying,  Away  with  all  my  own  filthj 
rags,  give  me  Chrid,  who  is  the  '^  Lord  our  righteous 
nefs  :^'  None  but  Chrift. 

3.  It  is  a  wonderful  change  to  fee  mens  natures  quite 
altered ;  to  fee  thofe  who  were  like  ravening  wolves 
become  like  meek  lambs  *,  thofe  who  were  formerly 
actuated  by  hatred  andenvy,  malice  and  revenge  againd 
enemies,  brought  to  love  all  men,  even  their  greated 
enemies,  with  a  love  of  benevolence,  to  avoid  revenge, 
to  forgive  theni,  to  pray  for  them,  and  do  them  good, 
when  in  their  power.  Again,  to  fee  covetous  men,  that 
were  great  lovers  of  the  world,  and  hugged  it  as  their 
beloved  idol,  abandon  it  with  difdain,  ^'  fcek  thofe  things 
which  are  above,*'  and  delight  in  converfe about' them; 
to  fee  them  made  willing  to  forfake  all  the  world,  as 
lofe  and  dung,  for  Chrid  and  things  above,  is  a  change 
above  the  power  of  nature,  an4  is  an  evident  proof  of 
th^  glorious  minidration  of  the  Spirit. 

4«  By  tlie  Spirit's  minidration,  thofe  who  hated  fe- 

rious 
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rious  godlinefsi  derided  it  as  a  fancy,  mocked  and  re* 
proached  godly  perfons  ;  have  been  made  to  own  there 
ys  a  reality  in  religion,  and  to  lore  and  commend  that 
which  they  hated  and  cried  down,  and  to  honour  relt« 
gious  perfons  as  the  excellent  one«  of  the  earth,  and 
to  delight  more  in  their  fociety  than  ever  they  did  .in 
their  old  companions  in  fin.  This  furely  is  the  finger 
of  God. 

5,  Hereby  thofe  who  have  been  violent  adverfaries 
of  the  truth,  have  become  eminent  inftraments  to 
maintain  and  promote  that  which  they  once  deftroyed^ 
and  more  zealous  to  promote  and  advance  God's  glory 
and  kingdom  in  the  worJd»  than  .ever  they  were  to  op- 
pofe  it*  Yea,  thofe  who  have  been  very  a£live  in  p«r- 
fecuting  the  prof^  flbrs  of  religion,  both  with  tongue 
and  hand,  have  fo  far  changed  their  courfe,  as  to  join 
themfclves  to  thofe  whom  they  perfecuted,  and  volun* 
tarily  chofc  to  fufitr  reproach  and  aiRidion  with  the 
people  of  God,  rather  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafutes  of  fin 
for  a  ferfjn. 

6*  Hereby  thofe,  who  formerly  were  wandering  after 
the  riches,  honours,  preferments,  and  vanities  of  the 
world,  and  placed  all  their  happinefs  in  them,  and  fpent 
all  their  cares  and  thoughts  about  them,— have  been 
brought  to  be  mainly  taken  up  in  vtrondering  at  the  love 
of  God  in  fending  Chrift  to  the  world  to  fatisfy  juftice 
for  our  fins,  and  bear  that^  wrath  and  curfe  we  (hould 
have  borne ;  and  have  been  made  to  take  more  pleafure 
in  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  Chrift,  and  in  fpiritual  ex- 
crcifes,  than  ever  they  had  in  all  their  worldly  enjoy* 
ments  -,  and  willingly  to  refign  all  thefe  to  God's  difpo* 
fal,  faying,  If  my  main  portion  be  fecured  to  me,  let 
God  do  with  thefe  externa]  things  as  he  pleafeth.'-— 
Thefe  furely  are  glorious  changes. 

7.  The  Spirit'b  miniftration  appears  the  more  glori- 
ous in  this,  that  fome times*  thefe  changes  are  made  on 
thofe  who  had  not  the  benefit  of  good  example  or 
education,  but  were  brought  up  in  families  where  they 
neither  faw  nor  heard  any  thing  to  the  advantage  of 
religion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  to  fear  and  difcou* 
rage  them  from  it  %  fiich  as  bitter  inve^ves  againft  it, 

and 
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gmd  cruel  mockings  and  feoffs  at  thofe  who  owned  it  : 
And  yet)  in  the  face  of  all  difcouragementy  dangert 
3%nd  peflbcution,  they  have  been  brought  to  embrace 
vel^io»i  to  take  iip  the  crofs  and  follow  Chrift. 

8.  By  the  Spirit's  miniflration,  many  weak  and  fee- 
ble fouls  have  been  wonderfully  ftrengthened  and  encou- 
raged)  power  hath  been  given  to  the  faint,  and  firength 
increafed  to  them  who  had  no  might.  The  feeble  have 
been  made  like  David,  and  all  their  difcouragements 
and  \K}mplaints  removed.  They  who  could  perform 
BO  duty,  bear  no  burden,  encounter  no  danger ;  have 
been  wonderfully  ftrengthened  both  for  work  and  war- 
fare, duty,  and  difficulty ;  and  fortified'againft  all  fears, 
eorruptions,  temptations,  affliiStions  and  perfecutions, 
and  made  to  fay  with  David)  Pfal.  xxviii.  3.  <'  Though 
an  hoft  (bould  encamp  againft  me,  my  heart  (hall  not 
fear ;  though  (houfands  rife  up  againft  me,  I  will  not 
be  difmayed.  And  with  Paul,  Phil.  iv.  13.  "I  can 
60  all  things  through  Chrift  that  ftrengtheneth  me-" 
Hereby  thofe  who  have  been  oppreft  with  doublings 
and  waverings  about  the  truths  of  God,  have  been  con- 
firmed and  eftablifhed,  and  made  to  fay  with  Natha<- 
niei,  John  i.  49.  ^'  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  King  of  If- 
Tael,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God."  And  with  unbelieving 
Thomas,  John  xx.  28.  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God." 
And  like  tht  Ifraeiites  in  Elijah's  time,  when  the  Lord 
manifefted  himfelf  by  fire,  an  ufual  emblem  of  theSpi- 
rit>  I  Kings  xviii.  39.  they  were  made  to  fall  on  their 
faces,  and  cry  out,  "  The  Lord  he  is  God,  the  Lord 
he  is  God." 

JL^/y,  The  miniftration  "of  the  Spirit  is  glorious,  in 
tegard  of  the  glorious  intercourfe  and  communion  with 
God,  which  fouls  thereby  attain  to  in  the  ordinances^* 
Then  he  makes  good  that  word  to  them,  Jer.  xxxi.  25. 
*•  i  have  fattated  every  weary  foul,  and  repleniflied  every 
forrowful  foul."  Then  he  puts  more  gladnefs  in  their 
hearts,  than  when  corn,  wine  and  oil  abound.  Then 
he  makes  their  doubts  and  unbelief  to  vaniih,  and  all 
their  cloudti  and  darknefs,  fears  and  jealoufies,  to  fiee  a« 
V^ay.  Now,  they  attain  to  this  oicfled  intercourfe, 
vhen  he  giv^  them  fuch  diicoveries  of  a  crucified  Je- 
fus,  and  his  infinite  fulnefs  and  fuitablenefs  to  their 
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cafe,  as  (ills  them  with  joy  and  peace  in  believbg,  and 
in  laying  the  ftrefs  of  theiy  fouls,  and  burden  of  their 
guilt  upon  him.  He  helps  them  to  embrace  and  apply 
the  promifes  of  the  covenant,  and  to  lay  claim  to  them 
as  their  own,  and  fay,  "  This  and  that  promife  is  mine  : 
and  plead  with  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  "  Remember  the 
word  unto  thy  fcrvant,  upon  which  thou  haft  caufed  me 
to  hope,"  And  the  pleading  and  feeding  on  a  promife 
doth  afford  much  inward  fweetnefs  and  fatisfaftion  to 
the  foul.  He  alfo  affords  them  fuch  delight  in  God's 
work,  fuch  ftrength  in  performing  of  duty,  that  it  is  their 
meat  and  drink  to  do  his  will,  and  they  reckon  a  day  in 
his  courts  better  than  a  thoufand  clfewhcre.  So.  that, 
though  fomctimes  they  have  come  to  duties  with  dead- 
nefs  and  ftraitenings  of  fpirit,  yet  they  hav3  got  fuch  re- 
lief, that  with  Hannah  they  have  been  helped  to  pour 
out  their  hearts  to  God  in  prayer,  and  have  gone  away 
•  with  their  countenances  no  more  fad.  He  gives  them  fuch 
difcoveries  of  God's  love  to  their  fouls  through  Chrift, 
as  fills  them  with  inward  hope  and  confolation ;  yea, 
fomctimes  fuch  a  flrong  affurance  of  God's  favour,  and 
of  the  pardon  of  their  fins,  and  of  the  glory  to  be  re- 
vealed, that  their  fouls  are  made  to  overflow  with  joy. 
This  communion  and  fellowfiiip  with  God,  by  the  mi- 
niftratibn  of  the  Spirit,  God's  people  in  all  ages  have 
found,  and  they  declared  it  to  be  the  grcateft  reality, 
when  ftepping  over  the  threlhold  of  time  into  eternity, 
and  they  have  died  with  the  high  praifes  of  God  in  their 
mouths  for  it. 

APPLICATION. 

Infer.  I.  See  hence  what  thanks  and  pralfe  we  owe 
to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  purchafed  the  miniftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  to  us  by  his  blood.  Hence,  days  of 
the  Spirit's  influences  are  called  days  of  the  Son  of  Man ^ 
Luke  xvii.  22.  All  our  nearnefs  and  intercourfc  with 
God  is  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  Eph.  ii.  13.  So  that  it 
i^  with  a  great  fum  we  obtain  this  freedom. 

Infer.  2.  See  then  from  whence  it  is  that  gofpel- 
ordinances  have  their  glory,  even  from  the  miniltration 
of  the  Spirit.     Without  this,  ordinances  arc  dead  and 
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lifclefsi "  and  dead  things  have  no  beauty.  We  muft 
look  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  then,  to  put  life  in  ordinances, 
and  make  gofpel-days  glorious.  Alfo,  it  is  to  be  re* 
greted,  that  fo  many  look  to  the  language  and  outward 
ornaments  of  fermons,  more  than  to  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit  for  their  beauty  and  excellency. 

Infer,  3.  How  dreadful  a  crime  muft  it  be  for  any 
to  ridicule  or  mock  at  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,  or 
to  call  it  all  fancy,  whim,  or  enthufiafm  !  Oh,  what  is 
this  but  to  reproach  and  do  defpite  ta  the  Spirit  of 
grace  !  How  provoking  muft  it  be  for  men  to  fccff  at 
that  which  is  the  glory  of  ordinances,  and  the  glory  of 
any  land  ?  Surely  they  are  real  objefts  of  pity,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  great  judgments,  who  are  fo  far  left  and  giv- 
en up,  a3  to  glory  in  their  ftiame,  be  afiiamcd  of  their 
glory,  and  mock  at  that  which  is  the  grcatcft  blc fling 
of  heaven  !  O  if  they  would  ftand  in  awe  of  this  fin, 
and  remember  that  word,  Ifa.  xxviii.  22.  •*  Now  there-- 
fore,  be  net  mockers,  left  your  hands  be  made  ftrong." 

II.  A  fccond  ufe  of  this  dQ£trine,  may  be  of  exhor- 
tation ;  and  here  let  me  exhort  all  the  hearers  of  the 
gofpcl,  to  pray  earneftly  to  God  that  he  may  be  picafed 
to  make  the  gofpel  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  to  them, 
as  it  hath  been  to  our  anceftors  in  this  land  in  former 
days,  and  as  it  is  this  day  in  other  countries.  Let  us  cry 
with  the  church.  Lam.  v.  2  r.  "  Renew  our  days  as  of 
old  :"  And  with  David,  Ixiii.  3.  **  Let  us  fee  thy  pow- 
er and  glory  in  the  fanftuary,  as  in  former  times."  And 
with  Ifaiah,  Ifa.  li.  9.  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  ftrength, 
O  arm  of  the  Lord  :  Awake  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in 
the  generations  of  old.*'  Let  us  plead  with  the  church, 
Pfal-  xliv.  I,  23,  26.  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O 
God  J  our  fatiiers  have  told  us  what  works  thou  didlt  in 
their  days,  ia  the  times  of  old.  Awakej  why  fleepeft 
thou  }  Arife  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  thy  mer- 
cies fake."  So  let  the  people  of  Scotland  fay  :  "  Lord, 
our  fathers  have  told  us  what  glorious  gofpel* days  they 
had,  by  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,  when  the  Captain 
of  our  falvation  took  to  him  his  great  power,  and  rode 
in  triumph  in  the  chariot  of  falvation  j  his  arrows  were 
(harp  in  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  and  hundreds  dated. 
O  2  their 
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their  converfion  from  one  fermon.  Ah  !  we  have  fitt- 
ed away  Chrift  and  his  Spirit  from  the  land.^  Of  if 
all  ranks  would  join  to  pray  him  back  again  :  and  cry^ 
<'  Arife,  O  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion  ;  let  the 
time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  fet  time  be  now  come."  It 
is  commonly  obferved,  when  the  fet  time  for  favouring 
Zion  with  the  glorious  miniftration  of  the  Spirit^  is  at 
hand.  God  ufeth  to  pour  out  a  fpirlt  of  prayer  upon 
his  people  ;  for  he  loves  to  bring  about  his  glorious  de« 
figns  by  means  of  their  prayers,  that  he  may  put  honour 
vpon  them.  I  might  add  many  motives  to  frequency 
and  fervency  in  fuch  prayers. 

As,  1.  Confider  the  excellency  and  ufefulnefs  of  the 
miniftration  of  the  Spirit.    It  would  beautify  the  church 
and  her  afiemblies,  make  her  beautiful  as  Tirzah,  come* 
ly  as  Jerufalem,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun,  and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners*     It  would  make 
both  minifters  and  people  to  (hine,  our  congregations 
to  look  with  another  face,  and  ordinances  to  have  a 
new  luftre. — It  would  put  life  and  ftrength  in  the 
members  of  the  church,  give  life  to  their  bones,  vi« 
gour  to  their  withered  graces,  and  ftrengthen  them  to 
run  on  God^s  errands,  and  fight  his  battles*    It  would 
enable  them  to  trample  on  fatan,  and  triumph  over  fin^ 
wax  valiant  in  battle,  and  put  to  flight  the  armies  of 
the  aliens.     It  would  be  as  wind  to  the  fails,  oil  to 
the  wheels,  and  make  fouls  to  run  the  ways  of  God's 
commands  without  fainting  or  wearying.     It  would, 
loofe  bonds,  enlarge  hearts,   and  give  freedom  from 
fatan's  temptations,  and  (Irong  lufts :    It  would  revive 
drooping  fouls,  turn  their  water  ^into  wine,  their  for- 
row  into  joy,  their  fears  into  holy  confidence,  their 
doubts  into  godly  aflurance,.    their  complaints  into 
praifes,  and  make  them  to  fing  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
it  would  fatisfy  their  fouls,  and  all  their  faculties,  as 
with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  bring  light  to  the  mind,  free* 
dom  to  the  will,  ftrength  to  the  memory,  peace  to  the 
confcience,   and  life  to  all  graces.      Yea,  it  would 
make  the  foul  to  grow  in  grace,  and  ripen  apace  for 
heaven.    It  would  make  profeflbrs  of  religion  grow 
more  fiacere  in  dutids*  more  fervent  in  prayer,  more 
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attentive  in  hearing,  more  frequent  in  meditation,  mote 
pni£lical  in  knowledge,  more  edifying  in  converfe^ 
more  humble  for  dtfecisi  and  more  thankful  for  mer« 
cies* 

2.  Confider  the  melancholy  cafe  of  the  chjirch,  for 
want  of  the  miniftrat»on  of  the  Spirit.  Her  beauty  95 
quire  marred,  her  gold  becomes  dim,  and  her  moft 
£ne  gold  is  changed.  Her  womb  is  barren,  htr  breads 
dry,  and  her  ordinances  dead  and  lifeiels.  Satan 
feigns  and  prevails,  and  precious  fouls  are  an  eafy  prey 
to  his  teeth.  And  believers  themfelves  fall  under  fad 
languiflings  and  decays.  Whereas  the  Spirit's  minif- 
tration  would  foon  change  the  face  of  affairs,  and  roll 
away  the  reproach  of  barrennefs  under  gofpel  means, 
vherewitli  enemies  are  apt  to  upbraid  us,  faying, 
•'  Where  is  your  God  ?*'  Where  is  the  fruit  of  your 
many  fermons,  fafts  and  prayers,  and  folemn  commu* 
nions  ?  This  was  like  a  fword  in  David's  bones,  PfaU 
xliii>  10.  when  tliey  faid  unto  himi  "  Where  is  thy 
God  ?" 

3.  Take  a  view  of  the  largenefs  of  fatan's  kingdom 
in  the  world;  How  great  is  the  number  of  his*  fub« 
jeds  I  And  will  not  every  loyal  fubjedl  of  Chrift  be 
concerned  and  troubled  to  fee  the  devil  poiTeffing  fuch 
large  territories*  when  their  Redeemer  has  but  a  little 
flock  >  Oh  !  can  you  fee  your  King's  country  overfpread 
with  enemies  as  thick  as  graihoppers,  when  Chrift's 
army  are  pitched  before  them  like  two  little  flocks  of 
kids,  and  not  be  aflTeded  and  grieved  for  it  ?  Now  the 
only  remedy  for  it  is,  to  pray  for  the  glorious  miniftra- 
tien  of  the  Spirit.  This  would  foon  make  a  mutiny 
and  defertion  in  fatan's  camp,  diminifli  his  followers, 
and  increafe  the  army  and  kingdom  of  our  dear  Jefus* 
But,  to  fum  up  all : 

4.  A  day  of  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  would 
bring  many  rare  and  rich  bleffings  along  with  it,  fuch 
as  difcoveries  of  the  Redeemer's  ^lory,  convi£kions  of 
the  evil  and  vilenefs  of  fin,  many  crowns  of  vi£tory, 
and  triumph  to  Chrift,  great  additions  to  his  friends  and 
followers.  Then  gofpel-light  would  (hine  clear,  faving 
knowUdge  increafe^  ignorance  and  error  vaniib^  riohes 
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of  free  grace  wou^d  be  difplayed,  and  fatan  be  bound 
up.  Then  minifters  and  ordinances  would  be  lively, 
fccure  fniners  would  be  awakened,  dead  fouls  would 
live,  hard  hearts  would  be  melted,  llrong  lufts  fubdued, 
an4  many  fons  and  daughters  born  to  God  Such  a 
day  would  heal  divifior.s,  cement  breaches,  make  us  all 
of  one  heart  and  mind,  and  bring  down  heaven  to 
earth.  This  would  redrefs  our  grievances,  remove  our 
complaints,  and  unite  Chrift's  fcattcred  flock.  It 
would  make  true  religion  and  holy  perfons  to  be  in 
efteem,  vice  to  be  in  difgrace,  and  iniquity  as  aihamed 
to  hide  its  face.  Then  fabbaths  and  communions 
would  be  days  of  heaven.  Prayer  and  praife,  fpirttual 
converfe,  talking  of  Chriil  and  redeeming  love,  would 
be  our  chiefell  delight.     O  then,  pray  for  fiich  a  time* 

^iefl.  What  fliall  we  do  that  our  prayers  may  be 
prevalent  for  the  glorious  miniilration  of  the  Spirit  ta 
the  church  and  land  ? 

Jn/,  Take  thefe  direftions : 

1.  Let  us  lament  alter  a  departed  God,  as  the  peni^ 
'  tent  Ifraelitcs  did,  i  Sam.  vii.  2.  "  All  IfracI  lamented 

after  the  Lord/'  They  were  fenfible  of  their  lofs,  con- 
feifed  they  had  finned  him  away^  and  wredled  for  his 
return. 

2.  Search  out  the  Achan  in  the  camp,  old  or  late 
ftns,  which  may  provoke  God  to  withhold  his  Spirit 
from  us.  Mourn  bitterly  for  it ;  supply  to  the  blood 
of  Jefus  for  pardon  ;  abhor  and  put  it  away. 

3.  Be  thankful  for  the  leaft  droppings  of  the  Spirit, 
entertain  them  kindly,  and  plead  that  they  may  be  the 
forerunners  of  a  greater  ihowcr. 

4.  Ufe  arguments  in  prayer  for  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit :  Plead  the  multitude  of  dry  bones,  which 
are  fcattered  up  and  down  the  valley  of  vifion.  How 
general  is  the  deadnefs  both  among  minifters  and  peo- 
ple !  And  nothing  can  revive  them  but  the  breath  of 
the  Lord.  Cry,  with  the  prophet,  Ezck.  xxxvii.  9. 
"  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  Breath,  and  breathe 
upon  thefe  flain  that  they  may  live.  Plead  your  ina- 
bility to  do  any  fpiritual  good  thing  without  the  Spirit ; 
Lord,  we  can  neither  pray,  praife,  mourn,  believe,  re- 
pent^ 
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pent,  meditate,  read^  hear,  or  communicate,  without 
the  miniilration  of  the  Spirit ;  we  can  do  nothing  fpi* 
ritually ;  all  we  do  is  in  a  natural,  carnal  way,  which 
cannot  be  pleafing  to  thee.  Piead  alfo  the  promifes  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  are  free  and  abfolute  con* 
cerning  the  giving  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  fuch  as  thofe  in 
Ifa.  xliv.  3.  Eztk.  xxxvi.  27.  God  would  have  us  to 
turn  thefe  his  promifes  into  prayers,  if  we  would  Ihare 
in  them  -,  for  he  faith,  after  making  them,  that  he  will 
be  **  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifracl  to  do  it  for 
them,"  Ezck.  xxxvi.  37. 

Obje5f.  But,  fay  fome  difcouraged  fouls,  we  have  fo 
grieved  and  vexed  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  dealing  with 
us,  that  we  fear  he  will  return  to  us  no  more. 

-^/ix.  I.  Maiiy  of  God's  people  have  grieved  him,  and 
yet  he  did  not  leave  them  finally,  2.  Have  you  a  fenfe 
of  guilt  in  this  matter  ?  Is  it  the  grief  and  trouble  of 
your  heart  that  you  have  fo  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  ? 
Are  the  breathings  of  your  fouls  after  his  return  I 
then  furely  he  is  not  wholly  withdrawn  \  for  if  he  were, 
you  would  be  without  fenfe  and  feeling,  3.  Remem« 
ber  that  Chrift  ftili  invites  you  to  come  to  him  for  eve- 
ry thing,  and  for  the  Spirit  among  the  reft.  He  hath 
purchafed  the  Spirit  for  all  that  come  to  him ;  and 
thofe  who  come  to  him  for  the  Spirit,  he  will  in.  no 
wife  caft  out*  May  mc  all  have  grace  to  depend  upon 
his  word,  and  both  to  live  and  die  by  faith  upon  it, 
that  his  name  may  have  the  glory  for  ever.     Amen. 
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AProphecy  of  thelncreafe  of  Chrift's  Kingdom. 
SERMON    Xr. 

On  Joha  ill.  30.  He  mufi  increMfe     ■ 

'/•    ••  • 

THESE  are  the  words  of  John  Bapti ft  concerning 
.;  Jefiis  Chrift,  upon  the  occafion  of  his  difciples 
complainiikg  of  Chrift's  baptizing,  which  drew  gi^at 
multitudes  to  him,  whereby  they  feared  their  mailer 
.i9light  Come  to  be  darkened  or  deferted.  But  the.hum- 
*  ble  man,  inftead  of  refenting  it,  as  his  diiciplcstdid,  falls 
a  commending  Chrift,  and  abafing  himfeif ;  yea,  he  pro- 
fefied^  the  greatcft  fatisfa£lion  in  the  advancement  of 
Chrift  and  his  intereft  in  the  world,  and  compareth 
himfeif  to  a  friend  of  the  Bridegroom,  vcr»  29.  that  re-  J 

JQtcelh  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  match,  which  he  had  been  \ 

labouring  to  promote  :  It  being  honour  enough  for  the 
"  ittoft  eminent  minifter  of  Chrift,  to  be  an  inftrument  to 
fccommend  his  glorious  Mafter,  and  to  court  and  make 
xeady  a  bride  for  him. 

In  ver.  30.  where  my  text  is,  I.  John  forctels  the  in- 
creafe  of  Chrift/s  kingdom  and  glory,  as  a  thing  highly 
juft  and  equitable  in  itfelf,  and  moft  agreeable  and  fa- 
tisfyihg  to  him,  and  all  other  friends  of  the  Bridegroom, 
•*  He  muft  increafe  ;"  that  is,  his  intereft  (hall  grow  in 
the  world,  his  name  (hall  fpread,  his  throne  be  raifed, 
his  crown  (ball  ilourifh,  his  dominions  be  enlarged,  and 
his  fubjeds  multiplied.  You  think  he  hath  gained  a 
great  deal  already,  but  that  is  nothing  to  what  he  will 
gain  r  And  all  this  in  conftquence  of  the  decree  of  God, 
and  the  prophecies  recorded  concerning  the  M tfliah  in 
Pfal.  ii.  and  Ixxii.  &c.  fo  that  there  is  a  neceffity  for  it, 
"  He  muft  increafe." 

!•  John  foretels  the  confequent  of  this  increafe  to 
himfeif,  *^  I  muft  decreafe  ^"  that  is,  I  muft  be  darken- 
ed 
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ed  and  difappeaf.  He  is  not  at  all  difpleafed  to  fee 
himfelf  obfcured  and  outfhined  by  the  blefled  Mefluh» 
whofe  imant  and  forerunner  he  owned  he  waa.  No| 
no,  fays  he^  Let  him  (bine  fdrth  as  the  rting  fan^  and 
and  let  me  difappear  like  the  tnorping  Jfar :  Let  hit 
name  be  raifed,  aAd  mine  deprefled,  I  dheerfully  fub- 
mit  to  it,  I  am  contented  to  be  any  thing,  ot  to  be  no* 
diin^,  fo  that  Chrift  may  be  All. 

Dot.  The  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom  and  glory  in 
the  world,  is  abfolutely  certain  and  neceflary.  It  muft 
Infallibly  be,  for  God  hath  faid  it,  Jer.  xtiii.  5.  «<  A  king 
flian  reign  and  profper  in  the  earth,''  fhh  Ixzii.  Si 
*^  He  (hail  haye  dominion  from  fea  to  fea,^  Pfal  cxxxti* 
z8.    <'  Upon  himfelf  (hall  his  croWn  dourtlh.'^ 

In  difcourfing  from  this  fubjed,  I  (hal1» 

I.  Enquh'e  what  is  that  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom 
and  glory,  which  we  may  Warrantably  look  for  t 

U,  what  are  the  times  and  feafons  of  this  increafe  t 

III.  What  are  the  reafons  why  Chrift  muft  thiia  in* 
creafe  i 

IV.  Make  application. 

I.  A.S  to  the  jStfi^  What  is  the  increase  here  meant  ^ 
Firfit  Negatively,  it  is  not  to  be  undetftood, 

1.  Of  any  increafe  of  Chrift's  eifcntial  glory  as  God; 
for  this  is  impoffible,  he  being  infinite,  and  therefore 
the  fame  yefterday,  and  to*day,  and  for  ever»  without 
any  variablenefs  or  fliadow  of  turnings 

2.  It  b  not  meant  that  Chrift's  kingdom  (hall  in* 
creafe  or  flourifh  in  oUtWard  fplendour  atid  gteatnefei 
like  one  of  the  kiiflgdoms  of  this  World.  No,  Chrift's 
kingdom  being  not  of  this  world,  its  glory  is  of  a  fpi- 
ritual  and  heavenly  nature,  and  peculiar  to  itfelf  alone^ 

3«  Neither  is  it  to  be  thought  that  the  increafe  of 
Chrift's  kingdom  is  to  be  conilant  ot  alike  at  all  times^ 
or  without  decay  or  diminution  at  any  time*  No,  no^ 
for  fometimes  it  feems  to  be  brought  very  low,  yea,  fo 
low  was  it  brought  under  the  Antichriftian  apoftacyi 
that  it  Was  fcarce  Vifible^ 

idfy^  Pofitively^  the  increafe  fpoke  of  ift  the  tett,  13  to 
b(S  undf  rftood  of  the  fioariftiing  of  Chrift's  mediatory 
kingdom,    and  of  the  fprcading  of  bis  manifeftativ^ 
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f  lory  in  ibe  wqrld»  whicb  doth  conCft  chielly  in  thefe 
things: 

J.  In  the  iQcreatfe  sind  fpreading  of  gofpeMight  thro' 
the  worlds  fo  that  the  dark  plapes  of  the  earth  A^ll  be 
enlightened  with  the  knowledge  of  Ghrift  ;  >nd  tiiofe 
places  which  bad  but  twilight  difcoveries  of  hiiP}  (ball 
.  8tr»il  t^  brighter  views  of  his  excellency  ^nd  ufefiil-* 
nefs,  and  to  a  clearer  ihfight  into  the  ^ofpeUmyftericfy 
and  the  way  <^  falvation  through  Chrift  and  hi$ '  righ- 
teovifnefs.imput^d  to  the  fons  of  Adam.  ^  Then  the 
Siip^gf  right^ouifoefs  fcall  arife  with  more  powerful 
Jbeaai$  of. light  and  heat  upon  his  churches  th^n  beforef 
«nd  at  length  with  fuch .  clearnefs  and  eSicacy,  as  to 
fcatter  Aptichriftian  darknefs,  error,  idolatry,  fuperfti* 
tion,  dead  forms  and  ceremonies  of  man's  invention. 
.For  how  is  it  eife  that  the  man.of  fin  ihall  beconfumed 
by  the  Spirit  pfChjrift'j?  month,  and  deftfoyed  by  -the 
.bi%hta£fs  of  his  coming,  2  VhtS.  \u  8.  but  by  the  out* 
pouring  of  his  Spirit  with  his  wqrd  preached,  and  by 
the  bright  and  convincing  appearances  of  the  Redeemer 
in  the  glory  of  gofpel- light  ?  Then  is  it  that  Qirift  fliall 
.inqreafe,  aiid  his  kipgdom  be  enlarged,  when  *<  the 
earth  (h^ll  be  filled  with  the^owkdge  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  Tea,",  according  to 
the  prophecy  of  Habakkuk,  Hab.  ii.  14. 

a»  This  increaiie  takei  iii'the  Xprd's  fumi(hiag  his 
church  with  many  "  burning  and  (bining.  lights,  able 
,j»ini^ersbf  the  New.Teftameht,"  tOcbeen^inentinftru- 
^rnent^  of  difpUying  hisjglory  in  the  world.  When  be 
1$;  0gnaUy  t^  incre^fe  his  kingdom^  he  will  raife  up  and 
qualify  ^liniilers  for  the  work  ;  who  (hall  be  men  of 
.  largei^artSjL  fluent  tongues,  apd  puUic  fpirits ;  (hining 
hoIine&  and  |>iety  I  undaunted  courage  and  zeal  for 
God  \  infpired  isrkh  a  burning  love  to  Chrift  and  the 
fouls  i;^  inen ;  inclined  tp  prefer  the  good  of  Jerufalem 
to  their ^hiefeft  joy  \  and  willing  to. run  all  hazaids  by 
fc9  and  land ;  to  venture  all  that  is  dear  to  fhem  in  the 
world,  their  reputation,  life^  ;^d  all  the  .comforts  of 
it,  fot  Jefus  Chrilt }  and  chearfully  content  to  fpend 
and  to  be  fpisnt  for  the  increafe  of  hii  kingdom  and 
^Kj^aivf  ^^ ^'"-■ngof  fouls  to  him-  A»d  par- 
ticularly. 
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ticufarly,  k  IS  a  pkdj^e  and  fb^ntiiiiet  of  this  happy 
increafe,  when  the  Lord  fends  down  his  Spirit  «poii 
ftudentSr  and  expe£bnt8  of  the  miniftrf  ;  gracionfly 
touches  their  hearts^  and  works  an  inward  change  up- 
on their  fouls  y  animates  them  with  Gncere  principles 
and  ends^  and  gives  them  fuch  impreffions  of  the  weight 
pf  the  paftoral  office  and  the  charge  of  foulSf  that  thejr 
will  not  run  thereto  unfent,  nor  have  an  a£tive  hand 
in  thrufting  thentfehres  into  it,  or  do  any  thing  to  be<t 
get  prejudices^  to  mar  their  fuccefs  \  but  will  wait  pa# 
tieotly  upon  the  Lord,  till  be  (hall  open  the  door,  and 
clear  their  call  to  enter  into  his  vineyard. 

3»  It  imports  the  inereafe  of  the  number  of  ChtiflTs 
fubjeds  and  followers*    ^*  As  the  king^s  honour  is  in 
the  multttttde  of  bis  people/'  Prov.  xiv«  28.  (oCbrift  is 
glortfied  in  the  multttude  of  his  fubje^s*      Thus  fliall 
Chrtft^s  kingdom  and  gloi;y  increafe  in  the  tatter  days» 
when  the  kingdoms  «f  ^  earth  (hall  become  the  king* 
doms  of  the  Lord;  then  the  Jews  themfelves  (ball  gap 
ther  to  Chf  ift's  ibrndard  fifted  up  in  the  goijpel,  toge* 
ther  with  the  fulnefe  of  the  Gentiks  \  they  fliali  fly  Co 
it  in  clouds^  Uke  doves  to  their  #indow9|  according  to 
tiiefe  ]>romifes,  Uaiab  it*  2.  Micah  ir.  i|  2.  Ks^  U.  8« 
Rev.  ii.  1$.  Rom«  xi.  25,  26.  Pfah  cii.  \$t  16,  aa* 
Now»  what  b  it  that  wiH  brin^  about  this  glorious  in* 
creafe,  hut  the  miniftration  of  the  Spnric  with  the  go& 
pel }  It  is  this  that  opens  a  great  and  effeftual  diov> 
I  Cor.  xvi.  9.  a  door  of  utterance  in  mimfters  mouths, 
and  a  door  of  entrance  in  hearers  hearts.    Then  mini* 
Aers  fpirits  Qiali  be  enlarged,  and  their  tongues  ioofed 
in  preaching;  and  hearers  appetites  will  be.  (barpened, 
and  their  hearts  melted  in  hearing.      When  the  Lord 
comes  with  hi»  Spirit,  and  gives  tcflimony  to  the  W(»rd 
of  his  grace,  then  the  arrows  of  the  word  ihall  pierce 
the  confcience ;  the  wounded,  (hail  cry,  what  (ball  we 
do  to  be  fated  ?  And  miiUitudes  (hali  fall  under  Zion's 
King,  Pfah  xtv.  5/ 

4*  Then  Chrili's  kingdom  doth  increafe,  when  truth 

triumphs  over  error,  and  pure  dodrine  ^and  worlhip 

jprevai!  agatnft  foperftttioti  and  delufion^     There  are 

happy  feafons  when  the  Lord  doth  magnify  his  power 
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ki  binding  up  the  winds  of  herefy  and  falfe  doif^nne, 
mnd  making  pure  fcripture- truths  to  be  relifted  and  pre- 
ferred to  the  vain  opinions  and  falfe  reafonings  of 
men. .  Then  he  caufes  Infidelity,  Deifm,  Socinianifm, 
Arianifm,  Popery,  and  Arminianifniy  to  be  reje£led  and 
abhorred  :  And  makes  men  willing  to  fabje£):  their  own 
reafon  to  divine  revelation,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  plain 
truths  of  the  word,  and  the  gofpel*fcheme  of  faving 
lofb  finners  by  the  tighteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
through  his  death  and  purchafe  only.  Then  be  brings 
men  to  fee  their  own  natural  impotency  and  inability 
to  do  any. thing  for  their  own  recovery  and  happlnefs  3 
fo  that,  inftead  of  afcribing  their  good  a6^ions  and  at* 
tainments  to  the  good  ufe  of  their  own  natural  povi^r?, 
they  are  willing  to  acknowledge  God  in  every  thii)g 
that  is  good  in  them,  and  to  afcribe  all  to  the  praife 
and  glory  of  his  free  grace,  who,  for  Chrift*s  fake, 
works  in  th^m  both  to  will  and  to  do.  O  ihat  Chrtft 
and  his  truth  may  thus  increafe  in  the  world  I 

5*  Hiis  blefled  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  includes 
the  downfal  of  its  enemies,  and  efpecially  the  over* 
throw  of  Mahomet  and  Antichrift,  tne  ruin  of  Baby« 
Ion,  and  the  binding  up  of  fatan,  that  grand  enemy 
which  excites  all  the  reft.  This  is  foretold.  Rev.  xi.  2, 
Now  when  once  that  time  comes,  that  fatan  ihall  be 
reftrained  and  bound  up  from  influencing  rulers  to 
perfecute  or  opprefs  the  church  :  from  inftigating  tt^ 
ducers  to  propagate  errors  ;  and  from  exciting  (chit 
matical  and  feditious  perfons  to  fow  diflenfion  among 
the  followers  of  Jefus ;  then  the  Ungdom  of  Chriit 
will  gteatly  increafe  in  the  world. 

<5.  It  imports  the  increafe  of  true  piety  and  faoli- 
nefs  among  the  fubje£^s  of  Chrift's  kingdom ;  whea 
they  (hall  ftudy  an  univerfal  conformity  to  their  holy 
Lord  and  Mailer,  and,  like  him,  make  it  their  meat 
and  drink  to  ferve  God,  and  do  his  will :  When  their 
minds  and  affeflions  fhzW  be  greatly  difengaged  from 
tl^e  world,  and  the  ftrain  of  their  converfations  (hall  be 
fpiritual  and  heavenly :  Their  lives  (hall  (hine  in  hoH- 
|ief$  apd  good  works ;  aiid  their  great  ftudy  (ball  be  to 

have 
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have  their  fplctts  and  tempers,  their  walk  and  £ani^i:| 
in  all  Tefpe£ts  fuch  as  becomes  the  gofpcL  of  Chrift ; 
When  they  (hall  be  juft,  righteous,  and  true,  in  all  their 
dealings,  word8» and  actions;  when  they  (hall  be  meek 
and  lowly,  fober  and  temperate,  patient  and  peaces* 
bte|  k>vmg  and  forgiving,  barmlefs  and  inoSenfivet  in 
all  the  parts  of  their  converfation :  and  at  the  fame  ti.iic 
ihaJl  abhor  and  depart  from  all  lying  and  diflembiing« 
jbjuftice  and  intemperance,  pride  and  ambition,  flan* 
4ering  and  backbiting,  malice  and  revenge,  dtTcord  an4 
Arife,  and  whatlcver  elfe  is  coptrary  to  true  godltiiefs^ 
and  the  pattern  of  the  holy  Jefus ;  then  it  is  that  Chri(l*a 
kingdom  (ball  greatly  increafe.  .   .      ^    .    •. 

7.  There  is  in  it  the  increafe  of  zeal  and  publip- rpirit« 
cdnefs  for  promoting  true  religion,  and  of  Chridian  coHr 
rage  and  magnanimity  in  owning  and  avowing  of  Chrift 
and  his  caufe  before  the  world »  When  Chriilians  ihaU 
not  be  afliaroed  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  or  of  his  truths, 
ordinances  or  people,  but  (hall  openly  profefs  bimi  glo- 
ry in  htm,  and  whatever  belongs  to  him  \  an4  alfo  beair 
teftimony  againft  every  thing  that  he  hates  or  forbids  ; 
and  when  a  fpirit  of  reformation  (hall  be  poured  upon 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  ;-  fo  as  every  one  In  theif 
feveral  (lalions  and  capacities  fliall  do  their  utmoQ:  .to« 
fupprefs  fin,  and  recommend  Chrid  and  his  ways  to  all 
around  them :  then  it  is  that  Chriit's  kingdom  and  ^xu 
If  will  increafe  in  the  world*  .    . 

He^d  TX.  I  propofed  next  to  enquire  Into  the  tiipe^ 
and  feafons  of  this  glorious  increafe.  God  hath  his  fet 
times  for  Zion's  increafe  and  gloty,  which  none  can 
ftop,  Ffal.  ciL  13/  The  apodolic  age  was  the  modr^** 
markable  fet  time  for  it  that  ever  was,  when  every  fcr^- 
mon  made  new  conquefts  ^nd  additions  to  the  churciu 
till  every  city  and  corner  of  the  vaft  Roman  empire 
was  dored  ^ith  Chtiftians.  But,  bpGdes  this^  we  have 
promife&  of  a  more  full  and  ample  increafe  of  Chrilt!s 
kingdom  in  the  latter  daysy.pr  towards  the  end  of  the 
world ;  of  which  Daniel  fpeak^  in  his  prophecy.  Dm* 
ii*  98,  44*  and  Dan.  vii.  27.  Thejre  he  tells  us,  |hat 
in  thefe  latter  days  God  will  fet  up  a  great,  large,  and 

floun(hing 
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ioariOiing  kingdom,  which,  will  break  all  o&ers  in  pie^ 
ces,  and  ftand  for  ever.  That  he  means  the  fiourifliing 
ftate  and  glorious  increafe  of  Cbrift's  kingdom  toward 
the  end  of  the  worlds  is  dear  from  this»  that  he  makes 
the  latter  days  he  fpeaks  of,  to  be  the  days  of  the  kings 
which  ihould  divide  the  fourth  monarchy,  or  Roman 
empire,  among  them.  This  empire  was  to  be  divided 
into  ten  kingdoms,  called  in  the  Revelation  ten  horns^ 
and  reprefented  in  Dan.  ii.  41.  by  the  ten  toes  of  the 
feet  of  the  image.  Now,  the  ftone  cut  out  of  the 
mount,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  is  fatd  to  fmite 
the  imnge  upon  its  feet,  and  break  them  in  pieces,  ver* 
jy.  which  fignifiea  Chrift's  conquering  the  Roman  eiw* 
pire,  when  divided  into  ten  kings,  or  kingdoms,  caHed 
ten  horns,  Rev.  xvi':.  which  dtvifion  hath  happenjed  in 
the  latter  days.  '  And  thefe  horns,  or  kings  and  king- 
lioms,  being  joined  together  in  giving  their  power  to 
the  beaft,  or  Roman  Antichrid,  as  their  head,  do  pce^ 
ferve  fome  (hadow  of  the  ancient  Roman  empire*  or  . 
monarchy,  feeing  Amichrift's  power  is  almoft  as^xteni^ 
five  as  the  emperor's  once  was.  Hence  Antichrift  is 
femetimes  called  the  image  of  the  beaft,  and  is  faid  to 
exerctfe  the  power  of  the  firft  beaft,  Rev.  ziti.  la,  14. 
as  being  fet  up  at  Rome  in  placi;  of  the  Roman  empitc 
in  the  .weft,  and  as  bearing  the  Ukenefs  of  the  then  enw 
peror  that  leigned  there.  For  at  the  time  the  faid  em- 
pire lay  dead  stnd  wounded  by  the  fword,  or  invafioft 
of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  and  in  effe£);  was  not,  the 
Fopt  got  up  and  mounted  the  beaft,  which  the  empe- 
ror had  rode  upon  before  him,  namely,  the  Roman 
ftate,  for  that  is  the  body  of  the  beaft,  and  fo  fet  up  a 
new  image  of  the  old  Heathen  empire  at  Rome.  The 
papal  power  nnay  be  well  called  its  image,  as  being  like 
11  in  largenefs  of  dominion,  in  form  of  goveriimcnt^  and 
in  tyranny  and  idolatry. 

When  Chf  ift's  kingdom  iras  firft  fet  up  in  the  a- 
poftles'  time,  the  Roman  empire  was  on  its  iron  legs,  as 
reprefented  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  that  is,  it  was 
in  its  greateft  ftrehgth.  But  in  the  latter  davs,  whicb 
Daniel  fpeaks  of,  Dan.  ii.  28,  44.  when  Chnft*s  king- 
dom  is  wonderfully  increafedj  the  eitipire  is  in  its  feet 

and 
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^nd  toe^  thit  U»  In  ten  kin^ma  fubjcQ:  to  the  beatfty 
a$  they  sire expUioedy  Rev.  xvii.  i%^  13,  17,  i8.  Now^ 
9»  Dai^id  tells  us,  it  is  upon  thefe  that  the  ilonc  fniite% 
and  fo  it  is  among  them  that  Chrift  will  make  his  glo- 
rious conquers  in  the  latter  days.  For  it  is  faid,  The& 
kings  ihali  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb 
(hail  overeome  them,  not  only  their  power  and  armies^ 
but  he  (hall  at  length  overcome  their  hearts,  fo  that  they 
Aiall  be  brought  to  hate  the  whore*  and  make  her  defc* 
late»  Rev.  xvii.  14,  16.  which  time  is  yet  to  come. 

Then  it  is  that  Chrift's  kingdom  will  receive  a  glori* 
ous  uicreafe,  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become 
fcisy  as  in  Rev.  ii.  15.  Then  the  great  river  Euphrates 
will  be  dried  up,  for  pieparing  the  way  of  the  kings  of 
the  eaft,  Rev.  xvi.  1 2.  Then  the  blindnefs  of  the  Jews 
&all  be  removed,  and  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  ihall 
come  in,  Rom.  xi.  i»  25,  26.  Thefe,  and  many  other 
famous  prophecies  about  the  increafe  of  Chrift's  king- 
:4ofl;i  and  glory,  do  remain  to  be  accomplilhed  in  the 
latter  days,  at  leaft  in  the  extent ;  fuch  as  thofe  that 
foretel.  That  every  thing  in  Jerufalem  (hail  be  holy : 
the  people  fbsU  be  all  righteous :  the  fanfluary  (hall 
•be  cleanfed,  and  purhy  be  both  in  the  worfiiip  and 
worfl^pers  to  the  temple,  and.no  more  a  Canaanite  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  :  all  nations  (hall  be  gathered  to 
fee  his  glory  :  there  (hall  be  no  more  war  betwixt  na^- 
tions ;  the  Jews  (hall  be  gathered  out  of  all  the  coun- 
tries where  they  are  difperfed,  and  brought  to  their 
own  land  :  they  (hail  be  no  more  feparate  kingdoms, 
^c.  For  which  (ee  Ifa.  ii.  2,  3,  4.  Ifa.  xxvi.  a.  If4« 
lii.  I*  Ifa.  Ix.  5,  iO|  12,  13,  21.  £zek,  xxvi.  24,  2H. 
£zek.  XXXV  2i.  to  28.  Ban.  viiu  14.  Zech.  xiv,  2i« 
.Rev.  xi.  If  &c.  Now,  what  a  glorious  increafe  muft 
it  bring  to  the  Mediator's  kingdom  and  glory,  when  all 
thefe  prophecies  and  promifes  (hail  be  fulfilled  concera. 
ing  the  overthrow  of  Babylon  and  Antiohrilt,  tjhe  de* 
.ftrufkion  of  the  Turkilh  empire,  the  in-bringing  of  the 
Jews,  with  thc^fulnels  of  the  Gentiles  ? 

In  regard  the  fall  and  deltru£tion  of  Antichrift,  or 
t£e  papal  power,  is  the  great  mercy  promifed  to  the 
church  in  the  latter  days,  and  with  which  all  the  other 
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Weffings  promifcd  are  conncfted ;  and  that  the  fcrip- 
turc  IS  more  particular  about  the  time  of  its  bemg  ful- 
filled, t^an  any  other ;  it  is  fit  to  enquire  what  is  there 
faid  about  it.  KnA^firfi^  let  us  View  the  foregoing  figns 
and  forerunners  of  Antichrift^s  fall,  and  of  Chrift's 
coming  to  deliver  his  people  from  his  tyranny,  which 
point  out  the  times  as  near ;  fuch  as^ 

Firfiy  Previous  thereto,  there  will  be  a  great  defed* 
tion  among  all  the  churches  of  Chrift.  Among  God's 
people  deadnefs  and  formality  (hall^fo  increafe,  that  ail 
the  virgins  (hall  feem  to  fall  afleep.  Errors  and  falfe 
do£lrines  (hall  greatly  abound,  the  luminaries  (hall  be 
darkened,  and  the  (lars  (hall  withdraw  their  (hining* 
Many  mitiifters  (hall  fuck  in  corrupt  principles  about 
the  glorious  do€trines  of  the  gofpel,  particularly  that 
of  juilification ;  by  which  means  the  earth  (hall  be 
turned  into  bloo<!t  and  (laughter.  Yea»  in  thefe  laft 
days,  there  (hall  be  fal(e  teachers,  who  privily  (hall 
hring  in  damnable  herelies,  even  denying  the  Lord'that 
bought  them.  There  (hall  be  many  inlidels,  and  pro* 
fane  fcofTers,  who  (hall  make  a  mock  of  ferious  godli- 
nefs,  and  the  Holy  Spirit's  operations,;  and  feoff  at  the 
gofpcl-revelation,  and  the  way  of  (aving  (inners  by 
Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs  imputed  to  us.  Alfothey 
will  deride  the  promifes  of  his  coming  to  deftroy  Anti« 
chrift,  to  deliver  his  people,  and  to  judge  the  world* 
faying,  '*  Where  is  the  promife  of  his  coming  ?  for  all 
things  continue  as  they  were  frOm  the  beginning.**  Oi 
thefe  things  the  apoftle  Peter  fpeaks  in  the  2d  and  3d 
chapters  of  his  2d  epiftle*  Nay,  fo  general  (hall  the 
defe£lion  and  infidelity  of  the  world  at  that  time  be^ 
that  our  Lord  himfelf  tells  us,  that  when  he  Cometh^ 
he  (hall  fcarce  find  faith  upon  the  earth,  Luke  xviii.  8* 
that  is,  he  will  find  few  that  have  the  firm  belief  ai 
the  gofpel- truths,  and  few  that  have  faith  concerning 
Chriil's  coming.  So  great  have  been  the  reelings  of 
the  world,  fo  long  the  delays  of  Chrift's  coming,  and 
fo  frequent  their  miftakes  who  have  prefixed  times  for 
it,  that  there  will  remain  but  little  faith  in  any  about 
his  glorious  appearance  for  his  church,  when  behold  he 
is  juit  at  the  dtfpr.     As  Atheifts,  Deids,  and  adverfa- 

ries 
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rics  of  the  truth,  have  been  much  har^lened  la  their  in« 
fidelity,  by.  the  raift^kes  of  thofe  who  have  been  too 
particular  and  peremptory  in  timings  future  events  .^  fo 
the  godly  themfelves  may  be  fadly  fl^iken,  and  tempted 
to  defpair  of  Chrift's  coming,  when  he  fo  long  pafleth 
their  repk^ning.  Therefore,  faid  he,  **.  When  the  Sot^ 
of  man  comcth,  (hall  he  find  faiith  on  the  earth  ?'*  But 
glory  to  his  n^me,  **  He  is  faithful  and  true,"  a^nd  w'lf 
come  at  the  appointed  tix^e,  and  the  unbelief  of  man 
thall  not  make  the  promife  of  God  of  none  cflfea. 

2^  Thei;e  (hall  be  gr^at  troubles  in  the  woi;ld^  and 
ycry  great  fear  and  diArefs  in  the  churchy  before  help 
arife  to  her^Dan.  ^ii.  I.  Daniel  is;  certified,  that  when 
Chrift  is  to  (land  up  (or  tlje  church,  "  there  (hall  be  a 
time  of  troi;ble,  fuch  as  never  was  (i nee  there  was  a 
nation,  ^vcn  tq  that  (ame  ti.ne,  ?nd  at  that  time  tl^jf 
pecxple  (hall  be  delivered  "  So  in  l^attb^  xxiv.  and  Luke 
xxi.  Chri{l  faith,  that  befoif^  his  coming,^  there  (b<ill  be 
ftraiige  ^xg'^^  ^^,^  l^eayens,  and  in  the  earth,  earth* 
quakes,  warp,  and  rumours  of  warsj^  the  iruQiing  of  na- 
tions one  againft  ^npthef,  and  fuch.iiniyerfal  diftfcfs, 
that  mens  jiearts  will  b$  failing  (hern  (or  fear  \  and  e<p 
,yen  then  (hall  dcliveraijce  t|e  at  hand.     • 

3.  Cbrid  will  appear  V^^en  \\\%  church'*  enemies  ate 
mod  confident  ancf  fecure,  and  particularly  when  the 
Romi(h  harlot  is  lifted  up  with  pride  by  her  fuccefs  in 
this  or  that  kingdom,  and  begins  to  fay,  <'  I  fit  as  a 
queeot  ^nd  (hall  fee  no  faciow."  BuLtheH  it  is  that  her 
plagues  (hall  come  as  in  one  day.  Rev.  xvii.  7,  8.  How 
confident  was  that  cruel  perfecutor  Diocledan,  of  his 
fuccef§  ag^inft  t)ie  ob^rch,  Yfhen  h^  er<£ted  pitiiiFSjwith 
that  infcription,  DeUta  Superftitione  Chriftiana  ?  Then 
he  thought  l|e  i)(id  gQt  Chri^is^nity  ei^tirpated,  and  the 
church  ruined  \  when,  behold,  her  glorious  deliverance 
under  Condantine  the  Great  was  jud  at  hand. 

•4.  Before  Antichrift's  fall,  one  of  the  ten  kingdoms 
i9^hich  fupported  the  bea(^  (ball  undergo  a  marvellous 
revqlution|  P.ev.  yi.  13.  "The  fatfie  hour  there  was  a 
gre^t  earthquake,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell." 
By  which  tenth  part  is  tq  be  underftpod  one  of  the  tgn 
kingdoms  into  which  the  great  city  Romi(h  Babylon 
VojL.m.  Q^  wa 
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was  divided  :  this  many  talce  to  be  the  kingdom  of 
prance  ;  it  being  the  tenth  and  laft  of  the  kingdoms  as 
to  the  time  of  its  rife,  and  that  which  gave  Rome  the 
denomination  of  the  beaft  with  ten  horiis ;  and  alfo,"  \\. 
being  the  only  one  of  the  ten  that  was  never  conquered 
fincc  its  rife.  However  unlikely  this  and  other  pro- 
pheficd  events  may  appear-at  the  time,  yet  the  Almigh- 
ty hand  of  the  only  wife  God  can  foon  bring  them  a- 
bout  when  leaft  expelled.  Though  the  church  fhould 
jbe  wrapt  abput  with  the  blackeft  clouds  and  thickeft 
darknefs,  for  a  tipie,  that  will  be  no  ftop  to  God's  grei^t 
fjefigns.  As  a  little  before  the  brealc  of  day  is  the 
idarkeft  tirpe  of  all  the  night ;  fo  ufually  it  is  a  darj: 
iiour  before  the  day-  break  of  the  church's  deliverance. 
X»et  us  pot  then  be  fliaken  in  6^x  pfiinds,  whatever 
ilorm  blow,  bfut  firmly  believe  thie  word  of  a  true  and 
faithful  God,  That  all  his  promifes  to  his  church  fhaJl 
be  exaSly  accpmplifted  ;  That  he  will  rife  in  due  timp 
and  fcatter  all  jiis  enemies ;  and  that  the  fet  time  to  fa- 
vour Zion  will  certainly  come.  May  we. then  be  help- 
ed to  look  to  heaven,  arid  cry  for  a  ftcady,  fixed,  an^l 
perfevering  faith,  that  we  may  never  be  fliaken,  nor 
parried  away  by  the  prevailing  torrent  of  infidelity^  but 
niay  dill  be  eftabliflied  uppn  the  firm  rock  of  truth,  for 
phrift's  fake !  An^eny, 


Of  the  Increafe  of  Chrift's  Kingdom. 

Sermon  xii. 

On  John  lii.  3©.  He  mujl  increafe^-''^ 

IN  the  preceding  .difccurfc,  I  was  fp^aking  of  the 
times  and  ifeafons  of  the  increafe  of  Chrill's  king- 
dom and  glory  \  and  feeing  this  increafe  in  the  latter 
days  is  very  much  connefted  with  Antichrift's  fall,  I 
^as  enquiring  a  little  into  the  time  of  that  (all,  and 

mentioning 
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mentioning  fome  fofcrunners  of  It*  But  to  get  a  raoto 
certain  view  of  it,  it  is  fit  to  enquire  into  the  fcripture 
Account  of  the  time  and  length  of  Antichrifts  reign  ; 
Mrhichy  according  to  ftev^  xl.  2,  3.  and  zii.  69,14.  ^^^ 
Xxiu  5.  doth  amount  to  1260  years^  as  is  generally  a« 
greed  to.  Now,  if  we  could  hit  upon  the  time  when 
thefe  years  began,  we  (hould  ceruinly  know  when  his 
reign  would  end.  But  God,  for  our  trial  and  exer- 
cife,  hath  left  us  much  in  the  dark  when  to  begirt  them. 
Thus  alfo  dealt  God  with  his  people  in  ancient  times  % 
for  though  he  told  them  their  bondage  in  E^ypt  would 
be  400  years,  their  captivity  in  Babylon  would  be  76 
years  i  and  ixom  the  commai^dment  to  rebuild  the  tem- 
ple to  the  MeiTuh's  death,  there  would  be  )o  weeks  of 
years,  or  490  years  :  yet  (lill  the  precife  time  when  to 
oegin  thefe  computations  was  much  quellioned  among 
them.  So  that  they  never  were  perfectly  certain  about 
the  ,cxa£l  times  of  the  church's  deliverance,  until  the 

1;lorious  events  happened  \  and  then  every  one  faw  clear- 
y  when  they  (houid  hive  dated  the  beginning  of  thefe 
predified  years.  Now  the  fame  is  the  cafe  with  refpe^t 
to  Antichrift's  reign  and  downfall.  Though  now  we  be 
iiot  certain  when  to  begin  the  1 290  yt^ars,  which  is  the 
duration  of  Antichhft's  reign  \  yet,  aficr  the  event  of 
nis  fall,  the  time  of  its  commencement  will  be  fo  plain^ 
that  after  ages  wilt  be  apt  to  woiider  that  we  tell  into 
fuch  miftakes  about' it.  Some  in  their  calculations  have 
begun  Anticbriit's  reign  too  eai'ly  :  others  again,  per^ 
bapsj  begin  it  too  late.  Some  of  which  I  ihall  men- 
tion, with  the  grounds  of  their  opinion. 

1.  Becaufe  Antichrift  is  called  the  bead  with  ten 
horns.  Rev.  xiii.  i.  and  the  ten  horns  or  kings  receive 
their  power  one  hour  with  the  bead,  and  give  theii' 
power  and  kingdonx  to  the  bead,  Rev,  xvii.  12,  13,  17.' 
Many  therefgre  did  begin  Antichrid's  reign,  as  foon  as 
the  Roman  empire  was  broken,  and  divided  into  ten 
different  kingdoms  \  to  wit,  whendhe  tenth  or  lad  horn 
appeared,  which  \(^as  the  kingdom  of  iKe  Franks,  now  . 
Caiied  (he^  French,  under  GhildericUs  their  king,  in  the 
year  of  out  Lord  456  ;  to  which,  if  we  add  1260  years^ 
ihe  time  of  Antichrid's  reign,  the  end  of  it  was  to  have 
C^2  bccri 
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been  in  the  year  1 7 1(^,  atid  accbrd'tegly  many  did  ex- 
pcA  it  that  year  :  Bat  the  event  hath  fhc'wed  that  they 
began  A'ntichrift's  rergn  too  foon.  And,  irtde€fd,  the 
fcripture  doth  not  ftiy  thaft  Ms  reign  (tlfdugh  con'tfem- 

J)orat^y  "^vith  the  ten  horns)  (hbuld  begin  us  fdon  as'the 
aft  of  them  appejired  ;  and  in  the  year  456,  Antichrift 
^a*8  fcarce  dif  ernible  in  the  church.  Btit  yet,  in  the 
year  1716,  Antichnft  got  &  fcvefe  blow,  when  thfe  Lord 
broke  his  ihtereft  iti  Britain,  by  defeating  the  rebeHion 
there  in  his  favour,  and.  fecuriog  the  rroteftant  fuc 
tiefiion  to  the  crown  in  the  houfe  of  tianover. 

II.  Othei's  did  begin  Antichrift*s  reign  ^o  years  after, 
VIZ.  in  the  year  476  ;  becailfc  till  then  fomc  fhadow  of 
the  old  Homan  empire  retnaitied.  For  it  was  not  en- 
tirely  diflblvcd,  nor  did  the  ten  horhs  appear  formally 
in  its  room,  till  the  depo(ttion  of  Auguftulus,  who  was 
the  laft  of  the  Roman  emperors  that  teijgned  iorrcr  both 
caft  and  weft.  Now  he  was  depofed  in  the  year  476, 
after  which  time  the  very  tiamc  of  the  Roman  empire" 
in  the  weft  became  extinfl:.  Thofc  of  this  way  6f 
thinking  did  alfo  ftrengthen  their  opinion  from  that  text 
in  2  Their,  ii.  7,  ^.  "  He  who  no\r  letteth,  will  let, 
bntil  he  be  taken  out  pf  the  way.  And  theh  (halhhat 
^vieked  one  be  revealed  ;**  that  is,  Antichrift,  who  then 
Vsis  working  under  ground,  would  not  formally  ap- 
pear until  the  removal  of  the  Roman  emperor,  whofe 
pbWer  in  the  weft  did  greatly  hinder  the  papal  tyranny 
and  grandeur.  Now,  according  to  this  opinion,  An- 
tichrift's  reign  fhould  have  ended  in  the  year  1736,  but 
the  event  alfo  hath  difcovered  they  began  it  too  foon. 
For  though  the  biftieps  of  Rome,  upon  the  fall  of  the 
empire,  made  gteat  progrefs  in  their' proje£ted  ufurpa- 
tion,  yet  Antichrift  was  not  formaUy  revealed  fo  foon 
as  476.  Neither  did  the  fcripture  fay  that  he  would 
be  imn^ediately  revealed,  and' begin  his  reign  upon  the 
removing  of  the  Roman  emperor.  But  tho'  the  Lord 
did  not  overturn  Antichrift  in  the  year  1736,  as  fome 
expe£ted,  yet  I  hope  he  hath  taken  a  remarkable  ftep 
toward  it,  and  for  the  increafe  of  his  own  kingdom 
in  or  about  that  year,  by  railing  up  eminent  inftru« 
ments  for  fpreading  his  glorious  gofpel  thro'  the  world, 

fuch 
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foch  lis  tlie  MdraTian  hrethrttn,  anfl  Oxford  mtthod?ft^i 
.and  particulaYly  by  fending  forfli  the  Rctr.  Mr  Whitc- 
fielfl,  that  very  year  to  preach  the  cvcrlarfttng  gofpcl 
witli  wonderfurfucccfs.  Awl  notv,  botJh  he  and  otfhers 
Whom  God  hafth  excited,  have,  'fincc  that  time,  made  a 
nc^le  iprogrefB  in  this  work,  both  in  £urope  atid  Arne- 
ti(^a,  by  preaching  in  the  detnonftratbn  of  the  Spirit, 
and  with  power,  the  dodirine  of  free  grace,  of  origi- 
nal fin,  of  regeneration  by  the  holy  Spirit,  and  of  |uf. 
tification  by  Chrift's  tightcoufnefs  alone  ;  which  doc- 
frineshad  been  fadly  buried  before.  And  i  verily  be- 
lievc/that  it  is  by  the  effulion  of  the  Spirit  with  the 
gofpel,  and  the  bright  cbnvinc'mg  appearances  of  Chrift, 
and 'free  grace  in  t'lc  glory  bf  gofpel-lighr,  that  Anti- 
chtift  will  be  cbnfumed  and  dedroysd  \  and  Chriit's 
kixigdoQi  incieafed  and  en^aiged. 

RL  Some  ihere  are  i»^ho  are  very  hte  in  beginning 
Antiehrift's  reign,  not  before  the  bilhpp^  of -Rome  turn, 
ed  gr6fly  idolatrous,  and  fet  up  for  the  worlhip  of  i- 
mages,  and  for  eicomtnunicathig  and  depofing  the  em- 
perdrs  of  Conftantinople,  their  civil  tuIcts,  bccaufe 
they  oppofed  them  in  their  idobtry.  This  was  firit 
afttempted  by  Pope  Conftantinc  againft  the  emperor 
Philippicus,  in  the  year  7(3  >  and  afterwards  pradiifed 
^ith  greater  boldnefs  and  fucccfs  by  Pope  Gregory  li. 
'  ^  "Againft  the  emperor  Leo,  in  the  year  7  26 •  According 
to  this  opinion,  Antichtift^s  reign  will  not  end  before 
the  year  1973. 

IV.  But  the  tttoft  ^probable  time  fof  commencing 
Antichrift's  reign,  feems  to  be  when  Boniface  III.  got 
himfelf  declared  unlverfal  bifhop  and  headof  the  church, 
and  affumedthe  title  of  Pope,  which  was  ip  the  year 
606.  And  in  this  ufurped  fupremacy,  he  was  then 
owned  and  fubmitted.  to  by  the  ten  horns  or  kings,  who 
gave  their  power  to  him.  Then  it  was  the  Pope  be- 
came ChriUi's  declared  oppofite,  by  ufurping  his  pecu- 
1ia^  offices  and  titles,  and  fo  appeared  formally  to  be 
'Antichrift,  Now,  if  we  add  to  606,  the  time  of  Anti- 
chrift's reign,  1 160  years,  his  dominion  will  not  end 
till  the  year  1866,  which  is  124  years*  hence.  Though 
none  now  living  will  fee  this,  yet  we  may  comfort  our- 

fclves. 
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felves,  as  opcc  a  godly  man  did  :  "  I  have  had  a  longing 
defirc,"  faid  he,  "  to  fee  or  hear  of  the  fall  of  Anti- 
chriil :  but  I  check  myfelf,  I  (hall  go  to  heaven,  and 
there  the  news  of  it  fball  quickly  arrive^  for  both  an- 
gels and  faints  will  rejoicp  at  it,  Rev.  xviii.  20.  Why, 
that  will  be  the  happy  time  of  the  increafe  of  Chriil's 
kingdom  and  glory.  May  God  haften  it  for  Chrill'tf 
fake. 

The  third  Head.  I  propof^  next  to  give  fomc  rca- 
fons  why  Chrift  muft  increafe  as  above  : 
.  I.  Becaufe  of  the  decree  and  promife  of  God>  which 
cannot  fail.  He  hath  promifed  this  not  only  to  the 
church,  Jer.  xxiii.  5.  but  alfo  to  Chrift  himfelf,  Pfal. 
li.  8.  and  ex.  1,  2.  And  furely  .**  he  will  not  altet 
the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  his  lips>  he  will  not  lie 
unto  David,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  34,  35. 

2.  Becaufe  it  is  for  the  fake  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl, 
and  its  increafe,  that  God  hath  made  the  world*  and 
hath  given  the  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  of  pro- 
vidence to  Chrift  himfelf  in  oider  to  fecure  the  accom* 
plifliment  of  all  the  glorious  promifes  made  t6  him, 
the  reins  of  government  are  put  in  his  own  hand,  Mat, 
xxviii.  1 8.  £ph«  i.  22.  And,  to  be  fure,  the  great  Me- 
diator will  fee  to  his  t>wh  incereft* 

3.  Becaufe  Chrift  is  the  darling  of  heaven,  dearly 
beloved  of 'God  for  undertaking  the  redemption  of  a 
loft  world,  a  wOrk  whereby  God  is  highly  glorified. 
In  this  tranfa£tion,  he  chearfully  complied  with  the  di* 
vine  will,  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  crcfs,  and  therefore  his  name  muft  be  exalted 
above  everyft^name,  and  every  knee  muft  bow  before 
him,  Phil.  ii.  8,  9,  10. 

APPLICATION- 

1.  Ufe  may  be  oi  information  : 
.  ]  •  We  here  fee  wliat  encouragement  we  have  to  pray 
as  we  are  taught,  ^hykittgdom  come^  and  that  it  may 
be  increafed  and  enlarged  \  feeing  we  pray  for  what 
God  hath  decreed,  promifed  and  foretold,  and  ,muft 
certainly  come  to  paft* 

a.  It 
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2.  It  muft.lhcn  be  jjrcat  folly  to  oppofe  tlie.flounfh- 
ing  of  Chrift's  kingdom  ;  they  who  do  it  havs  a  ftrongr 
party  to  ffght  aj^ainft,  even  the  onnnipotent  God,  who 
hath  faid  of  Chriil  and  his  kingdom,  He  mujl  tncrtafe, 

IL  Ufe  may  be  of  reproof  and  warning  to  all  who 
would  hinder  the  incrciife  of  Chrift^s  kingdom  artd  glo* 
ry  in  the  wotld  ;  fudh  as, 

I.  Thofe  who  pcrfecutc  and  opprefshls  people. 

^2.  Thofe  who  promote  the  violent  fettle menr  of  mi- 
nifters  contrary  to  the  will  of  congregations,  and  there* 
by  put  a  flop  to  the  converfion  and  edification  of  foul?. 

3.  Thofe  who  promote  infidelity,  error,  0^  any  doc- 
trine in  the  dhurch,  contrary  to  the  fimpliclty  and  pa- 
rity of  the  gofpel,  and  the  fcripture  fchcme  of  filvation 
by  Chrift  and  his  furcty-rightcoufnefs,  whereby  free 
l^race  ts  exalted  and  felf  debafed. 

4.  Thofe  who  refufe  to  fubjeft  themfelves  to  tlic 
laws  of  his  kingdom,  and  will  rather  obey  their  own 
paflions  and  Iufts,^ying  in  their  heart?,  "  We  will  not 
have  this  man  to  r^ign  over  us;**  if  Chrift  be  a  King^ 
let  him  be  a  King  without  t  kingdom,  (ubje£ks,  or 
laws ;  if  we  could,  he  (hould  have  none.  O  fmners^ 
take  heed  what  you  are  doing ;  you  dircflrly  oppofe  the 
will  of  that  God,  who  faith.  He  mttft  increafe. 

III.  Ufe  of  lamentation^  We  may  here  take  occa* 
fion  to  bewail  the  ftatc  of  Chrift^s  kingdom  in  divers 
places,  in  which  it  pnce  flourifihed  and  increafcd,  but 
how,  alas  !  dccreafeth ;  as  in  France,  Germany,  Poland, 
Bohemia,  Hiingary,  Piedmont,  aad  other  foreign  parts, 
and  likewife  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  particularly  in 
6ur  mother  church  of  Scotland  !  Oh  !  what  a  dreadfirf 
flood  of  infidelity,  atheifm,  irreligion,  damnable  here- 
fies,  loofcnef*  of  principle  and  of  practice,  contempt  of 
God  and  religion,  fcpffings  at  the  truths  of  God  and 
ferious  godlinefs,  hath  broke  out  in  this  age,  and  f w^Hed 
to  a  greater  height  thati  at  any  time  fincc  our  blefll-d 
reformation.  Our  holy  Chriftian  religion,  in  its  firm 
foundations  and  infallible  proofs,  hath  been  openly  at- 
tacked and  ridiculed  by  profeiTrd  infidels  and  pretenders 
to  reafon  amongft  us,  and  that  notwithflanding  the 
ftrong  QbllgUians  they  ly  under  by  their  biptifm  and 

education. 
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edacation  to  adhere;  to  It.    A^d  many  ptete«4ed  frieads 

hare  been  undermining  and  deftroyiog  it,  by  pron^.tinj^ 

opinions,  and  pra£lice8  inconfident  with  its  pvnty  an^ 

interefl.     Tea»  ail  ranks  of  u^,   wh«th^r  m^giitr^tts^ 

mimfters,  nobility,,  (Tencry,  citizens  and  commons^  are 

fodly  chargeable  w^di  the  preyaijing  defeftions  and  de-^ 

cicnfions  of  the  age.     Alas,  "we  have  left  onr  firft  ifl[v^^ 

and  have  wofully  degenerated  from  our  anceftors^piety, 

zeal,  and  folemn  engagements  to  the  Lord  !    How  la- 

qientable  is  our  negk£b  of  family-tworlhip,  fecret  pray-* 

er,  fabbath*fan£li6catlon^  and  gofpel  holinefb !  As  alfq 

Qur  lofing  our  former  livelincfs  and  fpirituality  in  God's  .{ 

worfhip  and  fervic^  and  letting  our  devotion  4^^^^^^ 

away  into  a  dead  formality »  and  mere  bodily  feryjce  ! 

And,  finally,  how  ftr(>ng  is  thc^  prop^r^fity  of  the  pre-     "  , 

fcnt  generation  to  vanity,  li^htnefs,..  plays,  coppedie?^ 

romances,  idle  diverfians,  contempt  of  ordinances,  Iy*f 

ing,.  cbeatingi  p^fj^^^yi  ^nd  aU  fort«  of  immoral  prao^ 

ticesr   .  . 

Upon  account  whereof  God.  is  provoked  to  fprfak^ 
I^i^  c^rdinan^es,  and  fmit^  our  church  with  fore  |udg«^ 
m^nts,  fuch  as  a  fpirit  of  divifiqn,^  a  mifcarrying  womb„ 
and  dry  breafts,  impenitency  and  }iardn€fs  S  heart»  [ 

fufpending  the  Spirit'«(  inilueni^es,  fo  a^  hearts  ^k  no( 
melted  by  the  word.  .  The  angel  dcfc<?nds  ^qt  tp  trou- 
ble the  waters,  and  the  d^feafed  {\ep  not  in  to  be  healed  > 
a$  in  former  days*  Our  hearts  ^o  not  burn  while; 
Chrift  is  talking  with  us  ;  the  tinies  qf  refrefhing  con^^^ 
x>ot  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  Apc||  alas  !  yrg 
V^ho  are  in  the  minidry  want  not  reafon  to  fear  that  w^ 
have  a  hand  in  bringing  on  the  judgments,  by  ouf,  ifr^n 
dertaking  the  minifl;ry  for  carnal  ends,  and  without  ex^ 
perimencal  knowledge  ofthf  Spirit's  work  in  regene-i 
ration }  helping  in  lax  men  to  th^  miiixftry»  and  dxt-i 
^ouraging  the  more  ferious  i  little  reading  and  ftudying 
the  fcriptures ;  want  of  zeal  and  cousin  for  the  con<* 
yerfion  and  edification  of  fouls :  Se^ng  ourfelves  ii^ 
our  public  appearances,  more  than  the  glory  of  our 
bleifed  Mafter,  not  looking  to  him  for  fumiturej  an4 
depending  on  his  prefence  and  Spirit  for  fuccefs  :  Nof 
labouring  more  earneftly,  and  pteach^ng  more  rouzing* 
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Ijr  for  awakening  and  convincing  of  fouls :  laying  ftum- 
bling-blocks  before  hearers,  by  finful  ftrifcs,  untendef 
walking,  and  wrong  fteps,  whereby  they  are  tempted 
to  abhor  the  offerings  of  the  Lord,  not  a£%ing  as  faith- 
ful ftewards,  by  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,  and 
fpeaking  to  the  different  cafes  of  the  converted  and  un- 
converted, faints  ztA  finners ;  and  not  making  it  the 
great  end  of  our  fermons  to  convince  loft  finners  of 
their  miftry,to  exalt  a  crucified  Chrift  as  their  only  re- 
iliedy,  and  to  lead  poor  fouls  to  him«  O  that  all  ranks 
were  brought  to  acknowledge  their  guilt,  and  to  lament 
the  hand  they  have  had  in  ftopping  the  increafe  o£ 
Chrift's  kingdom ! 

IV.  Ufe  may  be  of  confobtion  to  all  the  friends" of 
Chrift.  Thougn  you  have  caufc  of  fear  and  trembling, 
becaufe  of  the  melancholy  view  you  have  of  the  church's 
cafe  at  prefent,  her  groans  and  grievances,  dcfeftionSt 
and  backflidings,  and  the  power  and  fucccCs  of  enemies  ; 
yet  rejoice  in  the  tidings  my  text  brings,  *•  Chrift  muft 
increafe."  ITie  church  (hall  arife  and  ihine,  her  light 
ftall  come,  and  the  glery  of  the  Lord  (hall  nrifc  upon 
her.  It  Oiall  not  be  in  the  power  of  all  her  enemies^ 
though  hell  and  Rome>be  joined  with  them,  to  hinder 
this  increafe.  Antichrift  muft  fall :  He  hath  been  in 
a  tleadly  confumption  thefe  200  years,  and  will  expire 
at  length.  "Whatever  be  the  oppofition,  Chrift  muft 
overcome,  triumph,  and  increafe  at  laft.  His  church 
will  certaitiiy  outlive  all  her  enemies.  And  though 
fometimcs  (he  may  decrcafe  in  fomc  places,  yet  we 
(hould  mind  that  Chrift'e>  kmgdom  is  like  the  Tea,  what 
it  lofeth  in  one  place  it  gaineth  in  another  If  it  lofe  in 
Europe,  and  gain  in  America,  Chrift  lofeth  nothing* 
And  tho'  his  church  in  our  land  be  brought  low,  yet 
her  Head  and  King  lives,  and  many  of  his  worthies 
have  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  it,  that  he  would 
not  leave  her,  but  return  and  revive  his  work  in  her, 
with  a  powerful  arm,  anrf  fpreading  glory. 

V"  IJle,  of  tpchsftaiion^  And  here  I  exhort  and  ob- 
teft  all  ranks,  high  and  low,  to  do  what  they  can  in 
their  Rations,  by  their  prayers  and  endeavours,  for  the 
coming  and  iocicafe  of  Chrift^s  kingdom^  as  Chrift  di- 

Vol.  IIL  R  ,    icds, 
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re£);89  Mat.  vi*  lo.  O  how  concerned  was  David  this 
way  !  Pfal.  xxt.  22*  and  li.  18.  And  fe  were  Afaphy 
Ifaiahy  Daniel,  Nehemiah^  Paul,  &c.  Pfal.  Ixx.  14. 
Ifa.  Ixii.  1.  Dan.  ix.  16,  &c.  Neh.  ii.  3.  Rom.  x  1. — 
ConGder  alfo  the  woes  and  judgments  denounced  a- 
gain  (I  thofe  who  are  unconcerned  for  the  intercft  of 
Chrift's  kingdom,  Amos  vi.  i,  6.  Efther  iv.  14.  Like- 
wife  take  a  view  of  the  bleffings  which  would  attend 
the  increafe  of  it.  The  Redeemer's  glory  would  be 
magnified,  the  church  would  become  a  fruitful  mother 
of  many  children,  and  many  fons  and  daughters  woi^ld 
be  born  to  God.  Then  light  would  fpread,  knowledge 
be  increafed,  ignorance  vanifh,  error  be  abhorred,  fa- 
tan  retrained,  vice  forfaken,  virtue  efteemed,  love  and 
peace  cultivated*  Then  the  lives  of  Chriftians  would 
jhine,  fabbaths  would  be  days  of  heaven,  fermons  and 
facraments  would  be  longed  for,  the  friends  of  Chrift 
valued  as  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  and  all  wif- 
dom^s  ways  would  be  pleafant  and  delightful.  And 
what  happy  times  would  thcfe  be  ? 

i^g/?,.  What  are  thofe  means  and  endeavours  we 
fhould  ufe  for  the  increafe  of  Chrift's  kingdom  ahd  glo- 
*ry  in  the  world,  according  to  our  feveral  ftations  and 
capacities  ? 

jlns.  I .  Let  magiftrates  contribute  to  this  noble  end, 
both  by  their  authority  and  example,  difcountcnancing 
the  immoral  and  vicious,  and  putting  refpe£i  upon  the 
virtuous  and  godly.  Let  them  with  zeal  and  impartiality 
execute  our  good  laws  for,  fuppre fling  open  vice,  fuch  as 
drunkennefs^  uticleannefs^  profaning  of  the  Lord*s  name^ 
and  of  the  Lord^s  day,  &c.  Ltt  tnem  in  their  own  lives 
be  patterns  to  others  in  juftice,  fobriety,  family  religion, 
and  attending  upon  pu.blic  ordinances:  and  no  doubt 
their  good  examples  would  have  great  influence  upon 
thofe  arounci  them. 

2.  Let  minifl:ers  efpecially  lay  out  thenifelves  for 
this  increafe,  by  making  it  the  great  fcope  ana  end  of 
their  fefmons  to  a\^aken  fecure  flnncrs,  and  lead  them 
to  Chrift  ;  by  diligrnt  catechiZing  of  them,  and  dealing 
particularly  with  young  petlons  in  private  about  their 
foulS|  and  taking  great  pains  with  them  at  their  hril 

admifliun 
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admiflion  to  the  Lord's  table.  Let  them  be  careful  to 
keep  back  the  ignorant  and  un^dly  from  that  holy 
ordinance  ;  and  depend  on  the  miniftration  of  the  Spi- 
rit for  ail  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours.  Let  them 
beware  of  licenfing  or  ordaining  any  to  facred  func- 
tions, who  are  not  of  good  report  for  true  piety  and 
foundnefs;  and  of  impofing  paftors  upon  congrega- 
tions without  their  content  or  good  liking.  Let  them 
preach  to  their  flocks  by  their  good  lives,  as  well  as 
th^ir  lips  ;  and  in  all  things  behave  as  true  friends  of 
the  Bridegroom,  defiring  (like  John  Baptift)  that  their 
bleiTed  Matter  may  increafe,  though  they  fliould  de- 
creafe ;  that  his  name  may  be  great,  though  theirs 
. fliould  fink  to  nothing. 

3.  Let  elders  in  their  fphere  contribute  all  they  can 
to  the  flourifhing  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  by  their  fervent 
prayers  for  it,  and  ftudying  to  be  exemplary  in  family 
religion,  fobriety  and  holinefs  of  life  :  by  reproving  and 
admonifhing  of  thofe  who  walk  diforderly,  informing 
mini fters  about  them,  and  faithfully  affifting  them  in 
the  exercife  of  dlfcipline,  and  in  ruling  and  governing 

^  of  the  church. 

4.  Let  teachers  of  youth  affift  in  this  work,  by  \^ 
bouring  to  inftill  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  way 
of  falvadon  through  Chrift,  very  early  into  their  fcholars 

»  minds  ;  and  to  perfuadc  men  of  the  necelhty  and  ad- 

I  vantage  of  prayer,  a  new  heart,  godiinefs,  meeknefs, 

I  challity,  fobriety,  and  juttice.     And  like  wife  to  train 

J  them  up  in  the  abhorrence  of  vice  in  all  its  kinds,  and 

I  of  every  thing  that  may  prove  an  inlet  or  encourage- 

\  ment  to  it. 

5 .  Let  parents  and  heads'  of  families  do  what  they 
can  to  fet  up  and  increafe  Chrifl's  kingdom  in  their 
families,  by  maintaining  the  worfliip  of  God  in  them  ; 
fanftifying  the  fabbath  in  all  their  dwellings  j  cate- 
chizing and  in(lru£ting  children  and  fervants,  and  re- 
ijuiring  an  account  of  the  fermons  they  hear  ;  reprove 
ing  and  curbuig  fin  wherever  it  appears ;  and  earneft- 
ly  recommending  Chrift  and  the  new  biith,  prayer, 
reading  of  the  Bible,  and  holy  living,  to  all  within  their 
gates  i  and  efpecially  to  children,  when  their  hearts  are 

R  2  young 
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young  and  tender  -,  for  thefe  are  the  hope  and  feed  of 
the  next  generation.  Let  us  follow  the  exartiplc  of  the 
Jews  in  Nehemiah's  time,  who  repaired  the  walls  of 
Jerufalen[>,  every  one  againft  their  own  houfes,  Neh. 
iii.  ic,  &c.  If  every  one  would  fweep  before  their 
own  door,  it  would  foon  make  a  clean  ftreet-  And  if 
all,  whether  in  public  or  private  (lations,  •  would  dili- 
gently apply  thenjfelves  to  that  part  of  reformation- 
work  tjiat  liee  nearelt  to  them,  and  within  their  reach> 
there  would  foon  be  a  happy  change  among  us. 

6.  Let  thofc  whom  God  hath  blcffcd  with  worldly 
fubftance,  employ  part  of  it  for  the  increafe  and  en- 
largement of  Chrift's  kingdom,  by  fupporting  charity- 
fchools,  and  encouraging  minifters,  preabhers  and  ca- 
techids,  to  travel  in  dark  places  of  the  world,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  for  propagating  Chriftian  knowledge, 
and  bringing  precious  fouls  to  Jefus  Chrift  :  furely, 
there  is  no  better  ufc  that  money  can  be  put  to ;  many 
of  our  fellow  Chriftians  have  done  worthily  ,  this  way 
before  us,  and  the  good  effcfls  thereof  are  notorious  \ 
which  (hould  excite  others  to  the  like  afts  of  charity, 
and  beneficence,  which  have  fuch  an  evidcrit  tendency 
to  fave  perifliing  fouls,  and  increafe  our  dear  Redeem- 
er's kingdom  and  glory. 

0hj€€i.  But  (fay  fome)  we  are  poor  and  in  low  fta- 
tions,  what  can  we  do  for  Chrift's  kingdom  ? 

Anf.  There  are  feveral  things  incumbent  pn  you  f^r 
'  this  noble  cnd^  be  what  you  will. 

.  !•  Let  every  man,  whatever  his  ftation  be,  receive 
the  gofpel  revelation  with  a  firm  unfhaken  faith,  as  the 
very  truth  of  God,  and  the  way  of  bringing  men  to 
eternal  life,  which  God  himfclf  hath  devifed.  Abhor 
the  impious  cavils  of  infidels  againft  it,  and  receive 
gofpel- truths  with  warm  love  and  affe£lion.  Love  and 
blefs  God,  who,  in  his  infinite  love  and  wifdom,  con- 
trived this  fche^ne  of  falvation,  and  Jefus  Chrift  that 
.  executed  it,  by  (bedding  his  blood  on  the  crofs.  Let 
each  one  by  faith,  put  his  finger  in  the  print  of  the 
naiW,  and  cry  with  TbomaSi  *VHc  is  my  Lord,  and 
my  God;* 

2.  Let 
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2;  Let  every  man  ftudy  to  recommend  this  etcellcnt 
religion  to  th<;  world,  by  conforming  hii  praftice  to  its 
rules,  and  adorning  his  life  with  (liinin^  holinefs  and 
.  virtue  ;  and  by  guarding  againft  all  injuftice  and  dif- 
honefty,  pride,  paifion,  revenge,  eviUfpeakin:;,  and  c- 
very  thing  that  may  ftumble  and  beget  prejudices  in 
men  againft  Chriftianity,  who  are  too  apt  to  impute 
the  faults  of  its  profcffors  to  the  religion  iifelf.  .  If  c- 
very  profeflfed  Chriftian  would  contribute,  by  perfonal 
'  reformation,  to  mend  one,  then  w(^  (hould  all  be  mend- 
ed, and  the  increafe  of  Chrift*s  kingdom  would  be  glo« 
rious. 

3.  Let  every  one  be  fearching  diligently  into  the 
time  prefixed  for  the  church's  being  in  fackcloth  ;  viz^ 
the  1260  years.  And  when  (like  Daniel)  we  under-- 
Hand  by  books  that  the  time  of  finilhing  them  is  near, 
let  us  with  him,' Dan.  ix.  2,  3.  fet  our  faces  unto  the 
Lord  God,  to  feek  by  prayer  and  fupplications,  with 
fafcing,  that  he  may  remove  all  hindrances,  and  haften 
the  time  of  the  church's  liberty  and  increafc^  If  you 
can  do  no  more  for  it,  pour  out  earneft  prayers  to  God 
for  fulfilling  his  promifes  of  the  downfal  of  Antichrift 
and  Mahomet,  the  inbringing  of  the  Jews,  with  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles:  And  that  he  would  pour  out 
a  fpirit  of  mourning  and  repentance  upon  the  church 
j  of  Scotland, 'and  other  reformed  churches,  for  their 

I  decays  and  backflidings,  put  a  ftop  to  infidelity  and 

i  error,  maintain  purity  of  doftrinc  and  worfhip,  remove 

the  cai^fes  of  divifion  and  contention,  heal  breaches, 
and  reftorc  peace  :  And  that  God  may  grant  a  fpirit 
of  reformation,  and  of  zeal  for  Chrift's  kingdom,  to  all 
men  of  power  and  influence,  that  they  may  exert 
themfelves  for  the  enlargement  of  Chrift's  dominions, 
and  the  dimini(hing  of  fatan's  :  and  that  he  would  fend 
a  large  efFufion  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  qualify  inftru- 
ments  for  fpreading  his  gofpel  through  the  world. 

We  are  apt  to  be  difcouraged,  when  we  fee  not  likely 
inftruments  to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work,  and  bring  a- 
bout  the  glorious  things  he  hath  promifed  ^  and  to  cry, 
**  By  whom  ftiall  Jacoo  arifc  ?"  Not  minding  that  God 
can  raife  up  children  from  ftones;  and  inftruments  to 

jfcrve 
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fervc  him  where  they  were  not  cxpcfted.     Though  we 
le  oft  at  our  wit's  end,  we  (hould   never  be  at  our 
faith's  end.     God  can  never  be  at  a  Jofs  to  cany  on 
V  .  hU  work,  while  he  hath  enough  of  clay  and  fpirit  to 

I  form  inftruments  for  his  purpofe.     When  the  arm  of 

J  the  Lord  doth  once  awake  for  his  church,  no  impedi- 

ment can  ftop  him  5  he  mak^s  out  that  pleafant  word 
in  Pfal.  Ixviii.  1 1 .  **  The  Lord  gave  the  word,  great 
was  the  company  of  thofc  that  publiihed  it."  The  pour- 
ing out  of  God'b  Spirit  from  on  high,  doth  anfwcr  all 
I  cbjedlions,  overcome  difficulties,  provide  fupplies,  and 

J  afford  remedies  in  the  mod  defperate  cafes. 

O  how  defpcrate  like  was  Luther's  attempt  in  the 
year  15  17,  when  he,  a  poor  monk,  fet  himfeif  againft 
i  the  torrent  of  idolatry  and  corruption  that  prevailed 

'  under  Antichrift  at  that  time  !  It  feemed  as  ridiculous, 

:  as  if  a  man  had  fct  his  fhoulder  to  a  great  mountain  on 

[  purpofe  to  remove  it.     And  fo  it  was  in  the  reckoning 

;  of  the  wife  ft  of  that  age  ;  and  hence,  when  Luther 

i  opened  his  defigns  to  a  great  dodtor,  who  difapproved 

cf  the  Romifh  corruptions  as  well  as  he,  he  bade  Lu. 
ther  retire  to  his  cell,  and  pray,  Lord  have  mercy  on  us  ,- 
as  if  there  was  no  remedy*  Yet  how  wonderfully  did 
the  purity  of  do£lrine  and  worfhip  break  forth  and  pre- 
vail to  amazement,  among  fundry  nations,  fo  as  to  ihake 
X  the  foundations  of  Antichrift's  throne,  and  give  him  a 

deadly  wound,  under  which  he  hath  been  languiftiing 
cvjcr  fince  !  There  had  been  feveral  attempts  for  refor- 
mation made  by  others  long  before  Luther,  as  by  Wick- 
liff,  HufS)  and  Jerom  of  Prague ;  but  ail  were  inef- 
fedlual,  becaufe  God's  time  of  reformation  was  not 
then  come.  But  we  fee  when  once  that  time  cometh, 
no  man  is  able  to  hinder  it,  more  than  ftop  the  fun 
from  breaking  out  under  a  cloud.  It  becomes,  then, 
all  the  Lord's  fervants  and  people,  to  keep  in  the  way 
of  duty,  and  wait  patiently  till  his  fet  time  to  favour 
Zion  doth  come. 

How  patiently  did  Joihua  and  the  priefts  wait  for 
the  downfal  of  Jericho  !  Amidft  the  infults  of  enemies, 
they  continued  in  their  dutiful  obedience  to  God,  en- 
compafling  the  city  every  day,  and  blowing  with  trum- 
pets 
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pets  of  rams  hornSf  carrying  the  ark  ftill  alongft  with 
them.  This  they  did  fix  days,  once  every  day  ;  and 
fevcn  times  upon  the  feventh  day.  All  the  fix  days 
the  walls  flood  firm,  not  a  ftone  moved,  nor  a  pinfcingr 
in  it  loofed  ;  nor  was  ,there  any  alteration  for  the  moft 
part  of  the  feventh  day,  until  the  evening,  when  God's 
fet  time  was  come ;  and  then,  without  difficulty,  all 
came  tumbling  down  at  once.  In  like  manner,  let  us 
perfevere  with  patience  in  the  way  of  duty,  look'ng  to 
God,  and  blowing  with  the  gofpcl-trumpet,  which  by 
many  is  defpifed  as  the  found  of  a  ram's  horn  :  but  if 
we  hold  on,  carrying  Chrift  (the  bicft  antitype  of  the 
ark)  along  with  us,  we  (hall  come  otF  with  triumph  at 
laft.  One  thing  is  fure,  Antichrift  niufl  decreafe^  and 
Chrift  mujl  increafe.  Jericho  mult  fail,  and  Zioa  muft 
be  built  up.  And  however  dark  and  cloudy  the  pre- 
fent  time  be,  we  are  well  afli'ared  from  Pfalm  cii.  16. 
**  When  the  Lord  (hall  buiid  up  Zion»  he  (hall  appear 
in  his  glory.'*  The  Lord  in  mercy  haften  that  tia)e  ia 
Scotland,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  e?rth,  for  Chrift's  fake. 
Amen.   Even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus.    Amen  and  Amen* 


FIVE 


I  ", 


FIVE      SERMONS 

PKJEACBlfl)   BBVOUE   AND   AFT^SL 

THE   CELEBRATION 

OF   Tta 

LORD'S  SUPPER. 


SERMON    XIII. 

Bemg  a  taji-dafs  Sertnon  before  the  LorJU^Supper. 

Of  God's  Withdrawings  from  his  People,  and 
their  Exercife  under  them* 

Jcr^.  xiv.  8.     6  the  hope  oflfrael^  and  Saviour  ihefeof 
injhe  time  oftroub/e  j  wbyjbouidj  thou  be  as  ajirangef 
in  the  land;  and  as  a  way  faring  mati^  that  turnetb  a* 
jfide  to  tarry  for  a  nigbt  f 

THIS  chapter  was  penrled  ill  time  of  a  great  dearth 
in  the  land  of  Judahi  occafioned  by  a  grievous 
drought  and  want  of  rain,  which  fell  out  about  the 
latter  end  of  king  Joflah  his  reign  :  which  calamity  the 
prophet  pathetically  lamentSi  and  takes  as  a  token  of 
God^s  withdrawing  his  giracious  prefence  from  them  \ 
v^hereupon,  ver.  7*  he  makes  a  moft  hutlible  confeQion 
of  fin,  in  name  of  the  church,  difclainis  any  thing  of 
worth  or  merit  iit  themfeiveS)  and  pleads  only  the  glo* 
ry  of  God's  name. 

The  prophet's  fcopc,  in  the  text  and  contci^t,  is  to 
deprecate  God's  judgmems,  and  particularly  thattetri* 

Vol.  IIL  S  bte 
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ble  one,  of  his  withdrawing  .his  piefence  &om  his 
chdTch  and  people.  **  Why,  (fays  he,  ver.  8.)^otildft 
thqu  be  as  a  ftranger  in  the  land  ?"  and  ver  9.  "  Leave 
us  not."  So-^Aat^c^feems  to'prfftfrom  <hc  confidera- 
tij)n  of  the  ftroke  of  drought  to  that  of  God's  with- 
drawing hi$  prefeiKC  ifrom  them.  Whence  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  God's  people  dread  and  deprecate  the  with- 
drawing ot  his  gracious  prefcnce,  more  than  the  remo- 
val of  all  their  creature-comforts,  or  any  other  judg- 
ment whatfoever. 

More  particularly,  in  the  text  we  have,  i.  The  gra- 
.  ciotis  tft4c8  lie  fffves-to  Ged,  arthe-gfrnrnds^^mi^^RrMch 
he  pleads  for  his  gracious  favour  and  prefencc,  "  O  the 
hope  of  Ifrael  !*'  u  e.the  objeft  of  Ifrael's  hope,  whofc 
word  and  promife  is  the  only  foundation  of  their  hope  : 
**  the  SaviQur  of  Ifrael  in  the  tin\e  of  jtrpuBle,*'  i,  e,  the 
helper  and  deliverer  of  Ifrael  in  former  times  oEdiitrefs* 
And  then,  from  thefe  grounds  he  doth,  in  the  fecond 
p^fiEce,  bumi^ly  ple^d  ^\A  cxpoA^ta^e  the  miitter  mrh 
God  in  a  twofold  qu^ilion :  i.  <<  Why  (houldft  thou 
be  as  a  ftianger  in  the  land?"  i.e.  ^Wl^y'ftiouldftthou 
behave  to  us  at  this  time  as  a  ftranger,  in  keeping  at  a 
djQance  from,  us,  and  iivcliping,  ^s  it  were^  to  droD  aU 
Acquaintance  and  cgrrefppndence  with  u^  :  2.  **  Why 
ihouldft  thou  be  as.  a  Mray-faring  man,  that  turns  afide 
to  tarry  for  a  night  ?**  i.  e..  Why  fliouWft  thou  fe^m 
unconcerned  about  our  intereft  and  v^eliare,  like  a  tra- 
veller that  comes  into  an  inn,  and  never  inquires  into 
jfiea^airs  of  it  ?  Qr  why  (hpuldft  thou  p^y  luch,ilvMrt 
^nd  t^nfient  vifits,  as  if  thou  waft  weary  of  us,  9nd 
ready,  to  depart  for  good  ayid  all, 

I}(^c.  Th^t  as  focnetime^,  it  pl^afeth  God  to  ivith- 
d^w  himfelf,  and  l^^have  as  a  (Irang^r  to  his  church 
an^  people  \  fo  there  is  ;io thing  in  the  world  that  will 
he  fucb  matter  of  exe^qife  and  trouble  to  the  ferious 
leel^afs  of  God*  as  fuch  a  difpenfation. 

As  this  is  plainly  founded  on  the  text,  fo  alfo  it  is  d- 
i;ident,.from  injiny  oth^r  places  of  fcripture,  and  the 
pi;a£tice  of  the  faints  therein  recorded,  Job  xxiii.  31  8, 
9.  Ffah  xiii.  i,  2.  Ffah  xxvii.  7, 

In 
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In  handlbg  thk  doAfine,  I  ftall  obferv«.the.follovir« 
iog  ncDcthod :  i^  Prefntfe  fome  thinga  {^x  the  i^ttsr  un» 
derftandrng  of  .it«  2.  Shew  when  it  may  be  faid,  that, 
tlie  Lord  withdraws .fronn  and  behiive&  a$  a  ilranger  to 
his  pfiople.  34  For  whatreafons  and  grounds  he  ufi^th' 
to. dofo.  4.  Wheii.it  maybe  faidi  that  people  are 
duly  exercifed  abaut  this  melancholy. difpeufation*  5. 
Whence  it  is,,  that  thia  difpenfation  is  matter  of  fuch, 
exercife  and  trouble  to  the  ferious  feeki^rs  of  God.  6.,, 
I.lh^U  make  foime  inDpAovemisnt  of  the  whole. 

Ifbegla.with  ihfifirfi i  viz.  To  premife  forae  things, 
fpr  the  better  underftaikdAOgof :  this  dodfine,  and  for. 
preventing  miftakes* 

1.  However  God  doth ^t. any  time,  withdraw .  ftont 
bisf people^  yet  we:  nMiH  remcmher>  he  never  takes,  a- 
way.his.]Qvii»g;kindnef9  fromtbem,  I^.  fi».  io« 

2.  However  God  may  withdraw  the  fanfihle  a^d,} 
comforting  inSiiencesrof  rhis  Spirit  ,fromihia  PfSop)e ;  yet 
he  never  withdrawn. his  Spirit  from  them,  pL%  to  his  r^al . 
prefeiKye  and  i^^faitatioa  for.  the.  preftTva.tK)a  apd  fup* . 
port  <rf. their,  fpititual  Jife,  John  ;tiv.  1 7»; 

3 .  Qod'^i  withdf awingp'  fr qr^  ,  hi>s  pipople  are .  never . 
(iiUier  tot«diorfinal»  but.onlyiapartt  ax)d.fpr,  a.tirqer. 
Hth*  ziii,  5^  I&t  liy«  7»  8.  God  never  leaves  hUi people. 
alto^therf  but  is  ftiU  graciquQy\prefent  rwiih  the.in  one 
w^y  or  Qther ;  ifnotxi»  refpeft  of.  c^nifor^,  yet  he  k^ 
with  thetp  .in  refpeAiof  grace,  jf  >notia.  a  way  ofq^ickif 
^vigf  yet(Ult;in  arwayiof.fupport ;  if  not  in  enlivi^n** 
ing  their  afTeStioos,  yet  it, may  be  i^ , enlightening  their > 
undtirftapdiiigs  ;  if  not  ^ving>fenfib]e  enjoy  men  t3>  yct^ 
in  giving' hungry  defires  :  fo  that  .the  Lord  is  ftill  witb 
them  foine  way,oriOther< 

4.  Therms. are  vat ious  degrees  of  Gcd'^  withdra>vii;g; 
himfeiffrom  his  people ;  with  fome  Oif.tbem  the  day.  is 
only  dark,  and  cloudy  9  with  others  it  i&,  twilight,  nei- 
ther, dark  nor  light.;  but  with  n>a|iy  it  is  night  ;.  with 
fonoe,  neitherithe  fun  nor  ftars  haye  for. many  day^  ap^ 
peared;.  but  with  others  (ficcprdingr.to  their  apprciien- 
fion)  it  is.  ai total  ecllpf^ 

5*  W.e  (hoHld;diilingui(h  betwixt  Goa^  withdrawing 

from  his  people  in  point  of  comfort,  and  his  withdraw- 

S  2  ing 
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ing  in  point  of  grace  Thefe  two  do  not  ftill  go  toge- 
ther :  for  the  firft  may  be  where  the  fccond  is  not.  A 
believer  may  be  deprived  of  the  ihinings  of  God's  love 
and  favour,  when  yet  faith  may  be  lively,  defires  ftrong, 
the  heart  tender,  and  grace  in  a  vigorous  condition  ; 
but  oft-times  God  withdraws  in  point  of  grace,  as  well 
as  in  point  of  comfort  :  I  do  not  mean  in  refpe£l:  of 
the  habit  of  grace,  for  this  can  never  be  rooted  out, 
where  it  ts  once  planted ;  but  only  in  refpeA  of  the 
exercife  and  fome  particular  degrees  of  grace :  Thefc 
may  be  loft,  fo  as  the  foul  becomes  weak,  and  fome- 
times  very  feeble  and  languid  in  duty  ;  the  breath  grows 
cold,  the  pulfe  beats  low,  "  and  the  things  that  remain 
ieem  ready  to  die,"  Rev.  iii.  2. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed,  was  to  (hew  when  it 
may  be  faid  that  the  Lord  withdraws,  and  behaves  as  a 
ftranger  to  his  people. 

I.  When  he  withholds  his  wonted  ads  of  kindnefs 
from  them  ;  fees  them  in  trouble,  and  fteps  not  in  for 
their  relief,  as  in  former  times*  Of  this  the  church 
comi^lains,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  15.  ?*  Where  is  thy  zeal  and  thy 
ftrength  ?  The  founding  of  thy  bowels,  and  thy  mer- 
cies toward  me,  are  they  now  reftrained  ?'*  He  fuffered 
their  enemies  to  gather  ftrength,  to  rife  up  and  opprefs 
them,  and  bring  itnem  very  low  %  and  did  not  feem  to  re^ 
gard  their  cry,  nor  ihew  his  mercy  or  power  in  helping 
them;  but  withdrew  his  hand,  and  behaved  as  a  ftranger 
that  was  not  concerned  about  them.  It  was  on  this 
account  that  Gideon  reckoned  God  to  be  withdrawn 
from  Ifrael,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to 
him,  Judg,  vi.  12.  and  faid,  "  The  Lord  is  with  thee, 
thou  mighty  man  of  valour/'  But  Gideon  was  fo  much 
taken  up  with  the  diftreffed  cafe  of  the  church  in  ge- 
neral, that  he  waves  the  confideration  of  his  own  par- 
ticular cafe,  and  fays,  ver.  13.  "  Oh  my  Lord  ;  ii  the 
Lord  be  with  us,  vhy  thtn  is  all 'this  befallen  us?  And 
where  be  all  his  miracles  which  our  fathers  told  us  of  ^'^ 
q.  df  If  the  Lord  were  not  withdrawn,  and  become  as 
a  Itranger  to  us,  furely  he  would  not  have  fuffered  the 
Idi^ianites  to  opprefs  us  fo  fore  and  fo  long,  without 

appearing 
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appearing  for  our  heJp.  In  like  mjfnner  oftimes  reafons 
a  poor  diicouraged  belie ver^  If  the  Lord  were  not  with- 
drawn, why  fliould  my  old  lufts  (which  I  diicethoa^ht 
were  both  klHed  and  buried)  rifij  up  and  trouble  me  ? 
Alas  1  I  a-m  left  to  ftrugj^le  againft  them  alone,  and 
"  iniquities  prevail  againft  me  -,"  I  ftrive  to  ftem  the 
tide,  but  it  growfr  the  more  :  **  How  long  (hall  the  c- 
nemy  be  exalted  over  me  V* 

2.  When  the  Lord  threatens  to  lemove  the  figas 
and  fyofibols  of  his  prefence  from  his  people,  viz.  pure 
ordmances  and  facram^nts ;  when  he  l^ts  enemies  com- 
bine, and  carry  on  their  plots  for  this  purpbft4  when 
our  fprings  are  in  hszird  of  being  ftopt.  or^poifoned, 
and  we  put  to  feck  ojir  **  fpiritu^l  bread  with  the  peri! 
of  our  lives,  becaufe  of  the  fword  of  the  wildcrnefs" 
Lam.  V.  9.  This  hath  been  the  lot  of  God's  people  in 
this  land  ;  now  indeed  we  get  our  bread  »t  an  cafier 
rate,  but  alas  !  we  do  not  prize  it.  nor  grow  by  it.  Miy 
not  God  be  provoked  then  to  withdraw  ir,  or  fend/Us  ta 
the  wildernefs  again  to  feck  it. 

3.  When  though  the  Lord  continues  pure  ordinances 
and  facraments  with  his  people,  yet  denies  the  wonted 
blefling  and  benefit  thereof  to  them,  yea,  blafts  them  : 
according  to  that  fad  word,  Mai.  ii.  2.  *^  If  ye  will  not 
hear  and  lay  it  to  heart,  I  will  even  curfe  yoor  bleflings, 
yea,  I  have  curfcd  them  already."  This  we  fear  is  the 
cafe  of  many  \  they  have  the  word  and  ficraments  ia 
purity  and  plenty,  but* do  not  find  them  ble(t ;  God^s 
Spirit  doth  not  concur  with  them,  and  their  fouls  do 
not  thrive  under  them.  Surely  the  Lord  behaves  as  a 
ftrangcr  to  our  aifemblies,  when  minifters  are  (Iraitened 
in  preaching,  and  pepple  are  ilraitened  in  hearing  \ 
when  we  that  arc  feht  to  you,  feel  much  coldnefs  on 
our  own  hearts,  and  have  a  number  of  cold  hearfs  to 
deal  with,  and  a  live-coal  is  not  brought  from  the  altar 
to  kindle  the  fire. 

4.  When  the  Lord  frowns  on  his  people  in  the  courfc 
of  his  providence,  denies  them  outwafd  mercies,  and 
denounces  temporal  (Irokes  and  calamities,  yea,  atlual- 
ly  brings  them  on,  whereby  his  people  are  brought  very 

low ; 
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low  J  they  look  to  God  for  jnty,  but  no  relief  cnmes;. 
tbeir  ctiftrefs  is  long,  con  tin  ued,  and  their  trials  length*, 
ened  out.  So  when  Zion's  captivity  was  proIai)ged|. 
file  cried  out>  Ifa.  xlix..  14.  "  The  Lord  hath. forfakea' 
m%  ajid  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me." 

5.  The  Lord  behaves  as  a  ftranger  to  his  peofde, 
when  he  tr.ufts  them  with  dumb  and  filent  rods;  trials; 
whereof  they  underftand  not  the  language,  andwhere^; 
by  they  wap  no  benefit.  This  was  the  csfe  of  God^s 
people,  lia.  Ivii.  17.  "  For  the  iniquity  of  his  coveiouf* 
cefs  was.  I  wroth,  and  fmote  him  :  I  hid  me  and  wast 
wroth,  a£d  he  went  on  irowardJy  in  the  way  of.  bis: 
heart.*'  ^-hough  God's  rod;ftiould  have  let  him  to  fee 
liis  fin,  and  lay  to  heartt  the  cauftt^  of  the  controv^rfy^ 
yet  he  took  no  notice  of  it,  but  went  on  in  his  fornier} 
eouxfe :  Macy^  though  Gjod-s  hand  be  lifted  up^  they/ 
will  not  fee*  They  ase  not  bettered  by  his  difpenfaf^ 
tions. 

.  6>  When,  the  Lord  denies  acccfs  to  his  people  indur. 
ty,  and  breaks  off  his  wonted  cornefpondence  with: 
ihem.:.  They  come  to  God-s  ordinary  tryfting  places 
with  his  people,  ordinance! bo^  public  and  private^  hut: 
he  is. not  there  ^  they  feck  him,,  but  ftijl  they  mifs  him> 
ib  as  they  ate  ptit  to.  cry  with  that  holy  man.  Job  xsluu. 
p  **•  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him.''  O  thatj 
I  knew  the  place,  the  duty,  the  fcrmon,  the  facramcnt, 
whece  I  might  fiad  him  ^  there  L  would;  go  and  feek 
hifii  9  1  try  prayer,  ((aith  the  poor  foul)  but  that  brings  ~ 
woe  not  to  him  ;  ''  for  when  I  qry  oux  and  (hou(,^  he 
fliuttetb  out  my.  pray:cr,"  as.  Lam.  iii.  8*  Aht, !  1  get 
not  accefs  to  God  as  formerly,  he  carries  now  to  me  a» 
an  alienr*,  for  when  1.  come  and  knock,.  I  find:  nothing 
l^ut  a  ihut  door,  and  a.  filent  God^.  In  a.  w.ok)|  the 
Lord  withdraws,  and.  behaves  as  a  ftranger  to  his  peo-^ 
pie,  ^hen.he  withholds  the.  manifeAations.of  his.coun-» 
tenance,  the  operations  of  his  Spirit,  .and:  the  fpecial 
communications  of  light  and.lifci  which  he  ufetli  to.  al- 
lo.w  to  themahat  love  him*. 

Ui>  The  next  thing  was  to.  enquire  into  the  grounds 
and  ceafons,  why  the  Lord  deals  lo  with  his  people*  1 
grant,  the  Lord  may  thus  withdraw  from  them  out  of 

his 
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his  abfalixte'fovereifvtitf ;  \>iit  (comrncRilj  ht:  doth  it  for 
the  correclion  of  fin,  Ifa.  lix.  a.     As, 

a:.  When  they  ate  guiJty  of  grofs  fins  ax\d  (canSalous 
outbreakings,  fuch  as  cafl  aTeproach  upon  religton,  ami 
thegood  wivs  of  rhe  Lord,  ffa.  i.  i  j^  14.  .This  is 
|ilain  in  David'^  cafe,  fee  2  Sam.  xli.  14,  compared 
with^P&i.  li.  .11. 

2.  When  they  turn  carthly-wiindcd  and  prefer  the 
ddights  of  fertft  to  (precious  Chrift,  then  iie  -withdraws, 
fifa.lw.  17.  They  that  have  a  ftrong  relHh  for  the 
flc(h  p6ts<rf'E)jypt,  are  not  fit  to  tafte  the  hidden  man- 
•n^.  When  the  Gadartnes  came  t^at  length  as  to  pre- 
fer their  f  vine  to  Chrift's  prefencc,  he  turned  his  back, 
«nd  departed  from  thehr  coafls,  Matth.  viii.  28. 

3.  When  we  turn  .flotkful  and  foroial  in  duty^  aitd 
do  not  ftir  up  ourfelves  to  feck  God's  face,  then  he 
"WithdtfawSr  as  is  pkin  from  Ifa.  \x\v.  7.  Cant.  iii.  i. 
If  you  put  God  0S  with  bodily  exercife,  he  will  {mh 
*vou  off  with  empty  x>rdinanGes  and  dry  hteails :  If  you 
lerve  him  not  with  yonr  fpirits,  he  will  dcpiire  you  of 
4m  Spivit*  Wherefove,  if  you  would  hare  the  Lord 
be  with  you,  ye  muil  (hake  off  floth,  ^  Artfe  and  be 
^kniig  :**  a&coidsng  to  J  Chron.  xxii.  i5. 

4.  ^lieh  we  negleft  or  flight  the  Mediator ;  by 
•whom  we  have  acodfs  and  nearnefs  to  God,  we  pro- 
vd&e  the  Lord  to  withdraw  and  turn  a  ftranger  to  us^ 
And  this  we  do,  i.  When  we  do  not  look  lo  Chril): 
ior  ftren^tih  to  perform  duty,  but  truft  to  our  own 
Ihength  for  doing  it.  a.  When  Ire  make  a  .fav^iour  of 
our  duties,  and  put  them  in  Chriflfs  room  :  And  this 
we  afe  pi:o»e  to,  efpedally  when  we  attain  to  any  free* 
•dom  or  enlargement  in  duty.  All  is  well  now,  think 
we,  God  is  well  pleafed,  this  will  Tender  vns  acceptable 
.to  him,  and  atone  for  former  guilt ;  and  thus  the  glo^ 
titous  Mediator  is  forgot,  and  the  idol  (elf  is  exalted  in 
his  place ;  which  is  mofl:  difpleafing  to  God. 

5.  When  w!C  mifcarry  under  fignal  manifeftations 
^nd  pledges  of  God!s.loying  kindnefs  ;  turn  unthank* 
ful,  remits,  and  untender  in  our  walk,  after  be  hath  ta« 
Jcen  us  into  his  pteCsnce-chamber,  and  Cat  us  under  the 
banner  of  lus  ioye«     We  are  told  how  Solomon  fadly 

mifcarried, 
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,  inifcarried^j  *^  even  after  the  Lord  had  appeared  to.  him 
twice  ;"  for  which  the  Lord  was  provoked  to  withdraw 
from  him,  i  Kinp^s  xi.  9.  And  hag  not  the  Lord  ap- 
peared to  fomc  of  ygu,  at  communion-feafon?,  obener 
than  oQce  or  twice,  and  yet  grievoufly  have  they  mif- 
carried  after  all  ?  Great  caufe  have  ye  to  iDOurn  on  this 
account,  and  beg  that  the  Lord  may  not  plead  a  lading 
controverfy  with  you  for  it* 

6.  When  we  fin  under,  and  after  great  afflidions 
'   or  trials  appointed  to  reclaim  us>  God  is  provoked  to 

leave  us,  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  Has  not  God  fmitten  fome  of 
you,  and  brought  you  into  the  furnace,  fo  ;}hat  ye 
melted  under  his  hand  ?  But  when  in  pity  he  delivered 
you  again,  ye  foon  forgot  his  dealings,  and  turned  to 
your  old  ways.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  h^  frown  and 
^behave  as  a  ftranger  to  you  ? 

7.  God  is  provoked  to  leave  us»  when  we  do  not  er» 
tertain  the  motions  and  kindly  touches  of  his  Spirit  on 
our  hearts ;  the  fpoufe  neglected  thefe,  fo  tliat  her  be- 
loved withdrew,  turned  a  ftranger  to  her,  and  it  coft 
her  much  t^ravel  and  forrow  ere  ihe  got  his  countenance 
again.  Cant,  v   2,  3,  6,  7. 

8.  When  we  grow  hardened  and  impenitent  und^r 
provocations,  fo  as  we  have  neither  a  due  fenfe  of  our 
own  (ins,  nor  of  the  fins  of  the  land  we  live  in,  Hof. 
V.  15.  '*  1  will  go  and  return  to  my  place,  till  they  ack- 
nowledge their  offences,  and  feek  my  face.**  Ah  \  was 
there  ever  more  guilt  lying  on  a  landj  and  lefs  feeling 
of  it>  than  amongft  us  at  this  day  ? 

IV.  The  y^^i/r/^  thing  was  to  (hew  when  it  maybe 
faid  that  people  are  rightly  exercifed  under  fuch  a  dit 
penfation,  as  this  of  the  Lord's  withdrawing,  and  be* 
having  as  a  ftranger  to  them. 

1.  We  may  be  faid  to  be  rightly  exercifed  under  it^ 
when  we  are  truly  fenfible  of  our  lofs,  and  of  Our  fins» 
as  the  procuring  caufe  thereof;  and  hence  are  brought 
heartily  to  mourn  and  *'  lament  after  the  Lord,'^  as  the 
prophet  doth  in  the  text  and  context,  aud  as  Ifrael  did 
ni  the  days  of  Samuel,  i  Sam.  vii.  a. 

2.  When  we  place  all  our  comfort  and  happinefs  in 
the  fivour  and  prefenccof  God,  and  arc  unfaiigficd  with 
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all  other  comforts  without  this,  count  all  worldly  thingd 
but  lofs  and  dung  %  look  on  fun,  moon,  healthy  wealm^ 
honours,  {deafures,  houfea,  relatioos,  yea,  life  and 
breath,  as  moft  empty  and  comfortlefs  things  withoal 
God ;  fo  did  the  propnet  in  the  text,  when  he  addrefTes 
hirnfelf  with  this  title, '"  O  the  hope  of  Ifrael !''  q.  d. 
All  our  hope  is  in  thee,  and  we  are  poor,  miferable, 
and  hopelefs  creatures  without  thee ;  and  fo  did  the 
Ffalmift,  when  he  iaith,  Pfal.  Uxiii.  25.  <'  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
that  I  defire  befides  thee.'* 

3 .  When  we  are  at  pains  to  engage  tfur  whole  hearts^ 
and  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  our  fouls,  to  feek  af« 
ter  a  withdrawing  God  :  **  With  my  whole  heart  have 
I  fought  thee,"  faith  David,  Pfal.  icxix.  to.  And  be- 
caufe  our  hearts  are  deceitful,  and  ready  to  ftart  afide 
from  this  work,  we  ihould  be  laying  ties  and  engage- 
ments on  them  to  be  (incere  and  fervent  about  this 
work,  for  God  takes  fpeciai  notice  x&  fuch  who  do  lb  \ 
}er.  xxx^  21*  *^  Who  is  this  that  engagetfa  his  heart  to 
apptoadi  unto  me  'f" 

4*  When  we  diligently  lay  hdd  on  all  opportunities^ 
and  ufe  all  appointed  nveans  for  finding  an  abfent  Godj 
like  the  (poufe  that  fought  her  beloved  about  all  the 
thy,  botii  in  tht greets  and  brand  taayi^  Cam,  iii.  2» 
In  all  duties  and  ordinances,  both  private  and  public, 
oiA-  fouls  atiOvXAfoil^mf  hard  <tfur  him^  and  purf ue  hiai 
dofety,  (as  it  ^cre)  from  one  ordinance  to  another, 
f  faL  Ixiii.  8. 

5.  When  we  wreftle  with  him  in  prayer  for  his  gra- 
cious return  to  us,  and  fill  our  mouths  with  arguments 
in  pleadifig  with  him,  as  the  prophet  doth  in  the  text 
and  context :  i.  He  pleads  the  glory  of  his  name, 
**  Do  it  for  thy  name's  fake*"  2.  He  pleads  their  hope- 
lefs and  helpiefs  cafe  without  him,  who  was  the  foun- 
tain of  all  help  and  comfort :  *^  O  the  hope  of  Ifrael 
and  Saviour  thereof •*  3.  He  pleads  the  former  expe- 
riences they  had  of  his  kindnefs  to  them  in  their  help- 
iefs condition :  **  O  Saviout  of  Ifrael  in  the  time  of 
trouble.**  4.  He  pleads  his  power  \  it  was  very  eafy  for 
him  to  relieve  them,  whatever  ftraits  they  were  in: 
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'  '<  WhV  (bouldft  thou  be  as  a  man  aftoniihed,  as'a  mighty 
man  tnat  cannot  favc  ?^  5.  He  pleads  the  outward  ^m- 
bols  and  pledges  of  his  prefence  he  had  given  them>  lus 
temple,  his  ark^  and  oracles  : "  Fhou,  O  Lord,  art  in  the 
midil  of  us."  6.  He  pleads  the  covenant- relation  they 
ftood  in  to  him  :  ••We  arc  called  by  thy  name.'*  Up- 
on  all  which  accounts,  we  bcfeech  thee  leave  us  not. 

6.  We  are  duly  exercifed  under  God's  withdraw- 
ings,  when  we  hold  on  in  our  clofe  purfuits  after  him, 
notwithftanding  of  difcouragements  and  difappoint* 
ments,  like  Mary  Magdalene,  John  xx.  who  would 
not  leave  the  fepulchre  when  others  left  it,  but  fearch- 
cd  it  over  and  over  again,  yet  waited  on  with  patience, 
ftill  looking  for  him,  till  at  length  fhe  found  her  Be- 
loved,   llius  was  the  Pfalmift  exercifed,  Pfal.  xxv. 

^5f  i6.  **  Mine  eyes  are  ever  towards  the  Lord.— 
Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me,  for  I 
am  defolate  and  afflicted." 

7.  When  we  are  unfatisfied  with  the  beft  means  and 
ordinances,  unlefs  we  find  God  in  them :  David  was 
not  content  with  his  enjoying  the  tabernacle,  the 
ark,  facrifices,  the  paflbver,  and  others  of  God's  pure 
ordinances :  but,  in  midft  of  all,V*  his  heart  and  iie(h 
cried  ou^for  the  living  God,"  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  2.  Hypo- 
crites, if  they  have  the  outward  means,  are  well  fatis- 
fied ;  for  God's  prefence  and  abfence  is  all  one  to  them  : 
but  fincere  believers  will  not  be  put  off  fo ;  if  God  be 
not  in  the  ordinances,  nothing  can  pleafe  them,  not  the 
moft  powerful  fcrmons,  though  an  angel  were  to  preach 
them  ;  nor  the  moft  lively  communions,  though  a  glo- 
rified apoftle  (hould  come  and  difpenfe  them.    The  ab- 

>  fence  of  God  is  fuch  a  great  want  to  them,  that  nothing 
in  heaven  or  earth  can  fill  up,  but  himfelf. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  is  to  (hew,  whence  it  is  that  the 
Lord's  withdrawing  and  behaving  as  a  ftrangeir  to  his 
people,  is  fuch  a  matter  of  exerciie  and  trouble  to  them. 

I.  Becaufe  of  the  incomparable  fweetnefs  and  advan- 
tage they  enjoy  in  his  graciouit  prefence,  while  they 
have  it  \  f<Mr  this  is  the  fum  and  compend  of  all  bleflings, 
and  hath  all  good  things  wrapt  up  in  it.  The  divine 
prefence  brings  light  and  life,  health  and  ftr^ngth, 

peace. 
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peace,  and  comfort,  yea,  complete  fatisfa^iion  to  the 
precious  foul  that  doth  enjoy  it ;  no  wonder  then,  that 
the  people  of  God  (hould  be  fo  muth  concerned  for 
the  want  of  it ;  for  then  they  may  cry  out  with  Micah, 
and  with  juft  ground  too,  ^<  They  have  taken  away  my 
godsj  and  what  have  I  more  ?"  Judg.  xviii.  24* 

IL  Becaufe  of  the  effefts  and  coi^equents  of  God's 
withdrawings  from  the  foul ;  which  being  very  fad  and 
melandioiy,  are  maher  of  gre^t  exercife  and  trouble 
to  God'a  people :  as  for  inftance,  i.  There  follows  u- 
fally  on  it,  a  great  darknefs  upon  the  fpirit ;  as,  when 
the  fun  goes  down,  darknefs  covers  the  face  of  the 
earth  %  fo  when  God  withdraws,  thick  clouds  do  veS 
the  face  of  the  underftanding,  and  the  whole  foul ;  fo 
that' the  poor  difconfolate  foul  is  bewildered,  knows  not 
his  way,  nor  what  couffe  to  take,  but  is  made  to  com- 
plain, as  in  Lam.  iii.  2.  *'  He  hath  brought  me  into 
darknefs,  and  not  into  light***  Alas !  faith  he,  I  know  not 
vdiere  I  am,  nor  how  it  is  with  me  *,  I  know  not  God's 
mmd  nor  will  towards  me  ;  I  fee  not  any,  comfortable 
fign,  neither  know  I  the  time  how  long  \  I  meet  with 
many  dark  provtde;pces,  dark  ordinances,  dark  commu- 
nions, all:  isxiark  to  me. 

2.  Not  only  darknefs,  but  much  deadnefs  and  ftupi* 
dity  alfo  feizes  upon  the  deferted  foul.  Why  are  our 
fpiritsfo  dead  in  praver,  in  hearing,  and  fo  dead. in 
communicating  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  the  Lord  is  with- 
drawn ?  What  thefe  two  fifters  (aid  to  Chrift,  Jphnxi. 
^<  Lord,  if  thou  hadd  been  here,  my  brother  had  not 
died  i"  may  be  well  faid  by  fuch  a  poor  foul,  Lord^  if 
thou  hadft  been  here  prcfent  iafuch  a  duty,  in  fuch  a 
fermon  or  communion,  my  heart  had  not  been  fodead ; 
for  why,  as  Mofes  faith,  Deut.  XXX.  22.  '*  He  is  thy 
life  i"  Co  when  our  life  withdraw.s,  we  are  dead,  and 
all  things  are  dead  to  us* 

3.  There  follows  alfo  an  imfpiritednefs  and  difabili- 
ty  for  duty ;  the  foul  hath  neither  heart  nor  .hand  for 
prayer,  for  reading,  hearing,  communicating,  medita- 
tion, felf-examination,  or  any  duty.  Deferted  Ueman 
faith,  *^  I  am  as  a  man  that  hath.no  ftrengtb,'*  Pfalm 
Ixxxviii.  4*    David's  complaint  is  much  the  fame,  Pfal. 

T^  xl. 
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SL  11.  '*  Mine  iniquiti**s  hare  takeo  hold  on  mc,  I 
am  not  able  to  look  up.''  His  fpiritaal  (Ifengih  wa»  fo 
vraftedy  that  he  was  fcarce  able  either  to  fpeak  or  look 
to  God.  Now,  what  is  the  caufe  of  all  obr  weakneis 
and  incapacity  for  duty  ?  Oh  !  the  Lord  is  withdrawn* 
It  is  a  true  word  our  Satiour  faith,  John  xv;  5.  **  With- 
out me  ye  can  do  nothing/*  It  were  happy  for  us,  that 
we  were  moft  fenfible  of  this  truths  for  we  are  moft  apt 
to  truft  to  our  ownftrei}gth,and  think  ftiU  we  can  do  well 
enough  for  ourfelves  :  like  Samfon,  when  he  had  finned 
away  both  his  God  and  his  ftrength,  yet  he  went  forth 
to  (hake  himfelf  as  at  other  tiroes,  '*  but  wift  not  that 
the  liOrd  had  departed  from  him.''  So  many  are  are  in* 
fenfible  of  the  Lord's  departure,  they  go  to  communions, 
and  think  "to  (hake  themfelves,  as  at  other  timps;  but, 
oh !  there  is  a  benumbednefs  and  weaknefs  that  has 
feized  on  their  fpiritSj  they  cannot  now  lift  up  their 
fouls  at  his  table. 

4*  There  ufually  follows,  on  God's  withdrawing, 
great  witherednefs  and  barennefs  on  the  fouls  of  his 
people }  their  leaf  fades,  their  fruit  drops,  and  thej 
quickly  turn  like  the  mountains  of « Gilboa,  on  which 
there  is  neither  dew  nor  rain,"  John  xv.  6.  ^  If  a  man 
abide  not  in  me,  he  is  caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is 
withered."  It  is  his  gracious  prefence  only  that  can 
make  us  **  fat  and  flburifiiing  in  the  courts  of  our  God." 

5*  We  become  expofed  and  liable  to  manifold  dan- 
gers and  enemies ;  for  when  God  withdraws,  our  de« 
fence  withdraws  too.  Hence  Mofes  Comforts  Ifraei  a- 
gainft  their  enemies.  Num.  xiv.  9.  *'  Ye  need  not  fear 
them  (faith  he)  for  their  defence  is  departed  from  them, 
the  Lord  is  with  us.^  The  Lord's  prefence  is  his  peo- 
ple's defence  againft  all  the  aflaults  of  their  enemies, 
whether  from  within  or  from  without,  againft  the  pow- 
er of  their  lufts,  the  policy  of  the  devil,  and  cruelty  of 
the  wicked  :  but  if  their  fence  be  removed,  they  are 
expofed  to  them  all. 

6*  Another  effed,  which  is  matter  of  fad  exercife, 
is,  great  trouble  and  anxiety  of  mind  for  former  un- 
kiddnefs  and  ingratitude  to  God.  Hence  the  Pfalmift 
faith,  Ffal.  Ixxvii.  3.  ^^  rremembered  God,  and  was 
troubled."  Formerly  he  liad  remembered  God,  and  was 

comforted  ^ 
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comforted ;  bU  meditation  of  him  was  f weet,  but  now 
it  wa9  far  otherwifc  :  Oh  !  hy%  he,  I  now  retnembcf 
my  unkindnefs  to  him  that  was  fo  good  to  me ;  my 
confcience  upbraids  me  for  my  unfuitaUe  carriage: 
**  Is  this  thy  kindnefa  to  thy  friend  ^^  Where  are  alt 
thy  former  purpofes  and  refolutions  ?  Thy  promifcs  and 
yowg  made  at  facraments  ?  Are  they  all  come  to  this  ? 
Oh  !  thou  haft  iinned  thy  God  and  friend  away  from 
thee  i  It  was  the  thoughts  hereof  that  brake  Peter*8 
heart,  and  made  him  weep  fo  bitterly. 

7*  There  follows  on  it  very  melancholy  and  unwel* 
come  thoughts  of  death  add  judgment.  When  God  is 
prefent  with  the  believer,  he  can  fay  as  in  PfaK  xxiii* , 
4.  <V  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  (badow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me.^ 
But  Oh  !  it  Is  melancholy  to  think  of  going  through 
that  valley  without  him,  and  of  appearing  before  him 
while  he  frowns,  and  behaves  as  a  ftranger  or  enemy 
to  us. 

8.  Sometimes  there  follows  a  revived  fenfe  of  wraths 
old  wounds  begin  to  open  and  bleed  afrefli  -,  the  de« 
ferted  foul  is  driven  back  to  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai* 
and  begins  to  hear  its  thunders  and  curfes  renewcdf 
though  he  once  thought  they  had  been  all  filenced  by 
the  blood  of  Chrift.  Thus  it  was  with  Heman,  PfaU 
Ixxxyiii.  7-  ^^  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me,"  &c* 

Lqfily^  The  fears  of  utter  reje^ion  is  another  confe- 
qaent,  that  oft  proves  matter  of  fad  exercife  to  the  de^ 
icFted  foul*  Alas  !  I  fear  my  caufe  (hall  never  be  betv 
ter,  that  my  fky  (hall  never  break,  nor  my  clouds  dif« 
fipate )  that  I  (hall  never  recover  God's  prefeuce  agaiof 
but  be  banifted  eternally  frotn  it  ^  fo  with  the  Ffalmift, 
JPfaL  Ixxvii.  9,  io«  *'  Has  God  forgotten  to  be  gra«> 
cious  ?  Hath  he  in  anger  (hut  up  his  tender  mercies  i^ 
And  Pfal.  cxix.  8.  <'  O  forfake  me  not  utterly.'' 

APPPLICATION, 

.  Ufe  L  Of  JnfornuUion.  i*  Hence  we.  may  be  xt^ 
formed,  that  there  are  but  few  true  feekers  of  God  a? 
moDg  us,  feeing  there  are  fevir  to  whom  God's  with^ 
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drawing  is  matter  of  much  exercife  or  trouble  ^  few 
mourning  on  this  accounti  like  the  prophet,  and  crying, 
♦'  Why  art  thou  fuch  a  (Iranger  to  my  foul  ^"  Many  arc 
troubled  for  other  trifling  loffes,  but  few  that  can  fay 
with  David,  Pfal.  xxx.  7.  **  Thou  didft  hide  thy  face, 
and  I  wa«  troubkd."  . 

2.  We  may  fee  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  are  far  from 
God  now,  and  are  like  to  be  deprived  of  his  prefence 
for  cver^  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  27.  Unrenewed  perfons  dcfirc 
BOi  God's  prefence  here,  but  fay  to  him,  ^<  Pepart  from 
us,"  John  xxi*  14.  and  alas  !  their  choice  is  their  judg* 
ment,  and  ihall  be  fo  for  ever  \  for  the  Judge's  fentence 
.  againft  them  will  be,  *•  Depart  from  me,''  &c.  If  the 
Ephefians  forrowed  moft  of  all  for  that  parting  word  of 
Paul  to  them,  *'  Ye  (hall  fee  my  face  no  more,"  Ads 
sx.  31^  how  much  more  will  fuch  a  word  from  Chriil's 
mouth  at  the  laft  day  be  piercing  and  heart-breaking  to 
the  ungodly  for  ever  ?  . 

2*  How  fad  muft  the  cafe  of  thofe  be,  from  whom 
God  withdraws,  not  to  return  again  ?  The  Spirit  of 
God  comes>  and  drives  for  a  time  with  many  \  but» 
when  refilled  and  grieved,  he  goes  away ;  and  when 
cmce  he  goes  away  from  an  unconverted  foul,  he  feldom 
returns  to  drive  any  more.  When  .the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  departed  from  Saul,  he  came  not  agakit  but  an 
evil  fpirlt  in  his  place,  1  Sam.  xvi.  14. 

4.  Believers  Ihould  not  conclude  that  Cod  has  caft 
them  Q^%  beca^fe  he  is  a  ftranger  to  them  for  a  time  \ 
for  this  hath  been  the  lot  of  the  deareft  of  God's  chil* 
dven,  yea,  even  of  his  own  beloved  Son  himfelf,  whea 
in  this  world, 

Ufe  11.  Of  Reproof.     1.  To  thofe  who  are  fo  great  \ 

ftr angers  to  religion,  and  the  ftate  of  their  own  fouls, 
that  they  know  not  what  God's  prefence  or  abfence  is  ; 
and  fo  indifferent  are  many  about  this  matter,  they 
never  enquired  to  this  day,  whether  God  be  a  ftranger 
or  a  friend  to  their  fouls. 

2.  To  thofe  believers,  towards  whom  God  may  be  be- 
having as  a  .ftranger,  and  yet  they  are  inienfibie  of  it* 
They  are  become  fo  unwatchful,  and  fo  much  charm-- 
ed  with  the  delights  of  fenfe,  and  their  fpiritual  fenfes  .  ** 

*     fo  i 
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fo  dull^  that  they  are  fallen  into  Samfon's  condition^ 
Judges  xvi.  20.  <^  He  wift  not  that  the  Lord  had  de- 
parted from  him.** 

3.  To  thofe  who,  though  they  be  fcnfiblc  of  the 
Lord's  withdra wings,  yet  are  not  duly  affeAed  there* 
with :  It  is  not  matter  of  ferious  fouUexercife  to  them, 
as  it  was  to  Jeremiah  in  the  text,  and  to  Job^  Job  xxtii. 
3,  89  9.  and  to  the  Ifraelites,  1  Sam.  vii.  a*  "  Who  la- 
mented after  the  Lord." 

4*  To  thofe  who  are  fo  far  from  being  fuitaUy  ex* 
ercifed  and  affe£ted  with  the  Lord*3  withdra wings  from 
'  i;hem»  that  they  are  (lill  (inning  him  farther  away  ^  by 
their  formality  in  duty,  untendernefs  of  walk,  flighting 
of  the  Spifit's  motionsi  and  venturing  on  fins  againfl: 
light.  O  believer !  "  is  this  thy  kindnefs  to  thy  friend  ^ 
Doft  thou  thus  requite  the  Lord  ?"  We  do  not  marvel 
to  fee  perfecutors^  and  haters  of  God,  driving  him  a« 
way,  or  to  fee  Chrid  receiving  wounds  from  his  ene- 
mies :  but  O  !  it  is  fad  that  precious  Chrift  ihould  get 
fuch  wounds  in  the  houfe  of  his  friends. 

Ufe  III.  Of  exhortation  to  two  forts  of  perfons.  1. 
To  thofe  who  are  ftrangers  to  God,  and  know  nothing 
of  his  prefence.  2.  To  thofe  who  have  known  it,  but 
he  is  become  a  ftranger  to  them. 

As  to  tht  fir^fort^  I  exhort  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  to  bethink  yourfelves,  and  conficler  your  mifery 
in  this  (late  ;  for  ^'  lo,  they  that  are  far  from  God  (haii 
perifh."  It  is  the  chara£ter  of  thofe  who  are  in  a  loil 
ftate,  to  be  "  without  God  in  the  world,"  Now,  your 
mifery,  while  fuch,  is  inexpreilible.  i.  You  are  utter- 
ly unfit  to  come  to  the  Lord's  table  ;  for  "  what  com- 
munion  can  there  be  betwixt  light  and  idarknefs !"  Or, 
betwixt  thofe  that  have  hitherto  been  Itiangers  and  ene- 
mies to  one  another.  Remember,  it  is  only  a  feaft  for 
friends:  flr^qgers  to  God  are  debarred.  2.  Yourilate 
is  moft  uncomfortable ;  the  fun  hath  nicver  rifen  upon 
you  \  God*6  face  hath  never  ihined  upon  you  \  it  is  ilill 
dark  night  with  you,  and  you  fit  "  in  tha  region  and  (ha- 
dow  of  death."  3.  Yoii  are  under  the  dajninion  of  fa  tan, 
the  prince  and  ruler  of  darknefs.  4.  Ytiu  are  under  the 
heavy  clouds  of  God's  wrath  and  indign^^tion.     5.  You 
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fit  conftantly  on  the  very  borders  of  hell.  €.  O  fin- 
ner  !  confider  what  a  day  of  darknefs  and  glootxiinef$, 
a  day  of  clouds  and  thick  darknefs,  a  dying  hoar  will 
prove  to  thee.  WheH  thy  foul  is  ilepping  forth  into 
another  world,  how  ready  will  it  be  to  (brink  back,  and 
fay,  How  (hall  I  appear  before  that  God,  who  has  al- 
ways been  a  ftrangcr  to  me,  and  with  whom  I  never 
had  the  leaft  aojuaintance  !  Can  I  look  for  any  thing* 
but  a  frowning  Judge,  and  a  fearful  fentence  >  O  ftran- 
gers,  come  and  "  acquaint  yourfelves  with  God  now," 
accept  of  his  offers  of  mercy,  and  "  be  at  peace"  with 
him  through  Chrift  \  and  ''  diereby  (hall  good  comt 
unto  you." 

Exhort,  IL  To  thofe  who  have  had  acquaintance 
with  God;  but  he  is  become  a  ftranger  to  them.  O 
poor  foul,  be  fuitablv  weighted  and  aSefied  with  this 
difpenfetion  \  let  it  oe  matter  of  exercife  to  thee  upon 
a  faft  day  before  the  communion  :  it  will  be  a  heartleft 
and  fniitlefs  communion,  if  God  continue  as  a  ftran^ 
ger  to  thee;  therefore  be  not  eafy  under  his  with^^ 
drawinp;s. 

Confd.  I.  iTour  fouls  grievancesVan  never  be  remor^ 
tA  while. God  keeps  at  a  diftancc  from  you  -,  but  they 
will  Ail]  be  growing  greater :  as  for  inftance,  While  he 
is  a  ftranger,  ycm  cannot  have  Kght  for  your  dackntfs, 
but  darknefs  w  ill  be  increafing ;  you  cannot  have  fife 
for  your  deadn  efs,  but  you  will  ftill  be  growing  deader 
in  fpiritual  thin<gs  \  you  cannot  have  appetite  for  your 
food,  but  you  will  always  be  turning  the  mot>e  indife- 
rent  about  it ;  you  cannot  have  proteAion  from  yout 
enemies,  but  you  will  ftill  be  brought  the  more  under 
their  power.  things  will  ftill  be  growing  worfe,  the 
longer  God  is  a  liranger  to  thy  (bul. 

2.  Ordinanc  es  can  neither  be  pleafant  nor  profitable 
to  thee,  while  (^od  is  a  ftranger  to  thy  faul ;  you  can* 
not  fee  any  beauty  in  them,  whik  God  is  abfent ;  for 
without  the  Lo  td's  prefence,  ordinances  ate  dead,  and 
a  dead  thing  ca  n  have  no  beauty.  It  is  his  prefence 
that  puts  a  Tuft  re  on  ordinances,  and  makes  them  (bine, 
fo  as  to  confirm  the  friends  of  the  gofpel,  and  make 
enemies  aftiam'd  of  their  oppofition.    It  is  his  prefence 

that 
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ibat  puts  life  in  communionsi  and  life  in  communl- 
cantS)  and  <!aufes  them  to  prefer  a  day  in  *'  God's  courts 
to  a  diottfand  elfewhere*''  It  is  his  prefence  that  makes 
ordinances  firttitfdli  and  his  people^s  fouls  to  thrive  an- 
der  them.  0 1  why  have  you  fiich  lean  fouls  and  bar- 
ren hearts  under  ordinances !  It  is^  becaafe  the  Lord 
is  a  ftranger  to  them.  Would  you  have  your  food 
hleft)  gofpel-feafons  fruitfulj  and  your  fouls  under  the 
influence  thereof,  like  watered  gardens  f  Then  feek  the 
Lord's  prefence,  i  Cor.  iii.  7.  <^  It  is  not  he  that 
plantcth,  nor  he  that  watereth,  but  God  that  gives  the 
inercafe." 

9^fi*  Seeing  God  is  fetttng  a  folemn  tryft'with  us 
at  this  occaiion,  and  it  highly  concerneth  us  to  make 
ready  to  meet  with  him :  How  (hall  we  be  exercifed  oa 
this  faft  day,  fo  as  to  get  diftance  removed,  and  breach* 
es  made  up,  that  God  may  not  be  a  ftranger  to  us  on 
the  feaft-day  ? 

Anf.  I  mail  give  you  fome  advices,  and  draw  to  a 
clofe. 

1.  Make  no  harfh  conftru£Hon  of  God's  dealings 
with  your  fouls,  whatever  they  be,  but  juftify  him ; 
leave  your  complaints  upon  yourfelves,  and  blame  your 
fins,  that  feparate  betwixt  you  and  your  God,  Ifa.  lix. 
2.  We  have  a  challenge  from  God  that  may  foon  (i- 
lence  all  our  murmuring,  Jer.  ii.  17.  "  Haft  thou  not 
procured  this  to  thyfelf,  in  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the 
Lord  thy  God  ?" 

2.  Be  ftill  reftlefs,  dliTatisfied,  and  uneafy  in  your 
minds,  till  the  diftance  and  eftrangement  be  removed : 
and  be  expreiTing  your  uneafmefs  by  frequent  fighs, 
complaints,  and  lamentations  after  Gg^ ;  (it  as  a  widow 
in  his  abfence,  and  let  none  have  your  love  but  him  a- 
lone  \  refufe  ail  other  comforters,  till  he  himfelf  re- 
turn ;  imitate  the  church's  pradiice.  Lam.  i.  16.  ^^  For 
thtfe  things  I  weep,  mine  eye,  mine  eye  runneth  down 
with  water,  becaufe  the  comforter  that  (hould  relieve 
my  foul,  is  far  from  me." 

3.  Search  diligently  for  the  caufe  of  the  Lord's  e<- 
V©L.  III.  U  ftrangement 
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ftranpcment  from  you,  ss  the  Pfalmift  did,  Pfal.lxrrn. 
6.  **  I  communed  with  mine  own  heart,  my  fpirit 
made  diligent  fearch.'*  O !  where  is  the  idol  ?  What 
IS  the  fin  that  hath  been  the  Achan  in  the  eamp,  and 
provoked  God  to  turn  his  back  ?  And  ailbon  as  you 
find  it  out,  fee  that  you  caft  out  the  accurfed  tiring* 
Let  not  thine  eye  pity,  neither  do  thou  fpare  it ;  for  it 
has  taken  thy  Lord  away  from  thee.  If  thou  canft  Hot 
'find  it,  then  go  humbly  to  God,  and  cry  with  Job, 
"  Shew  me  wherefore  thou  contended:  with  me,"  Job 
X.  2.  Lord,  what  is  the  evil,  the  fin  or  lull  which  thou 
rebuked,  and  for  which  thou  pleaded  the  controverfy  ? 
Have  I  quenched  thy  Spirit  ?  Have  I  neglefled  duty  ? 
Was  I  formal  in  commuiiicating,  or  unthanfut  for  for- 
mer intimations  of  thy  love  ?  "  Lord,  what  I  fee  not, 
teach  thou  me  $  make  me  ta  know  my  tranfgreflions, 
and  my  fin." 

4.  Seek  to  be  deeply  humbled  for  every  evil  and  fin 
that  you  are  convinced  of;  and  particularly,  for  the 
heinous  aggravations  of  them ;  fay,  O  Lord  !  I  am  guil- 
ty in  thy  fight  5  I  have  finned  againd  more  light,  moic 
mercies,  more  vows,  and  more  proofs  of  thy  loving- 
I^indnefs,  than  others :  I  have  gratified  Satan,  harden^ 
the  wicked,  reproached  religion,  and  difhonoured  God 
more  by  my  fins,  than  others  do ;  fo  that  thou  mayeft 
juftly  frown  on  me,  and  make  the  folemn  day,  which 
will  be  a  day  of  feading,  rejoicing,  and  gladnefs  to  thy 
children,  a  day  of  darknefs,  gloominefs,  and  didrefs  to 
me. 

5.  Plead  by  f^ith  the  Redeemer's  blood,  for  remov- 
ing the  cdrangement,  and  bringing  thy  foul  nigh  to 
God  y  for  nothing  eife  can  do  it,  according  to  £ph.  ii. 
13.  fay,  Lord,  d^ough  I  dcferve  not  to  tadc  of  thy  fup- 
per,  but  to  meet  with  a  frown  indead  of  a  fmile,  a 
breach  indead  of  a  blcffing,  a  cup  of  wrath  indead  of 
the  cup  of  the  New  Tedament  j  yet  behold  the  blood 
bf  my  Surety,  and  be  merciful  to  me.  Lord  !  1  have 
bro^e  all  thy  commands;  but  has  not  my  Surety  fulfil- 
led them  all  ?  I  have  indeed  affronted  thy  judice;  but 
has  not  my  Surety  fatisficd  it?   I  have  deferved  thy 

wrath  ^ 
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wrath  ;  but  he  has  endured  it.  Remember  not  what 
I  have  done  againft  thee,  but  what  he  hath  done  and 
Aiffered  for  me  -,  and  let  me  be  accepted  in  him  who 
is  thy  beloved  Son, 

6.  While  God  carries  as  a  (Iranger  to  thee,  be  not 
thou  a  ftranger  to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  continue 
inftant  in  prayer  for  die  return  of  hi>  gracious  pre  fence  ; 
plead  the  great  need  you  have  of  it,  and  the  helplcfs 
Cafe  you  arc  in  without  it.  H^tg^  however  he  de<il 
.with  you  now,  that  he  may  not  be  a  ftranger  to  you  on 
the  fcaft-day.  Say,  "  Lord,  if  thy  prefence  go  not  with 
me,  carry  me  not  hence.  What  will  a  communion- 
feaft  avail  me,  without  communion  with  thyfelf  in  it  ? 
I  go  not  there  for  bread  and  wine,  but  I  go  to  fee  Je- 
fus  :  and  what  wilt  thou  give  me,  if  I  go  from  thy  ta- 
ble Chriftlefs  ?  O  let  Chrift  appear  and  be  made  known 
to  me  in  the  breaking  of  bread.  Let  me  enjoy  thy 
lightfome  and  reviving  company  in  this  ftate  ot  pilgri- 
mage and  trouble.  Defcend  into  my  heart  by  the  in- 
fluences of  thy  grace,  and  quickenings  of  thy  Spirit, 
and  let  me  afcend  unto  thee,  by  the  breathings  of  faith, 
love,  and  defire*  Lord,  grant  the  requeft  of  an  impor- 
tunate petitioner,  and  come  over  the  mountains  of  my 
guilt.  Lord,  ftand  not  at  a  didance  behind  the  wall, 
hut  (hew  thyfelf  through  the  lettice  of  thy  ordinance, 
and  let  me  fee  the  goings  of  my  God  and  my  King  in 
the  fan£tuary.  Oh  !  let  me  not  go  away  empty  from 
an  inexhauftible  treafure,  cold  from  the  fu!i,  dry  from 
the  fountain,  hungry,  fad,  and  comfortlefs  from  a  feaft 
'  of  love.     But  O  !  let  me  meet  with  my  Saviour  there, 

fee  his  face,  and  hear  his  voice  ; ,  and  let  me  come  from, 
his  table  with  my  pardon  fealed,  my  corruptions  fub- 
dued,  my  graces  quickened,  my  heart  enlarged,  and  my 
foul  rcfrelhed  and  encouraged  to  run  in  the  w.\ysof  thy 
.commandments,  and  fo  infeparably  united  to  thee,  that 
no  temptation  may  be  ever  able  to  diiTolve  the  union.'' 
Qhjtci.  Q  I  faith  fome  poor  foul,  I  fear  all  my  en- 
deavours will  be  in  vain  \  for  I  have  communicated  un- 
worthily before  \  \  have  (hed  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
jfinned  againft  light  \  fo  that  I  doubt  and  fear  that  my 
44y  of  grace  is  pad,  and  I  am  caft  out  of  God's  fight. 
TJ  2  j^ns* 
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:  your  cafe  be,  yet  furely  it  is  no 
darker  than  Jonas  was  in  the  whale's  belly ;  who,  tho* 
he  never  read  or  heard  of  any  in  fudi  diftrefs :  yet 
■when  he  is  concluding,  I  am  caft  out  of  GoSs  fight^ 
he  aims  at  a  believing  look  to  God  in  Chrift,  ^*  Tet 
will  I  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple,"  Jon.  ii.  4. 
Mind  alfo  Abraham^s  cafe,  though  he  was  an  hundred 
years  old,  and  his  body  as  good  as  dead,  yet  he  be- 
lieved in  God  that  raifed  the  dead ;  yea,  he  believed, 
and  hoped  againft  hope*  Xiord  help  us  to  imitate  him. 
Amen.  ' 


SERMON    XIV. 

ji  PrefiaraiioH'Sermon  before  tie  Lord^s  Sufper, 

The  happinefs  of  being  in  Covenant  with  God. 

Pfalm.  cxliv.  15.    Baffiy  is  that  peofle  whofe  God  is  the. 
Zord^ 

THERE  is  nothing  in  the  worM  that  is  fo  much 
talked  of,  and  lefs  underftood,  than  the  bufinefs 
of  ahappy  life«  All  the  world  b  in  queft  of  happinefs^ 
ibme  expe£ling  to  $nd  it  in  this,  and  fome  in  the  other 
thing.  The  worldling  looks  for  it  in  riches,  the  phi- 
lofopher  in  knowledge,  the  ambitious  man  in  honours, 
and  the  voluptuous  man  in  pleafurcs.  But  how  mifer- 
ably  are  they  miilaken  I  they  &ek  happinefs  from  the 
wrong  airth  ^^^from  things  Aat  can  never  fqit  the  wants^ 
nor  fatisfy  the  vaft  defires  of  the  immortal  foul*.  True 
Chriftians  are  the  only  wife  men  in  the  world,  for  they 
feek  happinefs  where  indee<t  it  is  to  be  found,  viz.'  in 
the  enjoyment  of  God  who  is  the  centre  of  blifs.  And 
they  who  attain  to  tbis;  muft  fuiely  be  the  happy  men. 
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for  the  £pint  of  God  declares  them  fo  in  my  text : 
*«  Happy  i«  that  people  whofc  God  is  the  Lord.** 

In  this  pfaliTii  the  royal  Pfalmift  doth  blefs  and  mag- 
nify the  Lord  for  the  Sgnal  favours  and  mercies  he  bad 
received  from  him  ;  and  from  his  former  gracious  ez- 
periencesi  he  is  encouraged  to  addrefs  God  for  future 
iperciesi  both  to  himfelf  and  his  kingdom :  parucular- 
ly^  he  prays  for  deliverance  from  public  enemies,  and 
the  manifold  calamities  of  war ;  for  the  ellablifhing  of 
peace  and  tranquility,  and  for  the  profperity  of  the  na^ 
tion ;  for  the  flouri(hing  of  their  families  and  children^ 
and  for  the  increafe  of  their  flocks  and  cattle  :  and,  in 
a  word,  that  his  people  might  abound  in  peace  and 
plenty.  Then  he  pauf<^,  and  makes  a  reHeftion  upon 
the  nation's  profperous  circumilances,  which  he  had 
prayed  for :  ^'  Happy  is  the  people  ;that  is  in  fuch  a 
cafe  ;''  happy  they,  who  have  fuch  temporal  profperity 
and  abundance,  who  have  no  want  in  their  families, 
nor  complaining  in  their  ftreets-  This  is  the  judgment 
of  the  fle(h,  and  the  opinion  of  moft  men.  But  the 
Pfalmift  prefently  correfts  himfelf,  and  retra£ts  his 
former  judgment,  and  prefers  the  judgment  of  faith, 
to  that  of  fenfe  :  yea,  rather,  **  Happy  is 'that  people, 
whofe  God  is  the  Lord."  As  if  he  had  faid,  «  The 
former  eftate  is  indeed  very  defirable  for  a  nation  or 
people ;  but  Ifrael  or  the  people  of  God,  their  true 
nappinefs  doth  not  confift  in  thefe  things  that  are  com- 
mon to  others  with  them  ;  but  only  in  this  peculiar 
prifvilege,  that  the  great  Jehovah,  who  is  the  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  is  their  God  by  covenant  and  fpc« 
cial  relation.  That  this  God  is  their  God,  and  tliey 
have  a  fpccial  intcrcft  in  his  love  and  favour,  accord* 
ing  to  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  Whatever 
portion  fuch  have  in  the  world's  good  things,  furely 
they  are  happy;  and  let  others  have  what  they  will,  iSf 
tfaey  want  this  covenant>relation,  they  are  certainly  un* 
happy  and  miferable ;  which  they  can  never  be  that 
have  it,  want  what  they  will ;  feeing  the  having  an  in- 
tereft  in  God  as  ours,  makes  up  the  want  of  ail  other 
things^  for  all  bleflednefs  and  happincfs  is  included 
'  here. 
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bere*    **  Blefled  and  happy  is  that  people  whofe  God 
is  the  Lord*" 

Doct.  That  it  is  the  grcateft  happineft  we  can  pot 
£bly  attain  unto,  to  be  in  covenant  with  God,  and 
to  have  God  for  our  God* 

David  was  ftill  of  this  opinion  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  lifci  Pfal.  xvi.  5,  6.  Pfal-  xxiii.  i,  2.  And 
he  fees  no  caufe  to  alter  it  at  his  death  j  fori  among 
his  laft  words,  he  declares,  that  this  fweet  covenant- re- 
lation was  *'  all  his  (alvation,  and  all  his  defire/'  2  Sam* 
x^iii,  5* 

The  method  I  purpofe  {of  handling  this  fubjefV, 
Ihallbe, 

i«  To  enquire  when  it  may  be  faid,  that  a  perfon  or 
people  are  in  covenant  with  God,  and  have  a  fpecial 
intereft  in  him  as  theirs. 

2*  What  is  imported  in  this  great  privilege^  to  hav^ 
God  for  our  God* » 

3.  How  this  privilege  appears  to  be  the  top  of  our 
bappinefs* 

4,  Make  improvement  of  the  whole. 

i  begin  with  xhc\fir/lp  When  it  may  be  faid,  that  a 
perfon  or  people  are  in  covenant  with  God,  &c. 

And  for  clearing  this  point  the  more,  I  (ball,  jfir/If 
C>nfider  it  negatively,  and  (hew  what  it  is  not ;  aadj 
Jecondlyt  po(itively,  wherein  it  doth  really  confift. 

I.  Negatively,  To  (land  in  a  covenant-relation  to 
God,  is  not  to  be  und^rftood  here,  ' 

I.  Of  our  being  under  the  bond  and  engagement  of 
the  covenant  of  works*  Though  it  is  moft  certain, 
that  all  Adam's  poderity,  by  virtue  hereof,  are  engag* 
cd  to  God,  to  perform  perfe£l  obedience,  and  fulfil 
the  whole  law  ^  yea,  and  by  breaking  it,  are  obliged 
to  pay  the  penalty  thereof,  bear  God's  cturfe,  underly 
death,  and  fatisfy  God's  infinite  judice  i  and  fo  all  of 
us  are  naturally  in  covenant  with  God  in  this  refpe£l:* 
But  oh  !  we  have  no  happinefs,  no  comfort,  by  being 
b  1  feeing  we  have  broke  the  covenant  of  woi<t3,  and 

incurred 
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iacurred  the  penalty  thereof;  for  though  we  ftill  (land 
under  engagements  ito  God  'by  it ;  yet  he  is  loof^d 
from  all  oUigations  to  us,  to  make  us  happy :  yea,  by 
our  breaking  it^  he  is  under  engagement  to  deftroy  U9« 
Oh  !  we  cannot,  by  this  covenant,  plead  any  intereft 
in  God  as  our  God,  or  Father :  no,  \we  can  only  lodk. 
on  him  as  our  Law-giver,  our  Judge,  our  Puniflier 
and  Enemy.  That  is  ail  the  relation  that  God  ftands 
in  now  to  us,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  works. 

1.  There  is  more  requifite  to  make  up  this  covenant- 
relation  to  God,  than  that  bleiTed  covenant  of  redemp- 
tion, which  God  entered  into  from  eternity  with  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift,  as  our  head  and  reprefentative,  for 
faving  the  ele£):.  That  glorious  tranfa£lion  is  indeed 
the  foundation  and  rife  of  our  covenant-relation  ta 
God  ;  but  doth  not  formally  conftitute  and  make  it  up* 
For  an  elefl  perfon  cannot  be  faid  to  be  in  covenant 
with  God  from  eternity,  unlefs  by  God's  appointmefH( 
and  defignation  :  he  is  never  formally  in  it,  till  he  be* 
lieve,  and  thereby  ratify  and  approve  what  Chrift  did 
from  eternity,  engage  for  him,  and  perfon  ally  confent 
to  take  God  for  his  God,  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift 
the  Mediator*  So  that  you  fee,  the  covenant  of  re- 
demption will  not  fave  you,  nor  inftate  you  in  covenant 
with  God,  if  ^e  can  fay  no  more  5  there  muft  be  fomc- 
thing  done  in  and  by  you,  to  intttle  you  to  that  cove- 
nant of  redemption,  and  to  infeft  and  poflefs  you  of 
the  privileges  and  bleflings  therein  promifed  to  Chrift 
our  Head ;  and  this  is  only  done  by  the  fubfequent 
ratification  of  that  covenant  and  treaty,  made  with  the 
eleft  in  time,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  which  is 
called  the  covenant  of  grace. 

3.  There  is  more  in  this  covenant-relation  to  God, 
which  makes  us  happy ;  than  our  being  vifibly  and  ex- 
ternally in  covenant  with  God  by  an  outward  profeffion 
qf  Chriftianity,  and  fubjefiion  to  gofpel-ordxnances : 
for  thus,  every  church  that  hath  the  word  arid  facra- 
ments,  is  in  covenant  with  God.  Hence  the  Lord  fays 
to  the  church  of  the  Jews,  Ezek.  xvi.  8.  "  I  entered 
into  covenant  with  thee,  and  thou  becameft  mine/* 
They  were  vifibly  and  externally  in  covenent  with  God, 

by 
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by  their  fubje£tion  to  his  ordinances  and  inftitation8« 
They  all  did  partake  of  the  feal  of  his  covenant ;  viz. 
circumcifion  :  and  hence,  When  a  vifible  church  makes 
defe£lion  from  God,  he  threatens  to  come  and  '*  avense 
the  quarrel  of  his  covenant,''  Lev.  xxvi.  15.  All  the 
members  of  a  vifible  church  are  federally  in  covenant 
with  God  by  their  profcffion  of  Chrift,  and  being  bap- 
tized in  his  name  \  but  fuch  an  external  covenant^ rela- 
tion to  God,  will  not  make  us  happy  :  therefore,  lef  us 
beware  of  refting  on  it  \  and  let  us  feek  earneftly  to  be 
really  and  internally  in  covenant  with  God. 

4.  There  is  more  in  it  than  being  nationally  in  co- 
venant with  God,  by  virtue  of  a  folemn  tranfaftion  en- 
tered into,  and  fubfcribed  by  the  rulers,  nobles,  mini- 
fters,  and  reprefentatives  of  a  land  ;  whereby  they, 
with  confent  of  the  whole  nation,  bind  and  engage 
themfelves  and  their  poftcrity  to  the  Lord.  This  did 
the  nation  of  the  Jews,  and  fo  they  were  God's  cove- 
nanted people,  above  alllother  nations  of  the  world ;  but 
yet  this  national  covenant  did  not  entitle  them  to  favv- 
ing  bleflings,  or  give  them  an  intereft  in  God,  as  their 
God,  in  a  faving  way :  for  many  were  in  that  national 
covenant  that  never  came  to  be  in  a  gracious  (late,  tho' 
yet  they  received  many  fpecial  favours  and  deliverances 
upon  the  account  of  it.  Some  in  this  land  have  the 
honour  of  being  nationally  in  covenant  with  God,  which 
indeed  is  our  glory,  and  perhaps  the  ground  of  many 
tiational  mercies  and  deliverances  *,  though  it  is  not  the 
fpring  of  faving  mercies,  nor  that  which  entitles  us  to 
God  as  our  God,  in  a  faving, way.  Many  may  profefs 
to  own  this  national- covenant,  that  never  took  hold  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  gave  themfelves  to  God  ac- 
cording the  tenor  thereof. 

5.  There  is  more  in  this,  than  the  drawing  up  the 
form  of  a  perfonal  covenant  with  God,  profeifing  to 
confent  thereto,  and  fubfcribing  it  with  the  hand* 
For  all  this  may  be  done  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will  not 
entitle  us  to  God  as  our  God  in  a  faving  way«  This 
work,  though  good  in  itfelf,  and  profitable  to  many  ; 
yet  it  may  be  performed  by  fome  in  fuch  an  hypocriti- 
cal, formal,  or  legal  manner,  as  doth  make  it  an  abo- 
mination 
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minatioxi  to  aii  holf  Godj  that]  looks  for  truth  in  the 
inward  parts. 

But  il.  Pofitively,  we  come  to  be  in  covenant  with 
God  in  a  faying  way,  when  we  are  taken  tvithtn  the 
bond  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  do  eonfent  fincere^^ 
ly  to  the  gracious  terms  of  it  *,  for  it  is  only  by  virtne 
Ctt  our  coming  into  this  covenant,  that  we  have  grootid 
to  claim  this  happinefs  of  having  God  for  our  God. 
Nov,  for  us  to  come  into  the  bond  of  this  covenant  of 
grace,  is  by  faith  to  "  take  hold  of  God Vcovenant/*  as 
it  is  called,  Ifa.  Ivi«  4^  And  this  we  do,  when  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced  of  our  (in,  mifery,  and  undone 
Hate  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and  do  hence  betake 
.our&lves  to  the  new-covenant,  or  gracious  method  of 
falvation  propofed  to  us  in  the  gbfpel,  through  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  rigfateoufnefs ;  and  do  cordially  acquiefce 
in,  and  approve  of  this  noble  contrivance,  and  accept 
of  Jefus  Chrift  as  our  only  Mediator,  Surety  and 
Peacemaker  with  God  :  and  in  htm  do  fincerely  make 
choice  of  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  to  be 
our  God  and  portion  ;  and  alfo  give  oilrfelves,  foul  and 
body,  to  be  the  Lord's,  engaging,  in  the  ftrength  of  our 
.  great  Surety,  to  abandon  fin,  live  foir  God,  and  walk 
with  him  in  newnefs  of  life,  as  becomes  his  covenant- 
ed people.  Now,  when  our  fouls  aie  helped  and  de« 
texmined  by  the  Spirit  of  giface,  to  do  all  this  heartily 
and  fincerely,  then  da  we  enter  amoi^  chat  <'  happy 
people^  whofe  God  is  the  Lord." 

II.  The  ficond  thing  in  the  method,  is  to  enquiile 
into  the  import  of  tins  great  privilege,  to  have  God  for 
our  God.  I  tmU  be  your  Gfid^  is  the  greateft  promifi? 
and  fubftance  of  the  covenant  of  graee,  being  the  great 
thing  ftipulated  on  God's  part  therein,  Jer.  xxxi*  33* 
and  indeed  it  is  the  fum  and  compend  of  all  his  other 
promtfes.     And  imports  thefe  things  r 

i.  Reconciliation  and  friendfliip  with  God,  I'  nvilt 
be  your  God^  i.  e.  I  will  be  no  longer  an  angry  judge^ 
but  a  gracious  reconciled  God  to  you ;  my  juftice  is 
^peafed,  wra&  pacified,  fury  is  not  in  ntie,  I  have 
found  a  r»nfom  in  Chritt  -,  he  is  the  propitiation  for 
^our  fins. 
.     V0L.IU.  X  2.  A 
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2,  Av^w  i^aiHm  betpiid  60^  iwidt  yei^  imMr 
t})an  any  relation  among  creatures  "  I  ukUI  ht  yrar 
<;o4»*'  implief ,  I  ^U  ft?ii4  y^v  iuftM  ^  allifliiiwis. 
I,,  I  v/ill  be  a  F^^heic  in  Cbiift  to  ^^  ii^iqpt  jm  for 
fipy  Ghil<ir«Oi.  lalie  you  iot^  n^y  fiMnily,  {  m)l  pit])  istd 
provide  fet  you>  I  witt  bc%ue»tji  to  yoN(  s^  ricb  ii^H- 
t?iKe»  y9«  ayq  hmxi  d  Qi^n  ai?4  c/^nf,  i^inb  my  o* 
Ipraal  Son.  2.  f  wiU  b«  si  hu(^^  ^  yQii»  <^  your 
Af  9]f9F  is  yoiKT  hu(b9ia4''  Ka-^  ItM*  s*  I  vUI  Q^an;y^yon 
IQ  Riy(etf,  (  v^ill  love  yoxi«  clMll^  yo^^nuoh.  yoM^  m4 

fovide  9^  Qobledowsry  for  jiw«    3^  I  viU  b^yQurUng^ 
witt  tali«  yon  for  uny  tubjo^^,  I  will  g9T4m  jm^ 
fiotf  J):  ai^  defend  yen  from  aU  yoi^f  ^nemifis^.  ¥ea^ 
wiU  h^  yoM«  pby&ciao^  y4HW  fl)«phei4>  your  gutde^ 
aoa4  ipftead  of  all  rela^ovsi  to  you^ 

3,  I  tf/iU  4<  j^  Go^»  iinfOfifeft  %ngbt  and  title  to 
Godj  and:  all  tltal  ift  ift  bi.9^  $  i»t»mate  c^MiamutuQa  widt 
hm$  and  a  cooitiiiiunicsMiiim  of  aU  ffwi  tiiiaga  from 
U^.  Naj»  ihese  i»  (titt  oMire  in.  tbi$,  escpfelEoa  than 
cqn  be  usi^pilded  by  HK»da»  there  ift  lEiore  in  it>  than^ 
lyiAll  be  fautber^  &iend»  hujSbaJidf  bcne{a£kgr»  &c.  to 

Su :  tfofc  i«  ill  th»x  I  will^  give  yoabeaiRen  and  ever* 
Mug  Uf^,  or  adi  the  bUffinga  of  hearen  ^oA  oaxdii 
tifi^  aA4  Qtflmity :  n0»  I  will  give,  y^u  moie,  I  wiM 
gmt  you  myfelfi  ajG»0Viikiii  a.  whole  Dieity^  i*  e^  aH 
dMi  i$  in(  Q9i^>  aU  If  aai»  ali  I  have^  aU  I  can  do^is  thine* 
Othe  magujiiicent  bounty  of  God!  foa  when  he  had 
no  greater,  no  better  thing^  to  faeflbow  on  his.  people,  he 
l^i^ews  him;fi:if  on  thcnou 

y  W  i^a^.  (4y»  how  east  thi&  b«  }  Aa  infinite  God^  b 
greatj  fo  gloisiAus^  we  aio  nor  capable  of  receivings 
compiehei^jtog^  off  ecpying  him«  ^^  Safai  as  you 
aje  capable  to;  r^^eixe  and  enjoy  hiAv  he  is  yotirsi^  all 
th^t  is  in  bi^f.  ia  glMCA  to  you  ioit  youc  benefit.. 

I.  All  he  is  peipfonaUy»  i.  c.  the  three  Perfotta.el  the 
ghmqus  TnmUfi^ae  ffXMUf.  God.  the  Eatheiv  Son,  and 
Uoly  Ghojl,  i>  God  the  Father  is  youra  taJove  jboh, 
to  eled  youj.  aod*  contrive  redemption  £qp  you,  John  • 
xvi,  27.  '4  Tte  Father  himfelf  )o«eth  yow>"  a>  God 
the  Son  ia  90»rs»  ta  be  a  nanfoni  far  you*  ta  £itisfy 
juftice  for  you  i  yours  to  be  bora  for  you,  to  live,  te 

die 


I 


Ate  ftfT  ydu,  td  ttfe  df  aiil  for  ^bAj  tb  ttfceiid  ihto  hea- 
teh  fat  yoiii  to  fit  at  Odd'd  ri|ht  hand  for  you,  8rc» 
AU  this  h  platft  Irofti  lia:  te.  6.  ^  Unto  us  a  child  is 
h^tki  Mto  us  a  Softk  given  ^  And  Gatit.  fi.  t6.  <«  My 
bd6v«J  b  toitte.'^  ).  The  Holy  Ghoft  u  yours,  to  ap- 
]y  this  redemption  to  you,  to  change  your  hearts,  to 
teiK:h  ydu»  fail£l>fy  you,  work  in  ybu,  d#ell  in  irou»  to 
ei^ndudi  a^d  gfuide  you  to  (tloty,  i  Cof.  Hi.  f6.  "KnoiKr 
ft  Hot  ^tM  ye  are  the  temple  of  God»  and  the  Spirit 
of  6<yd  dwelleth  in  you.'*  So  you  fee,  O  belictcr^ 
whatever  Gdd  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ohoft  is> 
ifiA  eail  dd  for  your  faltatioti  and  happinefs,  they  atfe 
your«i  aftd  made  over  to  you  fti  the  covenant  of  grarce. 
1«  AH  he  is  efieniially,  his  infinite  tStacc  is  yours, 
U  e.  all  his  gloriaas  attributes  and  pet fe£tibns«  i.  My 
mercy  it  yours,  O  believer,  to  pardon  yottr  (ins  and  de- 
liver ym  fretti  giiUt,  to  fyitipathiSe  with,  and  eomfort 
yon  in  M  your  trials  nnd  affli£tidns.  ^.  My  tvifdom 
k  ydurs  to  provide  for  you,  to  eounfd  ftttd  d^cfk  you, 
and  to  turn  all  things  about  for  yout  good.<  j.  My 
omnipotence  is  youts,  tb  guard  aild  proted;  you  from 
all  your  enemies,  to  fuppoft  and  preferve  you  to  fal- 
mttidn.  4.  My  gobdn^fd  is  youYs^  to  entich  you,  be- 
fto#  grace  and  gbry^  and  all  good  things  on  you. 
5*  My  omnifclence  is  ybixt  orerfeer,  to  wateh  over 
and  warn  you  againft  approaching  dangets.  6.  My 
holinefs  is  your  fountim  of  grace,  to  fanilify  and  make 
you  holy.  y.  My  omnrptefence  is  your  companiorn, 
to  attend  and  folace  you  in  all  places  and  condrttons* 
8.  My  juftice  is  your  reWafdeti  td  beftow  heaven  on 
yeu }  and  a)fo  ydur  avenger  to  puiriili  thofe  that  wrong 
you.  p.  My  all-fuf&ciency  i^  your  inheritance,  for 
glvitig' you  compile  and  pctfcQ:  happtneis.  My  un- 
changeaUenefs  is  the  rock  of  your  fecurity.  My  faith- 
fulnefs,  your  pledge  itnd  furetyi  fot  the  accompUfli- 
aient  of  alt  my  pifomifes  to  you:  and  my  eternity  is 
the  date  of  your  happincfs*  So  that,  O  believer,  you 
fee,  all  God's  efiential  perfef^ns  ate  mndt  over  to 
dtee  in  the  eo^en^t  cf  grace,  and  therein  thou  haft 
atf  unfearchable  treafure«  In  God's  attributes  there  is 
a  fuitable  ttm^f  for  all  thcfe  riiahdies  and  miferics 
X.  Z  which. 
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.  u^hich  fin  has  brought  on  you  :  his  wifdom  cures  yoar 
ignorance,  his  grace,  your  guilt,  bis  power  your  weak- 
ncfs,  his  mercy  your  mifery,  his  goodneft  your  evil,  his 
faitfafulnefs  your  inconftancy,  his  holinefs  your  im- 
purity, his  riches  your  poverty,  and  his  fulnefs  your 
tirants. 

Lajilyi  I  nuill  he  your  God,  imports,  that  all  that  God 
hath  (hall  be  made  over  to  you,  i  Cor.  iii.  21.  **  All 
things  are  yours.^'  All  mine  are  thine.  As  for  in- 
ftance,  i.  All  my  promifes  are  yours  *,  the  promifes 
both  of  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come ;  my  jpro- 
mifes  of  pardon,  my  promifes  of  healing,  my  pro- 
mifes of  fan£tification,  my  promifes  of  quickening  and 
ftrcngth,  my  promifes  of  through- bearing  and  comfort 
in  trouble,  my  promifes  of  grace  and  glory ',  they  are 
your  inheritance. 

2.  My  gifts  and  graces  arc  yours,  faith,  love,  hope, 
fear,  humility,  patience^  and  all  the  fulnefs  that  is  in 
Chrift,  is  yours ;  all  thefe  graces  are  yours,  as  armour 
to  defend  you,  jewels  to  enrich  you,  and  cordials  to  re- 

^reih  you,  while  you  fojourn  In  the  wildernefs* 

3.  My  creatures  arc  yourf .     My  creatures  on  cstfth 
.are  yours,  to  ferve  and  fuftain  you,'my  angels  in  heaven 

are  yours,  to  guard  and  encamp  about  you.  The  earth 
is  your  walking  and  fojourning  place,  the  heavens  your 
country  and  inheritance.  In  a  word,  O  believer  I  my 
.  ordinances  and  facraments  are  yours,  to  flrengthen  and 
feed  you ;  my  providence  is  yours,  to  make  all  things 
work  for  your  good }  my  rod  is  yours  )  my  people  is 
ycurs ;  my  kingdom  is  yours  *,  nay,  my  eternal  Son 
Chrift  is  yours ;  all  he  has  done  and  fuffered,  even  his 
whole  purchafe  is  yours  :  both  things  prefent  and  to 
come,  life  and  death,  this  world  and  heaven,  *^  all  are 
yours,?  I  Cor.  iii.  22»  Behold,  when  there  was  a  co- 
venant made  between  Jehofliaphat  and  the  king  of  If- 
raeJ,  JehoQiaphat  pfomifed  Ahab  whatever  he  had  or 
cculd  do,  X  Kings  xxii.  4.  **  I  am,  (fays  he,)  as  thou 
ait,  my  people  as  thy  people,  jny  horles  as  thy  horfes  5" 
fo  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  whatever  God  hath  or  can 
do,  is  made  over  to  you.^  But  wjhat  do  I  fpeak  ?  For  no 
created  mind  can  conceive^  nor  the  tongues  of  men  and 

.    angels, 
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aiigcls,  fiiew  Forth  the  fiill  import  of  this  word,  "  I 
leill  be  your  God.*'  - 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  to  fhcw  how  this 
privilege  of  having  God  for  our  God,  in  covenant,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  top  of  our  happincfs.  And  this  doth 
evidently  appear  from  thefe  things, 

I.  From  the  vaftnefs  of  the  portion,  which  believers 
have  in  a  covenanted  God,  as  above  defcribed.  There 
is  more  comprehended  here,  "  than  eye  hath  feen,  ear 
hath  heard,  or  the  heart  of  man  can  conceive.''  In  this 
Covenant  of  grace  you  have  all  that  is  good,  all  that  is 
great)  and  all  that  can  make  you  happy.  You  have 
covenant  prcfence,  covenant  provifion,  covenant  con* 
dod,  covenant  protcdlion,  covenant  fupport,  and  co- 
venant ftrength  for  all  duties,  trials,  and  performances 
in  this  world  :  And  you  have  eternal  glory  covenanted 
to  you  for  the  world  to  come.  Now,  can  any  thing  be 
fo  fatisfying  to  the  renewed  mind,  as,  to  review  this 
vaft  portion  !  It  is  pleafant  for  a  man  to  view  his  tem- 
poral interefts,  to  walk  about  his  buildings,  plantings^ 
*  gardens,  flocks,  fields,  &c.  But  what  are  thcfe  to  this 
portion  of  the  believer  ?  It  was  a  taviCliirig  profpeft  that 
Mofes  got  of  Canaan  from  mount  Nebo  :  flow  pleafant 
was  it  to  view  the  lovely  hills,  the  fruitful  vallies,  the 
winding  rivers,  the  beautiful  gardens,  and  flouriflilng 
trees,  in  that  incomparable  land  !  But  all  that  was  no» 
thing  to  the  believcr^s  covenanted  inheritance.  View 
the  covertant,  and  fee  who  can  number  the  promifes 
and  blcfGngs  contained  in  it ;  time  would  fail  to  men- 
tion them  :  Read  the  fcriptures  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  and  behold  a  dazzling  and  glorious  fight !  As 
the  heavens  arc  befpanglcd  with  ftars  in  a  winter  night, 
fo  is  God's  word  and  covenant  with  fhining  promlfes. 
We  may  allude  to  that,  paflage  in  God's  covenanting 
with  Abraham,  Gen.  xv.  5.  God  brought  him  forth 
abroad,  and  faid,  "  Look  now  toward  heaven,  and  tell 
the  (tars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them  :  fo  fhall  thy 
feed  be."  Look,  O  believer,  to  the  firmament  of  the 
covenant,  and  tell  the  ftars  of  the  promifes,  if  thou  be 
able  to  number  or  weigh  them  -,  fo  fhall  a!fo  the  blef- 
fings  and  benefits  be^  which  thou  haft  to  inherit. 

IL  To 
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II.  To  b^  in  covenant  with  Gcfd,  ftiuft  be  die, top  of 
our  happinefs,  if  we  conHder  the  foitablenefs  df  the 
f  romife^,  and  bleffings  (^  his  covenant  to  all  our  wants 
and  exigencies.     Ail  that  we  Hand  in  need  of,  and  all 
we  can  deGre,  is  fully  provided  for  here.    O  believer8» 
want  want  ye  ?  What  fear  ye  ?  What  are  ye  troubled 
with  ?  Here  it  may  be  fuitably  anfwered  and  reitiedied. 
Is  fin  and  guilt  your  trouble  ?  In  thia  covenant  there  is 
pardon  and  redemption.     Are  your  fins  great  ?  Here's 
the  Redeemer's  *'  blood  that  cleanfeth  from  all  fin*" 
Are  ye  condemned  by  the  law's  fentence  ?  Here's  a  faS- 
ficient  righteoufnefs  for  your  juftification  and  acquit- 
tance.    Are  you  poor  ^    Here's  fine  gold*     Are  vou 
blind  ?  Here's  eye  falve.   Are  you  naked  ?  Here's  wnite 
raiment.    A^xt  you  ft arving  ?  Here's  the  manna  and  the 
fatted  calf.     Are  you  difeafed  i  Here's  the  balm  Of  Gi- 
lead.    Are  you  chained  prifoners?  Here's  deliTerance 
for  the  captives.    Are  you  drowned  in  debt  i  Here*s 
an  all-fufficient  Surety.     Are  you  dead  ?  Here's  the 
yefurre£lion  and  the  life.    Is  pollution  and  filtinefs  your 
trouble  ^  Here's  a  deep  and  open  fountain  that  runs 
continually.      Art  thou  weak  and  Unable  for  duty?  . 
Here  is  covenanted  grace  and  flirengthi  which  (hall  be 
fufficient  for  thee.    This  covenant  contains  all  nccef- 
faty  and  fiiitable  fupplies  for  thy  wants  \  fo  that  tf  God 
be  your  God,  acccrdihg  to  the  tenor  of  the  coTcnant 
of  gnce^  your  needs  (hall  be  richly  fupplied,  according 
to  that  promife,  Phil.  iv.  19.  <*  My  God  (hall  fupply 
all  your  needs^  according  to  his  tiches  in  glory  by  Ghrift 
Jefus." 

III.  This  covenant*relation  to  God  is  our  greateft 
happinefs,  in  regard  it  doth  take  the  terror  out  of  eve« 
.ry  thing  that  is  terrible  to  the  believer. 

I.  This  covenant- relation  removes  all  terror  fr€>m 
our  thoughts  of  God's  holinefs  and  juftice.  The  wick- 
ed cannot  think  of  a  juft  and  holy  God  without  hor- 
ror,  and  therefore,  tliey  bani(h  the  thoughts  of  God 
out  of  their  minds  \  hence  it  is  faid,  Pfal.  x.  4.  <^  God 
is  cot  in  all  their  thoujghts  :"  For  as  many  thoughts  ais 
are  in  their  hearts,  God  is  in  none  of  them.  But  be- 
lievers may  have  pleafant  and  delightful  thoughts  o£ 

God 
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God  as  thdr  reeoBcikd  Father  in  Chrift :  lui  fcotmeTa 
IS  a  foaatsdn  of  grace  to  tkcQ(i»  and  bis  jufticethefeca« 
ritf  of  their  happinefs.  The  covenant- relation  takes  all 
terror  out  of  jufticei  th^mgh  the  moft  terrible  attribitie 
•f  God  onto  a  finner^  ^d  makes  it»  that  before  was  an 
(»iemy«  become  a  friend,  and  enter  into  a  ftriifi  alliance 
with  the  believen  Before  it  ftood  as  a  flaming  fwor4 
at  the  door  of  paradife  to  keep  them  out :  But  now  it 
ftaads  as  an  advocate  pleading  for  their  entrance,  I 
John  i.  9.  ^.He  is  faithful  and  }u(t  to  forgife  us  our 
fins***  O  beUevcr,  thy  happinefs  is  certain  1  for  juftico 
is  come  over  to  thy  fidci  and  pleads  for  thjparikxny 
bccaufe  the  debt  is  paid,  and  for  the  crowa  01  glory, 
feeing  the  price  is  laid  down* 

2.  This  covenant- relation  takes  a)1  terror  out  of  af« 
JKfiions :  Why  i  It  ahers  the  very  wxvxt  of  them  to 
VeBevers,  and  makes  them  become  good  and  medicinal 
to  them,  Pfah  cxix«  71,  Ifa  xxvii.-p;  Yea,  they  are 
changed  into  covenanted  mercies,  PTah  Ixxxix.  32.  Pf* 
cxix.  75*  Chrift  hath  fhed  his  blood  to  p«fchafo  fanc- 
tified  crones  to  his  peof^e.  So  believers,  whatevev 
trials  you  meet  with,  though  they  be  ^rp  and  fmart«« 
in^,  you  may  make  foch  a  rcfle£tion  as  this,  The  Lont 
fees  1  want  this,  otherwife  I  ikoiild  not  be  excrcifcd 
with  it :  My  covenanted  God  knows  that  this,  and  nd 
kfs  than  this,  is  needful  for  nrie. 

3*  It  takes  the  terror  out  of  the  alarming  judgments 
of  God,  that  come  on  the  wicked  and  ungodly.  When 
God  rifes  to  take  vengeance  on:  his  enemies,  and  puniih, 
(inful  nations  with  his  defolating  plagues,  you  may  fay, 
Thttfe  a«e  the  mighty  ads  of  my  God  and  king :  Fhefe 
thiogs  difplaj  my  Father's  power  and  glory ;  but,  in 
ffiidn  of  all,  his  children  are  fafe^ 

4.  It  witt  take  the  terror  out  of  death  :  for  thougtt 
death  ftrip  you  of  other  comfiorts,  it  cannot  difiblve 

Sur  covenant-reiatioo  io  God.  You  may  fing  that 
an«-fong,  Pfal.  xlviii*  14.  *^  For  this  God  is  our  God 
for  ever  and  ever,  and  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto 
death."  It  is  this  that  gives  a  believer  peace  in  his  lat- 
ter end :  it  made  IXivid  to  triumph  in  the  vifew  of  ap» 
preaching  death,  a  Sam.  xxiii.  5;    Death  muil  furety 

be 
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be  the  king'of  terrors  to  an  'uhbcHc?er ;  why  ?  It  13 
terrible  to  think,  **  I  am  going  to  appear  before  that 
God  I  do  not  know,  I  have  no  intercft  in,  nor  acquaiii* 
tance  with :  How  can  I  cxpeft  help  from  him  now, 
whom.  I  nev^r  lovcd^.  noriought  unto  before  ?"  But  a 
covenanted  foul  may  fay,;  *'  I  will  not  fear,  for  I  know 
whither  I  am  going,i  the^  place  I  know,  and  the  way  I 
knoW)  and  the  God  of  that  land  1  know.  Why  fhofild 
I  be  unwilling  to  go  to  my  covenanted  God  and  friend, 
with  whom  I  have  had  fwcet  convcrfe,  whofe  prcfencc 
I  earneftly  have  longed  for  ?  Is  not  death  my  Father's. 
fervant,  fent  to  bring  md  home  to  my  Father's  haufe, 
where  I  will  be  put  in  full  poiTeifion  of  alf  the  blei&ng^ 
of  the  covenant  ?  Surely  then  the  day  of  my  death  will 
be  better  to  me  than  the  day  of  my  birth." 

5.'  This  covenant- relation  takes  the  terror  out  of  the 
greatjudgilacnt  day.  Why  ?  O  believer,  it  is  the  day 
of  your  covenanted  Redeemer's  coming  to  take  you 
home  to  dwell  eternally  with  him.  Doth  not  a  chafte 
wife  long  for  the  teturn  of  her  hufbiand  ?  And  will 
not  a  believing  foul,  betrdthed  to  Chri ft,  long  for  the 
glorious  bridegroom's  return  to  confiimmate  Ac  hap- 
py marriage?  Let  others  tremble  at  his  coming,  and 
cry  to  the  ".  rocks  to  hide  them  from  the  face  of  the 
Lamb  i"  but  furdy  you  have  caufe  to  **  lift  up  your 
head  with  joy,  for  the  day  of  your  redemption  draweth 
nigh."  •        .  .  . 

IV,  This  covenant  relation  to  God  is  our  greateft 
happinefs ;  for  it  doth  exceedingly  fweeten  every  thing 
that  is  comfortable. 

I.  It  fweetens  the  thoughts  of  Chrifl:  to  a  believer. 
When  the  word  brings  the  news  of  his  glory  to  your 
ears,  or  the  facrament  fets  him  forth  as  crucified  before 
your  eyes,  your  hearts  may  prefently  warm  to  him,  and 
cry  with  Thomas, "  My  Lord  and  my  God  !"  and  with 
Paul,  "  It  is  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and» 
gave  himfelf  for  me  •,"  and  with  the  fpoufe,  ^'  My  be- 
loved is  mine,  and  I  am  his  :"  "  All  he  did  and  fuffer-« 
ed  was  for  me  \  his  bloody  fweat,  his  painful  wOunds, 
his  dying  groans,  were  for  me.  He  thought  on  me 
when  h^  was  on  the  crofs :  my  n^me  is  this  day  onf 
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his  breaft-plate  :  he  ftill  thinks  on  ,^me,  and  pleads  fo.r 
toe,  as  his  covenanted  fpoufe.  **  I  know  my  Redeem- 
er liveth  ;  and  becaufe  he  lives,  I  (hall  live  alfo.''  Good 
ground  have  ye  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  civ.  34. 
*'  My  meditation  of  him  (hall  be  fweet  \  I  will  be  glad 
in  the  Lord.'* 

2.  It  will  make  gofpelordinatices  very  fweet :  As^ 
for  in(lance>  (i.)  Prayer  may  be  fweet  to  a  covenanted 
foul :  Is  it  not  fweet  to  come  into  God's  prefence,  and 
call  him  our  Father,  and  fpe<»k  to  him  as  fucb  ?  ^'  Fa- 
ther, grant  me  this,  and  the  other  good  thing  which  I 
want."  An  uncovenanted  foul  comes  before  God  a^ 
his  judge;  But  O  !  it  is  comfortable  to  draw  high  to 
him  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  Chrift,  and 

^  with  a  hbly  confidence  fpread  our  wants  before  him. 

*  (2.)  It  will  make  the  word  fweet ;  a  covenanted  foul 
may  read,  and  hear  it  as  a  love-letter  come  from  his 
friend  and  hufband,  and  may  fweetly  apply  thepromife 
of  it  to  himfelf,  and  fay,  Thi^  is  mine  \  this  was  God's 
gracious  unchangeable  purpofe  to  me  in  Chrift  :  And 
O  but  that  would  make  the  word  as  a  lovely  fong  ia 
our  cars !  (3)  It  will  make  the  Lord's  fupper  fweet. 
O  covenanted  fouls,  you  can  come  to  this  holy  table» 
as  to  a  precious  Jfeaft  provided  for  you  ;  you  can  come 
as  God's  friends  and  invited  guefts,  and  expe6t  a  kind*- 
ly  welcome  from  him  :  It  is  to  you  he  faith,  "  E.it,  O 
friends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved,"  Cant. 
V.  I .  This  is  your  Father's  table  covered  for  you ;  mi- 
ny  prefume  thither  who  have  no  light;  but  you  have 
no  ground  to  queftion  your  right,  nor  doubt  your  wet- 
Come  :  A  communion  day  may  be  a  pleafant  day  to 
you,  and  you  may  rejoice  at  the  intimation  and  ap<- 
proach  of  it,  and  look  on  it  as  a  foretafte  of  heaven, 
and  a  pledge  of  your  eternal  communion  with  God. 

3.  This  covenant  relation  will  fweet^n  your  thoughts 
of  God's  works,  both- of  creation  arid  providence. 
When  you  walk  through  the  fields,  you  may  fay,  1  walk 
on  my  father's  fooiftool,  which  he  hath  given  me  to 
fojourn  upon  while  I  am  here  below.  When  you*view 
the  ftru£ture  of  the  heavens,  you  may  fay,  Bthoid  my 
Father's  palace,  where  he  dwclis,  and  where  I  wiU 
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dwell  with  him  ere  loog  :  If  the  floor  and  pavement  of 
it  be  fo  $rk)rious«  what  muft  its  roof,  walls,  gates,  and 
furniture  be  ?  Tet  it  is  my  home  and  dwcllmg  place, 
prepared  by  Chrift  my  farerunner;  When  you  confi- 
der  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  and  God's  various 
dealings  towards  you,  you  may  fay,  How  great  pains 
is  he  at  with  me  to  promote  my  welfare,  and  prepare 
me  for  heaven  ?  Though  difpenfations  be  fometimes 
myfterious  now,  yet  how  wife  and  beautiful  will  the 
whole  (chemc  of  providence  concerning  me,  appear  in 
the  ifiiie  ? 

4*  It  will  fweeten  all  your  outward  mercies :  VtThy  i 
you  may  receive  them  as  love-tokens  from  heaven,  and 
pledges  of  God's  fatherly  good  will  to  you  in  Chrift. 
Aft  thou  raifed  from  a  dckbed,  or  delivered  from  anv 
trouble  ?  you  may  fay  of  it  as  Hezekiah  did,  If.  xxzvih. 
17.  "  Thou  haft,  in  1qv€  to  my  foul,  delivered  it  from 
the  pit  of  corruption.''  Again*  every  meal  of  meat,  or 
mofffel  of  bread  thou  eateft,  may  be  doubly  fweet  to 
you  I  for  it  is  the  fruit  of  Chrift's  purchafe ;  it  is  dipt 
in  hi^  blood,  and  comes  through  the  covenant-channel 
to  thy  hand  :  Thou  mayft  fpv  covenant-love  in  every 
common  mercy  \  thou  eojoyeft  it  not  as  a  creature,  but 
as  an  heir :  Thy  Father  fends  it  from  his  own  table  to 
thee,  as  an  earneft  of  greater  and  better  things  laid  up 
for  thee  hereafter.  That  word  belongs  to  thee,  which 
we  have  in  EccU  it.  7.  "Go  thv  way,  eat  thy  bread 
with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  witn  a  merry  heart  \  for 
God  now  accepteth  thy  works." 

Lt^ftiyt  This  covenant  relation  to  God  is  our  greateft 
bap^nefs  in  regard  of  the  fure  and  indiflbluble  nature 
of  it,  Ifa.  liv.  10.  Mutable  creatures  alter  thei^  pur- 
pofes,  and  break  their  leagues  and  covenants  which 
ihey  made  \  but  God  will  never  break  his  covenant  of 
grace  with  his  people.  A  covenant  with  a  nation  may 
be  diflblved,  as  with  the  people  of  the  Jews,  becaufe  it 
16  not  built  on  the  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  to  put  his 
fear  in  their  hearts  ^  but  it  hath  a  refpe£k  to  their  obe- 
dience. But  his  covenant  with  the  ele£t  is  indiflbluble, 
ieeii^  it  depends  on  God^s  eternal  purpofe,  to  make 
tbeiia  perfevere  in  his  ways.    The  covenant  of  grace 
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doth  not  run  thus,  **  I  will  be  thpir  Qod,  if  they  will 
be  my  people  ;*•  but  **  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they 
(hall  be  my  people.**  He  puts  a  condition  indeed  in 
his  covenant  of  grace  \  but  he  has  refolted  and  de- 
creed from  eternity,  to  work  that  condition  in  their 
hearts,  Jer.  xxxii,  40.  "  I  will  make  2^  everlafting  co- 
venant with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them 
to  do  them  good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts, 
that  they  fiiall  not  depart  from  me.**  There  we  fee, 
that  God  is  on  both  fides  in  this  covenant,  he  engages 
not  only  for  his  own  part,  but  for  ours,  that  wc  fhall 
fear  him,  and  (hall  not  depart  from  him.  How  happy 
then  are  believers  who  are  in  covenant  with  God ! 
They  are  a  happy  people }  and  nothing  can  deprive 
them  of  their  happinefs.  Adultery  may  diflblve  the 
marriage* covenant  among  men,  but  not  fo  here;  itt 
God  faith  to  his  covenanted  people,  "  Thou  haft  play, 
cd  the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  yet  return  again  unto 
me :  Turn,  ye  backfliding  children,  faith  the  Lord  ;  for 
I  am  married  unto  you,''  Jer.  iii.  1,14.  Again,  death 
cannot  diflblve  this  covenant- relation,  as  it  doth  among 
men  ;  but  brings  us  the  nearer  to  our  covenanted  God  ; 
fo  that  a  covenanted  foul,  when  he  finds  death  begin 
to  aiTauIt  his  clay-tabemacie,  he  may  even  rejoice,  and 
fing  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  26.  «  My  flefli  and 
my  heart  faileth,  but  God  is' the  ftrength  of  my  heart, 
and  my  portion  for  ever."  What  though  my  eye  and 
heart-ftnngs'  be  ready  to  break,  and  the  lamp  of  my  life 
be  like  a  candle  burnt  to  the  focket,  and  near  the  going 
out;  yet  ftill  God  is  my  God,  and  portion  for  ever.. 
Thus  Olevian,  a  dying  faint,  comforted  himfeif,  "  My 
hearing  is  gone,  my  fmeliing  is  gone,  and  my  fight  is 
going :  my  fpeech  and  feeling  are  almoft  gone  ;  but  the 
loving  kindnefs  of  God  is  ftili  the  fame,  and  will  never 
depart  from  me.*'  .         ' 

APPLICATION. 

Ufc  I.  Oi  Infirmaim,    Wp  may  hence  fee,  I.  How 

far  miftaken  the  world  is  about  a  believer's  lot  *,  they 

fn9ny  times  reckon  them  poor  and  defpicable,  and  the 

%   7,  off-fcouring 
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off-fcouring  of  all  things ;  but  certainly  they  are,  of  all 
perfons  in  the  world,  the  wifeft ;  for  they  make  the 
wifeft  choice,  and  the  bed  bargain  :  Nay,  they  are  the 
richeft  too,  fohf  all  things  are  theirs  \  though  they  oft 
fccm  to  the  world  to  have  nothing,  2  Cor.  vi.  lo, 

2,  We  may  hence  infer,  that  believers  have  no 
ground  to  envy  the  v^orldling  of  his  portion,  but  rather 
to  pity  him  •,  for  he  hath  no  more  than  what  is  feen  by 
all)  and  that  but  JFor  a  (bort  time,  PfaL  xvii.  14.  Lul^e 
v}.  24.  A  carnal  man  may  fay,  This  houfc,  this  ellate, 
this  money  is  mine  j  but  a  Chriftan  can  fay,  ^his  God 
is  mine.  And  a  covenanted  Qod  is  more  than  (en  thou- 
iand  kingdoms. 

Ufc  II.  Of  Terror t  to  thofe  that  are  out  of  the  bond 
of  this  covenant :  For  if  the  people  be  fo  happy,  wio/e 
God  is  the  Lord^  how  unhappy  and  miferable  muft  they 
be,  whofe  God  is  not  the  Lord  :  Nay,  your  cafe  is  un- 
fpeakably  fad  and  difmal ;  and  O !  that  God  would 
fend  a  wakening  word  to  all  fuch,  and  found  an  alarm 
in  your  ears  this  day, 

1.  You  have  neither  art  nor  part  in  the  God  of  If- 
rael,  £ph.  ii  12.  He  Hands  in  no  relation  to  you,  but 
that  of  Creator,  and  fo  (lands  he  to  the  devils :  But 
what  comfort  can  they  draw  from  that  ?  for  **  he  that 
made  them,  .will  not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that 
formed  (hem,  ^yill  (hew  them  no  favour," 

2.  You  are  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and  under 
its  fearful  curfe  and  fentence  for  the  breach  thereof. 
It  is  terrible  to  be  under  fentence  of  death  by  an  earth- 
ly judge,  and  to  be  looking  every  hour  to  be  taken 
forth  to  the  fcafFold  ;  But  your  cafe  is  far  worfe  ;  you 
are  doomed  to  eternal  death,  and  you  may  be  looking 
every  moment  to  be  led  forth  to  execution.  When 
you  awake  in  the  morning,  you  may  fay,  Shall  this  be 
the  day  of  my  execution  ?  Shall  1  be  taken  to  the  fcaf- 
fold  of  divine  ver^gcance  before  night  ?  Every  headach 
pr  fick  heart,  every  pain  or  (litch  in  back  or  breaft,  may 
put  you  to  fay.  Is  this  the  meffenger  that  the  Judge  is 
to  fend  to  bring  me  forth  ?  Sad  is  your  cafe,  O  uncovc- 
nanted  foul,  you  may  deep  and  wake  in  continual  fea^  : 
for  you  arc  ftill  tottering  on  the  brink  of  hell,  aqd  ridge 
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of  deftruflion.  O  !  tremble  then  to  lie  down  another 
night  in  this  condition.  In  the  name  of  God^  I  obteft 
you  to  awake  from  flcep,  and  find  no  reft  for  the  foieof 
your  footy  tilJ,  like  Noah*6  dove,  ye  come  into  the  ark 
of  the  covenant. 

Ufc  III.  Of  Examination.  O  communicams>  try  if 
ye  be  within  thin  covenant ;  remember,  if  you  be  not, 
you  have  no  right  to  the  feals  of  it ;  no  right  to  fit 
down  at  the  Lord's  table.  **  Let  a  man  examine  him- 
felf,  and  fo  let  him  eat :"  And  examine  yourfelves  by 
thefe  marks. 

1.  Know  you  any  thing  of  a  chanji^e  of  your  (late  ? 
Can  you  fay  ?  "  Once  I  was  a  bond- (lave  to  fatan,  and 
an  enemy  of  God  :  once  I  loved  fin,  and  hated  holl- 
nefs  :  but  now  God  hath  opened  my  eyes,  and  humbled 
my  heart  for  fiuj  and  made  me  cait  down  the  weapons 
of  my  rebellion  at  his  feet :  once  1  was  at  peace  with- 
put  Chrift  the  Mediator ;  but  now  I  fee  nothing  but 
fire  and  wfath  out  of  him  :  once  I  thought  little  of 
(in  \  but  now  i  ft:e  it  to  be  the  mod  black  and  bloody 
thing  in  the  world."     Then  this  is  a  good  fign. 

2.  If  you  be  in  covenant  with  God,  you  will  certain- 
ly love  God  with  your  hearts,  and  love  the  Mediator, 
who  brought  you  into  the  covenant.  Can  you  fay  thcri 
with  Peter,  "  Lord,  thou  that  knoweft  all  things, 
knowell  that  I  love  thee  ? '  Lord,  though  1  cannot  hear, 
pray,  praife,  or  communicate  as  1  ought,  yet  thou  know- 
eft  I  love  thee  ;  yea,  1  love  thee  above  ail  things.  And 
tho'  all  the  riches,  honours,  and  pleafures  of  the  world 
were  in  ray  offer  or  pofLlfion,  and  Chrill:  would  lay. 
You  muft  cither  part  with  thefe,  or  part  with  me  ;  my 
heart  would  anfwer^  Lord  abide  thou  with  me^  and  let 
them  all  be  gone. 

3.  Thofe  that  are  in  covenant  with  God,  have  cer- 
tainly made  choice  of  God,  as  their  God  and  portion. 
Can  you  fay  you  have  done  this,  O  doubting  commu- 
nicant ?  Though  you  cannot  fay,  that  God  hath  dioicu 
you,  yet  doth  your  heart  truly  chufe  him?  And  are 
you  rcfolved  never  to  be  fatisfied.  without  him  ?  And 
whatever  offers  be  made  to  you,  yet  you  will  be  put 
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oC  with  nothing  befides  God.  Then  this  oiay  give  you 
comfort* 

4*  Can  you  fay  you  have  made  a  rcGgnation  of  your- 
felvesi  and  of  all  you  have  to  God,  and  you  refolve  to 
renew  it  again  this  night  in  fecrct,  and  to-morrow  be- 
fore men  and  angels  ?  Then  it  is  a  token  for  good. 
It  may  be,  doubting  foul,  thou  art  afraid  to  fay,  Lord 
thou  art  my  God  ;  but  canft  thou  venture  to  fay, 
*'  Lord,  I  am  thine,  I  refolve  to  be  thine,  and  thine  on- 
ly \  I  will  not  be  mine  own,  I  will  not  be  the  devirs, 
1  will  not  be  the  world^s,  I  will  not  be  my  lull's  ;  Lor^, 
I  am  refolvcd  to  be  none's  but  thine."  Well,  let  this 
comfort  you  when  other  marks  cannot.  For  if  once 
yott  come  the  length  to  fay,  "  Lord^  I  am  thine,''  you 
nta;y  fay  in  the  next  place,  "  Lord,  thou  art  mine  j" 
for  the  relation  is  always  reciprocal:  And  this  is  the 
reafoning  of  the  fpoufe.  Cant.  \u  3.  *<  I  am  my  belov- 
ed*s>  and  my  beloved  is  mine.** 

5.  Are  you  mightily  pleafed  with  the  contrivement 
and  de&gn  of  this  covenant,  which  is  to  debafe  felf, 
and  exalt  free  grace  ?  And  would  you  deCre  heaven, 
tiiongh  it  were  for  no  more,  but  to  Hand  eternal  mo- 
numents of  free  grace,  and  join  your  note  with  the  re- 
deemed, eternally  to  cry,  **  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  U8» 
but  to  thee  be  the  glory  ?" 

And,  Lastly^  Are  you  inclined  to  perform  covenant- 
duties  confcientiouily,  and  that  in  a  covenant  way,  re- 
lying on  covenant  ftrength,  and  from  a  principle  of 
love  and  gratitude  to  your  covenanted  God,  and  with 
an  eye  to  glorify  his  name :  Then  fear  not  to  come 
forward  to  take  the  feal  of  the  covenant,  for  you  be- 
long to  it* 

Ufe  IV.  Of  Exhortation.  And  this  I  (hall  direa  to 
all  that  hear  the  gofpel,  efpecially  communicants.  O 
come  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  and  enter  your- 
ffilves  within  the  bond  of  it  \  and  then  come  and  take 
God's  feal  to  the  bargain.  I  here,  in  my  great  Lord 
and  Mailer's  name,  make  offer  of  God's  covenant  to 
all  of  you,  be  what  you  will,  gofpel  (lighters,  rebels  a- 
gainft  God,  gracelefs  and  profane  (inners,  carnal  and 
earthly-iininded  fouls,  hypocrites,  formaliits,  backilid- 

ers. 
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erS)  weary  and  heavy  laden  finners,  doubting  and  dif* 
couraged  fouls ;  I  exhort  and  befeech  you  all  to  come 
and  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,  make  choice  of  God 
for  your  Cod  and  portion,  and  Jefus  Chrift  for  your 
Mediator  and  Peace- maker  with  God,  and  refign  your- 
felves  freely  to  God  in  Chrift.  O  finners,  the  cove* 
nant  is  free,  the  call  is  preffing,  the  offer  is  great,  the 
bargain  excellent. 

This  is  the  moft  honourable  and  advantageous  bar* 
gain  that  ever  you  made ;  the  defign  of  my  whole  fer* 
mon  has  been  to  recommend  it,  and  perfuade  you  to 
elofe  with  it :  God  knows  how  your  hearts  ftand  inclia« 
ed.  But  I  would  have  you  all  to  remember^  that  <mt 
time  i«  Ibort,  and  the  hour  is  coming,  when  we  that 
are  minifters  muft  leave  this  work  of  befeeching,  pref- 
fing,  and  arguing  with  you,  and  go  to  him  that  feat 
us,  with  a  faithful  account  of  the  iffue  of  our  meflage. 
And  O  how  fad  ^ind  unpleafant  will  the  account  be 
that  we  muft  give  of  thofe  of  you  whom  we  leare  im« 
perfuaded  to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant.  It  wilt  be 
a  melancholy  thing,  and  matter  of  grief,  tp  accufe  any 
of  you  to  the  Father ;  but  we  muft  do  it,  if  you  wiJl 
not  prevent  it  by  your  hearkening  and  obeying.  If 
you  do  it  not  in  time,  as  God  is  in  heaven,  you  wiU 
eternally  repent  it :  I  do  here  warn  you  of  your  dan- 
ger, and  call  heaven  and  earth  to  record  againft  you 
that  I  am  free  of  your  blood.  O  young  people  !  what 
fay  ye  to  it  ?  Will  ye  take  hold  of  the  covenant  i  Your 
baptifm  will  not  profit  you,  unlefs  now,  when  ye  are  of 
age,  ye  ratify  your  parents  deed,  renew  your  baptifmai 
engagements,  and  perfbnally  join  yourfelves  unto  the 
Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant.  If  ye  approach  to  the 
Lord's  table  without  doing  it,  you  will  be  unworthy 
communicants,  you  will  be  guilty  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  the  Lord,  you  will  but  mock  God  and  deceive 
your  own  fouls.  I  have  not  time  to  anfwer  objeflions 
againft  covenanting  with  God ;  I  fhall  only  Ipeak  to 
ooe  queftion,  and  then  conclude. 

^titst>  But  you  may  fay,  what  would  you  have  us 
doing,  in  order  to  our  being  brought  into  God's  cove- 
nant >  We  would  gladly  be  among  the  number  of  that 

happy 
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happy  people^  whofe  God  is  the  Lord,  and  who  are  in 
covenant  with  him  \  but  we  know  not  how  to  get  into 
it. 

Anl*  Surely  the  foul  is  not  wholly  paflive  in  this 
tranfa£lion,  but  nnufl  be  a£iive  in  it.  Something  i$  to 
be  done  on  our  party  when  we  enter  into  covenant  with 
God  i  and  therefore  we  arc  called  to  **  join  ourfelves 
unto  the  Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant,**  Jer  I.  5.  t 
do  not  mean,  that  we  can  do  any  thing  to  enter  our- 
felves into  covenant  with  God  in  our  own  ftrfength  j 
Bo^  it  is  God  by  his  Spirit  "  that  worketh  in  us  both  to 
will  and  to  do  of  his  good  plcafure."  The  duty  is  ours, 
but  the  work  is  the  Spirit's.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  courts 
.^e  heart,  and  prevails  with  the  foul  to  give  its  confent 
to  this  bleifed  bargain.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  let  us 
be  minting  at  our  duty  as  we  can,  looking  for  the  Spi- 
rit's concurrence.  And  there  are  four  things  to  be 
cEone  by  us,  in  order  to  our  being  in  covenant  with  God, 
and  God  help  every  communicant  to  aim  fincerely  at 
then)  this  night,  i.  Renunciation.  2.  Acceptation. 
3.  Dedication.     4.  Solemn  engagement. 

1.  You  muft  heartily  renounce  and  break  league 
with  all  the  Lord's  enemies  and  rivals,  Hof  xiv.  8* 
and  particularly  renounce,  ( I •)  Satan's  government; 
though  formerly  you  was  led  captive  by  him  at  his  will, 
ye^  now  folemnly  renounce  all  fubje£lion  to  him,  and 
hearken  no  more  to  his  fuggeftions  and  temptations, 
let  God  alone  have  the  throne.  (2.)  Renounce  the 
world,  be  no  more  a  Have  to  it  as  you  have  been  ;  fct 
your  heart  no  longer  on  its  profits  and  pleafures,  as 
your  portion  and  inheritance  \  but  make  God  your 
treafure.  (3.)  Renounce  the  flcfh  \  however  its  lulls 
have  been  beloved  by  you,  let  them  reign  no  more  in 
you  ;  but  condemn  them  to  be  crucified  as  the  murder- 
ers of  Chrift.  (4  )  Renounce  your  own  righteoufnefs 
in  point  of  juftitication  and  acceptance  with  God,  and 
folemnly  dilciaim  all  trud  and  confidence  in  your  own 
duties  and  performances* 

2.  Acceptation.  Heartily  aim  to  make  choice,  and 
accept  of  God  in  Chrift,  as. your  foul's  portion  and  in- 
heritance, PfaU  Ixxiii.  25.    But  obferve,  how  God  is 

to 
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to  be  chofen»  only  in  and  through  Chrift  the  Mediator ; 
for  **  out  of  Chrift  h<;  is  a  confuming  fire ;"  dierefore 
accept  of  preciouB  Chrift  as  your  guide  and  way  to  the 
Father^  and  of  his  fatisfaAton  and  merits,  as  the  ran* 
fom  for  delirering  you  from  wrath.  Accept  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  as  your  fanfiifier,  quickeneir,  and  comfort- 
er ;  and  heartily  acquicfce  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
gofpei^mediod  of  fahration  through  Gbrift,  aa  **  well- 
ordered  in  all  things. 

3.  Dedkatk$h  As  Ood  gitei  himrdf  wlioUy  to  you, . 
fo  do  you  dedicate  and  give  up  yourfelves,  and  all  that 
yott  haTCi  wholly  and  unrdenredly  to  God,  a  Chton. 
txx.  8*  Qitt  op  your  fouls,  with  all  their  powers 
and  faculties  j  your  bodies,  with  all  thoir  fenfts  and 
members }  and  all  your  enjoyments,  temporal  and  fpi- 
fituai,  to  be  employed  for  God  and  his  honour,  and  to 
be  entirely  difpofed  Af  for  his  iervtce  and  glory* 

4.  SeUmn  Hf^apmihu  Tou  muft  vefolre  and  en- 
gage, in  the  ^<  ftrength  Qf  Chrtft  our  Surety,**  to  lite 
wholly  to  your  covenanted  God,  and  walk  with  him^  in 
newnefs  of  life,  perform  every  datv  be  commahdi,  fuf- 
fer  patiently  what  he  inHias,  wattn  agadnft  every  &i  he 
forbids,  and  manfnlly  fight  againft  his  eneMMes*  Thus 
be  ^ming  at  your  duty,  and  lay  yourfelves  in  the  Spi- 
rit's way,  and  who  knows  but  God  will  pity  and  help 
you,  honeftly  to  take  hold  of  his  covenant,  and  alfo 
himfdf  fay  Amn  to  the  bargain.  The  Lord  bleft  likt 
word*    Amen* 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    XV. 

ji  Preparation  Sermon  htfore  the  Communion. 

The  right  Improveinent  of  the  day  of  Grace. 

Hcb.  III.  7.  8.  Wberffire^  as  the  Holy  Gbqflfaitb^  to-day 
if  ye  will  bear  bis  voice f  harden  not  your  hearts  at  in  the 
provocation^  &c* 

TN  this  chapter,  the  apoftle  doth  difplay  fomethingof 
JL  the  Mediator's  glory  and  excellency ;  he  {hews, 
that  he  is  far  preferable  to  Mofesi  as  much  as  the  buil« 
der  .of  the  houfe  is  greater  than  the  houfe  \  and  that  be 
alone  is  the  eternal  Son  of  God^.^he  great  prophet  and 
teacher  of  his  church.  And  having  laid  down  fevcral 
propoCtions  to  this  purpofe^  he  comes  to  draw  an  infe- 
rence from  them  in  the  words  of  my  text,  Wherefore^ 
&c-  As  if  he  had  faid,^  feeing  Chrift  is  the  chief  apoftle 
.  and  prophet  of  his  church,  a  teacher  fent  from  God  to 
inftru£b  the  world  \  it  is  therefore  our  indifpenfible  du« 
ty  to  hear  his  voice,  comply  with  his  counfels,  and  that 
without  delay  \  and  this  exhortation  the  apoiUe 
ftrengthens  with  that  of  David,  Pfal.  xcv.  7. 

In  the  words  we  have,  i.  The  illative  particle 
Wherefore^  which  denotes  the  dedudtion  of  the  enfuing 
exhortation  from  the  preceding  difcourfe.  2.  We 
have  the  authority  which  the  apoftle  cites  for  his  exhor- 
tation, even  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  of  old  fpak^ 
I  by  David,  Pfal.  xcv.  and  now  fpeaketh  by  him  in  the 
text.  3*  In  the  exhortation,  we  have  a  duty  required 
of  us,  viz.  hearing  of  Chrift's  voice.  Hear  his  voice  \  not 
the  voice  of  a  mere  man,  not  the  voice  of  an  apoftle  or 
angel,  but  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  that  gloriour  am- 
baSador  of  heaven,  who  was  fent  to  die  world  for  ad- 
vancing a  treaty  of  peacjc  \  his  voice  we  are  to  hear, 

his 
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liU  inftrudions  atod  calls  we.  are  to  comply  with*  4. 
We  have  the  ctrcumftance  of  time,  and  fpecial  feafon 
when  this  duty  t8  to  be  done»  and  that  is  prefently,  tO' 
day^  or  in  this  fofemn  day  of  grace.  5.  We  have, 
in  the  folbwing  verfe,  a  cautionary  dtre£lton  to  all 
that  fit  under  the  gofpel,  to  beware  of  hardening  their 
hearts,  or  (lopping  their  ears  againft  Chrift's  calls,  as 
the  obftinate' and  hard-hdsMrted  Jewadid  in  the  wilder- 
nefs. 

DocT«  L  ^*  That  the  coofideratioa  of  the  .authority  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  fpeaking  in  the  foriptitrc,ihottld  mights 
ily  enforce  upon  us  the-  duties  there  exhorted^"  We 
ihottld  confider  wbofe  authority  we  defpifib,  when  we 
flight  the  offirrs,  calls,  aod  duties  prefled  in  the  g«fpei» 
even  that  of  the  Holy  Gfaoft  \  and  it  is  a  fearful  thing 
to  fin  againft  the  Holy  Crhoft. 

DocT.  IL  "  That  the  voice  which  we  -  are  called  to 
hear  in  and  by  the  gofpel,  is  Ohrift^s  voice ;  it  is  not 
the  voice  of  a  man  like  ourfelves,  but  the  voice  of  tfa^ 
Son  of  God,  and  therefore  (bould  be  awfully  regarded." 
But  the  d6£kriiie*whfch  I  intend  to  handle  at  this  timet 
ihali  be  drawn  chiefly  from  tbe  feafon  of  preflmg  this 
duty.  .  ' 

DocT.  III.  *^  That  ail  wha  fit  under,  the  gofpel, 
'  (hoiild  be  careful  to*  improve  the  feafens  of  grace,  and 
oppbftunities  of  bearing  Chrift's  voice»  which  God  at 
lows  them."  • 

In  handling  this  dodrine,  I  (ball  Oiew, 

I.  What  is  implied  in  hearing  of  Chrift's  voice  in  the 
gofpel. 

JL  That  there  are  fome  fpecial  feafons  for. hearing  of 
Chrift- s  voice,  and  what  thefe  are. 

III.  How  we  ought  to  improve  thefe  feafons. 

IV.  Reafons  why  wc/fliould  carefully  improve  them. 

V.  I  (hall  apply  the  whole. 

L  As  to  the  Firfi^  What  is  imported  in  hearing  of 
Chrift's  voice  in  the  gofpel.  I  fhall  net  infift  on  what 
is  prefuppofed  in  it,  viz.  That  our  ears  are  naturally 
ftopped  againil  Chjrift  ^  and  it  is  only  a  work  of  bis 
power  on  the  foul  that  can  open  them  ;  but  fliew  what 
it  dir^iy  implies, 

I.  This 
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z.  Thla  heatmg  dotb  iroport,  out  beKewiag  the  jneofd 
to  be-  Chrift^s  voice,  and  not  the  voice  of  rem.  As 
loop:  as  we  regard' what  we  hear^  only  a6  the  Toice  of  a 
mifiiftery  ot  man  like  outfehresy  ft  will  sever  humUe 
lis,  nor  prevail  witkourftubborn  hearts ;  hnt  w^hen  we 
begin  to  take  it  up  as  the  voice  of  God,  orChrift  {peak 
ing  to  us  from  heaven,  then  the  foul  doth  hraidreii, 
oonGder,  and  obey.  Till  Samuel  knew  that  it  was  the 
Lord^s  voice  fpeaking  to  him,  i  Sam.  i.  he  ftill  took 
the  wfon^  courfe :  he  went  to  Eli,  whea  he  (hould 
fcave  hearkened  to  God. 

2*  A  clofe  ind.ferious  attention  of  die  mind  to  what 
we  bear*  The  foul  that  heart  Chrift's  voice  ftop»  bi^ 
career  in  pur&ing  (in  and  the  woiid^  which  always 
fnakb&a  buizii^  noife. about  his  eaii;  and  applies  his 
ear  to  hear  what  Chrift  fetih'i  tvme  attenthre  to^  and 
feriCtts  abo«t  the  things  of  eternity. 

'3»  The  application  of  what  Cturift  faith  unto  u«  in 
partieulair  3  As  if  Chrift  fpoke  to  u»  by  name  and  lir- 
same,  and  faid  to  us,  as  Nathan  did  to  Da^y  <*  Thou 
lift  the  mMi.^  We  commonly  nerleft  what  C^rifftfiiith 
}iy  his  wovil,  by  putting  it  by  ourfelves  to  odiet a  *,  bat 
we  hear  him  aright  when  we  bring  what  he  faith  cloib 
borne  to  our  own  hearts  and  confcienccs,  atid  (ky,  ^*  It 
is  to  me  this  word  is  dire^ed  ;  it  is  me  that  Chniftin- 
tends,  it  is  I  th^t  the  bw  condemns,  and  that  joftfce 
threatens.  I  am  the  guilty  (inner  that  have  Ihut  out 
Chrift,  and  preferred  mry  lufts  to  him,  and  yet  he  now 
pitits  tne,  and  calls  mc^  to  open  to  him." 

4.  A  thorough  conviction  of  the  neceflity  and  ad» 
vantage  of  yielding  to  Qurift's  calls  5  O  faith  the  foul, 
long  hath  my  Saviour  knodced,  faying,  **  Open  to  mei 
^rife  and  come  away,''  and  yet  I  have  fit  ftill,  and  given 
him  a  deaf  ear  >-and  now  I  am  loft,  undone,  and  con- 
demned in  my  prefent  cafe  >  if  death  knock  before  I 
open  to  Chiift,  1  can  kok  for  nothing  but  the  bottom- 
iefs  pit  to  open  and  fwaiiow  me  up  for  ever.  But  if  I 
"^  VDen  to  Chrift,  I  am  happy,  and  put  of  tht  reach  of 

/^ath  for  ever. 

5.  It  imports  the   (bul's  cordial  complying  with 
Chriil's  calls^^and  confenting  to  receive  and  embrace 

him 


iHm  f9  he  n^Svfti  va  |ke  j|^fp€l  \  that  b  to  fty,  %%  % 
pvopbf  1 1&  t!e»ch  US,  a  prieft  to  atone  for  us«  and  a  ktai; 
ta  rule  V9*  The  man  that  heava  Chrift's  roice»  goes  ia 
heartily  imth  the  goffiel  d>ethod  of  faivation^  acqaiefcet 
in  that  noble  eonuivance  of  grace,  is  well  content  to 
he  juftiified  %  Chriil's  righteoufnefs^  to  be  taught  at 
GhrMl'«  fchooly  anH  governed  by  his  laws. 

Hi  Thtfiipnd  thing  to  be  difcouifed  is,  That  thcie 
are  fome  fpecial  feafone  for  hearing  Chri(l'sYotce,  that 
9)0ttld  be  caicfully  improven  \  and  what  thefe  aie^ 
There  are  fome  advantageous  opportune  feafoos  of 
grace*  wbsetiB  God  is  ready  to  receive  and  emertaia 
«ft,  which  are  called  in  fcrfpteirc  ♦^  an  accepted  rime, 
aaKtdayof  falfation"  a-Car»  vi.  a.  an  accepted  iimi^ 
u  e.  a  time,  well  i^eafing.  to  God.  A  daf  of  fcJ^a^ni 
i,  c.  a  day  wherein  the  improvcra  uf  it  may  get  falva* 
tion*  begun  in  parciauing.  and  faD£|ifyipg  grace ;  atni. 
eternal  ialratioo  completed  in  he^veci,  made  fure  to 
thequ.  Now fuah  times  andfeafons iho^ld be ^amultf 
managed,  that  tl^  be  not  loft,  ^  alas !  they  anr  \om 
Qiany^    1  fraU  mentioo  fome.of  tbefe  fea/bns*     ^ 

L  Tht  pre/cnttif^f  when  yoi»  have  the  gafpeibrdw 
nances,  and  h^th  and  ftrength  to  attend. them :  That 
is  a  feafim  carefnUy  ta  be  impfoiren;  avd  hence  ite 
Spirit  of  Ood  (kith  fa  frequently!  yea^  no  left  thaa^ 
three  tintes  in  this  3d  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hca) 
btews.  To-day^  to^day^  t9  dajy  God  cries  to  you,  Tojsf 
bear.jnyvokei  but  fatan  fays  fio  you,  To  msrrew '\%  tvamr 
enough,  fiat  furely,  (God's  feafon  is  the  bed  O  fin^ 
ner  !  to-day  thou  art  in  heahh,  to-morrow  thou  mayeft 
be  in  Gcknefs  ;  To  day  thou  art  living,  to«nia|i'ow 
thou  mayeft  be  .dying  \  To-day  thou  art  on  earth, 
to  mojrrbw  thou  mayeil  be  in  hell  :  To  day  Chiift 
is  fmiling  and  inviting  you  to  come  qnto  him,  but 
to'morrow  be  may  be  ffowningi  and  fentenctng  you 
to  depart  from  him»  never  to  return  again.  And 
flioijld  not  the  prcfent  time,  then,  when  you  enjoy  or- 
dinances, and  health  to  attend  them,  be  duly  impro* 
ven  i 

U.  The  time  of  youth  is  a  fpecial  feafon  of  grace, 
JEccJ.  xii.  1.  "  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the;,  days 
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rfthy  youth  i"  O  yoHtig  folk;  this  is  an  accepted  time, 
^A  a  day  of  f&ltation  :  (t  is  a  moft  advantageotis  op^ 
portanlty  for  hearkening  to  Chrift's  voice;  for,  i.  Now 
'the  heart  is  more  tender,  and  the  will  more  t>liabie  than 
afterwiards  :  Now  the  heart  is  fooneraffeded-and  melteid 
for  fin,  than  afterwards;  for  old  age  turns  (lifFandinflesf* 
ibie»  The  branches  of  a  young  tree  will  bow,  and  trai» 
ftp  any  ^ay,  but  when  old,  they  will  not  ply.  f£,  N^w 
yott  have  not  fuch  fins  to  burden  the  confcience,  hardim 
the  heart,,  afed  hirider  you  from  coming  to-  Chri$t,-'aft 
^toti  will  have  afterwards ►  3.  Now  your  jmiiids  aixd 
"thoQght^  are  more  free  of  cares  and  anxieties  abblt6 
the  world,  than  they  will  be  afterwards  :  and  fo  more 
fit  for  cfcfing  and  tranfaftthg  With  Chfiftin  the  gofpeK' 
4t  \t  is  a  feafori  that  God  cfpedally  regards.  Un-- 
dev  the^law,  he  required  the  firft  fraits  as  his  portion,^ 
snd  wottld  have  all  the  facrifiiJes  that  were  offered. t0' 
brfn,  td  be  young,  and  in  their  ftrength,  Eicod.  acxiii* 
rjr*  Lev.  ii*  14*  And  ftill  he  loves  the  feafon  of 
yoDth,  and  femembers  the  kindnefs  of  youth  long  af* 
terward,  £ccl.  xii.  i.  Jer.  ii.  2,  3.  T|ie  h^ourning^ 
prayings  and  prat(ing  of  yotin^  folk,  is  the  moft  mclo- 
cSons  irafic  ift  God's  ears:  Wherefore,  ktthepred^ 
ooSi  feafon  of  youth  hfe  diligently  improven.  Areibere 
not  fome  young  cotnmunicf^nts  here  ?  O  !  improve  this 
day  of  falvation,  a  time  of  youth  is  the  mod  ufual  feo* 
Ion  of  converfion,  and  a«)ttaintance  with  Chrift.  If 
you  lookthroBgh  the  land,  among  the  people  of  Qod, 
you  will  perhaps  find  fcarce  one  «f  a  hundred,  biit  wHl 
date  his  converBon,  and  firft  clo^ng  with  Chrift,  from 
the  tirne  of  youth.  If  a  tree  do  not  bud  oi  bloflbm^ 
when  young,  it  is  a  Hgn  that  it  is  barren,  and  will  not 
bear  at  all  afterwards.  O  then  !  now  in  the  days  of 
youth  lay  a  fare  foundation- (lone  ;  take  heed  to  your 
Arft  communicating  >  ftrive  for  heart  fincerity  in  hcir- 
ipg  Chrid's  voice,  clofing  with  the  gofpel- offer,  and  co* 
venanting  with  Gtod. 

IIL  h  feafon  when  people  enjoy  plenty  and  purity 
of  gpfpel  ordinances  with  peace  and  fafety,  ought  care- 
fully to  be  improven.  And  now  ye  have  fuch  a  feafon^ 
you  have  plenty  of  minifters,  plenty  of  fermons,  facra^ 
flientb,  folemn  calls,  free  offers,  faithful  warnings*  ear- 
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fieft  intreattesy  and  powerM  perfaaCons,  and  none  t^ 
make  you  afraid.  It  is  prophefied  of  the  gofpel  cimes^ 
Pfal.  Ixviii  II.  That  <^  the  Lord  (hall  give  the  word* 
and  great  fhall  be  the  company  of  them  that  publiih  it.* 
Now  you  have  many  faithful  labourers  \  in  every  pa* 
riih  you  hawr  fuch  as  publifh  the  word,  and  preach  the 
glad  tidiDgs  of  reconcUiatipn :  Many  a  time  have  you 
Chrift  crucified  fet  forth  befoie  your  eyes  in  the  Lord^s 
{upper ;  and  agaiR>  the  Lord  is  to  give  you  in  this  place 
a  new  occailon  for  it.  Thefe  are  precious  feafons« 
which  our  fathers  fometimes  would  have  prized  at « 
high  rate  ;  when  they  were  put  to  feck  their  fpirituai 
bread  with  the  peril  of  their  lives,  **  becaufe  of  the 
fword  in  the  wildercefs/'  The  Lord  ,hath  piade  his 
arm  bare  in  behalf  of  the  gofpel :  He  hath  difabled  its 
enemies,  fettled  the  ark  in  its  place,  and  dill  continues 
plenty  c^  pure  ordinances,  maugre  all  the  contrivances 
and  attempts  of  enemies  for  their  oppreiTton.  O  !  for 
hearts  to  value  and  improve  fuch  precious  oppoftuai- 
ties. 

IV.  A  time  when  God  gives,  a  people  providential 
warnings,  to  awaken  and  excite  them  to  attend  his 
word  and  ordinances,  is  a  fealbn  to  be  improven.  God 
hath  oft  threatened  us  with  a  bloody  fword  \  and  now 
he  is  threatening  u«  with  the  approaching  of  the  pefli^ 
lence  \  that  wafting  ftroke  that  lays  heaps  upon  heaps, 
awakes  death  to  ride  in  triumph  thro'  the  ftreets.  Map 
ny  warnings  of  appioaching  judgments  have  we  foj-mer- 
ly  mifimproven ;  and  therefore,  God  may  coaie  upon 
us  unawares,  and  furprlfe  u&  with  his  j  udgmchts  with- 
out warning.  Well,  while  God  is  taking  pains  on  us, 
and  giving  us  warning  at  a  diftance,  let  us  improve  the 
feafon,  by  hearkening  to  Chrift^s  voice  in  the  gofpeL 
••  Let  us  be  moved  with  fear,  (like  Noah)  and  provide 
an  ark  for  the  faving  of  our  fouls,*'  befure  the  flood  of 
wrath  approach.  Nay,  blefled  be  God,  the  ark  is  pre- 
pared  to  our  hand,  and  there  is  a  window  opened  ii> 
the  fide  thereof  for  our  entrance :  let  us  take  the  wings 
of  faithf  and  fly  thither  without  delay. 

V.  A  time  when  i^^nnuard  w$rkings  of  the  Spirit 
en  the  confcience,  concu|^with  the  external  difpenfa- 
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tion  (^f  the  Word  and  r^ctament^,  is  tt  fpeciai  feafon  to 
be  improvef).  It  is  then,  that  a  great  and  effe^^ual 
door  is  opened  both  to  minifters  and  people.  Paul  had 
this  door  opened  to  him  at  Ephefus,  annongft  many  ad- 
yerfaries,  1  Cor.  xvi  94  Oh  if  it  were  fo  with  us,  we 
needed  not  fear  all  that  advarfaties  can  do  againft  the 
gofpeL  But  we  have  it  to  regret,  that  though  God 
bath  outwardly  reftrained  adterfaries,  yet  a  **  great  and 
effc'£tual  door"  is  not  opened  to  us :  Still  the  door  is 
ffrait  both  for  minifters  and  people :  God'fr  Spirit  is 
gr<^at]y  reftrained  in  our  day.  If  it  be  aiked,  When  is 
it  that  a  wide  or  effectual  dodr  is  opened  ?  An/.  It  is 
only  when  the  Spirit  of  God  is  poured  out  in  a  plentt- 
ful  way,  both  on  minifters  and  people.  When  God's 
Spirit  was  thus  poured  out  after  Chrift's  afcenfion,  then 
both  the  graces  and  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  were  con»- 
municated  in  a  plentiful  meafure.  Then  minifters  had 
great  light  of  knowledge  and  underftanding,  as  well  as 
the  heat  of  seal  and  love*  It  was  eafy  for  them  to  fto- 
dy  and  preach,  they  had  clear  uptakings  of  the  matters 
of  God,  and  a  great  readinefs  and  liberty  of  etprei&on. 
Hieir  hearts  were  enlarged,  theif  minds  enlightened^ 
their  memories  were  ftrengthened,  and  they  had  a  door 
of  utterance  opened,  i.  e.  a  great  facility  in  declaring  of 
their  minds ;  they  were  no  way  ftraitened  for  proper 
matter  or  fit  words ;  their  hearts  indited  eodly  tnings, 
and  their  tongues  were  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer. 
Thus  it  is  ftill)  when  the  fpirit  of  God  is  remarkably 
poured  out :  then  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  botn 
pleafant  and  powerful  \  minifters  hearts  are  warmed,  and 
peoples  hearts  are  melted^,  minifters  mouths  are  opened^ 
and  peoples  appetites  enlarged.  There  is  fach  a  thing 
as  the  Spirit  of  God  his  ftriving  with  the  hearts  and 
confciences  of  hearers,  in  and  by  the  word,  Gen.  vi.  3. 
And  when  he  thus  ftrives,  it  makes  an  effefiual  door, 
and  a  fpeciai  feafen  of  falvation.  When  the  Spirit 
moves  the  waters  of  the  fanduary,  people  fliould  not 
negle^i  then  to  ftep  in,  and  be  healed  Take  heed  you 
do  not  flight  the  ftrivings  of  God's  Spirit  with  you  in 
any  meafure,  left  you  provoke  God  to  pafs  fuch  a  dread- 
ful fentence  againft  you,  asithat  Gen.  vi.  3.  ''  My  fpi- 
rit 
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fit  fliall^iio  lofliffcr  ftriire  with  you."  And  if  fou  lofe 
tke  precsoiis  feafen  of  the  Spirit's  ftriviDgi  you  perhaps 
Iv31  n^er  fcoover  ic  aetin. 

J^^i  Whtfii  ie  if  that  ihc  Spirit  of  God  ftmet  with 
-finncrs,  in  and  by  the  gofpei  ? 

Anf^  f  •  When  be  opens  tiie  eyes*  and  ^^^%  the  man 
n  difcovery  of  his  finful  and  mifv^rabie  ftateby  naCKTe, 
Sipd.of  the  evil,  heinoufoefsi  .and  danger  of  his  fins; 
and  fo  xifett  and  fattens  eonvi£boa  on  the  heart  and 
conlckacey  that  the  arrows  of  the  threateningft  Aa  fttck^ 
juid  the  man  is  bnnight  to  thoughtfidneis  and  anxiety 
ataDut  his  future  ftate  (  and  hence  is  made  t»  cry^ 
»  What  fliaJl  1  do  to  be  fa¥ed  e''  O  i  that  i«  a  feafoii 
which  ought  to  be  .oHrefoily  improven. 

2.  The  Spirit  drives,  1>y  malanff  a  man  wholly  dif- 
fatisfied  with  his  prefent  ftate,  and  all  his  earthly  en- 
joyments,  as  long  as  he  is  in  the  dark  about  his  feulfa 
•Cftlvaiioft*  Though  he  may  be  to  outward  profperity, 
he  fay%  **  Ail  thefe  things  aTail  me  nothing,**  white  I 
am  ready  to  be  fwaliowed  Qp  by  the  wrath  bif  God  for 
fin ;  fordy  there  is  no  livtag»  no  abiding  in  this  ftate 
I  am  in.  I  am  fhut  up  In  the  prilbn  of  unbelief,  and 
afae  hoiife  ia  ali  on^fe  aiiout  my  ears,  I  muft  bresdc  the 
prifoa,  and  floake  my  e<cape»  otherwife  I  am  mndonelaf 
ever. 

.  3*  By  making  the  man  defpair  of  help  tad  detftrer-^ 
sRiee  by  any  thing  in  himfelf.  Oh|  &ith  he,  I  am  a 
poor,  miferable,  helplcis  oreatuxe  I  Neither  my  dotage 
aior  fuffering)  can  ^ce  me  from  wrath.  I  know  no 
comrfe,  no  contrivance  of  my  own,  that  can  reliiBve  mc^ 
My  relief  muft  certainly  come  from  another  airth^  for 
I  can  never  work  it  for  myfelf . 

4*  By  humbling  the  man  ix>  the  dui^^  fin^  partico* 
lariy  for  mtfpendiitg  time,  negk£Ung  pvayer^  mi6iii- 
proving  £ermons^  ptofaniag  fabbaths  aad  facrameoiii  ' 
&c.  O  i  fays  he,  is  there  any  ereatupe  more  file  than 
I  ?  Sundy  thofe  is  do  toad  more  loathfome,  no  caivion 
more  ctfenfirci  no  puddle  more  unclean,  than  my  foal 
befbtfc  Gpd.  Can  ever  the  ^tm^^  of  mercy  open  toem-* 
brace  fuch  a  monftev  of  tin  as  I  have  been  ?  This*  ia 
a  choice  feafon,  which  (hould  be  well  improven* 

Vol..  ilL  A  a  s-  ISy 
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5.  By  gmng  fome  light  into  the  undetftanding,  Con- 
cerning the  remedy  provided  for  loft  finncrs.  The 
foul  begins,  by  the  word,  to  difcover  fomething  of  the 
fulneb  and  abiPity  of  Chrift>  as  a  Savioar,  fo'that  it  13 
made  to  think  there  is  hope  in  Ifrael  concerning  this 
matter :  My  cafe,  fays  the  finner,  is  not  fo  bad  as  the 
devils,  for  whom  no  remedy  was  ever  provided. 

6.  By  working  fome  purpofes  and  inclinations  in^e 
will  toward  the  offered  remedy ;  fo  that  the  foul  makes 
its  aims  at  Chrift  :  Yea,  is  content  to  take  any  courfe 
for  an  intereft  in  him.  And  therefore  fays  oft  with 
Paul,  AQts  ix.  6.  ''  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do  ?'•  What  method  fhall  I  take  to  «  be  found  in  Chrift, 
not  having  my  own  rigliteoufnefs  i" 

7.  By  determining  the  foul  to  a  confcientious  and 
diligent  ufe  of  the  means,  for  getting  Chrift,  and  faiva- 
tion  through  him. 

8.  By  making  a  ftir  and  commotion  aipong  the  af- 
fedions,  and  exciting  eameft  and  paiBonate  defires  after 
Chrift  and  falvation  through  him  :  So  that  the  foul  is 
made  to  fay,  *'  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  ! 
O  !  when  wilt  thou  eome  unto  me  ?^  I  will  fpare  no 
pains  to  get  a  meeting  with  him,  I  will  feek  him  thn>' 
the  ftreets  and  broad  ways,  and  all  the  lanes  of  the  city, 
crying,  *'  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  loveth  ?*' 

Now,  when  the  Spirit  ftrives  with  any  of  you,  in  any 
meafure,  it  is  a  precious  ieafon  of  grace,  that  fliould  be 
carefully  obferved  and  improven. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  my  general  method,  is,  to 
ihew  how  thefe  feafons  of  grace  ought  to  be  improven 
by  us. 

I  •  By  highly  valuing  and  admiring  the  diftinguifliing 
gobdnels  Of  God,  in  affording  us  fuch  days  of  grace* 
and  falvation.  He  deals  not  fo  with  other  nations  : 
Jews,  Pagans,  Mahcmetisns,  and  Papifts,  have  not  the 
gofpel-light  and  offers  of  grace  which  you  have.  Be 
Siankful  to  God,  efpecially  you  that  have  more  fpecial 
and  remarkable  feafons  beyond  others :  You  that  have 
health  and  ftrength,  and  youth  on  your  (ide ;  you  that 
have  the  Spirit  of  God  ftriving  with  you  in  the  ordi- 
nancesj  your  eyes  opened,  hearts  melted,  confciences 

awakened, 
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awaketied,  affe&toas  moved ;  O  blefs  God  for  his  dif« 
tifigttiChing  mercies. 

..  a.  By  believing  frrtnly  what  Chrift  fiith  to  you  by 
the'  word,  and  attending  carefully  to  it.  Why  ?  It  is; 
the  word  of  the  living.  God*  more  true»  certain,  and  im- 
moveable, than  the  foundations  of  the  earth  :  Nay,  hea« 
vea  and  jearth  will  both  Iboner  pafs  away,  than  one  jot 
or  one  tittle  of  bis  word  fall  to  the  ground.  Let  your 
ears  then  bcftopped  agaioft  all  the  calls  and  felicitations 
of  fin,  fatan,  and  the  wotld  \  and  open  only  to  prect*' 
Qus  Chrift,  £iying  with  the  FCilmift,  ^*  I  will  hear  what 
God  the  Lord  will  ^ak." 

3 .  By  applying*clofely  to  yourfelves  what  Chriil  faith, 
and  meditating  :on  it  aft/srwards.  When  you  hear  any 
Ga  threatened  you  ate  guilty  .of,  or  any  duty  preffed 
that  you  negle^ ;  hying  that  word  elofe  home  to  your 
hearts,  and  fay,.  This  word  is  to  me,  let  me  not  forget 
it«>  O  let.  it  abide  with  me  when  I  go  home,  when  I 
eat  and  drink,  when  I  iy  4own  and  rife  up,  when  I  go 
out  an|^  come  in»  StUl  think,  you  hear  Chrift's  word 
{oundirig  in  your  <$aii,  and  that  you  hear  him  crying, 
"  Awake  thou  that  fle^pcft^  arife  from  the  dead,  and 
Chrift  &ali  give  thee .  light.''  Open  the  door  of  thy 
heart,^  and  let  me  in.  "  Rife  up,  my  love,  my  f»r  one, 
and  come  away."  Why  do  you  weary  my  patience, 
^nd  let  me  ftaad  fo  long  negledied,  *<  till  my  head  is 
wet  with  the  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the  drops  of  the 
night?" 

4«  By  labouring  to  give  kindly  entertainment  to  the 
word,  and  the  motions  of  Chrift's  Spirit  on  thy  foul, 
prefently  ftriking  in  with  convidion,  fubmitting  to  re« 
^toofsi  and  hearkening  to  his  counfels,  faying  with  Sa* 
muel,  *'  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fervant  heareth."  Say 
.  not  to  the  Spirit's  motions  and  ftrivings  with  thee,  as 
Felix  did  to  Paul,  **  Go  thy  way  for  this  time,  aiHi 
when  I  have  a  convenient  feafon,  i  will  call  for  thee. 
No,  no,  but  forthwith  give,ear,  yield  and  comply  with 
the  Spirit's  ftrivings,  and  Chrift's  voice  :  Be  content 
immediately  to  have  thy  fores  launced,  and  thy  wounds 
fearched  to  the  bottom  \  and  when,  conviftion  and  fouU 
trouble  for  fin  is  begun,  go  not  to  ftifle  or  quench  it, 
A  a  a  or 
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or  {eek  haftily  t^  pttick  GodVatrowi  out  of  thy  gooai 
fcicnce;  but  chcrilh  and  entertain  the  work  of  Cod's 
Spirity  by  meditating  on  thy  fih^  confideritig  thy  k>(t 
fcttate  by  nature,  thy  infufficiency  to  help  thyfeilf^  tcN 
gether  with  the  cxcellenrcy  and  Xuitableiie&  6f  the  reaxe* 
5y  which  God  has  prbtided^ 

5.  By  frequent  and  fcrvetit  application  to  the .thso4se 
of  grace,  begging^^fov  Cbrifl's  fake^  tha^  God  may  both 
begin  and  finifb  his.  work  in  the  fduk  ilcknowledge 
that  you  are  able  of  ydurfelvei  to  do'ii6thinf,  arid  that 
it  is  by  Ms  gracA  <}nly  you  6aft  be  fared* i  add  when  he 
begins  by  conviAion,  be  thankful  to  him,  and  intreav 
that  thjefe  fparkFf  krndkd  by  the  breath  of  God^  may 
.  not  be  fmothered^  but  Uowa  up.  into  a  fiame^v  And 
flitl  remember  that  the  ivork  ta  OoctfS)  thoicgb  it  be 
your  duty  to  he  caftiug  on  fuel  by  prayer  and  iiMrdira- 
tion ;  yet  the  fparks  that  kindle  the  firb  may  ^orno  b»xa^ 
God's  alt2^r ;»  the  breith  that  b}o«r»  it  monies  firom^  hea« 
veil*  Pray  therefore,  diat  the  ikft-moif  odiise  ^t^wtif 
^ven  a  liVecoai  from  the  akat|  aad  thacli«aven^s  wind 
may  blow  on  thyficmt.  Cry  witb'the  fpotife»  **  A^* 
wake»  O  north*  wind,  and  cdime,  thoufetffh,  btow  upoft 
my  garden,  that  dlie  fpi^es  thereof  may  dotr  out*^  Let 
Ht^  north  wiuda  of  the  law  come,  and  cOfivinoe^  antf 
awaken ;  and  ttiw  foud^  winds  ti  the  gofpel^  c^mei  and 
refirefby  and  Comfort.  Be  earo^ft^  O  convinced  fmneri 
in  deprecatmg  God's  taking  away  his  Sfmrit  from  you ; 
make  it  a  part  of  your  daily  prayer,  to  cry  with  the 
Ffalmift,  Pfal.  Hi  ii*  <^  Lor<^  take  rtot  thy  holy  Spirit 
frpm  me."  Lord  forbid  the  sew  ereature  be  ftifled  in 
the  womb.  O  do  thou  quicken  and  preferve  it.  Let 
thefe  conridions  terminate  in  my  converfion  here,  and 
fakation  hereafter^  Lord^  thou  aft  a  rock,  thy  wotH 
is  perfe£^ :  haft  thou  begun^  and  wilt  thou  not  alfo 
make  an  end  ?  O  \  fuffer  not  thefe  tender  fruits  io  be 
pipped  in  the  bud,  6r  blafted  in  the  Uoffom,  either  by 
fatan's  ffoft-^^vinds,  or  the  wevld^s  chilling  blafts :  Bur» 
O !  preferve  them  to  matuiityi  to  the  praife  and  glory 
pft^iy*  grace. 

ly*    The  nexi  thing  isy   the  reafons  of  the   doc- 
trine i 
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trhie :  why  we  (hookl  fa  c^cfully  iftiprovd  our  feafons 
of  gtacc. 

I..  Becaiife  God  looks  for  it»  atul  expe£^9  it  at  cut 
hand.  When  God  plants  Kxttb  in  his  vineyardf  water$ 
and  tikespains on  them,  he  looks  for  fruit  from  them, 
Luke  stti.  We  fee  ivbat  the  Lord  fays  of  Judah,  Ifa, 
f .  ly  1,  •*  My  well-beloved  (i.  c  Chrift)  hath  a  vine- 

Jard  (i.  c.  the  church  of  the  Jews)  in  a  very  fruitful 
ill:  (i.  e.  a  pood  foil,  furnifhed  with  all  pofTible  means 
tomake  it  fmltfu! :)  And  he  fenced  it,  (i.  e.  protected 
k  by  bis  providence,  from  the  incurfion  of  enemies)  he 
gathered  out  the  ftones  thereof,  (i<  e«  removed  out  of  it 
whatever  was  noxious  or  hurtfu)|  perhaps  the  idol-godt, 
put  thefe  out  df  the, land)  he  planted  it  With  the  choiceft 
vine :  (i.  e.  with  pure  ordinances,  txA  inflitutions  df 
.  worOiip,  good  government,  and  difcipline :)  He  built  a 
tower  in  the  midft  of  it,  (i.  c.  for  its  defence,  ?iz.  the 
ftrong  city  of  Jerufalem  tn  midft  of  the  land,  which  was 
bailt  as  a  city  compa£i  together,  whither  the  tribes  went 
lip  for  worihip.)  Alfo  he  made  a  wine-prefs  therein  j 
(k  e.  the  temple  and  altar  continually  running  with  the 
blood  of  the  facrificcs.)  Mow,  after  all,  it  is  faid,  "  He 
looked  that  it  (hould  bring  forth  grapefr,'^  which  dotk 
tiot  import  thit  God  was  uncertain  of  the  event ;  but 
denotes  what  is  juft  and  equal,  and  what  in  fuch  cafes 
oaght  to  be.  Surely  a  vineyard,  (b  attended  and  fur- 
fiffted,  ought  to  bring  forth  fruit,  anfwerable  to  all  the 
a3s  of  God'd  care  and  grace  towards  it. 

And  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  our  cafe,  God 
hath  been  at  fpecial  care  to  plant  a  vineyard  in  this 
land:  We  have  a  good  foil>  well  fenced,  the  ftones 
gatl.ered  out,  idolatry  and  fupcrftirion  removed,  a 
choice  vine  planted,  pure  ordinances  fet  up,  enemies 
difabled  that  laid  it  watte*  God  has  built  towers,  and 
made  wine  preffes  to  us,  viz.  tbe-facraments,  and  cfpe- 
eially  the  Lord's  fupper,  where  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
our  great  ficrifice,  doth  run  plentifully  to  us,  for  par- 
don, healing,  and  wafliing.  Now,  doth  not  God  look 
for  grapes  >  Is  it  not  julk  that  we  ftiould  bring  forrh 
fruity  anl'werible  to  all  thefe  privileges  ?  Alas !  for  the 
(uoft  part,  there  is  nothing  bat  wild  grapes  with  us ; 

little 
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littte  fiiitablc  fruk  of  our  folemn  communion-days; 

You  may  fee,  what  i?  the  refult  of  fruftrating  the  oi^ 
Tii>e  ^xpeftations,  Ifa.  v  5,  6.  Nothing^  bi^t  Mftfting, 
witheripp',  ruin,  and  defolation.  . .       ' 

2.  Becaufe  of  the  (hortnefs  and  uncertainty  pf  the 
feafon  of  grace :  None  can  tell  how  long  it  will  laft 
You  cannot  promife  it  wiU  continue  as  long  as  your  Uyea» 
(tho*  even  thefc  be  moft  uncertain.)  No ;  your.fpecis^ 
ftjafon  and  day  of  grace  may  end  this  very  day,* or  at 
this  communion- occcafion,  though  you  ihould  happen 
to  live  many  years  after  this.  U  i^  likely,  God  is  faying 
to  forac  hearing  me>  "  To  day  hearken  to  my  voice,  re* 
pent,,  and  clofe  with  Chrift  my  Son,  or  be  hencefortb 
hardened  and  undone  for  ever."  O  &nner,  this  night 
thy  day  of  grace  may  ceafc  j  God  may  this  day  cauC: 
fome  of  your  hearts  to  warm  by  the  word,  others  to 
tremble,  others  to  mourn,  others  to  purpofe  and  refolve. 
Well,  if  you  do  not  lay  hold  on^  and  improve  this  fea- 
fon,  and  hearken  to  Chrift's  voice,  you  may  never  g?jt 
the  like  occafion  again ;  nay,  even  though  you  ihcuid 
wi(h  fpr  it*  Chrilt  faith,  Luke  xvii.  22.  **  The.tiiiic 
(hall  come»  when  you  (hall  d^Hre  to  fee  one  of  the  days 
of  the  Son  of  man,  and  (hall  not  fee  it."  J'hh  may  be 
one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man  to  you  -,  for  now 
Cbriil'is  offering  himfeif,  and  preiling  falvation  on  yo% 
and  ftriving  by  his  Spirit  (I  hope)  with  fome  of  you. 
Well,  if  you  negledtoopen  your  hearts  to  Chrilt  thig  day, 
God  may  fet  a  fcal  on  them  to-morrpw,  that  they  (hall 
never  be  opened.  You  may  afterwards  defire  another  of 
fuch  days  as  this  ;  you  may  wi(h  for  one  of  the  offers  of 
that  Saviour,  for  one  drop  of  that  blood  you  flighted,  for 
one  knock  of  his  Spirit  at  the  door  of  your  heart,  which 
forn->erly  you  neglcdcd  ;  for  ond  of  his  motions  or  fir iv- 
ings  with  you  *,  2nd  yet  it  may  never  be  granted.  With 
fome  the  day  of  grace  is  longer,  with  others  (horter  i 
with  fome  it  ends  in  childhood,  with  others  it  ends  in 
youth ;  and  with  fome  few  it  lails  to  old  age  :  But,  O 
(inner  !  thou  kail  no  reafon  to  expe£t  the  continuance 
of  it  a  moment  after  this  day. 

3.  Becaufe  if  you  do  not  improve  your  day  of  grace, 
you  lofe  your  fouls.     You  may  compare  the  text  with 

vcrfe 
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verfe  nth  of  the  chapter v  "  becaufe  they  hardened 
their  hearts,  and  would  "not  hear  his  voice/'  in  their 
"day  of  grace,  it  is  fubjoined,  "  I  fware  in  my  wrath^ 
they  (hall  not  enter  into  my  reft/'  We  fee  the  fad  cafe 
Jerufalcm  was  in  when  they  loft  their  day  of  grace, 
Luke  xi)f.  41,  42.  **  When  he  was  near,  he  beheld  the 
cttyv  and  wept  over  it,  faying,  If  thou  hadft  known, 
even  thou,  at  lead  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  be- 
long unto  thy  peace  ;  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes.'*  Here  it  is  faid,  *•  Chrift  wept,"  (orig.  Eclaufe) 
which  denotes  a  weeping  with  lamentation.  **  He  wept 
bitterly,"  to  let  you  all  know  what  a  fad  and  deplorable 
thing  it  is,  for  a  people,  city,  or  perfon,  to  lofe  their  day 
of  grace.  The  words  he  ff  eaks  are  uttered  in  a  weep- 
ing ftrain*  Abrupt  exprcffiQns  come  now  and  then 
from  his  mouth ;  he  drops  now  a  word,  and  then  a 
tear  ;  be  would  fpeak,  but  his  .weeping,  ftops  his  voice, 
"  If  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou."  Thou  h  redupli- 
cate, or  twice  expreft,  "  Thou  even  thou."  As  if  he 
had  faid,  Thou  ancient  city,  the  city  of  David,  thou  feat 
of  the  temple,  and  of  the  facrifices :  **  O  if  thou  hadft 
known.**  Then  he  adds,  "  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day.** 
They  had  enjoyed  many  lefler  days  of  grace,  when  they 
had  faithful  prophets  dealing  with  them ;  thcfc  they 
perfecuted  and  defpifed,  and  fo  lo(i  thefe  days :  iJut 
thefe  were  but  lefler  days,  which  did  not  finally  deter- 
mine the  ftate  of  that  city  ;  for  they  were  to  have  ano- 
ther day,  which  is  here  called,  'Vthis  their  day,"  i;  e. 
the  day  wherein  the  Son  of  God  was  to  come  among 
them,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  them,  **  three  years  and 
a  half :"  That  was  a  fpecial  day  of  grace,  and  the  day 
that  determined  their  llatc;  for  fmce  they  did  not  im- 
prove it,  "  the  things  of  their  peace  were  hid  from  their 
eyes."  God  would  deal  no  more  with  them,  but  left 
them  to  deftrudtion.  O  (inner !  O  communicants  ! 
fo  will  it  fare  with  you,  if  you  let  your  day  of  grace  go 
over  \  Night  will  come  on,  wherein  none  can  work, 
you  will  {tumble  in  the  dark,  and  fail  headlong  into  the 
pit  for  ever. 

4.'   Becaufe  God  keeps  a  ftrifl:  account    of   every 
hour  and  minute  of  your  day  of  grace,  that  you  trifiv: 

away 
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away;  for  he  recVons  it  very  precious,  whatever  you 
diink  of  it.  When  God  lights  the  candle  of  tfae^ofpel, 
he  expeAs  you  (hould  work  by  it ;  and  he  wHl  not  fuffer 
this  precious  candle  to  burn  without  obfervation ;  nay,  he 
counts  every  hour  and  minute  it  burns,  and  erery  hour 
and  minute  his  Spirit  ftrives,  and' will  make  youreckott 
for  them  at  lail«  God  takes  not  Aich  ftrift  notice  of 
times  of  darknefa  and  ignorance;  for  it  is  faid^  he 
winks  at  finners  living  under  thern,  A£ls  xvii.  30.  i«  e. 
He  doth  not  fo  narrowly  mark  their  diligence ;  but 
when  h^  fends  times  of  light,  and  of  his  Spirit's  ftriving 
with  (inners,  he  will  not  wink  at  ont  hour  or"  minute^ 
but  exadly  fet  down  every  fermon  you  hear,  every  com* 
munion  you  fee,  every  call,  every  intreaty,  every  threats 
iixng,  every  reproof,  every  convidion  and  warning  you 
get;,  whether  by  ordinances  or  providences,  whedier 
by  confcience  or  by  his  Spirit.  And,  O  !  what  a  dread* 
ful  libel  will  thefe  make  up  againft  you  at  the  great 
day,  if  you  negle£t  your  day  of  grace* 

V.    APPLICATION- 

Ufe  I.  For  informaiion.  We  may  hcnee  fee,  that  it 
is  not  the  bare  enjoyment  of  the  gofpel,  and  coinoiti* 
nion  feafons  that  will  make  us  happy,  but  the  right 
Hnprovement  of  the  day  of  grace,  which  We  enjoy 
tlierein. 

Ufe  II.  For  lamentation.  We  may  hence  take  occa* 
fion  ta  bewail  the  fad  cafe  of  mmy  that  negle£^  and 
lofe  the  day  of  their  merciful^ viCtation*  It  is  faid,  Jer. 
viii.  7.  ,"  The  ftork  knoweth*her  appointed  times,  the 
turtle,  the  crane,  and  the  fwallow,  obferve  the  time  of 
their  coming,"  &c.  And  we  are  bid  go  learn  of  the 
ant,  Prov.  vi.  6.  "  that  provides  her  meat  in  fummer, 
and  gathers  her  food  In  harvcft/'  while  the  weather  is 
good  and  dry,  and  food  may  be  had.  So  that  we  fee 
the  brutes  and  fiily  infefks  obferve  their  feafons.  But, 
alas !  many  men  negled  and  forget  theirs ;'  they  let 
their  fummer  and  harvtft-d«ys  pafs,  without  making  any 
provision  for  eternity.  Oh  !  how  many  among  us  may 
take  up  that  (ad  lamentatipn,  Jeir.  viti.  20,   ^*'Oarhar^ 

.     veft 
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T^ft  is  pad:,'  OUT  fummer  is  ended,  and  we  are  not  fav^ 
cd  r  O  that  we  could  weep  over  many,  as  Chrift  did 
over  JerujEilein,  for  lofing  their  day  of  gtace  ! 

^efl.  ■  Who  are  thefe  that  thus  lofe  their  day  of 
grace  ?       ^ 

An/,  It  is  hard  to  be  very  particular  on  this  bead  ; 
I  (hall  only  give  fome  general  charaAer$  6f  fuch  per- 
fons. 

!•  Thofe  who  have  fat  many  yiears  under  pure  and 

towerful  ordinances,,  and  were  never  afFc^ed  thereby  \ 
ut  ftill  remain  dead  and  hardened  under  the  mod  a- 
wakening  calls  and  plained  reproofs.  Thefe  feem  to 
be  given  over  to  ruin,  Prov.  xxix.  I.  "He  that  being 
often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  (hall  be  fuddenly 
deftroyed,  and  that  without  remedy,* 

2.  Thofe  who  have  had  many  fecretmbtions  and  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  on  their  fouls,  to  no  effeft ;  many 
purpofes  and  refoluttons  to  goodV.and  all  evani(hed  ( 
many  of  the  Spirit's  ftrivings,  and  all  refided  :  Thefc 
are  likely  to  be  given  over,  Ezck.  xxiv.  13.  "  Becaufe 
I  have  purged  thee,  and  thou  waft  not  purged,  thou 
(hale  not  be  purged  from  thy  (ilthinefs  any  more,  till 
I  have  caufed  my  fury  to  re(l  upon  thee."  When  God's 
Spirit  offered  to  cleanfe  that  people  from  their  (in,  they, 
like  Lot's  wife,  ftill  hankered  after  it,  ahd  would  not 
part  therewith. 

3.  Thofe  who  have  greatly  grieved  the  Spirit  of  God, 
by  venturing  on  fin  againft  the  light  of  their  con- 
fciences,  and  the  Spirit's  motions,  and  fo  are  turned 
wilful  and  refolute  in  finning ;  fuch  have  the  fymptoms 
of  rejeflion,  Hof.  iv.  17.  "  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols, 
let  him  alone." 

4.  Thofe  who  are  fo  forward  and  bent  upon  a  Gnful 
courfe,'  that  they  can  endure  no  reproof  or  controul 
therein,  but  hate  them  in  their  hearts,  who  fee)^  to  re- 
claim them  :  Thofe  have  the  fymptoms  of  ruin  upon 
them,  Prov.  xv.  10.  Amos  v.  10. 

5.  When  perfons  are  fo  far  hardened  in  fin,  that 
God  ceafeth  to  be  a  reprover  to  them,  and  ftrikes  their 

'  confciences  fo  dumb  and  fenfelefsi  that  they  do  not  ac« 
\qU  IIL  B  b  cufc 
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Qttfe  nor  diallenge  them :  tt  fo  a  fad  fign  of  iipfWiog, 
Ezck.  lii.  2^.  Hot  IV.  17. 

6,  When  rcpcwt^no^  i$  bid  from  pcopI<?s  fea^w.  fp 
that  they  are  not  atfcded  with  the  view  of  th»r  ^ii^^^ 
wben  they  are  laid  before  them  4  no  dUpenfation  of 
providence^  no  token  of  God's  anger,  neither  judg« 
merits  nor  mercies,  rods  nor  tfareatenings  ^  nay,  tW 
flames  of  hcU  flafhed  in  the  (inner's  facei  do  noi;  breed 
any  remOiffe  in  their  confcienqcs,  nor  relenting;  in  their 
hearts  for  fin  :  When  people  arrive  at  this  height^  it  ia 
a  fad  fign  that  they  are  givee  up  to  wrath,  Ifa*  xlii.  1^. 

UL  N<3ct  ufc  ihall  be  of  examination.  O  try,  if  yc 
have  improveat  your  day  of  grace,  fo  33  to'  hearken  to 
Chrifl's  voice,  and  comply  wit}\  his  giFa^ous  offers,  Q 
cpmmuntcgnt^  it  i$  hignfy  your  inteneft  to  know  this^ 
f hat  you  may  comje  with  chearfulnefs,  and  feaft  with 
your  iitedeemer  at  his  table*  Now  try  it  by  tliefe  iriarks^ 

1.  Had  you  never  the  experience  of  Chrid's  Spirit*8 
work  m  ctpening  your  eari  and  inclining  your  heart  to 
clofe  with  his  offers  in  the  gprpel  ?  Po  you  experihiqn- 
j^ally  know  the  heitioufnef^  and  multitude  of  your  (Ins? 
Do  you  ko^^w  fomething  of  the  terriblenefa  of  'God*« 
ivrath  due  to  you  for  thefe  fins  ?  Have  you  f4^en  yoiir 
Ibul's  need  of  Chxift^  ^  a  man,  purfued  for  hia  lifey 
feeth  his  need  of  a  city  or  refuge?  Have  you  feen 
yourfelves  loft  and  dead  men,  if  you  get  not  into 
Chnft  ?  Have  you  felt  ar(ient  deCres  after  Chrlft,.  and 
.been  made  to  fay,  "  Give  us  Chrift,  or  clfe  we  die.?*' 
Have  you  been  content  to  take  this  loyejj  Saviour  oh 
any  terms,  to  part  with  all  fox  thUfe^rl  gfpricf^  and^to 
count  all  but  /ofi  and  dung^  to  be  found  in  him. 

2,  Can  you  fey,  that  Chrift's  word  and  ordinances 
where  you  fiift  heard  his  voice  fpeaking  to  you,  are 
ftil]  precipua  and  lovely  to  you  for  his  fake  ?  And  henqe 
you  arc  made  fometimio^s  to  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  Ixxxiv,  I,  a.  «*  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 
Q  Lord  of  hoft^  !  My  heart  and  my  flefli  qrieih  out  for 
the  living  Cod-''  Sweet  fermons,  fwe<t  communioo* 
days,  lovely  qccafion^  whe^  t^e  bridcgrooni's  voice  ia^ 
lobe  heard. 

%.  Are  you  filled  with  low  thoughts  of  yourfelves, 

and 
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and  all  your  own  doings  and  performances,  and  with 
high  thotights  of  Chrilx  and  his  righteoufnefs !  And  do 
you  turn  out  all'Ckriftfs  rivall^  out  of  your  hearts,  and 
undecralue  the  world  and  all  things  in  it  beddes  him, 
who  is  **  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thoufands»  and  fairer 
than  the  fons  of  men." 

4*  Do  you  find  a  great  alteration,  and  gracious 
change  on  your  fouls,  fince  the  time  you  heard  bis 
voice  ^  Doth  Chrift  fit  as  a  refiner  widi  you,  changing 
both  heart  and  life  to  the  better  ?  Are  oiJ  things  faji 
swaf^  old  lufts,  old  thoughts,.old  defires,  old  cuftoms, 
old  ways  i  And  are  all  tnings  with  you  become  new  ? 
ifou  that  formerly  fet  light  by  Chrift  and  his  voice, 
and  admired  the  world  and  its  llattefing  pleafures,  and 
faid  of  Chrift,  "  What  is  thy  beloved  more  than  ano« 
ther  beloved  7'^  Do  you  now-  value  him,  feek  nearnefs 
to  him  in  duties,,  eilauire  for  him  in  ordinances,  ye^, 
meditate  on  him  in  the  night-watches,  and,  when  y«  a« 
wake,  dp  you  find  your  hearts  ^vith  him  ?  And  is  Cm^ 
that  difpleafeth  him,  your  greateft  terror  ?  Then  furely 

Jott  are  among  that  bleft  company  tl>ajt  have  heard  your 
>edeemer^6  voice  in  your  day  0/  grace,  and  you  may 
come  with  jpy  to  his  table. 

IV.  Ule  of  eichorUition.  And  here  I  exhort  you  al!^ 
in  the  name  of  Chrift,  to  improve  yourfeafon  of  grace. 
^  To-day*  while  it  is  called  to-day,  O  hear  his  voice  •,** 
and  to-morrow,  when  he  invites,  O  come  unto  his  ta* 
hie.  Hearers  of  the  gofpel,.  *'  This  is  now  the  accept- 
ed time,  this  is  the  day  of  falvation.**  What  do  you 
refblve  to  do  ?  Chrift  is  now  come  to  cry  and'  lift  up 
his.  VQice  to  this  whole  congKgatioo,  to  try  you  once 
more  if  you  will  hear  His  voice,  before  y^ur  day  of 
grace  end.  Wel.U  his  voice  is  to  you  all,  I  know  none 
of  jiou  excluded,  if  you  do  not  exclude  yourfelves. 

i^  O  carnal  earthly-minded  foul,  that  has  been  a 
drudge  to  the  worldj^  and  a  ftrangcr  to  Chrift'  all  *thy 
days,  his  voice  is  to  you  this  day:  O  come  hear  his 
voice^  and  clofe  a  bargain  wiith  him,,  it  will  be  the  belt 
bargain  eveir  you  made^ 

2.  O  pro^ne  finner,.  drupkard,.  fwearer^  1^  (abi* 
,  balth-bteakcr,  whoremonger,   finner  as  black  -is  hell,, 
Ri  6carkea* 
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hearken  to  Cbrift's  voice  this  day,  and  come  and  be 
faved  from  thy  (ins :  Why  will  you  ftop  your  ears^  and 
chufe  to  die  in  your  fins  ? 

3.  O  hard  hearted  (innef}  that  never  waft  alTefted 
all  thy  life  for  the  Cnfulnefs  and  mifery  of  thy  natural 
cftate,  that  never  had  a  fore  heart  for  offending  God, 
that  never  mourned  for  one  fin,  Chrift^s  voice  is  this 
day  to  thee,  Ifa.  xlvi.  12.  **  Hearken  unto  me,  ^e 
ftout  hearted,  that  are  far  from  righteoufnefs/' 

4*  O  prayerlefs  finner,  that  never  bowed  a  knee  in 
fecret,  to  cry  for  pardon  of  fin,  and  an  intereft  in  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  to  fave  thee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  lend 
your  ear  this  day,  and  hearken  to  Chrift's  fweet  voice, 
while  he  calls,  "  Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  founds 
call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near,"  Ifa.  Iv.  6. 

5.  Condemned  rebels  in  the  hands  of  juftice,  fen« 
tenced  to  die,  and  ready  to  be  taken  out  to  execution : 
O  hear  Chrift's  voice  this  day,  and  your  fouls  (hall  live. 

6*,  Slaves  to  fin  and  fatan,  who  have  many  times 
heard  the  devil's  voice,  anfwered  his  calls,  and  compli- 
ed readily  with  his  temptations  %  will  you  hear  the  Re- 
deemer's voice  for  once,  and  comply  with  his  counfets 
before  it  be  top  late  ?  Why  will  ye  (hut  your  ear  a« 
gainft  the  lovely  Saviour,  and  obey  the  voice  of  your 
foul-dcftroyer  ? 

7.  Obftinate  finner,  that  could  never  hitherto,  ieither 
by  the  word  or  the  rod,  by  minifters  or  providence^, 
be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  one  of  all  thy  (ins,  O  be 
perfuaded  to  hear  Chriil's  voice  this  day,  and  no  long- 
er harden  thy  heart. 

8.  O  gofpel-flighter,  that  has  many  a  day  refufed 
Chrid's  offers,  fpurned  againft  his  bowels,  trampled  on 
his  blood,  crucified  him  at  the  communion  table  :  Q 
come,  hearken  this  day  to  bis  voice,  and. he  will  let 
you  fee,  that  though  your  cafe  be  fad,  yet  it  is  notdef- 
perate  \  for  he  hath  found  a  ranfom* 

9.  Hypocrites  and  fqrmalifts,  that  have  had  a  mafk 
of  religion,  but  have  all  your  days  been  dififembling 
9nd  dealing  deceitfully  with  God ;  come^  'deal  inge- 
nuoufly  and  fincerely  with  him  for  oocej,  and  hearkqi 

to 
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to  his  toice,  gi?e  him  your  heartsj  as  well  as, your  out« 
ward  man. 

10.  Backflidcrs  and  covenant- breakers,  who  have 
broke  many  a  vow,  flighted  many  an  engagement,  and 
finned  againft  many  a  refolution :  O  hear  Chrift's  voice 
this  day,  when  he  calls  to  you,  "  Turn,  ye  backfliding 
children,*'  come  to  me,  and  "  I  will  heal  your  backflid- 
ings,  and  love  you  freely.*' 

11.  Poor  plagued  difeafed  fouls,  who  are  groaning 
under  many  heart- plagues,  and  foul  diftreffes,  fuch  as 
atheifm,  pride,  hardnefs,  formality,  &c.  come  hearken 
to  Chfift'fi  voice,  and  he  will  be  your  Phyfician. 

12.  Weary  and  heavy.Iaden  finners,  who  arc  Hkc 
to  fink  with  the  burden  of  your  guilt,  come  hearken 
to  Chrift's  voice  this  day,  and  he  "  will  give  reft  to  your 
fouls.*' 

13.  Purfued  Ihclterlefs  finners,  who  are  afraid  of  the 
avenger  of  blood,  hearken  to  Chrift's  voice,,  and  fly  to 
the  city  of  refuge.  Many  motives  and  arguments  might 
I  ufe  with  you,  to  hear  the  voice  of  lovely  Jefus,  while 
he  calls  to  day* 

I.  Confider  how  earneft  Chrift  is  to  pcrfuade  you  to 
hear  his  voice  ;  he  ftands  at  your  doors,  and  knocks 
both  by  his  word  and  Spirit ;  yea,  he  waits  and  knocks 
tifter  many  repulfes  and  affronts,  and  promifes  that  all 
former  flights  and  refufals  (hali  be  forgiven,  if  ye  will 
yet  hearken  and  clofc  with  him.  How  oft  doth  he  re- 
peat his  intreaties,  Luke  xiii.  34.  "  How  oft  would  I 
have  gathered  you  !*'  Yea,  he  weeps  for  finners  obfti- 
nacy,  Luke  xix.  4 1 .  Strange  !  Doth  he  gain  any  thing 
by  your  hearkening  to  his  voice  ?  What  means  this  ear* 
neftnefs  ?  It  is  all,  O  finners,  oii  your  account*  For 
(I.)  He  knows  better  than  any  the  worth  of  your  fouls, 
and  that  a  world  cannot  redeem  them  when  loiL  (2) 
He  knows  well  the  miferable  ftate  of  your  fouls  with- 
out him ;  it  is  moft  fad  and  deplorable  at  prefent,  and 
will  be  much  more  fo  thro'  endlefs  eternity :  For  i£ 
you  hear  hot  Chrift's  voice,  you  will  die  in  your  fins, 
and  be  tormented  in  them  for  ever.  (3.)  Chrift  is  fj 
earneft,  because  he  knows  the  difficulty  of  wmning 
fouls.     He  knows  fatan  has  great  power  and  intereit 

with 
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with  foulsi  to- blind,  hardens,  and  delude  thero,  anddiat 
it  is  not  eafy  to  undeceiTe  them,  and  puH  them  out  of 
his  grips ;  and  therefore  he  deals  and^ftrives  fo  earneft- 
]j  with  fouls  to  pain  them* 

IL  Take  a  fenous  view  of  the  ftate  of  your  fouI&: 
While  you  (lop  fwxx  ears  againft  Cbrift's  changing 
voice;  it  is  inexprrtflibly  miferable.  For,  i.  Your 
fouls  are  deftitute  of  air  chat  is  goodi  Eph  ii  12.  Tou 
are  as  poor  and  wretched  creature^  as  ever  God  made ; 
you  are  without  life,  without  grace,  without  peace, 
witliout  pardon,  without  comfort,  without  righteouf- 
nefs,  witliout  ranfom,  without  the  favour  of  God, 
without  the  lovely  image  of  God,  without  the  Spirit  of 
€k^d,  and  without  all  happinefa*  2.  Your  fouls  arc  in  the 
pcfielBon  of  Saun„  where  Chrl(t  is  (hut  out,  the  devil 
IS  let  in  ;  and  where  he  dwell?,  there  he  hath  an  abfo- 
Ittte  donni&ion  :  he  ufes  ail  the  faculties  of  th^  ibul^  as 
his  tools  and  inftrument^,  Eph.  ii.  2*  Oh  !  would  not 
any  man  reckon  it  an  unfpeakable  mifery,  to  be  in  a 
toufe  ihut  up  M'ithv  the  devil  i  3.  Where  Chrift  is  flii^t 
out,  the  plkgue  of  fin  doth  rage,  and  its  peftilenti^l 
inaTk3  do  daily  ^ppeaiT  y  what  maduefs  is  it  thea  ta  re- 
fufe  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  this  bleiBedcWnfer  ^  4. 
The  fir^  of  God's  wrath  is  kindled  there,,  wheirc  Chi  ill 
is  refufed  ^  and  what  diftra£lion  is  it  to  (hut  out  Chrift, 
whofe  blood  only  can.  quench  this  fire?  5.  If  you  do 
not  heaiken  to  Ch'nft,  you  have  no  way  to  prevent  eter- 
nal dellru^lion  \  for  there  is  nor  advocate,  no  furety,  to 
interpofe  for  you,  if  he  be  refufed.  Surely,  the  thoughts 
of  appearing  before  aji  angry  God  after  deatbi  mud  be 
terrible  to  a  Chriftlef^  foul ;.  *^  Foru^ho  can  dwell  with 
devouring  fire  ?  Who  can  abide  with  everlalUng  Inirn- 
ings  i**  I  have  read  of  a  certain  king  of  Hungary,  who 
who  was  a  Chriitian  ;  and  being  oQ  a  time  marvdioos 
fad  and  heavy,  his  brother,  who  was  a  brlft:  and  gal- 
lant man,  would  needs  know  what  ailed  him.  **  Oh 
brother  (faith  he).! have  been  a  great  fi[nner  agaiaft 
God»  and  I  know  not  how  I  (hall  appear  before  him, 
when  he  comes  to  judgment.'*  His  brother  anfwered, 
**  Thcfe  are  but  meiswicholy  thoughts/'  and  fo  made  ^ 
light ^of  thejn;  a^  courtiers  uie  to  do*    The  king  replied 

nothing 
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ftotfiing  at  fbattiltie;  bat  the  cufftom  of  that  country 
waS|  (the  government  AcfTcof  being  abfolutc)  ^hat  if 
the  erccatiotter  foundecf  a  trumpet  'before  any  Tnah*« 
door,  the  man  was  prcfcntly  to  be  led  to  execution.' 
T  e  king,  irt  tJie  dead  time  of  the  night,  fent  hrs  cxe* 
cutioner,  and  caufed  him  found  his  trumtyet  before  lib 
brother's  floor,  Who,  heating  ^nd  feeing  the  mcffcngcr* 
t)f  death;  ran  quicklv,  and  iprang  m  trembling  iiito  hit 
brother's  pirefence,  fafils  down  on  his  knees,  and  be** 
feeches  the  king  to  let  him  know  Vhcrein  %e  had  crfr 
fended  him.  **  O  brother,  (jnfwcred  the  kmg)  yoA. 
never  ofended  me,  hut  loved  mc:  And  (faid  hcj  is  the 
fight  of  an  earthly  execjitioner  fo  terrible  to  thee  1  an* 
Ihall  not  f,  who  am  fo  great  a  fintier,,  feat  imich  more 
to  be  brought  to  the  judgmcftt-fcat  of  an  an^y  God  ?• 
What  foul  can  think  on  ftiis  without  terror,  that  hatli 
Bjot  licarkencd  to  Chrift's  ^oice  in  the  gofpel  ? 

III.  If  you  do  not  hearken  to  Chrift's  roice  in  the 
gofpel,  it  had  been  bc:ter  for  you  never  to  have  hear* 
the  gofpel  at  all ;  iox  your  guilt  is  dreadfully  aggravat- 
ed hereby,  and  your  mMery  will  be  the  greater,  boffli 
here  and  hereafter.  We  may  gather  this  from  Rev.  vi. 
^here,  after  the  nuhite  hoffcy  li,  c.  Chrifl  wkh  the  gof- 
pel ncglc£led)  comes  the  redhorfe  of  War,  the^ib^^  harfi 
of  famine,  and  the  pale  hor/i  o\  peftilence.  Ncgletaitte 
to  iiear  Chiift  in  the  gofpel,  ulhers  in  aH  outward  mt« 
feries  like  a  flood,  Jer  vi.  S.  •*  Be  thou  inftrufted,  O 
Jerufalem,  left  my  foul  depart  fron  thee,  left  I  make 
thee  defolate,  a  land  not  inhaibrted,**  Then  aeaintfaow 
fad  will  your  cafe  be  at  a  tribunal,  and  through  aHettr- 
niiy  ?  The  devils,  the  Torks,  the  Heathenis,  amd  your 
own  confciences,  wiH  bitterly  upbraid  you  in  heH,  for 
rcfuiing  to  hear  Chrift's  voice  in  the  gofpeh 

IV..  Clirift  will  not  bear  your  cries  in  the  time  of 
mifery,  if  you  negle^  his  voice  in  the  time  <tf  mercy, 
Prdv.  i.  24,  25,  26.  Now  Chrift's  voice  is  fweet,  and 
futl  of  mttcy  ;  but  remember,  O  gofpcl-ffighters,  the 
time  is  at  hand,  when  you  ^111  hear  Chrift  fpeakrng  in 
another  ton^"*,  no  more  **  open  to  me,  and  hearken  to 
my  voice,**  poor  fool :  but  "**  depart  from  me,  ye  curf* 
ed,  into  €verlaft5ng  fire,"  &c. 

V.This 
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V.  This  may  he  thclaft  feafon  you  will  bear  JCbrift^s 
TOice  fpeaking  to  you ;  this  may  oe  the  laft  fromiAu- 
xiion  and  the  laft  call  that  Chrift  intends  to  give  you* 
This  may  be  the  laft  day  of  grace,  and  the  laft  time 
that  his  Spirit  will  ftrive  with  you.    If  you  ftop  yoiyr 
ear,  or  harden  your  heart  this  day,  there  may  /ollow 
an  eternal  dead  filence,  and  God's  Spirit  never  ftrive 
any  more  with  you,  and  fo  your  day  of  grace  is  loft, 
aa^  four  foul  loft  for  ever.    Q  young  folk^^Arfiat.  fay 
ye  to  it  ?  A  feafon  of  youth  is  an  accepted  time,  and  a 
day  of  falvation:  for  the  Lord's  fake  do  not  lofe  it. 
.Tou  have  now  plenty  of  fermons^  facran\ents,  and  gof- 
pel  offers ;  you  have  Chrift  crucified  fet  before  your 
eyes  to  affect  your  hearts,  and  bring  you  to  a  compli- 
ance with  his  calls.     You  have  alfo  loud  warnings  this 
day  from  God^s  providence,  and  (I  hope)  fome  of  you 
the  inward  workings  , of  GodV  Spirit  on  your  CQnfci- 
ences,  concurring  with  thefc  outward  means.     Well, 
then,  give  kindly  entertainment  to  Chrift's  voice  in  this 
ieafon  of  .grace ;  while  he  yet  ftands  -bcfeechipg  you, 
cptine  hearkjsn  to. his  voice,  and  accept  of  him  as.  your 
Surety ;  enter  into  covenant  with  him  this  night,  and 
come  to^his  table,  and  feal  it  t6*niorrow.     O  finner, 
luip  your  back  on  the  devil,  leave  your  fins,  and  ftop 
your  coiufe,  ,and  come  and  be  reconcilec?  to  God  thro' 
this  peace- maker,  who  ss  ftanding  waiting  to  be  em- 
ployed*    Well,  what  anfwer  Ihall  I  carry  back  to  my 
!  j^after,  that  fcnt  me  tp  deal  with  you  for  this  end  ? 
ShallJ  go  and  complain  \  ^^  Lord,  they  are  a  company 
cf  obftinate  finners  thou  fenteft  me  to ;  I  entreated 
.  them  to  hearken  to  thy  voice,  and  leave  their  fins ;  but 
there  was  no  concern,  no  fear,  no  fenfe  of  fin  among 
them.    Had  I  been  to  preach  to  beafts,  ftock«  or  ftones, 
they  would  have  been  as  much  moved  as  they.     Alas  1 
I  have  fpent  my  ftretrgth  in  vain,  my  voice  and  lungs 
£01:  nought ;  I  thought  thy  fweet  entreaties  and  charm- 
ing yuice  Mxuld  have-jmelied  their  hearts  $  but  neitfatr 
comforts  nor  terrors  had  any  effe£l. 

Or  (hall  1  haye  ground  to  .(ay  ?  *'  Lord.,  I  have  offer* 
ed  finners  a  Redeezi^er^  and  entreated  them  to  clofe 
with  him.     Though  they  ftood  long  out  againft  thy 

threatenings. 
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threatening,  yet  wjien  they  heard  thy  entreatks,  tbeit 
hearts  began  ta  relent,  iome  be^n  to  fig^i  others  to 
weep,  others  to  long  after  Chrift  \  and  I  hope  they 
are  gone  home  to  make  a  perfonal  corenant  with  him 
this  night;  and  fincerely  defigii  to  return  and  feal  it  to-  . 
morrow.''    God  grant  this  may  be  the  eventt    Amen. 


SfeSttttBSBBaBS^ 
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A  sermon  after  the  Cofhmunion^ 

The  Believer's  Dignity  in  being  an  heir  of  God* 

Gal.  iv.  7.     Wherefore  tbou  art  no  thore  a  fervant^  but  a 
font  andifafoH^  then  an  hiir  of  God  through  Cbrift. 

IK  this  chapter  the  apoftle  doth  hold  forth  the  happy 
fkate  o^  believing  Gentiles  under  bJew-Tedament 
times ;  that  it  is  ever  preferable  to  that  pf  the  believing 
Jews  under  the  Old  Teftament.  l*he  jcwifli  church 
he  compares  to  a  child  in  minority,  that  is,  under  tu- 
tors and  governors,  and  is  acquainted  only  with  the 
firft  rudiments  oltTelig:ion }  and  likewife  to  the  ftate  o^ 
a  fervant,-that  is  dill  kept  under  fubje£lion  and  bon« 
dage  I  for  that  church  was  always  in  a  fervlle  condi- 
tion, having  been  under  the  heavy  yoke  of  a  great  many 
ceremonial  rites  and  obfervances*  But  our  blefled 
Lord  Jefus,  by  his  coming  into  the  world,  hath  broka 
off  that  yoke  ^oni  his  peopIe^s  necks,  and  hath  brought 
them  under  a  more  fpiritualand  agreeable  difpenbtion; 
yea,  he  hath  fent  forth  his  Spirit  into  their  hearts.  Up- 
pon  which  account  the  apoftle  concludes  them  to  be 
happy,  yea,  even  children  of  God,  '<  Wherefore  thoii 
art  no  more  a  fervant,"  &a. 
Vol.  ill.  C  c  III 
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In  the  text  we  have  t^  e  happy  ft»te  of  the  btUeving 
Galatians  briefly  reprefented.  xfi^  Negatmlj,  libm ar/ 
»#  m6n  afervant  i  i*  ^.  no  more  in  a  (late  ^ of  fervile 
fobje^^ion  to  the  law,  and  to,  the  Mofaic  rites  and  ob- 
fenrations.  a-  Pofiiivefy^  Thou  art  a  fin  I  i.  e^  thou 
had  attamed  to  a  more  eKcellent  ftate  of  liberty^  like 
to  that  of  fons  who  have  come  to  ripe  age.  He  means 
not,  that  believers  under  the  Old  Tcftament  had  not 
ihfti  pHvitege  of  being  cbikhrefi  of  God$  no,  belief  ers 
then  were  really  fons,  but  kept  in  fuch  a  ftate,  and 
traineid  up  under  fuch  hard  difcipline,  that  they  feem- 
ed  more  like  fervants  than  fons^  But  (faith  he)  to  you 
believers  under  the  New  Teftament,  the  difcipline  is 
changed,  and  you  have  attained  to  more  honourable 
fon  like  treatment,  j-  We  have  an  inference  from 
this  privilege  of  fon  (hip,  "  And  if  a  fon,  then  an  heir 
^  God  through  Chrift*''  Among  men  onlyj  the  eideft 
fon  is  heir,  but  all  God's  children  are  heirs. 

In  which  we  have  two  things :  i .  The  high  dignity 
aod  preferment  of  God's  children ;  they  are  heirs  of 
God,  it  e-  they  have  a  free  tight  and  title  to  eternal 
life,  and  all  the  gifts  and  blefBngs  of  God  ;  yea,  to  the 
infinite  God  himfelf,  who  is  the  believer's  chief  good 
and  portion.  2.  The  way  of  obtaining  this  dignity  and 
happinefs,  through  Chrift,  and  the  merit  of  his  Mood  : 
He  is  God's  eternal  Son,  and  heir  of  all  things,  and  be^ 
ing  our  Surety,  he,  by  his  obedience  and  fufferings, 
hath  purchafed  a  title  to  believers,  to  be  God*s  fons  by 
adoption,  and  joint  heirs  with  him  o£  the  heavenly  in- 
heritance :  "  He  is  oar  eWer  brother,  and  is  not  afham- 
ed  to  call  us  brethren."  ITie  inheritance  is  his  by  na- 
ture, but  ours  by  grace. 

From  the  words  thus  explained,  obferve, 

1.  That  the  privileges  of  believers  under  the  New 
Tcftament,  do  exceed  thefe  who  lived  under  the  Old. 
The  legal  ftate  was  more  fervile,  but  the  gofpel  ftate  is 
more  filial. 

U.  That  though  God  hath  one  Son  only  by  eternal 
generation  \  viz.  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  yet  he  hath 
many  fons  by  grace  and  adoption,  yiz  believers. 

111.  That  thofe  who  have  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelling 

in 
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,  in  their  hearts,  fttid  exciting  them  to  prayer,  \ivit  a 
good  evidence  of  their  fon  (hip,  and  filial  relation  to 
Gbd.  Th!s  is  dear,  from  the  connexion  ef  this  twfe 
with  the  pt^cedtng^. 

IV.  The  do£hine  that  I  am  to  infill  on  at  this  time, 
is,  •*  That  it  is  the  great  honour  and  privilcj^c  of  «ril 
true  believers,  to  be  the  children  and  heirs  ofGod  thro' 

t  JerusChrift.*' 

>  This  is  confirmed  from  that  parallel  text,  Roat.  viii. 

\  16,  17. 

F  The  method  for  handling  this  fubjeft,  ftiall  be^  ( i .) 

To  enquire  in  what  fenfe  believers  are  the  children  of 
God.  (2.)  In  what  Terj)eft  they  are  called  heirs.  (3O 
What  is  the  heritage  they  are  intitled  to.  (4.)  How  it 
is  they  attain  to  this  privilege,  (5.)  To  (how  the  wofl» 
derful  free  grace  of  God,  in  granting  fuch  a  glorious 
privilege  to  believers,  us  to  be  his  children  and  heir$. 
(6.)  Make  improvement  of  the  whole. 

L  As  to  the  firft,  In  what  fenfe  believers  are  the 
children  of  God. 

1.  Negatheiy,  It  is' not  td  be  meant  here,  that  they 
are  his  children  only,  (i.)  In  refpc£t  of  crfoii&n^  for 
fo  all  men  are  God's  children,  Mai.  ii.  10.  ^*  Have  wc 
not  all  one  Father  ?  Hath  not  one  God  created  us  ^" 
Had  belierers  ho  farther  intercft  in  God  than  this,  they 
(hould  have  but  little  comfort ;  for  in  this  (enfc  God, 
is  alfo  Father  to  the  devils  and  wicked  men,  fot  '*  he 
made  them  ;  but  he  that  made  them  will  not  have  meN 
cy  on  them,  and  he  that  formed  them  wilt  (how  them 
no  favour."  Nor  (2)  Is  it  to  be  meant,  that  they  arc 
his  children  only  by  providence ;  for  fo  he  is  to  all, 
Deut.  xxxii.  6.  **  Is  he  not  thy  Father  that  bought 
thee  ?**  i.  e.  hath  redeemed  thee  from  flavery,  and  con- 
ferred great  bleflings  on  thee.  Nor  (3.)  Is  it  to  be  un- 
derftood  of  their  being  his  children  by  profeflion,  or 
external  covenant-engagements  *,  for  fo  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church  are,  Ifa.  i.  2. 

2.  Po/ttiveiy^  Believers  arc  the  children  of  God,  by 
way  of  Ipecial  grace,  and  that  in  thefe  feveral  refpcfts, 
(I.)  In  rcfpeft  of  eUBion^  God  has  chofen  and  predef- 
tinatcd  thcqi  from  eternity  to  be  his  children  and  heirs, 

C  c  2  ,  upon 
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upon  whom  he  will  entail  the  kingdom  of  heaven»  Eph, 
i.  5.  (2*)  In  rerpe^i  of  regene fatten^  hedi|piffie&them 
with  2  i^^v  birth,  working  a  gracious  change  vpon 
them,  infufing  in  them  a  fupernataral  principle  of  ho* 
linefs,  whereby  they  become  like  their  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, and  fo  they  are  faid  to  be  ^<  begotten  and  bom  of 
Go«k**  Jam.  i.  i8-  1  John  iii.  9.  (3)  They  are  his 
children  by  adoption  ;  which  is  an  ^6t  of  <  God*s  free 
grace,  whereby  he  aflumes  thofe  into  the  number  of 
his  children,  who  were  not  fo  naturally,  but  we?e 
ftrangrers  and  aliens :  Yea,  he  takes  thofe  who  cwere 
enemies,  and  of  the  family  of  hell,  into  the  family  of 
heaven  ;  and  gracioufly  entitles  them  to  all  the  advan* 
tagesi  dignities,  and  privileges  of  children.  As,  for 
inftanee,  He  educates,  brings  them  np,  and  makes 
proviGon  for  them,  as  for  fons,  Tfa.  xlvi.  3.  Mattb.  vi. 
32*  Pfat.  Ixxxiv.  ir.  2.  He  allows  them  a  {hare  in 
his  fatherly  love  and  compaffion,  together  with  the  pro* 
tedi^  and  attendance  d(  fdns,  Jer.  xxxi.  20.  H^b  i. 
14.  3*  He  frees  them  from  a  fervile  ftate,  or  any  bafe 
and  drudgery  workj  and  endues  them  with  a  free  fpi- 
rit,  Rom.  viii*  15.  4.  They  have  the  chaftifement  of 
fons,  which  is  moft  needful,  Deut.  viii.  5.  Heb.  xii. 
^i  7»  8»  5f  He  allows  them  free  accefs  to,  and  a  filial 
confidence  with  him  in  prayer ;  hence,  in  the  verfc 
preceding  my  text,  the  apoftle  faith,  "  Beca^fe  7e  are 
fens,  Gpd  hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father-''  And,  laft/y^  He 
^entitles  them  to  the  inheritance  of  fons,  as  in  the  text, 
If  fons  i  then  heirs  of  Godf    And  this  leads  to, 

II.  Tht  fecond  heqd  ;  v?z.  In  what  refpeB  believers 
fire  failed  Mrs.  And  for  the  better  illuftration  hereof, 
I  (hail  (how  wherein  temporal  and  fpiritual  heirs  do  a- 
gree,  and  wherein  they  differ. 

I.  They  agree,  and  refemble  one  another,  in  thefe 
things : 

I.  He  that  is  an  heir  of  an  eftate,  hath  his  title  free* 
ly  conveyed  to  him ;  he  pays  not  for  it,  becaufe  he  has 
)t  by  birth.  So  believers,  who  are  fpiritual  heirs, 
have  the  title  to  their  inheritance  freely ;  and  as  they 
^ave  nothing,  to  pay  fof  it,   fo  it  is  given  to  theifi 

*«  without 
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<^  without  noneyi  and  wiijiout  price.''  And  diomj^h 
they  have  not  a  litle  to  it  by  their  natural  birth,  yet  by 

I  tfaetf  new  birth»  they  become,  the  foa«  of  Qodj  and 

;  heirs  of  hnuren. 

^  They  who  are  rightful  heirs  of  an  edate,  hare  the 
foreft  title  of  any  other,  becaufe  it  is  built  upon  na- 
ture :  A  father  ni;iy  frown  upon  his  fon  and  heir  fof 

I  his  fault,  but  doth  not  eaGly  difinherit  him;  nor  wiH 
he'lttrn  him  out  of  doors,  as  he  doth  a  fervant,  for  his 

II  offenccn    So  believers^  who  are  God's  adopted  childcea 
|i  and  heirsi  have  a  moft  fare  tide  to  the  heavenly  inhc« 

ritancev  Though  God  may  chaftife  themi  yet  heMwiii 
not  difinherit  tkSm  i.Pfal.  Ixxxix.  32,  33,  34.  "  I  %rili 
viGt  their  tnnfgrefBoas  with  the  rod : — N<;vertheie^^ 
my  loving  kindnefs  I  will  not  take  utterly  from  }un\*~« 
My  covenant  wilt  I  not  break>  nor  alter  the  thing  that 
is  gone  out  of  my  lips.''  Our  title  to  the  inherttaacc 
by  the  fecond  covenant,  is  far  furer  than  Adam's  w;» 
by  the  firft  :  for  whe;i  he  offended,  God  treated  him  aa 
a  fervant,  and  turned  him  out  of  doors :  But  the  be- 
hever^  who  is  become  a  child  and  heir  by  Jefus  Chrift^ 
is  better  fecured  by  the  fecond  covenant)  for  he  hath 
not  only  God's  word|  God's  writ,  and  God*g  oath»  to 
confirm  it,  but  he.hath  the  Mediator's  blood  fealtng  hia 
charter,  and  an  earnell  of  th^  inheritaiice  already  givea 
him  ;  viz  God's  Spirit  put  into  his  heart,  2  Cor*  u  22«. 
So  that  his  right  and  title  is  indefeafiblcy  and.  can  ne« 
ver  ie  altered. 

3.  An  heir's  title  to  an  inheritance  is  reckoned  moro. 
honourable  than  his,  who  obtains  it  another  way.  84 
the  believer's  title  is  moft  honourable,  being;  made  heirs 
of  God,  and  co-heirs  with  his  own  Son  Jcfus  Chrtft, 
Rom.  viii.  17.  Chrid  alone .  is  the  natural  Son,  and 
has  tl)e  primary  right  to  the  inheritance  \  but  believers, 
by  adoption,  are  aligned  to  a  (hare,  and  made  co  heirs 
with  htm.  So  that  Chrid  and  believers  do,  as  it  were, 
divide  heayen  betwixt;  them  ;  thty  have  the  fame  Fa- 
ther, dwell  in  the  fame  houfe,  fit  at  the  faine  table, 
reign  on  the  fame  throne,  partake  of  the  fame  glory^ 
O  I  What  honour  is  this,  which  is  put  on  worms  of 
tl>e  earth  f  Jphn-xvii.  a2,  24.  John  xx.  17.  Rev.  iii. 

.21. 
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21.  Chrift  indeed  being  our  elder  brother,  his  inhcTi- 
tance  is  double,  and  hi$  power  and  glory  is  far  grcattJr 
than  the  glorified  faints  and  angels,  "  infomuch  as  he 
hath,  by  inheritance,  obtained  a  more  excellent  name 
than  they/'  Heb.i.  4  Eph.  i.  12. 

4.  An  heir,  during  his  minority,  hath  not  the  aiStuai 
poiTcilion  of  his  inheritance,  as  being  incapable  to  ma- 
nage it,  and  therefore  hath  tutors  and  cararors  appoint- 
ed him  5  fo  a  believer,  though  an  heir  of  heaven,  hath 
not  the  poflcffion  of  the  inheritance,  while  here.  Thid 
Hfe  is  the  time  of  his  muwriiy^  and  Jcfus  Chriil  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  are  his  tutors  and  curators,  until  he  arrive 
at  ripe  aj^e,  and  I  he  years  of  his  majority  ^  when  he  will 
be  fully  "  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light, 
and  then  he  enters  upon  the  immediate  poffeflion  of 
all  that  is  promifed  to  him. 

5.  An  heir  of  an  eftate,  though  he  want  the  poiltf- 
fion  for  a  time,  yet  be  hath  a  prefent  maintenance  al- 
lowed him  out  of  it,  fuitable  fo  his  fiat  ion  and  circiim- 
ftanccs  i  fo  believers,  during  their  minority  in  this  work}, 
hare  a  fuflicient  maintenance  granted  them,  out  of  that 
great  inheritance  promifed  to,  and  provided  for  them. 
As  for  tempcrot  ihifigs^  they  have  a  competency  fecured 
to  them  while  l)ere  ;  "  Their  bread  (hall  be  given  them, 
and  their  water  (hall  be  fure  "  And  iox/pirituol  things^ 
they  (hall  have  as  much  grace,  (trength,  comfort,  and 
joy,  as  will  bear  their  charges,  until  the  time  appoint- 
ed come,  when  they  (hall  enter  upon  the  full  pofleffioo 
of  all. 

6.  An  heir  of  a  good  eftate  may  be  femewhat  ftrait- 
ened  in  his  circumftances  for  a  time,  bccauft  of  bur- 
dens on  the  eftate,  or  fome  ncceflary  r^'ftriiSlions  laid 
upon  him  ;  yet  comforts  himfelf  with  the  hopes*  of  a 
plentiful  eftate  at  length  :  So  the  heirs  of  promifo  may 
be  under  many  ftraits  land  difficulties  while  here,  under 
burdens  of  corruption,  fears  of  wrath,  and  hidings  of 
God's  face*  1  hey  oft  complain  of  little  grace,  weak 
faith,  languifliing  dc fires,  and  of  faint  difcoveries  of  God 
j«i\d  Chrift,  and  the  invilible  things  of  the  other  world  : 
Yet  ncverthelefs  they  ftiouid  not  murmur,  but  encou- 
rage thcmfclves  in  the  faithful  promiie  and  fure  right 
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they  have  obtained  in  Chriil ;  and  be  thankful,  if  ay 
muck  be. allowed  them  out  of  the  inheritance,  as  wiB 
bear  their  eharjves  to  heaven,  where  they  ftiall  be  fup* 
]^ted  to  the  fuU,  forget  all  their  ftraits,  and  rememfaiei: 
their  pouerty  no  more. 

7.  An  heir,  whatever  his  prefent  (Iraits  and  circnm- 
ftances  be,  is  a  Tefpe£Hul  and  honourable  perfon  \  and 
they  who  knoW  what  he  is  born  to,  and  what  his  eK«> 
pe£btion$  are,  do  put  rtfpefi  upon  Mm :  fo  believeTfi, 
however  meati  and  ftraitened  they  be«  during  their  mi- 
nority in  this  worlds  are  very  {honourable  pevfons,  *^  the 
excellent  ones  in  the  earth,"  and,  in  many  reif  e^* 
^  naonc  excellent  than  their  neighbours  i"  they  are  heirs 
of  a  great  inheritance,  and,  upon  this  account,  AiouU 
be  honoured  by  thofc  among  whom  they  live%  for 
though  they  make  no  great  OHtward  appearance  at  pre*' 
fent,  yet,  in  a  little,  they  (hall  be  crowned  with  gloxy 
and  honour. 

II*  Tem^a^  and  J^iritual  heirs  do  difier  ia  thcfe 
tUngs  : 

li.  Temporal  heirs,  however  rich  they  be>  are  only 
heirs  of  a  corruptible  foot  of  earth  ;  bat  believers  are 
beirs  of  an  **  inheritance,  incorruptible  and  undefiled*, 
and  that  fadcth  not  away,  referred  in  heaven  for  them*" 
And  what  ia  earth  to  heaven  ? 

a»  Many  heirs,  here  on  earth,  never  come  to  the  ac- 
tual poflcifion  of  their  eftates ;  for  they  may  be  fquan- 
dered  away,  or  loft  by  the  ill- management  of  their  pa- 
rents or  tutors ;  or  they  may  be  taken  from  them  by 
oppreffioii  or  violence  \  and  oftentitnes  death  comes  and 
faatches  away  the  young  heira  before  they  attain  to  ripe 
age  -,  fo  that  they  never  win  to  the  poffeflion.  But 
heaven's  heirs  will  all  certainly  get  poiTcfii^n  of  their 
inheritance  \  their  tutors  will  not  lofe  nor  mifmanage 
it  to  them ;  00  enemy  can  feize  it  by  violence ;  nor 
**  thief  break  through  and  (leal."  And  death  will  be 
fo  far  from  depriving  them  of  the  pofleffion  of  their  in- 
heritance ;  that  it  brings  them  to  the  immediate  and 
full  fruition  thereof,  through  a  glorious  eternity, 

3.  *A  temporal  heir  doth  not  fully  poiTsfs  the  heri- 
tage till  the  fatlicir  dies  J    but  the  fpiritual  htir  doth 
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poflefs  it  fally  in  his  father's  lifeotime.  Ocir  eternal 
Father  lives  for  ever;  Mid  this  doth  not  hinder  the 
,  hctrs  pofTefiin^ :  What  a  myftery  is  here  !  In.  temporal 
heritages  the  father  dies  to  give  place  to  the  fon  :  bat 
here  the  Son  dies  to  bring  the  heirs  of  heaven  to  lire 
and  pofTefs  with  the  Father. 

4.  When  a  temporal  heir  comes  to  the  pofiei&on,  he 
can  enjoy  the  inheritance  hut  a  (hort  while  v  for  deadi 
foon  colnncs  and  difpofieifes  him*  But  the  fpiritual 
heir»  when  he  gets  pofleffion  of  his  inheritancci  be- 
comes immertal,  and  is  for  ever  out  of  the  reach  of 
death* 

III.  The  third  head  in  the  method  was,  tir  Aew 
what  the  heritage  is,  which  God's  children  and  heirs 
are  entitled  to;  furetyit  is  the  greateft  and  largeft  that 
ever  was :  **'  All  things  areyours^**  i  Cor.  iii*  21.  More 
particularly, 

I.  The  earth  is  their  inheritance,  Mat.  v.  5,  though 
commonly  they  pofTefs  little  of  it,  yet  they  have  a  cove- 
nant-right to  make  ufe  of  the  good  creatures,  and  the 
outward  fupport  and  refreihments  of  life.  The  men 
of  this  world,  though  they  have  a  general' providential 
right  to  fuch  things  of.  the  earth  as  they  poffefe,  yet 
they  have  no  covenant-  title  thereto,  as  believers  have  : 
Their  enjoyments  come  not  to  them  from  Cod  as  a 
loving  Father,  cr  as  a  God  in  covenant  with  tbepa,  to 
promote  their  fouls  good  :  They  have  not  the  comfor- 
table and  fandiBed  enjoyment  of  the  creature ;  no,  this 
comes  only  to  us  in  Chrift,  and  is  a  pan  of  th&  beUev- 
er's  portion.  By  the  fall,  Adam  and  his  pofterity  were 
difinherited,  they  loft  their  covenant-right  over  the 
creatures,  with  the  fanfiified  ufe  thereof.  But  in 
Chrift,  who  is  the  heir  of  all  things,  the  tide  is  renew* 
ed  to  believers,  and  they  become  heirs  of  the  world : 
and  whatever  part  of  it  falls  to  their  (hare,  they  may 
look  on  it  as  a  blefling  of  the  covenant,  a  legacy  from 
Chrift,  a  part  of  his  purchafe,  fan£iified  for  their  ufe^ 
and  dedgned  for  their  good. 

2.  Heaven  is  their  heritage,  However  poor  they  be 
in  this  world,  yet  they  are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which 
God  hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him,  Jam.  ii.  5« 
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ThehtiHcf  dtts  celefttd  crown  are  Vkt  princes  in 
ii{glfu£e$  travdling  in  a  foreign  countf 7  2  ftrangers,  that 
immw  them  not>  took  only  to  their  outward  appearance ; 
and. are  apt  to  think  them  poor  and  miferaUe;  but 
their  hofles  and  happinefs  lye  in  things  not  feen )  dicy 
are  heirs  of  the  land  that  is  afar  off.  SomeCimeSi  with 
^9k8$  they  are  allowed  to  come  to  the  top  of.  Pi%ah» 
la»<«tew  this  promtfed  land,  and  this  is  moft  fatiifying  t 
At  other  tioaeSf  with  Abraham,  d^ y  are  admitted,  at 
U.wjarei  to*  walk  through  it,  and  hear  God  fiiy,  '<  All 
thie  is  ^i»ei  all  is  made  over  to  thee  in  Chriift :"  and 
this  fills  the  heirs  of  heaven  with  joy  **  unfpeakaUe, 
and  full  of  glory.'' 

r  3.  In  tho  text  they  are  called  <'  heirs  of  Qod  s^'.God 
himlelf  ia  their  inheritancet  as  this  is  raoi^  than  to 
Jay,  they  are  heirs  of  bodi  heaven  and  earth*  'M.wiil 
be  your  God/'  is  the  moft  comprehenfive  promife  in 
the  whole  Bible,. it  imports  an  intereft  in  all  the  blef« 
finge  and:promifcs  of  the  new-covenant,  in  all  the  pur*" 
^jchafe  and  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  in  all  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  in  all  the  divine  attributes,  and 
perfefltona-  When  the  Lord  faith  to  the  heiis  of  fal- 
vation,  *^  I  will  be  your  God  ;'*  how.great  istbe  inb>- 
ritance  he  bequeaths  to  them  !  It  is  more  thao'  if  he 
made  over  to  them  a  thoufand  heavens,  or  ten  thoufand 
worlds  i  for,  faith  he,  I  give  you  the  omnipotent -Je- 
hovah, I  make  over  myfelf  unto  you,  in  all  my^flential 
perfedions}  my  omnipaUncy  (hall  be  your  guard,  my 
offfttf/citficy  your  overfcer,  tajomniprffence  your  cooifM* 
nton,  my  hwtty  your  ftore,  my  nmfkm  your  coun(elk>r, 
vsiyjuiiiie  your  rewarder,  my  boUnefs  your  founiain  of 
grace,  my  uncbangeablenefs  the  rock  oi  your  fecurity,  my 
tdlfi^jicuncf  your  inheritance,  and  my  eternity  the  date 
of  your  happinefs*  Surely^  O  believer,  the  <^  lin^s  are 
fallen  to  you  in  pleafant  places,"  and  you  have  got  a 
"  goodly  heritage." 

IV.  TLh€./$urti  head  was,  to  enquire  how  believers 
attain  to  this  high  privilege,  of  being  children  andheire 
of  God.  1.  It  is  not  from  any  worSi  or  merit  in  them, 
but  from  the  free  love  and  goodneb  of  God,  that  hath 
predeftinated  them  to  the  adoption  of  childreoi  and  cho- 
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fen  them  hem  of  the  kiiTgdbni.  3.  It  is  hf  the  modi- 
ation  of  Jefus  Chrift»  who»  at  their  Surety^  interpofes 
for  them,  when  under  fenteitce  of  death ;  putchafed 
the  inheritance  for  them  by  his  merits,  and  left  it  t6 
them  in  legacy  by  his  teftamcnt,  which  he  iealed  and 
confiimed  with  his  own  bloods  3.  By  the  applicatfoil 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  the  executor  of  Qirift's 
teftament,  and  who  comes  and  infefta  believers  in  the 
bequeathed  inheTitance»  by  renewing  their  fouls,  work- 
ing faith  in  them,  and  difpofing  them  to  dofe  with  the 
Redeemer ;  planting  all  gracious  habita  in  them,  and 
thereby  giving  them  the  estneft  and  firft  fruits  6f  the 
inheritance. 

V.  The^£  thing  was,  to  ftew  the  wonderful  grace 
of  God  in  grunting  fuch  a  glorious  privilege  to  poor  be^ 
lievers.  If  we  ferioufly  confider  the  grace  of  God  tit 
adopting  us  to  be  his  children  and  heirs,  we  may  weH 
cry  out  with  theapoftle,  t  Johniii.  i.  "  Behold  I  what 
manner  of  love  is  this  the  Father  hath  beftowed  on  ua, 
that  we  ihould  be  cilled  the  fons  of  God  ?'*  The  won^ 
derfulnefs  of  this  grace  appears  in  thefe  things : 

1.  That  he  adopts  us  to  be  his  fbns  and  heirs,  when 
he  needed  uft  net.  Men  adopt  fons  becaufe  they  are 
childlefs,  and  need  feme  to  propagate  their  families, 
keep  up  their  name,  and  perpetuate  their  memories : 
But  the  eternal  Father  adopts  diildren  and  heirs,  tho' 
he  hath  a  natural  and  eternal  Son  of  his  own,  who  is 
the  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon,  a  Son  in  w^om  his  foul  delighteth ;  and  al* 
though  he  could  have  been  infinitely  happy  without 
us,  and  needed  no  acceffion  to  his  glory.  \Ve  ftcod  in 
need  of  a  Father,  but  he  ftood  not  in  need  of  fons. 

2.  That  he  chufes  thofe  to  be  his  fons  and  heirs, 
whoJiave  nothing  to  recommend  them  to  him,  but  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  this  dignity  and  privilege.  Men 
nfually  adopt  thofe  who  are  of  their  kindred,  or  who 
are  their  friends  and'  favourites ;  but  God  (hews  this 
favour  to  rebelsi  enemies,  traitors,  fnan's  Oaves,  and 
hell's  heirs.  Men  adopt  thofe  in  whom  they  fee,  or  at 
kaft  Vancy,  fomething  of  worth  :  Mordecai  adopted 
Either  becaufe  (he  was  fair :  But  God  adopts  thofe  who 
US  naturally  moft  vile  and  unworthy,  yea,  defpieabie 

aa 


i....^- 


f  $  w<Hm8,  loftthibme  a^  carcases,  deformed  as  monfters, 
Uack  86  Ethi^pUnSi  and  difcafed  as  lepers.  Hiving 
nothing  to  eaga^  his  lovCf  but  every  thing  to  provoke 
his  loathing  df  u^«  ' 

3.  That  he  Oiould  be  at  fuch  charge  and  coft  in  a^* 
.^opting  us*  Men  are  at  no  pains  about  it,  but  to 
4raw  up  a  writs  and  (ign  or  feal  it,  and  then  ail  is 
4one }  but  infinite  wifdom  and  power  muft  be  fct  on 
yroA  to  make  ud  fons  and  heirs ;  an  eterohy  muft  be 
fipeatin  contriving  the  method}  the  eternal  Son  of 
God  muft  die  to  bring  it  about,  ^jid  t^ie  charter  of 
pur  adoption  snud  be  fealed  with  his  moft  precious 
blood*  Never  was  it  heard,  that  atiy  man  let  his  only 
fon  fu&r  and  dici  to  adopt  an  enemy ,  but  this  the 
great  C^od  hath  donei  which  is  the  wonder  of  the  re- 
deemed, the  wonder  of  angels^  and  will  be  the  wonder 
of  eternity. 

4*  That  he  exalts  thofe  whom  he  adopts  to  fuch 
high  dignity  aod-boAOur  j  for  God  to  have  pardoned 
bis  enemies,  and  delivered  them  from  going  to  hell^ 
imd  been  much ;  for  him  to  have  taken  bis  enemies, 
and  Iliads  them  his  friends  and  ^favourites,  had  been 
more  I  But  for  God  to  take  his  mortal  enemies  into  his 
bolbiii«  and  make  them  his  fops  and  heirs }  yea^  beauti- 
fy them  Dviih  his  image,  val^jie  them  as  his  jewels,  en«- 
title  them  to  his  kingdom,  and  make  them  co-heirs  with 
bi?  own  beloved  Son*  is  fuch  a  prodigy  of  k>ve,  as  fur- 
pafletb  alj  ^nite  comprehenfion.  To  have  advanced 
aae  of  the  blefled  ci^rubims  or  ferapfaims  to  high,  had 
boen  a  ftupeodouA  9&  of  grace :  But  to  take  a  lump  of 
polluted  duit,  a  curfed  finner,  a  wretch  as  black  as  hell 
could  make  him,  and  raife  him  fo  high,  yea,  above  the 
brighteft  cherub  in  glory,  is  ctemaily  an  a&oniihing 
wonder  of  free  love. 

APfPLlCATION*. 

h  Vk  of  inform0tion^  Tbis  dodf ine  informs  us  of 
theie  things :, 

I.  Of  the  wonder  fo)  love  and  goodnefs  of  God,  to- 
YW  ele^  finoexs  in  Chrtft :  he  cakes  enemies  into  his 
.    .  family^ 
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family,  jet,  puts  them  among  hU  children ;  and  not 
only  doth  he  confer  the  honour  of  fonfliipon  them,  bat 
alfo  puts  the  nature  of  fons  in  them ;  for  they  are  fons 
by  regeneratbui  as  well  as  by  adoption  $  both  thefe  are 
joined  together,  as  ts  clear  from  John  i.  12,  13.  '*  To 
them  that  belicTe  he  gave  power  to  become  the  fdna 
cf  God,  who  were  born  not  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God.** 

2.  That  believers  are  of  more  noble  and  illttftrious 
defcent  than  any  others ;  they  are  fons  of  the  mod  high 
God*  Some  talk  of  their  progenitors,  and  value  them«  • 
fekes  on  their  high  extra£l :  So  the  Jews  vaunted  that 
they  were  Abraham^a  feed,  John  viii.  33.  But  furely 
it  is  an  infinitely  greater  privilege  to  be  among  the  fons 
of  God.  David  thought  it  nd  fmall  honour  to  be  fon» 
in-law  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  i  Sam.  xvni.  i8.  And 
{hall  any  among  us  reckon  it  a  fmaU  thing  to  be  a  foa 
to  the  King  of  heaven. 

3.  That  God  is  an  infinitely  rich  and  bountiful  Fa* 
ther,  who  makes  all  his  children  heirs,  and  that  of  a 
great  and  fplendid  inheritance :  Though  his  family  be 
numerous,  yet  there  *is  not  one  of  them  left  unpvovid^ 
ed  ;  for  he  brings  ^*  many  fons  to  glory ,**  Heb.  ii»  io» 

II.'  Ufe  of  exatninatintt.  Let  us  all  try  what  right  or 
claims  we  hsive  to  this  honour  and  privitege,  of  being 
the  fons  and  heirs  of  God. 

L  Try,  O  communicants,  if  ye  have  the  marks  and 
Chara£lers  of  God's  children,  x.  Have  you  cordially 
made  choice  of  God  as  your  Father  in  Chrift,  and  de- 
dicated yourfelves  to  him  at  this  time,  in  a^  perpetual 
covenant^  Jer.  iii.  19.  <^  How  ihall  I  put  thee  among 
the  children  ?  Sec.  Thou  ihalt  call  me  my  Father."  2. 
.  Have  ye  received  the  Mediator  by  a  true  and  lively 
faith ;  for  it  is  hereby  we  become  children,  John  i.  2. 
*•  To  as  many  as  received  him,  he  gave  power  to  be- 
come the  fons  of 'God,'*  Gal.  iii.  26.  **  Ye  arc  all  the 
children  of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  We  can  be 
adopted  only  by  virtue  of  his  right,  who  is  the  elder 
brother,  and  heir  of  all  things.  3.  Are  you  like  you^ 
Father  ?  have  you  his  image  upon  you,  holinefs  ^  4.  Do 
you  fmcerely  lov^  Chrift^  your  elder  Brother  and  Re- 
deemer? 
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deeiher?  John  vUi.  42.  **  Jefus  faid  unto  thendi  if  God 
were  your  Father,  ye  would  lore  me.  5.  Do  ye  love 
and  efteem  all  the  children  of  the  fanoily^  as  the  excel- 
lent of  the  earth?  Pfal.  xvi.  2.  6.  Are  ye  heartily 
concerned  for  the  intereft  and  welfare  of  your  mother, 
the  church  I  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  6.  7.  Are  ye  troubled  fof 
offending  your  Father  ?  2  Chron.  xxxiv*  27.     8.  Are 

Jou  defirous  of  your  Father's  prefence  and  company  > 
'faL  xxvi.  8.     9.  H«ive  ye  childrens  appetites  for  your 
fpiritual  food?  PfaK  Ixxxiv.  i.  i  Pet*  ii.  2. 

IL  Try  if  you  have  the  Spirit  and  difpofitlon  of  heirs. 
I.  Is  it  your  main  care  to  make  fure  your  birthright, 
and  title  to  the  inheritance  ?  Many  of  God's  children 
'have  not  the  aflurUnce  hereof,  but  they  all  labour  after 
it|  and  are  reftlefs  without  it,  Matth.  vi  33.  2.  If 
you  be  heirs,  you  will  highly  value  your  birthright,  and 
not  be  willing  to  part  with  it  for  a  trifle  j  you  will  not 
(like  profane  Efau,  Heb.  xi.  16.)  fell  it  for  fenfual 
pleafuresy  and  gratifications  of  the  fl.fh  :  Nay,  your 
hearts  will  rife  againft  fatan-s  folicitations  to  break 
with  your  Father,  and  fell  your  birthright,  and  fay  with 
Naboth  to  Ahab,  i  Kings  xxi.  3.  *^  The  Lord  forbid  it 
me,  that  I  (hould  give  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers 
unto  thee."  God  forbid,  that  I  (hould  part  with  my 
portion  in  Chrift  for  worldly  gain,  carnal  fatisfadions^ 
or  any  earthly  delight  whatfomtver. 

3«  Your  hearts  and  thoughts  will  be  much  fet  upon 
your  heritage  above,  for  it  is  your  treafure,  and  **  where 
your  treafure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  alfo,"  Mat.  vi. 
21.  What  do  ye  think  moft  of,  when  ye  are  alone? 
Nebuchadnezzar,  when  he  was  alone,  thought  on  his 
large  territories,  Dan  iv.  29,  30.  "  Is  not  this  great  Ba- 
bylon, that  I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom,*' 
&c.  So,  if  you  be  heirs  of  heaven,  your  hearts  will  be 
running  much  thitlier. 

4*  In  the  time  of  your  *  difficulties  and  ftraits,  you 
will  be  drawing  your  comfort  and  encouragement  from 
the  large  and  goodly  heritage  you  are  entit  ed  t#  *,  and  , 
likewife  you  will  be  looking  and  waiting  when  it  will 
fall  into  your  hands  ^  yea,  ypu  will  .be  fending  (neflengers 
iuid  fpies  to  the  land  of  promife  to  furvey  it,  and  bring 

you 
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jrott  good  tidings  from  thence,  far  your  fuppott,  while 
in  the  wildernefs  ^  You  will  be  feaftiag  add  eQtert»in« 
ing  yourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  your  rich  iohcrttance 
and  portion  in  Chriil,  and  groaning  within  yourfelvefp 
<<  TVhcn  (hall  I  be  with  my  Father  and  elder  Brother 
above  !  When  ihaH  my  pilgrimage  be  finiihedi  and  the 
tinne  of  my  minority  expire,  that  I  m^y  enter  upon  thc*^ 
poflVffion."  Rom.  viii,  23.  "  We^  who.  have  thff  firft*^ 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  groan  within  ourfel^i  waiting  foi: 
the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemplion  of  our  llQdji^/'  -- 

Laftlyy  All  thofe  who  areicirs  of  heavcft-do  get  the 
feal  and  earned  of  thejnneritance.ptrt  in  their  hearts, 
.viz.  the  Spirit  of  God,  2  Cor.  1/22.  Eph.  i.  13,  14. 
<*  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  that  holy 
Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  earned  of  our  inheri- 
^t?isce,  until  the  redemption  of  the  purchafed  pofleiEon.'' . 
As  an  earned" penny  fecures  our  right  to  a  bargain,  and 
as  alfo  a  part  oif  it ;  fo  the  fandifying  Spirit,  or  grace 
of  God  in  the  heart,  is  a  pledge  and  earned  of  the  glo- 
rious inheritance  above.  O  communicants !  have  ye 
got  this  earned  in  your  fouls  ?  Are  yo  beginnmng  to 
^eap  the  fird  fruits  of  the  inheritance  I  Surely  it  will 
be  matter  of  rejoicing  to  find  it. 

^u€ft.  How  fiiall  1  know  if  I  have  got  the  Spirit  in 
my  heart>  as  the  feal  and  fird^fruits  of  the  inheri- 
tance ? 

Anf.  By  his  ablings  and  operations  in  your  fouls* 

1.  Wherever  he  b,  he  is  an  illuminating  Spirit,  that 
lets  you  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  excellency  of  Cbrift. 

2.  A  humbling  Spirit,  that  brings  the  foul  to  ly  in  the 
dud,  ^nd  abhor  ittdif  for  its  abominattons.  3*  A  Spi- 
rit of  prayer,  that  inclines  the  foul  to  come  to  its  fa- 
ther, for  the  fupply  of  warMs,  Gal.  iv.  6.  4.  A  fin- 
fubdtting  Spirit,  that  helps  to  weaken  and  mortify  in- 
dwelling corruption,  Rom.  viii.  13.  5.  A  (bul  fan^lt- 
fying  Spirit,  that  infufes,  increafes,  quickens,  and  ac- 
tuates grace  in  the  heart,  Eph.  iv.  23,  24.  Now^ 
whererer  tbefe  gracious  agings  and  operations  of  the 
Spirit  are  to  be  found,  you  may  conclude  you  have  got 
a  feal  of  your  beirdiip,  the  earned  and  £rft- fruits  of  the 
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inheriuncci  'at  a  pledge  of  your  being  fliortly  pat  ia 
poflei&on  of  alL 

IIL  Ufe  of  exhortatmf  to  two  forts,  i.  Thofe  who 
ate  afiens  and  foreigners,  a.  Thofe  who  are  chUdrcii« 
and  heirs  of  God. 

I.  I  fliall  fpeak  to  thofe  who  are  aliens,  have  no  Jn- 
tcreft  in  God's  family,  nor  the  childrens  pri?ilegcs ; 
and  yet  many  fuch  have  been  prefuming  to  eat  of  the 
childrens  bread,  to  which  they  have  no  right.  I  iti- 
treat  you  to  awake  from  your  fecurity,  and  confider  the 
mifery  of  your  date.  O !  that  God  would  found  ao 
alarm  in  your  ears. 

1.  If  vou  be  not  God's  children,  you  are  dogs  *,  anl 
yet  you  have  been  prefuming  to  meddle  with  the  chil- 
drens bread,  which  is  horrid  facrilege. 

a.  You  are  children  of  the  devil,  and  of  the  fi^imly 
of  hell ;  nay,  you  are  Satan's  bond  flaves.  There  is  no 
Inedium  ;  either  you  are  God's  children,  or  the  dcvirs 
flaves,  John  viii.  44.  And  what  have  Satan's  flavea  to 
do  with  God's  holy  things? 

3,  O  alien  and  foreigner !  thou  art  a  child  of  wrath, 
an  heir  of  hell  *,  this  is  thy  naHve  heritage  and  portioti,' 
and  this  fad  heritage  will  remain  fure  to  thee ;  when 
thou  leaveft  thy  fubflance  to  others,  this  (hall  go  along^ 
with  thyfclf  to  another  work!.  "  The  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  thee/'  both  here  and  eternally :  O  Hnner ! 
wrath  is  thy  conftant  covering  now,  and  the  heavens 
are  growing  blacker  and  blacker  every  day  above  thjr 
head.  The  earth  is  weary  of  thee  ;  the  pit  is  opening 
her  mouth  for  thee  •,  *'  Hell  is  groaning  for  thee  from 
beneath  j*  and  the  thread  of  life,  that  is  keeping  thee 
out  of  it,  is  juft  ready  to  break.  O  !  waken  before  it 
be  too  late. 

4.  Thou  art  "  without  God  in  the  world" ;  thou  haft 
no  inter  eft  in  God  as  thy  friend ;  thou  art  far  from 
God ;  he  is  thy  wrathful  enemy  :  Thy  hell  is  begun 
already  $  for  what  makes  hell,  but  exclufion  from  the 
prefer^ce  of  God  I  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfcd.**  Now 
you' are  gone  from  God  already,  with  his  curfe  upon 
you,  like  the  damned  j  only  your  cafe  is  not  defpcratc 
38  theirs  is :  There  is  fome  hope  of  your  rcturuing  to 

God 
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God  again ;  but  there  is  none  of  tbetrs.  *'  Q  \  turn 
then  to  the  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope/* 

5.  By  prefuming  on  the  Lord's  tablj?,  you  have 
drawn  a  new  curfe  on  yourfelves  \  for  ye  have  been 
mocking  God,  (bedding  Chrlft's  blood,  murdering  the 
blefled  Redeemer :  You  have  been  adting  Judas^a  partf 
faying,  "  Hail  Maftcrj^and  "  betraying  the  Son  of  God 
with  a  kifs/'  O  I  Satan's  ilaves,  you  have  been  eating 
Chrift's  bready  but  God's  curfe  was  on  the  morfel.you 
got ;  and  you  have  drawn  down  new  fouU plagues  pn 
yourfelves.  You'll  be  ten  times  more  Satan's  flaves 
than  you  were  before ;  for  to  all  your  other  fins  you 
have  added  this,  of  "  crucifying  Chrift  afrefli." 

^ueft.  Is  there  any  hope  for  fuch  children  of  wrath, 
and  heirs  of  hell  as  we  are  I  ^'  What  (ball  we  do  to  be 
favcd''* 

j§pf.  r.  I  fay  to  you,  as  Peter  to  Simon  Magus, 
Afts  viii.  21,  22.  "  Thou  haft  neithei  part  nor  lot  in 
this  matter  ;  thy  heart  is  not  right  with  God  :  repeUt 
therefore  of  this  thy  wickedncfs,  and  pray  Gpd  for  for- 
givencfs."  Repent  and  weep  over  a  flain  Chrifty  whom 
you  pierced  at  his  table,  anid  cry,  "  X40rd,  deliver  mc 
from  blood- guiltinefs."  O  can  you  weep  over  a  dead 
child,  or  friend  ?  Can  you  weep  for  thetofs  of  world^s 
wealth,  and  not  weep  for  the  lofs  of  your  fouls,  and  of 
your  Saviour  ? 

2*  Retire  into  fome  fecret  place,  and  there  meditate 
on  your  mifcry,  while  children  of  Satan,  and  heirs  of 
wrath  :  Firmly  believe  your  fad  ftate,  your  falvation  i^ 
impofii)3le,  while  in  it.  There  is  a  bill  of  excluHon  paft 
in  the  court  of  heaven,  again  ft  all  under  a  covenant  of 
works,  which  is  your  cafe.  Gal.  iv.  30.  "  The  fon  of 
the  bond-woman  fliall  not  be  heir  :**  heirs  of  wrath 
muft  not  be  heirs  of  glory  :  there  is  no  falvation  under 
this  covenant,  but  on  a  condition  impoflible,  perfed; 
obedience  to  the  law^  and  (atisfa£lion  to  divine  juftice 
for  the  wrong  already  done*  There  is  no  promife  in 
it  of  pardon,  no  place  for  repeotance,  no  accepting  the 
will  for  the  deed.  O  poor  forlorn  foulj  put  the  quef- 
tiou  to  thyfelf,  how  ftiall  I  live  in  this  cafe  ?  How  Ihall 
I  die  in  it  ?  How  flhall  I  appear  before  a  juft  God  in 
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it  ?  Surely»  a  ftate  of  wrath  is  too  hot  a  climate  for  my 
foul  to  live  in. 

3.  Cherifh  convidions  when  God  fends  them  :  Go 
not  to  run  aifray  with  God*s  arrows  of  conviftion  ftick- 
ing  in  four  confciences,  to  your  employmentsy  to  work 
them  out ;  to  your  cups,  to  drink  them  out ;  to  your 
bed,  to  fleep  them  out  \  to  your  companions,  to  fport 
them  away  :  No,  bvt  run  ^a  ith  them  to  the  great  Phy- 
fician  Chriff,  that  he  may  take  them  out  with  his  own 
hand,  and  apply  Gi)ead*s -balm  to  the  wound.  Alas  ! 
many  deftroy  thdir  immortal  fouls,  by  crucifying  their 
convi£\ion0, 

4.  Prefently  embrace  the  fwectgof pel- offers  that  are  . 
made  to.  you  ;  now  is  the  day  when  the  great  trumpet 
18  blown^  that  out- cad  pcrifhing  finners  may  come  and 
accept-of  the  gofpel- jubilee,  Ifa.  zxvii.  13.  Now  li- 
berty  is  proclaimed  to  the  captives  :  Now  the  heirs  of 
wrath  may  become  heirs  of  glory  :  And  what  way  is 
that  I  even  by  clofing  with  Chiift  in  a  marriage  cove« 
nant.  Come  marry  the  heir  of  all  things,  and  you 
(hall  be  freed  from  bondage,  and  heaven  fhall  be  your 
^wry.  Come  flee  prefently  out  of  the  dominion  of 
the  law,  -into  the  dominion  of  grace ;  and  there  the 
law*s  curfes  (hall  not  reach  you.  Accept  of  Jefus  Chrift 
on  the  term^  of  grace,  and  you  (hall  have  a  great  heri- 
tage with  him,  an  inheritance  that  (hall  laft  for  even 
Wordly  heritages  do  not  laft  \  all  your  riches  and  ho- 
nours, profits  and  pleafui^es,  muft  (hortly  be  buried 
with  you,  they  cannot  accompany  you  into  another 
world :  But  if  you  accept  of  Chrift,  as  your  Saviour 
and  Surety,  then  the  eternal  God  is  your  God,  ^<  and 
portion  for  ever."  O  heirs  of  wrath,  what  are  your 
hearts  faying  ?  Are  you  content  with  this  bargain  ? 
A.re  you  willing  to  leave  fatan's  flavery,  and  become 
children  and  heirs  of  fehe  great  King  ? 

5.  Remember  that  dreadful  vengeance  will  (hortly 
Teize  upon  nhem  that  refufe  fuch  a  glorious  heritage  : 
con(ider  what  is  abiding  you,  Pfal.  xi.  6*  '^  Snares,  (ire, 
brimflione^  and  an  horrible  tempeft|  (hall  be  the  portion 
of  your  cup." 

Vol.  III.  E  c  Exhort. 


Exhort,  H.  To  thofe  who  are  fbii^and  Wits  of  God. 
I  (hall  fpeak,  in  the  Jirfl  place,  fome  things  t»  yoii  all 
in  general. 

1 .  Haft  God,  of  hii^  free  mercy ^nd  rich  ]pncei  ihadt 
you  his  f(  ns  and  heirs,  then  be  humble,  and  remember 
tvhat  you  once  were.  When  God  found  you,  you  were 
**  children  of  wrath,  eren  as  others."  Free  love  hiith 
picked  you  our  from  among  the  it>ultitude  of  cdndemti* 
td  malefadors,  hath  cbmmsndcd  your  ffetters  t6  be  t^- 
ten  off,  put  a  pardon  In  your  hands^  and  brought  ydU 
forth  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  chiJdtfeft  of  God,  and 
made  you  "  htirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift.'* 
You  had  nothing  in  you  to  engage  him  to  tove  you, 
yet  he  loved  you,  when  you  were  moft  lostthfon^e*: 
What  matter  of  wonder  is  here  ;  The  giorbus  Bride- 
groom  courted  ^nd  efpoafed  you  to  himfelf  on  the  day 
in  5*rhich  you  might  have  been  led  forth  to  etedution! 
He  took  off  your  prifon-garment,  and  cloathed  you  with 
lobes  of  rightcoufnefs,  and  garments  of  falratJon  :  He 
took  the  chains  from  &ff  your  arms,  the  rope  from  1^ 
bout  your  neck,  and  put  his  own  comdinefs  ofl  yoo, 
that  you  might  be  fit  for  the  king's  table  !  Be  not  proud 
bf  your  gifts,  grac^es,  or  attamttients  :  but  remember, 
that  ye  were  once  "  chiMren  of  wrath,  even  as  others  %** 
all  you  have  is  borrowed*  Be  humble  alfo,  and  "  re* 
member  yt>ur  faults  this  day  j"  Mind,  hour  you  have 
forgotten  your  bcnefa6lor !  Hoy  unkindly  you  hai^e 
treatfed  him  that  remembered  you  in  your  low  eftate  1 
How  unfuitably  y6n  have  walked  !  *•  Is  this  youjr  kindi. 

"    nefs  to  your  friend  ?** 

2.  Pity  the  children  of  wrath,  and  heird  of  hell, 
that  (till  ly  in  chains  of  darknefs.  Be  not  unconcerned 
for  them,  f«.eing  ye  were  once  in  the  fame  condition 
with  them ;  ye  have  got  afhorc,  but  your  fellows  be* 
hind  you  are  ftill  in  danger  of  peri&itig.  Put  oil 
bowels  of  eompaflfion  for  them,  pity  them,  and  ufe  all 
means  for  their  deliverance 

3.  Be  content  with  your  lot  in  a  prefent  world,  and 
.  be  eafy  Under  your  prefent  ftraits  and  difficulties,  what- 
ever they  be  ;  for  you  have  the  profpeft  of  a  great  in* 
fccritance,  from  whence  you  may  take  encouragements 

under 
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imdef  eiFety  trial.  You  may  be  cafy  under  the  worWa 
hatred,  i^nd  ciirry  chcarfuUy  amidft  all  af&onts  and  in- 
juries, for  you  may  expe<£i  to  be  envied.  Favourites 
of  priocefr  are  commonly  flandered  and  .  abufed.  J6« 
iepK  was  hated  of. his  brethren,  becauie  his  father  (hew- 
ed more  thsn  ordkiary  kiodnefs  to  him.  <<  If  ye  were 
<^  the  woridi  ((aith  Chrid)  the  world  would  love  his 
own :  3ut  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have 
cbofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hat- 
ctb  you,"  John  xvi.  19.  But  let  this  foiace  yoiar 
fioinds  I  you  are  heirs  of  God,  and  deai[Iy  beloved  o^ 
him. 

4.  Live  as  ebiUrea  of  God,  and  heirs  of  tl^e  king- 
dom i  walk  worthy  of  your  dignity,  and  behave  fuita- 
bly  to  your  character.  You  have  the  angels,  thofe  great 
oficerc  of  the  crown,  and  chief  minifters  oiF  ftate,  ap- 
pointed tQ  wait  on  you  conftantly,  while  here  below, 
and  you  have  a  glorious  expe£tation  hereafter*  Saew 
forth  then  the  greatneiJB  and  noblenefs  of  your  fpirits, 
by  undervaluing  mean  and  fordid  things.  Let  your 
(pcech  and  actions  here  look  like  the  country  to  which 
ypu  are  going,  that  it  may  be  faid  of  you,  as  of  Gideon's 
children,  Judg.  viii.  i8*<*'  Each  one  refembled  the  chiU 
dren  of  a  king."  The  heirs  of  earthly  kings  have  been 
Qbferved  <p  have  had  generous  and  noble  fpirits,  and 
ha^ire  fcornedto  intermeddle  with  bafe  and  inferior  mat- 
ters. It  b  a  common  (lory  of  Alexander  the  Great^ 
&at  when  he  was  a  little  boy,  and  provoked  to  run  a 
race  with  oae  of  his  inferiors,  he  firii  demurred^  and 
then  flatly  refufed  the  challenge,  faying,  ^*  It  did  not 
b^qome  the  fpn  of  a  king  to.fubnut  to  fo  mean  an  under- 
taking, and  contend  with  one  fo  far  below  him.''  The 
brave  fpirit  of  that  princely  youth  may  .(hanie  thofe 
Christians  who  are  the  adopted  fons  of  God,  and  heirs 
to  a  crown,  that  Ihail  never  fade  ;  and  yet  oftentimes  are 
found  groveling  on  the  earth,  like  the  men  of  this 
W€)rld,  and  bufied  about  things  very  far  below  them* 
Let  the  heirs  of  heaven  maintain  a  holy  cohtempt  o£ 
tli^  world,  and  the  things  thereof.  Let  them  fet  their 
feet  on  thofe  things. on  which  worldlings  fet  their 
hearts}  and  reckon  themfelves  richer  and  happier  in 
£  e  a  thsi^ 
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their  relation  to  God  and  the  kingdom  above*  &an  any 
gracelefs  monarch  that  ever  wore  an  earthly  crown. 
Shall  earthly  men  make  fuch  a  noife  in  the  world,  and 
think  none  comparable  to  them,  becaufe  forfooth  their 
heap  of  dung  is  fome  bigger  than  their  neighbours  I 
(for  fo  Paul  efteems  the  world)  and  will  the  children 
of  the  king  of  heaven,  "  of  whom  the  world  is  not  wor- 
thy," Heb.  xi.  38.  be  fo  low^and  mean-fpirited,  as  to 
be  amufed  and  dazzled  with  the  world^s  vanities  :  who 
yet  have  God  for  their  portion,  Chrift  for  their  huf- 
band,  heaven  for  their  home,  and  glory  for  their  xica^ 
furc  ? 

5*  Let  the  heirs  of  heaven  be  mutually  concerned  in 
one  another ;  let  them  fympathize  together,  when  any 
of  them  is  in  trouble,  and  aifo  rejoice  in  one  another'^ 
welfare*  And  when  the  time  cometh  that  they  arrive 
at  full  age,  and  are  taken  up  to  the  pofieffion  of  their 
inheritance,  (though  they  be  your  near  relations)  do 
not  quarrel  God's  providence,  or  mourn  *'  as  thofe  that 
have  no  hope ;"  or  carry^  as  if  you  grudged  their  hap- 
pinefs  \  but  chearfully  fubmit  to  your  Father's  will,  and 
rejoipe  in  their  preferment ;  for  the  **  day  of  their  death 
is  better  than  the  day  of  their  birth.'' 

6.  Be  earned  in  prayer,  that  God  may  raife  up  ma* 
ny  young  heirs  to  fupply  the  room  of  thofe  that  he  is 
taking  home.  Let  the  heirs  of  God  be  never  fq  much 
increafed,  God's  children  will  not  envy  their  number, 
but  greatly  rtjoice  therein  ;  feeing  the  inheritance  is 
Taft,  and  infinitely  fatisfying  to  both  men  and  angels : 
and  our  heavenly  Father  is  highly  glorified  in  the  mul- 
titude of  his  children.  And,  la/iiy^  When  heirs  are 
brought  into  the  family,  carry  affectionately  to  them  ; 
be  kind  to  young  heirs,  efpecially  during  the  time  of 
their  nonage  and  want  of  experience ;  be  for  *'  eyes  to 
the  blind,  and  feet  to  the  lame,"  and  great  (hall  be  your 
reward  in  heaven. 

In  the  nepst  place,  I  (hall  fay  fomething  moreparticu* 
larly  to  thofe  who  were  at  their  father's  table  yefter* 
day,  of  whom  I  prefume  there  have  been,  and  are,  fc- 
veral  forts. 

I.  There 
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!•  There  may  be  fome  (I  hope)  that  have  grcmnd  to 
fay.  That  they  came  to  their  Father's  table,  and  he 
fmiled  on  them,  and  dealt  bountifuHy  with  them.  To 
fuch  I  fhaH  fay  thefe  few  things  :  i  •  Wonder  at  the 
Lord's  kiminefs,  and  blefs  his  name  with  your  whole 
fouls,  for  hu  diftinguiftiing  favours  to  you,  who  wer^ 
by  nature  enemies  of  God,  and  children  of  fatan,  a* 
Hoid  fad  and  improve  carefuly  what  you  have  got,  and 
let  not  fatan  rob  you  of  if.  3.  Sympathize  with  other 
children  of  the  family,  that  have  not  won  your  length, 
but  perhaps  are  under  gteat  difcouragements;  mind 
their  cafe,  and  fpeak  a  good  word  for  them  now,  while 
you  arc  favourites  of  heaven. 

II.  In  the  ntnt  place,  I  (hall  fpeak  to  thofe  heir<  of 
heaven,  who,  notwithilanding  of  their  being  at  the  ta- 
ble, remain  full  of  doubts  and  fears,  and  are  very  ap- 
prehenfive  that  God  has  not  yet  put  them  among  the 
children,  nor  given  them  a  right  to  the  heir's  portiork 
Well,  what  is  the  ground  of  your  doubting  ?  u  Oh, 
faith  one,  I  fcaree  feel  the  working  of  the  fanflifying 
Spirit  of  God  in  my  foul,  which  is  the  common  earned: 
or  pledge  of  the  inheritance!  that  God  ufeth  to  give  to 
his  heirs  while  here.  Ans.  Though  grace  be  weak'  in 
you,  you  muft  **  not  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  thinp,** 
or  fay  you  have  none  at  all :  Nay,  blefs  God^  if  thoa 
canft  fpy  any  fpark  of  grace  in  thy  heart  at  all,  and  praf 
that  God  may  cherifh  it.  A  man  that  gets  an  eiarneit 
of  a  good  bargain,  is  not  much  difcouraged  whether  it 
be  a  greater  or  fmaller  piece  of  money,  a  fixpence,  or 
half  a  crown,  for  he  thinks  the  lead  piece  is  a  fuiScient 
earned  or  pledge  from  an  honeft  man  of  his  bargain  ; 
and  he  is  eafy,  feeing  he  knows  he  has  to  do  with  one 
that  is  faithful,  and  will  not  go  back  of  his  word ;  In- 
deed he  might  be  difcouraged,  if  that  which  he  got 
were  not  an  earnell  penny :  But  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference betwixt  a  piece  of  money  tjiat  is  given  in  gra»- 
titade,  and  that  which  is  given  only  in  earneft,  as  a 
pledge  of  a  far  greater  fum,  or  of  a  very  rich  bargain^ 
O  heir  of  heaven,  remember  this,  the  fmall  degree,  of 
grace  thou  haft,  is  given  only  as  an  earneft  of  more 
grace,  yea,  of  eternal  glory  itfcif, 

2.  Another 
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In  the  latter  end  of  this  chapter,  the  prophet  is  re- 
proving the  people  of  God,  who  are.  now  fuppofed  ta 
be  captives  at  Babylon,  for  their  unbelief  and  defpon- 
dcncy  under  their  afBi£iion,  tn  faying  or  thinking  God 
had  either  caft  them  off,  or  could  not  help  them,  vcrfe 
27.  For  remedying  whereof,  hfe  puts  them  in  mind  of 
God'^s  power  and  all-fufEciency.  to  help  in  the  gr<siteft 
ftr^hsr  verfe  2S.  And  in  the  text  and  following  v^rfes^' 
Itc  affiares  them  of  God's  compsffion,  and  readinefs  to 
\^\p  them  under  all  their  finking  difjpourage mental 
•*  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,"  &c. 

More  particularly  in  the.  text,  we  may  nojice  thcfe 
tilings:  !•  The  fad  cafe  of  many  of  God's  people  in 
captivity,  "  They,  were  faint  and  without  might,"  .i,.c. 
They  were  under  preflurqs  and  burdens  both  outward 
and  inward,  that  were  ready  to  cruih  them,  and  makc= 
them  faint  away ;  they  were  called  to,  feveral  pieces 
both  of  fervice  and  fuffering,  for  which  they  h^d  no 
ftrcngth  nor  might  of  themfelves.  2.  We  have  their 
mercy  and  privilege  under  this  fad  cafe  ;  power 
zndj^rengi^i  i.e.  fpiritual ftrength  mainly,  which  is 
gracioufly  promifed  them  for  their  encouragement, 
under  all  their  faintin^s  and  trials.  3.  The  author 
of  this  privilege)  ♦*  The  everlafting  God,  the  L,ord  Je- 
hovah, with  whom  is  cverlafthig  ftrength,  who  fainteth 
not,  neither  is  weary."  4.  The  way  how  this  mercy 
is  conveyed  ;  it  is  in  a  way  of  free  gift,  without  any 
worth  or  merit  on  our  part ;  he  giveth  it,  and  he  en* 
creafeth  it ;  he  giveth  (Irength  where  i^  is  not,  and  he 
cncreafeth  it  where  it  is  alr^^ady  given  in  any  meafure* 

Doctrine.  "  That  as  the  Lord^s  people  while  here 
are  liable  to  many  fainting  difcouragements,  under  . 
which  they  cannot  fupport  themfelves,  fo  the  Lord  is 
pkafed  to  give  them  fuitable  ftrength  for  all  their  exi- 
gencies." This  is  alfo  confirmed  from  that  gracious 
promife,  recorded  in  the  following  chapter,  Ifa.  xli,  10. 
**  Fear  thou  not,  for  i  am  with  thee  :  be  not  difmay- 
ed,  for  I  am  thy  God ;  1  will  ftrengthen  thee,  yea,  I 
will  help  thee  ;  yea,  1  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right 
hand  of  my  rightcoufnefs."  And  the  pfalmift  confirms 
this  truth  by  his  own  comfortable  experience^  Pfal. 
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cxvxvtii.  3.  <*  In  the  day  when  I  cried,  tiiott  atif waredft 
me,  andrftrenifthene'dft  me  with  ftrength  t&  my  foul.'^ 

The  method  I  chufe'  for  profecutmg  this  dodiine, 
(hall  be, 

T.  To  e^cpiife  into  thdfe  fainting  difcdutagements^ 
which  believeiis  labour  under  while  here. 

%-  Why  the  Xjord  doth  let  them  meet  with  fucb 
trials* 

-   3 . '  Ho#'  it  i«  that  the  Lord  doth  ftvengthen  his  tiEtafe 
and  fainting  people. 

4.  What  are  the  great  ends  and  nfea  fof  whteh  the 
Lord  givee  fuehftrength  to  his  pec^e. 

5.  Give  feme  reafons  to  proi^e,  that  the  Lord  will 
certainly  give  them  this  ftrengdfe 

6.  Make  impFovement. 

I.  As  to  the  firft ;  v\%.  To  tnftance  fotiie  o^  theib 
faintifig  difeouhigements  that  believers  labour  undet 
while  herein  and  which,  in  »  fpecial  manner,  do  call 
-for  divine  feppett.  And  thefe  are  of  two  forts  \  via» 
Either  of  a  temporal  or  fpt#iti»al  nature* 

I  •  Sometimes  they  meet  wiih  external  aAi£kiiig  pitM 
ridences,  which  are  very  difeouraging :  As,  ( 1  •)  Wkea. 
they  are  try  (led  ^ith  povirty  and  want^  fo  that  Ae^ 
know  not  how  to  fubfift  themfelves  and  their  families  $ 
this  is  a  great  trial,  and  requires  fpiritual  ftreogtb  from, 
Gerf  to'help  them  ta  carry  right  under  it.  (2.)  Whea 
they  are  deftitnte^of  €ttrthfyfri$nd^^  and  \aisnt  none  tO' 
comfort  or  fympathife  with  them  in  trouble  $  this  i» 
alfo  a  heavy  trial  that  needs  Rrength  from  God.  (3.) 
When  they  arc  loaded  with  rep¥0(uh§s  and  mtfi-e^ifenm. 
tatims^  and  that  not  only  from  enemies,  but  even  ^om, 
friends;  this  hath  been  very  finking  tQ  the  beft  ol 
God's  people'.  (4.)  When  they  are  tryfted  with  rfie 
death  an<f  lofs  of  near  and  dear  relations,  plea&nt  chil- 
dren^ and  helpful  friends  )  this  cafe  has  been  afil  £bing 
to  many.  (5.)  When  they  are  under  bodily  fiLknefs. 
or  racking  pains,  fa  that  they  "  have  no  reft  in  theit 
bonesi  wearifome  nights  are  appointed  for  theoH  and 
they  are  full  of  toflings  till  the  dawning  of  the  day.*' 
(6.)  When  they  have  a  near  view  of  meetmg  with 
death,  that  king  of  tervofs,  and  tenor  of  kings.     (7  > 
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When  they  arc  under  the  oppreffions  and  perfecuHon 
of  cnif  1  enemies.  Thefc  are  trials  that  the  dearcft  of 
God's  children  arc  expofcd  to,  and  under  which  they 
would  be  ready  to  faint,  if  they  were  not  (Irengthenjed 
from  above-  And  efpecially  thofe  outward  preffures 
are  very  (inking,  and  difcouraging  to  them  ;  efpeciaily 
Dvhen  they  think  it  is  their  fin  that  has  brought  them 
Jntothcfe  fad  circumdances,  or  when  their  trials  arc 
of  a  long  continuance,  and  it  mav  be  fomething;  in 
them  appears'  to  be  fingular,  as  it  was  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Jews  in  Babylon.  .  Then  it  is  that  God's  people  are 
ready  to  faint  and  fuccumb ;  and  ihould  look  to  God 
to  ilep  in  with  fuitable  fupplies  of  ftren^th. 
•  2.  Sometimes  God's  people  are  tryfted  with  fainting 
difcouragements  of  a  fpiritual  nature :  As,  (i.)  When 
they  find  indwelling  corruption,  and  heart-plagues 
ftrong  and  prevailing  :  This  cafe  was  very  afife^ing  and 
afili£king  to  David,  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  and  to  Paul,  Rom.  vii* 
24.  and  to  the  church,  when  they  cried  out  Ifa.  Ixiv.  6. 
<*  Our  iniquities  like  the  wind  have  taken  us  away  :*' 
q.  d.  The  tide  is  fo  ftrong,  we  have  np  might  to  ftem  It. 
(a.)  When  the  enemy  is  exalted^  over  ihem^  and  fatan 
doth  harrafs  them  with  blafphemous  injedions,  horrid 
atheiftical  thoughts,  and  violent  temptations ;  he  fome- 
times  tempts  God's  children  to  the  greateft  of  fins,  as 
be  tempted  Job  to  curfe  God  :  How  is  the  foul  ready 
to  faint  at  fuch  a  time,  if  it  get  not  firength  from  God ! 
and  crteth  out,  '^  How  long  (hall  mine  enemy  be  ex- 
sdted  over  me  ?  It  is  like  a  fword  in  my  bones,  when 
the  enemy  reproacheth  me,  and  faith  daily  to  me,  where 
is  thy  God  ?  O  my  rock,  why  haft  thou  forgotten  me  ? 
why  go  I  mourning  becaufe  of  the  oppreflion  of  the 
enemy  ?" 

3.  When  God  hides  his  face,  and  they  cannot  get 
accefs  to  him  in  duty;  fo  as  they  chink,  they  are 
given  up  and  left.toftruggle  with  fatan  and  corruption 
in  their  own  ftrength.  That  is  a  melancholy  caie  to 
the  foul,  under  which  it  would  faint,  without  fecret 
fupport  from  God. 

,  4.  When  they  find  their  hearts  wholly  out  of  frame 
for  any  fpiritual  duty  \  by  reafon  pf  much  backward* 
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nefs  to  it,  wearying  of  it,  and  corruption  working  in 
them,  which  carries  them  away  from  God  in  time  of  ' 
duty  :  Such  as  atheifm,  unbelief,  worldly- mindednefs, 
heart  hardnefs^  &:c.  Now  the  foui  would  faint,  and 
wholly  backflide  from  God,  if  h^:  did  not  fecrctly  up* 
hold  it. 

5.  When  the  ibul  is  brotight  back  again,  as  it  were, 
to  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai,  and  made  to  hear  the  thun* 
derings  theitof,  and  the  curfes  of  a  broken  law  renew- 
ed :  The  law  gets  a  new  commiffion  to  take  the  man 
into  cuftody,  and  put  his  feet  into  the  (locks :  So  that 
the  old  wounds  are  opened,  and  former  guilt  is  revived, 

,  and  God  feems  to  behave  to  him  like  a  ilranger  or  an 
enemy*  Thus  he  did  to  Haman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii,  Now, 
at  fuch  a  time  the  foul  is  ready  to  faint,  and  fay,  '<  Is 
his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ^  Will  he  be  favourable 
no  more  ?  Hath  he  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  Hath  he 
in  anger  (hut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  But  efpecially  if 
ficknefs,  or  the  meflenger  of  death,  conde  and  knock  at 
the  man's  door,  while  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Ol.  how  is  he 
"diftreffed  with  the  melancholy  apprehenfions  of  death 
and  judgment  ?  "  Death  (tlunks  he,)  is  near,  and  I  am 
moil  unready  for  it  \  judgm^  nt  is  approaching,  thj  ac- 
counts are  unclear,  and  the  Judge's  face  all  covered 
with  frowns."  Now  the  foul  indeed  would  faint  if  Go4 
in  Chrift  did  not  fupport  it» 

6.  As  believers  have  many  fainting  difcouragements, 
upon  the  account  x>f  their  own  cafe,  fo  alfo  upon  a 
public  account,  in  refpe£l  of  the  church  and  land 
wherein  they  live :  as,  1 .  When  they  fee  a  fpirit  of 
flurtiber  and  deep  fieep  fallen  upon  profeiTors,  fo  that 
they  are  not  nu)vcd  with  the  judgments  of  Go«i,  when 
denounced  both  by  his  word  and  providence  \  yea, 
though  *'  the  fire  be  kindled,  and  burning  round  about 
them,  yet  they  lay  it  not  to  heart/'  2f  When  they  fee 
religion  under  a  great  and  vifible  decay  among  all  ranks, 
many  turning  daily  more  carelefs  and  xndifftrent  about 
duty,  more  flack,  about  family  worihip  and  fecret  pray- 
er, and  daily  more  carnal  and  worldly  in  their  coiivtr- 
fation.  When  they  lee  chriftian  love  decay,  divifions 
and  animofities  increafe,  nialice,  envy,  and  hatred  of 
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one  another  prevail,  and  people /growing  more  felfifli»- 
minding  their  own  things,  xi^d  carelefs  about  the  things 
of  Jeftts  Oirift.  3.  When  they  fee  God's  Smrit  in  a 
fad  meafure  withdrawn  from  the  afTemblies  of  hts  peo* 
pie  \  ordinances  become  as  a  fealed  book,  dry  breafts, 
and  a  mifcarrying  womb,  fo  that  Ichabod  may  be  writ- 
ten on  them,  or  G^d  is  departed ;  when  they  fee  com- 
munions Hfelefsi  and  not  what  diey  wont  to  be*  Chrift 
is  abfent,  and  yet  few  fenfiUe  of  the  judgmenc,  or  lay- 
ing it  to  heart,  fo  as  to  lament  after  the  Lord.  They, 
fee  many  bufy  to  fm  him  away,  but  few  endearouring 
t6  pray  him  back  again.  The  fincere  feekevs  of  God 
are  often  like  to  faint  under  thb  difcottragemcnt.  4. 
When  they  fee  many  profeflbrs  making  foul  flips*  yea, 
falling  into  fcandalous  iins^  to  the  reproach  of  religion, 
and  hardening  of  the' wicked  \  and  but  few  like  to  be 
found  fincere  in  their  profcflion.  5/  When  they  fee 
thefe  thiA  are  truly  godly,  tender  and  confeientious  in 
thehrwalk,  public-fpirited  and  concerned  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  Chrift,  removing  and  going  odF  xht  ftage  : 
This  is  a  very  melancholy  and  finking  difcottrtgensent 
to  the  few  that  are  left  behind,  under  which  thqr  need 
fopport  from  God  :  hence  it  was  that  the  Pialmift 
cries  fo  eam^ly,  Pfal.  xii.  i.  "  Help,  Lord,  for  the 
godly  man  ceafeth :  for  the  faithful  fail  from  among 
die  children  of  men.'' 

II.  The  (econd  thing  propofed  was,  to  enqiure  why 
the  Lord  lets  his  people  he  tryftcd  with  fuch  faintii^ 
difcouragements. 

I.  To  correft  them  for  their  former  faults  and  mif- 
carriages ;  hence  we  read,  Jer.  iv.  i8*  when  the  Lord 
had  threatened  feveral  fad  things  againft  his  people,  he 
faith,  •*  thv  ways  and  thy  doings  have  procured  dicfe 
things  to  thee.'*  God  will  have  his  people  to  fmart 
for  hn ;  not  to  make  any  fatiefafUon  for  fin^  hut  to 
render  fin  bitter  unto  them. 

a.  To  humble  and  make  them  low,  in  midft  of  their 
great  attainments  and  fignal  enjoyments ;  Believers  are 
ftill  apt  to  be  puffed  up  with  thefe,  if  they  were  not 
kept  under  by  humbling  difpeniations*  Hence,  even 
^aui  him(olI  bad  a  mc^en^er  of  latan  fent  to  buffet  - 
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btm,  **  left  heihouU  be  exalted  above  meaftti«|  thfo* 
the  abundance  of  revelations,"  a  Cor*  xii.  S. 

3*  To  let  them  know  the  dttFerence  betwixt  earth 
and  heaven,  a  oliilitant  and  triomphant  ftate.  When 
things  go  weU  with  us  in  the  world,  we  are  apl  to  (afs 
with  Peter  on  the  mount,  *^  It  is  good  for  us  to  be 
here*'*  But  when  thefe  go  ill,  God's  people  turn  their 
tongue,  and  fay  with  the  Pfalmifl,  Pfai.  Ixxiit.  27.  '*  It 
b  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to  God."  When  we  hvc 
at  eafe,  we  are  ready  to  think  ourftlves  at  hone :  .but 
when  trouble  comes,  we  begin  to  fay,  <*  Arife»  let  us 
depart,  this  is  not  our  reft."  It  is  not  eafy  to  wean  us 
from  the  comforts  of  this  life ;  and  therefore  God  many 
tim^s  doth  rub  gall  and  wormwood  on  the  breafts  of 
this  pvcfent  world,  to  imbitter  its  comforts,  and  take 
our  hearts  off  it. 

4.  To  awaken  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  make  them 
more  importunate  in  their  addrtffes  to  the  throne  o( 
grace,  Pfal.  cxxx.  i.  Cbrift  fuffered  the  ftorm  (o  con« 
tinue^  till  the  (hip  was  almoft  overwhelmed,  that  the  s/ 
difciples  might  eome  and  awaken  him  with  their  cries 
to  help  them,  Matth.  viii.  25* 

J.  That  hb  people  may  get  new  proofs  of  Jus  love 
and  tender  care  in  ftrengthening  fuch  weak  reeds  as 
ttiey  are,  to  endure  fuch  ftouns  1  and  in  his  (tepping 
m  fo  feafonably  for  their  relief  and  fupport,  when  resH 
dy  to  faist  and  fuccumb.  God's  peopie  have  much  to 
fpeak  on  this  account,  to  tlie  praafe  of  his  free  gracci 
Pfal.  xciv.  I  ft*  *<  When  I  faid,  my  loot  ilippetb,  thy 
nevcy,  O  Lord,  held  me  up.'^ 

6.  To  caufe  his  people  long  for  heaven,  and  mead 
their  pace,  in  the  way  jo  it,  Phil.  i.  23.  There  is  a 
g^eat  difference  betwixt  our  prayers  in  heaith  and  in 
iicknels}  our  repentings  in  profperity  and  adveifity, 
Ih.  xxvi.  16.  Hof.  V.  15.  He  that  in  profperity  pray- 
ed  with  a  cold  heart  and  dry  eyes,  can  in  af&it^ion  cry 
^o«d,  and  mingle  his  prayers  with  tears.  Though 
heaven  was  much  out  of  fight  and  out  of  mind  before, 
and  he  had  fcarce  a  thought  of  fticting  i  yet  now  when 
diftrefs  comes,  he  begins  to  figh  with  David,  FfaU  W. 
6.  **  O  that  1  had  wings  like  a  dove  y  for  then  would 

I  flee 
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I  Sec  away,  and  be  at  reft  :  I  woaM  haftcn  my  cfcapc 
from  the  windy  tempcft.** 

in.  The  next  thing  is  to  enquire,  how  it  is  that  the 
Lord  doth  (Irengthen  his  weak  and  fainting  people* 
And  here  I  (hall  do  two  things  :  (i.)  Enquire  into  the 
nature  of  this  fpiritual  ftrength  the  Lord  doth  give  his 
people.  (?•)  Into  the  way  and  manner  how  %t  con- 
veys it  to  them. 

As  to  the  firjly  This  fpiritual  ftrength,  fuppofeth, 
that  the  foul  is  made  alive,  and  raifed  out  of- the  grave 
of  ^Mk  and  a  natural  ft^te,  by  the  quickening  fpirit  of 
God.  And  that  the  foul  is  united  to  Chrift  by  faith, 
who  IS  the  fountain  and  channel  of  all  grace  and  fpiri- 
tnal  ftrength. 

But  more  direftly,  God's  ftrengthening  his  people, 
imports  thefe  things  : 

1.  The  Lord's  creating  and  implanting  the  habits  of 
grace  in  the  foul,  which  are  the  ftrength  of  the  foul : 
and  therefore  called  the  armour  of  God,  and  our  (hicld 
%xi^  helmet,  Eph.  vi. 

2.  Hts  increafing  of  grace  in  the  fqul ;  for  he  not 
only  plaits  fhefe  habits,  but  ftrengthens  them,  and  gra- 
dnatly  perfects  what  he  has  begun,  Pfal.  xcii.  12,  13. 

3.  His  breathing  on  his  own  work  of  grace  in  the 
foul,  and  thereby  a£luating  his  people's  graces,  and 
drawing  them  forth  into  a  lively  exercife  :  For  God 
muft  not  only  plant  grace  and  increafe  it,  but  alfo  fet 
it  a  work,  and  bring  tt  into  aftion,"  Phil.  ii.  13.  "  It 
IS  Gcd  that  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do." 

4.  1  he  Lord'6  ftrengthening  of  his  fainting  people, 
inr  ports  his  letting  cut,  and  conveying  of  frcfti  fupplies 
of  grace  to  his  \  topic,  in  the  time  of  their  need.  Not 
only  doth  he  plant,  increafe,  and  af^uate  'grace,  but 
like  wife  he  doth  con.e  in  with  Itaionable  fupplies  and 
reinforcements  to  the  we?.k  and  decayed  graces  of  his 
pecpltr,  anfwerable  to  their  prtflures  and  exigencies. 
Gidce  of  itfell  is  but  a  creature,  and  fubjf^  to  perifh, 
and  would  icon  be  deftroyed  by  the  htquent  attacks 
ir.sde  upon  it,  if  it  were  not  feafonably  reinforced  with 
new  luf  plies  f rem  its  author.  Ana  thus  the  Lord, 
from  time  to  time,  feeds  the  believer'^  lan>p  with  frefh 
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oil ;  gives  it  more  faith,  more  love»  more  hope*  and 
more  defires  j  and  thus  he.  gives  power  to  the  faint, 
and  (Irengthens  tbefe  things  which  re4naia  when  ready 
to  die. 

5.  It  imports  the  fupplyint;  the  foul  with  exoeriences 
of  the  power,  mercy,  aad  faithfulnefs  of  G  jd,  f  )r  the 
nouriihing  and  (tren^theninp;  of  faith  in  the  ti  ne  of 
trial ;  and  therefore  we  find  the  Lord,  whe  1  he  is 
flrengtheninpr  his  fainting  peo^^le,  in  the  text  ani  con- 
text, he  refers  them  to  their  former  cxp^riencs,  vc/fe 
27,  28.  "  Haft  thou  not  heard  ?  Haft  thou  not  known  ?" 
How  then  fayft  thou,  that  God  hath  forfaken  thee  i 
Often  do  we  find  Divid  ftrengthczning  his  faith  this 
way^  Pfal.  xlii.  &  civi. 

6.  It  lies,  in  the  Lord's  applying  to  the  foul  his  gra-> 
cious  and  comfortable  promtfes,  and  thereby  animating 
his  people  with  fpiritudl  courage  and  refolutijn  to 
grapple  with  all  their  enemies  and  difficulties.  He 
(hows  that  God  is  on  their  fide,  that  his  '^  grace  \%  fuf- 
iicient  for  them,*'  and  that  he  will  never  leave  them, 
nor  forfake  them,"  Ifa*  xli.  io«  PfaU  cxviii.  6«  Ueb« 
xiii.  5,  6.  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 

7.  The  Lord  ftrengthens  his  people,  by  giving  them 
an  encouraging  view  and  profpe£l  of  a  happy  outgate 
from  all  their  trials  and  difcouragements,  and  of  a  gla* 
rious  victory  over  all  their  enemies.  Job.  xix.  25.  Rom. 
xvi.  20.  2  fim.  iv.  7,  8. 

IL  I  come  to  the  fecond  thing ;  viz.  To  (hew  the 
way  and  manner  how  this  fpiritual  ftrength  is  convey- 
ed to  believers*  And  this  you  may  take  up  in  thefe 
following  propofitions  : 

f .  God  has  treafured  up  in  JefusChrift  his  Son,  a 
fulnefs  of  grace  and  fpiritual  Itrength  for  his  people. 
As  our  Mediator  is  the  purchafer  of  this  ftrength,  fo  he 
is  .the  truftee,  to  whom  it  is  given  in  order  to  be  beftow- 
ed  upon  believers:  This  is  clear,  (i.)r  From  the  pro- 
mifes  of  God  for  giving  ftrength,  they  run  in  this  chan- 
nel, Zech.  X.  12.  **  I  Will  ftrengthen  them  in  the  Lord  % 
(i.  e.  in  Chrift)  and  they  fhall  walk  up  and  down  in  his 
name,  faith  the  Lord,  (a.)  From  the  precepts  of  God, 
which  are  in  the  fame  itrain,  £ph«  vi«  lo.   *'  Be  ftrong 

in 
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in  the  Lordy  and  in  thepowfcr  of  his  might/'  2  Tirfi* 
iu  !•  "  My  fan,  be  ftfong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Jefns 
Chnft.'*  (3.)  From  the  pra^ice  oif  the  faints,  they  all 
look  for  their  ftrength  this  way,  Ifa.  xlv.  24..  **  Surely, 
fliall  one  fay,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  aiid 
ftiength,"  And  Paul  faith,  Phil.  iv.  13.  **  I  can  do 
all  things  through  Chrift  which  ftrengtheneth  me." 
So  that  Chrid  is  our  head  of  influence  and  (lore-keep- 
er. The  ftocfc  of  out  grace  and  ftrength,  fince  Adam's 
fall  and  mifmanagement,  is  all  put  in  Chrift*s  hand} 
he  is  the  great  fteward  of  heaven,  the  key  of  the  ft  ore- 
houfe  is  in  his  cuftody,  ^nd  on  him  we  muft  <laily  de« 
pend  for  neceifary  fuppUes* 

2.  The  way  that  Chrift  our  head  and  treafurer  com- 
municates his  ftrength,  and  gives  out  the  neceifary  fup- 
plies  thereof  to  his  people,  is  by  the  miniftratton  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  and  his  gracious  operations  and  influences 
on  their  fouls,  John  xv.  29.  John  xvi.  14,  i^.  And 
for  this  effed,  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  believers,  to 
excite  and  draw  forth  their  graces  to  frequent  afts  and 
.a  liv«ly  exercife ;  and  to  give  them  thofe  gracious  aids 
and  affiftances,  their  exigences  do  call  for. 

3.  The  way  that  the  holy  Spirit  gives  this  ftrength 
to  believers  is,  in  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  4,  5,  6,  7.  Where  we  fee, 
thstt  thofe  who  would  go  from  strength  to  ftrength,  muft 
dwell  in  God's  houfe,  and  attend  his  ordinances.  We 
expedi  not  our  daily  food  without  labourifig,  tilling, 
fowing  and  reaping  ;  fo  neither  can  we  look  for  fpiri« 
tual  ftrength  but  in  the  ufe  of  the  word,  facraments 
iand  prayer* 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  general  method,  is.  To 
fliow  what  are  the  great  ends  and  ufes,  for  which  the 
Lord  gives  this  fpiritual  ftrength  to  his  people. 

1 .  He  gives  it  to  them  for  doing  or  performing  of 
duty  'f  for  without  new  fupplies  of  ftrength,  we  can- 
not aft  fpiritually,  nor  pcrfevere  in  duty  :  Hence  the 
fpoufe  cries  out,  Cant.  i.  4.  *•  Draw  me,  and  we  will 
run  after  thee."  And  the  Pfalmift  fajth,  Pl'al.  cxix  32. 
<*  I  will  run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments,  when 

thott 
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ihalt  enlarge  niy  hear^**  God*8  work  muft  ever  be 
done  in  God's  ftrcngth. 

2.  He  gives  it  Tor  fuffering,  and  bearing  of  creflee 
arid  affliflions,  and  we  need  God's  (Irengrh  thtt  we 
may  do  it  without  murmuring  or  fainting.  Col.  u  i  i* 

3.  For  fighting,  we  have  ftrong  and  dalngeroU)  ene« 
mies  to  confli{%  with,  the  devil,  the  world,  and  indwell 
ling  (in  ;  and  we  \iVii  no  ftrength  of  our  own  to  refift 
or  fubdue  them  :  wherefore,  we  muft  look  to  God  for 
fupernatural  ftrength. 

V.  The  next  jthing  was  to  give  reafons,  why  the 
Lord  will  certamly  give  fuitable  ftrength  to  his  people 
under  all  their  exigencies. 

1.  Becaufe  it  was  purchafed  for  them  by  their  Sure- 
ty Chrift,  and  promifed  to  them  in  him,  Zech.  x.  12. 

2.  Becaufe  they  were,  in  the  moft  folemn  and  (brious 
mannerj  recommended  to  the  care  of  God  by  Ms  be- 
loved Son  Jefus  Chrift,  when  lie  was  leaving  the  world, 
Jdhn  xvii.  ii. 

3.  BecaOife  of  their  near  relation  to  him^  and  hk 
great  love  to  them  \  they  are  the  fubjefts  of  his  king- 
dom, the  children  of  his  family ;  yea,  they  are,  as  it 
were,  the  wife  of  his  foofom ;  aQd  will  he  not  then 
take  fpecial  care  of  them  ? 

.  4.  Becaufe  they  rely  and  depend  wholly  upon  the 
Lord  himfelf  for  this  ftrength  and  fupport,  Ifa.  xxvi. 
3.  Pfal.  Ivii.  2. 

*  5.  Becaufe  the  Lord  knows  that  his  people  have 
many  ftrong  and  dangerous  enemies;  and  that  they 
have  no  inherent  ftrength  to  hold  out  agatnft  them, 
having  loft  all  that  by  the  fall.  Yea,  he  knows  that  they 
have  a  natural  bentnefs  to  backfliding,  that  the  feed 
of  die  worft  fin  is  in  them,  and  oCthemfelves  tliey  paKi- 
not  ftand  before  the  leaft  fpafk  of  a  temptation ;  and  fo 
would  be  infallibly  Undone,  if  he  did  not  ftrengthen 
them,  Hof.  ii,  7.  iPfilm  xix.  13, 

APPLICATION. 

Ufe  I.  Oi  ln/orfnattott»    We  may  hence  fee, 
1.  That  worldly  profpcrity  and  carnal  joy  are  nofign 
Vol.  111.  G  g  of 
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of  God's  favour:  For  God's  people  arc  fubjcft  to  ma- 
ny fainting  d;fcourageffients  here.  "Wicked,  men  re- 
ceive their  good  things  in  this  life,  but  believers  good 
things  are  to  come. 

2.  We  Inay  hen^e  be  informed  of  the  difference  be^ 
twixt  the  two  covenants  of  nvorks  and  of  grace.  Adam, 
by  H&firft^  was  to  do  all  by  his  own  itiherent  (Irength  \ 
but  believersi  under  the  feconii  do  all  by  borrowed 
ftrcngth,  and  mud  conftantly  be  beholden  to  God  for 
new  fupplies.  And  it  is  well  for  us  that  it  is  fo,  for 
our  ilock  is  far  furer  in  God's  hand,  than  in  our  own. 
"When  the  prodigal  got  his  (lock  in  hicT  own  hand,  he 
prefently  left  his  father's  houfe,  went  into  afar  country^ 
and  fquandered  all  away,  and,  fo  would  we,  if  God 
Ihould  trufl  us  with  it.  Beiides,  by  thb  gracious  me- 
thod, believers  are  kept  liumble  all  their  days,  and  put 
to  keep  up  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  a  throne  of 
grace,  and  give  all  the  glory  of  their  through  bearing 
to  God's  free  grace.  Blefled  be'  God  for  th^  well- 
ordered  covenant, 

3.  We  may  hence  fee,  how  great  fecurity  believer^ 
have  for  their  through- bearing ;  almighty  power  is  en- 

'  gaged  for  them  5  they  are  ftrengthened  and  "  kept  by 
the  power  of  God,  through  faith,  unco  Xalvation«''  So 
that  everlailing  ftrength  mu(l  fail  before  a  believer  caq 
.finally  mifcarry, 

Ufe  II.  Of  Reproof. 

i»  To  thofe  who  are  too  fecure  and  confident  when 
they  attain  tp  any  fplritual  comfort  or  joy,  and  do  not 
remember  the  fainting  difcouragements  God's  people 
are  fubje£i  to  while  in  this  world.  O  communicants, 
have  ycu  been  kindly  entertained  at  this  fead  I  Be  not 
vain  or  fecure,  all  things  here  are  changeable :  How 
fuddenly  was  David's  cafe  altered  ?  Pfal.  x](x.  One 
time  hf  is  mounted  up  in  profperity ;  but  being  too 
(confident,  be  is  prefently  c?tlt  down  and  troubled.  And 
in  Pfal.  cxix.  we  find  him  at  one  time  '^  rejoicing  in. 
God's  tedimpnies,  as  much  as  in  all  riches  ;"  and  very 
foon  after,  his  **  foul  is  cleaving  to  the  dud,  and  melt- 
ing fo|r  heavincfs."  Go  not  then  to  build  too  much  on 
fenfiblc  ccnfolations^  for  thefe  come  and  go  at  God's 

pl^afure  \ 
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pleaf ure ;  it  is  in  hoftven  only  you  can  have  continual 
day  without  night  or  cloudings ;  but  here  you  are  to 
look  for  changes^  yea,  for  fainting  .difcouragements^ 
therefore  prepare  for  them  by  fecuring  a  title  to  divine 
ftrength. 

2.  To  thefe  believers  who  give  too  muqh  way  to 
fainting  difcouragements,  and  do  not  encourage  them- 
fclves  in  their  covenanted  God,  and  his  ftrength.  I  do 
not  marvel,  O  communicants,  though  ye  be  caft  down, 
who  are  fenfible  of  the  hidings  of  God's  face,  the  pre* 
vailing  of  heart- plagues,  the  buffetings  of  fatan,  &c. 
but  only  give  not  way  to  excei&ire  difcouragement :    I 

•  call  it  exceffive,  when  it  is  ready  to  make  you  give  over 
hopes,  lay  afide  endeavours,  indifpofe  you  for  holy  du- 
ties, refufe  to  apply  to  Chrift  your  alt-fufHcient  help, 
or  refufe  comfort  from  God's  protnifes  of  Itrength  and 
fupport.  Some  indeed  think  religion  lies  in  defperate 
unl^iieving  thoughts,  and  in  making  of  complaints  : 
but  furely  there  is  no  religion  there,  otherwife  we 
muft  conclude  Cain,  Judas^  and  the  damned,  co  be 
godly.  Religion  rather  lies  in  the  actings  of  faith,  and 
improving  God's  promifes  for  ftrengthening  us  in  do- 
ing his  will. 

3.  To  Arminians,  who  maintain  the  doArine  of  free^ 
will ;  viz*  That  it  is  in  the  power  of  ai  man's  free-will,* 
to  do  that  which  is  fpiritually  and  favlngly  good,  if  he 
pteafe  to  ufe  his  natural  abilities^  Oh  !  how  littb  do 
thefe  men  know  themfelves  that  talk  fo  :  for  if  it  be 
not  in  the  power  of  a  man's  will,  when  graciouily 
changed  and  renewed,  to  do  good,  without  fuperadded 
fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength  from  God,  from  time  to 
titne,  as  certainly  it  is  not  ;  far  lefs  can  a  natural  and 
linregenerate  perfon  do  it,  that  is  dead  in  trefpafies  and 
fins.  * 

4.  To  thofe  communicants  who  look  not  entirely  to 
God  in  Chrift  for  ftrength  for  the  work  *  and  warfare, 
duties  and  difficulties  before  them  \  but  lean  too  much 
to  fomething  in  themfelves,  or  fomething  they  have  go6 
at  this  occafidn. 

I.  Some  truft  too  much  to  the  ftabllity  of  their  own 

lefolutions  and  engagements  :   They  have  vowed  and 
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fworn,  and  they,  hope  likewife  to  perform  accordingly* 
But  do  not  depend  upon  thefe,  otherwife  tbqr  w^l  foon 
f^-il  you  ;  as  they  did  Peter  after  the  firft  communion* 
The  Pfalmift  was  under  many  refolutions  to  keep  clofc 
to  the  way  of  duty,  yet  he  fays,  PfaL  Ixxiii.  a.  "  My 
feet  were  almod  gone,  and  my  ftcps  had  well  nigh 
dipt."  And  he  acknowiedges,  it  was  nothing  but  God's 
mercy  that  held  him  up,"  Pfal.  xciv.   i8. 

^.  Others  truft  too  much  to  the  ftability  of  their 
griieious  habits,  without  looking  to  Ood  for  daily  re- 
newed influences  of  ftrength,  for  afiuating  and  re- 
cruiting thtir  weak  grates.  But,  what  is  grace^  faith, 
love,  fear  of  God,  repentance,  hope  ?  Of  thertifeives,  • 
they  are  but  vaniihing  things,  and  if  they  were  notfea- 
fonably  ftrengthened  and  fupplied  from  heaven,  they 
\^ould  foon  die,  Rev.  iii.  2« 

5.  We  may  here  reprove  thofe  who  make  it  an  ex- 
cufe  for  the  negleft  of  duty,  STA^y  voantjlrtngtb.  Oh  ! 
it  is,  becaufe  they  want  will.  For  can  you  fay.  That 
though  you  have  no  ftrength  of  yourfelves  ;  yet  you 
de(ire  to  caft  your  impotent  fouls  in  God*a  .way,  and 
aim  at  ^uty  as  ye  can,  looking  to  God  for  ftrength, 
and  pieading  his  promife  >  Could  you  fay  thisi  it 
were  fomething.  Were  you  like  a  man  rowing  up  the  ^ 
water,  and  ftili  beat  back  by  the  impetuous  ftream, 
you  might  have  fome  fliadow  of  excufe  ;  but 
when  you  do  not  make  fincere  attemps^  you  can  have 
none. 

^eft.  How  (hall  we  undertake  to  peiform  duty, 
when  we  are  dead,  and  find  influences  and  ftrength 
withdrawn  P 

Anf.  Whatever  be  our  cafe  or  framci  yet  ftill  God*s 
command  is  of  binding  force  on  uS)  and  obliges  us  to 
do  it.  • 

2.   No  pretence  of  indifpoGtion  can  warrant  our  i 

not  obeying  a  divine  command :  for  our  deadnefs  and  ; 

indifpcfition  is  our  ^Xiy  and  one  fin  can  never  excufe         '         j 
;Uiother,  TWo  hlach  cannot  make  one  white*     So  that  in  | 

a  dead  hour,  you  muft  eflay  to  do  your  duty,  though 
you  can  do  nothing  but  the  very  outward  form.  ; 

3.  You 
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3.  You  muft-atm  at  your  duty  to  prevent  greater  e* 
vilsi  for  if  you  negled  it  wholly,  yotir  cafe  growa  ft  ill 
worfe :  Your  deadnefs  increafes,  your  hardnefs,  impe- 
niteacyi  darkaefs,  weaknefs  and  indifpoQtion,  will  &iU 
grow  greater. 

4*  By  aiming  at  daty»  you  put  yourfelves  in  God's 
road  \  And  wheni  like  the  blind  maUi  you  ly  in  Chrid's 
way,  you  (land  fairer  for  a  vllit  or  an  alms  from  h^m, 
than  thofe  who  (lay  at  a  diilance.  a 

5.  Duties  perfornr»ed,  when  we  are  indifpofed,  may 
be  very  pleafing  to  God.  It  muft  furely  be  acceptable 
to  our  gracious  Lord  and  Mafter,  to  fee  one  of  his 
weak  or  lamed  fcrvants  attempt  to  go  his  errands,  tho' 
he  halt  aad  make  but  (low  progrefs  in  his  way  :  Nay, 
this  will  move  his  tender  heart  to  pity  him,  and  give 
him  (Irength.  And  many  a  time  have  his  fervants  got 
fupplies  of  (Irength  on  a  fudden,  when  they  have  been 
elTaying  duty.  Their  fouls,  **  ere  they  were  aware, 
have  made  them  like  the  chariots  of  Aminadab,"  Cant. 
vi.  I2»  Therefore,  O  di/couraged  communicant^  perfift 
inraiming  at  thy  duty,  whatever  be  thy  prefent  irame. 
Who  knows,  when  thou  art  lifting  at  thy  heavy'  bur- 
den^ but  God  will  gracioufly  lend  thee  a  lift  and  lift  it 
for  thee.  . 

Ufe  III.  Of  Trial.    O  communicants,  examine,  if 

Jott  have  got  any  fpiritual  ftrength  at  this  folemn  feaft. 
Aany  a  weak  believer  has  found  it  a  (Irengthening 
meal  to  their  fainting  fouls.  Mark,  if  it  be  Co  with 
you.  !•  Do  ye  find  your  graces  more  quick  and  vi« 
^rous  than  formerly.  As,  for  inftance,  x.  Is  faith 
more  lively  ?  Are  you  better  pleafed  with  the  contri* 
vance  of  grace,  and  method  of  falvation,  than  before  > 
And  are  you  now  enabled  to  abandon  your  osvn  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  go  to  your  Surety  Chriit  \,  laying  the 
burden  of  your  fins  upcrn  him,  and  leaning  wholly  to 
him  for  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  ;  And  alfo 
looking  to  him  as  your  head  of  influences  for  heart- 
purity  and  fan£lifying  grace,  and  ftrength  to  perform 
duty  ?  2.  Is  your  repentance  and  grief  for  (in  increaf* 
ed  ?  Do  you  lee  more  of  fin's  deformity,  and  abhor  it 
as  the  enemy  of  Chrift  ?    And  are  you  more  afraid  of 
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pinrcing  your  Redeemer  by  it,  and  more  refolved  a- 
gainft  wicked  company  and  temptations  to  fin,  than  be- 
fore !  ^.  Is  your  Ibve  and  dcflre  toward  Chrift  moic 
quickened  ?  Are  you  more  reftlefs  without,  his  pre- 
fcncie  ?  Would  you  part  with  your  beft  enjoyments,  in 
a  world,  for  a  fight  of  his  face  ?  Are  you  more  defiroud 
of  hcart-holinrfs,  that  you  may  be  capable  to  fcrvc 
Ctirift,  and  advance  the  intereft  of  his  kingdom  ? 

2.  If  this  ordinance  hath  been  a  ftrengthening  meal 
to  you,  then  you  will  find  more  delight  in  duty  than 
before,  you  will  be  inclined  and  enabled  to  pray  more 
fervently,  to  hear  more  attentively,  to  praife  more  af- 
fe£l:ionately,  to  receive  more  believinglv,  keep  the  fab- 
bath  more  exaSly,  watch  over  your  heart  and  ways 
more  diligently  :  and^  in  a  word,  to  be  more  humble 
and  pious  towards  God,  more  jull  and  righteous  to- 
wards man,  and  more  fober  and  temperate  towards 
yourfclves  ;  yea,  you  will  be  more  afraid  to  ihiftor  nc- 
gleft  any  known  duty,  than  you  were  before. 

3.  You  will  be  more  animated  and  encouraged  to 
«*  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,"  to  refill  the  devirs 
temptations,  and  the  world's  allurements,  to  flruggle 
againft  your  lufts,  and  mortify  indwelling  fin.  And 
you  will  be  fetting  confcience  on  the  vtratch>tower^  to 
give  warning  of  the  enemies  appro^ach  $  and  you  will 
not  be  flow  to  take  the  alarm. 

4.  If  you  have  got  more  ftrength,  you  will  be  bettet 
reconciled  to  the  crofs  than  formerly ;  and  content  with 
patience  and  fubmiffion  to  underly  what  troubles  and 
affliAions  the  Lord  thinks  fit  to  tryft  you  with  for  yout 
fouiS  good  5  yea,  and  kifs  the  rod  .when  it  comes,  fay-  . 
ing,  "  Good  is  the  will  of  the  Lord  concerning  me.** 

Ufe  IV.  Of  Exortathn.  I^et  me  hence  exhort  you 
to  fever al  duties. 

I.  Let  thofe  believers,  who  are  not  tryftcd  with  fuch 
fainting  difcouragements  as  others,  blefs  God  for  his 
tendernefs  towards  them,  and  bear  their  fmailcr  trials 
the  more  patiently.  How  gentle  is  your  exercife,  and 
foul  trouble,  in  refpedl  of  Job's,  David's,  Hcman's,  and 
many  others,  dear  and  near  to  God,  who  have  been 
ready  to  faint  under  their  burdens,  and  preiTed  above 
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God  iff  gracioua  to  you,  he  fees  yoa  are  weak,  an  J  will 
not  overburden  you. 

2.  Let  none  inifcon(lru£b  believers  ezercifes  of  fpirit, 
nor  defpife  them,  becaufe  they  are  frequently  faint  and 
difcouraged  :  For  the  created  fpirits  in  the  world  have 
been  thus  cxercifcd.     David  was  a  man^of  fingular  va- 

.  lour,  that  bad  a  heart  as  *'  the  heart  of  a  lion/*  2  Sam. 
xvii.  10.  A  n\an  of  eminefit  wifJom,  and  therefore 
faid  to  be  "  wife  as  an  angel  of  God,"  2  Sam.  xiv.  20. 
A  man  of  a  chearful  temper,  "arivl  a  great  mailer  of 
mufic,  and  thcreford  called  the  **  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,** 
2  Sam.  xxiii.  i.  And  yet  we  frequently  find  him  fore 
troubled,  bowed  down,  cleaving  to  the  dud,  and  {harp« 
ly  exercifed  under  the  hidings  of  God^s  face,  and  other 
foul  diftrefies* 

3.  Doth  God /give  fuitable  ftrength  to  his  people  in 
all  exigences  ^  Let  none  abufe  this  do^lrine,  by  giving 
up  with  the  ufe  of  the  means  that  God  has  appointed ; 
and  negleding  to  ufe  their  own  endeavours.  For 
though  believers  have  Chrid  to  lean  to  all  their  way  in 
their  journey  to  heaven  ;  yet  none  muft  expe£t  to  be 
carried  thither  upon  his  flioulders,  without  fetting  down 
a  foot.  We  may  warrantably  look  to  him  for  ftrength 
for  every  duty ;  yet  it  is  in  our  ufmg  the  means  that 
this  ftrength  is  conveyed. 

4.  Beware  of  leaning  to  youtfcives,  and  neglcfling 
to  look  for  this  promi fed  ftrength.  (i.)  Lean  not  to 
your  own  purpofcs ;  for  your'  '*  gooducfs  is  like  the 
morning  de.w,''  (2)  Lean  not  to  your  gracious  ha- 
bits; for  thefe  are  but  creatures,  and  ready  to  die*  (3.) 
Lean  not  to  your  duties  and  performances  \  for  they 
are  defiled  and  unclean.  (4.)  Lean  not  to  your  frames  ; 
for  they  are  fleeting  and  unconftant.  And  befivles,  it 
is, highly  dangerous  and  provoking  to  God,  for  to  truft 
in  any  of  thefe  ;  remember  the  fearful  curfe  that  is  pro- 
nounced againft  him  *^  that  trufteth  in  man,  and  maketh 
ilefh  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord, 
Jcr.  xxvii.  5,  6.  Whom  then  ihail  we  truft  ?  Read 
Jfa.  xxvi.  4.  ,"  Truft  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever  ;  for  in 
the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting  ftrength. 

5.  Let  all  believing  communicants  blef»  God  for  this 

new 
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new  and  excellent  method  of  faliration  through  Jefus 
Chrift.  The  new  covenant  is  far  better  than  the  old. 
Now,  our  (lock  is  not  in  our  own*hand,  but  in  Chri(l*8, 
and  he  managss  it  for  us  ;  which  is  our  great  happi- 
jiefs^  As  when  God  brought  Ifracl  out  of  Egypt  with 
a  high  hand,  he  did  not  fet  them  down  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Red  fea,  and  then  bid  them  (hift  their  way 
to  Canaan  :  no,  he  led  them  en  their  way ;  yea,  ♦*  As 
^  man  carries  his  children,  fo  he  bare  them  all  the  way 
they  went/*  So  when  God,  in  .a  day  of  his  power, 
brings  an  eleft  foul  out  of  fpiritual  Egypt,  he  doth  not 
fet  him  in  the  way  with  a  flock  of  flrength  in  his  hand, 
and  then  leave  him  to  march  through  the  wildemefs 
alone :  no,  he  leads  and  fupports  him  all  the  way  \  for 
he  knows  that  the  whole  country  rifes  on  him  in  his 
march,  and  if  left  to  go  alone,  without  fpecial  and  re- 
newed aid,  he  would  never  get  to  Canaan. 

^defl.  But  what  courfe  (hall  I  take  to  get  thefe  fea- 
fonable  fupplies  of  ftrength  from  God,  that  I  may  be 
helped  fafe  through  the  wildernefs,  without  fainting 
and  upfitting  f 

Jnf.  Take  thefe  direSions : 

1.  Labour  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  your  own 
impotence  and  infufficiency,  that  you  may  be  weak  in 
your  own  fenfe  and  feeling  ;  for  the  way  to  be  ftrongj 
is  to  be  weak,  according  to  the  apoftle's  experience, 
1  Cor.  xii.  10.  **  When  I  am  weak,  then  arii  I  ftrong.*' 
Hence  alfo  it  is  faid  of  thefe  worthies,  Heb.  xi.  34. 
♦'  Out  of  wcakncfs  they  were  made  ftrong,**  i.  e.  out 
of  weaknefs  felt  and  appreht.ded. 

cr.  Humbly  reprefcnt  and  bemoan  your  impotence 
before  God,  like  Ephraim,  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  ?*  I  heard 
Ephraim  bemoaning  himfelf,  I  was  as  a  buHock  unac- 
cuftomed  to  the  yoke."  He  fclt  his  own  impotence  and 
averfion  to  what  was  good  ;  and  then  he  groans  and 
looks  up  to  God  for  power  :  "  Turn  thou  me,  and  I 
Ihall  be  turned  ;  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God."  And, 
in  the  next  verfe,  we  fee  how  readily  the  Lord  ftept  in 
with  pity  and  help  to  him.  Thus  alfo  did  Jeho(haphat, 
and  found  help,  2  Chron.  xx.  1 2.  "  We  have  no  might 
againfl  this  great  company  that  Cometh  againft  us,  nei- 
ther 
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therknow  we  what  to  do;  but  our  eyes  are  upon 
thee ;  q.  d*  Though  we  be  weak,  yet  we  know  thou 
art  infinitely  powerful,  and  full  of  compaflion. 

3»  Ufe  well  any  fmall  power  you  ha?e,  and  it  will 
increafe.  The  right  arm  is  more  ftrong  and  rigorous 
than  the  left,  becaufe  it  is  more  ezercifed.  So  grace, 
the  more  it  is  exercifed,  the  more  it  grows,  Matth.  xiii. 
12.  Frov*  X.  29. 

4*  Watt  on  the  Lord  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  the 
means ;  fox  it  is  promifed,  Ifa.  xL  31.  **  They  diat 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  (hall  renew  their  ftrength.  And 
in  PfaL  xxvii.  14.  *'  Wait  on  the  Lord,  be  of  good 
courage,  and  he  (hall  ftrengthen  thy  heart :  wait,  f  fay, 
on  the  Lord."  We  muft  ufe,  but  not  truft  to  the  meansy 
but  to  God  in  the  due  ufe  of  them. 

5.  Walk  tenderly,  and  guard  againft  erery  known 
fin  \  for  fin  lets  out  the  foul's  ftrength,  as  bleeding  lets 
the  fpirit  out  of  the  body. 

6.  Be  often  looking,  in  a  believing  way,  t^  the  Me- 
diator Chrift,  your  Treafurer  and  Head  of  influences  ; 
and  derive  all  your  fupplies  of  ftrength  from^  and  thro' 
him  alone* 

7.  Carefully  entertain  the  Spirit's  motions,  and  fall 
in  with  them.  "  Grieve  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,'' 
which  is  fent  to  ftrengthen  you  ;  otherwife  you  will 
caft  away  your  ftrength  from  you. 

Lqftly^  Acquaint  yourfelves,  O  communicants,  with 
the  word  of  God,  and  its  gracious  promifcs  of  ftrength ; 
lay  them  up  in  ftore  againft  the  time  of  need,  and  plead 
them  humbly  with  God  :  Forprayer,  grounded  on  a 
promife,  is  likely  to  prevail.  This  was  David's  argu« 
ment  under  his  faintings,  Pfal.  cxix*  28-  **'  Strengthen 
thou  me  according  to  thy  word*"  And  he  had  the  ex- 
perience of  its  prevailing  with  God,  Ffal.  cxxxviii.  3. 
^'  In  the  day  when  I  cried,  thou  anfweredft  me,  and 
ftrengthenedft  me  with  ftrengih  in  my  foul."  1  (hall 
add  no  more,  but  conclude  with  the  apoftlc's  words, 
J  Pet.  v*  10.  II.  <'  The  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath 
called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus,  after 
that  ye  have  fuffered  a  while,  make  you  perfef):,  ftablifli, 
ftrengthen,  fettle  you.  To  him  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever,"  Amen. 
,     VoLjllL  Hh  SACRA^^5NTAL 
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THE    PREFACE. 

THE  eternal  Son  of  God,  when  takini^  his  leare  of  an 
ungrateful  world,  inftituted  the  facrameat  of  the  Sapper, 
Bs  a  lively  refeniblance  and  memorial  of  his  bloody  fuffer- 
rags  and  death,  in  the  room  of  his  people  j  and  alfo  to  be 
a  bright  and  lading  evidence  of  the  amazing  love  of  God 
the  Father,  5on,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  to  periihing  finners. 

As  God  once  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  in  a  lowly 
habit,'  clothed  with  human  He(h,  to  fave  iianers  ^  fo  nos^ 
he  fends  him  in  a  homely  drefs,  clothed  with  the  elements 
of  bread  and  wine,  to  affure  us  of  his  love,  and  to  engage 
us  to  come  to  him.  Kings  exped  that  their  children  will 
be  refpeifted,  though  their  officers  be  negleded.  Surely 
.  (faith  God)  "  They  will  reverence  my  Son  :'*  They  will 
make  him  welcome  and  hearken  to  him. 

In  this  moft  augofb  ordinance  of  the  New  Teftameat, 
the  great  God  approaches  very  near  to  us,  aftd  we  to  him  ; 
and  yet  it  is  to  be  deeply  regreted,  that  many,  who  profeU 
to  believe  this,  come  to  it  with  fo  little  thought  and  pre- 
paration, and  with  fo  much  indifferency  and  careleiTaels 
of  fpirit.  Oh,  (hall  we  adventure  fo  near  the  great  God, 
who  is  infinitely  holy,  in  whofe  fight  the  heavqps  are  not 
pure,  and  in  whofe  prefence  the  fun  and  ftars  are  dimned, 
and  the  brightcft  feraphims  do  gather  in  their  wings,  and 
account  themfelves  as  little  flies  before  him  !  And  fliali 
we,  who  are  creatures  fo  mean  and  ib  vile,  be  carelefs  and 
unconcerned,  when  we  make  the  neareft  approach  to  this 
great  and  holy  God,  that  we  can  make  on  this  fide  hea- 
ven ! 

Ought  we  not  to  go  blufiiing,  alhamed  and  deeply  hum* 
bled  on  many  accounts,  and  particularly  for  our  ingrati- 
tude for  redeeming  love,  that  **  love  which  paiTe^h  know- 
ledge }*^  and  for  our  contempt  of  "  God^s  unfpeakable  gi£t,^* 
the  greatteft  fin  in  the  wojrld ;  yea,  we  (hould  go  wonder- 
ing that  we  are  out  of  hell,  for  many  thoufands  are  burn- 
ing there,  who  have  not  finned  fo  heinoufly  in  making 
light  of  precious  Chrift  as  we  have  done 

Moreover,  reader,  confider  if  you  go  to  this  ordinance 
unpreparedly,  or  with  indifference,  you  not  only  make 
light  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but  you  are  *'  guilty  of  the 

body 
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body  and  blood  of  the  Lord,"  i  Cor.  111.  27.  Surely^ 
that  word  may  caufe  you  to  quake  and  tremble  5  blood-^ 
guiltinefs  of  any  fort  is  a  dreadful  fin,  and  efpeciaHy  tb  b& 
.  guilty  of  the  "  blood  of  the  Lord."  Murder  is  a  fin  that 
cries  for  ven^jcance  on  the  a6lor,  and  gives  God'  ho  refl 
till  he  punifli  it,  Gen.  iv»  10.  **  The  voice  of  thy  bro* 
ther's  blood  crieth  to  me  from  the  earth.**  If  it  be  t 
crying  fin  to  murder  a  common  perfon,  what  rouft  it  be 
to  murder  a  king  ?  ''  Who  csin  ftretch  forth  bis  haod  a- 
gainft  the  Lord's  anointed,  and  be  gudticisy**  1  Sam.  xxvit 
91.  O  then  what  a  crime  muKl  it  be  to  murder  the  eter- 
nal Son  of  God,  who  is  thy  exalted  Kmg^  thy  evcrlaftsng 
Father,  thy  dear  Redeemer,  and  thy  God,  who  gave  thcd 
a  being.  Child-murder  is  a  heinous  crime,  but,  what 
Chrifl-murder  is,  no  tongue  can  tell !  If  on  hbn  that 
flew  Cain  (that  wicked  man)  vengeance  ihould  be  taked 
fcvenfold  5  what  vengeance  will  be  taken  on  him  that 
crucifies  afrefti  the  Lord  of  glory?  This  confideratkm 
fhould  make  all  of  us  afraid  of  carele^  and  unwoithj  cam- 
municating. 

If  we  would  communicate  worthily,  we  muft  be  esrntt^i 
not  only  for  the  life  of  grace,  but  alfe  fbf  the  livcHnefi  o^ 
grace  ;  not  only  lor  the  truth  and!  (incerity  of  grace,  but 
like  wife  for  the  afttvity  and  vigorous  cxerciDe  of  gracct 
So  that  a  believer  himfclf  doth  not  eat  and  drink  worthi^ 
]y,  unlefs  the  grace  that  h  in  him  be  excited  and  cxeicit 
,  ed  at  this  ordinance.  There  mtfft  be  hot  only  &ith  in 
the  truth  of  it,  but  there  muft  be  faith  realmag^  ^ippfy* 
ing,  appropriating,  and  making  ufe  of  Chcifl's.  death  andt 
purchafe  in  thi>5  ordinance.  Not  only  raud  there-  be  a 
dirpofition  of  foul  to  be  humbled  for  fin,  but  there  maft 
be  a£^ual  mourning  and  melting  of  heart  for  fin,  and  for 
particular  fins,  when  we  look  on  him  we  bavc  pierced  by 
them.  Not  only  muft  thete  be  a  principle  of  love  t0 
.Chrifl,  but  alfo  an  exciting  of  love  to  dame  out  tp  Ckaifti 
who  loved  us  and  gave  himfelf  for  m. 

Worthy  communicating  being  a  work  of  fndi  impor- 
tance, the  following  Scriptural  Meditations  and  Adi^es. 
are  humbly  offered  to  Chriftians,  a^  an  kelp  m  tfaehr  pre- 
parations for  it.  Heading,  and  thinking  much  cm  the  tub- 
je6ls  here  propofedj  may,  through  God's  bieiiing^  be  ufe- 
ful  to  promote  their  habitual  preparation  for  the  ko\j  fop-* 
per.  Chriil's  btniy  and  blood  berern  cxbibited,  are  (lure 
'  and 


md  holy  thinj^s,  and  (houM  be  received  in  prepared  and 
cleanfed  hearts.  His  body  never  {aw  corruption  in  the 
grave^  nor  will  be  mixed  wit)t  it  in  hearts  wliere  corrupt 
tion  is  allovired*  It  kj  in  a  virgin-womb,  and  in  a  vir^n- 
fepolchrey  and  will  ftill  be  entertained  in  virgin-fouls  and 
affe<^ion8  *y  in  bearts  purtded  and  confeerated  to  God,  la 
X\io{t  Cbrifl  cbufes  to  refide,  and  not  in  thofe  where  iin 
and  tbe  world,  with  the  luftj  thereof,  are  harboured.  Oh, 
bad  we  grace  to  maintain  and  cherifh  the  fear  of  God,  and 
tbc  love  of  Chijil  habitually  in  our  fouls,  we  rni^ht,  with- 
out nxuch  pains,  be  prepared  for  coming  to  him  at  his  table. 

Did  we  always  bear  in  our  minds,  that  facramental  oc- 
cafions  are  folemn  appointments,  and  Bethel-meeilngs 
with  God,  for  renewing  covenant,  and  entert  lining  fcl- 
lowfhip  and  communion  with  him,  we  would  guard  more 
againft  formality  creeping  in  upon  us  in  our  preparations' 
for,  and  in  our  attendance  upon  this  ordinance,  than,  a- 
las,  we  do.  Oh,  fuch  formality  will  provoke  the  Maftcr 
of  our  folemn  feafts  to  withdraw  from  ihem)  and  then 
what  poor,  dry,  melancholy,  and  lifelefs  things,  will  they 
be  ?  What  are  facraments  without  Chriit's  prefence  in 
them  ?  O  let  us  never  be  fatisfied  with  commoaioa-fab* 
baths,  without  communion  with  Chrift  in  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  would  keep  up  communion 
with  Chrift  in  thefe  ordinances,  let  us  beware  of  relying 
on  our  previous  pains  or  preparations,  either  for  our  rtgl^t 
performing  of  our  duty,,  or  for  our  acceptance  in  it :  For 
we  are  never  more  ready  to  mifcarry,  and  to  be  difip- 
pointed,  than  when  we  are  guilty  of  this  refllng.  Sun« 
dry  go  to  the  Lord^s  table  with  great  humiliation  for  fin, 
and  yet  come  away  without  comfort :  Why  ?  bccaafe 
they  make  a  Chrift  of  their  forrow.  O  what  worth  can 
we  fee  in  our  beit  preparations,  confeflions,  prayers,  tears, 
humiliations,  &c.  if  we  compare  them  with  the  law  of 
God  ?  We  have  more  caufe  to  be  aQiamed  of  them,  than 
to  lay  any  (Irefs  on  them.  Could  we  renounce  all  felf- 
confidence,  and  difclaim  all  our  proviflon  in  point  of  de- 
pendence, and  cafi  ourfelves  wholly  on  Chrift  for  ftrength, 
through-bearing  and  acceptance,  we  would  have  better 
facceis  at  the  Lord^s  table,  than  commonly  we  have. 

We  are  never  more  fit  for  this  holy  table,  than  when 
we  are  moft  humbled,  and  mofl  aOiamed  of  ourfelves,  be- 
^aafe  of  our  uafitnef$  for  this  folemn  approach  \   and  we 
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are  oeHer  lefs  fit  than  when  we  ^htok  ourfel^es  mod  fit  and 
prepared  for  the  duty.  A  holy  deniednefs  to  all  felf-fu£> 
ficiency,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  unworthinefs  and  unfitneft, 
is  the  beft  preparation  ^e  can  attain  to  for  this  folemn 
ordinance*  Let  us  make  holy  David  our  pattern,  when 
goings  to  partake,  Pfal.  Ixxi.  16.  *'  I  will  go  in  the 
ftzeogth  of  the  Xord  God:  I  will  make  mentipn  of  thy 
nghteottfnefsy  even  of  thine  only,"  And  let  us  pray  with 
the  fponfe,  Cant.  iv.  16.  **  Awake,  O  north-wind,  and 
come;  thoa  fouth,  blow  upon  my  gardeO|;  that  the  {p.ces 
thereof  may  flow  out."     Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS. 

MEDITATION    L 

From  Hcb.  xi.  *]•    By  fahb  Noah  prepared  an  ark  to  ih 
Javing  of  his  houfe. 

JL  HOUGH  the  flood,  that  drowned  the  old  world, 
was  at  many  years  diftance,  yet  Noah  was  moved  with 
fear  at  God's  warning  htm  of  it,  and  prepared  an  ark 
for  his  fafety.  And  (hall  not  unconverted,  unbelieving 
fmners,  who  have  a  far  more  terrible  flood  threatened 
againft  them,  an^  may  be  only  a  few  days  diftant,  take 
warning,  and  provide  with  all  fp^ed  for  their  fafety  ? 
O  (hadl  I,  a  wretched,  guilty  (inner,  take  reft^  while  I 
am  within  the  flood- marks  of  God's  wrath,  and  hot  a- 
rife  in  time  to  provide  an  Ark  to  flee  to  for  my  fafety  > 
But,  O  good  news,  1  have  not  the  Ark  to  provide,  it  is 
prepared  to  my  hand  :  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom  and 
pity,  hath  made  ready  an  Ark  long  ago  for  loft  Tinners 
of  Adaip's  race  to  fly  to ;  and  now  it  is  completely  fur- 
ni(hed  and  fintihed,  and  all  things  are  ready,  fo  that  I 
have  nothing  to  do  but  go  and  take  poflTcfllon. 

O  what  had  become  of  me,  and  other  periihing  fin- 
ncrs,  had  we  the  Ark  fo  build  for  ourfelvcs  ?  Nay,  the 
whole  creation  had  not  been  able  or  fufficient  for  rhis 
puTpofe.  How  (bon  would  the  raging  flood  of  divine 
wrath  fwccp  away  all  the  arks  of  nicn  or  angels'  build- 
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injf !  But  thanks  be  unto  God  for  ever,  for  the  ex- 
cellent well  built  Ark  of  God's  devifing,  for  the  many 
fpaciotis  rooms  and  fafe  lodging-placed  withirt  it,  for 
tne  fuitable  accommodation  and  plentiful  provifion  laid 
up  therein,  and  for  the  door  opened  in  the  fide  thereof 
for  perifliing  fouls  to  enter  by.  Hie  fafvation  of  finners 
by  a  crucified  Chrift,  is  a  well-ordered  fcheme,  a  beau- 
tiful contrivance !  bleffed  be  th«  infinitely  wife  Contri- 
ver for  it.  I  fee  all  things  in  Chrift  Crucified  fttceffary 
for  me :  he  is  made  of  God  to  men,  "  wifdom,  righ- 
teoufnefs,  fanftlfication  and  redemption.*'  There  is  in 
him  infinite  wifdom  to  guide  me,  a  fpotlefs  righteoiif- 
nefs  to  cover  me,  precious  blood  to  wafli  me,  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  fanClify  me^  hit  gOod  virotd  to  dire^  me,  his 
jutl  laws  to  govern  me,  and  his  infinite  fulnefs  to  fup- 
ply  all  my  needs : — ^Safe  and  happy  then  would  I  bcf 
vrctt  \  Ibuftd  in  lutti.  O  that,  Upon  trial  bjr  ftripture- 
marks,  I  could  cohcltnie  (nyfelf  to  be  within  the  Ark^ 
to  wit,  a  crucified  Jejus. 

.  Can  I  fayj  I  have  been  warned  of  God,  find  moted 
witlh  fear  to  fly  to  this  Ark  ?  Have  I  difcovered  my 
ihelterlefs  ftate  by  nature,  the  waves  an<t  billows  of 
wrath  rifing  and  rolling  againft  ttie  >  Have  t  feen  my 
own  inability  to  provide  an  Ark  for  myfelF,  and  the 
excellency  and  fiioefs  of  the  Ark  of  Cod^s  providing  ? 
Have  I  been  made  willing  to  abandon  all  ^alie  arks,  and 
earneilly  inquifitive  how  to  get  into  the  true  Ark? 
Have  I  been  made  willing  to  ufe  all  appointed  means 
for  this  end,  to  read,  hear,  meditate,  pray,  repent,  be- 
lieve, elTay  to  climb  up  the  fides  of  the  Ark,  and  prefs 
to  get  in  at  the  door  thereof  ?  H-ive  I  been  willing  to 
venture  my  all  in  the  Aik,  like  Noah,  notwithftanding 
of  the  difcouragements,  fcofTs  and  hatred  of  the  world, 
for  rp  doing  ?  Have  1  willingly  acquicfccd,  {heltered, 
and  lodgea  my  {bul  in -God's  Ark,  and  been  made  to 
fay,  **  This  is  n^y  reft  for  ever,  here  will  1  dwdll  ?'* 
Come  what  floods  will,  Chrift  ihall  be  my  Ark;,  his 
ri^hteoufnefs  alone  my  refuge  and  hiding  place. 
,  Alas!  UDon  impartial  fearchi  have  I  iiot  caufe  to 
fear,  that  1  have  not  yet  fled  to  the  Aik,  but  am  ftill 
ex|)9fed  tQ  the  devouring  flood  ?    And  can  I  be  eafy  or 
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quiet  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Can  I  forbear  cryl'ig,  What 
IhaU  I  do  to  get  into  the  Ark  Chrtft  ?  Nay*  what 
would  I  not  do  to  get  into  it  ?  Lord,  what  woulil  thoU 
have  me  to  do  ?  Wguldft  thou  have  me  to  humble 
Inyfelff  confeft,  mourn,  .part  with  (in,  ^lofe  with  Chrift 
in  all  his  officea  .^  frefcribe^  Lord,  what  thou  wilt,  I 
will  not  fcruple  what  thou  enjoins  me,  but  obey  the^ 
without  referve.  I  am  refolved  upon  it,  whatever  it 
coft  me»  that  the  folicitations  of  the  fiefh,  the  tempta« 
tions  of  fatan,  the  feoffs,  reproaches  or  perfecutions  of 
the  world,  (hall  not  ftop  me  from  flying  to  the  Ark  \  I 
would  break  through  all  thefe  to  be  found  in  it.  Lord* 
increaft?  and  ftrengthen  my  faith  for  that  end;  and 
help  my  unbelief. 

O  how  fuitable  is  tha  Ark  Chrift  to  my  deftitUte  aiid 
ttxiferable  condition  :  In  myfelf  I  want  all  things,  but  I  • 
fee  a  fupply  for  all  my  wants  in  the  Ark.  1  ani  pooti 
but  I  fee  gold  in  the  Ark  to  niake  me  tich  :  \  am, 
wounded  by  fin,  but  I  fee  balm  in  the  Ark  to  heal  mv 
wounds:  1  am  blind,  but  there  is  ey^falye  in  the  Art 
to  make  me  fee :  I  am  periihing  with  Hunger,  but  I  fee 
bread  in  the  Ark  to  fatisfy  me  :  I  am  naked,  but  in  the 
Ark  there  is  white  rairnent  to  clothe  me  :  I  am  pollut- 
ed, but  in  the  Ark  there  is  ^  fountain  to  wa(b  mc  :  I 
am  expofed  to  more  terrible  floods  than  Noah  was,  but 
I  fee  the  Ark  Chrift  can  fave  me  from  them  all :  Noah*s 
ark  faved  him  only  from  a  flood  of  w^ter,  but  the  Ark 
Chrift  faves  fropi  a  flood  pf  the  curfes  of  the  law,  and 
^  the  wrath  of  God,  which  will  fwecp  away  all  the  un- 
believing world.  This  flood  rofe,  fweiled  high,  and 
daihed  furioufly  againft  our  Ark  \  but  the  Ark  wa9 
proof  againft  it,  and  (heltered  all  the  cleft  world  front 
the  flood  ;  fo  that  not  one  drop  did  light  on  them*  O 
how  ex.cellent  is  this  Ark  !  for  it  can  fave  roe  from  be- 
ing overwhelmed  or  carried  aw^y  wjth  any  flood,  an4 
particularly  it  can  fave  me  from  ht'xng  carried  away 
with  a  flood  of  Satan's  temptations,  which  fweeps  ^- 
way  many  ;  or  with  a  flood  of  indwelllnj^  corrup- 
tion \  with  a  flood  of  ^rror  ^  with  a  flood  of  profani- 
ty \  or  with  a  flood  of  neutrality  and  indifferency  a- 
bout  fpiritual  concerns ;  By  which  floods,  multitudes 
I  i  a  are 
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are  deftrpyed.  ILet  me  then  by  faith  fly  to  this  bleiTcd 
ark,  where  all  believers  arc  preferved  from  thefe  de- 
ftroying  floods.  Behold  I  run,  1  fly  :  May  Jefus  draw 
me,  and  help  me  in.       ^ 

BleflTed  for  ever  be  the  God  o£  heaven,  for  providing 
fuch  an  Ark  for  (alien  (inners  upon  earth.  I  defire  to 
count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dun^,  that  I  may  be  found 
iii  this  Ark,  among  the  the  preferved  in  Chrift  Je/us^ 
whom  no  flood  can  teach.  However  this  Ark  may  be 
flighted  by  the  world,  I'll  prize  it  above  all  things,  and 
count  them  for  ever  happy  who  get  into  it,  feeing  God 
declares  it,  that,there  i$  no  condemnation  to  them  that 
:^re  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  ark  was  flighted  by  the  old 
world,  and  Noah  ridiculed  for  preparing  it  for  himfelf 
and  his  houfe ;  but  it  foon  appeared  that  Noah  was  the 
wifeft  man  that  then  lived  upon  the  earth«  Few  there 
were  that  entered  with  Noah  into  the  ark,  and  no 
doubt  were  reproached  and  mocked  for  their  fingulari* 
ty  i  but  foon  was  the  world  perfuaded  that  they  were 
the  only  wife  and  happy  men  in  it.  Better  furely  it  was 
to  have  followed  the  eight  perfons  that  went  into  the 
ark,  than  to  have  joined  eight  millions  of  thofe  who 
were  drowned  in  the  flood.  Should  I  be  fo  fobliih  as 
follow  the  old  world  in  undervaluing  the  Ark.  I  muft 
lay  my  account  to  be  (hut  out  and  perifb  with  them 
too :  Wherefore,  I  will  not  fear  the  reproach  of  men, 
for  being  Angular  in  my  efteem  for  glorious  Chrift. 
May  I  be  numbered  among  that  ha'ppy  company  (how« 
ever  few  they  be)  who  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in 
fincerity,  and. will  blefs  God  eternally  for  providing  this 
Ark  for  drowning  men  !  May  I  be  one  that  will  ever 
blefs  my  lovely  and  loving  Jefus,  that  pitied  me  and 
took  me  in,  when  others  were  walhed  o£F  from  th*t 
£des  of  the  Ark,  as  adhering  only  to  it  by  a  dead  and 
formal  profeflion  !  May  I  be  one  that  will  ever  fing  to 
his  praife,  O  amazing  free  love  !  that  pitied  and  dif- 
tinguilhed  me,  when  the  flood  came ;  that  gracioufl j 
drew  and  determinf  d  me  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  got 
into  the  Ark  and  was  fafe,  when  many  others  were 
wa(bed  off  and  peri(hed  for  ever ! 

MEDITATION 
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From  2  Pet.  ii*  4.     Godfpared  not  the  angeii  that  Jinned^ 
•   but  cajl  them  down  to  helU 

HOW  admirablei  free  and  diftinguinnng,  is  the  love 
of  God  to  mankind  fmners,  in  pitying  them  in  their 
low  and  loft  eftate  !  O  how  diflFerent  is  the  cafe  tA  f(d^ 
ten  men  upon  the  earth,  from  the  cafe  ol fallen  angels  in 
hell,  and  that  of  damned  fouls  there  \  Mann^  is  rained 
down  upon  us,  while  an  eternal  Ihower  of  fire  and 
brimftone  falls  down  upon  them.  They  are  bound  in 
chains  of  darkncfs,  whilft  thou,  Lori,  art  drawing  us 
witb  cords  of  love.  Thou  didft  not  fpare  angels,  nor 
take  on  their  nature  ;  but  thou  haft  fpared  us,  married 
our  nature^  and  exalted  it  to  the  h.avens.  They  con- 
tinue without  hope  vnder  the  deluge  of  God's  wrath, 
whilft  the  pieafant  rainbow  of  the  facrament  appears  to 
us,  as  ^  tbken  of  God's  covenant  of  grace,  and  of  his 
willingnefs  to  fecure  us  from  that  overflowing  flood,  by 
the  interpofition  of  his  dear  Son  in  our  nature.  O  how 
welcome  ftiould  we  make  that  gofpel  rainbow  ! 

Lord,  thy  wrath  foon  broke  out  againft  the  angels 
that  fell ;  thou  didft  punifli  them  immediately  upon 
their  finning  againft  thee.  Thou  didft  not  wait  for 
their  repentance,  nor  make  any  offer  of  mercy  to  them 
but,  prefently  upon  their  firft  offence,  didft  condemn 
them  to  everlaftmg  chains  of  darknef::.  O  how  far  dif- 
ferent is  thy  manner  of  dealing  with  us !  Long  haft 
thou  waited  upon  us  after  we  "have  finned ;  yea,  thou 
haft  followed  us  witK  thy  mercy,  after  many  refufals  of 
it,  and  even  after  our  trampling  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift  under  our  Jeet !  Marvellous  and  peculiar  is  thy 
mercy  to  fallen  men  in  refpeft  of  fallen  angels !  Glory 
to  fovereign  free  mercy,  chat  thou  didft  not  caft  us  orf 
for  ever  without  a  parley^  as  thou  didft  them  ;  but  waits 
to  be  gracious  to  US|  long  ftretching  out  thy  hand,  and 
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calling  U6  to  repentance,  faying,  **  Turn  yc,  turn  ye  j 
tvhy  will  yc  die  V* 

Againft  the  finning  angeis  God  was  fo  provoked,  that 
he  refolved  within  himfelf,  and  hath  kept  his  refolution 
ever  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  will  keep  it 
to  all  eternity,  that  he  will  not  fo^much  as  enter  into 
a  parley  with  thofe  creatures,  however  glorious  they 
once  were,  nor  be  reconciled  to  them  upon  any  terms } 
yea,  that  he  will  hear  of  no  terms,  but  will  revenge 
hinnfclf  upon  them  to  all  eternity.  May  not  then  the 
bearing  of  this  caufe  us  to  quake  and  tremble  ^  for, 
why  might  not  the  Lord  have  dealt  with  us  in  the  fame 
manner,  who  were  far  more  wretched  and  miferable 
creatures  than  angels  ? .  Surely,  if  a  king  be  fo  angry 
with  an  offending  nobleman^  that  was  once  his  fpecia]  fa- 
vourite, as  to  banifh  him  from  court,  and  afterwards 
hear  of  no  tcrrrs  of  reconciliation  with  him:.  Would 
not  ^  footman  or  mean  fervant,  that  bad  offended,  iivh«a 
hearing  of  this,  begin  to  dread,  aijid  fay,  O  what  will 
becoEne  Qf  me,  a  poor  man,  when  the  king  treats  his 
peers  fo  feverely  ?  I  may  furely  defpaJr  of  ^  remiffion  or 
reconciliation  with  him«  So,  in  like  manner,  we  poor 
clay  woimsj  upon  hearing  of  God's  feverity  to  fallen 
angels,  might  have  been  overwhehned  with  fear,  if  the 
Bible  had  not  told  us,  that  the  Son  of  God  his  <*  delights 
were  with  the  fons  of  men ;"  that  •*  verily  he  took  not 
on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  upon  him  the 
feed  of  Abraham,"  Heb.  ii*  i6.  and  that  he  gave  him- 
felf  to  be  a  fin- offering  and  facrificc  for  men  1  Aflo- 
nifhing  news  !  Glory  to  God  for  thefe  glad-tidings  of 
great  joy* 

O admirable  love  to  AdatrCi  rebellious  offspring !  Haft 
thou, Lord, pai^  by  angels,  and  remembered  us  in  our  low 
and  loil  eRate  !  and  in  thy  infinite  compafEon  become 
'  our  Surety,  to  appeafe  divine  juflice  for  our  heinous 
fins,  when  no  other  facrifice  could  do  it !  O  what  fhatt 
we  render  to  thee  for  thta  diftinguifliing  love  !  Surely 
our  condition  in  Aiam  was  no  better  than  that  of  the 
oftgels  who  left  their  fiitt  efl^te.  By  nature  we  were  in 
a  mcfl  dreadful  cafe,  lying  like  Ijaac^  bound  on  the  al- 
tar, to  be  a  facrifice  to  the  juftice  of  God,  and  the  fword 
of  juflice  lift  up  to  give  usihe  killing  blow,  until  the  Son 
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of  God  difcovered  hissrelf,  as  the  ram  caught  in  the 
thickets,  and  calling  to  jufttce,  Hold  thy  hand,  loofe 
themi  and  bind  me  in  their  room  ;  I'll  be  the  facrifice 
for  them.  In  chooGnfr  falien  men,  and  not  angels, 
God  pjare  an  amazing  inftancc  of  the  fovereignty  of  his 
grace,  that  would  be  mercifiil  to  wliom  he  would  be 
merciful ;  he  would  pafs  by  the  fuperior  nature,  and 
choofe  the  inferior ;  prefer  veffels  of  clay  to  veflels  of 
gdd  !  What  can  we  fay  ?  Nothing,  but  wonder  it 
God*s  free  grace  I  UnfpeakaWe  love  i  Lord,  it  had  been 
much  tf  thou  hadft  provided  an  angel  to  mitigate  our 
iufferingfi  in  hell,  by  giving  us  drops  of  watar  to  cool 
our  tongue  \  but  that  thou  (houldil  have  condefeended 
to  come  and  change  rooms  with  us,  iy  in  hell  for  uft, 
und  fuffer  the  Very  pains  and  agonies  due  to  us^  i^  hve 
that  paffith  innvledgt. 

Lord,  when  I  confider  thy  didingailhing  pity,  and 
tew  ftoop,  to  purchafe  and  recover  fuch  clods  of  earth 
and  fin  with  thy  blood  and  agonies,  t  am  amazed  at  thy 
teve,  confounded  at  my  own  ingratitude,  and  alhamed 
mt  the  coldnefd  and  hardnefs  of  my  heart !  Oh  !  was 
Chrift  willing  to  change  rooms  with  th^  like  of  me, 
ftnd  (hall  not  I  be  willing  to  change  rooms  with  him, 
und  at  his  den^and  to  part  with  the  filthy  rags  of  my 
fifiS)  and  take  on  the  robe  of  his  righteoufnefs  i  O  (halt 
not  this  amazing  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  me  t/a  love 
him  again,  and  live  to  him  that  died  for  me  ?  Shall  it 
ntrt  cbnftrain  me  to  think  on  him  ?  coiiftrain  me  to  clofe 
with  and  truft  in  him  ?  conftrain  me  to  commend  him  ? 
conftrain  me  to  hate  and  avoid  his  en^^my  Cnf  con- 
ftram  me  to  adhere  to  Chrift's  truths  and  ways  ?  to  per* 
feterc  tn  prayer,  praife,  and  holy  walking  ? 

Are  fallen  angete  left,  and  fallen  men  pitched  upon 
to  be  the  monuments  of  free  gracei  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cant rooms  which  angels  fell  from  ?  What  (hall  I  fay 
t^  ihirs^  but,  **  even  to,  Father,  for  fo  it  pleafed  thee  :" 
Let  thy  fovcreign  free  grace  be  the  eternal  fong  of  both 
men  and  angels.  "  Not  unto  u?,  not  unto  us,  but  un- 
t^  thy  name  fee  the  glory.*'  Ok  iT^d  l>c  God,  that  I  hear 
this  joyful  found  of  reconcili^Jtion  wjth  fallen  tft^, 
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and  of  a  treaty  of  peace  carried  oA  with  thejn :  The 
devils  never  heard,  and  never  will  hear  fudi  news.— • 
Bat,  O  if  I  come  not  in,  and  accept  of  the  terms  and 
offers  made  to  me  in  the  gofpcl,  I  will  put  myfelf  in  a 
worfe  cafe  than  the  devils^  For  it  cannot  be  charged 
ppon  fallen  angels,  as  on  fallen  men,  that  God  was 
willing  to  be  reconciled  to  them,  and  they  would  not. 
Now,  then,  when  the  gpfpel- treaty,  is  proclaimed,  God 
forbid  I  be  found  guilty  of  refufing  his  terms,  fcorn- 
ing  his  offers,  and  defying  his  threatenings.  O  how 
fhall  I  efcape,  if  I  neglc£^  fo  great  and  wonderful  fal- 
Tation  as  is  tendered  to  me  ?  Negleft  it,  Lord,'I  dare 
not,  I  will  not.  Lo,  I  come,  1  accept,  I  embrace,  I 
take  hold  of  thy  covenant,  and  the  fsal  of  it  tendered 
to  me ;  I  renounce  the  old  covenant,  I  break  league, 
t|iis  day,  with  ail  thine  enemies,  I  proclaim  war  a- 
gainft  them  :  I  clofe  with  Chrift  Jcfus,  both  as  my 
fighteoufuefs  and  my  ftrength  :  I  make  a  full  and  free 
furrender  and  refignation  of  myfelf  unto  the  Lord,  to 
be  his,  and  his  only,  in  all  I  am,  and  in  all  I  enjoy,  to 
be  ordered  ahd  difpofed  of  for  his  glory  and  Icryice, 
Lord»  I  am  thine ;  1  will  not  be  my  own,  I  will  not  be 
the  world's,  but  I  will  be  thine,  thine  only,  and  thine 
wholly  \  thine  to  love  thee,  ferve  and  obey  thee,  with- 
out reftrvc  :  Since  thou  wouldft  have  no  nature  but 
mine,  I  will  have  no  will  but  thine.  I  renounce  rhy 
own  will,  and  take  thine  for  my  rule*  Lord,  I  am 
thine,  O  fave  thou  me  \  and  I  will  trumpet  fotth  the 
praifes  of  fiee  grace  and  redeeming  love  for  even 
Amen. 


MEDITATION    III. 

V 

From  Pfal.  cxlviii.  20.     He  bath  not  dealt  fo  wub  any 
^     nation^ 

THE  nation  of  Ifrael  was  finjiularly  privileged  above 
others  •,  they  >rcre  tak^rn  into  covenant  with  God,  they 
had  God's  wprd  and  ordinancesi  tlie  means  of  conver- 
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fioa  and  fdvation ;  the7  had  the  gofpeUrevelationi  the 
knowledge  ^nd  prbmifes  of  the  Mefllah.  But  we,  un« 
der  the  New^Teftament'  times,  and  in  Britain,  are  yet 
more  peculiarly  privileged  with  clearer  li^ht  and  dif« 
coteries  of  the  Mefliah,,  than  the  nation  of  Ifrael  had. 
They  lived  under  a  darker  and  hardier  difpenfation  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  by  Mofes,  whofe  firft  miracle 
was  the  turning  of  ivaier  into  hloo^d ;  but  we  live  undet 
the  clearer  and  fweeter  difpenfation  of  it  by  Chrift  him- 
iclf,  whofe  firft  miracle  was  the  turning  of  water  into 
nvhuj  that  chears  the  heart.  The  nation  of  Ifrael  were 
called  a  people  near  unto  God  \  but  in  gofpel-times  we 
are  allowed  yet  nearer  accefs  to  God,  than  they  had. 
The  children  of  Ifrael  were  not  allowed  fo  much  as  to 
touch  the  mount  on  which  the  Lord  came  down ;  the 
men  of  Bethfhemefh  had  not  liberty  to  look  into  the 
ark,  the  place  of  his  reiidence ;  But,  behold,  we  ard 
allowed  to  take  a  near  view  and  (leady  look  of  a  cruci- 
fied Jefus  ,in  the  facramcnt,  who  is  **  the  image  of  the 
invifible  God,  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and 
the  cxprefs  image  of  his  perfon."  Yea,  we  have  liber- 
berty  not  only  to  look  to  him,  but  alfo  to  touch  him^^ 
handle  his  wounds,  embrace  his  perfon,  and  lodge  hiiit 
in  our  hearts. 

The  advantage  of  a  clear  revelation  of  a  crucified 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel-ordlnances,  and  particularly  in  the 
Lord's  fuppfer,  is  an  invaluable  privilege.  If  the  royal 
pfalmift  admired  tlie  divine  goodncfs  in  caufing  thd 
fun,  moon  and  ftars,  to  (hine  in  the  firmament  for  man^s 
behoof,  and  therefore  cries,  **  What  is  mah,  that  God 
is  th'us  mindful  of  him  ?*'  How  far  greater  caufe  have 
we  to  fay  fo,  when  we  obferve  how  God  caufes  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  (hine  fo  brightly  in  the  firmament 
of  gofpel  ordinances,  and  the  day  fpring  from  high  to  vifijt 
us  with  the  light  of  faving  knowledge,  and  of  eternal 
falvation  through  him  ?  Again,  if  the  Pfalmift  exalte 
God's  goodnefs  fo  much  in  his  giving  the  beafts  of  the 
field,  fowls  of  the  air,  and  fiihes  of  the  fea  to  be  food 
for  man:  What  ground  have  we  to  admire  and  praife 
God's  infinite  mercy,  in  giving  us  the  flefti  and  blood 
of  his  own  dear  Son  to  prcferve  the  lives  of  our  fouls  ? 
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O  what  rare  p;ofpel-feafts  arc  theft  ^^'hich  (ickl  alloir^ 
us  m  the  land  wherein  we  dwell  I  And  O  h6\i(r  wdn- 
dcrfully  are  they  prefervcd  and  continued  with  us,  frdm 
time  to  time,  b.y  the  miraculous  working  of  God's  mer- 
cy 2nd  power !  While  others  are  vifited  with  cleannefs 
of  teeth,  and  a  famine  of  the  word  of  God  ?  He  hath 
not  dealt  with  every  nation  as  with  us. 

And,  Lord,  how  dirlingiiifhing  is  thy  goodnefs  unto 
me  a  mod  unworthy  creature  !  By  thy  mercy  I  wasf 
born  in  a  valley  of  vifiori  ;  and  I  dwell  in  a  lightfomd 
Gofhen,  when  multitudes  of  others,  in  Pagan  and  Po^ 
pilh  nations,  are  covered  with  Egyptian  darkrtefs,  and 
fit  in  the  region  of  the  (hadow  of  death  ;  I  hear  hea- 
ven's free  maiket-days  of  grace  proclaimed,  when  others 
have  filent  fabbaths ;  I  am  invited  to  a  rich  banquet- 
ingrhoufe,  when  others  are  (tarving  for  the  want  of  the 
bread  of  life.  O  that  I  could  value  my  mercies  aright ! 
It  is  a  great  privilege  that  I  am  allowed  to  fpeak  to  the 
great  God  in  prayer,  and  to  hear  him  fpeak  unto  me  in 
his  word  !  But  it  ill  he  puts  a  greater  honour  upon  me, 
by  bailing  me  to  enjoy  intimate  communion  and  fel- 
lowfhip  with  himfelf,  yea,  inviting  me  to  fit  down  with 
him  at  his  table,  and  feaft  upon  the  fruits  of  Chrift's 
death,  and  benefits  of  his  purchafe  !  Oh,  I  am  >not 
worthy  of  the  lead  crumb  that  falls  from  the  children's 
table,  and  far  lefs  of  being  fet  down  at  the  table  with 
the  children  to  eat  of  their  bread,  and  (hare  of  the 
dainties  provided  for  them  by  their  heavenly  Father. 
If  Peter,  after  havingfeen  Chrift's  glory,  and  his  own 
vileneis,  judged  himfelf  unworthy  to  be  in  the  fame 
(hip  with  Chrilt,  and  therefore  cried,  "  Depart  from 
me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man.'*  How  fliould  I,  the  chief 
of  finners,  adventure  to  fit  at  the  fame  table  with  him, 
and  feed  upon  his  flefli  and  blood !  Amazing  con- 
defcenfion ! 

O  what  diftin61iori  doth  Gocl  make  among  nations, 
in  fending  the  gofpel  to  them,  with  clear  views  and 
preffing  offers  of  a  crucified  Jefus  to  pcrifhing  fouls  ? 
And  what  caufe  have  we  in  thefe  nations,  of  admiring 
tlie  diftinguifhiiig  goodnefs  of  God  to  us  in  this  refpedt 
beyond  others !  Would  we  not  admire  his  goodnefs,  if 

he 


lie  caufcd  the  fun  (hine  only  in  our  horizon,  as  he  did 
on  Go(hcn;  when  other  nations  were  covered  with 
darknefs,  as  the  land  of  E^ypt  was  ?  Yet  furcly  the 
gofpel  fun  is  by  far  a  greater  inercy.  The  gofpd  is  in- 
jleed  2k  joyful  found  y'^hX.  Ixxxtx.  .15.  fo  called,  with  al- 
lufion  to  the  filver  trumpets  made  ufe  of  under  the  * 
la>w  to  call  people  to  tl^ie  folemn  aflemhlies,  an!  to  in- 
timate to  them  the  feaft  of  the  pafTover,  which  repre- 
fentcd  the  love  and  fuff^rings  otthc  MciTiah.  A  joyful 
.  found  the  gofpel  is,  indeed,  if  we  compare  it  with  the 
(oupdof  the  law's  curfes  afid  threatenings  thundered 
from  mount  Sinai  again.ft  finners.  But,  behold,  this 
joyful  found,  bringing  falvation,  comes  frqm  hsavea^ 
^ven  to  heaven  daring  finners,  who  had  openly  rebel- 
led againft  the  God  of  heaven!  GUd  new$!  blefled 
,are  they  who  know  the  joyful  found  \  know  it  fo,  as 
tobelieve.it,  admire  it,  entertain  it,  and  comply  with 
it  fo  as  to  receive  Chrift  offered  therein  to  loft  fmner?. 

JLordj  I  make  this  joyful  found  welcome  5  it  is  mufic 
Jo  my  ear,  and  a  cordial  to  my  heart.  I  reckon  their 
feet  beautiful  who  bring  fuch  glad  tidings  to  my  foul. 
O  haw  welcome  would  men  make  them,  who  would 
bring  them  an  mvention,  that  would  fecure  their  eftates 
from  confuming,  their  houfes  from  burning,  or  their 
bodies  from  dying  !  But  here  we, have  the  fure  news 
of  an  invention  that  doth  much  more  for  us  than  all 
this  ;  even  a  device  that  fecures  us  from  hell,  and  en- 
fures  us  of  heaven.  Ought  I  not  then  cheerfully  to 
comply  with  this  joyful  found,  and  fail  in  with  the  call 
thereof  ?  God  forbid  that  I  (hould  ftop  my  ears  at  it ; 
it  had  been  better  for  me  then,  never  to  have  heard 
of  it  at  all :  tjow  dreadful  would  my  cafe  be  at  the 
judgment  day  !  How  would  devils,  'i^urks,  Heathens, 
and  my  own  confcicnce,  upbraid  me  in  hell  to  all  eter- 
nity, for  my  folly  in  flighting  this  joyful  found  !  Surely 
.God  may  flight  the  mournful  found  of  their  prayers  in 
the  time  of  ditirefs,  who  flight  the  joyful  found  of  his 
gofpel  in  time  of  health.  But,  Lord,  i.bleis  thee  for 
it,  i  love  it,  I  receive  it,  I  welcome^  it,  I  fall  heartily 
in  with  it,  and  will  admire  it  for  ever. 

K  k  2  MEDITATION. 
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MEDITATION    IV. 

From  I  John  iii,  1.     Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Ji- 
ther  hath  beftowed  upon  us  t 

IN  the  amazing  work  of  our  redemption^  we  are  cal- 
led to  behold  and  admire  both  the  love  of  the  Father^ 
and  the  love  of  the  Son.  XJnfpeakable  love  of  the  Fa- 
ther !  that  contrived  our  redemption,  pitched  upon  and 
gave  the  Redeemer.  O  how  readily  accepted  he  of 
the  Son's  offer  to  fuffer  and  fatisfy  infinite  juftice  for 
fin  in  our  room  !  Upon  our  fall  he  niight  juftly  have 
faid|  No,  the  foul  that  fins  fhall  die  perfonally,  TU  ad- 
mit of  no  (urety.  But  glory  to  the  blcfled  Father,  fuch 
was  his  love  to  us,  that  when  the  dear  Son  faid,  Fa- 
the.,  I  will  be  the  Surety  for  finners  of  mankind,  let 
my  blood  be  fh,cd  for  theirs,  let  the  blow  light  on-  me, 
let  me  die  in  their  room  \  fuch  was  the  love  and  pity 
of  the  Father  to  us,  that  he  prefently  accepted  the  of- 
fer, held  our  Redeemer  at  his  word,  faying,  |Be  it  as 
thou  haft  faid  :  **  A. wake,  O  fword,  againft  the  man 
that  is  my  fellow  ;  fmite  the  (hepherd,"  and  fpare  the 
jfheep.  I'll  glorify  my  juftice  upon  my  own  dear  Son, 
rather  than  upon  them.  Amen,  faid  the  bleffed  Son  of 
God  :  I  will  be  the  facrlfice  !  i 

O  love  unfpeakable,  both  in  the  Father  and  the  Son  !  { 

human  love,  angelical  love,  is  nothing  to  it !  O  what  is 
the  love  of  creatures  one  to  another,  to  this  love  of 
God  to  man  J  aftoniftiing  love  I  that  the  eternal  Son 
of  God,  intreated  by  no  man,  but  hated  of  all  menj 
(hould  in  his  love  and  pity  intreat  for  men  ;  yea,  un- 
dertake and  die  for  them,  when  enemies  to  God  and  | 
all  that  is  good  !  "  O  the  breadth,  O  the  length,  O  the  I 
depth,  O  the  height  of  this  love  of  Chrift,  which  paf- 
feth  knowledge  1"  I  maypoffibly  feel  it,  but  1  cannot 
fathom  iu   The  love  of  creatures  is  nothing  to  the  love 
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'  of  Chrift.  It  was  great  love  that  Jacob  bore  to  Rachel^ 
that  he  endured  the  heat  of  fumnier,  and  frofts  of  win- 
ter for  her  :  But  all  this  was  nothing  to  the  winter- 
ftorm  which  Chrift  fuffered  for  us.  v  It  was  extraordi- 
nary love  that  Jonathan  had  to  David,  that  he  would 
peril  his  life  to  avert  his  father's  wrath  from  him  :  But 
what  was  that  to  Chrift's  love,  that  took  on  his  etern  d 
Father's  wrath,  which  was  infinitely  greater  than  Saul's, 
and  aflually  laid  down  his  life  to  avert  that  dreadful 
ftorm  of  wrath  from  us !  What  love  was  it  that  made 
him  ftand  before  the  mouth  of  hell-furnace,  and  fuffer- 
himfelf  to  be  fcorched  with  it  in  the  moft  terrible 
manner,  that  he  might  flop  the  flame  from  breaking 
out  on  us !  Behold  him  receiving  the  fword  of  jufticc 
into  his  bowels,  to  prevent  its  being  fheathed  in  our 
hearts  !  Behold,  when  the  fea  of  God's  wrath  raged 
and  was  tompeftiious,  threatening  to  fwallow  us  all  up; 
Chrift  came,  and  faid,  like  Jonah,  Spare  thefe  poor 
finners  !  take  nie  up,  and  caft  me  into  the  fea  in  their 
ftead,  that  the  ftorm  may  be  appeafed  again  ft  them  1 
Chrift  was  willing  to  be  caft  into  the  fea  of  wrath,  to 
be  a  blefTed  plank  of  mercy  for  ihipwrecked  fouls  to 
grip  to,  and  be  faved. 

Admirable  love  of  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  would  give  his  dearly  beloved  Son,  out  of 
free  love  and  pity  to  man,  to  die  and  fufFcr  wrath  for 
him  !  and  would  chufe  rather  to  fee  his  dear  Son  ago- 
nizing  and  ftruggling  under  infinite  wrath  for  a  time, 
than  to  fee  an  eleflk  world  ftruggling  in  hell  among 
devils  for  ever  !  O  who  can  utter  the  mighty  afts  of  the 
Lord  \  who  can  (hew  forth  all  his  praife  !  O  Father  of 
mercies,  from  all  eternity  thou  forefaw  our  fall  and 
mifery,  and,  in  thy  wifdom  and  love,  did  ft  CQntrive  a 
noble  remedy  for  us  :  Thou  even  didft  provide  a  Sure- 
ty for  man  before  the  debt  was  contraAcd,  a  Saviour 
for  him  before  he  was  loft  ;  and  by  this  glorious  Sure- 
ty thou  haft  found  out  a  noble  way  to  fatisfy  both  the 
demands  of  juftice  and  intreaties  of  mercy,  and  glorify 
both  thefe  divine  perfeftions  at  once.  By  this.  Lord, 
we  know  thou  lovcft  us,  that  thou  haft  not  withheld 
thy  Son,  thine  only  Son,  from  us,  to  be  facrificed  in 

our 
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<mt  room,  and  gractoufl7  called  us  to  commemortte 
tby  love,  in  providing  this  facri&ce,  at  thy  holy  table. 
Iiiftead  of  thisi  thou  mighteft  juftly  have  called  multi- 
tudes of  us  together,  to  make  us  a  facri£ce.  to  thy  juftlce 
for  our  heinous  {ins*  and  rebellious  againft  heaven.  But 
behold,  thou  calleft  us  together  to  thy  t^ablc  upon  a 
quite  other  dcfign,  even  to  intimate  to  us  a  facrifice  of 
tjiy  own  providing,  fufficient  for  us  all ;  and  a61ually 
tx>  behold  the  bleeding  vi<Slim  of  the  innpcent  Lamb  of 
God,  who  willingly,  at  his  F»ther*»  call,  gave  bimfelf 
to  be  llain  to  take  away  the  (ins  of  the  world  !  Lord, 
what  didil  thou  fee  in  fuch  creatures,  to  make  thee  to 
love  us  after  this  manner  ?  Nothing,  but  much  to  make 
thee  lothe  us  ;  yet  the  tiflie  when  we  were  mod  lothe- 
fbme,  thou  madeft  it  the  time  of  love  1  Surely  "  thy 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts,  nor  thy  ways  as  our 
ways  !"  How  a(loni(hing  was  thy  condud  in  redeem* 
i»g  us  when  loft  ?  And  worfe  are  we  than  devils,  if 
we  be  not  ravifhed  with  the  love  of  the  Father:  in  pro- 
jeding  our  redemption,  and  with  the  love  pf  his  eter* 
xial  Son,  thgt  made  hiim  leave  his  glory  in  heaven,  and 
even  wade  through  hell  to  fave.the  dregs  of  the  creation. 
O  what  manner  of  love  is  this,  that  the  Father  did 
give  his  eternal  Son,  to  die  for  thofe  who  def&rved  eter- 
nal wrath  for  their  rebellion  and  treafon  againft  him- 
feif  I  When  notice  was  firft  given  in  this  lower  world, 
that  the  Son  of  God  was  coming  down  to  it  from  hea- 
ven ;  what  could  have  been  expelled,  but  that  his  bu- 
finefs  here  would  be  to  condemn  the  world,  and  haften 
the  execution  of  thofe  he  found  in  arms  againft  him  ? 
But,  O  who  can  think,  and  not  wonder,  that  he  ftiould 
have  fent  him  to  fuffcr  and  die  for  fuch  as  forfeited 
their  lives,  and  deferved  to  be  flu  in  ^  yea,  for  fuch  as 
were  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and  full  of  enmity 
againft  him,  unworthy  of  any  place  of  abode  upon 
earth,  and  by  their  wickedncfs  fully  prepared  for  hell : 
O  how  furprifing  is  it,  that  God  would,  in  this  our  mi- 
ierable  ftate,  fend  the  Son  of  his  love  to  die  for  us,  to 
Tefcue  us  from  deferving  wrath,  and  purchafe  a  new 
title  for  us  to  life  and  glory  !  Behold,  what  manner 
of  love  this  is,  that  the  juft  Ihculd  fuffer  for  the  unjuft, 

tbq 
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tfic  juft'  Prince  for  thtf  unjuft  rebels,  that  \^ttt  in  arm* 
againft  him,  the  King  of  Glory  for  the  children  of  dif- 
obedience,  the  obedient  Son  for  mortal  enemies  I  O 
this  is  fuch  a  manner  of  loving,  that  the  higheft  tran- 
fpOTt  of  wonderinrg  dannot  reach  :  "  For  fcatceljr  for  a 
righteous  man  will' one  dare  to  die ;  but  God  commends 
lis  love  to  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  fmners,  Chrift 
died  for  us,"  Rom.  v.  7,  8.      - 

O  how  am  I  able  to  near,  fpeak,  or  think  of  this  love, 
and  my  heart  not  burn  with  an  admiring  fenfe  of  the 
freenefs  and  riches  of  God's  grace  \y  and  with  a  vehe- 
ment hatred  and  indignation  againfl  my  Hns,  which 
contributed  to  pierce  and  crucify  my  glorious  Redeem- 
er !  Can  I  be  but  raviOied  with  love  to  him,  when  he 
comes  to  communicate  his  love  to  me  at  his  table,  and 
fay.  Behold  how  I  have  loved  you,  and  given  myfelf 
for  you  !  I  was  "  cut  off,  but  not  for  myfelf: — i  was 
wounded  for  your  tranfgreffions,  and  bruifed  for  your 
iniquities."  It  was  for  you  I  was  betrayed,  reviled, 
condemned,  and  crucified  ;  for  you  my  hands  and  feet 
were  nailed  to  the  tree,  my  head  crowned  with  thorns, 
and  my  fide  pierced  with  a  fpear :  And  all  this  I  fuffer- 
cd,  that  you  might  be  faved  from  hell,  and*  get  fin  for* 
given,  and  God  reconciled  to  you  for  ever. 


MEDITATION    V. 

From  Pfalia  viii.  4.     Wljat  is  man  that  tbou  art  mindful 
qfhimf 

WHEN  David  beheld  the  heavens,  with  its  glo- 
rious luminaries,  the  fun,  mdon,  and  ftars,  and  the 
mighty  works  of  God  in  the  creation,  and  confidered 
what  a  mean  figure  man  made  amoiigft  them  -,  he  ad- 
mires God^s  condefcenfion  and  goodnefs  in  his  concern 
and  pains  about  him,  in  his  works  of  providence  and 
redemption.  Lord,  what  is  man,  fallen  man,  that  thou 
fhouldft  notice  him  fo  much  ?  A  poor,  vile,  ficful 
worm  !  And  yet  how  finguiarly  minded  and  honour- 
ed 
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cd  is  h^,  in  God  the  Son  his  undertaking  to  be  hie! 
Cautioner  and  Ranfom  ?  Had  he  done  it  for  angels, 
it  had  not  been  fo  marrellous ;  but  what  is  man,  that 
God  fhould  vifit  him  this  manner  !  fliould  pay  him  9 
homely  vidt  in  human  nature,  to  fee  what  ailed!  him, 
to  hear  his  complaints,  and  know  feelingly  his  warit« 
and  miferies,'  that  he  might  the  better  fympathize  with 
him,  relieve,  and  fupply  him  ! 

Bat  who  is  this  that  comes  to  pay  this  vifit  to  man  ? 
even  he  that  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  who 
is  infinite  in  majeily  and  power,  in  riches  and  glory« 
How  awful  are  the  defcriptions  given  us  of  him  in  the 
Bible  !  "  Great  is  the  Lord  and  of  great  power,  his  un- 
derftanding  is  infinite.  He  caTis  the  ftars  by  their 
names.  Whatfoever  he  pleafed,  that  did  he  in  heaven 
and  in  earth,  in  the  fcas,  and  all  the  deep  places.*' 
And  it  is  faid  of  his  coming  to  judgment,  Dan.  vii.  10. 
**  A  fiery  ftream  iffued  forth  before  hirh,  thoufand  thou- 
fands  miniftred  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand  ftood  before  him."  And  yet  this  Almighty 
Perfon,  the  great  God,  condefcends  to  clothe  himfelf 
with  our  nature,  and  (loops  to  the  very  ground,  in  the 
ihoft  lowfy  manner,  to  pay  a  kind  vifit  to  his  rebellious 
creature,  man,  even  man  that  is  a  worm  j  and  when 
he  gets  not  accefs  to  him  at  firft,  he  continues  to  (land 
and  knock  at  his  door.  O  hpw  marvellous  is  this,  that 
he  who  was  Omnipotent,  that  could  by  a  word  have 
annihilated  fallen  nian,  and  created  a  more  amiable 
creature  in  all  refpe£ls  in  his  room,  {hould  (loop  To  low 
to  him  !  That  he  who  was  Omnifcient,  and  perfcftty 
knew  man's  unworthinefs,  his  enmity,  his  ingratitude, 
and  what  Ainkind  returns  he  would  make  for  the  great- 
eft  kindnefs,  (hould  court  him  fo  earneftly  \  That  the 
Judge  of  heaven  (hould  come  down  fromi  the  bench, 
and  put  on  the  panners  clothes,  that  he  might  anfwer 
and  fatisfy  the  law  for  him  I  That  the  great  General 
of  the  armies  of  heaven,  (hould  put  himiCeif  in  the  room 
of  a  poos  condemned  deferter,  to  fuffer  for  him  !  That 
the  Creator  (hould  (loop  to  die  for  the  creature,  e-vca 
the  great  God  for'  a  worm, — man,  is  love  that  fwallows 
up  our'  thoughts  and  language  !     What  can  we  think  I 

what 
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\jrhat  can  we  fay  of  it !  it  is  love  that  paffcth  knowledge  \ 
the  mod  penetrating  angel  cannot  fathom  its  height,  its 
depth,  its  breadth,  or  its  length  !  Why  ?  for  its  height 
is  ir>  finitely  higher  than  the  higheft  heavens  \  for  its 
depth,  none  can  fee  its  bottom,  for  it  made  him  iloop 
as  low  as  hell ;  for  its  breadth,  it  is  as  brpad  as  the 
whole  earth  and  the  whole  heavens,  too ;  it  compre- 
hends all  his  people,  even  the  poorefl;  out-caft  on  ^arth, 
as  well  as  the  higheft  faint  iiT  heaven  ;  for  its  length,  it 
never  ends,  but  continues  without  interruption,  not- 
withftanding  of  provotttions  *,  nay,  it  is  drawn  out  pa- 
rallel with  the  longeft  line  of  eternity. 

Lord^ '  what  is  man,  that  thou  (hould  have  minded 
him,  vifited  him,  and  loved  him  fo !  A  creature  moft 
unlovely,  ugly  and  black  as  hell  \  that  had  got  the  i- 
roage  of  God  razed  out,  and  the  image  o(  Satan  pic- 
tured in  its  room.  A  creature  lame  and  impotent,  that 
could  not  rife  but  as  Chrifl:  lifted  him,  could  not  ftand 
but  as  he  upheld  him,  could  not  walk  but  as  he  led  him, 
nor  move  but  as  he  drew  him.  A  rebel,  that  was  irt 
league  with  hell,  that  hated  his  Sovereign,  and  was  plot- 
ting  with  the  devil  to  pull  the  crown  off  his  head.  A 
creature  made  loathfome  by  fin  in  Good's  fight;  yea,  more 
loath fome  than  the  new-born  infant  wallowing  in  its 
blood,  than  Job  when  full  of  boils,  thaii  Lazarus  full  oi 
fores,  or  a  dead  carcafe  crawling  with  worms*  A  crea- 
tute  that  was  undefirous  of  God's  vifit  or  help,  and  un- 
willing to  accept  of.it;  that  faid  to  him,  **  Depart 
from  us,  we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways.** 
A  creature  that  contemned  his  love,  rejefled  his  offers, . 
and  trampled  his  blood ,  Who  would  have  pitied  fuch 
a  creature  ?  one  fo  poor,  fo  vile,  fo  miferable  !  It  had 
been  much  to  have  given  him  an  alms ;  but  for  the 
Son  of  God  to  give  his  life  for  him,  may  fttikc  men 
and  angels  with  aftonifhitig  furprife  fot  eVct.  •*  Lord; 
what  is  man,"  a  poor  feeble  crawling  worm,  **  that 
thou  (houldft  be  mindful  of  him"  after  this  manner  ? 
And  what  are  we,  that  we  fhould  ftill  have  the  offers  of 
this  love  continued  to  iis  ?  O  fhall  we  ever  make  light  of 
this  love  any  more  ?  "  I  believe,  Lord,  help  my  unbelief.'* 
There  is  a  parallel  text,  Pfal,  cxliv.  %•  "  Lord^ 
Vol..  IlL  LI  what 
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what  18  man,  that  thou  takefl:  knowledge  of  him  ?  Or 
the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  makeft  account  of  him  ?" 
What  a  poor  little  thi^ng  is  man,  that  thou  (houldfl: 
make  fo  great  account  of  hiro,  put  fuch  refpe£l  upon 
him  above  all  other  creatures,  fo  as  to  condcfceud  tp 
ftand  in  a  nearer  relation  to  him  than  to  any  other ;  as 
that  of  a  Father,  a  Brother,  a  Hufband,  a  Friend,  &c. 
yea  more,  thou  haft  dignified  this  poor  things  man,  fp 
much,  as  to  aflume  his  nature  into  an  inieffable,  pcr- 
fonal  un'on  with  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  ever  glorious 
Trinity,  whereby  the  nature  of  man  is  exalted  above  all 
the  angels  of  heaven  It  is  not  the  angelical,  but  the 
human  nature,  which  God  hath  chofen  to  tabernacle 
in  :  and  now  it  is  honoured  fo  far,  as  to  be  fet  on  the 
right-hand  of  the  Majeft:y  on  high.  The  great  account 
God  hath  of  this  little  thing,  man,  appears  further  in  the 
great  coft  he  hath  laid  out  for  him.  Why,  God  not 
only  gives  his  creatures  to  die  for  maiiy  to  yield  him 
food,  but  he  alfo  gives  his  Chrifl:  to  die  for  him,  to  pro^ 
care  him  eternal  life.  Again,  how  great  is  the  good* 
nefs  which  God  hath  laid  up  for  him  hereafter  ?  Eye 
hath  not  feen  it,  ear  hath  not  heard  it,  nor  hath  it  en? 
tered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  how  gre^t  it  {3 ! 
O  what  a  favourite  of  heaven  muft  this  little  creature^ 
n^an,  be  ! 

Lord,  who  can  but  wonder  at  the.honour  thoi)  haft 
already  put  upon  man,  and  at  the  favours  thou  ftill  de- 
Cgns  for  him  !  Great  things  haft  thou  laid  out,  and 
great  things  haft  thou  laid  up  for  man.  I  admire  thy 
low  fioop  in  the  vifit  thou  madft  man,  in  the  incarna- 
tion of  thy  dear  Son,  and  in  thy  vifit  in  the  gofpcl-pro- 
clamation,  and  offer  of  pardon  through  him  !  but  let  me 
ftill  plead  for  another  vifit,  Jn  the  effufion  of  thy  holy 
Spirit :  This  other  vifit  thou  knowcft  is  neceflTary,  to 
make  the  former  effedual  to  my  falvation.  May  then 
thy  holy  Spirit  work  faith  in  me,  to  fall  in  with  thy  glo- 
rious device  for  the  redemption  of  man  in  all  points,  to 
accept  of  thy  love  offers,  and  reft  upon  thy  free  pro- 
mifes  of  faWation  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  bis  moft 
perfcdl  rightcoufnefs.     Amen. 

MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    VI. 

From  I  Cor.  x.  4,     And  that  Rock  was  Chrijl^ 

tlOW  uleful  was  that  rock  in  the  wildernefs  to  the 
Ifraelites  fojourning  thcre>  after  it  was  fmittcn  by  Mo- 
fes*s  rod  :  When  they  were  ready  to  periQi  in  that  dry 
defert,  the  rock  fent  forth  dreams  of  water  to  them  in 
great  abundance ;  ftreams  that  followed  them  up  hill 
and  down  dale,  in  all  their  turnings  and  windings, 
Marches  and  cpuntermarches,  through  that  weary  land^ 
That  rock  was  to  them  a  lively  type  of  Chrift,  who,  being 
fmitten  by  the  rod  of  the  law's  curfes,  whofe  minifter 
Mofes  was,  fends  forth  plentiful  fupplies  to  hi$  people, 
while  travelling  in  the  wildernefs  of  this  world.   There 
are  two  principal  ftreams  of  blefliags  which  he  fends 
forthf  moft  ufeful  to  us  •,  to  wit,  a  ftream  of  hlaai  for 
OMT  juftificationf  and  a  ftream  of  the  Spirit  for  our  fane* 
^cation*    The  channel  or  conduit-pipes,  for  conveying 
diefe  ftreanis  to  us,  are  the  ordinances  and  promifes  of 
the  gorpel,  and'  thrcugh  thefe  pipes  thefe  bleffed  ftreams 
tun  freely  to  all  true  believers,  from  the  Rock  Chrift, 
which  was  broached  for  them. 

Oh,  how  coftly  was  our  redemption  to  our  deajr  kinf- 
mah  Jefus  Chrift  !  dear  did  our  fouls  coft  him  !  The 
Rock  of  our  falvation  was  cleaved  afunder,  rent  and 
pierced  to  the  very  heart,  to  let  out  the  waters  ^of  life 
to  us,  by  which  only  we  can  be  preferved  from  eternal 
death,  and  obtain  eternal  life,  .  How  coftly  and  pre- 
cious are  the  ftreams  of  Chrift's  blood  and  Spirit,  his 
mercy  and  grace,  which  flow  from  the  fmitten  Rock, 
and  follow  us  through  the  wildernefs  in  the  free  offers 
of  the  gbfpel !  They  are  life-giving  ftreams,  fire-  quench^ 
ing,  heart-foftning,  foul-cleanfing,  healing  and  f rubi- 
fying ftreams :  Welcome,  then,  (hould  we  make  thefe 
ftreams  to  our  fouls  in  this  dry  and  thirfty  land.  Like- 
wife  the  rock  was  to  the  Ifraelites  a  ftiadow  from,  the 
heat,  and  a  covert  from  tempefts  and  ftorms :  So  Chrift 
our  Rock  fcrccns  us  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  vindic- 
l.  1  ^  tive 
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live  jufiice,  and  from  the  waves  and  billows  of  God*« 
wrath.  How  neceffary  and  ufeful  is  the  Rock  Cbrift 
to  the  (bula  of  fallen  men  I  Oh,  let  me  never^  Jefliurun* 
like^  lightly  efteem  this  Rock  of  our  falvation.  O  l^t 
me  never  go  to  falfe  rocks,  or  falfe  ftreaiifiSi  for  fheltet 
or  fupply  in  ftraits)  when  the  true  Rock  b  fo  near, 
and  the  faving  ftreams  run  fp  clofe  by  my  door ;  yet 
loliow  me  daily  in  the  channel  of  the  word  and  fa6ra- 
ments ;  ftreams  appointed  by  Heaven  to  anfwer  all  the 
cafes  and  ailments  of  loft  finners.  O  ftiall  God  in  his 
tender  mercy  provide  fuch  a  wonderful  remedy,  fet  the 
Rock  a-broach  for  me,  and  caufe  its  ftreams  to  follow 
me ;  and  I  (hall  be  fo  foolifh  as  turn  my  back  upon 
them,  and  rcftife  to  a|)ply  or  make  ufe  of  them  ?  O  fave 
me  from  fuch  curfed  ingratitude  ind  madnefs  \  "  1  be- 
lieve. Lord,  help  my  unbelief.** 

O  how  much  (hould  my  heart  be  affe^ed  at' the  holy 
table,  when  I  fee  the  Rock  of  my  falvation  fmitten  by 
the  rod  of  juftice,  and  behold  the  bloody  fpear  pierce 
into  bis  heart!  O  Rock  of  ages,  what  made  thee  to 
tend  and  cleave  fo  !  O  brightnefs  of  thy  Father's  glo- 
ry, who  hath  disfigured  thee  fo  ?  O  River  of  life,  clear 
as  cryftal,  who  hath  troubled  thee  fo  i  Oh,  it  was  my 
fins,  my  pride,  my  paffion,  my  unbelief,  my  worldlinefs, 
my  hardnefs,  impenitence,  &c.  thefe  were  the  eaufe  of 
my  Redeemer's  fufFerings.  The  iniquities  of  finful 
men  w^e  laid  upon  him.  When  he  was  pierced,  it 
was  I  that  ihould  have  been  fmitten.  When  he  groan- 
ed and  fwate  blood,  I  ihould  have  howled  and  roared 
in  helK  Harder  than  the  rock  is  my  heart,  if  1  can  fee 
my  dear  Savi()ur  fmitten  and  pierced,  and  not  mourn. 
O  can  I  fee  his  fide  and  heart  ftreaming  cut  blood, 
atid  mine  eyes  not  pour  out  tears  !  Can  I  behold  the 
Rock  fmitten  for  the  Hns  of  men,  and  not  adore  the 
hoUnefs  and  juftice  of  God  manifefted  therein  ?  Can  I 
fee  my  innocent  Saviour  wounded  and  flain  for  my  fins, 
and  my  foul  not  hate  them  ;  yea,  ftiall  I  not  be  filled 
with  horror  and  trembling  at  temptations  to  fin  ? 

Let,  me,  at  my  Saviour^s  call,  approach  to  his  table, 
and  come  near  to  the  Rock  of  my  falvation,  and  hearkeQ 
%o  the  raging  billows  of  infinite  wrath,  daihing  againft 
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the  Roek  for  my  (ih8»  and  even  makings  the  Rock  td 
gToin»  fweat  auid  trembk  uhder  the  preflure.  O  what 
a  dreadCttl  burricaae  of  wrath  did  he  endure^^to  keep 
the  fweUing  ocean  of  divine  wrath  from  overflowing 
guilty  m^n  ?  Sutely  my  glorious  Immanuers  groaning 
and  fweating  blood  under  the  ftrokes  of  God's  ven* 
geancCf  is  a  greater  evidence  of  the  implacable  wrath 
s^ik}  indignation  of  God  againft  Cin^  than  if  he  had  hur« 
kd  all  the  rocks  of  the  creation  into  the  midfl:  of  the 
fea  ;  yea,  or  a  thoufand  worlds  of  men  and  angels  into 
belK  Q  thati  while  I  am  beholding  this  fight^  I  may 
tremble  at  .fin,  come  by  faith  under  the  (hadowt>f  this 
Rocky  and  run  into  the  clefts  of  it  for  fafety.  Here 
I  would  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  law's  curfes,  and 
threateniDgs  of  wrath ;  and  though  I  hear  the  roarings 
and  daihings  of  the  fea  upon  the  Rock,,  yet  a  drop  of 
it  could  not  touch  me. 

.  O  that  I  could  imitate  Mofes,  when  I  am  at  the  ta* 
ble,  and  fmite  the  Rock  by  the  rod  of  faith,  that  the 
ftreams  of  Chrift's  blood  and  Spirit  may  flo^  oat  to  me* 
Whaf  was  his  error  will  be  my-wifdom,  to  flmte  die 
Rock  oftner  than  once,  to  put  forth  many  a^  of  faith 
on  Jefus  Chrift ;  fuch  as  the  difcerning,  aflenting,  ap* 
proving,  deriving,  receiving,  clofing,  embracing,  trnft* 
mgf  pleading,  applying,  appropriating  adlsof  true  faith. 
May  I,  like  Ifrael  of  old,  Deut.  xxxii.  13.  be  helped 
by  faith  to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  Rock,  and  oil  out  of 
the  flinty  rock  t  Honey  and  oil,  fweetntfs  and  fatnefs, 
quickening  and  comfort.  How.  (hall  I  come  at  this 
honey  and  oil  ?  only  by  fucking :  And  how  (hill  I 
fuck,  but  by  the  mouth  of  faith  ?  There  is  no  fucking 
without  it.  Neither  can  I  fuck  by  faith,  unlefs  God 
make  me  do  it ;  for  it  is  faid  Deut.  xxxii.  <*  He  made 
them  to  fuck  hont^  out  of  the  rock/'  It  is  God  that 
mud  give  me  both  a  mouth  and  Itrength  to  fuck,  faith 
in  the  habit,  and  f  uth  in  exercife.  It  is  only  the  blow- 
ings  of  the  north  and  fouth  winds  on  the  girden,  that 
make  the  fpices  to  flow  out.  •^  Awake,  O  north  wind, 
come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  garden  j"  bring  faith 
to  life,  that  I  may  fuck  honey  from  Chrift  in  the  facra- 
ment.    Chriit*s  breads  are  now  full ;  O  let  not  faith 
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be  watitinpf ;  for  if  it  be  banting,  I  can  fuck  nothing. 
BlefTed  be  God,  Jefus  Chtift,  my  Redeemer,  is  the  au- 
thor of  faith.  Lord,  increafe  my  faith,  that  I  may  fuck 
honey  ffom  the  Rock.  a.  But  what  honey  may  I  e»-i 
pcft  from  it  ?  Anf,  The  honey  of  pardon  of  fin.  O 
how  fwcet  is  this  honey  ! — *Thc  honey  of  peace  and  rc- 
conciHation  with  God :— the  honey  of  a  law^biding 
rightcoufnefs : — the  honey  of  acccfs  to,  and  commuiiton 
tpith  God  :-^the  honey  of  enlargement  of  heart,  ant! 
loofing  of  bands,  &c.  O  let  me  evci  fuck  from  this" 
Rock,  the  Rock  that  anfs^ers  all  rry  needs,  ^rtd  richly 
fupplies  all  my  wants.  Let  me  alfo,  under  all  my 
ftrafts,  fupport  mvfelf  with  the  Pfalmift*s  cordial,  Pfah 
Xfiii.  4(i.  "  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blefled  be  my  Rock  '* 
Why  (hould  believers  in  Cbrift  droop  in  any  condition^ 
or  look  like  dead  men,  while  their  Lord  liveth,  and 
their  Rock  ftandeth  ?  Blcffcd  be  God,  my  Rock  is  a 
living  and  iafting  Rock  :  my  hopes  may  die,  my  com- 
forts die,  my  frames  die,  my  gifts,  my  wealth,  and  my 
fclations  ;  thefc  may  all  die  ;  bot  I  rejoice  in  the  news, 
that  my  Lord  will  not  di^,  nor  my  Rock  fall.  He  once 
<lied-for  me,  but  he4s  rifen  again  :  Good  news  !  no# 
liie  18  aHte,  and  will  die  no  more. 
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From  Zech.  iii.  lo.    They  fbaii  look  upon  me  whom  th^ 
have  pierced^  and  mourn. 

THIS  promife  hath  a  refpefl,  not  only  to  the  Jew« 
when  converted,  but  to  all  finners,  when  brought  to  re- 
pentance. We  have  ail  pierced  Chrifl,  in  as  much  as 
out  fins  were  the  caufe  of  his  death :  "  He  was  wound- 
ed for  our  tranfgreffions."  Now,  a  believing  fight  of  a 
pierced  Saviour,  is  the  bcft  fpring  of  forrow  for  fin  ; 
it  19  faith's  look  to  a  crucified  Chtift,  that  will  fet  us  a 
mourning  after  a  godly  fort.  O  that  this  promife  may 
be  made  good  to  me  at  this  time,  that  I  may  be  helped 
to  lock  bclievingly  upon  Chrift,  as  pierced  for  my  fins, 
my  pride,  my  paffion,  my  unbelief,  my  carnality,  my 
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difobediencff,  my  impenitencey  my  fins  of  the  heart* 
of  the  tongue,  and  qi  the  life ;  that  I  may  confefs  and 
bewail  them,  mourn  and  weep  pver  them  before  tha 
Lord.  0 1  when  (hall  I  mourn  and  weep,  if  not  novj 
when  I  am  called  to  look  upon  my  dear  Lord  and  Sure- 
ty at  his  table,  all  red  with  blood  for  my  red  and  fear* 
let  coloured  (ins  i  \  will  not  now  (land  afar  off,  and 
look  to  my  Saviour  on  the  crofs,  as  thofe  women  who 
followed  him  from  Galilee,  Luke  xxiii.  46*  No,  I  will 
come  clofe  to  him,  take  a  near  look,  and  a  narrow  view 
pf  his  wounds  and  piercings  by  my  fins,  that  I  may  fe« 
how  wide  and  deep  they  are,  that  my  eye  may  afie^  my 
heart  with  godly  forrow  for  fin. 

When  i  look  on  him,  I'll  confider  the  dignity  of  the 
Pesfon  pierced  by  and  for  me  \  he  is  the  alipighty  Crea- 
tpr,  the  glorious  Immanuel,  the  Plant  of  Renown,  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  that  is  pierced  and 
nailed  to  a  crofs.  Jeremiah  laments,  in  the  captivity, 
that  princes  were  hanged  up  by  the  hands,  Lam.  v.  12. 
But  what  were  the  princes  of  Ifrael  to  the  Prince  of 
peace,  the  King  of  glory,  whom.  I  fee  hanging  nailed 
through  the  hands  on  the  crofs,  and  his  blood  poured 
out  like  water  upon  the  earth  1  O  it  is  royal  blood,  the 
blood  of  God,  that  I  fee  running  down  to  fatisfy  juftice 
for  my.  fins  ;  and  will  not  fuch  a  fight  caufe  me  to 
rifioutn  for  them  ?  Can  I  look  on  my  lovely  Redeem- 
er, ftript  naked,  mounttfd  up,  and  fixed  with  nails  to  a 
tormenting  crofs  ?  Can  I  fee  his  head  pierced  with 
thcKfns,  his  back  pierced  with  fcourgings,  his  hands  and 
feet  pierced  with  big  nails,  his  fide  pierced  with  a  fpear, 
and  his  heart  pierced  with  forrows  for  my  fins,  and  my 
heart  not  mourn  for  them  ^  Yet  all  the  piercings  and 
wound«  of  his  facred  body  were  but  fmall,  to  the  pier- 
cuigs  and  agonies  of  his  foul,  when  he  drank  of  the  cup 
oi  the  Father's  wrath  for  me,  which  made  him  cry  out, 
'f  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  ev^n  unto  death.-— 
My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfakeii  me  ?"  Can 
I  beL:>ld  this  Ipving  Jefus,  ftanding  in  my  room,  bear* 
ing  the  wrath  of  a  Deity  for  me,  and  tt\y  heart  not 
bleed  ?  Can  I  fee  him,  when  the  fword  cf  juftice  was 
diitwiuto  fmite  me,  opening  his  breaft  to  receive  the 
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ftroke  into  his  hearty  and  my  heart  not  melt  withiti 
mc  ?  Lord,  grant  me  fuch  a  fight  by  faith,  of  a  wound* 
ed  bleeding  Savioun  as  to  make  me  a  melting  and 
mourning  finncr,  . 

How  can  I  leave  this  fubjeft,  until  my  heart  be  more 
affefted  ?  Had  I  been  perfonally  at  mount  Calvary,  and 
with  my  bodily  eyes  had  fcen  my  dear  Rededover  racked 
and  nailed  to  the  tree  !  Had  I  feen  him  lifted  up  be* 
twe^n  heaven  and  earth,  that  the  nations  migl^t  behold 
him,  with  his  arms  ftretched  out  to  embrace  Tinners  ! 
Had  I  beheld  his  dying  look§,  and  heard  his  dying 
groans  !  Had  I  feen  his  precious  blood  for  many  hours 
run  from  his  wounded  hands  and  feet  to  the  earth  ! 
Could  I  have  flood  by  with  dry  eves,  or  an  unconcern- 
ed heart,  efpecially  when  I  had  thought  he  was  fuffer- 
ing  all  this  out  of  love  to  me,  for  my  fins,  and  in  my 
Toom  !-^Why  then  fhould  not  I  be  as  much  concem- 
>  ed,  when  I  come  to  his  table  to  celebrate  the  memorial 
of  that  fearful  tragedy,  and  look  upon  the  outward  figns 
which  reprefent  the  fame  !  Lord,  give  me  faith^s  eye  to 
behold  the  things  fignified  thereby,  even  the  bleeding 
and  dying  of  the  glorious  Immanuel.  And  what  kind 
of  blood  is  it  I  fee  running  down  !  It  is  innocent  blood ! 
precious  blood  !  royal-blood !  heart-blood  !  Nay,  the 
blood  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  one  drop  whereof  is 
worth  an  ocean  of  our  blood,  and  is  of  infinite  value  $ 
and  yet  behold  all  this  blood  is  flied  for  fuch  worms  as 
I  am  !  O  can  I  think  long  upon  this  fubjcft,  and  not 
find  my  heart  pained  with  love,  and  be  ready,  with  Jo- 
feph,  to  feck  a  fecrct  place  to  weep  in  ?  Had  an  ordina*. 
ry  man  been  executed  for  my  crime,  it  would  have  af- 
feflcd  me  all  my  days ;  how  much  (hould  it  touch  mc 
to  fee  the  Son  of  God  put  to  death  for  me  ?  The  furt 
fainted,  the  heavens  mourned  in  black,  the  earth 
quaked,  and  the  rocks  rent,  when  this  black  tragedy 
was  adied ;  how  much  more  ihould  my  heart  rend  anrd 
n>ourn  at  the  reprefeiitation  of  it  before  my  eyes !  Sure* 
ly  my  mourning  fliould  be  great,  deep,  and  bitter 
mourning,  as  in  the  text,  like  the  mourning  of  a  parent 
for  the  death  of  an  only  fon  ;  or  like  the  mourning  of 
Hadadrimmon  in  the  valley  of  Megiddb  I  O  what  was 
the  death  of  king  Jofiah  to  the  death  of  King  Jefus,  the 
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eternal  Son  of  God  1     O  my  dear  flain  Lamb,  (hall  t 
ndurn  and  weep  over  thee  ! 

Oh  !  can  I  fee  his  blood  run  down  in  dreams^  and 
my  eyes  not  pour  out  fomc  drops  \  Did  Chrift  fweat 
blood,  and  weep  blood  for  my  fins,  and  (hall  not  I  weep 
tears  for  them  ?  Shall  I  not  give  dr,ops  of  water  for 
dreams  of  blood!  Alas!  ^m  I  more,  fparing  of  my 
tears^  for  'Chrift,  than  Chrift  was  of  his  blood  for  me  ! 
How  faft  did  the  blood  trickle  down  Chrift's  cheeks  in 
the  day  he  wore  the  crown  of  thorns  for  me  ^  But  how 
flowly  do  the  tears  fall  from  my  eyes,  when  I  comme*^ 
morate  his  dying  lo;^  !  Can  I  (bed  tears  in  plenty  fot 
a  dead  child  !  and  have  I  referved  none  for  a  flain  Sa» 
viour  ? — Yea,  flain  by  my  fins  !  How  fad  is  it  to  fee  fo 
many  weeping  eyes  at  a  funeral,  and  fo  many  dry  eyes 
at  a  coniraunteh-table :  Alas,  this  is  a  fad  figij  of  few 
looking  by  faith  to  hini  we  have  pierced  !  few  fenfiblQ 
of  the.  evil  of  their  fins,  that  were  the  hammers  which 
drove  in  the  nails  into  his  body.  O  for  a  rejjizing  z£t 
of  faith,  reprefenting  allthat  the  Lamb  of  God.fuffer* 
ed,  in  the  greateft  certainty  and  cleareft  evidence,  that 
it  is  no  devifed  fable.  0  for  an  applying-and  appropri- 
ating aft  of  faith,  to  bring. all  home  to  myfclf,  and  fay, 
**'  He  loved  me,"  and  gave  himfeif  for  me.'*  . 

What  a  hard  heart  is  this  I  have  beyond  others !  Can 
I  fee  others  weeping  and  mourning  over  a  flain  Saviour, 
that  fit  at  the  fame  table,  eat  the  fame  bread,  and  drink 
the  fame  cup  with  me^  and  cannot  I  get  one  tear  !  Is 
God'  come  with  his  bottle  waiting  for  mv  tears  !  Do 
others  poUr  into  it  plentifully^,  and  have  I  not  one  teat 
to  drop  into  God's  bottle  !  Lord,  what  means  the  har^- 
nefs  of  my  heart,  and  the  drynefs  of  my  eyes,  at  the, 
fight  of  my  Saviour's  bleeding  and  dying  for  my  fins^ 
When  (hould  J  mourn  and  weep,  if  not  now  ?  Was 
there  ever  fuch  an  occafion  for  tears  ?  Oh !  dotli  God 
intend  to.  referve  weeping  fpr  me  in  hell,  where  tear§ 
fliall  never  be  dryed  up  >  TTiis  i?  what  I  deferve,  if  I 
be  hard>hearted  and  drycyed  now*  BuJ,  Lord,  pity 
my  hardncfs,  and  give  me  fuch  a  look  as  thou  gavefl: 
Pefer,  tiiat  naay  caufe  me  to  weep,  and  weep  bitterly,  at 
the  remembrance  of  iX^s  fins  which  pierced  thee* 

VoL-lIL  Mm  MEDITATION 


974  Sneramuatl  M*iiuaia$ui, 


MEDITATION    VHI, 

From  Luke  xxii.  6i,  62.     Tbe  Lord  hoked  upon  A/rr.— • 
jind  Peter  went  out^  and  Hvept  bitter f^» 

LORD|  fince  my  looks  to  thee  are  fo  flight,  fp  w^- 
yering  and  inconftant,  that  they  make  little  or  no  im*- 
preflion  on  my  hard  heart,  do  thou  vouchfa£e  to  look 
upon  me  witn  pity  and  with  povfQ;  \  for  thy  looks  are 
efficacious,  and  melt  dpwn  the  hardeft  heart*  O  give 
me  fuch  a  look  as  thou  gaveft  to  Peter,  when  he  denied 
thee,  and  began  to  curfe  and  fwear ;  A  look  that  may 
bring  me  to  myfelf,  and  caufe  me  weepi  and  weep  bit* 
tcrly,  at  the  remembrance  of  my  fins,  my  unbelief,  my 
pride,  my  paffion,  my  difobedience,  which  pierced  theci 
my  deareft  Lord  and  Saviour*  *'  Look  thou  upon  me^ 
and  be  merciful  unto  me,''  Pfal.  cxix.  131.  Chrift's  look 
to  backfliding  Peter  was  merciful,  and  full  of  compalGon  % 
his  bowels  yearned  for  his  poor  difciple,  when  ready  to 
fall  into  the  devirs  arms  by  a  total  and  final  backi^idingi 
and  prevents  him  fjpeedily.  He  would  not  let  him  ly 
long  in  that  difmal  ftate  he  fell  into,  as  it  were  on  the 
very  brink  of  hell,  but  prefently  plucks  hini  back^  and 
recovers  him.  In  like  manner,  Lord,  look  on  me,  and 
recover  me  fpeedily,  when  I  fall  into  fin,  left  my  next 
ilep  ht  into  hell* 

Chrift's  look  to  Peter  wa$  a  preventing  look  \  he 
looked  on  Peter  before  Peter  looked  to  his  Saviour  for , 
mercy,  and  before  he  looked  on  himfelf,  or  upon  his 
fin,  and  the  danger  he  was  expofed  to  by  it.  Glory  to 
iny  Redeemer,  that  watches  over  his  people,  fees  and 
minds  their  danger,  when  they  themfelves  are  little 
thinking  upon  it  y  he  is  more  careful  of  them  than  they 
are  of  themfelves.  How  marvellous  was  Chrift's  love^ 
that  would  be  fo  concerned  about  Peter  at  fuch  a  time, 
when  he  himfelf  was  amidft  his  blobdy  enemies,  and 
upon  trial  for  his  life ;  even  then,  as  it  were,  he  forgets 
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fafs  own  danger>  and  takes  notice  of  the  danger  of  his 
fervant.  He  being  "  the  great  Shepherd  of  his  {hcep," 
ventures  all  to  refcue  one  of  his  flock  out  of  *^  the 
mouth  of  the  lion»  and  from  the  paws  of  the  bear.**  O 
who  Would  not  defire  to  belong  to  the  flock  of  fuch  a 
faithful,  lovingt  and  compaffionate  Shepherd  ! 

The  look  Chrift  gave  Peter,  was  a  convincing  look ; 
it  laid  open  hit  (in  to  him,  with  all  its  aggravations^ 
.which  made  it  very  bitter  to  lum.  It  fpoke  fuch  lan- 
guage to  him  as  this  :  *^  O  Peter,  what  haft  thou  done  ^ 
Haft  thou  caft  off  thj  Saviour  ?  And  haft  thou  faid, 
thou  knoweft  not  me,  who  knew  thee  from  the  womb, 
and  am  going  to  die  for  thee  ?  Doft  thou  not  know 
mei  diat  called  thee  from  thy  nets,  that  impowcred 
thee  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  work  miracles,  that  kept 
Uiee  from  finking  in  the  waters  ?  Am  I  not  he  thou 
iaweft  (hining  on  mount  Tabor  ?  Even  he  thou  faidit 
thou  wouldft  rather  die  than  deny  ?"  O  for  fuch  a  con- 
vincing look  from  Chrift,  that  would  pierce  and  melt 
my  heart,  and  make  me  weep  bitterly,  both  now  and  at 
his  table,  for  my  bafe  ingratitude,  in  difowning  and 
piercing  my  dear  RedeenKer  i 

Chrift's  look  to  Peter,  was  a  powerful  and  over* 
coming  look,  it  conquered  his  will,  loofed  him  from 
the  world  and  fin,  and  made  him  yield  prefently  to 
Chrift  ;  He  was  not  able  to  hold  out  a  moment  longer, 
but,  like  Jofeph,  feeks  a  lecret  place  to  weep  in.  O 
bow  powerful  is  a  look  from  Chrift  !  it  i»  fa&cient  to 
bow  th«  moft  ftubborn  will,  and  melt  the  hardeft  heart ; 
it  can  turn  *<  the  rock  into  ftanding  water,  and  the  flint 
into  a  fountain  of  water,"  Pfal.  cxiv.  8.  How  power- 
ful was  the  look  he  gave  to  poor  Jerufaiem,  when  "  ly-< 
ing  in  their  blood )"  a  look  that  caufed  them  to  live, 
£zek.  xvi.  <$•  How  powerful  was  the  look  ht  gave  to 
I^accheus  on  the  fycamore  tree,  Luke  xix.  5.  O  for 
fuch  a  look  as  would  bring  me  prefently  down,  in  like 
manner,  from  the  fycamore  of  my  felf- conceit  and  felf- 
tighteoufnefs,  and  from  my  beft  beloved  fins  and  idols, 
and  Gaufe  nre  receive  Chriit  joyfully  into  my  heart,  and 
go  with  chearfulnefs  to  his  table,  and  receive  the  feal 
of  fell  covtnanti  faying,  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God." 
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Chrift's  look  to  Peter  was  a  peculiar  and  diftniguifli* 
ing  look ;  the  power  and  gra^ce  of  God  went  alongft 
with  it  to  change  Peter's  heart,  and  bring  him  to  his 
right  mind.  Chrift  looked  on  many  thoufands  that 
were  never  the  better  of  it.  He  looked  on  Judas  after 
be  betrayed  himi  and  when  he  prefumed  to  kifs  himi 
and  reproved  him  too  for  his  bafe  treachery  :  but  nei- 
ther that  look  nor  reproof  melted  his  heart.  As  the 
beams  of  the  very  fame  fun  hardens  clay  and  foftens 
frozen  earth }  fo  a  look  from  the  fame  Jefus,  **  the  Sun 
of  righteoufnefs/'  left  Judas  hard  and  impenitent,  wMlft 
it  foftened  Peter's  heart*  The  one  went  on  in  his  vil- 
lany,  whilft  the  other  relented,  and  melted  into  tears. 
Why  ?  he  looked  but  on  the  face  of  Judas,  but  he 
Jooked  on  the  heart  of  Peter.  He  looked  upon  the 
one  with  a  frowning  judicial  look,  biit  looked  upon 
the  other"  with  a  recovering  and  drawing  l«ok.  Chrift's 
look  to  Peter  was  accompanied  with  the  inward  in« 
fluences  of  his  Spirit  on  his  heart,  otherwife  it  had 
been  ineffefluaU  O  if  he  would  vouchfafe  fuch  a  gra- 
cious look  to  my  frozen  heart,  and  foften  it !  I  would 
fain  bring  my  hard  heart,  and  lay  it  before  this  blefied 
Sun,  and  wait  until  he  draw  by  the  cloud,  look  through, 
and  (hine  upon  it.  Lord,  I  tremble  to  go  to  thy  table 
with  this  hard  heart,  left  thou  (houldft  look  on  me  with 
anger,  as  thou  didft  upon  thefe,  Mark  iii.  5.  upon  ac- 
count of  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  (lOrd,  I  defire 
to  be  grieved  for  my  heart-hardnefs,  and  to  look  to 
thee  .whom  I  have  pierced  by  it.  Give  fuch  a  look  to 
my  heart  as  thou  gave  to  Peter's,  melt  it  down  into  pe- 
nitential tears,  and  caufe  me  to  go  afide  "  and  weep 
bitterly." 

Chrift's  look  caufed  Peter  to  remember  and  think 
upon  Chriii's  words  to  him.  It  is  in  and  by  his  word 
that  he  works  upon  finners  hearts.  O  if  the  Spirit 
would  bring  the  word  to  my  mind,  fet  it  powerfully 
home  upon  my  confcience,  and  fo  give  the  happy  turn 
to  my  foul.  Lord,  help  me,  to  lav  up  my  words,  and 
ponder  them  in  my  heart ;  and  O  bring  them  always 
feafonably  to  my  view,  that  when  I  fall,  I  may  not  ly 
long  under  fin,  nor  contin^c  in  s^ftate  of  backflidbg 

from 
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from  thee.  May  I  have  fuch  a  look  from  thee,  as  fliall 
look  alt  my^  idols  out  of  countenance^  and  look  mj 
wandering  heart  into  a  right  frame  for  the  covenanting 
and  communicating  work :  A  look  that  (hall  put  new 
life  in  all  my  drooping  graces,  and  kindle  fuch  a  fleime 
of  love  to  Chrift  in  my  heart,  and  of  indignation  a^ainft 
fin,  as  all  the  devils  in  hell  (hall  never  be  able  to  quench. 
A  look  that  (hall  make  me  weep  while  I  live,  for  pierc- 
ing Chrift  the  Lamb. 

Oh,  fhall  others  (hed  tears  in  plenty  for  fin,  and  my 
eyes  remain  dry  ?  Shall  others  get  their  hearts  broken, 
and  mine  continue  hard  1  Lord,  thy  grace  is  free  ^  O 
how  cafy  were  it  for  thee  to  melt  my  heart,  and  moift- 
en  my  eyes  :  One  touch  of  thy  hand,  nay,  one  look  of 
thy  countenance,  one  caft  of  thine  eye  is  fufficient  to 
do  it.  O  turn  unto  me;  and  give  me  one  merciful 
look ;  fbr  thy  ordinance  w'dl  be  lifelefs,  and  loft  unto 
me,  if  thou  look  not  on  me.  How  can  I  go  to  thy 
table  to  behold  Jefu8,  my  Surety,  all  red  with  blood  for 
my  red  and  fcarlet* coloured  fins,  while  my  heart  doth 
not  mourn,  nor  my  eyes  run  down  ?  Surely  the  ftreams 
of  my  Saviour's  blood  deferve  to  be  lamented  with 
tears  of  blood,  and  ihall  I  not  do  it,  at  leaft  with  tears 
of  water  !  Was  he  wounded  for  my  transgreffions,  and 
(hall  not  my  heart  bleed^  and  eyes  weep  for  his  wounds 
given  him  by  my  sins  ? 


MEDITATION    IX. 

From  Matth.  xv.  27.     Andjhefaid^  Truth,  Lord,  yet  the 
dogs  eat  6f  the  crumbs. 

THIS  woman  was  a  Canaanite,  and  lived  among  hea- 
thenSj  yet  ftie  had  greater  knowledJ;e  and  faith  of  the 
Mei&ah,  than  moft  of  the  Jews.  Her  faith,  huroility, 
patience,  and  refolution^  amidft  the  greateft  difcourage- 
ments,  are  here  recorded  for  a  pattern  and  encourage- 
ment to  defponding  believers  in  all  ages. 

This  woman  was  fo  fenfible  of  her  mifery,  that  fhc 
addrcflcs  Chrift  with  great  earneftnefs  for  help ;   She 

doth 
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doth  rot  fpiiak  calmly  or  coldly  to  Chnft,  but  flic  cried 
unto  him,  and  followed  him  wirh  her  cries,  ver.  22.  23. 
Surely,  if  I  v%cTe  duly  offfOed  with  my  fpiritua]  wants 
knd  it^iferies,  I  ^oold  fpeak  to  God  in  no  other  Ian- 

fuage  than  that  of  cries  and  tenrs.  O  what  caufe  have 
to  bewail  my  coldnefs  and  indiffrrency  in  prayer,  and 
the  little  fen fe  I  have  of  my  dangers  and  necejQitieii 
which  are  great  beyond  exprefiion.    > 

This  woman,  nocwithftandnig  of  her  great  earneft- 
nefs  and  ftrong  faith,  met  whh  very  great  trials  and 
4iifcouragement8  in  her  addrefles  to  Chrift. 

I.  Her  6r(l  triaLis  Chrift's  filence  to  her,  when  cry- 
ing to  him  for  mercy,  ver.  23.  "  He  anfwered  her  not 
a  word."  Strange  !  not  a  word  from  a  meek  and  mer- 
ciful Saviour^  that  never  put  a  poor  finner,  feektng  for 
metcy,  away  from  him  before  ;  but  ftill  inrited  all  to 
tome  to  him  for  it«  That  is  a  fore  temptation,  Laoi. 
ii.  8.  **  When  I  cry  and  fiiout,  he  (hiitteth  out  my 
prayer.'^  Believers  art  apt  to  think  that  God  (huts  out 
their  prayers  in  wrath,  when  it  is  not  fo.  Chrift  heard 
this  woman  I  accepted  her,  was  pleafed  with  her,  and 
ftrengthened  her  to  hold  on  in  prayer,  though  he  did 
not  immediately  anfwer  her.  He  entertainedher  with 
lilence  to  draw  her  on  to  be  more  importunate,  and  to 
try  her  faith,  patience,  and  perfeverance,  and  thereby 
to  teach  us  to  hc^^fcihwers  ofthofiwho  ihr9ugb  fiitb  afid 
pat'te7ice  do  now  inherit  the  protnifes.  Chrili  keeps  the 
door  bolted  for  a  time;  that  we  may  knock  the  harder, 
Matth.  vii.  7«  '4/^^  fitky  khocki  The  ehotceft  mercies 
cbmc  to  us  after  the  greateft  wreftlings.  likewife  I 
fee  here,  that  there  is  love  in  Chrid's  heart  to  wreflling 
fouls,  even  when  frowns  appear  in  his  looks ;  where- 
fd^e  let  me  take '  encouragement  frotti  himj  tAougb  b^ 
Jlay  me^  jet  to  trufi  in  hint. 

2^  Another  fore  trial  the  woman  met  with,  was  the 
anfwer Xhrift  gave  his  difdplcs  when  interceding  for 
her,  whereby  he  feems  to  exclude  her  out  of  his  com- 
miflion,  ver.  24.  "  I  am  not  fent  but  to  the  l6ft  Iheep 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael/'  The  Jews  were  called  Jht^^ 
but  the  Gentiles,  dogs.  The  Jews  were  indeed  to  have 
the  free  Offer  of  Chtift^s  grace  and  purchafc.    Though 


^e  woman  might  hvrt  Ukaxi  Chrift's  wordt  aa  %  pbiii 
nspulfe,  yet  (h«  ft^dies  to  put  the  beft  fenfe  on  them  (he 
can,  and  continues  her  importunity.  Which  teacheth 
us  never  to  leave  the  throne  of  grace  for  any  difecu^ 
ragemene« 

3.  She  f  ets  a  repulie  yet  more  (harp  than  the  two 
former,  even  after  ih^  had  come  clofe  up  to  him,  and 
fallen  down  at  his  feet,  faying,  L^rdy  hip  me.  Then 
h  U  Chrift  ranks  her  among  the  dogs,  tbofe  that  wero 
without  the  covenant,  profane  and  unclean*  Now,  one 
might  think,  (he  is  cut  off  by  this  word,  and  will  in/iil 
no  more  after  it.  Nay,  (he  takes  hold  of  that  word  of 
reproach,  and  pleads  upon  it  in  the  tent,  Trutbt  Lord^ 
lam  a  dog^  vile  and  unworthy ;  yet  let  me  humby  aik 
the  dogs  room  and  privilege,  even  to  creep  beneath  the 
childrens  table»  and  gather  fome  crumbs  of  mercy-  O 
how  much  is  contained  here  for  our  inftru£iion  and 
imitation ! 


I.  What  caufe  have  wc,  O  Lord,  to  hJeft  thy.  good- 
nefs,  th^t  we  Gentiles,  of  dogs  are  now  become  childr49$ 
and  allowed  to  come  to  thy  table  ?  And,  at  the  fame 
time  to  fear  thy  juftice,  fince  the  Jews,  of  dUldrxn^  are 
BOW  become  dogs^  and  (hut  out  as  unclean  I  If  they 
were  cut  off,  who  crucified  tliee  in  thy  low  eftate,  what 
may  we  expefl,  if,  by  our  (ins,  we  crucify  thee  in  thjf 
glory?  Let  us  not  be  high-^ minded,  but  fear. 

a.  Chrift  puts  the  (trongeft  faith  of  his  people  upon 
the  (harped  trials :  He  thinks  ^t,  for  his  own  glory, 
where  he  gives  much  grace,  to  try  grace  much. 

3.  Thofe  who  are  eminent  in  faith  are  raoft  humble  s 
this  woman  was  fo.  O  how  humbly  did  (he  plead  with 
Chrift  ?  She  threw  berfelf  on  the  ground,  lay  low  at 
his  feet,  and  from  the  duft  cried  for  help  *,  (he  daimed 
nothing,  only  begged  for  mercy.  And  when  Chrilt 
fpurned  fier  from  his  feet,  calling  her  a  dsg^  (he  doth 
not  murmur  nor  complalti  of  his  har(h  carriage,  but 
humbly  takes  with  the  charge  ^  Truths  Lardy  thou  doft 
not  mifcal  me,  nor  call  me  fo  bad  as  I  am,  I  am  a  dagf 
a  moft  vile  and  unworthy  creature,  and  have  no  right 
to  the  children's  bread,  and  muft  (^rve,  if  thou  haft  not 
mercy  on  me«    She  can  be^ir  anything,  the  worft  frown 

or 
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or  ch^ftifexnent  from  Chrift,  only  flie  cannot  bear  being 
excluded  from  his  mercy  and  grace ;  (he  would  have 
fome  token  of  it|  though  never  fo  mall :  ihe  cbims^not 
z  Benjamin's  fmeal,  nor  a  child's  portioni  only,  let  her 
have  a  dog's  crumb.  Lord,  I  take  patiently  the  ftripc 
from  thee ;  give  me  but  a  crumb  after  it|  and  I'll  go 
away  fatisfied.  Surely  the  more Jiumble  any  fupplicant 
is  at  the  throne  of  grace,  he  comes  ftill  the  better  fpeed, 
for  the  **  Lord  refiils  the  proud|  but  gives  grace  to  the 
humble."   .  . 

4.  God^s  ufual  method  of  difpenfing  bis  mercy  and 
grace  to  Cnnersi  iS)  firft  ta  caft  them  down  before  he 
raife  them  up  \  he  firft  humbles  and  lays  then!  low  in  a 
fpnfe  of  their  unworthinefs  and  vilcnefs,  before  he  ad* 
vances  them  to  his  favour.  We  mud  firft  fee  ourfelves 
to  be  as  dogs»  *'  iefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  God's  mercies>'^ 
before  we  are  fit  to  be  dignified  with  **  the  prlvilegea 
of  children." 

5*  When  unbelief  draws  difmal  conclufions  from 
every  thing,  and  tempts  us  to  quit  our  grips  s^nd  hopes^' 
upon  any  daiKdifpenfation,  and  to  fay  «wich  that  wicked 
king,  2  Kings  vi.  33.  "  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord :  Why 
(hould  1  wait  for  the  Lord  any  longer  ?"  Behold,; faith 
is  a  valiant  and  importunate  grace^  it  puts  the  beft  con«* 
ftrudions  upon  ail  Chrift's  anions  ;  it  is  (harp>  fighted, 
to  fee  and  take  hold  of  all  advantages  to  ftrengthen  it« 
k\U  sind  fines  encouragement  even  in  that  which  is  dif- 
couraging;  That  which  fecmed  to  cut  off  this  believing 
woman's  hope,  (he  improves  it  as  a  ground  of  hopcy 
and  an  argument  in  prayer,  "Truth,  Lord,  yet  the 
dogs  eat,"  &c.  q*  d.  Even  the  worthlefs  dogs  belong 
to  the  family,  and  though  they  may  not  feaft  with  chil- 
dren at  the  table,  they  may  creep  under  it,  and  gather 
crumbs,  thofe  off- fallings  that  would  be  fwept  to  the 
door,  this  will  not  wrong  the  children.  Let  me  ftand 
ill  relation  to  Chrift,  though  in  the  meaneft  ftation, 
even  that  of  his  dog ;  I'll  be  thankful  fcr  it,  or  for  any 
thing,  if  he  do  net  turn  me  out  of  the  houfe* 

6.  When  our  difcouragements  are  greateft,  wc 
fliould  learn,  from  t^as  woman,  never  to  give  over  the 
eztrcife  of  faith  and  prayer  \  but  to  look  on  all  our 
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difappointmenta  in  the  fuccefs  of  prayer,  as  excitements 
to  greater  eameftnefs  in  prayer.  Faith  will  not  fet  li- 
mits to  the  Holy  One;  though  fpeedy  anfwers  be  not 
given  to  our  prayers,  it  becomes  us  to  wait  on  God's 
time,  who  is  the  beft  judge  of  the  fitted  feafon :  **  He 
that  believeth  will  not  make  hafte  :*'  Why  ?  he  knows 
his  extremity  is  God's  fit  opportunity. 

7.  A  refolute  adhering  to  Chrift  by  faith  under  trials, 
is  mod  pleafing  and  acceptable  to  him ;  as  when  we 
perfevere  in  tne  ufe  of  means  when  fuCcefs  is  fmall, 
when  we  depend  upon  his  promife,  and  look  to  his 
power ;  when  under  the  darkeft  difpenfations  we  watch 
over  our  hearts  and  ftepSi  that  they  do  not  decline 
from  his  ways,  as  thofe  in  Pfal.  xliv.  17,  18.  And, 
glory  to  him  that  gives  us  fuch  encouragement  for  this 
refolute  adherence  to  himi  as  the  mercifulnefs  of  his 
nature,  and  his  faithfulnefs,  which  afTure  us  there  is 
more  good  will  in  his  heart  than  is  vifibld  in  liis  deal- 
ings ;  and  that  his  providence  will  never  give  his  word 
the  lie.  He  gives  fecret  ftrength  to  his  people  to  ad- 
here to  him,  when  he  feems  moft  oppofite  to  them,  as 
he  4i^  to  this  woman.  H^  loves  to  bring  about  his 
peoples  mercies  by  means  improbablie  and  contrary,  to 
glorify  his  wifdom.  He  delights  to  bring  light  out  of 
darkne(fl. 

8.  Great  will  the  reward  at  laft  be  of  the  believer's 
faith,  humility  and  perfeverance  in  prayer ;  for,  faith 
Chrift  at  length^  ver.  28.  **  O  woman,  great  is  thy 
faith ;  be  it  thee  even  as  thou  wilt." 


MEDITATION   X. 

From  I  C6r.  xi*  24*     Tbif  do  in  jremembrance  cf  me. 

O  Mt  foul,  here  is  a  folemn  ordinance  inftituted  iot 
keeping  up  the  remembrance  of  a  crucified  Jefus ;  and 
behold  it  was  appointed  by  liimfelfi  when  he  was  juft  a 
going  to  diO  more  for  us  than  all  the  angels  in  heaven 
could  have  done,  even  to  make  atonement  for  our  fins 

Vol.  III.  N  n  by 
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by  his  deajth  and  fufferings ;  and  he  twice  repeats  his 
dying  charge  to  us,  ver.  24  and  25.  "  This  do,  this  do 
ye."  Men  ufe  to  regard  the  command  of  their  dying 
friends,  and  perform  their  wills  rehgioufiy  j  and  (hall 
not  I  with  pleafur^  obey  the  will  and  command  of  a 
dying  Redeemer,  when  the  thing  he  requires  is  fo  eafy 
and  agreeable,  to  eat  and  drink  at  his  table  in  remem« 
brance  of  him  ?  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Friend  of  (innerSi 
let  my  risrht  hand  forget  its  cunning,  &c. 

Our  losing  Redeemer  well  knew  the  treachery  of  our 
memories,  the  worldlinefs  of  our  hearts,  and  incon- 
.  ftancy  of  our  affe6^ions,  that  we  would  be  ready  to  let 
his  death  ai|d  love  flip  out  of  our  thoughts,  and  there- 
fore he  would  have  the  figns  of  his  fufferings  frequently 
prefented  to  our  eyes.  Alas  !  for  the  curfed  ingratitude 
of  my  he^irt,  thit  is  fo  apt  to  forget  him  that  remember- 
ed me  when  there  was  none  to  pity  me :  but,  glory  to 
him  that  takes  fuch  pains  to  cure  my  fbrgetfulnefs,  by 
fetting  forth  Chrift  crucified  fo  evidently  before  my 
eye^  in  the  broken  bread  and  poured  ou^  wine  in  the  fa- 
crament.  I  look  upon  this  ordinance  as  ^  lAfible  re- 
prefentation  and  commemoration  of  my  Saviour's  death 
aqd  fufferings  for  bis  people,  which  he  will  have  con- 
tinued till  he  come  again  to  judgments  It  is  like  a 
marble  pillar  fet  up  upon  his  grave,  with  an  infcription 
bearing  account  of  his  glorious  achievements  and 
mighty  deeds,  hi^  glorious  fufferings,  conflids  and  vic- 
tories for  ius  p€K>piie«  Wherefore,  as  ofb  as  he  calls  me, 
1  will  go  thither,  and  put  all  the  honour  and  refpeA  I 
can  upon  my  kind  Benefafior :  I  will  remember  his 
lovet  proclaim  his  wx^rtb,  and  publiib  biiu  praifes.  I'll 
hereby  own  myfelf  before  the  world  to  be  one  of  his 
difciples,  and  a  follower  of  the  Lamb.  I'U  declare  my 
abhorrence  of  (in  that  pierced  him,  and  my  gratitude 
CO  the  Lamb  for  the  atoning  facrifice  he  offered  up  for 
me  upon  the  crofs.  I'll  triumph  in  this  as  the  only 
ground  of  my  hope.  I'll  put  the  crown  on  his  head, 
and  caft  all  my  crpwns  down  at  his  feet,  and  cry, 
**  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  and  has  redeem- 
ed me  from  my  fins  by  his  blood  \  worthy  is  he  to  re- 
ceive 
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celve  all  honouf,  pdweti  gloty  and  dominion  for  ever 
and  ever." 

Glory  to  Aiy  dear  Savtour^  that  feeks  no  greater  re- 
turn for  all  his  labour  of  iovci  than  a  thankful  reimfm- 
brance  of  It  at  his  table.  Ob,  f hall  I  gruc^ge  to.giv^ 
fuch  a  fmall  return  to  him  that  fuiFer6d  the  pams  of 
death  and  hell  fpr  me  !  Had  he  bid  me  facriiice  my 
firft-born,  give  all  I  have  to  the  poor,  or  go  in  pilgri- 
mage to  the  Holy  Laxld  to  vifit  his  fepulchre»  or  go  to 
the  top  of  mount  Calvary  where  the  crofa  ftood,  as  a 
token  of  thankfulnefs  for  his  love,  could  I  have  refufed 
it !  But  he  puts  me  to  no  fuch  hard  talk.  Lord,  thou 
bids  me  not  go  to  a  bloody  fcaiSbld  to  remember  the^ 
but  tp  a  well-covered  table  to  db  it.  Thoubrds  i^e not 
go  there  to  bleed  or  burn  for  thee,  but  to  eat  and  drink  % 
not  the  bread  of  afflidiion^  Or  Water  of  adverfity»  but 
bread  that  ftrengthens  the  heart»  and  wine  that  cheers 
the  drooping  fpirit,  bread  imd  wine  which  thou  haft 
fanflified  and  Uefled  for  me.  Surely,  O  dear  Saviour, 
I  owe  my  life  to  thee^  nay,  a  thoufand  lives,  if  I  had 
them )  but  it  is  not  my  life^  but  tt\j  niemory  ind 
thoughts,  thou  art  calling  for  ^  it  is  not  to  die  for  thee, 
hut  to  remember  thee.  Didft  thou  drink  a  cup  of  wrath 
on  the  crofs  for  me,  and  will  not  I  drink  a  cup  tt  ble(> 
(ing  at  the  table  for  thee,  nay  for  myfelf,  and  for  my 
eternal  falvation  ! 

Let  me  go  then  to  this  holy  table,  with  faith,  loire, 
md  thankfulnefs,  to  remember  Chrift  tnd  his  dying 
love,  as  he  commands  me.  And  while  I  remember 
him,  let  me  alfo  receive  aild  embrace  him,  as  my  bleed- 
ing High  Prieft,  in  the  arms  of  it)y  faith^  and  at  the 
fame  time  throw  my  guilty  foul  into  his  wounded  arms, 
for  faring  me  from  wrath*  Let  me  go  and  remember 
the  woundings  and  piercings  of  my  Redeemer,  with  a 
pierced  and  wounded  heart  for  thefe  curfed  fins  which 
nailed  and  killed  the  Prince  of  Life.  Let  me  hence* 
forth  be  the  death  of  (in,  which  was  the  death  of  my 
dear  SaviPur.  O,  fliall  I  fuffer  fin  to  live  any  longer 
in  me,  that  would  not  fuffer  my  Redeemer  to  live  in 
the  world! 

N  n  ^  Bi^t 
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But  let  mc  confider  my  High  Prieft  befoTc-hand,  and 
Irhat  of  his  fufferings  I  fhould  remember  at  his  taUe. 
I'll  remember  how  the  glorious  Heir  of  all  things  de- 
nuded himfelf  of  his  riches  and  glory,  how  he  left  his 
throne  of  majefty  to  lodge  in  a  virgin's  womb ;  yea,  to 
be  born  among  beafts,  and  cradled  in  a  manger,  for 
fuch  a  worm  as  me;  I'll  remember  how  he  was  at- 
tacked by  the  devil,  contradicted  by  finners,  and  re- 
Eroached  by  the  world  for  my  fake.  Til  remember 
ow  forrowful  his  foul  was  in  the  garden,  when  the 
bitter  cup  was  put  in  his  hand  ;  and  tiow-  he  Cwate^ 
bow  he  prayed,  how  he  fell  to  the  ground,  till  he  was 
quite  overwhelmed  with  wrath,  and  covered  with  bis 
own  blood  for  my  fake  !  Til  remember  how  he  was 
fold  for  a  fmall  price,  and  bafely  betrayed  by  Judas  ; 
how  he  was  taken  by  the  foldiers,  tied  as  a  malcfa&or 
with  cords,  denied  by  Peter,  forfaken  by  ail  his  difci- 
pies,  and  left  alone  among  his  cruel  infulting  enemies* 
1*11  remember  how  he  was  blindfolded,  mocked,  &it 
upon,  buffeted  and  afiVonted  by  ruffians  a  whole  night, 
mnd  patiently  fuffered  all  for  my  fake  !  Til  remember 
how  his  lovely  countenance  was  disfigured  with  blows, 
and  the  plucking  the  hair  off  his  cheeks ;  and  how  the 
fweeteft  face  ever  the  fun  faw,  was  all  befmcared  \vith 
blood  and  fitting  for  my  fake*  FU  remember  how  he 
that  clothes  the  lillies  of  the  field, '  was  himfelf  ftript 
naked,  bound  to  a  pillar  and  cruelly  fcou)rged,'till  the 
pavement  of  Pilate's  ]udgment*hall  was  all  bedewed 
with  his  precious  blood.  I'll  remembet  how  the  crown 
of  thorns  was  platted  with  the  (harp  points  turned  in- 
ward, put  upon  his  head,^  and  driven  into  his  temples 
with  a  reed,  till  they  pierced  his  &ull  in  many  places, 
and  a  new  (hower  of  blood  run  down  his  blefled  neck. 
FU  remember  how  the  heavy  crofs-tree  was  laid  upon 
his  fcourged  and  bleeding  (boulders,  and  he  made  to 
carry  it  through  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  forth  of  the 
gates,  and  up  mount  Calvary,  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, until  his  ftrength  was  fpent,  and  he  foundered 
under  the  burden.-r^ll  remember  how  the  crofs  tree 
was  laid  down,  and  my  Saviour  ftript  naked  and  ftretch- 
ed  oyt  upon  it  as  a  rack }  and  bow  he  was  faftened  to 
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it  with  four  big  iron  nails'  through  his  hands  and  feet« 
and  the  oxok  lifted  up  and  let  fall  into  a  deep  hole  dig- 
ged for  the  foot  of  it»  to  the  violent  rending  and  widen« 
ing  of  his  facred  wounds  by  which  he  hang,  until  his 
blood  ftreamed  forth  at  them,  and  he  expired  amidft 
the  mo(b  exqutfite  tortures. 

I'll  remember  alfo  the  fufferings  of  Ms  foul  at  that 
time,  when  the  Lord  ran  upon  him  as  a  giant,  and 
made  his  foul  the  butt  of  his  envenomed  arrows,  the 
poifon  whereof  drank  up  fais  fpirits,  until  his  ftrength 
was  dried  up  like  a  potsherd.*>^ril  remember  bow  his 
foul  was  •troubled  and  non-plufl*ed  at  the  diftant  prof- 
pe£k  of  this  cup  }  and  how  fore  amazed  he  was  foon 
after,  when  it  was  put  into  his  hand. — -1*11  renumber 
how  the  tafting  of  it  caft  him  into  a  bloody  fweat  arid 
agony,  which  dyed  his  garments  red,  and  bedewed  the 
ground  wh^re  he  lay.^^ril  remember  bow  he  was  brok- 
en with  breach  upon  breach,  till  all  the  fea-biUows  of 
divine  vengeance  went  over  him,^  and  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah  was  made  to  roar  under  the  ftrokes  and 
bruifes  of  the  flaming  fword,  Ffah  xxii.  x.— Fll  rCf- 
member  the  dreadful  hidings  of  God's  face  he  lay  un« 
der,  until  he  was  made  to  cry,  <<  My  God,  rhy  God, 
why  haft  thou  foifaken  me  ?'' — 1*11  remember  the  in* 
exors^lenefs  of  divine  juftice,  that  would  not  (pare  hina 
one  ftripe,  bate  hini  one  farthing  of  the  debt,  nor  one 
drop  of  the  cup;  fo  that  he  drank  till  he* cried,  **  It  is 
0ni(hed,"  and  gave  up  the  ghpft.  Glory  to  him  for 
hi6  love  iji  finiibing  the  work. 
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MEDITATION    XL 

From  Phil.  i.  23.    For  I  am  in  a  fir  ait  betwixt  two^-^ 

AS  the  apoftle  was  in  a  ftrait  whether  to  chufe  to 
dte  or  live^  fo  I  am  in  a  (Irait  Mrhether  to  go  to  the 
Lord*6  table,  or  to  ftay  back.  Now,  thou  called  me. 
Lord,  to  celebrate  the  memorials  of  thy  death,  yea,  to 
fcaft  with  thee  at  thy  holy  table,  arid  1  know  not  what 
to  chufe  ;  I  am  in  a  ftrait  betwixt  two.  My  heart  is  fo 
unholy,  and  my  unworthinefs  fo  great,  I  tremble  to  go 
forward  to  feaft  with  a  God  fo  holy,  and  whofe  purity 
is  infinite  i  and  yet  my  wants  are  fo  many,  "and  my  ne- 
ceffities  fo  great,  that  my  cafe  is  hopelefs  if  I  ftay  back  F 
Lord,  I  can  go  to  none  elfe  in  all  the  world,  to  fupply 
my  needs,  but  to  thyfelf  alone.  But  oh,  when  I  think 
of  going  forward,  my  guilt  ftops  iny  mouth,  and  filte 
itie  with  bluihing*  Lord,  if  the  holy  angels,  thofe  putt 
snd  unfpotted  feraphims,  who  burn  in  zeal  for  thy  fer- 
vkc,  muft  even  cover  their  faces  before  thee ;  how  (hall 
I  venture  into  thy  prefence,  I  whofe  zeal  is  fo  languifti^ 
ing,  whofe  love  is  fo  cold,  whofe  mind  is  fo  earthly, 
and  prayers  fo  dull  ^  Shall  I  approach  fo  near  a  holy 
God  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  But  what  then  (hall  i  do  !  Shall  I 
join  with  thofe  worldlings  who  were  bidden  to  the  feaft 
of  the  great  King,  refufc,  and  make  my  excufe  ?  Then 
I  fear  the  King  will  be  angry,  declare  me  unworthy  to 
tafte  of  his  fupper,  yea,  fwear  in  his  wrath  that  I  (hall 
never  enter  into  his  reft- 

Lord,  I  abhor  myfelf  for  my  unworthinefs  and  vile* 
nefs,  my  guilt  and  pollution  ;  but  where  fliall  I  go  to 
get  help  and  remedy  for  it,  but  unto  thee  alone  ?  Haft 
thou  not  bidden  n^e  come,  though  my  (ins  be  red  as 
crimfon  ?  Have  not  many  fuch  come  to  thee,  and 
found  relief  and  help  ?  Surely,  O  Lord,  thy  goodnefs 
is  greater  than  my  finfulnefs,  and  thy  mercy  furpafteth 
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aiy  mifery ;  for  though  my  Gns  react  even  to  thedouds, 
yet  thy  mercy  is  above  the  heavens.  O  merciful  Father, 
extend  thy  free,  boundlefs  mercy  to  a  miferable,  help- 
lefs  finner  :  Surely  mifery  is  the  proper  objed  of  meicy. 
Holy  God,  if  thou  help  me  not  for  the  Uke  of  my  mi- 
(eries  which  I  have  defervcd,  yet  help  me  for  the  fake 
of  thy  mercies  which  thou  haft  promifcd  in  Chrift  thy 
dear  Son.  Wherefore  I  plead  for  Chrift's  fake,  that 
thou  wilt  hear  the  cry  of  my  miftries,  and  not  the  cry 
of  my  fins.  O  doth  not  his  precious  blood  cry  louder 
lor  pardon,  than  my  fins  for  punt(hment  ?  Lord,  hear 
the  cry  of  that  blood,  and  let  it  not  be  as  water  fplk 
upon  die  ground.  For  the  fake  of  that  prevalent  blood, 
pity,  pardon,  and  accept  a  poor  unworthy  creature^  that 
defires  to  obey  thy  call,  and  prepare  his  heart  to  fcek 
theei  though  he  be  not  cleanfed  according  to  the  puri« 
ficatioa  of  the  fan£lury; 

O  Lord,  though  I  may  be  afhamed  to  come  to  thee, 
my  needs  are  fo  preffing  and  pinching,  that  I  cannot 
ftay  away.  **  To  whom  (hall  I  go  but  unto  thee,  lor 
tbou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life  f "  The  whole  crca« 
tion  cannot  fupply  my  wants.  Thou  only  art  my  Sun, 
from  whofe  beams  I  muft  receive  faving  light :  Thou 
art  my  Head,  from  whom  I  muft  get  fpirituallife  :  Thou 
art  my  Root,  from  which  I  muft  derive  fap  and  growth: 
Thou  art  the  Fountain  from  which  I  mvA  draw  living 
water :  Thou  art  the  Trcafurer  from  which  I  muft  olv 
tain  the  rkhes  of  grace.  So  that  without  thee  I  am 
BOtbing,  1  have  nothing,  I  can  do  nothing.— -^To  thee 
ihtn  I  muft  go  for  all  my  fupplies,  and  out  of  thy  ful- 
nefs  receive  grace  for  grace.— —Lord,  thou  haft  enough 
to  fupply  many  worlds  of  needy  fouls ;  for  the  fun  is 
not  fo  full  of  light,  nor  the  fea  fo  full  of  water,  as  thou 
art  full  of  grace  and  oiercy  to  needy  creatures :  and  as 
thou  art  full,  fo,  1  am  afiured,  thou  art  free,^  and  will- 
ing to  communicate  thy  fulnef8.-*-In  fpke  then  of  all 
objedions  and  difficulties,  forward  to  thee  I  will  go, 
and  caft  myfelf  down  at  thy  feet;  If  I  perijb^  I  perifh. 
Oh  r  did  ever  any  perifti  at  mercy's  door  ? 

Lor4, 1  have  heard  of  thy  mercy  to  the  very  chief  of 
fihn^rs,  and  catmot  this  mercy  reach  the  like  of  me  P 

Surely 
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Surely  the  Tiler  finner  I  am,  thou  haft  the  fairer,  oppor^ 
tunity  to  (hew  the  richer  of  thy  mercyy  the  freenefs  of 
,  thy  love,  and  the  efficacy  of  thy  blood ;  and  if  I  be  al- 
lowed to  (hare  thereini  the  fweeter  and  loader  will  the . 
eternal  hallelujahs  be,  that  will  be  fung  to  the  Lamb 
of  God  on  my  account.  O  that  he  would  glorify  hia 
mercy,  his  love  and  blood,  in  my  relief.  O  where  (hall 
a  poor  heavy  laden  finner  go,  but  to  him  than  can  free 
him  of  his  burden  ?  Where  fliall  1  go  with  a  multitude 
of  fins  and  mifertes,  but  to  thee  who  haft  a  multitude 
of  tender  mercies  ?  Where  (hall  I  go  with  my  deep  and 
heinous  guilt,  but  to  thee  who  haft  a  deep  fountain  to 
va(b  it  away  ?  Behold  one  depth  called  to  another,  the 
depth  of  my  mifery  to  the  depth  of  thy  mercy  ?  My 
wound  is  great,  but  thy  balm  is  excellent !  My  fore  is 
broad,  but  thy  plaifter  is  anfwerable !  ^^  O  Lord,  be 
merciful  to  me,  heal  my  foul,  for  I  have  finned  againft 
thee/* 

Lord,  is  not  the  gofpel-feaft  I  am  invited  to,  a  feaft 
of  charity,  to  which  thou  calleft  not  the  rich,  but  the 
poor,  maimed,  halt,  and  blind,  who  cannot  make  any 
return  for  thy  bounty  ?  And  may  not  fuch  a  miferaUe 
objed  as  I  am,  take  encouragement  from  fuch  a  free 
extenfive  invitation?  Luke  xiv.  21  •—-My  Weft  Re- 
deemer, while  he  was  on  earth,  did  not  difdain  to  eat 
with  publicans  and  finners,  nor  to  dine  with  Simon  a 
leper.  And  though  he  is  now  exalted  in  the  higheft 
heavens,  yet  he  ftill  retains  the  bowels  of  a  inan,  and 
all  the  pity  and  charity  to  periihing  finners  he  hadt 
while  here  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation.  Wherefore^ 
fenfible  of  my  unworthinefs,  loathing  myfelf  for  my 
vilenefs,  and  trufting  to  my  Saviour's  compaflTion  to 
the  miferable»  I  defire  to  go  forward  to  his  holy  table  : 
O  that  he  would  dirc£l  and  ftrengthen  me  to  go  about 
fuch  a  weighty  work  !  Let  not  that  ordinance,  which 
God  hath  inftituted  for  a  bleflfmjify  be  made  a  curfe  to 
me,  through  my  unworthy  partaking.  Lord,  rebuke  all 
unfeafonable  thoughts  and  wanderings  that  would  mar 
the  duty  ;  excite  and  actuate  in  me  every  proper  grace,, 
and  enable  me  to  manage  fo,  that  I  may  not  di(honour, 
but  glorify  thee  \  I  may  not  increafe  my  guilty  but  aug- 
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ment  my  grace :  I  may  net  bring  more  hardnefs,  biit 
foftnefd  into  my  heart.  Lord,  dcfccnd  thou  into  my 
heart,  by  the  mfluences  of  thy  Spirit^  that  I  may  afccnd 
unto  thee  by  the  aClings  of  grace  i  and  when  the  King 
(its  at  his  table,  let  my  fpikenard  fend  forth  the  f.nell 
thereof.  Lord,  I  look  to  thee  for  ftrength,  condu6b^ 
and  through- bearing,  in  every  ftrait.  I  trull  not  in  my 
preparation,  but  in  thy  free  mercy  for  acceptance^  I 
truft  not  in  my  faith,  but  in  thy  faithfulnefs,  who  haft 
promifed  to  give  power  to  the  faint ;  I  truft  not  in  my 
repentance,' but  in  thy  free  pardoiiirig  mercy  \  I  truft  not 
in  my  doings,  but  in  Chrift's  doings.  O  take  away  my 
filthy  garments,  and  clothe  me  with  the  be  ft  robe, — ' 
"  The  Lord,  our  Righteou^ness.-^^  will  go 
in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God  *,  I  will  make  mention 
of  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only.^^Awake,  O 
north  wind,  and  tome  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  gar- 
den, that  the  fpices  may  flow  out.-^If  thy  prefence  go 
not  with  me,  carry  rne  not  up  hence. 

The  Lord  made  a  breach  on  the  Ifraelite?^  fot  not 
feeking  him  after  the  due  order,  i  Chron.  xv.  13.  Hd 
fmote  50,000  of  the  Bethfhemites  for  an  irreverent  look 
into  the  ark,  which  typified  Chtift,,  and  what  caufe  have 
I  then  to  fear  a  ftroke,  ftiould  I  raihly  touch  the  fym- 
bols  of  his  body  and  blood  !  Seeing  this  ordinance  is 
intended  for  doing  honotir  to  the  King  of  Zion,  O  fave 
me  from  doing  indignity'to  him,  by  betraying  him. with 
a  kifsi  or  by  throwing  his  pidure,  or  great  feal,  into  a 
puddle.  May  I-fo  feparatc  for  this  feaft,  that  the  blef- 
fcd  Mafter  of  it  may  fee  I  am  watchful  of  his  eye,  ten- 
der of  his  honour,  and  fearful  of  his  anger.  Lord,  a*, 
wake  my  heart,  ftir  up  my  graces,  and  prepare  me  foi" 
a  meeting  with  my  Saviour,  and  let  not  my  foul,  whofd 
only  hope  is  to  be  faved  Ly  Chrift's  blood,  be  fent  away 
from  his  table  with  the  guiit,  mftead  of  the  benefit,  of 
that  blood  upon  it. 

Vol.  III.  O  o  MEDITATIOJJ^ 
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MEDITATION    XH. 

From    Pliilip.  iv.  lo.     But  my  God  Jhali  fuppty  aNyour 
fieed^  according  to  his  riches  in  giory^  by  Chriji  Jefus* 

HEAVENLY  Father,  out  of  thy  xich  bounty  thou 
waft  plcaied  once  to  lay  up  a  great  ftock  for  me  in  my 
progenitors  h?nds,  but  they  very  foon  fquandered  it  all 
away,  fo  that  I  am  beccme  extremely  poor  and  needy^ 
Oh  !  what  can  I  do  in  this  indigent  condition^  but  come 
back  to  thee  for  pity  and  new  fupplics  ?  For  ever  blef-. 
fed  be  thy  name,  for  the  reviving  news  thou  haft  pub- 
liflied  in  the  gofpel ;  that  thou  haft  now  laid  up  a  sew 
ftock  for  bankrupt  finners  in  the  hands  of  a  Surety  that 
cannot  fail,  and  haft  ere£led  a  throne  of  grace  for.fuch 
as  I  am  to  come  to  in  time  of  need,  where  Chrift  Jefus 
my^  Surety  {its,  as  commiflioned  by  thee,  with  •glorious 
riches  to  (up ply  my  wants.  Many  are  the  needs  which 
thou  thinks  fit  to  leave  upon  me,  that  I  might  have 
the  more  errands  unto  his  throne,  and  that  thou 
mayfl  the  oftner  hear  my  voice.  O  pour  out  upon 
me  a  fpirit  of  grace  atid  fupplication,  and  caufe  me  de- 
light in  approaching  to  thee,  and  pouring  out  n>y  wants 
before  thee. 

Behold^  Lord,  a  needy  creature,  an.  objefl  of  pity, 
approaching  to  a  liberal  Saviour,  whofe  fulnefs  is  in- 
finite \  O  how  fuit^ble  is  it  to  my  wants,  which  are 
great  and  innumerable  !  I  am  ftarving  and  have  no 
bread  ;  1  am  naked  and  have  no  cloathing  ;  I  am 
wounded  and  have  no  cure  ;  I  am  in  debt  and  have  no 
money  \  1  am  polluted  and  have  no  fountain  \  I  am 
burdened  and  have  no*  reft;  1  have  deftrcyed  myfelf 
and  can  find  no  help  in' myfelf.  But  yet  there  is  help 
for  me  elfewhert; ;  1  have  heard  of  the  mercy  of  the 
King  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  remedy  he  hath  provided  for 
thofe  who  are  htlplcfs,  loft  and  miferable.  Where- 
fore, though  I  be  poor  1  will  not  defpair,  for  tliou  art 
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the  Lord'of  the  whole  world-,  and  haft  opened  thy  trr a- 
fures  to  the  needy  :  Though  I  be  polluted,  I  will  not 
defpond,  for  thou  haft  the  fountain  of  fa  vation  :  Tho' 
I  be  naked,  I  will  not  with  Adam  run  from  thee,  and 
hide  myfelf ;  nay,  I  will  run  to  thee  to  cover  me  with 
the  wool  and  fleece  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  even  the  fpot- 
lefs  righteoufnefe  and  innocence  of  my  Saviour  :  Tho* 
I  be  hungry  and  ftarving,  I  will  take  encour'tgement 
from  the  glad  tidings  thou  haft  proclaimed  in  the  gof- 
pel  of  a  rich  feaft  for  the  poor  and  r  cciy.  Lord,  I 
come  to  thee  as  the  hungry  to  be  fed,  as  the  naked  to 
be  cloathed,  as  the  wounded  to  be  healedi  as  the  cold 
ftarving  creature  to  the  fire,  as  the  unclean  to  be  waih- 
ed  in  the  Fountain  that  is  opened  not  to  the  houfe  of 
David  only,  but  even  to  the  pooreft  inhabitant  in  Je- 
rufalem.  Glory  to  God»  that  it  is  fo  free  and  open  to 
the  poor  and  needy. 

Lord,  I  oome  not  to  thy  table,  becaufe  I  am  worthy  ; 
but  becaufe  thou  art^ich  in  mercy,  and  doft  promife 
that  \*  the  needy  (hall  not  be  forgotten,  and  the  ex- 
pe£l:ation  of  the  poor  ftiall  not  perifti.  And  that  when 
the  poor  and  needv  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and 
their  tongue  faileth  for  thirft,  thou  the  Lord  wilt  hear 
them,  and  open  rivers  ia  the  wildcrncfs,  and  fountains 
in  midft  of  tne  vallies.",  O  come,  do  as  thou  haft  faid, 
pity  a  poor,  needy  pcriftiing  creature,  and  611  my  nar* 
row  vcffel  out  of  the  ocean  of  thy  mercy,  where  it  will 
not  be  roifled.  Come  to  the  feaft  of  thine  own  ap- 
pointment, and  difplay  thy  fulncfs.  and  liberality.  Caft 
open  tKe  doors  of  thy  treafures,  and  allow  me  acgefs 
to  Cbiift's  unfearchable  riches.  Thy  word,  Lord,  doth 
aflure  me,  that  in  all  ages  thou  haft  bellowed  thefe 
riches  upon  the  poor  and  needy,  withe ut  mpney,  and 
without  price*  And  this  doth  warrant  me  to  plead 
with  thee  to  come  to  thy  houfe,  where  nuny  needy 
beggars  are  gathered,  and  fcatter  thy  bounty  among 
them,  and  admit  me  to  gather  with  them*  O  let  not 
fuch  a  miferable  object  go  from  thy  door  without  an 
alms,  without  a  crumb  of  the  chiidrens  bread,  feeing 
there  is  bread  enough  in  thy  houfe,  and  to  fpare.  0 
let  none  return  athamed  from  the  Fountain  who  come 
O  0  a  expelling 
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epefting  witcr.  Thou  haft  promifed  to  pour  water 
upon  the  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground. 
Ohj  18  there  any  more  dry,  more  poor,  more  needy 
than  I  am  !  Lor(^,  make  me  as  thirfty  as  I  am  dry,  as 
humble  as  I  am  poor,  and  as  fenfible  as  I  am  needy. 
Ala^,  that  1  have  fo  little  fenfc  of  my  wants !  Oh,  deal 
not  with  me  according  to  my  fenfe  of  need,  which  is 
fmall,  but  deal  with  me  according  to  my  real  need,  and 
thy  royal  bounty,  which  is  exceeding  great- 

O  that  I  were  poor  and  needy  in  my  own  eyes,  and 
truly  fenfible  of  my  own  wants  :  that  I  am  drowned  in 
debt  to  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  owe  many  thou- 
fands,  and  have  not  one  farthing  to  pay :  That  I  am 
deftitute  of  every  thing  that  is  good,  can  do  nothing  to 
pleafe  God,  and  am  unworthy  of  the  leaft  of  his  mer- 
cies. O  that  I  were  made  willing  to  quit  all  confidence 
in  my  own  righteoufnefs,  duties,  frames,  or  attain- 
ments 5  and  well  content  to  go  entirely  out  of  myfclf 
to  Chrift,  for  righteoufnefs  to  juftify  me,  and  for  his 
Spirit  and  grace  to  renew  and  fandlify  my  nature* 

Lord,'  I  am  poor,  but  I  fee  God  has  trcafured  up 
unfearchable  riches,  and  infinite  fulnefs  in  Jefus  Chrift^ 
to  anfwer  all  my  needs :  I  am  naked,  but  I  fee  in 
Chrift  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  that  is  fufficient  to  co- 
ver me,  and  a  wholfc  eledt  world :  I  am  a  ftarving 
creature,  but  in  Chrift  there  is  the  bread  of  life,  and 
the  waters  of  life  for  my  foul :  I  am  foolifli  and  igno- 
rant, but  Chrift  hath  mfinite  wifdom  to  teach  mc 
and  guide  me :  I  am  kden  with  guilt,  but  Chrift's 
facrifice  is  fufficient  to  atone  for  it :  I  have  ftrong 
lufts  and  corruptions,  but  Chrift  hath  a  kingly  power 
to  fubdue  them  :  I  am  under  much  darknefs,  but  Chrift 
is  **  the  light  of  the  world  :"  I  am  under  fears  and  dif- 
cours^ements,  but  Chrift  is  "  the  Confolation  of  If- 
rael  :'*  I  am  wounded  and  fick,  but  Chrift,  my  Phyfi- 
cian,  hath  excellent  balm  for  me  :  I  am  under  a  burden 
of  debt,  but  Chrift,  my  Surety,  i^  rich,  and  fully  able  to 
pay  it :  1  api  in  prifon,  and  under  bonds,  but  Chrift 
opens  prifon  doors,  and  loofcs  them  that  are  bound  : 
! — I  am  fatherlefs,  by  Adam's  fall,  but  Chrift  is  the  ever- 
lafting  Father,  "  in  \i'hom  the  fatherlefs  find  mercy :" 

J  have 
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I  have  many  enemies  to  purfuc  and  accufe  me ;  as 
law,  jufticc,  fatan,  and  confcience :  but  Chrift  my  Ad- 
.  vocate  can  anfwer  them  all : — Fherefore  I  flee  to  hina 
for  refuge,  I  clofe  with  him  in  all  his  of&cesi  and  put 
ray  whole  confidence  in  him. 

It  gives  great  encouragement  to  my  poor  needy  foul, 
that  I  have  a  Saviour  fo  full  of  goodnef^  an,d  pity  to 
look  to,  a  mighty  agent  in  heaven  to  plead  my  caufc, 
and  to  prefcnt  my  bills,  petitions,  and  fupplications,  to 
the  Father.  I  put  all  my  requefts  and  concavns  in  his 
hand,  and  com n^ it  them  to  his  care  and  management ; 
he  knows  the  fitted  time  to  prefent  them,  and  to  fend 
me  an  anfwer.  In  the  facrament  I  fwear  allegiance  to 
thee,  as  my  Sovereign  Lord  and  King,  over  thy  broken 
body  ind  (hcd  blood  ;  I  engage  to  be  a  true  and  faith« 
ful  foldicr  in  thy  army,  and  to  take  the  field  againft 
thy  enemies.  Many  pieces  of  furniture  do  I  need  for 
this  warfare;  I  need  the  girdle  of  fincerity,  the  (hield 
of  faith,  the  helmet  of  hope,  the  fword  of  the  Spirit, 
the  bread- plate  of  righteoufnefs,  and  to  have  my  feet 
(hod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace.  But 
glory  tb  thy  tjame,  my  Redeemer  and  Captain  of  faU 
vation  hath  provided  a  noble  armoury  and  ftorehoufe 
to  anfwer  ^11  thefe  my  neceflSties  and  wants.  Lord, 
fupply  all  my  needs  out  of  thy  infinite  fulnefs,'  and 
furniih  me  with  every  thing  requifite  and  neceflary  for 
the  work  and  warfare  thou  called  me  unto.  Oh,  my 
eneniies  are  lively,  and  they  are  ftrong  :  But  I  look  to 
my  glorious  Captain,  to  gird  me  with  drengch  for  the 
battle,  and  to  teach  my  hands  to  war. 
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Xrom  Ephef.  iii.  19.     ^nd  to  know  the  love  of  CHRist, 
which  pajfeth  knowledge, 

WHERE  fliall  I  begin  my  thoui^hts  upon  the  fub- 
jcft  of  the  love  of  Chrifl  to  men  ?  And  when  begun, 
tow  fliall  1  make  an  end  ?  It  hath  a  breadth  and  length, 
a  depth  and  helghth,  that  paiTtrth  knowledge.  If  the 
apoftle  Paul,  that  had  the  brighteft  difcoveries  of  this 
love,  owned  this,  much  more  may  I.  I  may  fqoncr 
find  out  the  height  of  heaven,,  the  breadth  of  the  earth, 
or  the  depth  of  the  fca,  than  meafure  Ch rift's  love.  It 
is  an  unfathomable  ocean  that  hath  neither  bank  nor 
bottom.  O  whither  did  hi^  love  c^.rry  him  !  From  the 
leight  of  glory  to  the  depth  of  mifery.  How  low  and 
deep  was  our  fall,  that  nothing  could  recover  snd  raifc 
vs  up,  but  the  low  abafement  of  the  Son  of  God,  the 
King  of  glory  !  How  low  was  the  ftep  he  made  to  help 
us  up-;  even  to  put  on  our  nature,  and  fuffer  himfelf 
to  be  pierced  for  our  tranfgreffions,  and  bruifed  for 
our  iniquities  !  BleiTed  Lord,  thou  tookeft  not  on  thee 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;  thefe 
arc  faft  bound  up  from  thee  with  chains  of  darkncfs, 
vhilft  thou  draweft  us  to  thee  with  cords  of  love  !  How 
diftinguifhing  was  thy  love  to  man,  that  brought  thee 
from  heaven  to  earth,  from  the  throne  to  the  manger, 
from  the  manger  to  the  wildernefs,  from  the  wildernefs 
to  the  garden,  from  the  garden  to  the  judgment-hall, 
from  the  judgment- hall  to  the  crofs,  from  the  crofs  to 
the  grave ;  yea,  from  the  glory  of  heaven,  to  the  very 
torments  of  hell,  and  all  tor  creatures  that  were  black 
and  ugly  as  hell !  How  wonderful  is  the  fight  thou 
calleft  me  to  fee  at  the  Lord's  table  !  even  to  fee  him 
fufFering  for  fin,  that  never  committecj  fin  !  To  fee 
•*  him  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  wc,*'  who 

knew 
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knes«r  no  riglitcoufnefs,  **  might  be  made  the  rightcouf- 
nefs  of  God  in  him  !"  An  amazing  fight  indeed  ! 

.  **  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  l" 
O  Mvhat  is  he,  that  thou  (liouldft  magnify  and  fet  thy 
heart  on  him  !  And  what  am  I,  the  worft  of  men,  and 
vilcft  of  (inners,  that  thou  (houldft  (loop  fo  low  to  exalt 
mc  !  That  thou  {hould  endure  the  poyerty  of  this  world, 
that  I  might  enjoy  the  riches  of  heaven  !  Be  content  to 
live  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  that  I  might  have  the  a- 
doption  of  fo^s  \  Be  willing  to  bow  thyleif  unto  death, 
to  raifc  me  to  eternal  life!  Content  to  be  nu.nbercd 
a«oong  tranfgreflbrs,  that  1  might  have  a  room  among 
the  bltffed  !  To  be  crowned  with  thorns,  that  I  might 
be  crowned  with  glory  I  To  be  condemned  before  men, 
that  I  might  be  .juftified  before  God  !  To  drink  the 
bitter  cup  of  wrath,  that  I  might  drink  the  pure  river 
of  life  !  To  cry  out  in  forrow  upon  the  crofs,  that  C 
might  triumpli  with  joy  upon  the  throne  !  To  (land  be- 
fore the  mouth  of  hell  furnace,  to  keep  its  flames  from 
breaking  out  on  me  !  O  Lord  Jefus,  thy  bvc  hath  over- 
flown all  banks,  and  thy  compaffion  knew  no  bounds! 
Can  i  think  on  it,  and  my  heart  not  burn  ?  Can  I  fpeak 
of  it,  and  not  be  overcome,  fo  as  to  feek,  with  Jofeph, 
a  fecrct  place  to  weep  in  ! 

O  love  that  paflcth  knowledge  ?  How  fliall  1  think 
of  it,  and  not  ftand  amazed  !  That  the  Ge(ieral  (hbuld 
»die  for  the  foldier,  the  Phyfician  for  the  patient  ?  That 
the  righteous  Judge  of  heaven  (liould  come  to  the  bar, 
put  bimfelf  in  the  malefa6lor*s  clothes,  and  be  con- 
demned for  him  }  Thit  the  blclLd  Son  of  God  (liould 
interpofe  his  innocent  bread  to  receive  the  mortal  ftrokc 
for  us!  That  God  all-fufiicient  fliould  be  expofed 
to  hunger  and  thirft,  to  grief  and  wearinefs,  and  the 
vileft  reproaches  and  indignities,  for  worms  like  us ! 
Beholdt  the  Creator  of  the  world  wounded,  mangled, 
and  killed,  by  ungrateful  creatures  whom  he  came  to 
favfe  !  Behold  his  bowels  yearning  towards  them  who 
raked  in  them  with  their  blood)  hands  !  Behold  his 
heart  burtiilig  with  aflFe£^ion  toward  them  that  cruelly 
pierced  it !  hurely  a  believing  view  of  this  love  of  Clrriit 
i&  fufficient  to  mollify  a  heart  more  cold  and  frozen  than 

ice 
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icc  itfclf  \  O  love  unfathomable  !  Who  can  mcafurc 
its  dimenfions  !  It  hath  a  height  without  a,top,  a  depth 
Without  a  bottom,  breadth  without  a  fide,  a  length 
without  end  !  Ailonifhing  love  !  that  my  exalted  Lord 
fliould  ftoop  fo  low  as  to  become  a  man  5  nay,  a  poor 
man,  a  man  of  forrows,  a  deferted  man,  a  dying  man, 
and  alfo  a  dead  man,  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  me  !  .  Nay, 
more,  that  he  (hould  ftoop  to  be  made  a  curfe,  and  un- 
derly  a  dreadful  load  of  wrath  upon  his  innocent  foul, 
infinitely  more  heavy  than  what  is  laid  upon  any  damn« 
ed  foul  in  hell ! 

O  what  a  fea  of  wrath  did  my  loving  Jefus  fwim 
through,  to  fave  me  from  periihing  !  Behold  how  that 
raging  fea  wrought  and  was  tempeftuous,  roared  inoft 
terribly,  and  threatened  to  fwallow  me  up  with  the 
reft  of  the  ele£t  world  j  till  once  my  Redeemer  ftepped 
in,  and  undertook  to  be  the  Sacrifice  for  calming  the 
fea  !  Take  me  up,  (faid  he,  like  Jonah)  and  throw  me 
into  the  fe.i,  and  ye  (liall  be  all  fafe*  In  this  red- fea 
our  blefled  Jonah  was  content  to  fwim  for  thirty- three 
years,  without  fceking  deliverance,  till  once  the  fea  was 
pcrfcftly  calm,  and^every  eleft  foul  out  of  danger.  Mar- 
vellous loving-kindnefs  !  O  that  I  could,  with  a  fuita« 
ble  frame  of  heart,  both  remember  and  admire  redeemr 
ing  love  arid  redeeming  blood,  when  I  go  to  fit  down 
at  my  Redeemer's  table.  O  that  1  may  there  get  faith's 
fight  of  the  various  inftances  of  his  love,  "  that  paffeth 
knowledge."  Let  me  there  view  Chiift  in  the  womb, 
and  in  the  manger^  in  his  weary  fteps  and  hungry, 
bowels  ;  in  his  proilrations  in  the  garden,  and  clotted 
drops  of  bloody  fweat.  Let  me  view  his'  head  with  a 
crown  of  thorns,  and  his  face  befmeared  with  the  fol- 
diers  fpitt.  Let  me  view  him  in  his  march  to  Calvary, 
and  his  elevation  upon  a  painful  crofs,  with  his  head 
bowed  down,  and  his  fide  dreaming  blood  !  O  un- 
paralleled love  !  It  had  been  wonderful  love  to  have 
fent  one  of  the  lofty  feraphims  to  fuffer  for  us;  but  to 
give  him  whom  ail  the  feraphims  ferve  and  adore,  is 
•*  love  that  paffeth  knowledge !"  Let  me  view  the  Scrip- 
ture, defignations  and  titles  cf  "  him  that  loved  us,  and 
gave  himfelf  for  us,'  that  he  might  wafh  us  in  his  blood. 

He 


tie  18  our  ^^  Immanuel,  the  Wonderful,  the  Coun* 
fettor,  the  Mghty  God,  the  Etcrlafting  Father,  the 
Prince  of  peace,  the  King  of  kings,  and  the  Lord  of  lords, 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  the  Lord  of  glory, 
the  Rofe  of  Sharon,  the  Plant  of  renown,  the  Bright- 
nefs  of  his  Father's  glory,,  the  cxprefs  Image  of  his  Per- 
fon,  the  bright  and  Moniing  Star,  the  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  the  ]L>ight  of  the  world,  the  Hesd  of  the  Church, 
the  Beginning  and  Firft-born  from  the  dead,  the  ap- 
pointed Heir  of  all  things.'*  This  is  <'  he  that  loVed 
us,  and  gave  himfelf  to  die  for  the  redemption  of  a 
crew  of  rebels,  grace»abufing  and  gofpet- flighting  fin- 
ners  !  O  what  am  I  that  thou  (houldft  fpare,  yea,  ran* 
fom  ixiA  feaft  me  in  fuch  a  manner  !  Long  ago  mightft 
thou  have  ihaken  off  the  hand  of  thy  providence  fuch 
a  viper  as  I  am  into  fire  unquenchable  \  and  there  made 
me  to  know,  to -fad  experience,  what  it  is  to  abufe  free 
grace,  by  the  lofs  of  eternal  glory.^  But,  inftead  of 
that,  thou  haft  pitied  me,  loved  me,  become  my  Surety, 
to  appeafe  jaftice  for  my  heinous  fins  by  thy  blood, 
when  no  other  facrifice  would  do.  Lord,  I  welcome 
thy  love^  feaft ;  I  lay  my  hand  on  the  head  of  the  Sacri- 
fice, and  reft  upon  it ;  "  I  believe,  Lord,  help  my  un- 
belief." O  that  I  may  henceforth  live  under  the  con- 
tinual  fenfe  of  my  infinite  obligations  to  my  glorious 
Surety,  that  could  make  **  his  foul  an  offering  for  my 
fin."  O  what  return  (hall  I  give  him  for  all  his  foul- 
travail  and  agonies  for  me  ?  O  that  1  could  fpend  my 
whole  life,  and  each  day  of  it,  in  magnifying  his  love, 
and  living  to  his  praife.  Now,  **  blefled  be  his  glo- 
rious name  for  ever  and  ever  \  let  the  whole  earth  be 
fiUed  wkh  his  glory."    Amen  and  Amen. 
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I'iom  Lul^c  :fx\i.  44.    jg^  ifing  t^  a%  qgmy^H^fWi^ 

Q  M¥  &til,  tbit  t«kt  aS9;cd8  thee  great  &Vaf 41  «| 
Uio,^bti»  ^hen  thou  go^  Ifi  vemeiDlNBr  tb]|dq^MYiqiif 

^£1^1  ]et  ^^  Qbfanr«.  the  pliip^  ^hfix^  hk  ^goc^  begaii« 

Jg;)[Qqi?pbit:>  09  |h9  eaft  fids  of  }emr^)eai»  a|  the  foot 
()i  Ibe  mojant  «i^  Qlitwi.  litftHs>  il  wa9  in  th^  valky  g| 
j[^p9)9iPJbat  that  &9d  iid  fk^i  wllh  th«  AatiQo&  in 
<3irift  t&eir  S.uretyj^  Jfoif  I  iu.  %.  Jhfi,  v<wr4.  QRthfi^wn 
fimig;^^ » iiqjU  oj'pr^ik  foK  Qlivj6j|»  99  he^«  pr«ih»bl;  Iks 
p^ce  ^berf  they  preffed  t^  oUviea  that  perw- 9^  tbe 
UK>U9t»  aod  tfaete  ii^uee^ed  the  oil  aut  ol  them,  ta 
this  place*  it  p)ei&d  the  Loxd  to  \^{t  Cj\v&%  mttx^ 
O^vf ,  that  &\  out  of  bk  &aaefe  thfi  (re^  oU  of  Us  m^T 
tit  9iid  gracs  npight  flov.  ^uQdaPtly  to  R^dy  feuku 
Keyei  ^a^  themfnch  %a  oli^e  pxeJTe^  diete  bofose^  gaco 
the  &0:  plstf^liog  <^  th^t  lopunt  L  £ilear«f  i8r%&tbej(;e  fttfih 
pxe(;iQi3ft  oil  feea  v  Je(us'  UoiPd !;  Q  ^  I  Q>ay  piK? 
^]|^  ^  the  ro9t  aad  fatneft  of  that  gaa4i  CMy«  li^h 
w<9%  pirciTed  hmy  and  of  that  oil»  wh^h  will  tm\ii^  ruy 
gi^.^e  to  g¥W>  9Ad  my  £)«$  to  fi^ ! 

A9  it.  wa&  t9  a  gardj^Q  daot  aian'«.  Aa  M»d  loiifory/  6ift 
began,  fo  it  wa$  ioi  a  garden  that  our  bkite^di  Sweety;  hftr 
gan  his  laft  expiatory  fufferings  for  fin,  which  caft  hlni 
into  a  fearful  agony.  As  the  garden  of  Eden  produced 
man's  mifery  s  fo  the  garden  of  Gethfemane  provided 
a  remedy.  O  that  when  I  walk  and  retire  myfelf  in  a 
gatde^),  I^  tHjrili^ve  grace  Iq  tbjnk  feriouflyi  %n^  vfitli 
fuitable  aj[Fe£tions,  upon  the  fins  of  men^  and  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  my  Saviour  for  them  I  and,  at  the  fame  time^ 
to  fend  up  my  ejaculations  to  God  for  an  intereft  in  his 
agony  and  atonemeuti  and  for  the  eomfortable  intima- 
tion 


ih  htl  i|^  bf  tm,  t  ina  a  ma  bStihi  ^  ''  fn^efi 

It^  f .  Vi  AM  Wbfh  t  lib  ^ifbv4  h6x  teit^  ilS  oSef 
^  Ui  Obi  ^  HKe  t6fn«fhk^6e  6f  h»  ^dAf  ?  StphdiU 
if  ifrUetf  I  ^cmfitffer  hbw  «<ifeH  toy  fcrirf  tdii«iBute«  to 
iHrd^  Hi^  Mb  it  O  tidW  ftt6hg  ift^  blftef  ¥€r6  my 
8ti#My'i  tTi^«  if  tIM  (i<f)e)  WKtifi  God  brttlfe^  m  foiff, 
jlfid  p^dHJed  ^d#tf  it  fto^d  of  h»  #Mh  up<fo  K?«  f     Hfe 

\*itbifj  kM  his  ihfbM  «  dfi^d;  fhatt  Ke  cotSM  ^ff  ri4 

f  f€tf  tmite  KM  hfe'  fdr  iiis  ftrbnj^  cf^mg  ;(iM  tie jf ^ !  Ht 
i»^  Ocm  hnm  in  fb6  mm  of  M^  S6^,'  dAtI  iinder  ^?^ 
IWctB!^  IrbA  fficft  j  aft  thrft  tfmf^  h€  i^  flttflitir,'  '<  iH  a 
BWef  »«»e  Wf  flic^'afiV  ^txt,^  teHdid,  ^He«  fKf-cc 
^mh  ff^Mrn  G6«  ili|hf^a  cm  KK  ftM,  he  ciierf  WTie- 
flWiffly;  sMfd  te  pt^y^d  ;m&ft  csffrtcRIf  iW  fntpSffii- 
ifitftrfy  for  f«ppoft  sta*  tWotfgh-btarirfj?  tihdef  tHS  t(5W- 
Wfc  ftdtftv.  a  fRa^,  ffbW  ifty  SaViour'i  ttferAM^,*  F  m^ 
terfftf,*  w%»#f  tttktei^  ftytfl-irdcfMft  aM  iiMrf*  difffefi,  td 
lAak*  */?f  ^af»*  td*  Obd  ni«f/^  ca^iteftdnd  ferVerfct,  a?ftd 
to'  |reffe^^  ^eftouf  ^tfiiifin*^;  \(^^K'  J  h^v£  ^^at  en- 
eo*^rilftflt  fd  do  froRv  fihla,  f haf  fififf  ^a^th^s  fcifreht 
irftif  eH  iti\l  fea«h  tiitift  nSadd  ^^  fdf  liMnc; 

1  obfervc  alfo,  in  this  paflagc,  that  the  agony  ot 
Clrift'**  fo^I  ifttrc'affed  fd  much,  &\^  it  prddfucttd  a 
iitt^cS  bteofl  ov^r  hia  b6dy ;  y6a',  |feat  *nopb  6*  cI6J$. 
6f  btebtf,  netfia^,'  by  hf9  vi^fent  agony,  But ff  thf&u^'  fifd 
i^j  clotfe^,  rfml  \j»artered'  tW  grdtffrf  ^hcfe  He  Fiy.  6 
^»ft#t«6'iiW'e  and  anguHh,'  paftga'attldPfoffoW^,  derfet^ions 
aftd' ftfufggliftj^ey  Auft:  feiaT  fer^Fh-aWenduf/etf  aft  tSS'titttF, 
undeif  ffi€  bWd^ii  of  G^^i  Hi^'Hthi^  hK  pet^fts' fi*^, 
VJ'hSci'  pttt  hW  foWcrf  bottJF  itid  h^orf  lii^  mtta^  Sr^st^- 
ful  ddoiWoridfl  arid  ferftieM  !  O?  ^Tiaf '  a  frtrodigious 
aftd^  prfeefeYnatuM  f V^aaf  Wtf fr  tWs- !  Ncvct'  Wats-  iSe  likA 
heardf  ^  finidfc  thie  i^Md  began !  Accotdiiifg  ta  the- 
cdftrfe  Of  i^nrey  Ghfl*$  Ift^g  ift' tH^  dpStf  aSr/  iA'i 
cdd  ni^it,'  updh^  tljecold  growrid;  \jritfi  tfhii  greattefi 
pi  m  <x>im«iftfti6W;  ftould  hav^  «?a\»A  atf  hft  Hdoid.^ 
^      ?  P  ^,  in  Waftd^ 
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inward  from  the  external  parts  of  his  body ;  but  Chrift's 
fweating  and  bleeding  waft  ^altogether  preternatural* 
He  fwate  without  external  heat,  he  bled  without  exter- 
nal wound.  The  fire  of  divine  wrath^  now  kindled  in 
his  foul,  was  fo  very  hot  and  raging,  that  it  made  the 
blood  about  his  heart  to  boil,  and  burft  throi^h  both 
fleih  and  garments.  He  had  received,  at  this  time»  no 
wound  nor  external  violence  from  any  hand ;  no  Judasi 
no  foldier,  no  torme];ktor,  had  yet  attacked  him ;  no 
fpear,  no  nail,  no  thorn  or  fcourge,  had  yet  touched  his 
facred  body,  and  yet  he  bleeds  mod  plentifully  i  O 
but  the  fword  of  juftice  had  reached  him,  and  ihade  a 
deep  wound  and  wide  gaflb  in  his  foul ;  at  which  breach 
a  fea  of  wrath  brake  in  with  fuch  violence,  that  it  over- 
whelmed him ;  made  him  fall  firft  on  his,  knees,  and 
^en  flat  on  the  ground,  where  he  lay  agonizing  and 
crying,  till  all  the  waves  and  billows  of  divine  ven- 
geance went  over  him.  Oh !  what  a  dreadful  preflure 
was  my  Saviour's  foul  under  at  this  time  i  What 
fqueezing  anguiih  had  he  about  his  heart,  that  made  his 
body  to^  druggie  and  fweat  in  fuch  a  manner,  fo  that 
every  pore  of  his  body  became  a  bleeding  wound !  O 
how  awfully  ihould  I  be  affeded  with  this  tragical 
£ght !  How  thankfully  fhould  I  remember  my  Re- 
deemer's love,  when  he  calls  me  to  do  it  at  his  holy  ta- 
bic I     . 

In  my  Saviour's  agony  t  may  fee,  as  in  a  glafs,  the 
malignant  evil  and  curfed  nature  of  fin,  that  no  lefs 
could  atone  for  it  than  the  foul-travail  and  agony  of 
the  dear  Son  -of  God !  Can  1  ever  make  light  of  fin, 
when  I  view  the  great  drops  of  blood  ftanding  above 
his  garments,  while  he  lay  groyelling  on  the  earth  in  the 
anguifli  of  his  foul !  Shall  I  not  henceforth  abhor  fin, 
and  ftand  in  awe  of  offending  a  juft  and  holy  God,  fee- 
ing it  is. fuch  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  his  hands:  <<  If 
fuch  things  were  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  (hall  be 
done  in  the  dry  ?"  Was  the  cup  of  wrath  fo  terrible  to 
the  innocent  human  nature  of  Chrift,  when  prefented 
to  him,  that  hcfiirinked  and  cried  out  ?  O  what  will 
it  be  to  guilty  finners  I  Here  I  may  fee  how  codly  the 
redemption  of  fouls  is ;  exe  this  Qpuld  be  compal&d, 
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'God  mull  become  man,  Eternity  mud  fuffer  death,  the 
Jiord  of  anj^els  muft  weep  in  a  cradle,  the  Creator  of 
the  world  muil  hang  like  a  flave  !  He  mufl:  lie  in  a 
manger  at  Bethlehem,  cry  in  an  agony  at  Gethfemanet 
die  on  a  croTs  at  Calvary  !  Unfpotted  Righteoufnefs 
mufl  be  made  fin,  and  unblemiihed  Bieflednefs  muft  be 
made  a  curfe  !  O  did  Chrift  yalue  fouls  at  fo  high  a 
rate  !  and  (hall  men  be  fo  fooliih  as  throw  them  away 
for  a  thing  of  nought  ?  ' 

>  Here  I  may  fee  the  great  difficulty  of  making  peace 
with  God,  when  once  his  law  is  broken  ;  no  lefs  could 
do  it  than. the  blood  and  foul* agony  of  the  Son  of  God  ; 
even  an  infinite  Ranfom  muft  be  paid^  ere  God  would 
be  reconciled  to  man.  O  how  much  am  I  beholden  to 
Chrift  that  undertook  the  reconciliation,  that  prevented 
my  ruin  by  taking  the  cup  out  of  my  hand  !  O  tlie  cup 
he  drank  for  me  was  mingled  with  wrath  and  curfest 
a  cup  full,  of  vengeance,  preffed  down,  heaped  up, 
(haken  together,  and  running  over ;  a  cup,  which,  if 
men  or  angels  had  but  tafted,  they  had  reeled,  ftag- 
gered,  and  fallen  headlong  into  hell :  Yet^  faid  Chrift, 
ere  any  of  my  ele£l  ones  drink  it,  I  will  drink  it  for 
.them  ;  reach  it  hither  to  me  bitter  as  it  is.  Oh  how 
ready  was  Chrift  to  engage  for  men  I  and  how  willing 
was  he  to  perform !  How  ready,  full  and  free,  was 
the  fountain  of  his  blood  to  wa(h  the  defiled  !  Behold 
liow  freely  it  ifiued  forth  before  a  wound  was  opened  \  all 
his  veins  and  pores  poured  it  forth,  without  waiting  for 
.the  tormentors*  Lord,  make  me  as  willing  and  ready 
to  apply  it*  Did  Chrift  wreftle  in  an  agony  to  obtain 
the  redemption  of  loft  finners;  and  ftiall  not  I  wreftle  as 
in  an  agony  to  get  an  intereft  in  this  redemption,  and 
the  evidence  thereof  cleared  up  to  my  foul !  O  for  faith 
and  fervency  in  prayer,  that  I  may  wreftle  without 
ceafing  for  the  afluraoce  of  his  lovC|  that  I  may  go  with 
joy  to  his  table  ' 
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M  EDIT  At  tow   It 

From  Ifa.  111.  7.  ,lf(P  opened  not  his  fnoutbj  be  is  brought^ 
as  4  Lamb  to  thijkt^ht^ri*  ■<*>■. 

rr  httovAt^  iric  terCid  and  ioriWct  fh^fe  Wt)*d«  t^ith 
pt^t  attention,  feting  they  vrdte  fllfc  ck:ctiri6*f  6f  itfc 
Ethfdpiin  eniiucli'i  convcffiWi  j  fof  if  #sfe  ^hifc  ht 
ictA  and  thottght  cnhi  thefe  vi^ol^d*,  tftaf:  GM  filtft  Pfii^ 
Ifp  to  join  bim»  AGtt  viii.  29.  0  ftsit  God  ^eftild»  ik 
Sk^  fnatftier,  ktA  his  holy  £^t  hy  join  mk  i^l^lM 
faitditating  on  thfcJW. 

1. 1  obferVe  th^t  Chfifl!  ii  the  pkii  Sdci^«  ^6Vf«. 
^d  by  God  to  itrake  atonement  for  dtif  fiM :  He  r^  tM 
great  Afttity^fe  atid  ftibft^ce  of  aH  the  foiMbtt  tihi  bdifU 
that  were  offered  op  in  fedfifice  undtfr  <h^  la-^*,  aW4 
therefore  he  is  often  iti  tirt  Ne^  Tdtanf^  d^d  <»  fl* 
Lamb,  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  the  lanVb  ffiaJtf."  TKfc 
Spirit  of  God  fcertfs  to  have  a  pe^iffiat  deBgh£  irf  tf^A 
Hn|;  upon  tfcbstypc  of  the  Ldnthf  nidtfe  thstfr  hf  atVy  dtStft 
of  the  efid-Teftament  typctf  j  and  ftoul*  ilot  I  rfel^tt 
hi  it  tbo*,  stnd  often  ^&i  pfcafdtc  mafce  rticrifioiir  rf  /& 
Xflw*,  tbi  vifofthj  Lamf,  that  iirtll  be  tfte  obje£f  of  Oit 
praifes  of  faints  attid  angclff  thrcWgR  aff  eisertrity  ? 

2.  Chrift  is  rcprefctntcd  hy  a  fanil*,  td  poiii6  (Hit  tAt 
innoteitce  of  his  p^fon»  th^  meekneft  of  tR§  Mfuf^f 
the' tfefdl^f^fe  of  his  benefits,  and  his^  p^iMoe  vtnSA 
fttffciings;.  fioc^  fwiticnt  is  the  lartttb*  under  tojafia^ !.  ik 
iirfilcnt  both  before  the  (heattfr  strid  the  btxtchefK  h 
j^ttti  ^iiR  its  fteece  m  flidartng  tittle^  and  ^i^  its  ii^ 
itt^  (bsgKter  tittle,-  without  amy  ttdik  ot  ti&hth)cc;, 
Pogs  and  fw'me  howl  and  cry,  when  viotente  hdlkit^ 
to  them,  but  the  lamb  is  quite  filept  So  Chrift,  the 
l^amb  of  God,  opened  not  his  mouth,  under  the  greateft 
ipevilings^  mo«kings,  buffetings,  fpittings,  piercings,  ap4 
the  moft  cruel  death,  which  he  fuffered  from  men,  i  Pet. 
11.  23.  and  hence  it  is  faid  in  the  test,  when  he  was  led 
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llidui  lbni((I|ter»  ^  he  opened  not  his  mouth:*  H« 
opeped  vkqt  hu  moadb^  uniefs  it  was  to  blefa,  teach,  or 
pray  for>  thoTe  who  injurtd  him  \  yeai  he  net  only  did 
)pray,  hut  alfo  plead  an  exoufe  for  thanii  *<  t>'ather,  for- 
give thpm,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do/'  And, 
f fter  hi&  refiirvedkioni  how  ready  was  this  meek  Lamb 
to  forgive  all  that  wronged  him  1  When  girinfr  orders 
to  pre^  rf  miffion  of  Qna  ta  a  loft  worlds  he  bids  hegk$ 
pi  Jeru&lem,  Luke  xxiy*  46.  whctpe  the.y  mocked  and 
pierced  hioiy  hccauiie  there  th«y  bad  greatefl.  need  of  his 
ftkKui.  ta  wafh  thorn  from  gvik.  How  meekly  did  our 
Uftfibd  Lainb  carry  to  Peter,  when  he  denied  htm  in  hb 
awn  hearing  ^  He  did  not  turn  and  frown  upon  Feter, 
Ha  he  w^  deferred,  though  he  might  have  frowned 
Idm  into  faeU  $  it.  is  faid  only,  <^  He  turned  and  looked 
on  Peter,''  Lul^e  xxii..  6f.  not  with  an  angry  look,  but 
with  an  a&£i:ionate  molting  look,  which  recovered  him. 
to  a  penitent:  frame :  Neither  did  he  afterwards  up- 
baaid  him  with  t^*  oarristf e.  O  meek  Lamb  of  God ! 
can  I  rqmcinher  thee  at  thy  tabloi  without  being  filled 
11^  Bcmoxfc,  and  grief  for  my  impoitience  under  injv- 
iks,  and  the  prooeneb  of  my  heart  to  reftnt  them  i 
Shall  I  itot  be  ialhamed  ol  my  uiiehriftian  temper,  when 
I  fee  my  meek  and  loving  JtfvLS,  wiHing  to  be  the  fport 
and  derifion  of  men  and  devils,  that  1^  m«ght  be  the 
author  of  falvation  to  perifiiing  fouls  ^  O,  how  aftonifii* 
lag  is  it  ta  fee  ^  Creator  affronted  by  the  creature, 
the  Potter  by  bis  clay,  tlie  Kkig  of  glory  by  worms  of 
the  e;aith,  and  yet  hoid  his  peace  I  Kow,^  is  the  Head 
fo.m^k  and  patient,,  and  ihoul<d  not  the  members  befo 
too  !  O  how^  mi&emly  is  it,  to  fee  a  company  of  fierce 
bona  Sottawiag  a  meek  Lamb  1  O  that  I  covtid  team 
m0xtt  oft  hka  tl^at  i&  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. 

3*  Here  I  fee  the  greateft  inftanceof  divine  love  that 
^^»  the  world  faww  Bdb(^  an  offended  God  willing 
to.  ip^re  wsetc^d  crittiinals,  and  take  &tis&Aion  from 
a  Saf^tji  in  their  room  y  and  he  himfelf  finds  out  the 
Lamb  ta  be  the  £iccl6ce,  ev«^  bis  eternal  Son,  who 
WiUiof^  undettooh  to  aflame  »  body  for  that  endt  How 
aik|pi0iiag  are  the  Lamb's  wo^ds,  Heb.  x.  5.  ^  Sacri- 
fice and  officBing  thou  wouidA  »ot;  btt£  a  body  ba^fb  thou 

prepared 


3^2  Saermnn^al  jAitKuaiontr 

pKparod  me  ;**  as  if  he  had  laid,  *<  Father,  G&oe  aUthe 
legal  facrifices  are  infufficient  to  fatisfy  thy  jdUce,  -a* 
tone  for  fin,  and  ranfom  precious  fouls ;  even  take  the 
body  thou  haft  prepared  for  me,  let  that  be.the  facrifice 
to  juftice ;  it  is  more  valuable  than  any  other,  being 
the.  tabernacle  of  my  divine  Perfon ;  it  will  bring  glory 
to  thy  offended  juftice,.  and  fatisfy  it  taths  fuU.  I 
yield  myfelf  willingly  to  be  the  prifoner  of  juftice,  and 
go  quietly  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter  -,  not  dragged  to  it, 
as  an  ox  or  a  bullock,  but  meekly  and  plea(andy»  like  a 
lamb."  When,  according  to  this  agreement,  juftice 
required  the  Lamb  to  be  facrificed,  O  how  patient  and 
filent  was  he  under  all  the  accufations  led  againft  him, 
though  he  was  wholly  innocent ;  he  would  fay  nothing 
in  his  own  defence ;  at  which  Pilate  (not  knowing  the 
caufe  of  his  filcnce)  marvelled  greatly,  having  never 
feen  the  like  before.  But  our  Lamb  conGdered  th^  he 
flood  not  only  at  Pilate^s  bar,  but  alfo  at  the  bar  of 
God's  juftice  as  our  "Surcty,^  bearing  our  guilt  j  and 
though  man  had  notbing  to  lay  to  his  charge^  yet  he 
knew  what  divine  juftice  had  to  charge  upon,  him,  and 
therefore  he  is  filent  and  a^ifwers  nothing,  that  he  might 
not  hinder  our  redemption,  nor  ftop  tl>e  payment  of 
our  dcbt.f  When  juftice  charged  him  with  our  fins, 
our  unbelief y  pride ^  coveioufnefsy^c.  he  might  have  faid, 
•*  O  Father,  thefe  tranfgreflions  are  not  mine,  I  never 
offended  thee  ^"  but  he  will  do  nothing  to  refcue  Iiim- 
fclf.  Therefore,  when  the  fearful  charge  of  the  whole 
fins  of  an  ele£l  world  was  exhibited  againft  him;  and 
the  fword  of  juftice  drawn,  ready  to  ftrike,  he  opened' 
,  not  his  mouth,  but  takes  with  the  charge,  as  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  all.*  Glory  to  the  filent  Lamb  for  ever, 
that  would  not  hinder  our  releafe  from  panifliment,  but 
meekly  took  the  ftroke  for  us.      .       ,     ^ 

4.  Behold  this  meek  Lamb,  before  he  was  brought 
to  the  flaughter,  led  up  and  down  from  place  to  places 
from  the  garden  to  the  high-prieft,  from  the  high-prieft 
to  Pilate,  from  Pilate  to  Herod,  from  Herod  back  to 
Pilate,  from  Pilate  to  Calvary.  Behold  him  mocked, 
abufed,  and  difgraced  by  them,  buffeted  and  fpite  upon, 
crowned,  fcourgcd,  and  pierced,  and  yet  never  refifta 

nor 
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iiolf  complains.  He  willingly  "  gave  his  back  t6  th^ 
fmiters^  and  hk  cheeks  to  theit)  that  pliickt  off  the 
halt,'*  artd  hid  not  his  face  from  fpitting.  Now  th^ 
meek  Lamb  is  content  to  be,  as  the  ram  caught  in  the 
thickets,  to  be  ll;*ughtefed  and  facrificed  in  our  loom^ 
who  were  lying  bound  like  tfaac,  to  have  been  the  fa* 
icrifice.  Ob,  it  was  our  fins  that  platted  the  thotn^ ; 
they  alfo  were  the  reed  that  drove  them  into  his  tem- 
ples, yet  he  opened  not  his  niouth. 

5.  Now  this  flaughtercd  Lamb  is  fet  before  my  eyes 
in  the  factarnent,  and  God's  call  to  me  is,  "  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God,"  John  i.  29.  Now  let  me  behold  him 
with  an  earned  and  (leady  look,  with  faith  and  expec- 
tation, that  I  may  get  healing  to  all  my  difeafes*  As 
no  ftung  Ifraclite  got  healing  from  the  bmzen  ferpent^ 
tinlefb  they  looked  to  it,  fo  none  cafi  giet  benefit  from 
Chrifti  unlefs  they  behold  him*  May  I  never  look  a* 
way  from  this  Lamb,  to  my  tears,  conviAions,  prayers, 
reformations,  or  any  thing  elfe  \  feeing  the  bcft  ol^  du- 
ties will  make  bad  faviours.  If  I  expe£^  falvation  from 
other  things,  I  am  undone,  for  there  is  no  other  name 
given,  under  heaven  whereby  men  can  be  favcd  :  But  if 
I  bok  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  my  falvation  is  fecured  b]f 
his  promtfe,  Ifn  xlv.  22 » 

6.  There  was  no  houfe  in  Egypt  fafe  from  the  dc- 
ftroytng  angel,  but  thofe  who  had  their  doors  fprinkled 
"with  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lahib  v  So  there  is  no  foul 
fafc  from  the  fword  of  revenging  juftice,  but  thofe  whd 
by  faidi  put  themfelves  under  the  proteAion  of  die 
blood  of  this  ilain  Lamb  :  Let  me  therefore  take  the 
Uinch  of  hyffop,  faith^  and  dip  it  in  the  bafon  of  the 
new  covenant,  and  fprinkle  this  blood  on  my  guilty 
foul,  and  fo  i  (hall  be  fafe. 

7.  How  blefled  is  their  charafters  who  follov^r  the 
Lamb,  Rev  xiv.  4.  May  I  follow  him  as  my  Phyfician 
to  cure  me,  my  Righteoufnefs'to  juftify^me,  my  Life 
to  quicken  me,  my  Hufband  to  fupply  my  wants,  my 
Guide  to  condud  me,  my  Pattern  to  dire6l  me  in  my 
fteps.  Let  me  iearn,  from  his  example,  to  be  patient? 
without  murmuring,  when  I  am  under  afflitlion*  Let 
me  learn  mcckncfs  towards  men,  when  I  meet  with  re-* 

Vol.  in.  Q^q  proaches 
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pleaches  qr  injuries  from  thettlt  Let  me  learn  9  fea«- 
dinefs  to  obey  Qpd^s  eall  to  every  duty,  O  did  Chrift 
go  willii^gly  la  the  02^ugh(:er  for  us }  and  ihall  I  be 
bsickward  to  prayt  eoipimupicate,  part  vitb  fiiiy  or  do 
any  thing  he  requires,  of  me  ?  Let  me,  in  all  duties  and 
ordinances,  feck  after  the  Lamb's  prefencc,  feeing  my 
eternal  happinefs  lies  in  being  eter  with  the  Lambj  and 
to  b^  fed  ^ad  M  by  him,  Rev;  vii.  16. 


MEDITATION    XVI.     , 

txoti)L  £ph»  i.  7.    In  viham  wf  b0V6  rt^mftum  thraugh 
his  hhoi. 

HOW  difnial  is  our  cafe  by  nature !  We  arc  flaves  to 
fin  and  fatan,  and  prifonerstothe  juftice  of  God»  being 
(entenced  to  die»  doomed  to  wrath,  and  referyed  to  piilH 
Uc  judgment  and  execution.  In  tUs  miferable  condi- 
tion were  all  mankind,  until  Chrift  eaoK  to  f anfbm  us  i 
And  O  how  difficult  and  coftly  waa  ctur  re^eflaption  to 
Cbriil !  no  lefs  cwid  be  the  price  of  it,  than  his  pre- 
cious, blood.  The  glorious  Son  of  God,  who  created 
^aven  and  edrth^  muft  become  a  crealture,  be  born  of 
9  wo^m^n,  and  pour  Out  his  blood  on  an  ignominious 
cvofs,  before  w^  could  be  redeemed  from  fih  and 
wr^th*  p  how  valuable  mud  the  blood  of  this  infi« 
nite  Perfon  be  [  What  is  the  blood  of  earthly  kinga  and 
{princes  to  thia  blood !  Surely  one  drop  of  it  is  of  more 
value  than  an  ocean  of  theirs !  and  yet  every  drop  of 
thi9  blood  was  poured  out  upon  the^g^)>n(^  for  our  re- 
demption.   In  thia  blood  I  fee  fundry  things : 

|.  The  amazing  lore  of  Chrift,  in  (bedding  his  blood 
lor  the  redemption  of  fuch  creatures  as  I  am  -,  creatures 
muft  uglyi  that  had  loft  the  image  of  God,  and  got  fa« 
tan^s  image  pi£kured  in  its  room,  and  were  thereby 
become  black  as  heU.  Creatures,  loathfome  as  dead 
carcafesi  being  dead  in  trcfpafies  \   and  yet  thofe   he 

loved 


loved  fo  aa  to, filed  bis  blocd^  and  bleed  to  desth  for 
them.  For  as  lovely  as  Sarah  wa8»  while  alive»  yet 
when  deady  Abraham  could  look  on  her  no  more^  but 
would  have  her  buried  out  of  his  fight.  But  Chrift 
fakl  not  fo  of  his  t\t(k  fpoufe  when  dead  (  no»  faid  he« 
let  me  bleed  and  die  for  her  to  brine  her  to  life  \  though 
at  the  fam«  time  flie  was  more  loathfome  than  Job  with 
his  boils,  Lazarus  with  his  ioreSf  or  any  dead  carcaib 
with  vermin.  O  what  caufe  could  be  p^iven  for  the 
love  of  a  bleeding  Jefus  ^  Well  might  he  fay,  *'  I  loved 
you,  becaufe  I  loved  you ;  and  I  loved  you  freely'*  And 
O  with  what  fbrrow^  pain  and  agony^  was  his  bleeding 
love  attended,  while  his  dear  foul  was  overwhelmed 
with  the  terrible  billows  of  his  Father's  wrath  f  Chriil 
knew  well  before  hand  all  thefe  fufierings,  and  all  the 
ingredients  in  the  cup,  yet  he  would  needs  drink  it 
/or  us :  He  forelaw  the  poifon  of  God's  arrows  that 
would  drink  up  his  fpirits  \  the  burning  third  that  the 
)ieat  of  divine  wrath  would  create  Jn  him  \  yet  willing- 
ly did  he  go  to  bleed  and  diet  Uke^  a  lamb  to  the  flaugE- 
ter*  .  ''  O  leve  that  pafitth  knowledge  T 

2.  In  Chrift's  blood  I  fee  the  glory  of  ififinite  wif- 
dom  difpiayed  :  Who  c^uld  have  found  out  a  way  to 
reconcile  juftice  and  mercyi  and  fatisfy  both  their  de- 
mands about  Adam's  fallen  race  ^  A  general  council  of 
angels  could  never  have  thought  of  the  Son  of  God  his 
being  made  flefii  and  fhedding.his  blood !  How  (hockr 
ing  would  the  fuggcftipn  have  been,  if  God  had  not 
made  it  ?  But,  behold  hereby  fij^fi^  nvi/dom  Hath  dif- 
^overed  a  way  to  gratify  both  juftice  and  mercy ',  to 
puniih  fin,  and  yet  pardon  the  luiner  |  to  maintain  the 
honour  of  the  law  giver^  and  yet  prtferye  the  life  of 
the  ln'm-brioker  t  Hereby  mercy  is  latiftfied  in  fparing 
the  rebel ;  and  yet  Ju/ike  more  glorified,  and  ^n  ren- 
dered more  odious,  than  if  the  fmner  himfelf  had  been 
eteri^ally  damned  for  it.  Nayj  though  all  the  men  on 
earth  had  been  caft  into  hell- fire  for  fin,  and  the  an- 
gels with  thenif  it  had  been  no  fuch  inftance  of  juftice;^ 
as  Chnd's  bleeding  and  dying  for  fin  :  For  what  is  the 
punilhing  of  creatures,  to  the  fuifering  of  the  Creator  i 
Qji  2  2*  This 
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3.  This  blood  being  the  blood  oJF  God,  h^th  infinite 
virtue  and  efficacy ;  it  hath  purchafed  the  church  of 
Gody  and  all  grace  and  glory  to  her,  Ads  xx.  2%.  it 
prote£ls  all  who  come  under  the  covert  of  it  from  the 
wrath  of  God,  Exod.  xii.  13,  "  When  I  fee  the  bloody 
I  will  pals  over  you,  and  the  plague  (hall  not  be  upon 
you  to  deftroy  you,  when  I  fmite  the  land  of  Egypt*'* 
This  blood,  which  is  the  price  of  our  redemption,  hath 
marvellous  effcfls ;  it  pleads  for  the  guilty,  and  obtains 
pardon  of  fin,  peace,  with  God,  neatnefs  to  and  com-t 
munion  with  him.  It  cleanfes,  heals,  fatisfies  and  beau^* 
tifies  periftiing  foHls ;  it  feals  the  New  Tcftament,  over* 
comes  our  enemies,  liberates  the  prifoners,  opens  hea* 
ven's  gates,  and  give^  boldnefs  to  enter  in :  The  Per- 
fon  of  ouf  Redeemer  being  preferable  to  a  million  of 
worlds  full  of  men  and  angds,  his  blood  alone  might 
well  ferve  for  an  cleft  world.  What  fins  can  be  fo 
heinous  or  fo  numerous,  but  the  blood  of  God  can 
wa(h  away  ?  This  was  famous  Cranmer's  fupport  that 
day  he  fufibred  martyrdom  ;  when  his  heinous  fin  of 
renouncing  fthe  truth  ftared  him  in  the  face,  and  he 
was  greatly  dcjefted  for  it }  he  brake  out,  "  Surely  God 
was  made  ilelh,  and  (hed  his  blood,  not  for  lefler  fins 
only,  but  for  great  fins  alfo  :**  This  relieved  him,  and 
made  him  die  with  courage.  This  blood  can  help  in 
all  ftraitd|»  deliver  from  all  fears,  and  is  able  to  fave  to 
the  uttermoft.  It  hath  faved  many  who  have  condemn* 
ed  themfelves,  and  thout^ht  their  falvation  impoffible. 
It  hath  eafed  many  confciences,  when  the  terrors  of 
the  Almighty  have  furrounded  them,  and  his  arrows 
have  (luck  faft  in  them.  It  hath  unftinged  death,-  and 
carried  many  fafe  through  its  darkeft  vallies.  This 
blood  hath  cleanfed  many  whofe  hearts  were  filthy  as 
the  mire,  and  whofe  lives  fwarmed  with  the  moil  a«r 
bominable  lufts,  fuch  as  the  Corinthians,  i  Cor.  v.  i  r. 
and  three  thoufand  of  thofe  who  had  imbrued  their 
hands  in  (bedding  of  it,  Afts  ii.  36.  Nay,  it  is  able 
to  take  away  the  fins  of  a  world,  John  i.  29.  and  much 
more  the  fins  of  any  one  foul,  though  Kke  a  mountain 
fpf  weight,  or  the  fand  for  number. 

4.  I 
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4. 1  fee  this  redeeming  blood  to  be  a  fuitable  rehaedy 
for  all  my  maladies ;  O  that  I  could  look  to  it  by  fa'ith» 
apply  it  to  my  fores,  and  plead  it  with  God :  **  Lord>  I 
am  an  unrighteous  creature,  but  here  is  juftifyini;  blood  $ 
my  heart  is  unholy,  but  here  is  fan6^ifying  blood ;  my 
foul  is  wounded,  but  here  is  healing  blood ;  mf  lufts 
are  ftrong,  but  here  is  mortifying  blood ;  my  heart  is 
hard,  but.  here  is  foftening  blood;  my  afFedione  are 
dead,  but  here  is  (quickening  blood  ;  my  love  is  cold,  but 
here  is  heart- warming  blood.  When  I  am  at  the  holy 
table,  I  am  near  this  blefled  remedy ;  O  let  me  not 
mifs  a  curci  when  the  balm  of  Gilcad  is  among  my 
hands ;  let  me  not  perilh  in  my  guilt  befide  the  open 
Fountain.  CHi,  this  blood  hath  healed  thoufands,  and 
(hall  I  remain  under  my  plagues  ?  Lord,  let  that  inno- 
cent  blood,  which  ran  from  thy  hands,  heart,  and  {ide> 
dropon  my  guilty  foul,  and  cleanfe  me  from  all  fin.  O 
my  glorious  bleeding  Lamb,  ^'  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canfl: 
make  me  clean."  O  fay  to  me,  as  thou  didft  to  the 
leper,  "  I  will,  be  thou  clean*'*  Surely  thy  blood  is 
more  able  to  fave  me^  than  my  fins  are  to  deftroy 
me*  • 

5.  How  juft  is  it,-  that  I  (hould  commemorate  the 
fiiedding  of  this  blood  in  the  way  that  Chrift  appoints  ? 
Lord  help  me  to  go  to  thy  table,  and  realize  the  (hed« 
^ing  of  this  blood  to  royfelf,  as  much  as  if  1  had  ftood 
,by  die  crofs,  and  feen  it  with  my  eyes  flowing  from  his 
wounds.  Let  my  faith  be  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen,  and  let  it  realize  the  (bedding  of  Chrift's  blood 
as  evidently  to  me,  as  if  I  had  adlually  feen  it.  Ah,  I 
cannot  fay  it  is  fo,  while  my  eyes  are  fo  dry,  and  my 
heart  fo  hard  \  alas  for  my  ftupid  unconcerned  heart, 
that  doth  not  burd  into  love  ^nd  tears  at  the  facra« 
mental  view  of  this  blood-  (bedding  !  .  How  can  I  fee 
thefe  hands,  that  fway  the  fccptre  of  the  heavens,  nail- 
ed to  the  tree  of  reproach,  and  not  mourn  ?  How  can 
1  fee  thofe  feet,  that  trample  on  the  powers  of  hell,  nail- 
ed to  a  tiee,  and  not  weep  !  Did  the  earth  tremble, 
rocks  rend,  fun  hide,  and  heavens  darken,  and  will 
not  my  rocky  heart  rend  for  fin,  that  caufed  all?— - 
Since  thou,  Lord,  comes  to  me  in  ftreams  of  blood, 

let 


let  me  go  forth  and  meet  thee  ivith  ftreams  of  tears* 
Oh,  (hall  I  be  more  Ipaiing  of  my  tears  for  Chrtft,  thali 
he  was  of  his  blood  for  me  ?  Can  I  fee  this  pfedous 
blood  run  down  in  ftreams,  and  my  eyes  not  pour  out 
fome  drops  ?  Can  I  refufe  tirops  of  water  for  ftreams 
of  blood  ?  Can  I  fee  the  blood  of  the  King  of  kings 
ipilt  like  water  on  the  ground,  and  the  earth  drinking 
it  up,  atid  my  heart  not  rend  for  (bedding  it  ^  Oh,  that 
*'  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  ey^s  a  fountain  of 
tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night"  for  the  flain 
Lamb  of  God  i 

6.  How  dreadful  muft  the  crime  be,  to  .tread  this 
blood  under  foot  by  unbelief,  or  unworthy  comnHini* 
eating  \  "  Had  Zimri  peace,  that  flew  his  niailer  ?* 
And  can  I  have  peace,  if  I  be  guilty  of  the  blood  of 
him  that  is  my  Maftcr  and  Redeemer  both  ?  How  fad 
will  my  cafe  be,  if  that  blood,  which  alone  can  pro^ 
cure  my  patdon,  (hall  cry  for  my  eternal  punifhment  ? 
«'  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltsnefs,  O  God/*  O  that 
I  could  value  and  efteem,  plead,  and  apply  this  precious 
blood  more  !  Lord,  accept  of  it  as  a  full  latisfa£iion  foi 
all  my  fins,  and  an  all-fufficient  price  for  my  fouPs  t^ 
demption.  Is  not  one  drop  of  thy  Son's  blood  of  more 
value  than  a  fea  of  mine  ?  My  fins,  alas,  have  fliut  me 
out  of  paradtfe,  but  O  let  this  blood  open  paradife  t<i 
me  again ;  and  let  me,  through  this  Red  fea»  enter  into 
the  heavenly  Cinaan ;  1  know  I  can  have  no  other  paf* 
fage  to  it.  Lord,  impute  not  the  guilt,  but  the  aerie 
of  this  blood  to  me. 
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MEDITATION    XVH. 

From  Pfal.  lxxii.*6.      He  Jhall  come  dawn  Hhe  rain  upon 
tbg  mown  grafts  as  Jbbwers  thai  water  the  eartbm 

THIS  is  fpoken  and  promifed  of  Chrift,  and  fervet 
tD  (each  USy  that  Chrift  coming  to  his  church  and  peo* 
>  pley  by  the  gracious  influences  of  his  holy  Spirit,  is 

[  rooft  nfeful  and  refrelhin^  to  their  foals»  like  fhoMirers 

<rf  iMn  to  the  dry  ground,  or  a  meadow,  newly  cut,  to 
I  m^ki^  it  fpring  again«      ChrifUefs  fouls  are  like  the  dry 

I  ground,  without  the  moifture  of  faving  grace,  their 

pearls  are  hard ;  neither  rods,  mercies,  nor  fermons, 
make  imfMreflion  upon  them :  Why  ?  they  are  without 
Chrid  the  Fountain  of  grace  and  fpiritual  influences^ 
j^fore  the  fall,  man^s  foul  was  like  a  well* watered 
garden,  beaiitiful^  green,  and  fragrant ;  but  by  his  a* 
poftacy  from  God,  in  Adam  our  firft  head,  the  fprings 
of  gr^ce  and  holinefa  are  quite  dried  up  in  his  foul ; 
2f^4  there  is  no  curing  of  tUa  drought,  but  by  the  foul's 
u^i^n  with  a  new  Head,  to  wit,  Chrift^  wr  fecund  Adam^ 
^  who  baa  the  Spirit  given  him  without  meafure,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  members.  Now,  when  we  are  united  by 
faith  to  Chrift,  our  Head  of  iftflisencesi  "  the  dry  land 
*  is  turned  into  water* fprings  j'^  Chrift  comes  down  as 
the  rain  by  his  Spirit  of  regeneration,  and  brings  the 
fprings  of  grace  hito  the  foui«  He  is  the  fird  and  im- 
mediate receptacle  of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  all  the  rege« 
Oelrating  and  fao^lifying  influences,  and  out  of  his  fuU 
nefs  we  muft  by  faith  receive  them.  And  when^t  any 
time  the  fprings  of  grace  are  interrupted  in  the  foul  by 
fin  or  unbelief,  fo  as  the  ground  turns  dry,  the  plants 
wither,  and  the  things  which  remain  are  ready  to  die  ; 
the  foul  hath  need  to  look  up  to  Jefus  Chrift,  to  come 
^  down  with  new  (howers  upon  the  thirfty  ground,  and 
decayed  plants. 

;  1/ 
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I.   As  the  rain  is  the  free  gift  of  God  to  the  dry 
ground,  it  comes  free  and  cheap  to  poor  and  rich,  fmaH 
and  great,  and  cods  them  nothing :  So  Chrifl:,  with  his 
blcflings,  is  God's  free  gift  to  a  dry  perifliing  world,  for 
which  we  ihould  continually  be  thankful.      2*  As  no* 
thing  can  ilop  the  falling  of  rain  ;  fo  nothing  can  hia« 
der  Chrift's  gracious  iafluences,  when  he  defigns  to 
awake,  convince,  or  foften  a  hard  heart.    When  thofc 
fhow^rs  do  fall  on  Gnners,  the  moft  obftinate  will,  Riuft 
yield,  and  cry,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thoahaT^  me  to  do  ?" 
3.  As  the  rain  is  moft  ncceffary  and  fuitable  to  the  dry 
ground,  and  to  the  various  plants  it  pr6duceth,  and 
alfo  to  the  different  parts  of  every  plant  or  tree  ;  fuch 
as  the  root,  trunk,  branches,  leaves,  flowers,  and  fruit  % 
fo  Chrift  is  abfolutely  neceflkry,  and  hin  htfiuencet 
moil  fuitable,  to  all  his  peoples  fouls,  and  to  every  fa* 
culty  of  them,  the  underftanding,  will^  memory,  and 
affedVions ;  and  to  all  their  different  graces,  faith,  love,> 
repentance,^  &c.  to  root  and  ftabUQi  them,  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  them,  quicken  and  inpreafe  them,  cnerifli 
and  preferve  them*     4.  As  the  rain  comes  down  ia 
divers  ways  and  manners  to  the  earthy  fometimes  wkb 
cold  winds  and  tempefts,  thunders  and  lightnings  ^and 
at  other  times  with  calmaefs  and  warmth  :  So  Chrift 
comes  to  Gnners,  fometimes  with  (harp  convictions  and 
legal  terrors,  and  fometimes  with  alluring  invitaHens^ 
and  promifes.      5.  O  how  pleafant  are  the  effe£bs  of 
rain  to  languifhing  plants,  to  make  them  green  atid 
beautiful,  lively  and  ftron^g,  fragrant  and  fruitful  ?   So 
the  efi^e^s  of  Chrift's  influences  are  moft  defireable  <co 
drooping  fouls,  for  enlightening  and  enlivening  them» 
for  confirming  and  ftrcngthening  them,  for  comforting 
and  enlarging  them,  for  appetizing  and  fatiirfying  th^» 
transforming  and  beautifying  them.      A  fliower  ifrom 
Chrift  would  foon  make  the  church,  though  withered, 
turn  green  and  beautiful,  and  to  fend  forth  a  fmell  as 
of  a  field  that  theXord  hath  blefled  ;  and  likewife  fome 
drops  of  this  fliower,  falling  down  upon  the  languiCh- 
ing  graces  of  communicants,  would  foon  make  them 
vigorous  and   lively  in   ihewing  forth  their  Saviour's 
death  at  his  table. 

Here 
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Here  I  may  fee  the  reafon  why  many  fouls  continue 
as  dry  ground  in  theit  parched  natural  condition,  while 
others  n^ar  them  are  floHrifhing;  and  fruitful  5  Chrift*s 
ihower  hath  come  down  upon  the  one,  and  not  upon 
the  other  5  one  piece  is  rained  upon,  and  another  piece 
is  dry  and  withered,  according  to  that  word  in  Amos 
iv.  7«  Gh,  what  ca'ufe  is  there  to  bewail  the  evident 
fymptoms  of  this  continuing  natural  drought  in  multir 
tudes  of  fouls  !  Why  1  their  hearts  are  hard,  impene- 
trable and  uiiafiefbed  with  the  mifcraWe  ftate  they  are 
in  by  nature,  and  with  the  woful  plagues  of  their  hearts. 
They  have  no  fenfe  or  feeling  of  the  evil  nature  of  fin, 
notwithftanding  of  all  the  reproofs  and  thrcatenings  of 
the  word,  or  the  rods  and  (Ifokes  it  brings  upon  them ; 
or  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift  for  fin.  And  thouj^h 
God  affares  them,  that  the  end  of  dry  ground  is  curfing 
and  iurningf  they  are  impenitent  and  unconcerned  un- 
der alh  O  if  parched  fouls  in  their  natural  eftate  were 
made  fenBble  of  their  mifery,  and  brought  to  bewail 
their  cafe,  and  fay,  "  O  I  am  as  the  heath  in  the  de- 
fart,  that  fees  no  rain  ;  I  am  a  dry  tree  ;  if  I  continue  in 
this  (late,  I  will  be  cut  down  as  cumbering  the  ground, 
and  made  fuel  to  hell- fire.  I  fee  the  ax  of  jaftice  laid 
to  my  root,  ev^ry  hour  I  am  in  danger  of  the  blow.  O 
if  Chrift  would  interpofe  to  fpare  me,  and  come  down 
upon  me  as  the  rain,  and  bring  the  moillure  of  grace 
into  ray  foul.** 

-  How  lamentable  alfo  is  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  once 
feemed  to  be  watered  by  this  heavenly  rain,  and  now 
are  parched  by  a  loig  confuming  drought  and  wither- 
ing wind  }  They  have  loft  their  former  greennefs  and 
moifture,  their  fpirituality  ^nd  live  line  Is,  and  thar  du- 
ties are  quite  dwindled  away  into  a  lifetefs  carcafe  and 
dead  form4lHy.  They  have  loil  their  wonted,  freedom 
and  enlargement*  in  prayer,  and  are  fallen  under  fad 
bonds  and  itraitenings  of  fpirit,  which  makes  them 
count  holy  thmgs  a  wearinefs,  and  frequently  nes^hcl 
fecrtt  prayer.  Surely  fucu  have  great  need  of  Chnit's 
coming,  down  upon  them  as  the  rain,  to  make  them 
fpring  up  aa  the  grafs,  and  revive  as  the  corn.  A- 
las,  we  have  a  finful  hand  in  bringing  on  fuch  a  fp;n. 
Vol.  ill.  R  r  tual 


lual  df ought,  by  qucwi^ngtbC:mcrtioii«of  tb&S{»|rit, 
indulging  fleftly  lijftf ,  giving  the  \|rorW  Cbrift>  loorp  im 
the  heart,  an4  negkaieg  tp  U?(9  bf  f^ith;  <^n»  thi|  S^n  <rf 
God|  wJbo  is  the  Rain  anH  Dew  of  \jk^- . 

How  happy  are  thofo  who  Utc  wdcK  the  droppingi 
of  this  pin  !  They  are  lihe  trijc^  pjantpd  by  the  W4r 
ters,  their  roou  fpread  forth,  and  their  \^^vc&  a^  gx^^n$ 
Jer.  xvii.  8.  "  Have  I  the  figas  of  fi*ch  p(?rfoa$  ?  fy 
my  heart  ready  to  nnelt  at  th^  fpght  of  a  cri|<?ifi^4  Jefm 
fet  before  me  ia  the  lacrament  i  '  Dpi  rooura  for  my 
fins  that  pierced  him  ?  Am  I  ready  to  tbinlf;  woirfe  of 
myfelf  than  any  other  perfon  can  ?  |s  my  heart  foft 
and  pliable  to  the  will  of  God|  both  in  his  preceptsiaiid 
providences !  Do  the  world's  good  things  bulk,  but.lit- 
^le  in  my  eye  ?  Is  it  my  defire  to  meet  wick  CbriA  i^ 
^very  duty  and  ordiaatix:e?  Do  I  ftiU  look  on  fin  a.s 
Cbrift's  enemy  ?  Am  I  afraid  of  pvovokii^g  bim  by  6i» 
to  withhold  thie  (bowersy  and  make  the  heavens  9S  braft 
to  me  ?  Am  I  defirous  to  bring  forth  fri»it  anftr^able 
to  the  waterings  be  gi aciou%  allows  m.e/'  Q  m^y  I 
find  thefe.  marJ^  in  my  foul. 

O  that  I  could  earoeflly  plead  for  the  fqlfilliiig  of 
this  promife  in  the  text»  that  Chrtft  would  c^fx^e  dpwii 
^s  the  rain^  that  iie  would  fend  the  fiiow^ts  h^  bath 
xnerited  and  prpmifedi  fend  them  to  myiiel^  to  shp 
churchy  and  tp  the  whole  lantf  i  tp  the  pmknt  age  apd 
to  the  rifing  generation.  O  what  glorious  .ei^i^ls  wo^ld 
thefc  (bowe»  pioduce  \  They  wottid  beautify  the 
church  add  her  aflemJblies,  make  bo^  minifters  ai?4 
profcflbrs  to  (bine  in  holinefe,  and  cajng^egations  tQ.he 
lively  in  worftip*  They  wculd  open  pri(oa-doo«, 
loofe  bonds,  enlarge  heaxtSt  revive  drooppg  fpuls*  twrn 
their  water  into  wine,  their  fonow  i»to  joy,  their  cppnr 
plaints  into  praifes,  and  make  them  ling  in.  the  wa:yj^of 
the  Lord,  fiy  thefe  ihowers  God  wqu]4  be  g)^iMt 
the  -^  hurch  cemented^  aad  her  diitempers  healed*  Or- 
dinances would  be  fucce£sful,  commuDiops  qoiore  pte^- 
fant,  the  godiy  more  valiied,  rellgioii  more  efteemed* 
and  the  way  to  heavea  more  dtlightfMl,  Lord,  look  on 
the  dry  ground  iind  prefent  droughty  feaCon  ivith  pity, 
ppeii  the  wiudoMTs  of  beaye^i  'n^uA&ni  dowii.^wers 
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id  in  fonher  tlmies,  as  in  othet  ^aits  of  Afc  world. 
Send  a  fliotrer  to  youtig  tommunicants,  and  to  thofe 
who  hsiVe  not  feeit  thy  gofrrgs  in  thefen6lu;iry:  A  fliow- 
<*t  to  ftony  heatts  an^  Wlfhcr^d  hands ;  a  flioWcr  to  fof- 
ttt\  the  cl6cfs,  larte  thfe  toots,  and  t>pen  the  fptmjrs.  O 
how  rtitich  good  wonW  one  df  Chrift'b  Ao>iiref8  do  to  a 
pdor  dfy  land  !  what  wondeYs  ivould  it  work  !  what 
prifoners  Wotild  it  loofe  !  what  cloudy  minds  wduld  it 
Brighten,  and  ^hat  dotibting  .  fouls  ^^duld  it  tefolve ! 
Come  dot*rn,  Lord  Jcfus*    Amen. 
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MEDITATION    XVHL 

Fibm  Mkt.  vlii*  t.    Lofd,  t  ntn  swt  wortiy  thai  ihoti 
pioiiLdfi  conie  under  my  rob/* 

'  f'Al't'H  and  repentance  do  ftill  go  tOT^ether ;  evdry 
bfK^vet  is  a  trUe  perit^t :  he  that  puts  on  the  Lord  Je^ 
fus,  b  alfo  clothed  with  humility.  The  higher  thoughts 
a  it)zn  hath  of  Chriit,  the  lower  thoughts  will  he  have 
of  hii^felf.  When  the  ftian's  eyes  are  op^n  to  fee  the 
holinefs  and  exccllehcy  of  Chrift,  he  is  made  to  own  his 
own  ilothihgriefs  before  him,  arid  hi^  infinite  diftance 
from  him,  arid  to  fay,  like  the  centurion  in  the  text, 
**  I  am  Tiot  Worthy  that  thoU  (houldft  come  under  my 
rdOf,**  J.  d.  It  is  too  great  an  honbdr  for  fuch  a  guilty 
ar.d  filthy  creature  to  entertain  a  Saviour  cf  infinite  pu- 
rtt'y ;  my  heart  is  more  unworthy  than  my  houfe,  I 
hsive  nothirig  to  commend  me  to  tnee.  The  lowly  foul 
abhors  hirilfelf,  as  vile  in  the  fight  of  a  hply  Go  J  :  h6 
fays,  1  am  all  as  an  imclcah  thing,  and  all  my  rightepuf-: 
iitU  is  as  filthy  rags  5  in  me  dwells  no  good  thing ;  I 
ahl  irifUflScierit  of  myldf  to  do  ary  thing  that  is  good, 
pt  ^ven  to  think  a  good  thou^^ht-,  it  is  God  that  muft 
Work  in  me,  both  io  will  and  10  do,  of  his  good  plea* 
ple'^fure.  He  h  under  no  obligation  to  pity  or  help 
Ifte,  it  will  be  abfolute  free  mercy  in  him,  if  he  do  it* 
The  lowly  man  hath  undervaluing  thoughts  of  himfeff| 
R  r  2    .  and 


314  Sacramental  Meduationst^ 

and  of  all  his  own  doings  and  attainments  :  he  renoun- 
ccth  all  confidence  in  his  own  Tighten ufaefs,  and  hum- 
by  fubmitb  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  by  faith :  he  is 
conticnt  10  be  ftript  of  all  his  owu  garments,  that  Chiift 
nnay  be  his  cloathing  :  he  looks  not  to  his  own  perform- 
ance? to  recomtnend  him  to  God,  but  only  to  Chriilhis 
Surety  :  he  is  willing  to  go  out  of  himfclf,  and  live 
wholly  upon  borrowed  righteoufnefs  and  borrowed 
ftrength,  even  t  •  live  upon  Chrift  crucified,  axid  to  de- 
rive, daily  and  hourly,  from  him,  ftrengthboth  for  diity 
and  difficulty,  for  work  and  warfare.  The  man  that  ia 
lowly  in  heart,  fubftiits  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  his  dif- 
penfations,  is  content  with  every  condition  he  thinks  beft 
foi-  him  J  he  is  patient  in  affliftion,  and  filent  under  God's 
rod,  without  anfwering  again.  He  is  fenfible  that  he 
jnftly  deferveth  hell,  aind  therefore  is  very  thankful  for 
the<  le.ift  mercy ;  like  the  woman  of  Canaan,  he  owns 
himfelf  unworthy  as  a  dog,  and  will  be  thankful  for  the 
crumbs  that  fall  from  the  chiJdrens  table.  He  will  be 
thankful  for  a  word' from  Chrift,  for  a  look,  for  a  fmile^ 
foT  the  leaift  token  of  his  f«ivour,  or  the  fmalleft  influ- 
ence of  his  Spirit. 

Wherever  faith  is  in  exercife,  it  is  a  foul-humbling 
and  felf-emptying  grace,  and  lays  the  foul  very  low  bt- 
forc  God  ;  and  God  always  hath  refpeft  to  fuch  faith 
and  to  fuch  lowlinefs,  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  6.  Chrift  put  great 
refpeft  upon  the  \owlj  centurion^  Mat.  viii.  16,  13.  "I 
have  not  found  fo  great  faith,  n<),  not  in  Ifraelj  go  thy 
way,  and  as  thou  haft  believed,  fo  be  it  done  unto  thee.'' 
He  alfo  put  great  refpefl;  on  the  hixmhlc  publican^  Luke 
xviii.  13,  14.  and  declared  him  juftified  ;  for  (faith  he) 
**  He  that  humbleth  himfelf  ftiall  be  exalted."  .  He  put 
great  honour  on  the  humble  woman  of  Canaan,  that 
owned  herfelf  vile  as  a. dog,  Mat,  xv.  27.  "  O  woman, 
great  is  thy  faith,  (faid  he)  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou 
wilt."  And  he  faith  of  himfelf,  Ifa.  Iviii.  15.  though 
he  be  "  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eterni- 
ty, yet  he  dwells  with  the  humble  fpirit."  And  thus 
he  fets  himfelf  before  us,  as  the  great  pattern  of  ^umi' 
lity,  and  bids  us  learn  it  of  him.  When  he  appeared 
unto  Mofes,  it  was  not  on^a  /o/ty  cedar ^  but  in  a  low, 
mean,  tumble  bujb.   And  when  he  would  appear  in  our 
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nature,  it  was  not  z  great  exalted  woman  be  takes  up 
with,  but  .a  low  humble  virgin^  as  Mary  herfclf  obfcrvcs, 
Luke  u  ^Si  5a.  May  I. be  helped  then  to  appear  be- 
fore him  at  his  holy  table,  with  a  humble,  fpirit,  ^and 
lowly  frame,  that  he  may  vouch fafe  to  dwell  and  hold 
conxmunion  with  me. 

Othat  1  had  the  marks  of  a  lowly  heart,  and  could 
fay,  that  I  blufh,  and  am  afliamed  before  God  in  prayr 
cr,'b€Caufe  of  my  finfulnefs  and  pollution  1  that  I  am 
made  to  wonder  at  free  grace  in  fparing  fuch  a  vile  un- 
thankful wretch,  in  keeping  me  out  of  hell,  in  offering 
me  Chrift  and  pardon  through  his  blood,  and  calling 
me  to  his  Jioly  ftabk.  That  I  difclaim  all  righteouihefs 
by  the  law,  and  expe£t  nothing  but  wrath  and  ruin 
from  that  airth' ;  that  I  look  only  to  Chrift,  and  have 
admiring  thoughts  of  him  and  his  law-bidingrighteouf- 
nefs.— ThatI  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  indwelling  fin,  and 
of  the  corruptions  of  my  heart,  and  think  more  mean- 
ly of  myfelf  than  any  other  perfon  .  can. — ^That  1  am 
jealous  of  my  wicked  heart,  and  afraid  left  I  betray  or 
wound  the  Sod  of  God,  and  contra£t  blood  guiltl- 
nefs  ;  and  therefore  I  adventure  to  his  table  with  much 
fear  and  trembling*  Lord,  beftow  upon  me  fuch  a 
humble  heart. 

O  can  fuch  an  ill-deferving  .creature  appear  before 
God,  and  cxpeA  mercy,  who  have  fo  long  abufed  mer- 
cy !  Ldrd^  inftead  of  ftretching  forth  a  fceprre  of  mer- 
cy to  invite  me  to  thy  table,  thou  mightsft,  with  the  rod 
of  thy  juftice,  juftly  dafli  me  in  pieces  as  apotterVvtrC- 
feL  Inftead  of  entertaining  me  with  the  bread  of  life, 
and  the  cup  of  Blefling,  thou  mighteft  give  me  the  bread 
and  water  of  aiflidion  ;  yea,  call  me  into  that  pit,  where 
I  ihould  cry  in  vain  for  a  drop  of  water  .to  cool  my  thirf- 
ty  tongue.  O  (hall  fuch  a  wretched  dog  as  I  prefume 
to  come  to  thy  table,  and  eat  of  the  children s  bread, 
who  am  not  worthy  to  eat  of  the  crumbs  that  fall  ixovx 
it  I  But  1  have  heard  of  the  mercy  of  the  King  of^  If- 
rael;  that  he  delights  to  (how  it  to  the  unworthyi  that 
humble  themfelves  before  him.  Oh",  I  am  vile,  and  un- 
fit to  appear  before  thee  \  but  furely,  they  arc  undone 
whp  keep  away  from  thee.     I  am  coaie  to  thee,  not 
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becaufe  I  am  fit  or  worthy,  but  becaufe  thou  art  rich  itl 
mcTqf  ^  and  haft  crntrivcd  a  way  for  faving  the  like  of 
mc.  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  come  xjt'ithin  fight  of 
thcc,  but  far  lefs  that  thou  fhooldft  cdmc  under  my 
irdof  to' lodge  with  me  !  •*  Will  God  in  very  deed  com6 
and  dwell  with  men  !"  This  is  a  wonder,  though  all 
men  were  as  innocent  and  righteous  as  once  Adam 
was  !  But  will  he  lodge  or  feaft  with  me  that  afti  a  le- 
per ?  Will  he  come  under  the  roof  of  my  foul,  a  houfe 
10  ruinous,  fn?oaky  and  deffled,  where  he  has  not  a  fit 
place  to  lay  his  head  ?  But,  O  my  humble,  condefcendi 
ing  Saviour  did  not  difdain  to  ly  in  a  manger  among 
beads,  nor  to  dine  with  Simon  a  leper  !  O  Lord  Jefus, 
tome  in  thyfelf  and  furnifti  the  houfe,  prepare  an  up- 
pcT-rootn  in  my  foul,  large,  fwcpt,  and  garniflied,  and 
there  abide,  and  keep  the  paffover  with  mc. 

Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  eat  the  crumbs  that  fall 
from  my  own  table,  much  lefs  thofe  that  fall  from  thine. 
I  defer? e  not  a  rdom  to  ftand  among  thy  fervants,  far 
lefs  to  fit  down  with  thy  children.  1  am  not  worthy  of 
toy  daily  bread  from  thee,  and  Ihall  I  be  allowed  to 
eat  of  the  bread  of  life  ?  Shall  I,  who  deferve  not  th^ 
bread  of  men^  be  admitted  to  eat  the  bread  of  ange/s  / 
Shall  I  fit  down  with  him,  at  whofe  feet  they  fall  ^  If 
.John  the  Babtift  (one  of  the  grcateft  that  was  born  of 
^omcn,  who  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  the 
womb,)  thought  himfclf  i>ot  worthy  to  loofe  Chrift'4 
(ho^s,  how  unworthy  am  I,  the  meaiieft  of  creatures, 
^  tranfgreffor  from  the  womb,  to  be  admitted  to  touch, 
nay,  feed  upon  Chriil's  broken  body  and  (bed  blood  ! 
If  Peter,  after  feeing  Chrift's  glory,  and  his  own  vile- 
nefs,  judged  himfeif  unworthy  to  be  in  the  fame  (hip 
With  Chrift,  and  cried,  "  Depart  from  fne,  for  I  am  a 
finful  rtian  :'*  How  (hall  I,  the  chief  of  Cnners,  adveft- 
ture  to  fit  down  at  the  fame  table  with  him  in  a  familiar 
yay  !  if  the  woman  with  the  bloody- iffue  was  afraid  to 
,  come  and  touch  the  hem  of  Chtift's  garment,  ho# 
rt^ueh  more  may  1>  who  am  full  of  the  running  ffiues 
of  fin,  fear  to  touch  the  fyrt.boL  of  his  body  and  blood, 
or  put  my  hand  into  his  hde  ?  If  Jthe  pureft  angels  nsuft 
cever  their  faces  when  before  him,  how  ihall  I,  who 
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am  fo  impure,  appear  openly  in  his  prefence  ?  But 
glory  to  God,  for  the  bieflld  covering  provided  for  my 
gpilty  foul,  under  which  I  may  appear  and  be  accept* 
«d.     {  come  to  thee  wrapt  in  it,  Lordy  accept  of  me. 

0  how  diftinguiihing  are  thy  favours  to  me  an  ua- 
vrorthy  creature  1  rhou.mightcft  juftly  hive  put  in  my 
'  hand  a  cup  oi^  trembUng  and  unmixed  wrath,  a  cup  fil- 
led with  hijrror  of  confcience  and  fearful  dcfpair :  But, 
injlead  tfee?qpf,  thou  givcft  me  the  cup  of  bleffing,  filled 
with  the  hope  of  pardon  and  eternal  life.  1  might  have 
bcjen  in  bell  drinl^ing  the  damned's  cup  of  wrath,  into 
which  juftipe  i*  ftill  pouring  in  as.  f^ft  as  they  drink  out: 
But  glory  to  free  grace,  thou  called  me  to  drink  the 
cup  of  falyacion,  which  my  Saviour  hath  purcfaafed 
with  his  blood,  and  f^yeetened  with  his  blcfling.  Thankis 
be  to  Cod  iox  it  for  ever. 

■i>  iniii  nil  I'l  .1.1.  I  ji.ti)  i.i;^fq^qw^=^r^gg^w^g^^ggyaHPPTsyi^^^^ 

MEDITATION    XIX. 

From  2  Cor*  xi.  15  •     Thanhs  be  unto  God  for  his  un/peah^^ 
able  gift. 

MANY  give  thanks  to  God  for  meat  and  drink  to 
their  bodies,  which  indeed  is  the  duty  of  all ;  but  a- 
las,  few  give  thanks  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only 
food  of  precious  fouls,  and  God's,  unfpeakable  gift  to 
men  !  Many  are  fond  of  temperal  gifts  and  earthly  rich- 
es, which  are  nothing  but  vanity  5  but  all,  they  are  e/Jy 
about  this  Pearl  of  great  price,  this  matchle^  gift,  whofc 
value  no  tongue  can  exprefs,  nor  open^  up  what. is  con- 
tained in  it.  The  apostle  tells  us  a  great  truths  Eph. 
!•  3.  that  ^  God  bleffes  us  with  all  ii>iritual  blciEngs 
^5 n  Chrift  "  In  \h\s  gift  of  Qo^y  we  have  innumerable 
gifts  beftowed  on  ihotc  who  believe  on  hrni  -,  fuch  as  the 
gift  of  fpiritual  illumination,  pardon  of  (in,  a  law-bid- 
ing  rightcouincfs,  reconciliation  with  God,  adoptionin- 
to  his  famdy,  reftoring  of  his  image,  fanctitjing  in- 
fluences, fpiritual  ftrength  for  work  and  warfare,  loofing 

of 
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of  bonds,  WTtncffing  of  the  Spirit,  unllinging  of  death, 
conduA  through  the  dark  valley,  andga  title  to  the  man- 
lions  of  glory,  and  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  God, 
Chrift  18  the  moft  nece0ary  and  moft  enriching  gift  ever 
vras  given  to  the  world.  God  gave  him  to  be  a  Piank 
cf  mercy ^  to  fave  our  fouls  when  (hip wrecked.  He  gave 
him  to  be  oiir  Phyfician  and  balm,  to  heal  vs  when  our 
wounds  feemed  incurable.  He  gave  him  to  be  "  the 
Lord  our  righteoufncfs/'  when  we  had  no  righteouf«- 
nefs.  He  gave  him  to  be  our  Advocate  to  plead  for 
us,  when  we  had  many  accufers,  and  none  to  take  our 
part.  He  gave  hirri  to  us  to  be  '^  wifdom,  righteouf- 
nefs,  fanftification,  and  redemption."  In  this  gift 
there  is  itifitiite  Julnefs  and  unfear^habU  riches.  Well 
may  the  fpoufe  call  Chrift  a  **  bundle  of  myrrh,  and 
a  dufter  of  camphire,"  Cant.  i.  13,  14.  becaufe  fo 
many  gifts  and  bleflings  are  bundled  up  in  this  one  gift. 
Oh,  what  can  I  conceive,  or  what  can  I  exprefs  of  this 
gift !  He  that  would  defcribc,  or  fpeak  of  this  gift, 
would  need  to  have  his  tongue  dipt  in  heaven.  Should 
an  angel  come  down  from  it  to  tell  us  of  this  gift,  he 
would  outfpeak  all  the  men  on  earth  ;  yet,  when  he 
had  faid  all  he  could,  the  gift  would  be  far  above  his 
cxpreffioh  ;  Why  ?  becaufe  he  is  unfpeakabie. 

Thanks  be  unto  God  that  gave  us  not  a  fervant,  not 
an  angel,  net  a  friend,  but  his  Son,  Not  an  adopted 
fen,  but  his  own  Son  by  eternal  generation  :  "  A  Son, 
who  is  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  image  of  his  Perfon."  Yea,  he  gave  us  his  only 
Son,  to  die  as  a  facrifice  in  our  room  !  How  bitterly 
did  Jacob  bewail  the  parting  with  one  fon,  when  he  had 
eleven  bt  hind  !  But  God  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
and  the  Son  of  his  love  for  us  !  It  is  recorded,  as  an  ad* 
mirable  in  (lance  of  Abraham's  obedience,  that  he  was 
willing  to  part  with  his  only  fon  at  God's  command. 
Gen.  xxii.  12.  **  Now  X  know  that  thou  feareft  God, 
feeing  thou  haft  not  withheld  thy  fon,  thine  only  fon, 
from  me."  But  what  was  Abraham's  fon  to  God's 
eternal  Son,  the  fccond  Perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity  ! 
a  Son  that  was  his  equal !  a  Son  in  whom  his  foul  de- 
lighted !  a  Sou  that  never  dilpleafed  him  at  any  time  ! 

How 


I 


Ucw  Uttetiy  did  David  moura  at  parting  wkh  a  xthtl* 
lio^%  (bfi  I/*  O  AUaiom,  my  foa»  ttijion,  vrovAd  to 
God  I  had  died  for  thee/'  &c.  But  what  are  all  the 
fenft  of  meni  of  ten  tboutand  worlds  full  of  men,  or  as 
many  heavcaB  full  of  axigelsj  to  the  beloved  Son  of  God^ 
whom  all  the  angels  wor&ip  and  adore  !  And  yet-thia 
is  the  gift  which  God  gives  us.  In  giving  this  gift^ 
divine  bounty  bath  ftr«tched  *  itfelf  to  the  uttermofl; : 
He  cottfd  have  created  a  million  of  heavens  more  bright* 
BXid  milUoiis  of  angels  moK  glorious,  for  us  ^  but  a 
more  g loriottd  Son  he  had  not»  nor  couki  have ;  a  great* 
er  gilc  be  had  not  in  aii  his  treafures,  than  his  own  co- 
eternal  and  confubftaAtial  Soq«  yet  he  makes  a  free  gift 
0f  him  to  us  !  O  who' would  not  give  thanks  unto  God 
for  this  hi«  unfpeakable  gift  2  And  who  xirould  not  p»irt 
with  all  the  world,  to  have  an  intereft  10  this  gift  f<:aled  , 
to  him  at  the  Loid's  table  !  This  is  tlie  gift  that  fweet- 
ctts  all  otbitr  gifts«  and  with^Mit  which  nothing  in  a 
world  hath  any  fweetnefs  in  it. 

This  gift  of  God  is  moft  free ;  it  was  impoflible  that 
the  world  oould  have  Chtift  any  other  way,  than  as  a 
free  gift»  A  mtn  like  old  Jacob  may  be  bereaved  of 
his  chitdrent  but  it  was  not  poffible  that  God  could  be 
bereaved  of  bis  dear  Son,  Neither  could  we  have  him 
by  purchafe.^  we  were  fo  poor,  we  had  ndthing  where- 
with  ta  purchafe  the  kaft  bleffing.  And  what  though 
all  the  rkhes  of  ihc  world  had  beea  ours,  though  all 
its  mountains  had  been  gold,  pearls,  or  diamonds,  they 
wouU  aot  have  been  fufficient  to  puri:ha(e  one  fight  oif 
this  gift,  far  lefs  a  right  to  it*  Nor  eould  ever  any  mo- 
tive be  found  out  lot  bellowing  this  gift,  but  th&  mere 
free  loveof  God,  John  iti.  19.  "  God  fo  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  :"  As  if  h& 
bad  fatd,  fince  the  world  hath  no  merit,  nor  price, 
worth  nor  motive,  to  obtain  this  bielTtng,  i  jud  make 
a  free  gift  of  him  to  the  world  :  Take  ham  freely,  poor 
beggars  of  Adam's  family  (  take  him,  and  he  will  en- 
rioh  you  all !  And  O  how  feaionable  and  uaexpe£bediy 
was  this  gift  given  !  Adam,  when  he  came  trembling 
before  God  after  4m  fall»  looking  for  his  final  dt>om, 
did  Uttle  cxped  fuch  a  gift,  until  God  himfelf,  to  the 
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aftonidiinent  of  angels  and  men,  promifed  the  feed  of 
the  woman.  Who  could  have  thought,  that  the  great 
God  would  have  gifted  his  dear  Son  to  fuch  vile  wretch- 
es, finners  that  vere  not  feeking  him  !  .Nay,  who  of 
mankind  could  have  defired  fuch  a  gift  ?  Indeed,  when 
we  had  been  periQiing,  we  might  have  looked  up,  and 
cried,  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us  :  Bat  who  would 
have  faid,  O  give  the  Son  of  thy  love  to  bear  the  wrath 
due  to  us  !  We- neither  defervcd,  nor  defired  this  gift, 
but  God  gave  it  moft  freely  and  furprifingly !  When 
Adam  broke  God's  covenant,  he  was  purfued  with  a 
cry,  "  Adam,  where  art  thou  ?'*  Doubtlefs,  Adam  ex- 
pcfted  a  terrible  blow  from  the  fwOrd  of  juftice  ;  but, 
behold,  he  is  purfued  with  a  cry,  and  the  unfpeakable 
gift  in  the  Crier's  hand  !  O  how  furprifing  was  this  to 
poor,  trembling,  guihy  Adam  !  What  caufc  bad  he  to 
cry,  "  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift !" 
Whatjball  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  fuch  a  Gift  i  And  the 
fame  caufe  have  we. 

O  wonderful  love  !  this  free  gift  is  offered  freely  to 
the  pooreft  creature  of  Adam's  family  \  fo  that  fuch  an 
one  as  I,  am  warranted  to  accept  end  embrace  it,  and 
make  fure  my  intereii  in  it  5  "  Lord,  I  believe,  help 
thou  my  unbelief.''  Many  covet  other  gifts,  but  I 
covet  this  bell  Gift,  this  enriching  Gift ;  this  is  a  law- 
ful covetoufnefs :  I  receive  this  Gift  of  God  into  my 
bofom,  into  my  very  heart.  O  that  I  had  the  marks 
of  thofe  who  poflefs  this  Gift,  and  are  truly  thankful 
for  it !  Can  I  lay,  that  this  Gift  is  truly  precious  in  my 
eyes,  and  that  I  efteem  it  far  above  all  temporal  gifts 
whatfomever  :  Thar  I  am  oft  thinking  upon  his  match- 
lefs  excellency,  his  low  (loop  and  condefcending  love ; 
and  do  I  frequently  break  out  with  the  Pfalmift,  *'  whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  I  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
I  defire  befides  thee."  Have  I  low  thoughts  of  myfelf, 
as  unworthy  that  Chrift  {hould  come  under  my  roof, 
reckoning  myfclf,  with  Paul,  '^  the  lead  of  all  faints, 
and  chief  of  finners  ?  Do  I  renounce  all  Chriil's  rivals 
and  competitors,  fuch  as  my  beloved  luils,  and  beloved 
pghteoufnefs  ?  Do  1  count  ail  my*  doings  and  duties, 
^^  but  lofs  and  dung"  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ? 


lOo  I  take  the  crown  off  every  head,  and  put  it  upon 
Ghrift's  head,  and  give  him  all  the  glory  of  my  falva- 
tion  arid  fay,  that  "  in  the  Lord  Jefus  only  I  have  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  ftrength  ?"  Am  I  careful  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  would  difhonour  Chrilt  ?  and  do  I  fay  to 
every  temptation  that  offers,  "  How  (hall  I  do  this 
wickednefsi  and  fin  againft  God,"  or  bring  a  reproach 
upon  Chrift  and  his  ways  !  Do  I  rejoice  when  Chrifl: 
is  honoured^,  his  throne  raifed,  his  glory  advanced,  and 
his  fubje&s  increafed';  and  when  ftrangers  and  young 
ones  are  drawn  to  love  and  admire  him  ?  Am  I  ofteii 
faying,  **  What  (hall  1  render  unto  the  Lord  for  his 
unfpeakable  Gift  ?"  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprefs  my 
thankfulnefs  :  I  have  nothing  to  give  him  ;  but  I'll  ren- 
der all  I  have  to  him,  my  foul,  my  body,  myiove,  my 
praifes,  my  time,  my  talents,  my  walk  and  converfition. 
Lord,  accept  of  my  two  poor  mites,  foul  and  body,  in 
token  of  my  gratitude,  for  God's  redeeming  love  and 
itee  Gift  -,  and  make  me  fit  for  giving  thee  thanks  e« 
ternally  for  this  unfpeakable  Gift :  O  that  I  could  ap^ 
ply  thefe  bleffed  marks  to  myfelf. 

And  O  what  thanks  do  I  owe  to  my  dear  Saviour^ 
that  willingly  fubmitted  to  be  Heaven's  Gift  to  the 
children  of  men,  yea  frankly  offered,  and  gave  himfelf 
to  be  a  Sacrifice  for  them,  to  drink  of  the  brook  in  the 
way,  even  the  cup  of  God's  wrath,  that  we  might  drink 
the  cup  of  God's  blefTing  I  O  how  low  was  our  fall^ 
that  nothing  could  raife  us  up  again,  but  the  low  abafe- 
ment  of  the  Son  of  God  !  And  O  how  low  was  the 
ftep  that  he  behoved  to  make  to  recover  us  !  The  Son 
of  God  mud  be  tread  upon  as  a  worm  !  The  almighty 
Phyfician  muft  come  from  heaven,  and  let  his  heart  be 
pierced,  to  prepare  a  medicine  to  cure  our  difeafe  !  He 
that  "  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  witli  God," 
muit  be  made  equal  to  robbers  and  murderers !  He 
muft  not  only  futter  death,  but  defertion  alfo,  from  God, 
from  man,  and  the  whole  creation  !  He  gave  himfelf 
not  only  to  fuffer  the  pangs  of  death,  but  the  pains  of 
hell ;  not  only  the  forrgws  of  dying  men,  but  the  for- 
rows  of  damaed  fouls  !  O  unfpeakable  Gift  1 
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MEDITATION    XX; 

from  Luke  ix*  22.      The  Son  of  Man  mtji  ft^cr  mattf 

OU&  Lc»rd  oft  fpoke  of  his  f uSerings  to  hU  dftciples^ 
becaufe  he  would  have  them  deeply  imprinted  opoa 
the  hearts  of  all  his  peoplei  that  they  might  always 
think  upon  them,  and  carry  about  with  them  the  dying 
of  the  Lord  Jefas«  As  Chrift  fofetold  his  fufleriogs 
before  hand,  fo  they  came  exa£kly  to  pafs.  He  find  he 
mu&fujffer  many  things  for  his  people,  and  accordingly 
he  did  to :  Let  me  view  his  fufierings  before  I  go  to 
commemorate  them  at  his  table. 

1. 1  muft  confider  him  that  fufiered  many  things  for 
us;  the  Spirit  of  God  requires  us  to  consider  the  High- 
Prieft,  who  he  is,  Heb.  ii.  z*  Though  he  calls  himfelf 
m  the  text  the  Son  of  man,  as  to  his  human  nature  \ 
yet  h^  is  alfo  the  Son  of  G6d  as  to  his  divine  nature ) 
yea,  God  equal  with  the  Father,  the  great  God  our 
Saviour :  This  God-man,  die  WONDERFUL,  is  our 
High-Prieft,  that  fuJSered  many  things  for  us.  He  is 
our  glorious  Immanuel,  the  innocent  and  immaculate 
Lamb  of  God,  that  had  not  the  leaft  fpot  or  crime  of 
his  own  to  fufFcr  for.  Ht  is  the  brightncfs  of  his  Fa- 
thet's  glory,  the  cipreft  image  of  his  Pertbn ;  he  is  the 
King  oi  kings  and  Lord  of  i^ds.  He  that  fufi^red,  is 
he  that  went  always  about  doing  good  to  perfons  of 
all  forts,  and  <ieferved  well  of  thofe  ^wko  perfecuted 
and  crucified  him.     He  is  the  great  lover  of  mankind,  ' 

and  Friend  of  finners,  cor  glorious  Benefa£kor,  who  re- 
membered us  in  our  low  eftate  >  one  that  comes  under 
the  ni<oft  endearing  charaders  to  us,  as  that  of  our  Fa- 
ther, €01?  Huiba^,  ouv  Brother,  Mafter,  Phygcian,  ^ 
SLanfomer,  &c.  Now  wiU  not  a  fian  be  feniiWe  of  the 
fuffcrings  of  his  father,  or  a  wife  of  the  f«i#erings  of 
her  hu&and  ^  Qr  one  brothet  be  touched  with  the  fuf- 
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fetiags  of  another  ?    This  is  the  great  High  Prieft  that 
fuffeted  many  things  for  us* 

2.  I  am  to  confider  the  many  things  he  fuffered* 
Ah,  they  are  fo  great,  fo  Yarious  and  manifold,  I  can* 
not  recount  nor  conprehend  them !  I  may  fay,  be 
fuffcred  in.  both  natures :  though  his  Godhead  could 
not  properly  fuffer  grief  or  pain,  yet  it  fnlsred  an  e- 
clipte  for  thirty  three  years,  except  a  (bort  time  it  Ifaofie 
foith  on  mount  Tabor«  He  fufFered  many  things  tJt 
his  human  nature,  both  in  foul  and  bodv  \  he  was  per* 
fecuted,  tempted,  calumniated,  betrayed,  bound,  mock- 
ed, fpit  on,  buffeted,  fcourged,  wounded,  crowned  with 
thorns,  and  crucified.  He  fuffered  in  all  his  offices  s 
he  wu  mocked  as  a  Prophet,  and  bid  pfophefy  who 
fmote  him  ;  and  as  a  Pritft,  be  was  bid  fave  himfelf  s 
feeing  he  pretended- to  {afe  others ;  as  a  King,  he  was 
mocked  with  an  old  purple  robe  and  thorny  crown : 
he  fuffered  in  his  honour  and  reputation  \  being  difgrac- 
cd  and  reproached  by  men,  called  a  Samaritan^  one  pof« 
feffed  of  the  devil,  a  blafphcmer,  a  glutton,  a  drunkard^ 
a  fediicer,  &c.  he  was  even*  overwhelmed  withcalun^ 
ny  :  he  fu&red  as  a  blafphemer  againft  God,  as  a  trai- 
tor to  Cjefar,  and  an  enemy  to  Mofes'  law,  though  he 
was  entirely  free  of  them  all :  he  was  wounded  and 
pierced  in  all  parts  of  his  body,  in  his  head,  hands  and 
feet ;  in  his  cheeks,  back  and  fide :  He  fuffered  in  his 
outward  goods,  being  fpoiled  of  all  things,  and  evea 
ftript  of  his  clothes  to  his  very  Ikin,  and  nailed  to  the 
crofs  naked  :  he  fuffered  in  ^11  his  five  fenfes ;  hi^^gbt^ 
with  the  fpiteful  carriage  of  thofe  that  paffed  by  wag- 
ging their  heads  \  hih  hearings  with  their  blafphemous 
talk  \  his/mei/f  with  the  noifom  favour  of  the  ikulls  of 
the  dead  ;  hie  iqfie,  with  vinegar  and  gall ;  \k\%  feelings 
with  thorns  and  nails  piercing  his  head,  hands  and  feet* 
'-^-He  fuffered  in  the  moft  tender  and  and  finewy  parts 
of  his  body  by  the  tormenting  nails,  efpecially  being 
violently  (Iretched  out,  and  probably  disjomted,  to  make 
them  reach  to  the  holes  \  therefore  he  iaith,  Pfal.  xxii. 
16,  17.  ''  They  have  digged  my  hands  and  my  feet,  I 
may  tell  all  my  bones ;  they  look  and  ft  are  upon  me.^ 
He  fuffered  moft  of  all  in  bis  foul^  and  its  noble  facul- 
ties ; 
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ties :  How  great  was  the  agony  and  travel  of  his  finif^ 
when  he  fwate  blood  in  the  garden  through  aU  the  poretf 
of  his  body  !  O  how  great  was  the  anguifh  Qf  his 
mind  upon  his  heavenly  Father's  deferting  him,  which 
made  him  fend  forth  a  dreadful  cry  to  heaven  for  re* 
lief,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  r" 
Then  it  was  he  cried  and  groaned  under  the  prefiure, 
but  no  relief  appeared ;  there  was  none  to  anfwer,  e- 
very  door  was  fhut  againft  him  :  Itx  at  this  time  his 
own  Sun,  his  own  Heaven,  his  own  Father,  his  own 
Godhead,  did  all  hid»  their  faces  and  confolation^  from 
him  !  O  the  many  things  he  fuffered  for  us,  they  can- 
not be  numbered. 

3.  I  am  to  confider  from  whom  the  Son  of  Man  fuf- 
fered. He  fuffered  from  all  bauds  j  from  earth,  from 
hell,  from  heaven ;  from  men,  from  devils,  from  in- 
finite juftice.  He  fuffered  from  all  forts  of  men ;  from 
king  Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  who  mocked  him  and 
fet  him  at  nought ;  from  the  Jewifh  priefts  and  rulerSi 
"who  cruelly  ufcd  and  perfecuted  him  to  death  ;  from 
governor  Pilate,  who  fcourged  and  condemned  him  to 
be  crucified  :  He  fuffered  from  the  Jews  and  from  the 
Romans,  from  the  clergy  and  from  the  lawyers,  from 
ibldiers  and  fervants,  from  great  ones  and  commons,  and 
even  from  thofe  he  had  done  much  good  unto :  He  fuf- 
fered from  thofe  whom  he  came  to  fave  and  wa(h  by 
Jiis  blood  ;  for  there  were  three  thoufand  of  thofe  who 
crucified  him,  or  were  aftive  in  his  fuffcrings,  that  were 
converted  to  him  by  Peter's  fermon,  Adts  ii.  He  fuf- 
fered not  only  from  cnenriies,  but  from  profeffed  friends 
and  difciples,  one  of  thefe  betrayed  and  fold  him,  ano- 
ther of  them  denied  and  abjured  him,  and  all  the  rell 
forfopk  him,  and  left  him  alone  to  fuffer  ip  the  midft 
of  devils  and  ruffians  infulting  over  him:  he  fuffered 
from  the  devils,  aid  all  the  powers  of  hell ;  thofe  dogs 
and  bulls  of  Baflian  were  all  let  loofe  to  tear  and  gore 
him  in  his  lad  fuffcrings  ;  "  for  this  (he  faid)  was  their 
hour. and  power  of  darkncfs."  But,  which  was  worft 
of  all,  he  fuffered  alfo  from  heaven  5  for  he  being  fub- 
ftiruted  in  the  room  of  finners,  a  juft  and  a  holy  God 
aflcd  as  an  inexorable  Judge  towards  him,  he  jFrowne^ 

terribly 
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terribly  upon  him,  fmote  him  with  the  fword  of  juftice, 
and  withdrew  all  the  feeling  of  his  loving  kindnefs  from 
him,  and  all  the  thofe  divine  influences  which  might  a« 
ny  way  rcfrerti  his  troubled  foul  in  the  hour  of  his  great- 
eft  need  :  and  thus  he  fell  a  facrificc  to  incenfed  juftice 
for  our  heinous  guilt  and  provocations.  At  this  time 
a  fearful  black  cloud  was  fpread  over  the  glorious  Sun 
I  of  righteoufnefs,  never  was  there  any  fuch  eclipfc  Teen 

or  heard  of  as  this  !  For  a  candle  to  be  put  out  is  no 
great  matter,  but  for  the  fun  to  be  darkened,  is  very 
uncommon  :  But  though  fun,  moon,  and  (tars  had  all 
been  blown  out  at  once,  it  would  be  nowife  fo  am-izihg 
as  the  darkening  of  the  eternal  San  of  righteoufnefs 
upon  the  crofs  !  A  ftrange  and  njarvelious  fight  ! 
What  meant  the  heat  of  this  great  anger  ?  Mull  even 
the  Creator, himfelf  fufFcr  for  the  creature's  fins  ?  Maft 
he  fufFer  fuch  a  lond  of  wrath  as  make  him  cry  out  to 
ihe  aftonilhment  of  angels  and  men  ! 

4.  I  am  to  confider  the  High  Prieft,  and  for  whom 
it  was  he  fuiFered  thefe  great  and  man^  things*  He  fuf- 
fercd  not  for  himfclf,  for  he  never  offended,  either  a- 
gainft  God  or  man,  aiid  deferved  no  punifhment :  he 
fufFered  none  for  fallen  angels,  they  muft  all  fuflFer  for 
themfelves :  it  was  only  for  men  of  Adam's  race,  that 
were  debtors  to  juftice  and  prifoners  of  wrath  ;  he  fuf- 
fered  for  creatures  moft  undeferving,  for  fe\)els,  and  for 

.  many  that  were  his  greateft  enemies ;  and  even  for 
thofc  who  were  his  murderers  and  executioners,  for  he 
both  prayed  and  was  lizard  for  them,  when  they  were 
pouring  out  his  biood. 

5.  Let  me  confider  with  what  afFofkion  he  fuffered 
all  thefe  things  for  us.  It  was  with  ardent  love  ta  pe- 
rifhing  fouls,  which  many  waters  could  not  quench  ; 
with  fervent  wilhings  and  longings  for  the  hour  of  his 
paf&on,  "  1  have  a  baptifm  to  be  baptifed  with,  and 
how  am  I  ftraitened  until  it  be  accompiifhed  ?" — with 
great  liberality.  It  is  not  the  blood  of  his  finger,  or  a 
part  of  his  blood,  that  he  would  (hed  for  us ;  no,  be 
would  needs  pour  out  all  his  blood,  and  even  his  heart- 
jblocd  too,  and  with  that  he  poured  out  his  foul  alfo, 
}fa.  liii. '  Why  would  he  bs  fo  liberal  ?  that  with  him 

there 
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itittt  tM^sXht plentHus  redemption^  Pial.  aaoi,  'j*  He 
fufiered  with  great  meeknefs,  patiencci  and  refignation  5 
ti'heti  he  fufi^redy  he  threatened  not,  but  was  led  as  » 
fteep  to  the  flaiighter,  dumb,  not  opening  his  mouth : 
uith  great  humility  and  felf^denial^  content  to  be  as  a 
•*  worm  and  ho  man/'  to  bring  glory  to  his  Father : 
with  a  thirfty  2eal  for  the  fBivattoti  of  fouls,  and  for 
completing  the  work  of  our  redemption  ^  and  henoe 
it  was  he  cried  on  the  crofs,  ^*  I  thirfty"  and  glad  when 
he  could  fay,  «  It  is  finiihcd.** 

O  what  caufe  have  I  to  obey  his  dying  charge,  tp  go 
to  this  memorial4^eaft,  and  to  think  upon  and  wonder 
at  the  matchlefs  love  of  Chrift»  that  made  him  willing 
to  fuffer  fo  matiy  things  for  fuch  wretched  creatures  as 
I  am*  He  knew  well  enough  before-hand  what  our  (al« 
ration  would  coft  him»  yet  he  willingly  undertook  it, 
faying,  upon  the  firft  tnotion  of  it,  *'  Lo  1  come.*'  But, 
faith  God  to  him)  if  you  will  engage  in  this  work,  you 
mufl  undeily  my  ^rath,  and  be  handled  as  if  you  were 
the  finner  in  law ; — Well,  faith  Chrift,  "  I  come  to  do 
thy  wiH,  O  God  :''  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  terms  :  let 
the  cup  be  never  fo  bitter,  1  will  drink  it  ere  thefe  mi« 
ferable  creatures  do  it.  O  loving  High  Prieft  !  how 
fhall  I  think  tf  thy  fufferings  without  raptures  of  love 
and  admiration  !  I  had  been  in  hell,  if  thou  hadft  not 
been  in  an  agony  here  5  I  had  for  ever  been  fo^rch- 
ed  there,  if  thou  hadft  not  fwatc  here ;  yea,  not  only  f, 
but  all  the  pofterity  of  Adam  had  pcrilhed,  if  thou  hadft 
not  fuffered  thefe  wany  things  for  them:  Surely  the 
weight  of  wrath,  which  made  thee  heavy,  and  caufed 
Hfhee  fall  to  ground,  fweat,  groan  and  cry,  would  have 
funk  all  mankind  into  hell  for  ever*  O  what  ingrati"' 
rude  muft  it  be  to  refnfe .  Chtift's  offers  and  terms  ^f 
faivation,  after  what  he  has  fu^ered  to  purchafe  it ! 
Was  he  at  fo  much  pains  to  obtain  redemption  for  us, 
and  will  we  be  at  no  pains  to  get  an  intereft  in  it !  Dad 
he  (bed  blood,  and  will  not  I  drop  tears  ^  lK>rd,  pity 
^his  heart  of  tninc.  - 
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MEDITATION    XXL 

Fn)XB  John  z  viii.  4.  JefitSy  iaauitag  ajl  things^  th^t  JbauU 
€(me  upon  btm^  tuetft  forth ^  fee* 

CHRIST  forcknrw  a«  hie  fuffcringi^  with  all  their 
iagvediema,  befove  they  came  upoa  hiniy  yet  he  wit 
lingly  and  r^folutely  went  forth  to  meet  them.  He 
wiU  not  &ect  nor  hide  bimfelf  from,  his  porfccutorr, 
bvt  caA  htmfelf  in  ihetr  vi^f«  He  0w  the  eup  ef 
wr«th  n^lnttl  aad  ready  for  htm,  and  now  as  it  wefc,  he 
Teaches  forth  hia  hand  tp  take  it.  When  the  people 
weadd  have  forced  him  to  a  crown,  he  hid  hirpfetf 
from  th^iB,  John  vi.  15.  But  when  they  would  fovee 
him  to  a  crofs,  he  offered  himfetf  to  them,  knowing 
that  his  hour  was  come  to  fulfil  his  furetyflrpp  for  usi 
tnd  eomplete  our  redcmi^n.  Xlfon  this  account  he 
ffiade  hW  fu9erif)gs  welcomey  ^and  the  paflbver  that  inr 
tloduc«d  themi  Luke  xxii.  ijt  *^  With  defira  have  t 
defir<ad  to  e4t  this  pa&ver*''  He  abhorred  all  counfela 
that  tendkxl  to  hinder  him ;  and  rebuked  Peter  atfniai^ 
ly  for  difiuadirig  him  from  fuffering,  as  be  would  have 
dox^  fiican  bimfdft  Maitb«  xvi*  23..  And  though  all 
.  \m  difcipiea  would  hare  difibaded  him,  John  xi.  8.  he 
m^rohed  with  great  forwardaefs  to  Jeruialemi  where 
I  he  i^atoid  the  Uoodjr  tragedy  was  to  be  aded )  he 

haft^ne^  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  place  of  fuffertng  : 
li^ea,  be  went  fo  faft  to  it,  that  his  dUcIples  were  »- 
laaaeA  at  it,,  and  afraid  to  foUow  him,  Maitth  xx.  li. 
JVlark  X,  3^.  They  w^re  behind  him,  and  would  have 
iA\iiVk  behind  sdtogether,  had  it  not  been  for  (hame, 
aiid  let  htm  go  9lpne  ;  they  were  am'azed  to  fee  a  man 
haften  fo  fad  to  a  bloody  death  :  But  he  would  not 
ftopk  tfaoju^  they  had  all  left  him,  a&  they  did  after- 
wards And  wlmn  his  time  was  come  i^o  be  appre^ 
handed,  be  wiH  netti^er  \tt  Petev  defend  inm,  nor  an- 
gels refcue  him,  thouigh  there  were  twtrlve  legions  ^ 
bis  call :  One  angel  would  have  been  fufE^icnt  to  do  it^ 
m  one  word  iron^  his  own  mouth  \  but,  lailh  he,  **  The 
cup  my  Father  hath  given  me  to  driaki  ihall  I  nqt 
Vol.  III.  Tt  drink 
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drink  it  ?**  Wherefore  when  they  accufed  him  of  4>Iaf- 
phemy  againft  God,  and'of  enmity  to  Cacfat  and  Mo- 
fes's  law,  and  things  he  was  pcrfeflly  innocent  of,  he 
would  make  no  legal  defence  to  fave  his  life  before  Pi* 
late,  but  held  his  peace,  in  fo  much  that  Pilate  marvel- 
led  greatly.  He  might  think  it  was  eafy  f6r  him  to  an« 
fwer  all  they  faid,  but  he  knew  not  the  reafon  of  our 
Lord's  (ilence  ;  viz.  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  hinder 
the  elefi's  redemption,  which  he  had  undertaken.  And, 
as  he  was  filent  before  Pilate,  fo  was  he  before  divine 
juftice,  and  would  do  nothing  to  divert  the  ftroke  : 
£oon  might  he  have  refcucd  himfelf  when  juftice  drew 
the  fword,  by  faying,  "  Father,  thcfe  fins  are  not  mine:" 
No,  he  is  filent,  and  takes  with  the  charge,  as  if  he  had 
committed  them  all.  On  me,  faith  he,  be  the  curfc ; 
I  will  be  the  facrifice  for  thefe  loft  ftieep*  O  love,  un« 
fpeakable ! 

The  reafons  of  my  Saviour's  willingnefs  to  fuffer  are 
obvious ;  he  knew  it  was  his  Father's  will  he  (hould 
fuflFer,  and  therefore  he  faid,  Pfal.  xl.  "I  delight  to  do 
thy  will,  O  my  God.*'  He  knew  it  would  greatly  dif* 
play  the  glory  of  the  divine  attributes,  that  was  fullied 
ty  oxtr  fins ;  it  would  highly  magnify  his  love  to  his 
iheep,  John  x,  ••  I  lay  down  my  life*  for  my  flieep  :'*  I 
do  it  of  myftlf,  freely,  without  compulfion  :  It  was  ne-. 
ceifary  to  make  his  facrifice  acceptable  and, well  pleafing 
unto  God.  The  Heathens  would  not  offer  a  facrifice 
to  their  Gods  that  came  ftruggiing  to  the  altar ;  fo  e- 
very  facriEce  offered  to  the  true  God  muft  be  a  free 
will  offering,  a^  we  would  have  it  of  a  fwcet  fmelting 
favour  unto  him.  This  Chrift  hath  taught  us  by  his 
example,  and  upon  this  account  God  hath  twice  pro- 
claimed from  heaven,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  ia 
whoH)  I  am  well  pleafed." 

O  was  Chrift's  willingnefs  to  fuffer  for  finntrs  fo 
well-pleafing  to  the  Father,  and  Ihali  it  not  render  him 
moll  ^imiibk  and  lovely  to  us  ?  Sureljr  the  Mediator's 
frank  and  cheerful  undertaking  to  ftiffer  fo  much  for 
us,  when  unrequired  by  us,  is  a  favour  infinitely  kind 
and  obliging,  and  doth  command  raptures  of  love  and 
praife  frobi .  \xi  when  we  celebrate   bis  holy  fuppep. 

What 
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Wluit  a  moving  fij^ht  is  it  to  the  eye  of  faith,  to  be*, 
hold  our  glorious  Imfnantiei  voluntarily  ftating  himfelf 
in  out  law  room  without  the  foUciring  of  any  creature, 
and  engaging  cheerfully  to  go  through  fatan's  buiFct^- 
ings,  death's  pangs,  and  hell's  flames  for  us  !  With 
what  elevat'd  thoughts,  and  raifed  afFed^ionSi  ihould 
we  admire,  love  and  praife  a  Crucified  Jefus,  who  did 
all  this  willingly  and  unrequired  for  us  !/Oh,  he  never 
had  fo  good  will  to  eat  when  hungry,  as  he  had  to  fuf« 
fcr  and  fatisfy  jufticc  for  us  !  Hence  it  is  faid,  "  My 
meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to  fi- 
niOi  his  work,V  John  iv.  34^  Here  is  food,  moft  de- 
licious for  faith  to  feed  upon  at  the  Redeemer's  table* 
Again,  from  this  willingnefs  of  Chrifl  to  fuffer  for  us, 
I  have  good  ground  to  conqlude  his  willingnefs  to  re^ 
ceive  us,  when  we  come  to  him  by  faith  to  partake  of 
the  fruits  of  his  fufferings.  O  how  can  anv  believer, 
or  fenfible  finner,^  qucdion  or  doubt  of  Chrilt's  willing* 
nefs  to  help  and  fave  them,  who  was  fo.  willing  to  of- 
fer himfelf  a  facrifice  to  juftice  for  them  ^  Surely  he  is 
far  more  willing  to  fave,  than  any  fmner  is  to  repent  or 
believe.  And  from  this  I'll  take  my  encouragement 
to  come  to  him  :  Since  my  loving  Jefus  came  willingly 
as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter  for  finners,  V\\  venture, 
with  humble  confidence,  to  go  to  this  meek,  pafiiOnate, 
fweet  natured  Lamb,  for  pity  and  help  in  the  time  o£ 
my  need,  trufting  he  will  not  reje£i  me,  nor  any  that 
comes  to  him  upon  hia  call  in  ti^e  gofpeL  "  I  believe. 
Lord,  help  my  unbelief/' 

O  did  Chrift  fuffsr  the  pains  of  death  and  hell  fo 
willingly  for  us,  and  fl)all  not  we  be  willing,  to  fuffer 
the  reproachings  and  rcvilings  of  men,  or  any  other  per* 
fecution,  for  him?  And  when  any  fuch  injuries,  are 
done  us,  (hall  not  we  bear  them  with  meeknefs  and 
patience  after  Chriil's  example,  who  fubmitted  cheer- 
fully to  every  thing  he  knew  to  be  his  Father's  will  i 
Though  he  was  perfeftly  innocent,  and  met  with  the 
(create ft  provocation  from  wicked  men,  yet  he  patient- 
ly, bore  them  \  taking  all  as  out  of  his  Father^s  hand^ 
who  had  mingled  the  cup  for  him.  Therefore,  when 
he  was  leviled,  he  reviled  not  again  \  he  could  have 
T  t  3  told 
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ivith  me,  or  take  me  up  to  thee.  O  muft  I  ftay  behkul 
thee  amidft  the  tnfedious  defilements  and  enfnaring  ex* 
amples  of  an  ungodly  world  ?  When  I  open  roy  eyc« 
here,  vihat  will  meet  them  but  multitudes  wallowmfir  \n 
pride,  fenfuality,  covetoufnefs,  injuftice,  malice,  envy, 
drunkennc'fs,  gluttony,  unclcannefs,  contempt  of  God 
and  religion  ?  Muft  I  ftay  to  fee  this  horrible  fight, 
the  whole  world  lying  in  wickednefs  ?  Muft  I  ftay  to 
hear  God  daily  difhonoured  by  the  tortgues  of  the  un- 
godly ?  Muft  1  ftay  to  fee  Chrift  (lighted,  wounded, 
and  crucified  afrcfti  by  wicked  men  ?  O  what  danger 
will  I  be  in  of  being  infeftcd  by  their  examples  !  But, 
Lord,  if  I  could  win  away  with  thee,  I  would  be  quite 
out  of  hazard,  and  out  of  the  world.  How  (hall  I  ftay 
behind  thee  in  fuch  an  earthly  tabernacle,  to  be  butden- 
ed  with  bodily  diftrcffes,  ficknefs,  pains,  arid  manifold 
complaints ;  and  amidft  innumerable  lofles,  croftes  and 
difappointments  from  the  creature  ?  How  (hall  I  ftay 
to  fee  fueh  melancholy  divifions,  contentions,,  debates, 
and  feparations,  as  fall  out  among  the  people  of  God  in 
Chrift's  abfence  ?  Muft  I  ftay  behind  thee  to  fuffcrin- 
|uries,  reproaches,  cruel  mpckings,  bad  ufagc  and  per- 
ifecutions,  both  from  the  tongues  and  hands  of  men ; 
and  foroe  times  to  be  torn  as  with  the.  teeth  of  wild 
beafts  ?•*— Hence  this  world  is  called  '^  a  den  of  lions 
and  mountain  of  leopards,"  Cant.  iv.  8.  O  could  I 
win  away  to  heaven  with  Chrift,  I  would  fee  no  lion 
nor  leopard  therew  There  is  none  to  hurt  or  deftroy  in 
all  God's  holy  mountain  above* 

Have  I  feen  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and  muft  I  be 
left  behind  him  ?  Hath  the  communion-table  been 
like  nu>unt  Tabor,  where  he  was  transfigured  before 
my  eyes,  with  his  countenance  ft)ining,  and  his  raiment 
white  as  light  I.  and  muft  I  go  down  trom  the  mount 
again  to  a  land  of  darkncfs,  of  drought,  and  of  perplex- 
ing doubts  and  fears,  where  1  (hall  fometimes  go  mourn- 
ing without  the  Sun  •,  yea,  neither  fun  nor  ftars  appear- 
ing to/ffne  for  many  days  ?  Muft  I  be  put  to  walk 
without  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  and  without 
the  tood  of  my  foul,  communion  with  my  God  ?  Af- 
ter I  have  been  lifted  up,  muft  1  l^y  my  account  with 

being 
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being  caft  down  again,  perhaps  into  depths  like  thcfc 
of  Afaph,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  or  like  thofc  of  Heman,  Pfal. 
]xxxTiii;  with  fears  of  finking  in  the  in »  and  of  falling 
ihoTt  of  heaven  for  ever?  Could  I  win  a^ay  with 
Chrift,  I  would  be  at  once  delivered  from  all  thcfe  fears. 
Hertf  my  knowledge  of  God  is  fmall,  and  often  obfcur- 

.  ed'  with  darkntfs  ;  my  faith  is  weak,  and  often  in  ha« 
zard  of  being  jovcr whelmed  with  unbelief :  here  my 
love  is  cold, .  and  often .  like  to  be  chilled  with  froft- 
wi«da,  from  f.<tan  ami  t\\h  world ;  my  prayers  often 
ate  formal  and  wandering,  my  praifes  low  and  fl  it } 
here  my  heft  Mufties  are  attended  with  many  fliort  com- 
ings and  defeGs.  But,  O  if  I  could  win  t  >  heaven  with 
Chrift,  where  grace  and  holinefs  are  in  perfe£^ion,  I 
would  praife  him  without  wandering-,  and  ferve  him 
without  fin  for  ever  !  Here  fin  ftill  cleaves  to  my  na- 
ture, mixes  itfelf.with  my  fervices,  and  defiles  my  beft 
duties*  Here  I  ftill  carry  about  with  tjie  a  deceitful  and 
treacherous  heart,  wherv-by  I  am  in  hazard  of  backflid* 
ing  from  God,  and  mifcarrying  for  ever,  ftiould  I  be 
left  to  it.  But,  O  were  I  with  Chrift,  I  would  be  free 
of  all  thefe  anxious  thoughts  and  fears*  Lord|  ftay 
here  with  me,  or  take  me  up  to  thee.  * 

But  thou  fayeft,  It  is  expedient  for  me  to  ftay  behind 
JFor  a  time.  Why,  Lord  ?  Muft  I  ftay  that  my  era- 
veiling  graces — my  faith,  hope,  and  patience,— may  be 

'  tried  and  exercifed  here  below,  and  thereby  gradually 
ftrengthened  and  ripened  for  the  perfect  ftate  ?  Muft 
I  ftay  that  1  may  be  conformed  to  my  Head,  both  in 
ferving  and  fuffering  ;  that  thy  wifdom,  power,  and 
mercy,  may  be  glorii^ed  in  condufling  and  preferving 
me  through  all  difficulties  and  dangers  of  this  wilder* 
nefs :  "  Thy  will.  Lord,  be  done,"  only  leave  me  no^ 
alone  y  but,  ^'  for  thy  name's  fake,  lead  me  and  guide 
me."  Or,  is  it  thy  plcafure  to  fufpend  my  heaven  for  a 
while,  that  1  may  promote  thy  glory  on  earth,  be  ufe- 
ful  to  the  fouls  of  others,  and  recommend  my  dear  Re- 
deemer to  thofc  who  know  him  not,  which  is  a  work  { 
cannot  do  in  heaven  ?  O  fit  me  for  it  by  thy  grace, 
and  fill  me  with  zeal  for  thy  glory.  O  let  thy  king. 
dom  come  upon  earth,  that  the  kingdom  of  gloiy  may 
be  haftened. 

Thou 
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Thoii  fiyeftf  It  is  expedient  fqr  thee  to  }p>  9Wi7. 
Why,  Lord  ?  Mtift  thou  thyfclf  fee  thy  pcople^s  Fore* 
Ittvmer,  to  cirry  tidings  to  heaven  of  their  complete  re^ 
demptioiir  and  of  their  coming  after  xi[y^  in  their  fere^ 
ral  generations?  Khiit  thou  go  to  open  the  paffagei 
and  pave  the  way  for  accefs  to  their  perfonsand  daties, 
and  prepare  roonis  and  lodgings  for  them  againft  the  ' 
time  they  come  home  i  Miift  thou  g^away  to  be  a 
public  agent -and  intevceffor  for  thypeopJei  under  all 
their  trials  a^id  toflings  here  betow,  andlikewife  Vo^m^ 
vide  and  furni(h  a  rich  and  glorious  commanoon-tabt^ 
for  them  in  thy  Father's  -lioufe  above  ?  Lord«  C^nd  thy 
Holy  Spirit  to  fit  and  prepare  me  and  many  others,  for 
that  blefled  entertainment.  I^ttfd^  when  thou  fjiidft^ 
•*  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I'go  awayj**  thou  didft 
add,  "  For  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  wtil  not 
come  unto  yon."  '  V^hy  ?  it  wasJo  agreed  in  the  coun* 
ctl  of  che  1  rinity,  that  the  fending  of  the  Spirit,  in  hb 
plentiful  effufion,  which  was  to  be  the  purchafe  of 
Chrifl's  death,  fhotild  be  given  in  an  anfwer  to  his  U^ 
teroefiion,  when  he  entered  withtnthe  vaii»  John xiv«  16; 
And  the  Spirit  wa«  to  make  ufe  of  k  as  an  argument  for 
convincing  the  world  of  the  peffe£lk>n  and  acceptable^ 
ne&  of  Chrifl's  facrifice,  that  Chrift  was  now  received 
and  welcomed  into  heaven.  Likewiie,  the  Spirit  waa 
to  be  given  only  upon  ChriQ's  afcenfion,  to  fupply  tfaa 
want  of  his  bodily  prefcBce  to  the  church,  as  being  faia 
better  for  them,  leemg  Chrift's  bodily  prefenee  co^id  bfi 
in  one  place  only  at  once,  but  the  Spirit  is  in  every  place^ 
to  animate  and  put  life  in  ordinances.  May  the  church 
have  this  fiuit  of  Chrift's  afcenCioa  (till  more  and  more.  1 

Lord,  though  thou  haft  gone  away  for  neccfiary  ends,  | 

yet  thy  maniage«comra£t  with  thy  people,  and  the  tove-* 
tokens  thou  giveft  them  in  the  iacrament,  are  ftUQ 
pledges  of  th j  returning  to  pay  them  a  comfortable  vifit 
at  lait,  according  to  that  fwcct  word,  John  xiv.  3.  **  If 
1  go.  and  prepare  a  place-  for  you,  I  will  come  againi 
and  receive  you  to  myfclf,  that  where  I  am,  there  yoo  . 
may  be  alfo* '  O  that  1  may  be  one  of  thofe  to  whom 
Chriii's  viht  at  his  fecond  coming  will  be  joyful  and 
comfortable.    Let  me  examine  pnyfelf  after  the  facnu 

mend 

1 

i 


nftehti  if  I  have  the  matks  of  foch.  Am  I  efpoufed  td 
Chrift  ?  Have  1  a  high  cfteetn  of  the  Bridegroom  ? 
Have  1  fubfctibed  thv^^i^^^g^'COntra^,  and  «one  into 
Chrift'iB  terms  !  Do  I  heartily  approve  the  v/nole  con- 
triVance  of  redemption,  through  the  furetyfliip  and 
r^hteouf^efs  of  Chrift  ?  Have  I  renbuficccl  rfiy  own 
righteoufiicfe}  my  beloved  fins,  and  all  Chriffs  enemies  ? 
Do  I  mourn  for  the  injuries  done  to  Chrift  hy  myfelf 
and  others,  and  rejoice  when  his  intereft  and  kingddoi 
ptofper  in  the  world  ?'  Do  I  mourn  for  Chrift^s  depar- 
ture^ and  the  withdrawing  of  his  Spirit  from  ordinan* 
<*»,  or  from  my  Own  foul  I  Do  I  thirft  for  more  hoft* 
nefe  in  heart  2tvtA  Kfe,  and  for  greater  conformity  and 
Iftetiefs  to  the  glorious  Bridegroom  I  Then  I  may  ex<« 
pcfl  his  vifit  and  return  will  ht  comfort  iWe  to  me,  and 
I  may  rejoice  in  the  view  and  expe£tation  of  it,  and 
acrfwer  Chrift,  when  he  faith.  Rev.  xxii.  20.  •'  Surely 
I  come  quickly ;  Amett,  even  fb  come,  Lord  Jefus  ^  Is  • 
my  Forerunner  now  gone  away  ?  Let  me  follow  him 
arclofely  and  i^edity  as  I  can :  Let  me  follow  him  in 
the  way  of  faith,  in  the  the  way  of  obedience,  in  the 
Way  of  fuiFering,  in  the  way  of  patience,  prayet,  refigna^ 
liooi  deniednefs  to  the  ikrorld,  heavenly-niindednefs,  &C4 

A      I    ■       !■         '    m     I         ir    iiiai^i^— ■  I  ii     I    "ill    111!    Ill li  III    ' 

ME  PIT  ATI  ON    XXin. 

From  Hof.  ii.  19^.    I  wiil  hetiy>tb  thee  unto,  me  for  e^et- 

ABIGAIL  thought  herfelf  highly  honoured,  by  Da- 
vid's propofing  to  match  with  her  i  But  much  mor0 
honoured  are  we,  apoftate  finners  of  Adam's  family, 
by  the  eternal  Son  of  God  his  propofing  to  match  with 
us,  and  courting  us  £b  earneftly  ^  when  he  negle£led. 
angels,  that  feemed  to  be  a  fitter  match  for  him^  in  re- 
fpcft  of  the  fupcrior  dignity  of  their  nature.  Yet  all 
thefe  he  would  pafs  by,  and  ipatch  with  worms !  Q 
how  amazing  is  this  itep !  chat  the  heavenly  Bride- 
groom, whofe  kingdom  is  mighty,  his  riches  infinite, 
arid  his  beauty  furpafiing  ^  that  he  Cbould  chufe  a  bride 

Vol,  III.  U  u  naturally 
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naturally  polluted,  deformed*  uncomely,  and  black  as 
hell !  and'  that  he  (hould  feek  her  through  a  fea  of 
bJood,  thro.ugh  the  pains  of  death,  the  horrors  of  the 
grave,  and  the  torments  of  hell !  And,  after  many  flights 
and  refufals,  that  he  /hould  follow  her  in  her  wander- 
ings through  the  wiidcrnefs  of  (in,  with  his  charming 
invitations,  and  alluring  oflfers  in  th?  gofpel,  prefenting 
her*  with  the  rings  aird  bracelets  of  his  precious  promifes 
and  Spirit's  confoiatiops  ;  and  all  to  win  her  heart,  and 
gjin  her  eonfent  to  him  !  How  aftoniihing  is  it,  to  fee 
this  glorious  Perfon  coming  over  all  obj«!'ftlons  frooa 
the  blacknefs,  guilt,  poverty,  and  unworthinefs  of  the. 
bride»  faying.  Though  (he  be  black,  I'll  make  her  come* 
ly  through  my  comclincfs  put  upon. her  !  Though. ihe 
b<f  mean,  I'll  make  her  noble  !  Though  a  flave,  1*11  make 
licr  free  !  Though  a  fool,  V\\  make  her  wife !  Though  a 
bankrupt,  Til  pay  all  her  debt !  Come  here,  law,  jufticea 
and  all  her  creditorsi  here  full  fati$fa6bion  of  all  that  is 
due  to  you,  take  it,  and  write  her  difcbarge  ?  NoW| 
"  who  can  lay  any  thjng  to  the  charge  of  God's  cled  ?" 
Chrift's  bride  !  Behold  God  difplaying  his  free  love 
here  to  the  uttermoft  !  He  never  difplayed  his  other 
attributes  to  the  utmoft  ^  infinite  wifdom  could  have  con» 
trived  ten  thoufand  worlds  more  beautiful  than  thiSi 
and  infinite powtr  could  have  produced  them.  But  here 
infinite  love  and  merc^  hath  gone  to  the  utmoft  ;  a  great* 
er  demonitration  of  his  love  Chrift  could  not  give^  than 
by  leaving  heaven^  afTuming  a  body,  and  giving  his  life 
for  the  bride ;  nay,  wading  through  hell  for  her,  and,  in 
face  of  all  difcouragements,  courting  and  betrothing 
her  to  bimfelf  for  ever  !  . 

After  many  meetings,  treaties,  and  broken  try  (Is  with 
fome,  the  Bridegroom  is  come  again  to  court  a  bride, 
and  has  fent  his  friends  in  his  name  to  demand  her 
confent,  faying,  as  they  did  to  Rebekah,  Gen.,  xxiv.  58^ 
•*  Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man  ?"  Poor  woman,  lad, 
lafs,  wilt  thou  yield  to  this  glorious  Immanuel  \  many 
former  treaties  have  been  broke  off  by  the  devil,  the 
world,  unbelief,  and  an  ill  heart !  Oh,  will  not  the  long 
fpo!;en  of  match  hold  at  lengh  !  Minifters,  the  Bride- 
groom's friends,  are  doing  their  beft  to  draw  on  ano- 
ther 
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tlicr  meeting  between  the  parties.      Chrift,  I 'fee,  is 
content  to  hold  anotheri  and  it  may  be  the  laft  tryfl  he 
ilrill  fct  with  many.     To  (hew  his  earneftnefs,  he  hath 
ccAvcncd  his  friends,  anjjcis,  faints*  and  amhafTidors, 
to  witnefs  the  fincerity  of  parties  ;  he  hath  put  on  his 
icarlet  robes,  his  garments  dipt  in  blood,  to  win  finnsrs 
hearts  ;   he  hath  brought  the  marriage-contrsft  and 
/pread  it  before  themj  faying,  **  What  think  ye  of  its 
articles  and  terms  ?  Are  ye  pleafed  with  them  ?  Are  ye 
content  to  break  with  fin  and  all  }ny  enemies  >   To  re* 
nounce  the  world,    (elf-righteoufnefs,   and  all   other 
lovers  ?  to  fall  in  with  the  felf-dcnying  way  of  falva- 
tion  through  a  borrowed  righteoufncfs  ?  to  accept  of  me 
in  all  my  offices  ?  to  live  wholly  upon  your  Hufband^ 
borrow  all  of  him,  and  be  an  eternal  debtor  to  him  ?  to 
make  a  furrcnder  of  your  foul  and  body  to  him,  and 
ieal  a  covenant  with  him  at  his  tabte  ?  Are  you  refolved 
to  be  faithful  to  your  Hufband,  cleave  to  him  all  the 
days  of  your  life,  and  be  oft  looking  out  for  his  fecond 
coming  ?  And,  in  the  mean  iime,  to  be  oft  commemo- 
rating his  fufferings,  conflidts,  conquefts,  and  atchive- 
ments,  and  for  that  end  to  be  frequently  looking  on  his 
pi6bure  in  the  facrament,  with  a  believing,  penitent,  and 
thaknful  heart  i  NoW|  what  is  your  anfwer  ^  Lay  your 
hand  to  your  heart.** 

Lord,  unworthy  as  I  ai|i,  I  defire  to  go  forward 
through  all  difficulties,  impediooents,  and  difcourage- 
ment,  and  fay  with  Rebekah^  when  called  to  anfwer, 
"  I  will  go  with  the  man  :'*  And  with  Efthcr, ««  I  will 
go  in  to  the  king."  Though  I  be  not  worthy  of  him, 
yet  he  is  worthy  to  be  obeyed  that  calls  me :  Though 
he  hath  no  need  of  me,  yet  I  have  great  need  of  him  ; 
Though  my  diftance  be  great,  he  allows  me  to  creep 
nearer  to  him  :  Though  I  cannot  move  of  myfelf»  yet  he 
is  able  to  draw  mo,  be  my  clogs  ever  fo  great :  Though 
my  motion  be  fmall,  yet  I  will  not  turn  back,  but  keep 
my  face  toward  him,  and  fix  my  eye  on  him.  As  a 
look  hath  brought  healitig,  fo  a  look  hath  brought 
firength;  yea,  though  he  ^ould  feem  to  frown  on  me, 
and  chide  hie  away  from  him  j  yet,  like  Jonah,  *<  I  will 
look  agjpn  towards  his  holy  temple :"  Though  I  have 
IJ  u  a  n® 
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no  worthbefs  in  myfelf,  yet  he  hath  wofthloefs  enough 
for  roe :  Though  I  be  a  black  and  uocoaoely  bridei  my 
giorious  Hufband  can  beautify  me  with  hts  perfe^ 
^omelinefs  put  upon  me*  Therefore  I  do,  with  all  mf 
heart,  accept  of  him  as  my  Lord  and  Hufband :  Lord* 
1  make  choice  of  thee»  and  all  that  is  thine ;  for  richer^ 
for  poorer,  for  better,  for  worfe ;  for  well,  for  woe  5  for 
profperity,  for  adverfity  t  I  make  choice  (4  thee  for  all 
^ime8  and  conditions,  to  love,  honour^  and  obey  theei 
above  all.  I  renounce  all  other  lords  or  lovers,  and 
will  have  none  but  Chrift  :  I  renounce  my  own  will, 
aud  take  thy  will  for  my  law.  I  efteem  thy  precepts 
concerning  all  things' to  be  right,  and  will  hate  every 
falfe  way  :  I  fubmtt  to  all  thy  providences  and  dealings . 
with  me,  and  am  con^nt  to  take  up  thy  crofs  and,  foU 
low  thee,  whitherfoever  thou  goeft  ^  I  take  thy  ^irit 
for  mf  guide,  thy  word  for  my  rule,  thy  glory  for  my 
fcope^  thy  teftimpnies  for  my  counfellors,  thy  promiifeg 
for  my  encouragement,  thy  fabbaths  for  my  delight,  thy 
p.eople  for  my  compamoas :  Lord  Jefus,  t  lake  thee  for 
my  life,  holinefs  for  my  way,  and  heaven  fbr  mf  home* 
And  as  I  accept  of  thee,  and  all  that  is  thine  ^  fo  {  give 
up  myfelf  %o  thee,  and  aU  that  is  mine,  foul  and  )K)!dy, 
with  all  my  faculties  swd  affe&ions,  fenfts^  and  mem«i 
bers,  to  be  thy  agents  and  inftrumrats ;  with  all  my 
enjoyments  to  be  emptoyed  for  thy  ufe  and  femrice, 

^'  I  wiU  go  with  the  man^"  diough  I  fee  him  all  over 
w.Qunded,  mangled,  and  bleedings  and  Ms  vifage  jarred 
with  the  virounds,  ftripes,  and  blows,  which  he  got  from 
men  and  devils.  Nay,  I  (tt  him  even  in  this  mangled 
condition,  to  be  fairer  than  all  the  fons  of  men,  and  all 
t:he  foi^s  of  God  top  \  for  I  fee  him  f  ^  wounded  for  my 
tr^iifgreffions,  and  bruifed  for  my  iniquities,  that  by  his 
ilripefi  (  might  be  healed«''  I  fee  Kim  a  match  every 
way  fuitaUe  fpr  me,  that  can  funply  all  niy  needs  :  I 
am  a  poor  dying  worm,  bi^t  he  ia  a  iiviog  head  that  caa 
make  mc  live  for  ever :  I  am  a  needy  creati^re  ail  made 
up  of  wants,  but  in  him  doth  all  manner  of  fulnefs 
dwell :  I  want  grace,  bnt  he  hath  all  fulnefs  of  grace 
fuitable  for  me :  I  want  grace  to  believe,  but  he  is  the 
Author  oi  faith:   1  wa^nt  grace. to  repent^  but  be  is  a 

fiinqe 
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Prince  and  Saviour,  exalted  to  gite  repentance*  I  want 
grace  to  pray^  to  heac»  to  c<Hnmumcate9  to  mortify  fin, 
bear  the  crofs,  refill  temptation,  &c.  but  my  Hufband 
hath  all  gracis  to  beftow.  O  let  lAe  be  ftrong  in  the 
grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

O  that  I  had  the  true  ^narks  of  thofe  who  are  di- 
vorced from  the  law,  and  married  to  Chrift  as  their 
Hufband  %  that  I  could  fay,  I  look  upon  all  my  doings, 
in  point  of  acceptance  with  God^  a8  old  rags :  I  live 
v/holly  arid  freely  upon  my  Hu&atnd,  and  take  all  I 
want  from  him  for  nothing  :  I  clothe  myfelf  with  his 
righteoufneft,  and  eflay  the  performance  of  every  duty 
in  his  ftrengtb  :  I  would  defire  to  live  entirely  upon  his 
coft.  I  have  a  heart  love  to  my  Hufband,  and  every  thing 
that  belongs  to  him,  and  a  heart-hatred  to  fin,  and  aver- 
(ion  to  every  thing  that  is  injurious  to  him  :  I  am  defir- 
ous  to  pleafe  him  in  all  things ;  and,  out  of  regard  to  \d% 
dying  command,  I  go  to  his  table,  to  remember  his 
dying  lov&»  and  renew  my  marriage  vows :  I  delight  in 
my  Hufband's  companyi  and  prefs  for  communion  with 
him  in  all  ordinances.  His  honour  is  always  dear  to 
me,  and  I  am  eafy  about  my  own  honour  and  intereft 
in  refpe£l  of  his.  <*  Let  me  decreafe,  but  let  him  in^ 
eveafe.'*  And  in  regard  the  devils  reign  here».  fin  a« 
bounds,  error  and  corruption  prevail ;  I  am  well  pleaf- 
ed  with  tl^e  thoughts  of  Chrift's  fecond  coming  to  pull 
down  Catan's  kingdom^  and  to  confummate  the  mar- 
riage with  me,  suid  all  that  are  efpoufed  to  him,  ani 
fay,  "  Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  ?  Make 
ha^C)  my  beloved ;  evf  n  fo  come,  Lord  Jefus."  O  that 
all  the  world  would  love  him,  exalt  him,  and  fubmit  to 
bia|.  Many  in  different  places  admire  him,  and  fee 
matchlefs  charms  in  htm,  bis  name  to  them  is  as  oint« 
ment  poured  forth,  his  garment^  fmell  of  aloes,  myrrh, 
zXi^  cafifia ;  they  have  beheld  his  iUtely  goings  in  the 
fanSuary :  O  that.aU  the  worid  might  £p  admire  him, 
and  fubmit  to  him  alfo. 
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MEDITATION    XXIV. 

From  Ifa»  liii.  8*     Tof  the  tranfgrejfion  of  my  people  was 
heflrichen. 

OUR  fins  and  tranfgreffions  arc  great  and  various^ 
«nd  therefore  our  Surctj^*8  fufFcrings  for  them  were  I 

fceavyand  manifold  :  he  endured  many  wounds,  bruit  I 

cs,  chaftifements  and  ftripes,  which  would  ftiH  endear  j 

him  the  more  unto  us :  "  For  he  was  wounded  for  our  1 

tranfgreffions,  he  was  bruifcd  for  our  iniquities ;  the  \ 

chaftifement  of  our  peacte  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  1 

ftripes  wc  are  healed,"  ver.  5.     O  who  can  think  on  l 

that  verfc  without  forrow,  or  fpeak  of  it  without  teats  ?  -l 

He  was  wounded  and  bruifcd  to  death,  to  favc  us  frdm 
deadly  wounds  and  bruifes.     And,  whe^  <Iying,  he  left  \ 

us  his  portraiture,  with  the  marks  of  his  wounds,  that 
wc  might  lock  upon  it  at  his  table,  and  rhoiirn  for  our 
fins  which  gave  him  thefe  wounds.  Oh,  can  I  fee  my 
dear  Saviour  all  wounded  and  mangled  by  my  fins,  and 
not  be  deeply  afFecled  for  the  tranfgreffions  for  which 
my  dear  Jefus  was  ftricken  I  Stricken  he  was  many 
ways,  by  many  hands,  by  many  rods,  by  many  ftripcs*  : 

He  was  itricken  by  the  hand  of  God»  by  the  hand  of       *  | 

men,  by  the  hand  of  devils :  ftricken  by  the  rod  of  Mo- 
fes,  the  rod  of  jufticc,  the  rod  of  the  Jews,  &c.  O 
how  early  was  he  ftricken  by  the  ill  ufage  he  met  with 
from  men  ;  being  tbruft  out,  to  be  born  ?n  a  foul  ftable 
and  laid  in  a  manger  ;  and  foon  after  was  he  ftricken 
l^y  the  rod  of  perfecution  and  banlihment,  being  made  j 

to  flee  his  native  country  for  fafety  from  Herod.     All  I 

this  he  fufFercd  for  us,  bccaufe  we  deferved  to  be  de-  j 

prived  of  aH  earthly  accommodations  and  comforts,  and 
to  be  baniflied  from  God  and  heaven  for  ever. 

He  was  ftricken  by  the  rod  of  poverty  and  pinch- 
ing ftraits.  Though  he  was  the  King  of  the  univerfe, 
and  poffcfled  all  the  niches  in  it,  yet,  "  for  our  fakes  he 
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became  poor,  that  wc  through  his  poverty  might  become 
rich,"  2  Cor.  viii.  5,  He  was  not  born  of  a  rich  em- 
prefs,  but  of  a  poor  virgin  ;  not  in  his  own  houfe,  but 
in  another  man's :  He  had  no  houfe  nor  foot  of  ground 
of  his  own,  to  live  or  lodge  in  :  Though  the  "  fox^ahad 
holes,  and  the  birds  nefts,"  yet  he  that  created  them, 
••  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  His  diet  was  oft  a- 
feeking,  and  commonly  very  mean,  barley-bread  and 
fmall  fifhes.  He  had  no  money  to  pay  his  tax,  but 
mud  bprrow  it  from  a  (ilh  of  the  fea :  He  travelled  Rill 
oh  foot,  except  once  he  rode  to  Jcrufalcm  to  fulfil  a 
prophecy.;,  and  then  he  had  neither  horfe  nor  afs  of  his 
own,  but  mud  borrow  another  man's  afs  :  He  had  no 
fine  mounting,  but  the  clothes  of  them  that  followed 
him  :  He  had  no  burial-place  of  his  own,  but  was  1^ 
in  another  man's  ;  and  all  this  he  fubmitted  to  for  our 
fakes.  He  was  alfo  ftricken  by  the  rod  of  fore  labour 
and  toil,  by  working  at  a  mechanic  trade,  until  he  was 
thirty  years  of  age  5  therefore  they  faid,  Mark  vi.  3. 
*•  Is  not  this  the  Carpenter  ?*'  Man,  having  eaten  the 
forbidden  fruit,  was  doomed  to  fore  labour,  that  he 
(hould  eat  his  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  Gen« 
iii.  19  and  tc^^this  doom  our  Surety  fubmitted  for  us. 
Man  broke  God's  covenant  by  eating  of  the  tree,  there- 
fore his  Surety  muft  die  on  a  tree.  Man  idolized  a 
tree,  and  preferred  its  fruit  to  God's  favour ;  therefore 
his  Surety  muft  labour  in  cutting  and  hewing  trees  moft 
of  his  time.  Man  lived  a  life  of  finning,  and  there* 
fore  Chrift  muft  live  a  life  of  labour  and  forrow ;  be 
even  became  a  nian  of  forrows,  Ifa.  liii«  3.  that  we  might 
obtain  everlafting  joy  and  confolation. 

He  was  ftricken  by  mens  reproachful  tongues,  feoffs, 
and  mockeries,  being  called  a  glutton,  wirie-biber,  de* 
ceiver,  Samaritan,  blafphemer»  a  devil ;  and  one  in 
compa£l  with  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  devils.  They 
derided  him  in  all  his  offices,  as  a  Prophet,  by  bidding 
him  prophefy  who  fmote  him  \  as  a  Prieft,  bidding  him 
fave  himfelf,  fince  he  pretended  to  fave  others  ^  as  a 
King,  by  putting  on  him  a  purple  robe,  a  crown  of 
thorns,  and  giving  him  a  mock  fceptre.  Yea,  he  en- 
dured the  moft  cruel  mockings,  and  that  in  the  midft  of 
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his  fharpeft  (uWtxmfts  and  foul-agonies,  when  tie  cried 
out  on  the  bloody  crofs,  E/t^  JE/i,  &c.  O,  fev  they, 
this  man  calls  for  EHas,  playing  on  the  word  EH-  It 
vas  not  QUt  of  ignorance  or  miftake  they  faid  fo,  but 
out  of  n>a]ice  and  derifion  y  for  they  underftood  the 
Hebrew  language  well  enough,  and  knew  he  called  on 
God,  and  that  £/i  fignified,  My  God,  But,  in  their 
fpite,  they  would  reprefeut  him  as  an  idolater ;  and 
when  dying,  that  he  prayed  not  to  God,  but  to  faints 
for  help.  He  was  ftricken  by  the  moft  open  afironts 
and  indignities  from  men,  by  fpitting  in  his  face,  con- 
demning him  to  die  for  blafphemy  againft  God,  and 
treafon  againft  C«far :  By  preferring  Barrabbas,  ai  mur- 
derer, before  him,  and  pofting  him  between  two  thieves,. 
Thus  the  King  of  glory  was  defpifed  and  rcjcfiled  ot 
men  for  us,  Ifa.  liii.  3. 

He  was  ftricken  by  the  fcourgfes  of  platted  cords  on 
his  back,  and  with  the  thorns  they  drove  into  his  head  : 
That  thorny  crown  was  dcfigned  for  torture,  as  well 
as  derifion ;  for,  if  it  had  been  only  to  mqck  bim,  a 
crown  of  ftraw  would  hiivc  fferved  the  purpofe  as  well 
as  one  of  thorns.  He  was  ftricken  by  the  pincers  that 
pluckt  the  hair  oiF  his  cheeks  j  and  by  tht  heavy  crofs- 
tree  laid  on  his  bleeding  fhoulders,  which  he  muft  carry 
to  Calvary.  He  was  ftritken  with  four  big  iron  nails 
through  his  hands  and  feet,  on  whidi  his  whole  weight 
muft  hang.  He  was  ftricken  with  a  burning  heat  and 
thirft,  which  the  wrath  of  God,  for  our  fins,  created 
in  him,  and  dried  him  up  like  a  pqtftierd  :  This  made 
him  cry  out,  I  thirft  \  yet  no  wine,  no  fountain,  no 
creature  that  he  made,  muft  relieve  htm  at  this  time. 
He  was  ftrickeaby  a  fpear  thruft  into  his  fide;  to  let 
out  his  heart- blood,  to  be  fure  that  no  life  remained. 
Well,  (faid  our  dying  Lamb)  let  my  deareft  blood,  my 
heart- blood,  go  for  diefe  loft  finners,  that  their  fouls 
may  livc-and  fing  for  ever. 

He  was  ftricken  by  the  ungrateful  behaviour  of  his 
own  difciples  to  him  :  By  Judas  his  betraying  and  fell- 
ing him  for  a  fmall  fum,  the  price  of  a  flave :  By 
Peter's  denying  him,  and  fwearing  he  knew  him  not, 
at  the  temptation  of  a  poor  damfcl :  By  all  of  them  for- 
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faldng  faWn,  and  leaving  hini  in  the  midft  of  his  ene- 
miesa  Befides  all  this,  he  was  ftricken  in  his  foul  by 
the  terrible  glittering  fword  of  juftice,  by  the  curfes  of 
the  law,  by  defertioti  from  God^  by  the  Vtals  of  his 
wrath  poured  out  on  him,  which  made  fearful  bruifcs» 
deep  wounds,  and  wide  gafhes  in  his  foul.  Oh,  our 
dear  Surety  was  (Iricken  till  he  fell  to  the  ground ;  was  / 
overwhelmed  with  wrath,  and  coveted  with  blood. 
With  thefe  (Irokes  our  mighty  Redeemer  w^s  thrown 
down,  and  broken  with  breach  upon  breach,  till  all 
the  fea- billows  of  divine  vengeance  went  over  him. 
Oh,  never  was  there  any  forrow  like  my  dear  Sa- 
viour's forrowi  which  he  fuffered  when  Aricken  for  my 
fins ! 

.  Lord,  I  am  afliamed  of  the  hardhefs  and  unconcern^ 
ednefs  of  my  heart  at  this  moving  fpcflacle  !  Oh,  did 
the  dead  earth  tremble,  the  hard  rocks  rend,  the 
graves  open,  the  heavens  turn  black  at  the  fight  of  a 
dying  Jefus,  (Iricken  by  the  fword  of  juftice  ?  And 
ftiall  not  my  rocky  heart  tremble  and  quake,  rend  and 
melt  for  my  fins,  that  were  the  caufe  of  it  ?  Shall  the 
hidory  of  Joftph  in  the  pit  move  me  more  than  that  of 
Chrift  upon  the  crofs  ?  Shall  the  news  of  the  tragical 
death  of  a  friend,  or  the  fufferings  of  an  acquaintance 
among  the  Turks,  move  me  more  than  the  death  and 
fufferings  of  the  innocent  Son  of  God  on  my  account  I 
Alas,  my  heart  of  ftone  will  neither  break  nor  melt» 
till  Chrift  turn  and  look  on  me,  as  he  did  on  back- 
Aiding  Peter.  Lord,  one  look  from  thee  can  turn 
"  the  rock  into  a  ftanding  watej,  and  the  flint  into'  a 
fountain  of  water/'  One  blink  of  the  Sun  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  can  melt  the  moft  frozen  and  icy  heart  in 
the  world. 

O  how  lovely  is  my  ftricken  and  bleeding  Jefus  ! 
Even  when  bleeding  and  mangled  by  my  fins,  1  fee  him 
to  be  white  and  ruddy^  and  "  the  chiefeft  among  ten 
thoufand."  Every  wound  and  ftroke  he  got,  doth  ftill 
beautify  him  the  more  to  me,  and  make  my  foul  to  cry, 
O  my  loving  and  lovely  Jefus !  O  how  can  I  fee  him 
fubftituting  himfelf  in  my  room,  and  making  himfelf 
the  butt  of  the  envenomed  arrows  of  jufticcj  and  not 
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be  raviflied  with  his  love  to  me,  and  with  the  wirmeft 
afFedion'  to  him  !  And,  at  the  fame  time,  filled  with 
foirow  for  my  Gns,  which  brought  on  all  his  ftrokes 
and  wounds  ?  Oh  my  fins  were  the  thorns  that  pierced 
his  heady  the  nails  that  pierced  his  hands,  and  the  fpear 
that  pierced  his  heart.  My  fins  prefled  him  down, 
and  made  him  fweat  blood  in  the  garden.  My  foul 
being  exceeding  finful,  made  his  foul  exceeding  for« 
towful.     May  I  always  hate  fin,  and  forrow  for  it. 


MEDITATION     XXV. 

From  Gal.  ii.  20.     I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God^  :j 

who  loved  me^  and  gave  bimf elf  forme.  Jj 

P  HOW  defirable  an  attainment  is  the  exercife  of 
true  faith  upon  the  great  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  with  an 
appropriating  perfuafion,  or  fpecial  application  to  a  man 
himfelf,  fo  as  to  fay,  "  I  believe  and  admire  his  love 
to  the  eleft  in  general,  and  .to  me  in  particular :  I 
truft  him  with  my  foul,  and  my  eternal  falvation  :  I 
embrace  him,  and  put  my  whole  confidence  in  him, 
**  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  fot  me  !"  Surely, 
this  is  the  faith  that  every  one  that  dcfires  to  obey  that 
great  commandment,  i  John.  iii.  23.  fiiould  aim  at, 
and  prefs  for,  as  a  thing  of  the  laft  moment  and  con- 
fequence  \  "  O  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  my  unbe- 
lief." ,  .    - 

Lord,  I  will  not  reft  in  a  general  belief  and  perfua- 
fion of  .the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  of  Chrift's  a- 
bility  and  willingnefs  to  fave  all  that  come  unto  him  ; 
but  I  vnll  apply  iis  blood  and  righteoufnefs  to  myfelf 
in  particular,  and  reft  on  him  as  one  that  "  loved  me, 
and  gave  himfelf  for  me."  This  appropriating  faith  is 
necefiary  to  my  juftification  ;  for  every  juftified  perfon 
applies  Chrift*s  righteoufnefs  to  himfelf^  faying,  as  in 
Ifa.  ilv.  24.  "  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
nefs." As  the  church  in  general  calls  him,  "  the  Lord 
our  righteoufnefs,  fo  I,  in  particular,  call  him  **  the 
Lord  my  righteoufnefs."  I  make  it  my  daily  pradlce  to 
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wrap  up  my  nsikeid  foul  in  this  robe,  and  lire  by  faith 
upon  it.  I  make  petfonal  and  particular  application  of 
the  remedy  to  my  foul's  maladies,  and  draw  virtue  from 
it.  This  particular  appropHation  in  the  actings  of  faith^ 
is  mod  needful  for  clearing  up  a  believer's  evidences, 
and  for  filling  the  foul  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing  ; 
for  overcoming  the  fears  of  death,  and  giving  comfort 
at  a  dying  hour.  And,  particularly,  it  contributes  great- 
ly to  the  foul's  comfortable  approach  to  the  holy  table 
of  the  Lord,  when  it  can  fay,  **  I  receive  a  crucified 
Chrift  as  my  Saviour :  I  go  to  him  as  one  who  loved  me^ 
and  gan>e  him/elf  for  me  s  I. take  the  fymbols,  and  feed 
upon  his  body  as  broken  for  me,  and  on  his  blood  as 
(bed  for  me  ;  and  I  accept  of  thefe  as  an  earned  and 
pledge  of  my  living  and  feading  with  my  Saviour  for 
ever.*' 

A  aucified  Chrid,  with  all  his  purcbafe,  is  oiFcred 
to  all  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel :  For  Chrift  in  the  word, 
and  by  his  miniftcrs  in  the  gofpel- offer,  fpeaks  to  all 
and  every  one  of  them  5  yea,  fpeaks  to  every  finner, 
man  and  wonian  in  particular,  as  though  he  called 
them  by  name  and  firname.  And  every  man  is  bound 
to  take  the  call  and  offer  home  to  himfelf,  as  if  he  were 
fo  named,  and  believe  that  Chrift  dands  at  his  door 
and  knocks,  faying,  If  you,  or  any  man,  will  open  to 
me,  I  will  come  in.  **  The  promife  is  to  you,  and  to 
all  that  are  afar  off,"  even,  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
and  to  the  dout-hearted  :  ro  all  the  fons  of  men,  to  e- 
very  creature,  to  them  that  have  no  money,  to  the  poor, 
maimed,  blind,  naked,  wretched,  and  miferable^  and 
to  whofoever  will  come  :  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
falvation  fent."  Chrid  doth  befeech  you  to  be  recon- 
ciled, and  to  beware  of  coming  ftiort  of  the  promife,  by 
unbelief  \  fuch  a  promife  as  that,  "  Whofoever  believ- 
eth  on  the  Son  (hall  not  perifti,  but  have  eternal  life  :" 
And  that,  *^  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  ways 
cad  out :"  Beiides  many  others  ;  John  iii.  16. — vi.  37. 
Rev.  iii.  17.  j8.  20. — xxii.  17.  Prov.  viii.  4.  Ifa/  xlv. 
22' — xlvi.  12. — Iv.  I.  Mark  xvi.  15.  Luke  xiv.  21. 
22.  23.  Afts  ii.  39— iii.  26. — xiii.  26*  47.  2  Cor.  v. 
20.  Heb.  iv.  I . 

X  X  2  Now,. 
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N0W9  feeing  the  gofpel-call  and  offer  is  given  to  e?ei> 
ry  oncy  faith,  which  is  the  echo  of  the  gofpel-call,  muft 
needs  receive  an  offered  Glrifti  and  fiUvation  through 
hinii  with  particular  application  to  the  foul  that  believes. 
As  Chrift  cfft;rs  himfelfi  and  his  purchafe,  to  every  foul 
in  particular ;  fo  faith  appropriates  Chrtft  to  the  foul  it« 
felf  in  particular.  And  indeed,  the  life  and  fweetnefs 
of  faith  liesMn  this  appropriation  and  applicatory  ad, 
when  the  fou)  is  helped  to  fay,  with  Thomas,  **  Thou 
art  my  Lord,  and  my  God ;''  and,  with  the  fpoufe, 
"  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his ;"  and,  with  Da- 
vid, "  Thou  art  my  Rock,  and  the  God  of  my  falva- 
tion."  Unbelief  would  tempt  me  to  put  away  the  got 
pel  offer  from  me,  faying.  It  doth  not  belong  to  me,  I 
am  hot  ele£ted,  nor  defigned  to  (hare  of  Chrift's  pur- 
chafe  )  he  did  not  loye,  nor  die  for  me.  But  in  regard 
fecret  things  belong  to  God,  my  falvation  is  at  the  ftake^ 
zny  need  of  a  Saviour  is  unfpeakable,  and  the  offer  is 
made  to  me ;  1  have  no  time  to  lofe  in  difputing  with 
the  devil  and  unbelief,  but  I  will  go  to  Chrift  on  the 
ground  I  have.  He  tells'me.  He  came  to  fave  finners, 
1  am  fure  that  is  my  name  \  he  loved  enemies,  that  is 
my  name  >  he  received  gifts  for  the  rebellious,  that  is 
my  name  \  and  now  I  hear  the  Mailer  calling  and  in- 
viting me  in  particular :  Therefore,  in  fpite  of  the  de- 
vil and  unbelief,  and  all  my  guilt,  I'll  go  forward,  and 
accept  of  Chrift  as  "  my  Saviour  and  my  King ;"  1*11 
truft  him  with  my  falvation,  and  believe  ^'  he  loved 
.  me,  and  gave  him  felf  for  me,  vile  and  guilty  as  I  am." 
This  effay  to  believe.  Lord,  I  make  in  thy  ftrength,  and 
in  obedience  to  thy  command :  But,  Oh,  my  mints  are 
weak  and  fecklefs !  it  is  only  thy  Spirit  enlightning  my 
mind,  and  opening  up  the  gofpel-call  and  promife  to 
me,  faying,  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation 
fent ;"  that  determines  me  to  make  particular  applica- 
tion of  thy  love  offer,  by  an  acceptable  appropriating 
faith  :   Let  my  help  come  from  thee. 

Oh,  Lord,  my  fins  are  great  and  numerous;  but 
fhould  I  add  to  them  the  fin  of  refufing  the  Remedy, 
and  putting  away  Chiift's  love  and  blood  offered  to  me 
in  the  gofpcl,  this  would  be  greater  thaii  all  the  reft  ; 
for  fo  1  would  bring  not  only  my  own  bloodj  but  the 
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guilt  of  the  blood  of  God  upon  my  head.     This  I  dare 
not  do  \  now  my  foul  is  at  the  (lake ;  now  the  Remc- 
^  dy  is  in  my  offer ;  my  need  of  it  is  great ;  I  cannot 

delay  cloGng  with  it ;  yet  a  little  while,  and  my  oppor- 
tunity is  gone  ;  and  I  mud  change  my  dwelling  for  e- 
vcr ;  and  how  can  I  go  any  where  without  my  Savi- 
our !  Chrift  I  muft  have  to  teach  me,  to  juftify  and 
fan£lify  me,  none  elfe  can  do  it,  on  him  all  my  help  is 
laid.  How  (hall  I  go  to  a  communion-table  without 
him  ?  How  will  I  go  to  death  without  him  ?  How 
will  I  go  to  a  judgment- feat  without  him  ?  Lord,  my 
cafe  is  deiperate  without  thee  ^  wherefore  I  accept  of 
thy  offer,  li^elieve  thy  love,  I  truft  in  thy  merits,  I  ap- 
ply thy  blood,  I  appropriate  thy  purchafe,  and  cry, 
•*  My  Lord,  and  my  Cod."  I  confide  in  a  fin-pardon- 
ing God,  and  reft  on  his  promife  to  me,  through  Chriirs 
blood  and  merits^  for  life  an^  falvation  ;  and  though 
clouds  arife,  and  he  (hould  threaten  even  to  flay  me, 
yet  will  I  truft  in  him,  as  one  '^  that  loved  me,  and 
gave  himfelf  for  me." 

OhjeEi,  But  doth  not  the  calling  (inners  to  (iich  ap- 
propriating a£ts  of  faith,  encourage  the  prefumptuous 
confidence  of  hypocrites  to  call  God  their  God,  like 
Balaam,  Num.  xxii.  18.  and  to  continue  in  (in  \  Anf. 
No  :  thefe  gofpel  calls  do  encourage  (inners  to  love 
God,  to  repent  and  leave  their  (ins ;  for,  till  we  believe, 
and  tafte  fome  thing  of  God's  love  to  us,  we  cannot 
love  him,  nor  turn  to  him,  ijohn  iv.  jp.  "  We  love 
him,  becaufe  he  (irft  loved  us."  And  the  abufe  or  pre- 
fumption  of  hypocrites  muft  not  hinder  the  publifhing 
of  free  gofpel-offers  and  promifes.  Again,  the  appro- 
priating faith  of  believers  humbles  the  creature,  de- 
ihoys  (elf-confidence,  purifies  the  heart,  draws  forth 
the  foul  in  love  to  God,  and  hatred  to  fni ;  whereas 
the  prefumption  of  hypocrites  hath  no  fuch  effe(Sts. 

It  is  the  duty,  then,  of  every  man  that  hath  Chrift's 
love-offers  tendered  to  him,  to  repent  Jind  believe  the' 
gofpel,  to  fee  his  loft  ftate  in  Adam,  and  his  need  of 
Chrift,  to  be  well-pleafed  with  the  gofpel-device,  xc» 
ceive  Chrift  in  all  his  offices,  to  truft  in  him  as  his  Sa- 
viour, and  thereupon  believe  that  his  fins  are  forgiven 
through  Chrift's  blood  \  ^nd  fo  perfuade  and  affure 
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himfelf  that  Chrift  is  his,  that  he  died  for  hifliy  and 
that  he  Ihall  have  life  and  falvation  through  him.  This 
perfuafion  and  affurance  being  mod  nccefiary  to  the 
ipirilual  life,  it  is  the  great  duty  of  every  one  to  prefs 
forwards,  in  the  afls  of  faith,  until  they  attain  it,  faith 
being  dill  weak  and  lame  without  it.  But  feeing  many 
believers  have  it  not  always,  through  prevailing  doubts 
and  unbelief,  it  muft  furely  belong  more  to  the  per- 
feftion  of  faith,  than  to  the  eflence  of  it.  Their  cafe 
is  like  that  of  a  fhipwrecked  man  that  hath  got  hold  of 
a  plank  ;  he  believes  the  plank  is  fufBcicnt  to  beat  him 
tip,  and  keep  him  from  Gnking  5  but  the  blowing  ftofm, 
and  his  own  weaknefi>,  make  him  doubt  if  his  grip  be 
fad  Enough  to  hold  by  it.  Indeed,  Lord,  if  thou  didft 
not  take  fafter  grips  of  me  than  I  do  of  thee,  my  weak 
and  flippery  fingered  faith  would  foon  let  thee  go  ; 
but  I  truft  not  in  my  fajth,  but  in  thy  faithfulnefs  ;  I 
truft  not  in  my  promifes  to  thee,  but  in  thine  to  me  ; 
that  thou  "  wilt  never  leave  me,  nor  forfake  me." 
Lord,  do  as  thou  haft  faid  \  be  it  to  me  according  to 
thy  word. 


MEDITATION    XXVL 

From  I  John  iv,  19.     We  love  btm^  hecdu/e  he  firft  loved 


NO  reafon  can  be  given  why  God  loved  any  of 
Adam's  race,  but  only  becaufe  he  loved  us.  But 
good  reafons  can  be  given  why  we  love  God,  both  be- 
caufe he  is  infinitely  lovely  in  himfelf,  and  becaufe 
he  firft  loved  us,  and  btfore  he  hiad  any  thoughts  of 
love  to  him.  O  what  is  our  love,  but  a  fmall  ftream 
that  flows  from  and  returns  again  to  the  ocean  of  his 
love  !  God's  love  to  us  is  the  fourfce,  the  incentive, 
the  motive,  and  moral  caufe  of  our  love  to  him.  We 
can  never  love  God,  until  fome  rays  of  his  everlafting 
l(^ve  break  out  to  us ;  for,  confcioufnefa  of  guilt,  and 
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fears  of  wrath,  do  rather  iticlinc  us  to  hate  him,  arid  flee 
from  him  as  an  enemy,  than  to  love  him,  and  draw  near 
to  him  :  But  the  breaking  out  of  the  beams  of  God's 
ancient  and  pireventing  love  to  us  in  Jefus  Chrift,  makes 
way  for  breaking  the  enmity  of  our  hearts,  and  bring- 
ing in  the  heavenly  fire  of  love  to  him.  The  ferious 
confideration  of  God's  eternal  free  love  to  us,  poor, 
wretched,  and  unlovely  creatures,  and  his  lovinj;  us  at 
fuch  a  rate,  as  to  feek  and  court  our  love  at  the  ex-  > 
pence  of  his  Son's  blood,  is  the  moft  powerful  motive 
in  the  world,  to  engage  and  draw  out  our  love  to  him  ; 
and  the  more  we  have  of  the  faith  or  feeling  of  this 
love,  the  warmer  ftill  will  our  love  to  him  be.  God*» 
redeeming  love,  difplayed  to  men,  doth  obfcure  all  the 
feeming  glories  of  this  world,  as  much  as  the  meridian 
fun  doth  darken  candles  or  fmaller  fires ;  and  foon 
convinces  us,  that  there  is  nothing  that  deferves  our 
afFeftions  but  God  and  Chrift.  No  man,  that  ever  taft- 
ed  the  fweetnefs  of  God's  love,  but  finds  his  heart 
warmed  with  love  to  him  again.  A  forgiven  foul  can- 
not read  his  pardon  but  with  tears  of  love  and  joy,  and 
ftill  there  is  much  love  v/here  much  is  forgiven.  "  We 
love  him,  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us.** 

Lord,  at  thy  call  I  go  to  thy  table,  to  admire  and  give 
thanks  for  God's  preventing  love  vented  to  man  in  the 
council  of  peace,  the  covenant  of  redemption,  in  the 
incarnation,  the  death,  the  blood,  and  righteoufnefs  of 
our  God-Redeemer,  O  amazing  love  \  I  admire  it 
in  the  antiquity  of  it ;  God^s  love  is  from  all  eternity  ; 
his  thoughts  were  long  fet  upon  man  before  he  had  a 
being.  I  admire  the  fremefs-  and  undefervednefs  of 
this  love  \  there  was  ^lothing  in  man  to  engage  his 
love  \  he  faw  nothing  in  him  but  poverty,  debt,  impo- 
tcncy,  and  deformity ;  yeu,  man  was  fo  far  from  de- 
ferving  any  love  from  God,  that  he  defer ved  all  hatred, 
as  being  loathfome  and  full  of  enmity  \  having  razed 
out  the  image  of  God,  and  got  fatan's  fet  up  in  its 
room  !  yet  even  then,  Gofl^  loved  him  fo,  as  to  give  his 
dearly  beloved  Son  to  die  for  him.  O,  did  God  love 
man,  when  utterly  unworthy  of  his  love  !  and  ftiall  we 
not  love  God,  who  infinitely  deferves  all  our  aff^iSlion, 
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as  being  in  himfelf  entirely  amiable,  and  altf^etfief 
lovely  \  and  likewlfe  as  afFe£iionate  to  us,  as  he  is  love- 
ly in  himfelf !  Lord  Jefus,  I  admire  the  ftrength  and 
ardency  of  thy  love  !  Manv  waters  cf  aiHidion  did  not 
quench  ir ;  «nd  the  floods  of  wrath,  that  went  over  thee^ 
could  not  drown  it !  (Irong  was  that  love  that  midc 
thee  engage,  and  carried  thee  through  in  fuffsring  the 
pains  both  of  the  firft  and  fecond  death  W)  our  ftead  ! 
Oh,  I  am  afliamed  and  aflSifted  for  my  little  love  to 
thee !  I  marvel  at  the  conftancy  and  fteadfaftnefs  of  thy 
love  ;  that  it  continues  firm  to  thy  people  from  evarlaft« 
ing  to  cverlafting ;  and  that  it  is  never  altered  by  aii 
the  unkind  returns,  provocations,  and  ingratitude  thou' 
meets  with  from  then^ !  I  wonder  at  the  fruits  and  ef- 
fefts  of  thy  love  !  O  how  great  I  how  fweet !  hoy  nu-* 
merous  !  Who  can  value  or  fet  them  forth  ?  Such  as, 
•*  Quenching  the  fire  of  juftice,  difarming  the  law  of 
its  curfes,  bruifing  the  ferpent's  head,  paying  believers 
debts,  obtaining  for  them  regeneration,  pardon  of  fin, 
peace  with  God,  peace  with  confcience,  peace  with  an- 
gels, adoption  into  God's  family,  juftification,  fan£iifi- 
catlon,  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  audience  of  prayer, 
growth  in  grace,  comfprt  in  afilI6llon,  a  bleffing  on  all 
providences,  petijeverance  in  hoUnefs,  the  miniftry  of 
augels,  vidory  over  death,  a  happy  refurre^lton,  acquit-- 
tance  at  the  tribunal,  the  beatific  vifion,  and  cverlaft- 
ing life  !"  Who  can  declare  the  loving. kindnefs  of  the 
Lord  ?  Who  can  utter  his  mighty  a6t-  ?  Who  can  (hew . 
forth  all  his  praife  ?  I  may  fooner  fathom  the  depth  of 
the  fea,  the  breadth  of  the  earth,  or  the  height  of  hea- 
ven, than  meafure  the  love  of  God  in  Chrill ;  for  it 
pafieth  knowledge  ? 

Oh,  how  little  do  we  love  him,  that  loved  us  firft, 
and  loved  us  at  fuch  a  rate  !  Nay,  how  unthankful  are 
we  for  all  the  inftances  and  fruits  of  his  matchlefs  love  i 
How  unkind  are  the  returns  we  make  to  him  for  it  ? 
<*  Be  aftoni(hed,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly 
afraid'^  a't  the  ingratitude  of  men  !  How  little  do  we 
think  on  redeeming  love,  anff  upon  the  propitiation  pro- 
vided by  God  for -our  fins  !  How  little  do  we  fpeak  of 
this  love,  or^recommend  it  to  thofe  who  know  it  not  1 

How 
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How  do  the  fmall  trifles^  and  little  nothings  of  this 
iirorld}  get  more  room  in  our  bearca,  than  Chrift's  glo« 
Tious  purchafe  !  How  tittle  pains  are  we  at  te  fecure  an 
intereft  in  the  ble^ed  fruits  of  his  love  !  How  unwill* 
ing  are  we  to  go  into  the  terms  of  redeeming  love,  to 
renounce  a  covenant  of  works,  felf- righteoufnefs,  dar 
ling  fins,  beloved  idols !  &c.  How  averfe  are  we  to 
renounce  the  world,  deny,  fclf,  and  to  be  debtors  wholly 
to  free-grace  !  How  inclinable  are  we  to  fatisfy  con- 
foience  after  the  commiiBon  of  fin,  by  our  own  doings, 
confeffions,  mournings,  refolutions,  &c.  without  go- 
ing to  the  propitiation  provided  by  the  love  of  God  I 
How  great  is  the  liking  we  have  to  fin,  that  killed  thd 
Lamb  of  God  \  How  can  we  fay,  we  love  God  that^ 
loved  us  firft,  when  we  hug  hi6  enemy  in  our  bofom  ! 
"  O  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  my  eyes  a  foun- 
tain of  tears,"  that  I  might  weep  and  mourn  day  and 
night  for  the  ^ungrateful  requitals  of  the  fons  of  men^ 
for  the  preventing  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  the  amaz- 
ing inilancf  8  of  it  \ 

O  that  I  could  fay  on  good  ground,  and  from  the  bot- 
tom of  my  heart,  I  love  him  that  fifft  loved  me.  Sure- 
ly a  fincere  love  to  God  and  Chrift  would  be  a  fure 
evidence  of  God*s  eternal  love  to  me  1  O  that  I  had  the 
marks  of  this  love,  and  could  fay,  *^  My  meditations  o£ 
him  are  fweet :"  I  place  my  happinefs  in  his  favour, 
and  the  comfort  of  aU  ordinances  in  his  prefence :  1  re- 
joice in  the  flouriQiing  of  his  kin^dom^  and  abhor  every 
thing  that  is  injurious  to  him  :  I  eCteem  Chriil  the  Me- 
diator, and  gift  of  Gpd,  aa  n>oft  precious,  with  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  him  :  I  fall  heartily  in  with  the 
device  of  redeeming  love  for  faying  finners,  and  ftjudy. 
the  life  of  faith  on  ^he  Son  of  God.  I  renounce  my 
own  righteoufnefs  and  (Irength,  and  defire  always  to 
fey,  "  In  the  Lord  Jefus  have  1  my  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrengtb.'*  Were  this  the  language  of  my  heart,  I  mighty 
appeal  to  himfelf,  and  fay,  **  Thou  that  knoweft.  g,ll 
things,  knoweft  that  1  love  thee,"'  and  defire  to  rcn^er^ 
thee  love  for  love. 

It  would  be  a  great  (hame  for  believers,  if  tjicy  dicL 
4iot  love  him  that  firft  loved  them,  when  they  were  ene-. 

Vol.  IIL  Y  y  mies^ 
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mies  to  him !  Surely  they  cannot  be  beUevers  Without 
love  to  him.  O  for  greater  9iid  warmer  love  to  hun 
that  firft  loved  us  !  Love  is  the  great  qualification  of  the 
faints  above ;  the  more  love  we  have,  the  liker  heaven 
we  are,  and  the  meeter  to  dwell  in  it.  Were  it  poi]U>le 
there  could  be  a  man  in  heaven  without  love,  he  wouM 
reckon  the  place  a  hell,  and  the  work  a  torment  to  hiao. 
It  is  love  that  makes  fpiritual  and  heavenly  work  de» 
lightful ;  hence  love  is  faid  to  be  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law..  If  the  love  of  God  be  in  die  heart,  the  law  of 
God  is  there  alfo,  and  the  foul  is  inclined  to  aU  holy 
obedience.'  O  may  the  love  of  Go'd  in  Chrift  oonftrain 
me  to  live  to  him  that  died  for  me.  Have  1  feen  the 
afionifhing  love  of  God  in  parting  with  his  dear  Son  to 
fave  me  ^  O  let  that  love  conftrain  me  to  part  with  all 
my  fins  and  idols  for  him.  Have  I  feen  the  dear  Son's 
amazing  love  in  bleeding  to  death  on  the  curfed  tree,  to 
faire  me  from  lying  in  hell  for  ever  ?  O^  let  me  nevor 
again  wittingly  waik  in  the  road  that  leads  to  it.  Have 
I  feen  him  itrug gling  in  an  agony  to  open  heaven's  gates 
for  me  ?  O  let  me  never  turn  my  back  on  heaven,  and 
tell  him  thereby  he  might  have  faved  his  labour.  O 
kt  his  boundlefs  love  warm  my  heart  more  and  more 
with  love  to  him  i  May  the  charms  of  his  love  triumph 
over  all  the  charms  of  fin's  pleafures  and  fatao's  devicea^ 
and  kindle  fuch  a  fire  of  love  in  my  heart,  as  will  bum 
up  all  my  tufts  like  (tut>ble.     Amen* 


MEDITATION    XXVII. 

From  Pfal.  cxxvi.  5.     They  that  fow  in  tears^  Jhall  reof 
in  joy. 

THE  fowing  time  of  God's  people  is  all  here,  but 
Aeir  reaping  time  is  but  partly  here,  and  far  more  fully 
hereafter.  Here  they  fow  very  niuch  in  tears,  there  is 
need  for  it  \  this  ftedtime  is  the  moft  promifing  of  any. 
Alen  love  a  dry  feed-time,  but  God  loves  wet  feed-times 
bcft :  A  wet  fowing  time  doth  promife  a  harveft  of  joy, 
whereas  a  dry  one  portends  a  harveft  of  forrow.   "  wo 

to 


Sturmnental  M^Hutmniii  31^3 

t»  Aem  that  laugh  now,  they  (hall  weep."  If  men  do 
not  begin  with  tears,  they  (hall  end  with  them  }  if  they 
weep  not  now,  ihey  (hall  weep  and  wail  and  gnafh  their 
teeth  heieaftcr.  Godly  weeping  u  a  good  fign  of  fpi* 
f Uual  life.  If  a  child,  when  borni  was  heard  cry,  it  is 
vedkoned  a  legal  proof  of  its  living  \  but  if  not,  it  is  ac- 
connted  ftilUbom  or  dead.  Alas,  the  number  of  ftilU 
bora  ehildren^in  the  church  is  great !  few  are  hear4 
cry,  or  feen  weep,  in  a  godly  fort,  if  conapar ed  with 
tfaofe  who  do  not.  There  be  many  who  pour  out  tears 
on  worldly  occaGons,  but  few  on  fpiritual  accounts*  I£ 
a  cluld  die,  we  can  mourn  and  weep  over  him,  but  who 
mourne  for  Chrift  as  for  an  only  fon  ?  Who  weeps  for 
fin  that  pierced  htm  ?  Oh,  how  little  are  we  affedied 
with  the  fuflerings  of  our  dear  Redeemer  I  Our  ears 
are  fo  accuftemed  to  th'e  hearing  of  Chrift's  love,  his 
agonies,  hit  wounds,^  his  blood,  his  death,  that  they  are 
become  words  of  a  common  found,  and  make  little 
impreffion  on  us,  thou|^  they  be  the  moft  awful  and 
moving  thtnge  that  ever  the  world  heard  of.  Thou, 
Lord,  art  prefent  at  facraments,  thou  obferveft  our 
tears,  and  comeft  with  thy  bottle  to  receive  and  pre* 
ferve  diem ;  but.  Oh,  how  empty  is  it  of  .tears,  for  the 
moft  part,  ai  gofpel- hearers !  and  how  few  are  the 
tears  wbidi  are  dropt  into  it  by  communicants  them- 
fclves  \ 

Lord,  I  am  a(hamed  of  the  hardnefs  and  unooncern- 
ednefs  of  my  heart,  and  the  woful  drynefs  of  my  eyes ! 
Shall  the  rocks  about  Jerufalem  rend  fooner  at  Chrift's 
fufferiBgs  than  my  rocky  heart  ^  Shall  others  weep  and 
few  in  tears,  when  Chrift's  wounds  and  blood  are  fe£ 
before  them,  and  I  continue  ftupid  and  hardened  I 
Shall  the  hiftory  of  Jofcph  in  the  pit  move  my  heart 
more  than  that  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs !  Lord,  look 
upon  my  ftony  heSurt  with  pity,  look  it  into  ftreams  of 
penitential  tears,  give  me  fuch  a  look  as  thou  give  ft 
Peter  when  he  denied  thee,  a  look  that  may  c^ufe  me 
weep,  and  weep  bitterly  at  the  remembrance  of  my  fins 
that  pierced  thee.  If  I  have  not  openly  denied  my 
Saviour,  furely  1  have  ftiamefully  forgot  him,  and  for- 
faken  him  in  my  heart :  I  have  had  a  deep  hand  in  all 
y  y  a  bis 
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Ms  fufferinprs.  When  my  dear  Lord  was  in  tBe  gar&fr 
IVeating  blood,  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile,  Judas  nor 
Pitate,  were  there  to  caafe  it ;  but  Ofa»  my  itnbclicfy  my 
pride,  my  carnalityi  my  hypocrify,  my  finf«l  words  aand 
a6):ions  were  there,  and  with  their  weight,  prefledhim^ 
to  the  ground,  and  broirght  tliat  fearful  agony  and  fweat 
upon  him.  My  diifundation  was  the  traitor's  kifs»  my 
ambition  the  thortiy  crown^  my  drinking. up  iniquity 
like  water  the  portion  of  gall  and  Vinegar*,  my  want  of 
tears  caufed  him  flied  both  tears  and  biood>  my  forfak« 
ing  God  made  him  to  be  forfaken  of  God,  my  foul'* 
being  exceeding  guilty  made  his  foul  eibceeding  beavy4 
Oh,  what  means  then  the  hardnefs  of  my  heart,  and  dry- 
nefs  of  my  eyes,  when  thefe  things  are  fet  before  me  t 
Is  it  that  weeping  is  designed  for  me  hereafter,  where 
tears  fliall  never  be  dried  up }  Lord  fare  me,  for  Chrift'a 
fake,  from  hell's  tears,  and  give  grace  to  preiFent  tfaem, 
by  fowing  in  tears  now  in  the  proper  fealbn. 

So  Ipng  as  I  am  in  the  valley  of  tears,  there  are 
many  reafons  for  fowing  the  feed  of  tears^  I  fee  many 
grounds  for  them,  may  a  glance  of  them  be  the  meant 
of  melting  my  heart,  and  filling  my  eyes  with  tears < 
TVor/  for  my  wofui  apoftafy  from  God  in  Adam, 
whereby  I  am  banifhed  from  God,  have  loft  his  image 
and  countenance,  and  am  fallen  under  his  wrath  and 
curfe.  Ttars  for  the  woful  corruption  t)f  my  nature, 
Uny  enmity  againft  God,  and  the  manifold  plagues  of 
my  heart ;  as  aiheijm^  ignorance^  pride^  unbeliefs  hard* 
fiefs y  hypocri/yy  formality^  &c-  Tears  for  the  (ins  of 
my  life,  open  and  fecret;  of  omiifion  and  commiffion, 
of  light  and  ignorance,  which  are  more  in  number  than 
the  hairs  of  my  head,  and  many  of  tl>!em  very  heinous, 
becaufe  of  feveral  aggravations  ;  of  all  which  I  may 
have  an  afFecling  yiew,  by  reading  our  larger  Catechifm 
upon  the  ten  commandments.  Tears  upon  the  remem- 
brance of  Chrift's  love,  in  fufFering  and  dying  in  my 
room,  to  wafh  away  my  fins,  and  favt?  me  from  hell. 
Surely  the  thoughts  of  this  love  may  inflame  the  cold- 
eft  breaft,  melt  the  hardeft  heart,  and  make  the  drieft 
conftitution  run  down  with  tears.  It  was  this  that  made 
Mary  Magdalene's  e^es  gofli  out  fo  plentifully  with 

teara 
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tears  ctf  love  and  joy  as  were  enough  to  wa(h  her  Sa« 
dear's  feet,  ^ior*  for  the  abufe  of  God's  fatherly 
goodnefsy  merqry  and  patience  towards  me  a  finful  hell 
deferving  creature  :  This  confideratlon  melted  the  pro* 
digafs  hearty  and  made  him  cry,  **  Father,  I  have  fin*, 
n^  againft  heaven  and  in  thy  fight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon.**  David's  undefcrved  kind* 
nefs  made  even  the  hard-hearted  Saul  to  lift  up  his ' 
voice  and  weqi,  and  will  not  God's  kindnefs,  wluch  is 
infinitely  greater  and  freer,  make  me  drop  fome  filent 
tears  at  his  holy  table  ?  Tears ^  becaufe  of  the  frowns  of 
roy  heavenly  Father,  the  tokens  of  his  difpleafure,  his 
chaftifements,  and  even  his  chidings  and  (haking  the 
rod  at  me  :  Thefe  will  melt  the  heart  of  a  child  whofe 
nature  is  kindly  and  ingenuous,  while  the  ftubborn 
will  fland  it  againft  many  ftrokes.  David,  though  a 
man  of  the  greateft  valour  againft  his  enemies ;  yet 
when  he  faw  God  was  angry  with  him  in  Abfalom's 
rebellion,  he  wept  like  a  child  before  the  enemy  while 
going  up  Olivet,  2  Sam.  xv.  36'  and  feemed  to  have  no 
courage  at  all.  Again,  I  ought  to  fow  in  tears  for  the 
the  diihonours  done  to  God  by  the  fins  of  others;  and 
cfpecially  when  damnable  herefies  and  blafphetnies  are 
vented  againft  God.  And  likewife  tears  for  the  mife- 
ries  and  perifliing  condition  of  others.  And  efpecially 
tears  of  fympathy  with  God's  people  in  affliftion.  For 
I  read  of  Chrift  himfelf,  David,  Hczekiah,  Jofiah,  Je« 
remiah,  and  other  faints  fowing  fuch  tears.  Well  then 
may  this  world  be  called  a  valley  of  tears. 

Befides  all  thefe,  it  is  wellpleafmg  to  God  when 
Chriftians  fow  tearsof  tendernef^iin  renewing  covenant 
with  him,  in  prayer,  in  hearing  the  word  in  commu- 
nicating and  commemorating  the  death  and  fufferings 
of  Chrift  for  their  fins.  This  1  aft  is  a  fpecial  feafoa 
for  fowing  tears,  according  to  Zech.  xli.  lo.  O  fhall 
Chriftians  be  more  fparing  of  their  tears  for  Chrift,  than 
Chrift  was  of  his  blood  for  them  ?  We  cry  out  againft 
the  Jews  and  Romans  as  hard-hearted  men  for  piercing 
Chrift,  and  being  unconcerned  at  his  fufferings.  But 
what  fofter  are  jour  hearts,  if  we  can  fee  how  our  fins 
put  him  to  deaths  and  not  be  grieved  nor  weep.   Lord, 

fend 
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weep.  Lord,  fend  thy  Spirit  to  touch  my  heart,  and 
then  it  will  melt  into  a  ftream  of  tea«  for  fin,  that 
curfed  thing  that  butchered  the  Lamb  of  God.  O  tet 
this  be  my  weeping  time,  and  feed  time  of  tears,  that 
hereafter  I  may  reap  in  joy.  Alas,  my  feed-time  is 
fcrimp  and  infignificant,  O  let  not  my  harveft  be  pro- 
portioned to  it.  Lord,  though  I  have  not  tears  enough 
with  Mary  to  wafti  thy  feet,  yet  thou  haft  Wood  e- 
nough  to  walh  my  feet,  my  heart,  my  hands,  my  tears, 
and  all  my  duties,  and  to  make  me  and  them  accepta- 
ble and  favoury  to  God,  fo  that  I  may  reap  in  joy  with 
his  people  above,  and  ftand  there  as  a  monument  of 
free  grace  for  ever. 

Many,  after  fowing  the  precious  feed  of  tears  at 
communion-feafons,  have  even  had  their  reaping  times 
here  below,  as  an  carneft  and  firll- fruits  of  the  full 
harveft  above.  Lord,  make  me  acquaint  both  with  the 
fowing  and. reaping  of  penitent  believers  in  this  world, 
that  I  may  have  good  hope  through  grace,  of  Iharing 
with  them  in  the  harveft  of  glory  hereafter,  even  the 
full  enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven,  eternal  communion 
with  the  glorious  Trinity,  with  the  faints  and  holy  an- 
gels. Let  me  know  what  it  is,  after  a  feed  time  of 
tears,  to  reap  even  in  ordiniinces  here  below,  the  clear- 
ing of  my  evidences  of  grace,  and  the  evidences  of  my 
intereft  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  well-ordered  covenant. 
Let  me  reap  the  lifting  up  of  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance upon  me,  which  will  put  more  joy  in  my  heart 
than  worldlings  have  when  they  reap  corn  and  wine  in 
the  greateft  plenty.  Let  me  fee  my  name  written  in 
heaven  before  I  go  thither,  that  my  paflage  may  be 
joyful  in  the  midft  of  tears.  Let  me  reap  even  here 
new  fupplies  of  grace,  ftrength  to  bear  crofles,  and  re- 
fift  temptations ;  give  me  gracious  returns  of  prayer, 
^nd  vi£tory  over  my  corruptions,  that  I  may  fing  with 
the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxxxvili.  3.  "In  the  day  when  I 
cried,  thou  anfwcredft  me;,  and  ftrengthencdft  me  with 
ftrength  in  my  foul.** 

MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    XXVUI. 

From  Rev.  i.  5.     Unto  him  tbtit  /oved  us^  an  J  wajbed  ur 
from  ourjins  in  bis  own  blood' 

THE  love  of  Chrift  in  becoming  man,  and  {heddinijr 
Kis  blood  to  ran  Com  and  fave  finners  of  manlvind,  will 
be  the  oternal  fong  of  the  redeemed  above,  and  why 
fhould  not  they  begin  this  fong  here  below  ?  Never 
was  there  fuch  matter  for  fongs  of  praife  as  the  un- 
fathomable love  of  Jefus ;  his  name  is  love  ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  to  me  as  ointment  poured  forth.  I'll  remem- 
ber his  love  more  than  wine.  His  nature  is  love  ;  his 
words  and  aflions  were  love  ;  he  preached  and  prac* 
tifed  love  ;  he  lived  in  love,  was  fick  of  love,  and  died 
for  love.  O  what  thoughts  fliould  I  have  of  this  free 
and  undeferved  love  of  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  who 
was  intreated  by  no  man,  and  even  hated  of  all  men  ; 
yet  in  his  free  love  intreats  and  undertakes  for  man, 
faying,  Though  he  be  my  enemy,  V\\  be  both  his  Sure- 
ty and  Sacrifice,  I'll  drink  the  cup  of  wrath,  be  made 
En  and  a  curfe  for  him.  Til  pour  out  all  my  blood  and 
die  for  him.  O  how  (hall  I  fpeak  of  this  aftonilhing 
love  to  thy  enemies?  To  have  fpared  our  lives  had 
been  great  mercy,  but  to  give  thy  life  for  ours,  is  love 
imfpeakable.  Oh  !  Lord,  thou  haft  found  me  in  my 
enmity,  and  yet  loved  me  !  When  my  hand  was  lifted 
up  againft  thee,  thy  arms,  were  open  to  embrace  me  ! 
Nay,  thou  haft  opened  thy  loving  heart  to  ihelter  re- 
bels, who  trode  thee  under  foot !  Thy  heart  burned 
with  love  to  them  who  cruelly  pierced  it !  Thy  bowels 

J  earned  toward  thofe  that  raked  in  them  with  bloody 
ands  !  Surely  eternity  itfelf  will  be  (hort  enough  to 
celebrate  the  praifes  of  our  glorious  Immanuel,  who 
loved  us,  and  wa(hed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood. 
Worthy  is  our  flain  bleeding  Lamb  of  eternal  hallelu- 
jahs from  men  and  angels.  Lord,  fit  my  heart  for 
thcfc  new  fongs, 

O 
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O  never  was  there  fuch  a  miracle  of  condcfccndinr 
love  to  the  Tons  of  men»  as  thi$  of  the  eternal  Sen-  of 
God,  his  becoming  man  to  fuBer  heil  for  them,  and 
pcur  otit  his  blood  to  wa(h  them  from  (in  that  kindles 
bell- fire  againft  them.  Glory  to  the  Lamb  for  hi&  fire- 
quenching  blood,  and  for  his  preventing  love,  that  kept 
me  from  feeling  of  this  fire !  O  how  would  this  Jove 
have  affeded  me,  if  juftice  had  fent  me  to  hell,  and 
kept  me  there  one  year,  or  one  month,  or  but  one  day  ! 
Surely,  one  day  in  hell  would  have  made  me  prize  and 
praife  redeeming  love  and  redeeming  blood  at  another 
rate  than  now  I  do.  Or  had  1  feen  the  damned  in  their 
mifery,  defpairing  and  widiout  hope !  Or,  had  I  feen 
my  agonizing  Saviour  in  the  garden  fweating  blood  for 
me  ;  or  feen  him  dying  on  the  crofs  pouring  it  out  at 
five  big  wounds  to  the  very  lad  drop,  to  warn  away  fin  ! 
O  would  not  I  then  have  valued  the  great  remedy  and 
falvation  he  now  tenders  to  me  !  And  is  not  all  this 
which  now  1  hear  in  the  word,  and  fee  reprefented  in 
the  facrament,  as  true,  as  real  and  certain,  as  if  I  had 
feen  it  with  my  eyes  i 

And  now  when  I  go  to  behold  Chrift  dying  and  bleed- 
ing in  this  holy  reprefentation,  even  the  Lamb  of  God 
facrificed  and  flaughtered  for  my  fins ;  Lord,  touch  my 
heart  that  it  may  be  fuitably  affeded  with  the  fight, 
fo  as  intenfely  to  love  my  hlefled  Saviour,  and  to  hate 
my  curfed  fins.  O  how  ihould  I,  at  this  occafion,  be 
covered  with  (hame  and  loathe  myfeif,  who  have  both 
procured  the  death  of  Chrift  by  fin,  ac|d  finned  againft 
his  death,  by  flighting  his  blood  and  negledling  his 
great  falvation  !  Oh  I  1  am  chargeable  both  with  the 
guilt  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  of  murdering  my  own  fouK 
O  pardon  and  "  deliver  n  c  from  blood-guiltinefs,  O 
God,  thou  God  of  my  falvation.** 

My  fins  have  indeed  (bed  the  blood  of  Chrift,  but, 
Lord,  impute  not  the  guilt,  but  the  merit  of  this  blood 
to  me.  Lord,  what  profit  is  there  in  my  blood  I  Sure- 
ly the  leaft  drop  of  thy  dear  Son's  blood  is  of  more  value 
than  a  fea  of  mime.  A  whole  fea  of  it  cannot  wa(h  a- 
way  one  fin,  but  Lord  thou  calleft  me  to  look  unto  the 
Lamb's  blood  that  takes  away  the  fins  of  the  world. 

Oh, 
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Oh  is  not  this  Wood  more  powerful  to  wafli  me,  than 
my  fine  are  to  defile  me  !  Is  not  its  virtue  as  frefli  ftiii 
as  when  it  dropped  from  his  wouodsi  on  the  tree^  or  in 
the  day  when  it  cleanfcd  tht^e  thoufand  at  once  ?  Is 
not  thy  Son's  blood  a  fufiicient  fatisfaftion  for  all  my 
Cns,  a  full  price  for  mv  redemption  !  O  my  foul,  thou 
art  now  near  the  bleflbd  remedy  for  thy  guilt  and  pol- 
lution, this  is  the  only  well  of  fafvation  and  fountain  of 
life  !  O  canft  thou  fee  Chrift's  blood  running,  and  not 
defire  to  be  bathed  in  it !  Now  the  cleanfing  and  heak 
ing  Itreams  run  on  both  fides  of  the  table,  now  let  me 
apply  and.  live,  let  me  bring  all  my  plagues  and  fores 
to  the  dreams,  my  blind  eyes,  my  deaf  ears,  my  weak 
hands,  my  feeble  knees,  my  hard  heart,  my  cold  affec- 
tions^ my  unbelieving  and  doubting  mind,  my  leprous 
aj\d  unclean  foul*  Lord,  this  blood  has  wafhed  away 
the  plagues,  (pots, and  ftains  of  many  thoufands,  who 
are  now  praifing  the  Lamb  for  it :  O  let  me  be  joined 
to  the  number,  that  1  may  alio  fing  to  hini  that  loved 
and  wafhed  mc 

O  bleeding  Lamb,  ^^  if  thou  wilt,  thou  cahft  make 
mc  clcan^"  ■  Q  let  that  Wood,  which  gulhed  from  thy^ 
heart  and  fidc«  but  drop  on  my  foul,  and  it  will  cleanfe 
me  from  all  fin.  And  wlien  thou  artpieafed  to  come 
tQ  Tsxt  in  the  facramcnt  in  dreams  of  blood,  O  raife  me 
tip,  that  I  may  meet  thee  with  ftreams  of  tears,  tears  of 
repentance,  love  amr  gratitude.  O  let  me  not  be  more 
fpartng  of  xuy  tears  for  Chriil,  than  he  was  of  his  blood 
for  me.  David's  kindnefs  made  even  a  hard-Kearted 
Saul  lift  up,  his  voice  and  weep,  and  will  not  Chrift's 
kindnefs,  which  is  infinitely  greater,  make  me  drop  at 
leaft  fome  filent  tears  ? 

O  how  dreadful  a  thing  muft  it  be  to  reje£l  diis  re« 
medy  !  Surely  jullice  will  Qot  fpare  them  that  trample  ~ 
under  foot  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  If  juiUce  was 
inexorable,  when  be  himfclf  prayed,  "  If  it  be  poffible 
let  this  cup  pafs  :" — -how  will  he  fpare  me,  or  hear  the 
cry  of  thofe  who  reje£k  his  blood  and  (acrifice  ?  How 
is  it  poflible  that  the  cup  of  wrath  can  pafs  from  them 
who  do  it !  No :  they  mud  drink  it  for  ever  them- 
felves  !  Lord,  fave  me  from  rejefting  this  blood.  "  I 
believe.  Lord,  help  my  unbelief." 

Vol.  III.  Zz  MEDITATION, 
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MEDITATION    XXIX. 

From  Loke  xr.  iS,  19*     Father^  I  have  [finned  againft 

heaven^  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  he  I 

called  thy/on^  make  me  as  one^  &c.  '1 

FArHER : — Ah  !  1  may  be  alhamcd  to  call  thee  fb,  ' 

confidering  what  a  difobedient  and  unthankful  child  I 
have  been.     I  am  a  moft  wretched  prodigal :  I  left  thy  I 

houfe  and  prefence,  and  went  into  a  far  country  ;  far  Y 

from  thee,  my  blifs  and  happinefs.  But  now.  Father, 
behold  mC}  defiring  to  come  back,  as  a  poor  penitent^ 
mstirning,  and  returning  prodigal.  I  come  from  a  far 
country  indeed  ;  I  come  from  the  land  of  fin  and  dark- 
nefs  J  I  come  from  the  frontiers  of  hell,  from  the  very 
borders  of  the  burning  lake  !  Ah,  foolifli  creature  that 
I  am  \  how  have  I  forfaken  thee,  the  Fountain  of  liv- 
ing waters  !  How  fond  have  I  been  of  broken  cifterns^ 
and  in  love  with  filthy  puddles.  O  the  bafenefs,  the 
difingenuity,  the  ingratitude  that  I  have  been  guilty  of ! 
I  have  refifted  thy  power,  defpifed  thy  wifdom,  under- 
valued thy  goodnefs !  Father  of  mercies,  I  now  fee 
what  an  evil  thing  and  bitter  it  is^to  foifake  the  Lord. 
Holy  Lord  Jefus,  I  now  fee  what  indignities  I  have 
dbne  againft  thee  !  Thy  bleffed  body  was  dreadfully 
torn  with  nails  upon  the  crofs,^  and  thy  precious  blood  | 

inhumanely  fpilt  by  thy  crucifiers  \  But  O  have  not  I 
occafione  J  more  grief  and  forrow  to  thee  by  my  mani- 
fold fins  againft  light  and  love  ?  They  crucified  thee 
but  once,  but  I  have  crucified  thee  day  by  day  !  They 
crucified  thee,1)ecaufc  they  knew  thee  riot;  but  I  have 
known  thee,  what  thou  art  in  thyfelf,  the  Lord  of  glo- 
ry ;  and  what  thou  art  to  me,  a  tender  and  merciful 
Father  :'— Yet  1  have  continued  to  crucify  thee  afrefli* 
O  Holy  Spirit,  I  have  refifted  thy  ftrivings,  quenched 
thy  motions,  demoliflicd  thy  work,  and  put  thee  away 
grieved.  But,  Lord,  I  condemn  my  folly,  and  fee  my 
mifery.    O  what  have  I  gained  by  offending  thee  ? 

Nothing 


Nothing  but  fliame  and  confufion,  fear,  trembling  and 
horror  !  O'what  fruit  have  I  in  thefe  things  whereof  I 
am  now  aihamed  ! 

But,  Father,  I  have  heard  of  thy  compafliona  to  the 
guilty,  when  they  confefs  and  forfake,  and  turn  to  thee : 
wherefore,  though  I  am  aihamed  like  the  publican  to 
lift. up  my  eyes  to  heaven  ;  yet  let  me,  with  bumble 
Magdalane,  come  behind  thee  weeping,  and  wafh  thy 
feet  with  my  tears,  and  kifs  them.  And  let  me  hear 
the  news  of  pardon  from  thy  mouthu  Thou  earned^ 
Lord,  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  Gnners  to  repen- 
tance \  and  of  thefe  I  am  chief.  Lord,  I  am  full  of 
difeafes,  full  of  wounds,  full  of  plague- f^res,  full  o£ 
weaknefs  and  infirmities,  full  of  (ins  and  pollutions. 
Here,  Lord,  is  work  for  thy  ftrong  hand,  work  for  thy 
wonder- woiking  blood  :  O  ftretch  forth  thy  hand,  and 
fave.  "  Father,  I  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
fon,  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  fervants."  And  thou 
knoweft  no  hire,  no  wages  will  fatisfy  me  but  thy felf ; 
Lord,  give  me  thyfelfi  be  thou  my  exceeding  great  re- 
ward. 

Lard,  I  am  fo  vile  a  creature,  that  I  may  fear  to  come 
and  prefent  a  petition  to  thee  upon  the  knee,  and  far 
more  to  come  and  fit  down  with  thee  at  thy  holy  table : 
If  John  Baptift,  a  faint  of  the  firft  magnitude,  thought 
himfelf  not  worthy  to  ftoop  down  and  loofe  the  latchet 
of  thy  fhoea^  (hall  I,  who  am  laden  with  fins,  adven- 
ture to  that  l^ly  feaft,  where  angels  wait  as  miniQ;er« 
ing  fpirits  ?  But,  Lord,  in  thy  compaffion  receive  me, 
that  comes  not  to  excufe,  but  to  accufe  myf^lf,  with 
eyes  caft  dowi!,  fmiting  on  my  breaft,  with  the  public 
can,  '<  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner."  Thou  didfi: 
^racioufly  accept  of  the  publican's  prayer,  of  Mary 
Magdalane's  tears,  the  faith  of  the  thief  on  the  crofs, 
the  repentance  of  Peter,  and  of  thofe  that  crucified  thee. 
By  thefe  inftances  of  thy  mercy,  I  am  encouraged  to 
draw  near  to  thee  c  O  fend  me  riot  away  ertipty,  led  I 
faint  by  the  way  >  but  fatisfy  my  needy  foul  with  the 
food  of  thy  heavenly  banquet,  that  I  may  receive  fpiri* 
tual  firength  and  nouriihment  to  eternal  life* 

Z  z  2  Ii9rdj( 
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Lord,  hear  my  cry,  and  hide  ndt  thy  face  froito  ttte ! 
When  ManaiTth  cried  td  thee^  thou  hadft  refpedl  l;o  his 
prayer :  "When  the  Ninivites  humbled  tiiemfelves  before 
thee,  thou  waft  intreafed ;  yea,  thou  in?iteft  the  mod 
crimfon  and  fcarlet- coloured  finners,  to  come  and  rea- 
fon  with  thee,  and  afTures  them,  thou  wilt  caft  out  none 
that  come.  Many  thoufands,  who  have  experienced 
the  truth  of  thy  word,  are,  at  this  hour,  finging  thy 
praifes,  and  exalting  thy  free  grace.  Lord,  do  thou 
make  me  alfo  a  monument  of  thy  free  grdce  to  all  e« 
ternity, 

Ah,  I  may  be  alhamed  to  fpeak  of  mercy  and  grace, 
who  have  fo  long  abufed  thy  grace,  and  traknpled  on 
the  blood  that  (hould  fave  me*  O  that  I  could  mourn 
and  weep  all  my  life  for  it.  O  what  (hall  I  do  with 
my  ftony  heart,  that  will  not  break  and  melt  for  abus- 
ing God's  mercy,  and  trampling  ChriftV  blood  !  O 
(hall  I  mourn  and  weep  for  a  dead  corpfe,  or  a  depart- 
ed friend,  and  not  mourn  for  a  dead  heart,  or  for  God's 
departii'ig  from  me  !  Shall  the  dear  Son  of  God  weep, 
,  fweat,  and  bleed  for  U8 ;  and  we  not  weep  for  ourfelves, 
or  for  our  fins  that  pierced  his  head  with  thorns,  his 
hands  with  nails,  and  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  and  his 
heart  with  forrows.  Lord  Jefus,  I  look  to  thee  for  a 
penitent  heart,  feeing  thou  tells  me,  thou  art  exalted 
for  this  very  end,  to  give  repentance  to  IfraeL 

**  Lord,  what  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?" 
And  what  am  I,  the  unworthieft  of  men,  that  thou 
(houldft  call  me  to  fit  with  thy  chifdrcn  at  thy  table, 
who  am  unworthy  as  a  dog  to  creep  under  it ;  yea, 
calleft  me  to  eat  the  bread  of  angels,  who  am  not  wor- 
thy to  eat  the  bread  of  men.  Amazing  love  !  that 
God  ftiould  court  thofc  to  obedience,  whom  he  can  pe- 
remptorily command  to  it ;  and,  in  cafe  of  difohedicnce, 
punifh  inftantly  in  hell  \  that  he  ihould  take  poor  Saves, 
condemned  to  the  prifon  of  hell,  and  make  them  crown- 
ed kings  in  heaven ;  that  he  ihould  not  only  be  willing 
to  dwell  in  fie(h,  but  alfo  to  give  us  his  flelh  for  our 
food ;  that  he  fliould  not  only  lave  us  from  hell,  but  c- 
vcn  leave  his  throne  in  heaven,  and  lofe  his  life  on 
earthy  to  enthrone  us  in  his  kingdom  !  thefe  are  pro- 
digies 
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digies  of  love^  which  fliould  engage  us  to  love  our  Sa« 
.  Tiouri  sknd  mourn  for  (in  while  we  live.  Lord  Jefu^ 
pity  a  relentinf?,  returning  prodigal,  take  him  home^ 
snd  make  him  lay  fervant  for  ever.  It  is  highly  juft, 
that  I  (hould  offer  u|>  myfelf  a  living  facrifice  to  my 
Redeemer,  who  oifered  up  himfelf  a  dying  Sacrifice  for 
my  redemption. 


MEDITATION    XXX. 

From  Song.  i.  4.     We  will  remember  thy  love   ■!  ■ « 

I  GO,  bleffed  Jefus,  at  thy  call  to  remember  thy  love 
at  thy  holy  table  ;  thy  words  have  an  awful  found  in 
my  ears,  •*  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me."  I  fee  much 
in  them :  |In  obedience  to  them  Til  do  this  in  remem^ 
brance  of  thy  dwelling  in  fleOi ;  in  memory  of  thy  love 
that  carried  diec  to  the  manger,  to  the  garden,  and  to 
the  crofs  for  me ;  in  memory  of  the  infinite  price  of 
thy  blood  which  thou  didft  ihed  j  in  memory  <Jf  the 
viftory  obtained  by  it  over  the  enemies  of  my  foul ;  in 
memory  of  the  deliverance  from  wrath,  and  the  im* 
mortal  glory  thou  haft  purchafed  by  it  for  me  :  Tho^ 
thou  didft  die  and  ly  in  the  grave,  yet  thy  love  ihall 
ever  live  in  my  heart.  Glory  to  thee,  thou  art  now  a« 
live  in  heaven  5  O  come  and  live  with  me ;  let  never 
thy  love  be  one  moment  out  of  my  view.  I  blefs  thee 
for  this  lafting  memorial  of  thy  love. 

I  lode  on  this  facrament  as  no  real  or  proper  facri« 
fice,  as  many  do,  but  only  as  a  reprefentation  or  com* 
memoration  of  the  real  facrifice  Chrift  offered  on  the 
crofs.  1  do  no  more  at  the  Lord's  t  \ble,  than  what 
Chrift  did  at  it :  Since  he  off itcd  no  facrifice  at  the  ta- 
h\t^  neither  dg  I :  He  only  did  commemorate  that  facri* 
fice  he  was  going  to  offer  ;  and  the  fame,  and  not  more 
do  I.  If  any  (hould  fay  that  Chrift  offered  a  real  fa- 
crifice when  he  inftituted  this  facrament,  then  the  ob« 
lation  on  the  crofs  would  have  been  fuperfiuous,  be«- 

caufe 
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caufe  finners  woidd  have  been  redeemed  by  thatof  th6 
fupper  which  went  before. 

Now  18  the  time  for  a  felemn  commemoration  of  thy 
love:  Oh»  (hall  I  be  unmindful  of 'thy  love  at  this 
feaft,  when  thou  waft  fo  mindful  of  me  at  it,  made 
thy  teftamenty  put  me  in  it/ and  left  me  precious  lega- 
cies to  caufe  me  remember  thee ;  fuch  as  life  and 
light,  pardon  and  peace,  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength, 
grace  and  glory.  O  how  heroic,  how  generous  and 
free  is  thy  love  to  finful  worms!  we  had  done  no- 
thing to  oblige  thee ;  nothing  faweft  thou  in  us  to  en- 
gage thy  love  tp  us ;  but  much  didft  thou  fee  in  us  to 
incenfe  thee  againft  us*  When  ,we  were  without 
ftrength,  ungodly,  finners,  and  enemies,  thou  lovedft 
us,  and  diedft  for  us.  *'  Greater  love  hath  no  man 
than  this,  to  lay  down  Iiis  life  for  his  friends  ^"  but  far 
greater  love  hath  God<*man,  who  laid  down  his  life  for 
his  enemies !  O  what  (hall  I  think  of  this  love  !  it  had 
been  wonderful  love  in  an  angel  to  have  ftooped  to.  be 
united  to  a  lump  of  earth,  and  therein  fuffer  for  us» 
though  it  could  not  have  paid  our  debt-  Bat,  O  my 
foul,  here  is  one  more  valuable  than  all  the  angels  in 
heaven,  that  has  ftooped  to  do  it !  **  The  \i.'ord  was 
made  fie(h  and  dwelt  among  us  !  when  I  was  like  Ifaac 
bound  on  the  altar,  he  freely  offered  himfelf  to  be  made 
SI  facrifice  to  fatisfy  jufticc  for  me,  **  Father,  (faid  he,) 
lo  I  come,  to  do  thy  will  I  take  delight  !** 

Kemember  this  love,  O  my  foul,  the  Son  of  God  is 
become  the  Son  of  man  for  thee,  that  thoii  mighteft 
be  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  a  fon  of  God  ?  he  that  was 
infinitely  rich,  for  my  fake  became  poor,  that  I,  a  poor 
naked  creature,  might  become  rich  and  vi^ell  clothed. 
How  can  I  look  on  the  incarnation  and  birth  of  my 
Redeemer,  and  not  remember  his  love  with  wonder  i 
Can  I  behold  the  mangei  his  bed,  and  not  adore  the 
love  that  brought  hifn  to'  ly  in  it  ?  O  ho^  low  were  the 
ciicumftances  of  the  Heir  of  heaven,  when  he  came 
to  fojourn  on  earth  ;  who  had  neither  a  boufe  to  live 
in,  nor  an  eftat'e  to  live  upon,  but  muft  be  fubfifted 
by  the  hofpitality  of  others ;  and  frequently  his  fare  was 
very  mean  !    Amazing  prodigy  of  divine  love !    God 

ftoopft 
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ftoops  to  dwell  in  ilefli,  and  gives  us  his  flefli  to  feed 
upon  in  the  facrament !  He  not  only  pardons  our  fins, 
and  fayes  us  from  hell ;  but  leaves  his  throne  in  hea« 
ven,  lofes  his  life  on  earth,  and  wades  through  heiU 
to  enthrone  us  in  his  kingdom,  and  make  us  cvowned 
kings  for  ever.  BUifed  be  the  Lord  that  gives  me  a 
comm  anion- fabbath  to  remember  this  love  I  what  fhall 
i  render  to  thee  foi  it  ?  A  day  of  glad-tidings !  thou 
haft  often  on  fuch  a  day  viHted  the  earth,  and  watered 
it,  and  made  it  rich  with  thy  ftiowers  !  May  thy  grace 
and  Spirit  drop  on  us  this  day,  like  rain  on  the  mown 
grafs* 

Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  touch  the  threQiold  of 
thy  houfe,  and  yet  thou  calleft  me  to  thy  table  !  Not 
worthy  to  ftand  among  thy  fervants,  and  yet  thou 
wouldft  have  me  Gt  with  my  Redeemer  !  Not  worthy 
to  ly  at  thy  footftool,  and  yet  thou  wouldft  make  my 
heart  thy  throne  !  Not  worthy  to  eat  the  bread  of  men, 
and  yet  thou  calleft  me  to  eat  the  bread  of  angels  I  O 
love  worthy  to  be  remembred  to  all  generations^!  Lord 
enlighten  my  eyes,  and  give  me  a  clearer  view  of  thy 
love,  than  ever  I  got  5  and  while  I  am  mufing  on  it,  let 
the  fire  bum ;  O  make  my  heart  burn  within  me  with 
love  to  him  that  loved  us. 

O  my  foul,  confider  the  greatnefs  of  Chrift's  love  iit 
the  cup  he  dcank  for  thee !  how  legible  is  it  in  his  tears 
and  prayers,  his  groans  and  cries,  his  agony  and  fweat, 
his ;  wounds  and  blood,  and  all  for  us.  O  let  this 
matchlefs  love  beget  in  me  the  warmeft  love  and  afFeo- 
tion  to  him  that  loved  us !  O  let  the  fire  of  Chrift-s  love 
burn  up  my  lufts  and  worldly  love  like  ftubbie ;  and 
remove  the  coidnefs  of  my  heart  to  him  !  O  that  I 
could  weep  bitterly  that  I  cannot  bring  this  vile  heart 
of  mine  to  love  the  Lord  Jefus  more  !  O  (hall  1  throw 
away  my.affediions  upon  every  worthlefs  obje£l,  and 
yet  have  none*  for  the  lovelieft  objedl  in  the  whole  crea- 
tion of  God ;  and  yet  one  that  would  needs  die  for  me, 
to  become  my  Ranfom,  Sacrifice  and  Atonement !  Is 
it  the  charaftcr  of  thofe  who  arc  Chrift's  fpoufe  ?  '  Is 
it  the  chara£ler  of  the  whole  army  of  martyrs,  and  of 
every  believer,  to  love  Chrift^^and  (hall  not  I  love  him 

too? 
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too  i  O  the  virgins  love  th^e>  the  upright  lovrlhee  s 
and  every  one  of  them  cry,  ^*  O  them  whom  my  foul 
]oveth;"  and  ihall  not  I  join  thefe  cbafte  lov«r»  ? .  Of 
(hall  I  be  expofed  to  the  terrible  fate  of  thofe  who  waot 
love  to  Chrift  ?  i  Cor.  xvj.  22.  **  If  any  man  love  no| 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifty  let  him  be  an  anamema>  maran»r 
th?,''  O  that  I  could  exprefs  my  love  to  him  in  adora^ 
tions  and  praifesi  in  defiring  his  prefence,  loving  faii 
members,  promoting  his  kingdom  on  ts^hi,  and  long* 
ing  to  be  with  him  for  ever. 


MEDITATION    XXXI* 

From  Ifa.  liii.  5*    if/  was  wounded  for  car  trat^grejj^s^ 

HOW  amazing  is  the  love  of  God  to  fallen  man»  ia 
taking  a  body  to  be  pierced  and  wounded  for  him !— ^ 
Man  did  cafi;  off  the  image  of  his  Maker,  and  becamt 
a  rebel  to  and  run*away  from  God :  and,  behold^  hi« 
Maker  takes  on  him  man's  image  to  reftore  him  again, 
to  favours  yea,  afiiimes  our  nature,  when  at  the  low* 
efl;,  that  fo  he  might  iigh,  groan,  grieve,  weep,  forrow» 
fweat,  bleed  and  di^  for  undone  man  \  and  he  did  this^ 
to  raife  him  from  his  miferable  ftate,  to  a  happier  con* 
ditlon  than  he  was  in  before  his  falL  Had  not  God 
become  man,  we  could  not  have  enjoyed  him  fo  nearly^ 
fo  familiarly  as  we  may  do  now.  The  enjoyment  of 
God  as  a  Redeemer,  a  Hufbaiid,  a  Brother,  is  another* 
manner  of  enjoyment  of  him  than  of  God  as  a  Creator*. 
Though  we  ruined  ourfelves,  and  f(^ll  under  wrath,  yet 
God,  by  the  incarnation,  has  recovered  us,  and  made  us 
up  far  above  all  we  had  to  lofe.  *  But  ere  this  be  done, 
he  muil  not  only  be  man,  but  he  mud  be  wounded  for 
and  by  man*s  fins ;  yea,  uounded  to  deaths  and  cruci* 
fied,  before  man  could  be  raifed  up  to  live  with  God. 

Many,  yea,  innumerable  were  die  wounds  my  God« 
Redeemer  received  for  me  ;  as,  by  the  thorns  that 
pricked  his  head,^  by  the  pincers  that  plucked  his  hair^ 
by  the  fcourge  that  tore  and  furrowed  his  back ;  b&- 
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1M0»  libs  fivt  1^  WMiiii  madr  in  Iii^  liMtIs  and  feet  l^ 
tW  fbmr  MliXi  wkA  m  Ms  fide  b]r  the  (ptift  i  atid  ttie 
2ii«fif  wr»atiib  giren  kfo  foul  b)r  the  cwrfes  of  the  law. 
liiwt  ^U  dxfe  wouadl  Me  opened  asf  f6  many  m^iitlM, 
to  call  w  to  fide  into  them  far  hSetf  from  the  fword  at 
jnfticei*  Kcm  tk>&  wQumls  were  tnfpeakabty  painfal^ 
beinjg^  envenomed  by  out  finii.  Crucifying,  in  itfelf» 
WMi  an  etceedinft  iRMifnl  death ;  the  (onr  Uf;  nails 
whcieon  the  bodv  mifgr  pietted  Ae  moft  (inewy  andl 
MWOOY  parts  of  tine  body>  and  conle^uently  mod  fon(U 
Mr  oi  paitt:  And  henee  the  Romsms  exprefifed  tormene 
li^  w  vntA  bontnni  frmi  die  erofe ;  and  make  truddU 
vge^if  to  t^trn^  Tfana  was  ouv  innocent  Sa<riouf 
UrOiMded  on  tkt  cfofsj  cruciale  ov  toritenfed,  and  all 
t»  ISvre  tti  from  eternal  torments^ 

Aftonilhing  fight  I  The  eternal  Son  of  God,  whom  aH 
line  atngels  wotllSp,  wo^uided  to  death,  hung  by  nails 
on  scroti,  tortored  andradced  for  federal  hours ;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  loaded  with  reproach  and  fcom  from 
Aofd  he  died  fe«  t  Never  fuch  a  fight  as  this !  It  ftraek 
nt for  w  tive  vr holier  ereatlon.  The  fun  hid  its  face^  and 
eottld  not  bdkoM  it,  <he  vail  of  the  tenrple  rent  in 
twainr  the  eanrth  quaked,  the  rocte  rent,  the  dead  were 
snovedy and dieir graves  opened:  And  even  his  ene« 
mied  wete  ftnick  with  sKtta^einent,  and  made  to  (hfink» 
«nd  (stf,  *^  Trudy  M»  wai^  a  righteoos  perfon,  this  was 
the  Son  of  God."  O  my  font,  employ  all  thy  facuU 
}i4Bf  all  tivy  thoughts,  to  ftody,  pore,  and  penetrate  into 
iMs  tfwful  6ibje£fcy  it  deferres  the  profoundefl:  regard 
and  elofeft  attention :  Hence  the  great  apoftle  deter- 
fafhued  eo  fkndy  and  know  nothing  but  it. 

This  amazing  tragedy  ought  to  create  in  me  the 
gr^teft  abhorrenoe  of  fin,  the  caufe  of  it.  Never  can 
Cm  appear  more  exceeding  finful,  and  hateful,  than  in 
the  wounding  and  crucifying  of  the  Son  of  Gk>d.  Our 
tranfgreffions  were  the  nails  and  fpear  that  wounded 
kfs  faered  body,  and  the  fword  that  pierced  his  foul. 
Thefe  were  the  Judas  that  betrayed  him,  the  foldiers 
tliat  bound  him,  btindfolded  and  mocked  him,  the  Pi- 
late that  condemned  him,  the  executioners  that  nailed 
him  to  the  eurfed  tree :   It  was  our  fins  that  put  the 
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fword  !n  his  Enemies  hands. .  He  became  a  euvfe  fof 
us.  Ail  the  derifiQn,  mockery^  and  contempt;  all  the, 
pain,  fuffering  and  forrow  he  endured,  did  proceed  from 
our  fins;  thefe  brought  iiim  tp  the  crofs  and  to  die 
f^ave.  Let  us  then  turn  our  hatred,  and  difcharge  our 
fierceft  indignation  agtainft  our  fins,  let  them  l^  our 
^▼erfion  and  dread  for  ever;  l^t  me  always  look  on 
fin,  that  crucified  Chrifty  with  horror  and.  trembling* 
Never  fuch  an  inftance  of  the  ftridnefs  and  feverity  of 
God's  juftice,  and  of  bis  abhorrence  of  fin,  as  here  !•  He 
would  not  fpare  his  own  Son,  when  he  ftood  in  the 
room  of  finners,  nor  fpare  him  one  firipe  or  woundj 
when  he  cried ;  but  let  him  bleed,  and  die,  till  fin  was 
fully  atoned  for !  Can  I  fee  this,  and  not  cry,  O  curfed 
fin !  Murderer  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  away  with  it,  away 
with  it;;  crucify  it^  crucify  it. 

Oh  my  foul,  fee  the  evil  of  fin  in  the  glafs  of  Chrift's 
wounds  and  fufferings,  in  his  body  and  (bul  I  jSay,  O 
fin,  what  haft  thou  done  i  Thou  haft  provoked  the  God, 
cf  heaven  to  fiery  indignation !  Thou  haft  killed  the 
Prince  of  life,  turned  angels  into  devils,  filled  the  earth 
with  troubles,  and  hell  with  precious  fouls !  If  any 
body  had  killed  my  father,  would  I  embrace  the  mur* 
derer,  or  love  the  dagger  that  was  befmeared  with  his 
blood  ?  But  what  are  all  my  relations  to  my  Lordf  my 
iove^  that  was  crucified  J  O  that  my  ey^es  were  fountains 
of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  my  fins 
that  flew  my  Saviour !  Oh,  ft.ony  heart,  for  fliame,  be- 
cqme  now  like  wax,  and  be  melted  in  the  midft  of  my 
bowels  I  Wo*s  me  that  I  can  grieve  no  more  for  my  fins. 
Let  mc»  at  leaft,  revenge  my  Saviour's  death  upon  my 
fins,  and  fufFer  them  po  longer  to  live  in  me. 

How  dreadful  muft  the  guilt  of  thofe  be  who  willing* 
ly  harbpur  fin,  and  delight  in  the  murder  of  our  Lord  ! 
It  is  no  lefs  than  to  kifs  the  nails,  or  to  hug  the  fpear 
that  pierced  him.  They  make  that  their  joy,  which 
made  Chrift  a  man  of  forrow  !  They  make  light  of  that 
which  made  his  foul  heavy  unto  death.  Oh,  have  I 
feen  my  Saviour  bleeding  to  death  by  fin,  and  (hall  1  live 
any  longer  in  fin  that  wounded  him  :  When  a  tempta- 
tion to  fin  is  prefentcdi  (baU  I  ever  difpute  any  more, 

whether 


wliether  Chrift  or  Barabbas  (hall  bcprefcrted  ?  My  luftt 
denied,  or  my  Lord  crucified  5  Whether  thofe  fina  ftiall 
be  forfeken  by  me,  that  ijaade  Chrift  to  be  forfaken  of 
God  ?  Whether  that  (h^l  be  fweet  to  me,  that  was  fo 
bhter  atid  deadly  to  him  ?*  Oh,  was  my  lorely  Jefas  a 
man  of  (orrows  all  his  life,  and  fometimes  made  to  fay, 
**  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful  ;'*  and  (hall  not  I  be 
fbrry  for,  and  abhor  thofe  fins  that  catifcd  all  his  forrows  ? 
O  may  the  believing  views  of  Qirift's  wounds  and 
fnfFcringSj'whiclr  he  endured  for  my  fins,  and  to  fave 
me  from  that  wrath  which  they  defcrved ;  kindle  the 
iire  of  love  in  my  foul  to  Qirift.  Lord,  thou  art  the 
God  that  was  wont  to  anfwcr  thy  people  by  fire ;  O  pity 
me,  and  anfwcr  my  meditations  and  prayers,  by  kindling 
the  holy  fire  of  love  in  my  heart,  and  let  that  fire  put 
out  the  impure  fire  of  my  lufts  and  corruptions,  and  in- 
fpire  me  with  holy  zeal  and  aftivity  in  thy  fervice.  O 
did  Chrift  freely  give  himfelf  to  be  a  fin-offering  for  me ; 
and  fhall  not  I  give  myfdf  a  thank-offering  to  him  ? 
Surely,  it  is  highly  reafonable  that  I  ihould  offer  up. 
myfelf  a  living  facrafice  to  my  Redeemer,  who  offered 
up  myfelf  a  dying  facrifice  for  my  redemption^ 


MEDITATION    XXXIL 

From  John  vi«  5 1  •  /  am-  the  iiving  Bread  that  came  dyum 
from  heaven :  If  any  man  eat  ofthie  breads  hefbcdllvi^ 
for  ever^ 

CHRIST  crucified  is  our  Manna,  or  heavenly  bread, 
that  preferves  the  life  of  the  foul,  and  it  is  only  by  faith 
it  muft  be  received  and  eaten.  Bread  is  a  comprehen- 
fiVe  word,  including  all  things  necefTary  for  this  life; 
fo  Chrift,  our  fpiritual  bread,  is  a  moft  comprehenfivc 
blefBhg,  including  all  we  want,  fee?rig  "  he  is  made  of 
God  to  us,  wifdotn,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and 
rediemption."  Again,  bread  is  the  moft  necelTary  thirtg 
for  our  life,  and  the  want  of  it  brings  the  grcateft  mi- 
'fery  5  fo  Clirift  is  the  moft  necefTary  bleffing^  to  the 
3  A  2  f^**H^ 
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ftul,  ind  die  w;iftt  ^f  Imk  tfi^^a  mill  mi(flii9ri:^i« 
time,  aad  dirovgh  ecdrnii^.  b  is  9  fp9ea^  mi^  m 
have  ao  Saviemr  for  die  ibul^  than  t0  hMre  i»0  btcfA 
for  thie  body^  Cbrift  lArae  i$  the  br^ad  that  prefefvry 
tts  from  fo«^  ftimQc^  apd  nouri&istli  us.  t^  ctdrMi  U^  | 
be  is  the  bvead  of  life,  the  liying  bflcaid.  ^  Lpidf  giaf^e 
us  evermore  this  bread*'' 

Bread  is  called  the  Aaff  and  ftsqr  of  mtti^s  fifes  l» 
Chrift  is  the  ftaff  aad  ftay  of  our  ^imnsd  life»  he  jup* 
fadds  our  fouls  in  life,.  He  is  the  ftaff  that  faint  m4 
weary  ibids  muft  lean  to^  in  gojng  np  throa^  thi^;  wijU 
deme&:  Tea  Choft,  .our  living  breads  ia  a  ftaff  «od0» 
fend  "0%  and  to  beat  o#ottv  enemies,  aad  ta  put  all  the 
hellUh  faofts  to  fl^hiu  That  wfis  a  flrange  dreim  ef 
one  of  the  Midaanttes^  Judg.  idt.  i^.  '*  SeboUl  a  cake 
of  barley  bread  came  tumbling  ioio  ^Ant  hoft  of  I^yia^ 
aiid  fmote  a  tent/'  Strange  !  a  piece  of  bread  toeve^ 
turn  a  tent !  Behold  this  dream  natade  good  in  tlie  &p 
crament^  The  bread  there  which  reprefents  Chtifti 
when  received  wkh  faith  upon  him,  will  tnmble  mt^ 
^e  hoft  of  fatan  arid  lus  Itafta ;  thofe  Midtanites  who 
▼er  us  with  their  wiles  \  ftrike  down  dicir  tents,  and  puit 
^em  ail  to  flight. 

C3)tift  is  the  bread  that  csiwc  tfewn  from  "heaveni  of 
which  the  Ifraelites  manna  that  God  fent  miracuk>uify 
from  heaven  was  an  eminent  type.  That  manna  was 
God's  free  gift  to  the  murmuring  and  rebellious  Ifrael- 
ites, to  preferve  them  froin  ftarviog  in  die  deferta 
wh^e  bread  could  not  Jbe  had ;  llkia  manoa  waa  a 
curious  grain,  that  made  fine  bread,  with  which  God 
fumiAed  them  pientifulty  every  morning  from  the 
clouds,  fufficient  tp  fatit^  fix  hundred  thoufand  men. 
i&ut  Chriil,  our  fpiritual  Maanat  dorhiar  excel  theirsi 
though  be  waa  re&mbled  by  the^s  ia  fiEune  things. 
Naona  was  firft  grinded  and  bealen^  and  baken  in 
4i>ven8,  be£oce  it  W99  made  bread  for  tibcm  ;  and  fo  the 
grain  which  makes  our  ordinary  bread  muft^be  tbrefli* 
ed,'  and  grinded  betwixt  two  milftoaes»  and  baken  by 
the  force  of  fire  before  we  eat  it :  So  Chrift,  the  Aa^ 
titype,  was  threfted  and  brutfed*  and  grinded  betwixt 
the  i&ilftones  of  divine  jnftice  and  our  fios»  and  alfo 
roafted  by  the  fire  of  wrath,  that  he  might  be  fie  bread. 

for 


hr  4mOB  d>e  Ihrei  of  our  Strnhp  «i>d  ^1  Ums  we  (hould 
l(»U  to  nwd»  wrbon  iv;^  f^  and  4nakf;  nib  4)f  the  br«ad 

Tbf'Ii^olit^s  ivaiwa  C9IXW  <]pW(ii  lio  them  with  ihe 
^tilir  ^  Co  Chrlfkf  w^  th^  bQnefite4»f  htg  pu;rch3kf«»  oomn 
10^  m  tf  ^he  4dw$  9ioi  m^ixkuQc^  of  th^  Hol^  Spirit.-^ 
Th<ir  maiMi*  feH  ropnd  a^out  their  testp,  ao;i  ^very 
§»^n  m»s  hi^  i9  gather  it ;  lb  ever^  man  U  %t  freedom 
to^jiffeerpwr  he^ytcnly  Mdjin?.  The  IfraclUes  behov- 
ed |t<^  go  tm  ^^thqir  i^nftis  to  {s^ther  theiirs  ^  (b  Go4 
m\l  J^ine  msr.ff^  for^i  l^i^t  he  2t  paku  to  get  i^ur  fyitw 
Ifcu^i^dr  £i^  who  r^n^  mai|n»  aboiu  tl^i?  ttntr^ 
4HNuld  bave  maed  it  i^t^  ^li^Ir  mouths^  but^k^ves 
f)f)t  tp  /rncQMrage  fio(h  in  hi^  pfapWy  bi^t  would  have 
iheifi  9^  sdl  p^irts  to  m^  £are  of  Chrift  for  tii^ir  pot* 
jla9Q^  Ajb  this  I^aeUtjCS^atKercd  daily  $  ib  we  muft  b^ 
4ail]F  f^oiag  to  Chri(t»  ^d  m^kiag  ufe  of  him.  As  they 
gat}}eri}d  e<irl)r  ia  l^bc  nn^r^ng  *,  fo  Goi  w^uld  hav^  «§ 
i^BeiLing  >ft«^  Chrift  i^i  the  twaiog  of  pur  iive& 

X)  how  far  i\ctk  ort»r  hedvenly  Manna.  «Kcei  that  of 
^  {ff aelkes  i  Theifts  inMt  fed  th($  bod7,  and  could  dot 
ff eferv^e  th«rn  ifr^m.^oatih  ^t  kft  i  ba|:  pur  Manna  fecdf 
the  fouly  and  nouriflies  to  eternal  life^  and  prefqrves  all 
fl^t  eat  of  k  ff^m  9ibBwn^  d«al!ih,  Ttieirs  fell  not  on 
^be  j^bbatb^af^  nor  4arA  <hef  go  to  feekitoti  that 
day^.but.otttsiaLU  fvery  dafTf  and  double  oiv  the  fab** 
^h }  and  thiar^fpi^  (^4  calls  ps  to  double  our  dili- 
geni^et  in  g^tbm^ii^  i^  oa  th^  fabbatb*  Their  mann^ 
co^|iou«4  oql^  in  thq  wil4ern£&»  and  ceafed  when  they 
canae  tp'  Cancans  but  o^tB  cpnjtiaueth  for  ever^  and  our 
fuJkft  ^i^oymem  of  H  is  in  the  iieavctdjr  Canaan) 
ihf  reform  all  thf  tioe  Ifraelitea  long-  to  be  there. 

O  bow  iamfon^Ue  is  their  foliy^  who  fpend  all  their 
4ifBe  and  ibougi^ts  in  Ceeking  bread  to  their  bodieefi  and 
are  catiekfs  suid  indifferent  about  the  bread  of  life  to 
.  Ibeir  XouU  !  ^h  their  care  ia  to  fuppprt  the  cla  y  boufe» 
but  i^t  the  fenl  (lariFe  thai  Hiiiabi^«  it.  Ob,  it  k  b«M 
^it  time  they  qm  enjoy  the  bread  they  are  fo  con<* 
^fpipijof't  the  bodi^  they  mind  fo  much,  n^ift  foon 
^  meal  for  wot in£b  and  th^  foiil$  they  neglefit,  a  prey 
l^rdeviUI 

>     But, 
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But,  whatCTcr  others  do,  may  Ibe  wife  to  pTovide 
the  living  breav^  for  my  foul,  and  learn  to  eat  it,  and 
make  ufe  of  it  by  f  lith,  and  efpeciatly  when  I  go  to  the 
Lord's  table  :  for  without  faitn  we  can  get  no  nourilh- 
ment,  no  life,  nor  ftrength  from  this  heavenly  bread  : 
Faith  is  the  mouth  that  eats  the  bread  of  life,  and  fucks 
honey  out  of  this  Rock.  Now,  the  Spirit  of  God  calls 
faith  or  believing,  an  eating,  becaufe  by  it  we  taftc  the 
fwcetnefs  and  excellency  of  Chrift,  and  have  great  fatis* 
faftion  in  partaking  of  Chrift  and  his  benefits  As  by 
eating,  otir  bodies  increafe  in  ftrength  and  ftaturc ;  fo 
by  believing,  our  fouls  grow  in  grace  arid  fpiritual 
ftrength,  to  run  in  God's  ways.  As  by  eating,  the 
bread  incorforates  and  becomes  one  with  us ;  fo,  by 
our  receiving  and  applying  Chrift's  broken  body  by 
faith,  he  is  made  one  with  us,  and  we  one  with  mm. 
As  by  eatmg  bread,  men  live  upon  it,  and  jget  fupport 
and  ftrength  for  working  or  journeying  j  fo  believers; 
hj  looking  to,  and  trufting  wholly  in  the  righteoufncft 
of  Chrift,  and  the  merit  of  bis  blood,  they  feed  and  re- 
ceive fpiritual  riourlfliment,  and  ftrength  for  their  work 
and  warfare,  and  fo  make  progtefs  in  their  journey  to 
Canaan* 

0  that  I  had  a  fpiritual  hunger  and  fliarp  appetite  for 
this  bread  of  life,  and  were  defiring  and  longing  for  it, 
for  the  fupport  and  nourifhrnent  of  my  foul,  more  than 
a  hungry  man  doth  for  bread  to  his  body.  A  hungry 
man,  periftiing  for  want  of  bread,  would  prefer  a  piece 
of  bread  before  many  bags  of  gold,  if  both  were  fet  be- 
fore him,  and  he  allowed  to  make  his  choice  \  fo  the  a« 
wakened  foul,  that  fees  his  need  of  Chrift,  prefers  him 
to  a  whole  world  j  give  him  never  fo  much  of  the 
world's  comforts,  he  is  ftill  diifatisfied  without  Chrift, 
and  fays.  What  will  all  thefe  things  avail  me,  if  my 
ftarving  foul  perifh  without  Chrift  the  bread  of  life  ? 

1  have  many  arguments  to  plead  with  God  for  this 
bread :  Lord,  do  not  thy  free  calls  and  promifes  bind 
thee  to  ^ive  it  me  ?  Thou  haft  faid,  "  The  needy 
(hall  not  be  forgotten.**  Is  not  Ch^,  the  bread  from 
heaven,  the  free  gift  of  God  to  periuling  fouls  ?  And 
doft  not  thou  invite  thofe  to  come  and  eat  of  it^  that 

have 
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have  no  money  or  price  to  give  for  it  ?  Lord,  thou 
hadft  compaffion  upon  the  bodies  of  men  when  they 
had  no  bread  to  eat,  and  didft  provide  bread  for  five 
thoufand  of  them  by  a  miracle  ;  and  haft  thou  not  as 
much  compafHon  to  ftarving  fouls,  that  are  more  pre- 
cious ^  Lord,  thou  giveft  natural  afiedions  to  earthly 
parents,  and  makeft  them  pitiful  to  their  children,  when 
they  cry  for  bread,  to  that  they  cannot  (hut  up  their 
bowels  againft  them  when  hungry,  nor  will  they  give 
them  a  ftone  inftead  of  bread*  And  will  my  heavenly 
Father,  who  is  infinitely  more  compaffionate  than  the 
moft  tender  parents,  rcfufc  the  bread  of  life  to  ftarving 
fouls  who  cry  earneftly  for  it  ?  Lord,  I  truft  in  thy 
mercy,  and  depend  on  thy  promife,  1  believe  thoii  wilt 
not  let  a  poor  hungry  beggar  ftarve  and  fall  down  at 
thy  door,  when  there  is  bread  enough  in  thy  houfe,  and 
to  fpare.  O  caufe  me  fing  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xiii. 
5.  •*  But  I  have  truft^d  in  thy  mcrcyi  my  heart  (hall 
xejoicG^in  thy  falvation,'* 
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ADVICE    I.   . 
Tfoin  dsn*  tnU  x*^    (iV^ivw  /Afxw  ^nd^U-  Aine  kotffe  ufH$  $bt 

AS  G«d  m  lus^  meic%  c^^A  Nc^ah  mootm  into  tba 
ark  prepared  for  him  and  his  houiheld,  t^farreUnff'mn 
drawniBg  in  the  great  deluge  ;  fo  God  by  the  gofpel 
calla  you,  O  man,  to  come  into  the  Ark,  Chrift  cruci* 
fied,  wluch  he  hath  provided  for  periihing  finners,  to 
favc  them  from  the  deluge  of  wrath  that  is  coming, 
God  hath  long  forewarned  you  of  it ;  nay,  the  flood  is 
beginning  to  rife,  it  is  time  for  thee  to  flee  to  this  Ark ; 
believe  it,  there  is  no  other  way  for  thy  faf^y.  The 
ark  of  thy  prayers,  or  of  thy  tears,  conviftions,  or  re- 
f^^nnatiewis,  wiH  aot  faare  thee  from  it ;  nothing  wiH  do 
it  but  the  Ark  Chrift. 

As  all  who  were  out  of  Noah's  ark  perifhed  in  the 
flood ;  fo  will  all  peri(h  who  are  but  of  Chrift.  Thofe 
of  the  old  world,  who  only  came  near  to  the  ark,  or 
touched  the  outfide  of  it,  they  periftied  if  they  did  not 
«nter  into  it ;  fo  in  like  manner  will  thofe  perifli,  who 
only  come  near  Chrift  by  an  outward  profeiTion,  and 
are  not  found  in  him  by  a  true  faith. 

As  the  ark  gave  a  eood  account  of  all  that  entered 
into  it,  not  one  of  them  was  loft  in  the  flood  \  fo  will 
Ghrift  give  a  good  account  at  the  laft  day  of  all  that 
fly  to  him  by  faith :  None  (hall  pluck  them  out  of  his 
hand^  not  one  of  them  (hall  perilh  in  the  deluge  of 

wrath  ; 
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iprrath ;  Chrift  will  prefent  them  all  fafe  to  his  Father, 
*<  Behold  here  am  I,  and  the  children  thou  haft  gitea 
me.** 

A8  Noah*8  ark  was  acceffible,  and  had  a  door  in  it 
for  people  to  enter ;  fo  in  a  crucified  Jefus  there  is  a 
door  of  accefs  opened^  even  a  door  of  faith^  where- 
by poor  finncrs  of  the  Gentiles  may  have  accefs  to 
Qiriftt  and  to  God  in  him»  h€i%  xiv.  17.  As  Paul 
and  Barnabas  rehearfad  it  as  glad  tidings  to  the 
church,  that  ^^God  had  opened  a  door  of  faidi  un- 
to the  Gentiles  ^^  fo  we  Gentile  finners  ihould  gladly 
receive  the  news.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,?or  o- 
pening  this  door  of  faithy  and  keeping  it  ftill  open  to 
perifhing  fiiiners. 

Come,  then,  O  Gentile  finner,  enter  in  by  this  door 
to  the  Ark,  and  lodge  thy  foul  within  it,  that  thou  mayfl: 
be  fafe  from  the  flood  of  wrath  that  is  coming  upoa 
the  ungodly  world.  God  forbid  you  be  found  hover- 
ing without  the*  Ark,  until  the  flood  come  and  wa(h 
you  off  from  tlie  very  fides  of  it*  O  how  difmal  and 
cutting' will  the  thought, be  to  you  through  all  eternity, 
that  you  was  fo  near  Chrift,  and^  within  a  fl;ep  of  thd 
Ark,  and  fometimes  touching  it,  add  yet  never  entered 
it !  How  fad  will  it  be  to  periffa,  like  the  thief  upon  the 
crofs,  with  a  Saviour  at  your  fide  !  and  to  fink  into 
bdl  betwixt  the  arms  of  mercy  ftretched  forth  to  fave 
you !  Now,  poor  foul,  the  Ark  is  near  you^  flee  to  it 
witJi  fpeed  ;  behold,  for  your  encouragement,  there  is 
a  window  opened  in  the  fide  of  the  Ark,  and  mercy's 
hand  is  put  forth  to  take  in  (helterlefs  doves  who  come 
to  it.  Now  is  the  time  to  beftir  yomfelf,  to  cohie  into 
the  Ark  without  delay,  and  fo  prevent  your  perifliing 
in  the  flood  for  ever. 

^.  What  ftiall  I  do  to  get  into  the  Ark;  to  wit,  a 
crucified  Jefus  ? 

A.  I.  Be  like  Noah's  dove  which  he  fent  forth,  fee 
diat  you  find  ho  reft  for  the  fole  of  your  foot  any  where 
elfe  \  turn  your  back  upon  all  other  arks  of  mens  de- 
vifing,  they  are  all  inrufiicient  to  fave  you  from  the 
flood :  Make  not  an  ark  of  the  abfolute  mercy  of  God 
out  of  Chrift,  feeing  he  declares  a  crucified  Jefus  to  be 
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the  QxAaj  dbannel  of  bia  mercy*  MM^e  qo^  Vk  z%\  of 
cnuTchpriyileges,  aa  your  gbgd  education^  adP^^J^ 
to.  iealing  ordinances,  &c*  for  die  ,ark  did  not  fave  Shi- 
bh,  nor  the  alui^s  horns  fare  Joab>  nor  the  temple  &Te 
Jerufalem.  Make  not  an*  ark  of  your  gifts^  knowledge^ 
prayersy  duties,  moral  hpnefty^  or  felf-nghteoufneui 
lor  the  loodft  when  it  comes,  will  daOi.  all  tbefe  in 
pieces.  Suppofe  thoCe  of  the  old  world  bad  biult  o- 
ther  (hips  as  like  the  ark  9s  poflible,  or  had  fied  to 
liigh  towers  of  their  own  contriving,  the  deluge  would 
have  deftroved  them  all}  there  was  no  fafety  to?  thfsta 
but  in  Noan's  ark  alone*  So  whatever  arks  you  deyife 
to  fave  you  from  wrath,  if  -a  crucified  Cbrift,  tKe  Ark 
of  God's  biulding,  be  flighted,  the  flood  will  (weep  a- 
vnj  all  your  iPK^  arks,  as  the  rrfuff  of  /us,  Ua.  xxviii. 

a*  Labour  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  your  mi* 
fery  while  out  of  the  Ark  i  and,  in  a  deep  fenfe  of 
your  necefSty  of  getting  into  it,  break  prefently  over 
9II  the  bars  and  boiderances  which  the  devil  cafts  in 
your  way  to  flop  your  entjcy  into  the  Ark }  as  unbelief^ 
finful  pleafuresi  worldly  cares*  pi^efuinptuous  hopes^ 
carnal  cdmpany,  diverfionsi  &c«  break  refolutely  thro^ 
all  thefe  to  the  Ai;k,  as  David's  three  mighty  men 
br^  through  the  hoft  of  the  Philiflbes  to  the  well  oiF 
Bethleheip ;  furehr.  ^our  arguments  for  doing  it  are 
far  flrqnger  than  theirs* 

3.  Approye  heartily  the  whole  contrivance  of  God's 
Ark  in  all  its  rooms  and  ftories :  Approve  Chrift  cru- 
cified in  his  Perfon,  nature,  offices  and  relations ;  in 
bis  flates  of  humiliation  andi  exaltation :  Accept  of 
him  in  them  all,  (ubfcribe  to  the  whole  new- covenant-. 

^icheme,  as  a  device  worthy  of  God,  and  pf  infilnite 
yifdoQi;  content  to  tb^  great  end  and  defign  of  it; 
namely,  that yi^  be  debafed,  and  /ree  grace  eternally 
magnified* 

4.  fie  {requently.  eflaying  faith's  fligbt  unto  the  Ark* 
smd  to  the  window  in  the  fide  of  it;  make  eameft 
inints  like  Noah's  refUefs  dove,  to  get  in^  fay  oft  iike 
David,  Ffal«  Iv.  6.  .*<  O  that  I  had  wings,  like  2^  doye, 
for  then  I  would  fly  away-  amd  be  at  reft,*'     I  Mfould 
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hi^en  my  efca|ie  &om  the  flood,  and  lodge  my  foul  this 
minute  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Ark.  Believing  is 
a  work  you  (hoiild  be  bft^n  eSayiiig,  and  though  you 
cannot  believe  with  faying  faith,  yet  beliere  as  you 
can,  looking  to.  G<^d  for  more  ftrength*  You  cannot 
pray,  praife,  or  fah^iiPy  the  fabbath  aHght,  yet  you  aiin 
jat  tnefe  duties  as  you  can  ;  fo,  in  like  manner,  make 
hoheft  hrihts  at  beiieVing  ihd  Bying  to  Chrift ;  and  aim 
in  his  ftrehgth,  to  apply  his  bltk>d,  tevcry  rhan  to  hifc 
ipwn  foul  in  partictdair,  by  ati  dpp'roipnatmg  {kith  (cor^ 
tefpohdingto  the  free  goqpero^O^i^d  taking  hom^  the 
fem^dya$  his  own  3  depending  fliifl  upon  &e  Splint^ 
]^ace,  who  inrill  not  fail  tbofe  who  trtift  in  hith,  btit 
Itffift  ^etn  in  making  faTingipp1ictiti6n. 

J.  Be  wilHhg  to  part  with  every  tliii^  that  wouH 
Cony)ete  with  God's  ark,  however  fpedous  dr  plaufible 
Hi  fhf  ^  it  may  have.  Renounce  the  old  covenant j  anft 
all  lurl^ing  places  about  mount  Sinai,  for  in  none  df 
diefe  you  can  find  fafety*  Abhbr  your  own  righteouf- 
iiefs  for  an  Ark,  whatever  fhape  it  appear  in  ;  and  em- 
brace him  alone  for  it,  who  is  **  the  Lord  our  rigfi^ 
teoufnefs^  His  righteoufnefs  only  is  lpdtle&,  perfe^k 
and  law- biding. 

6.  Make  a  tt^rrcndcr  of  yoturfelf,  and  aO  you  liavey 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  to  be  difpofedof'byhiihashepleafeth: 
Be  willing  to  fixSer  the  bfs  of  all  things  for  him ;  yea^ 
count  all  things  lofs  and  dung,  that  you  may  win  to 
^e  Ark|  and  be  found  therein  when  the  flodd  com- 
cth. 
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ADVICE    n. 

From  Rev.  ill.  20.    BeMdlJlaniat  tb$  door  ana  knocK  \ 

LOST  finner»  I  bring  you  good  tidings ;  liie  eternal 
Son  of  God  hath  undertaken  a  long  journey,  and  en^- 
dured  great  fufierings  to  purchafe  falvation  for  thee  ! 
A  dear  purchafe  it  is,  dear  hath  it  coft  him  to  obtain 
it !  and  now  he  hath  brought  it  the  length  of  thy  door^ 
and  there,  O  man,  Chrift  is  (landing,  knocking,  and 
faying,  *'  This  day  falvation  is  come  to  this  door,''  o« 
pen  and  take  it  in.  Now,  can  you  refufe,  O  finner,  to 
take  in  Chrift's  purchafed  falvation,  when  Chrift  hath 
come  with  it  to  thy  very  door,  even  the  door  of  thy 
heart.  Behold  he  ftands  at  it,  and  knocks  foi^  en« 
trance  !  Open,  open,  &c* 

The  arguments  for  your  opening  are  ftrong  and 
many : 

I.  Confider  at  whofe  door  Chrift  doth  fiand,  even 
at  the  door  of  a  creature  infinitely  below  him.  Oh !  it 
is  a  beggar^  door,  that  hath  nothing  to  entertain  Chrift 
with  when  he  enters  !  yet  faith  he.  Open  to  me,  and 
I  will  bring  in  provifion  with  me,  and  make  thee  a 
xich  feaft.  It  is  at  the  door  of  a  poor  Lazarus,  that 
is  aU  full  of  ulcers  and  fores ;  yet,  faith  Chrift,  Open, 
and  I  will  bring  bi  the  balm  of  Gilead,  a  plaifter  of  my 
blood  for  healing  all  your  fores,  and,  for  as  cofliy  as  it 
is,  it  (hall  coft  you  nothbg.  It  is  even  at  the  door 
of  an  enemy,  a  mortal  enemy,  that  Chrift  ftands ;  you 
have  fpoke  ill  of  him«  thought  ill  of  him,  and  done  ill 
to  him ;  you  have  aflPronted  him,  wounded  him,  and 
lodged  his  traitors  and  murderers  ;  yet,  (aith  Chrift^ 
Open,  and  hearken  to  the  offers  and  teims  of  reconci- 
liation which  I  have  purchafed  for  you  with  my  blood  ; '  ^ 
they  are  moft  furprifing  and  fafe,  eafy  and  honourable.  \ 
—It  is  at  the  door  of  fatan's  (laves  that  Chrift  ftands» 
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feeding  upon  his  hulks ;  yet,  faith  Chrift,  open  to  mc, 
and  I  will  fct  you  at  liberty,  and  make  ycm  God's  free- 
men and  children.  Why  theti  will  you  not  open  anJ 
receive  him  joyfully  ?  O  finncr,  (land  amazed  at 
Chrift's  condefcending  goodncfs,  in  (landing  at  the 
door  of  fuch  a  fm oaky- cottage,  fo  til  fwepti  and  out  of 
order  I  Good  reafon  have  you  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  I 
am  not  worthy  thou  (houldd  come  under  my  roof." 
But  feeing  thou  humbled  thyfclf  to  vifit  the  unworthy 
in  fuch  a  manner,  come  in,  and  but  fpeak  the  word^ 
and  the  houfe  (hall  be  cleanfed,  difeafcs  healed,  grie* 
vances  redrefied,  and  the  foul  made  happy.  It  is  high* 
ly  your  intereft  then  to  op^n  the  door,  and  welcome  in 
your  Saviour,  who  (lands  and  knocks  for  accefs. 

li  Again,  conlider  who  it  is  that  (lands  at  your  door : 
It  is  even  the  King  of  glory,  a  King  of  iniinite  power 
and  majedy  !  And  will  you  not  lift  up  the  gates  of 
your  fouls  to  this  King  ?  Were  it  but  an  earthly  king 
that  knocked  at  your  door,  you  would  foon  open  and 
receive  him  ;  yea,  count  it  a  great  honour  that  you  hiid 
fuch  a  perfon  in  your  houfe.  But  what  are  clay  kings 
Jo  the  *^  King  of  glory  ?  To  the  Prince  of  the  kings 
of  the  earth  ?  To  our  great  Immanuel,  the  glorious 
Plant  of  renown,  the  Head  of  the  elc<3:  world  ^"  Who 
then  would  not  cad  the  gates  wide  open  to  fuch  a  glo« 
rious  King  ?  Again,  he  is  •*  the  cverlading  Father," 
and  the  Father  of  all  believers,  that  (lands  and  knocks! 
A  Father  full  of  pity,  that  follows  after  his  prodigai 
children,  and  invites  them  to  return  to  him  !  And  will 
not  a  child  open  the  door  to  his  father  I  Can  you  find 
in  your  heart  to  keep  your  compaflionate  Father  ftand- 
ing  at  your  door  \  Nay,  further,  it  is  your  Hu(baad 
that  knocks,  a  loving  Hu(band,  that  hath  fuffered  much 
for  your  caufe  :  And  will  not  an  afFe£lionate  fpoufc 
open  and  let  in  her  hu(band  ?  Moreover,  it  is  your 
Fhyfician  that  knocks,  who  brings  healing  medicines 
for  all  your  difeafes,  by  which  he  hath  cured  many 
thoufands  before  now  !  And  will  not  a  (ick  and  dying 
man  let  in  fuch  a  Phylician  ?  Open,  O  finncr,  why 
will  you  die  ?  - 

III.  Confider 


in«  Confider  Chrift's  patience  and  long  foflbing  at 
your  door ;  he  doth  not  knock  and  then  go  away  as  one 
indifferent  whether  you  open  or  not ;  no,  he  knocks 
and  (lands  ftiU  ;  he  ftands  and  knocks  again,  and  that 
after  many  repulfes  I  No  beggar,  wanting  an  alms^ 
would  ftand  fo  long  at  our  doors,  as  Chrift  ftands  at  a 
beggar's  door,  not  leeking  to  take  from  him,  but  wsnU 
ing  to  give  unto  him.  O  wonder  at  his  goodhefa  zni 
long  patience  !  Behold,  he  that  hath  a  throne  of  glory 
to  fit  on,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  to.  bow 
before  him,  is  willing,  O  finner,  to  ftand  at  thy  door  I 
Yes,  he  ftands,  whilft  thou  doft  ly  in  the  bofom  of  thy 
lufts.  He  ftands  without,  whilft  his  enemies  aTe  let  in, 
and  allowed  to  po0efs  the  beft  feats !  He  ftands  at  the 
door  while  fatan  is  let  in,  and  gets  tihe  eafy  chair !  O 
wonderful  patience  !  that  Chrift,  after  fo  many  affronts 
and  repulfes,  and  after  feeing  enepiies  preferred  before 
him,  (faould  continue  to  ftand  at  your  door  and  knock ! 
But,  O  finner,  do  not  try  his  patience  too  much,  nor 
provoke  him  too  long  \  for,  obfenre  the  text,  he  now 
ftands,  he  is  on  his  feet  ready  to  go  away ;  the  knock 
will  be  given  that  will  prove  the  laft,  and  thou  knowefi; 
ftot  but  the  prefent  knock  may  b^  it  i  do  npt  the  delay 
to  open  one  momi^nt  longer* 

IV.  Confider  Chrift's  iani^  defijee  to  be  let  into  your 
heart ;  hfi  not  only  ftands  at  the  door,  but  he  knocks  ; 
yea,  blocks  loud,  and  knocks  often,  to  convince  ypu  of 
tiis  earneftnefs.  Many  a  loud  knock  doth  he  gvrpy  bjr 
his  calls  and  invitations  in  his  word,  .*<  Come  unto  mcf», 
•;— open  unto  mei-r-look  unto  me/^  Many  a  knock  gives 
he  by  his  piromifes  to  you,  **  I  will  come  in,-»l  will 
fop  with  you,r-l  will  eafe  you,— heal  you,-«^enlighteti 
you,-r-mamfcft  myfclf  to  you,**  &c.  Many  a  knock 
igives  he  by  his  threatenin^s  of  wrath  and  vengeance  a^ 
gainft  thofe  who  ftiut  their  doors  againft  him.  Many  _ 
a  knock  gives  he  by  your  own  conuience,  and  by  his 
own  Spirit  raifing  conviftions,  inclinations,  defires  and 
purpofes,  within  your  heart  to  bring  you  to  a  Saviour* 
And  many  a  rap  and  knock  d<^th  he  grve  at  your  door 
on  facramental  occafions.  Then  it  is  he  knocks  akmd 
with  his  ^aikd  hands  and  pierced  feet,  and  ftands  at 
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jour  door  with  his  wounds  open,  his  bbod  ftrcamingy 
and  his  garments  dyed  with  blood  :  and  all  this  to  (how 
his  earneftnefs  to  b^  let  into  your  heart.  Open  th^n 
to  Chrift,  O  finner,  while  he  is  knocking,  be  aflured  he 
will  not  knock  always,  this  may  poflibly  be  the  laft  day 
of  the  Spirit's  knocks  and  ftrivines  with  thee  \  fo  that| 
if  you  refttfe  tp  open  at  this  prelent  knock,  God  may 
'  ftrike  you  dead  ancl  fenfi^Iefs  all  your  life,  clap  a  feal  on 
the  door  that  it  (hall  never  open  \  you  may  near  mini- 
Iters  knock  after  this,  but  never  hear  God's  Spirit 
knock  again ;  and  <*  wo  unto  you  if  he  depart  from 
you."  Remember,  O  man,  for  as  many  knocks  God 
gires  at  your  door,  he  keeps  an  exa£l  account  of  them 
ally  and  will  reckon  them  all  up  to  you  at  the  judg- 
ment-feat*  And  can  you  think  he  will  open  heaven 
to  you  then,  who  will  not  open  your  heart  to  him  now ! 
No,  no ',  his  ea,r  will  be  as  deaf  to  you  hereafter,  as 
yours  is  to  him  now.  Read  and  believe  that  terrible 
word,  Frov.  i«  24.  &c« 


ADVlCE    III. 

From  Rev.  iii.  20.    If  any  man  bear  my  ^ict^  and  open 
the  doaf^  I  wiiicome  in  and /up  with  him. 

GREAT  and  precious  arc  the  promifes  which 
Chrift  makes  to  them  who  hearken  to  hi»  voice  in  the 
gofpeUo&rs,  and  open  their  hearts  to  receive  him  as 
offered  to  them  in  all  his  offices  ;  I  will  come  in,  and 
bring  all  the  benefits  of  my  pifrchafe  with  me,  to  enter* 
tain  and  feaft  that  foul,  even  pardon,  peace,  light,  life, 
grace  and  glory. 

I.  Obferve  Jke  duty  called  for,  is  to  hear  Chrift's 
voice  and  open  the  door  to  him  \  that  is,  to  accept  and 
embrace  the  firee  gofpel-ofiers^  and  heartily  to  acquiefce 
in  the  gofpeUmethod  of  a  finner's  reconciliation  and 
fan£lification  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  our  glorious 
Immanuel,  and  willingly  receive  and  fubmit  to  htm  as 
our  Prophet,  Prieft  and  King.  What  is  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpely  but  Chrift's  charming  voice  calling  lo^ 
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fidners  home  to  hiipfelf  ?  What  is  it,  but  Chrift's  fol- 
lowing them  with  invitations  and  intreaties  to  come  to 
him  and  live  ?  This  is  Cbrift's  voice  which  he  would 
have  fmners  to  hear,  come  and  live  ;  though  they  ge- 
nerally refufe  to  do  it !  O  what  condemned  malefa£ior 
would  refufe  to  hear  the  voice  of  his  fovereign  offering 
him  his  life,  as  condemned  fmners  do  ?  John  v.  40* 
"Ye  will  not  come  to  me  that  ye  might  have  life.* 
Yet  t)ehold,  after  many  refufals,  he  follows  his  offers 
with  arguments,  (Irong  arguments  to  prevail  with  fin* 
sers,  and  after  the  greated  obdinacy  he  is  loth  to  break 
off  his  treaty  with  them,  Hof.  xi.  8.  ''  How  (hall  I  give 
thee  up,  Ephraim  ? — Why  will  ye  die  ?**  What  reafon 
can  you  give  ••  for  refufing  life  ?  or  for  chobfing  death  ?" 

IL  Obferve  wh^  it  is  that  Chtift  calls  to  hear  his 
voice,  and  open  their  doors  to  him  :  It  is  not  this  or  that 
man  only,  or  any  particular  fort  of  men,  it  is  ^ny  man^ 
every  man  that  fits  under  the  gofpel.  '*  If  any  man  will 
hear  my  voice  and  open  the  door,  (faith  Chrift)  1  will 
come  in."  **  If  any  man  will  open,  (be  he  old  man 
or  young  man)  I  will  come  in."  If  the  greatcft  finner, 
the  mod  crimfon-coloured  finner,  will  open,  I  will  come 
in.  •*  Any  man,"  if  the  fwearer  will  open,  if  the  fab- 
bath-breaker,  if  the  murderer,  if  the  drunkard,  if  the 
unclean,  if  the  thief,  if  the  cheat,  if  the  liar,  if  the 
mocker,  if  the  prayerleis  man,  if  the  man  that  hates 
God  and  godlinefe,  will  open  to  me,  '^  I  will  come  in 
and  fup  with  him."  O  what  encouragement  doth  this 
word,  "If  any  man,"  give  to  every  (inner  to  flee  to 
Chrift  ?  If  any  man,  whoever  he  be,  whatever  he  hath 
done,  if  he  will  welcome  me,  receive  me  in  the  gofpeU 
offers,  I  will  come  in  to  him. 

III.  Obferve,  Chrift  requires  finners  to  open  the 
doot  that  he  may  come  in,  to  teach  them ;  however 
unable  they  be,  this  is  their  duty ;  they  muft  mint,  and 
ufe  all  means  to  do  it,  and  look  iip  to  him  for  ftrength. 
He  will  have  the  fmner's  confent,  and  the  foul  made 
willing  to  receive  him.  O  then  caft  open  the  door, 
open  it  wide,  receive  Chrift  wholly,  receive  him.  with, 
out  rcferve,  open  before  him  the  "  the  two*leaved  gates," 
not  the  wicket,  or  one  leaf  onlyi  but  both  leaves  of  die* 
door.    Let  Chrift  have  the  full  and  free  qpnfent  of  the 
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foul^  an  ^undant  entrance  into  it.  Thettare  fome  re* 
icdTing  Coopoi  the  door  to  Clurtft,  others  perhaps  arc 
he|inning.lo«pen  its  O  let  them  not  halt  in  doing  \U 
Wtth  (bme  the  door  is  half  c^n,  and  there  they  ftop* 
They  are  ahnofti  txiit  not  akogether  Chriftiaiis.  O  al* 
mod  Cbriftian^  why  do  you  hrit  ?  Why  wo«M  you  lofe 
all  the  pains  you  have  been  at  i  A  little  mote  wo«dd 
caft  the  door  wide  open»  and  make  you  an  altogether 
Chriftian.  Go  then  a  little  further,  O  finni^r,  to  fave 
your  fisttl.  Open  toChrift  all  the  powers  and  faculties 
of  your  foul.  -  Open  to  him  fuUy  here^  as  you  would 
haTC  him  to  open  freely  to  you  herealter.  <%,  what 
mean  you  to  open  to  Chrift  by  haWes  i  Alas^  the  half 
Oftn  door  will  be  ready  to  go  to  agaiiii  and  if  fo»  it  may 
nerer  open  for  the  future* '  Let  it  be  your  concern  then 
to  go  a  little  further  than  the  almoft  Chrillian,  and  reft 
not  in  fair  beginnings* 

IV.  ObiJerve,  how  great  the  advantage  is  of  opening 
the  door  to  Chrift :  ^yhy  ?  I  will  come  into  the  hottfe» 
faith  hCf  even  the  friend  of  finners,  the  King  of  glory 
will  come  in,  the  beft  gueft  that  ever  came  into  a  poor 
man's  houfe  :  How  faonouraUe»  how  profitable,  how 
happy  and  Ueficd,  muft  fuch  a  vifit  be !  ^  For  what 
end  will  Chrift  come  in  ?  A.  He  «411  come  in  to  en* 
lighten  the  houfe ;  for  the  foul  is  a  dark  dungeon  while 
Chrift  is  ibm  out :  He  will  come  in  to  actom  and  en- 
rich the  (bul  with  the  ornaments  and  treafures  of  his 
grace :  He  will  come  in  to  reign  in  the  foul^  and  pull 
down  the  tyrant  that  hath  long  oppreft^ou :  As  in  the 
text,  he  will  come  in  and  fup  with  you,  and  caufis  you 
to  iup  with  him :  And,  becaufe  you  have  no  fitting 
provifion  in  the  houfe,  he  will  bring  it  with  him.  And 
O  how  rare  are  Chrift's  dainties^  his  hidden  manna,  the 
fruits  of  the  tree  of  life,  the  grapes  of  Canaan,  the  bread 
that  comes  down  from  heaven  !  How  excellent  is  the 
water  of  life  !  One  drop  of  it  would  be  an  everlafting 
fpring  in  thy  foul,  that  would  keep  thee  from  thirfting 
after  the  creature  any  more.  What  a  rich  feaft  are 
the  graces  pf  the  Spirit  quickened  to  a  lively  exercife  ! 
What  a  bleft  feaft  is  pardon  of  fin^  peape  with  juftice. 
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peace  with  the  Iaw«  an  intereft  in  Chrift's  purchafei  tn^ 
timations  of  Ghrift's  love,  gofpel-promifes  applied,  com- 
munion  with  God,  views  of  eternal  life,  well  grounded 
'  hopes  of  immortal  glory !  &c.  O  how  precious  and 
delicate  are  thofe  gofpel  rarities  which  are  fet  before 
you  on  the  communion-table,  and  freely  tendered  to 
every  one  that  opens  the  door  to  Chriil !  Wha  would 
not  welcome  fuch  a  Gueft  that  brings  fuch  glorious 
provifion  with  him  ?  Had  poor  finners  fpiritual  appe- 
tites (harpened  for  Chrift's  teaft,  there  would  not  be  fo. 
many  (hut  doors  againft  him. 

V.  Obfcrve,  how  folemnly  Chrift  offers  theft  gofpeK 
bleilings  to  you,  with  a  bihoU  Iftani^  &c.  Chrift  tsdces 
witnefles  upon  it,  witnefles  againft  the  refufers :  Be- 
hold, ye  angels;  and  witnefs  for  me  how  kind  and  boun* 
tiful  my  offers  are  to  Adam's  rebellious  children  !  Be^ 
hold  ye  miniftcrs,  and  witnefs  againft  thofe  who  (hut 
me  out !  Behold,  ye  ftones  and  timber  of  the  houfe,  ye 
elements  and  communion-tables,  bear  witnefs  for  me 
and  againft  them  !  Behold,  ye  fellow  communicants  and 
hearers,  bear  witnefs  one  againft  another,  that  I  knock- 
ed, I  called,  I  knocked  loud,  I  knocked  long,  but  ye 
kept  your  doors  bolted  againft  me»  It  is  a  melancholly 
thought  for  thofe  who  are  minifters  to  entertain,  that' 
they  will  one  day  be  brought  in  as  witnefles  againft 
thofe  who  ftiut  out  their  Saviour ;  but  when  called,  they 
muft  witnefs  againft  fuch,  though  never  lb  dear  to 
them  now,  that  Chrift  called,  but  they  refufed ;  he  made 
kind  and  large  offers,  but  they  regarded  them  not.  O 
then  let  every  foul  fet  about  fweeping  and  wafliing  all 
the  rooms,  and  caft  open  all  the  doors,  as  wide  as  they 
can,  to  the  Kmg  of  glory,  and  receive  him  with  accla-r 
mation  and  praife.  TaKC  the  crown  off  the  head  of 
felf,  and  put  it  on  the  head  of  Chrift,  afcribing  all  the 
glory  of  your  falvation  to  him,  and  nothing  to  free-will, 
or  your  own  doings. 
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ADVICE    iV. 

From  Prov,  ix.  5.     Comt^  eat  of  my  breads  and  drink  of 
the  wine^  &c. 

CHRIST  is  the  «  Wifdom  of  God,"  who  hath  made 
rich  proviGon  for  entertaining  his  people,  and  hath  fet 
it  before  them  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper  9 
even  Chrift  crucified,  with  all  the  fruits  of  his  purchafe* 
*'  His  flefh  is  meat,  indeed,  and  his  blood  is  drink,  in- 
deed," The  fruits  we  feaft  upon  are,  "  pardon  and 
peace,  righteoufnefs  and  grace,  the  affiirance  of  Ood^s 
love,  the  confolations  of  his  Spirit,  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel,"  and  all  the  earnefts  and  pledges  of  eternal  life. 
To  this  feaft  ftarving  fouls  are  invited,  to  feed^by  faith 
upon  thofe  promifes  Chrift  hath  prepared  for  them, 
applying  them  to  themfelves,  and  taking  the  comfort  of 
them. 

Bread  and  wine  are  choien  as  fit  refemblances  oi  his 
fpiritual  feaft.  As  bread  and  wine  ferve  to  preferve 
our  natural  life,  and  to  ftrengthen  and  chear  us,  when 
weak  or  fainting  j  fo  Chrift  crucified,  apprehended  by 
faith,  preferyes  our  fpiritual  life,  and  procures  eternal 
life,  ftrengthens  weak  believers,  and  chears  droop* 
ing  fouls.  As  bread  and  wine  incorporate  with  our 
bodies  \  fo  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  dwells  in  us,  and  we  by 
faith  and  love  dwell  in  kim.  As  bread  and  wine  fatisfy 
our  hunger  and  thirft ;  fo  thofe,  who  by  faith  lay  hold 
and  partake  of  Chrift's  fleih  and  blood,  (hall  no  more 
hunger  or  thirft  after  earthly  things.  Bread  is  the  moft 
necefiary  thing  in  the  world,  h^nce  called  the  Jiaff  ^f 
breads  it  upholds  our  lives  ;  fo  Chrift  is  the  mercy  of 
mercies,  the  moft  ufeful  and  neceiTary  blefling  to  pre- 
ferve our  ftarving  fouls.  Chrift  is  the  Staff  of  bread, 
indeed,  to  believing  communicants,  a  Staff  that  fup- 
ports  you,  a  Staff  that  defends  you,  a  Staff  that  will 
beat  off  all  your  enemies  :  If  you  take  hold  of  this  Staff 
by  faith^  it  will  rout  and  put  all  your  foes  to  flight. 
3  C  2  There 
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There  is  no  bread  like  this !  *'  I  am  the  Bread  of  life»'' 
(atth  Chrift. 

We  read,  Jadgea  vitL.  i  j.  o£  a  dream  of  one  of  the 
M idianiti(h  hoft ;  he  dreamed  when  Gideon  was  com- 
ing upon  them,  diat  a  cake  of  barley  bread  came  tumb- 
ling into  the  hoft  of  Midian»  and  fmote  a  tent  that  ft 
fell  to  the  ground.  Skraoge !  A  piece  of  bread  over- 
turn a  tent !  Behold  the  interpretation  of  that  dreamt 
in  the  holy  faerament  f  Here  a  piece  of  bread,  if  eaten 
by  faith,  that  will  inyade  the  MidianitiOi  hoft  of  the 
devit,  and  the  lufts  of  the  fleflii  ftrike  down  ^  their 
tents,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Come  then,  eat  of  this 
bieadf  belieYingly,  and  fake  faith^siPiewof  Chrift's  body 
reprefented  by  it,  aa  bruifed  and  broken  by  your  fin»; 
this  will  weaken  iheir  power,  and  turn  your  heart  a- 
gainft  them,  a«d  make  you  refohre  that  thofe  enttniet 
of  Chrift  (hatl  not  Uve  in  your  foul.  If  the  fight  of 
Csefef^ff  bloody  robe  incenfed  the  Romans  againft  die 
murderers  who  flew  him ;  much  more  a  fight  of  Chrift'a 
wounds  and  bruifet  tn  the  faerament,  (hould  eicite  yoli 
to  hate  and  kill  fin,  and  rerenge  Chrift's  death  upon 
this  cruel  murderer. 

Agun,  would  you  have  firength  for  your  wSdemefs 
joumevi  and  for  the  temptationa  and  triab  you  meet . 
>  with,  before  you^  haveeccafion  of  another  fiicrament  ? 
Come  eat  of  this  bread  that  ftrengtheaeth  the  hearts  of 
men.  Here  is  foo^  more  fiibftanthd,  durable  and  nou- 
rtfting,  than  Etijah^s  cake  baken  on  the  coals^  and  the 
crutfe  of  water  provided  for  him  by  the  angel  \  and  yet 
it  is  fatd,  he  ^  went  in  the  ftrength  of  that  meat  forty 
days  and  forty  nights^  u^til^  he  came  to  Horeb  the 
mount  of  God,**  i  KifYgs  xa.  7.  8.  There  we  find 
Elijah  twice  wakened  by  the  aagel>  that  he  might  take 
%  double  meal,  *'  Arifeandeat^  for  thy  jcMirney  is  long  *r 
So  God  may  be  faying  to  tlvee^  O  Chriftian- traveller, 
Arife  and  eat,  awake,  O  fuidi^awake^  O  fpirttuat  appe* 
the,  thy  journey  may  be  long ;  take  a  good  meat,  you 
know  not  what  hiU&  you  have  te^climb,  what  winds  and 
ftorma  may  blow  iiv  d)y  face,  before  another  e^cafion 
of  this  fort :  Satan-s  ftorm  may  blow^  and  death's  ftorma 
may  blew,  fo  that  yo»  maf  xmck  fee  another  taUe  Uke 
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this  ttU  yoa  come  to  the  mount  of  God  above.  This  is 
the  feme  bread  the  glorified  faints  do  feed  on  in  heaven. 
Chrift  is  the  Manna  that  came  down  from  heaven  to 
feed  perifhing  fouls*  The  Ifraelites  mai^na  was  a  type 
pf  Chrtfty  and  hence  ctM^A  fpiritual  iread^  t  Coh  x.  4« 

The  manna  was' freely  given  to  them,  and  fell  every 
morning  round  theif\tents,  and  all  of  them  were  at  free-i> 
dom  tO(  gather  it|  an<lvthere  was  enough  for  the  whole 
camp ;  fo  Chrift  is  God's  free  gift,  and  in  him  is  a  UA^ 
nefs  of  grace  for  the  wb^e  believing  world,  and  every 
gofpei-hearer  is  free  to  lather  it,  though  indeed  the 
morning  of  our  lives  is  did^oft  proper  gatfaeiing  time* 
There  was  a  memorial  of  mis  manna  preferved  in  the 
ark ;  fo  is  there  of  Chrift  in\Uie  Lord's  fupper,  as  the 
food  of  our  fouls*  Manna  w^s  ground  in  a  mill,  or 
beaten  in  a  mortar,  and  ba]ken  m  an  oven,  before  it  wa» 
fit  for  food  *,  fo  Chrift  was  bruifed  and  ground  by  hit 
fufferings,  and  fcorched  in  the  fiery  oven  of  his  Father** 
wrath,  that  he  might  become  a  fit  Saviour,  and  fit  food 
for  out  fouls. 

But  Chrift  crucified  infinitely  excels  ^he  Ifraelites 
manna  :  Theirs  was  peculiar  to  themfelves  \  but  Chrift 
is  free  to  both  Jews  and  Gentiles :  Theirs  ceafed  when 
they  came  to  Canaan  ;  but  ours  continues  for  ever,  and 
is  enjoyed  moft  fully  in  the  Canaan  above  :  Theirs  only 
preferved  a  natural  life  ;  but  ours  gives  a  fpiritual  and 
eternal  life.  O  come,  then,  eat  of  this  heavenly  Breads 
when  fet  before  you  in  plenty,  with  hunger  and  defire, 
bleffing  God  for  it,  faying,  "  Lord,  evermore  give  us 
this  Bitead  :"  Come  with  fpiritual  appetites  and  purified 
hearts.  The  Ifraelites  manna  was^  laid  up  in  the  ark, 
and  kept  in  a  pure  golden  pot,  to  teach  you  to  cleanfe 
your  hearts  from  fin  and  Garrupti<m,  that  (bey  may  be 
Bt  to  lodge  Jefus  Chrift  our  heavenly  Manna.  If  the 
veifels  which  contain  the  facramental  bread  were  foul 
or  polluted,  you  would  cenfure  it  as  moft  indecent ;  but 
much  more  unbecoming  is  it,  to  receive  GktiSi  into  a 
foul  heart. 

Come  to  this  table  with  humiiity,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of 
your  ill-defervings,  acknowledging,  that  the  leaft  crumb 
of  this-  Br^d  will  be  a  great  mercy  to  fucb  an  4in worthy 

creature  I 
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creature  !  "  Truth,  Lord,  I  am  a  dog,"  yilc  and  poK 
luted,  yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  which  fall  from, 
the  childrens  table  !  May  I  plead  for  a  crumb  for  thy 
free  mercies  fake.  Oh,  I  am  unworthy  of  the  commoa 
bread  that  is  fet  upon  my  own  table,  much  more  of  the 
heavenly  Bread  that  is  fet  upon  thine  !  In  Aead  of  bread 
thou  mayft  give  me  a  (lone ;  in  (lead  of  a  fmile,  a  frown  ; 
inftead  of  xht  cup  of  the  New  Teftament,  thou  mayft 
put  a  cup  of  MTath  and  trembling  in  my  hand :  But  thy 
free  grace  and  large  offers,  encourage  me  to  wait  and 
hope,  that  "  the  needy  fhall  not  be  forgotten,  and  the 
cxpe£lation  of  the  poor  (hall  not  perifti." 

Come  with  a  lively  faith  to  receive  and  cat,  not  on- 
ly of  the  bread  of  life,  but  alfo  to  receive  the  Bread, 
tne  Lord,  your  Immanuel,  in  perfon,  and  make  ufc  of 
him  in  all  his  cfEces.  Come,  eat  with  love  and  tliank- 
fulnefs,  to  him  that  was  willing  to  be  beaten,  bruifed. 
ground,  and  fcorched,  that  he  might  be  Bread  for 
nourifhing  or  ftarving  fouls.  Receive  this  Bread  of 
heaven  thankfully  as  a  diilinguifhing  blefling,  which  '\% 
not  granted  to  all  indifferently  ;  for  as  God  rained 
down  manna  from  heaven  upon  the  Ifraelites.;.  fo  he 
rained  down  fire  and  brimflone  upon  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah. 


ADVICE    V. 

From  Gen.  xlv.  4.     Come  near  to  me^  I  am  Jofepbyour 
brother^  whom  you  foid, 

JOSEPH  was  an  eminent  type  of  Chrift  :  though 
he  was  hated,  fold,  and  cruelly  ufed  by  his  brethren  % 
yet  he  flill  loved  them,  forgave  them,  and  laid  out  him^^ 
fclf  for  their  prefervation  and  happinefs.  Though 
Chrift  be  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  -,  yet,  O  believing 
communicants,  he  owns  himfelf  as  your  brother,  ^'  bone 
of  your  bone,  and  flefh  of  your  fle(h  ;'*  nayj  he  is  not 
afhamcd  to  call  you  brethren,  **  Go  tell  my  brethren,** 
faid  he  to  Mary,  Mat.  xxriii.  104    Though  you  be  mean 

and 
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and  low,  and  Chrift  highly  raifed,  yet  his  exaltation 
doth  not  caufc  him  forget  his  poor  friends  below  5  he 
ftill  owns  th^m  as  his  brethren.  He  is  indeed  the  el- 
der Brother,  and  He.ir  of  all  things  ;  yet  he  is  pleafed 
to  adopt  his  younger  brethren  into  his  right,  and  make 
them  joint  heirs  with  him  of  the  inheritance  above. 
As  Jofeph  was  mod  condefcending  to  his  poor  bre-. 
thren,  though  he  was  lord  over  all  the  land  ;  fo  is 
Chrift.  As  they  did  not  know  Jofeph,  until  he  told 
them,  "  I  am  Jofeph  your  brother  /*  fo  neither  do  we 
know*  Chrift,  until  he  difcover  himfelf  to  us.  As  Jo- 
feph feemed  to  deal  roughly  with  his  brethren  at  firft, 
to  make  them  remember  the  injuries  they  did  him  ;  yet 
in  the  mean  time  he  loved  them,  gave  them  food,  and 
afterward^  fpoke  kindly  to  them.  So  Chrift  at  firft 
takes  ways  to  humble  his  people,  and  make  them  fen- 
fible  of  their  fni  5  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  fecretly 
fupports  them,  and  at  Itngth  brings  in  confolation  to 
them,  faying,  "  I  am  Jefus  your  brother,  it  is  I,  be  not 
afraid."  **  Come  n§ar  to  me,"  faid  Jofeph,  in  a  kind 
and  familiar  way  to  his  brethren ;  fo  Chrift  faith  to 
you,  draw  near  to  me  with  a  fincere  heart,  and  I  will 
mahifeft  myfelf  unto  you  as  a  loving  Brother, 

But  if  you  would  have  the  gracious  intimations  of 
his  favour,  you  muft  firft  be  humbled  for  the  wrongs 
you  have  done  him.  You  hjve  dealt  treacheroufly  and 
inhumanely  with  Chrift,  as  Jacob's  fons  did  with  their 
brother  Jofeph.  Thcfc  fold  their  brother  for  twenty 
pieces  of  filver  5  but,  ah !  have  not  fome  of  you  fold 
Jefus,  your  brother,  for  lefs,  even  for  fome  vile  luft  or 
filthy  pleafure  ?  Nay,  have  you  not  murdered  him  by 
your  fins  ?  As  Cain  flew  his  innocent  brother  openly 
in  the  field  5  fo  your  fins  hav^  openly  nailed  Jefus  to 
the  crofs,  in  the  fields  without  Jerufalem,  and  filed  his 
blood  like  water  on  the  ground.  O  how  can  you  an- 
swer for  fuch  horrid  cruelty  to  your  innocent  Brother  ? 
How  can  you  look  him  in  the  face,  after  all  you  have 
done  againft  him  ?  What  feeling  have  you  ot  th^  in-, 
juries  you  have  done  him  ?  Arc  you  deeply  humbled, 
and  hes^rtily  grieved  for  them?  Then  i  have  good 
news  to  tell  you,  you  have  to  do  with  a  moft  loving 

and 
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and  forgiving  Brother ;  t!.o«gh  you  have  betrayed  him, 
fold  him,  woimdcd  hiiP,  murdered  him  \  yet  he  is  wit- 
ling to  forget  and  forgive  all  to  the  humMe  penitent: 
**  Come  near  to  me,  (faith  he)  I  am  Jofeph  your  bro- 
ther ;^— ftand  not  at  a  diftance,  but  come  near  me  by 
faith  and  prayer,  embrace  me  in  the  facrament,  and  I 
will  give  you  a  fealed  pardon  of  all  your  crimes ;  I  will 
give  you  all  the  good  things  of  the  land,  far  excelling 
the  richeft  fruits  of  Egypt,  even  my  own  body  and  blood, 
with  all  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleflings  purchafed 
thereby. 

Objeft.  But,  alas  !  I  have  dealt  fo  bafely  and  trcacher- 
oufly  with  my  Brother  Jofeph,  I  have  no  confidence  to 
go  and  meet  him,  I  am  afraid  he  frown  on  me-  Anf. 
He  has  indeed  good  ground  to  do  it,  but  he  is  full  of 
bowels,  tendcrnefs  and  pity  to  penitents,  and  moft  rea« 
dy  to  forgive.  Let  me  advife  you  to  imitate  Jacob  when 
going  to  meet  his  bother  Efau,  whofe  wrath  he  very 
much  dreaded.  He  carried  prefents  alongft  with  him 
to  his  brother.  In  like  manner,  Vo  you  take  prefents 
with  you;  fuch as,  i.  Abroken,  contrite  and  humbled 
heart,  "  a  broken  heart  he  will  not  defpifc.**  a.  Take 
faith  with  you,  and  the  ftronger  it  is  it  will  be  the  more 
agreeable  prefent  to  Chrift ;  put  a  firm  truft  and  confi« 
^nce  in  his  blood  and  bowels,  bode  and  threap  kind* 
nefs  on  him,  like  the  woman  of  Canaan,  ^*  Truths 
liord,  I  am  a  dog,"  but  dog  as  I  am,  I  may  plead  for  a 
crumb,  feeing  thy  faithful  word  warrants  me  to  do  it. 
This  prefent  from  that  poor  creature  was  fo  acceptable 
to  Chrift,  that  he  immediately  anfwered,  ^*  O  woman^ 
great  is  thy  faith  \  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt, 
Mat.  XV.  28.  3.  Take  with  you  a  firm  purpofe  and 
refoludon,  in  the  ftrength  of  your  Brother,  not  to  be« 
tray  or  wound  him  any  more,  and  feal  a  covenant  with 
him  upon  thefe  terms.  4.  Take  with  you  a  fincere 
heart  and  purpofe  of  imitating  your  Brothor,  and  ftudy- 
ing  conformity  to  him.  *'  L^arn  of  me,  (faith  he)  for 
}  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.**  Thefe  prefents  would 
be  moft  acceptable  to  your  grieved  and  oflfended  Brother. 
But  feeing  you  have  nothing  of  your  own,  cry,  Lord, 
give  them  firft  to  me,  and  Til  o^r  them  unto  dice. 

What 
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What  condcfcenCon  is  this,  that  Chrifl,  the  King  of 
kitigs,  (hould  fay  to  all  believers.  Ye  are  my  bretfircn 
and  fiilers !  Who  would  not  defire  to  ftand  in  this  ho* 
nourable  relation  to  an  earthly  king^  and  far  more  to 
the  King  of  glory  !  Would  we  have,  him  then  for  our 
Brother  to  own  us,  fuccour  and  fympathize  with  us  in 
all  our  troubles ;  let  us  forthwith  en>brace  and  clofe 
with  him  by  faith,  as  he  is  tendered  to  us  in  the  rich, 
large  and  free  oiFers  of  the  gofpel,  ^nd  then  the  relation 
is  prefeintly  made  up.  O  how  inviting  and  alluring  is 
that  wordy  I  am  Jefus  your  Brother  I  It  fliovild  conquer 
the  moft  ftubborn  will,  and  make  every  unbelieving 
heart  to  receive  him  Kke  Tfaomas,  and  fay,  "  My  Lord, 
and  my  God.** 

Let  every  believer  in  diftrefs  come  like  the  bee,  and 
fuck  honey  from  this  Flower,  I  am  Jefus  your  Brother, 
'*  Be  not  afraid,  it  is  L"  Do  not  miftake  me  for  an 
enemy  in  any  of  my  dealings  with  you.  It  is  1  your 
Brother  that  means  you  no  harm.  It  is  I  that  loves 
vou,  and  laid  down  my  life  for  you.  It  is  I  who  by  my 
blopd  purchafed  fandified  affliflions  to  you,  to  work  for 
your  good.  It  is  I  that  doth  all  things  well,  and  have 
infinite  wifdom  and  love  to  order  and  dirtd  every  dif- 
penfatioQ  for  your  intereft  and  benefit.  It  was  I  that 
fwate  blood  for  you  in  the  garden,  was  fpit  on  and  bu{« 
feted  in  the  high-prieft's  hall,  and  nailed  for  you  to  the 
crofs,  and  ail  to  purehafe  eternal  happinefs  and  glory 
for  my  2iffli£ted  brethren.  I  am  Jcius  your  Brother, 
"  behold  my  hands  and  my  feet."  It  is  I  that  dica  and 
rofe  ag^ain  for  you,  and  have  afcended  to  my  Fa^t^r  and 
your  Father,  to  my  God  and  your  God ;  apd  have  gone 
up  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  It  is  I  that  (it  at  the 
helm,  and  ail  power  given  to  me.  It  is  1  that  an)  faith- 
f  ui  and  true, ,  and  1  have  ^Ke  fatjne  tender  h^art  and 
yearning  bowels  for  you  J  bad  on  earth.  It  is  I  that 
never  failed  any  that  trufted  in  n  e.  .  it  is  Jefus  your 
Brother,  who  am  ftill  the  famfc  yefttrday,  to  day,  and  for 
ever.  Be  not  afraid  in  trouble,  it  is  I  your  dear  Friend 
and  Brother  \  pome  near  to  me  in  the  daily  exert ife  of 
faith.  Come  near  and  clpfc  to  me  at  my  table,  and  take 
%  narrow  Icok  tp  my  fiye  big  wounds,  and  draw  confo- 
VoL^  111.  3D  '         Ration 


hckm  from  them.  Behold  the  two  liroutids  in  my  hands, 
ttid  the  two  wounds  in  my  feet,  which  were  made  t» 
brinf;  yda  back  from  heli  to  heaven*  Eehqid  a  fifth 
\trotmd  in  my  fide,  and  look  into  my  heart,  and  fee  It 
|>atiting  with  love,  and  do  not  quemon  your  Brother'^ 
lore  to  yon  any  mote. 


ADVICE    VI, 

from  IVf atth*  xxii.  z.     A  certain  hin^  made  a  marriage 
for  his  fon% 

THE  gofpel-covenant,  or  covenant  of  grace,  is  a  mar- 
ftage-covenant  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  5  a  ferrprif- 
ing  marriage  this  is,  and  ytt  a  marriage  of  God's  mak* 
ing»  Wonderful !  The  great  God  is  content  to  give, 
his  dear  Son  in  marriage  to  fallen  Adam's  daughter,  that 
"was  become  a  flave  to  the  devil !  Yea,  he  hath  drawn 
%ip  the  contradi,  and  all  the  articles  of  n.  Chrift  the 
Srideigroom  hath  cheerfully  fubfcribed  the  contraft, 
lie  dipt  the  pen  in  his  own  blood  on  thexrofs,  and  put 
lis  hand  to  it  in  the  vietv  df  God,  atigeh,  men,  and  all 
'flie  world.  Now  the  Bridegroom  wants  your  confcnt  to 
die  marriage- contraft,  afnd  he  hath  long  been  courting 
you  to  fubfcribe  it »  Some  of  .you  have  often  been  pur- 
^ofed  to  do  it,  yea,  taken  thd  pen  in  your  hand,  but, 
upon  lome  fmall  temptation,  if  ave  ftopt  and  thrown  by 
the  pen.  This  dj<y  Chrift  hath  fet  a  tryft  with  you  to 
conclude  the  bargain,  and  his  ambaffadors  are  come,  in 
Tiis  name,  to  fpread  thecontraft  before  you  with  all  its 
articles'  Well,  then,  «  Will  you  go  with  this  man  ?" 
"Will  you  put  your  hand  to  the  coirtraft  ? 

O  finners,  you  have  no  reafon  to  be  (hy  in  this  mat- 
ter, you  have  nothing  to  *be  vain  of,  you  are  mean  born, 
c^f  low  e^traft  J  yon  are  loathfome  lepers,  you  are  de- 
formed, black,  and  have  no  beauty  ;  you  arc  cripples, 
cannot  walk,  unlefs  Chrift  lift  you ;  you  are  drownetl 
in  debt,  many  old  fcores  hath  Chrift  to  clear  for  you, 
if  he  match  with  you.  O  who  would  make  love  to  fucfa 
a  wretched  creature  !  Yet,  brfiold,  here  is  one  that  fs 
fairer  than  the  fons  of  men,  of  the  blood-royal  of  hea- 
ven, 


ten,  the  Heir  of  all  thtng$»  courtmg  you  !  Be  9ftoni(h« 
cd,  O  ye  heaTene,  at  this  match  I  One  infinitely  rich 
irith  a  beggar,  the  Heir  of  heaven  with  the  heir  of  hell, 
the  Beauty  of  heaven  and  earth  with  a  deformed  negro ! 
But  if  the  Bridegroom  be  content^  why  (hould  you  ftick  ? 
Can  you  give  any  reafon  for  your  tefufal  or  dday  ?  Now 
the  God  of  heaven  is  fetting  tryft  with  you  to  conclude 
this  blefTed  bargain  with  you  at  his  table,  and  calling^ 
you  there  to  fign  and  fcal  a  marri^ge*contr^£t  with  his 
Son,  and  that  before  all  the  Perfons  of  the  glorioua  Trii* 
nity,  before  the  elcd  angels^  before  Chrift's  amhafladova» 
and  bdbre  all  the  congregation,  witnefies  thereto.  There 
have  been  many  meetings  heretofore,  about  this  gran4 
niFair,  to  no  efied  \  The  world,  fatan,  and  the  fle(h» 
jiave  formerly  broke  off  the  treaty  ;  forbid  it.  Lord,  tha^* 
they  clo  it  this  day.  O  that  the  long  fpoke  of  m^tch 
betwixt  a  crucified  Jeftts  and  loft  fouls  may  hQld  at  laft. 
This  may  be  the  laft  tryft,  the  laft  offex  Chrift  will  make  i 
it  may  be  now  or  nevctwkb  ypu.  Lay  your  hand  t9 
your  heart  then,  and  confider  well  before  you  rafufe^ 

Ck»ne,  take  another  view  i»f  this  beautifnl  BridegroMI 
that  is  in  yo^  offer*  Behold  bow  delicate  his  co/nt^ 
pLeidoo  is,  *'  He  as  white  and  ruddy  i"  white  lo  regard 
of  his  innocence,  and  ruddy  in  his  bloody  paflion  O 
how  peerle£s  is  his  Perfoo  I  How  raviihiog  his  beautf  I 
How  charming  his  voice  !  How  (lately  his  goings  2  Hoir 
fragrant  are  his  garments  !  They  fm^U  of  aloes,  0»y.rrh 
find  caffiai  Search  all  the  world,  you  cannot  find 
his  equal*  On£  gUmpfe  of  him  h  enough  to  ra viih  mem 
9Bd  angels-;  *'  Has  locks  are  black  and  bu%y  as  thp 
raFen,  his  lips  are  like  lillies  droppi^  £w«et  ffneUing 
^  aayrrh,  has  iegs  as  pillars  of  naarole  fei:  upon  dockets  oc 
fine  gold  ;  his  couotenanaoe  is  as  Lebanou,  excellent  ja$ 
the  cedars  -,  yea,  he  b  altpgether  lov.dy  \*'  N0W4  cas 
yiou  refufe  fuch  a  ioyely  Petlbo,  e^ciaUy  wi^en  yojyi 
think  how  he  loved  you,  fo  as  to  fufffir;a  cru^  an^ 
Uoody  death  fpr  you,  and  tp  fend  his  portraiture  M^ith 
the  maxks  of  his  wounds,  to  be  put  in  your  bands  jatxhi^ 
holy  table,  and  all  to  win  your  heajrt  i  £ome,  vietW  And 
remember  the  maciy  wounds  he  received  for  yo^,  .by 
ihe  thocns  which  pi^xced  his  kead«  by  the  pincers  jihat 
3  D  2  plucked 
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pIttckeH  his  Hair,  by  the  fcoufges  that  tore  his  back,  hj 
the  nails  that  pierced  his  hands  and  feet,  and  by  the 
fpear  that  opened  his  fide  !  Surely  thofe  wounds  ()o  not 
inar  his  beauty  to  the  eye  of  faith ;  nay>  though  he  be 
all  over  wounded,  mangled  and  bleedinpr,  yet  to  a  bc- 
litver  he  is  fttli  *'  white  and  ruddy,  thcehiefeft  among 
ten  thoufands*  fairer  than  all  the  fons  of  men,"  nay,  and 
all  the  fons  of  God  too 

Certainly  the  Bridegroom  muft  be  in  earned,  when 
he  comes  in  his  marriage-  robes  to  win  backward  hearts, 
when  he  puts  on  his  dyed  garments,  and  is  red  in  his 
apparel :  when  he  difplays  his  glory,  brings  the  mar- 
riage*contra£b  in  his  hand,  fpreads  it  on  the  commu* 
nion> table,  and  calls  all  who  love  him  to  (ign  it.  O  that 
many  were  made  willing,  iti  a  day  of  his  power,  to  go 
in  to  ail  the  at  tides  df  this  marriage  covenant,  faying. 
My  heart  is  now  content  to  go  with  the  man  Chriil«  that 
wonderful  man  ;  I  confent  to  ail  his  terms,  he  is  '*  My 
Lord,  and  my  God,"  my  glorio^  Immanuel ;  <^  My  Be* 
loved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.**  ^uefi.  I  would  know  par- 
ticularly what  he  requires  on  my  part  of  the  contrad, 
that  1  may  diftinSly  clofe  with  him  ?  Anf.  He  wo^ld 
have  you,  i.  Convinced  of  your  finkiug  and  periihing 
ftate,  while  you  (land  upon  the  old  bottom  of  the  cove*  ;i 

nant  of  works  ;  and  wUling  to  leave  it,  and  leap  from  jj 

it,  and  cleave  to  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  a  borrowed  | 

righteoufnefs,  for  all  the  ground  of  your  hope.     2.  He  j 

would  have  you  humbled  and  grieved  for  your  long 
flighting  his  kind  o£Fers  by  your  unbelief,  and  for  your  | 

preferripg  fatan-s  drudgery  to  his  ftrvicc.     3.  Give  up  I 

will  all  other  lovers,  and  thofe  that  would  rival  it  with 
Chrift,  fuch  as  fin,  the  world,  and  the  law ;  felf*righte« 
pufnefs  muft  be  renounced  and  parted  with  ;  you  muft 
break  league  with  all  Chrift's  enemies.  4*  Accept  of 
Jefus  Chrid  as  your  Hi^nd,  receive  him  in  all  his  of- 
fices, reft  and  depend  on  him  alone  for  righteoufnefs, 
ftrcfigth,  and  falvation.  5.  Give  away  yourfelves,  foul 
and  body  to  Chrift  \  refign  your  vrili  to  his  will,  and 
furrender  all  you  have  to  his  difpofal.  6*  Refolve  and 
vow,  in  Chrtft's  ftrength,  to  crucify  fin,  and  walk  with 
him  in  all  the  ways  o|  new  obedience.     7*  Eng^e  to  be 

true 
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true  and  faithful  to  your  H  .(band,  and  never  to  rftra  >• 
8.  Keij>  up  the  r.'mcm France  of  you^  H  lbr«»)d*s  co  n- 
ing  tt  the  laft  day  to  folemniif  the  m^rriij^c*,  arid  tike 
you  home  to  himftrlf.  and  be  always  in  rcctrtinefs  o  ^a 
forth  to  meet  him.  The  Bridegroom  is  ready  long 
(Ince,  and  will  foon  rend  thefe  clouds  to  meet  you  m 
the  air,  and  fend  his  angels  to  bnng  you  to  him : 
•*  Therefore  he  ye  alfo  ready.** 

O  why  doth  h<^  delay  his  coming  ?  What  ftops  the 
wheels  of  liib  chariot  ?  Surely  it  is  not  becaufe  he  is  un« 
ready,  but  becaufe  you  are  not  ready.  Ail  the  ek£k 
are  not  yet  brought  in  to  him,  aUii  he  is  determined  not 
to  want  one  of  them.  O  then,  be  providvnjy  for  the 
marriage  day  ail  proper  furniture,  robes,  jewels,  rin^s 
and  ornaments,  ag^ind  the  time  that  Chrid  and  you 
take  up  hoafe  together  in  heaven.  Be  fure  to  ^^o  to 
Chrift  for  every  bit  of  your  plenifhing,  for  rtghteouC- 
nefs,  and  for  ail  the  graces  of  the  Spirit.  In  the  mean 
time,  take  home  with  you  the  marriagi'-contrad):,  the 
precious  promifes  which  Chrift  hath  fubfciibed  with 
his  blood,  fie  often  lookmg  into  it,  and  viewmo^  your 
Bridegroom's  hand-  writ  and  engage- nem*  His  writing 
b  fair  and  beautiful ;  let  not  fatan  or  unbelief  caft  blots 
on  it  to  deface  it ;  keep  it  fair  and  legible,  and  draw  all 
your  cofnforts  from  it ;  your  Hulbaud  is  faithful,  and 
will  keep  his  word* 


ADVICE    VIL 

From  Lam.  i.  12.     Behold  and  fee  ^  the  Lord  bath  o^iQed 
me  in  the  day  of  ots fierce  anger^ 

WITH  far  better  ground  may  Chrift  make  ufe  of 
thefe  words  of  his  church,  and  call  us  to  behold  his 
fufferings  for  us  under  the  fierce  anger  of  God,  in  the 
day  when  "  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  put 
him  to  grief  in  our  ftead,"  Ifa.  liii.  10.  Many  things 
did  he  fuffer  from  men  and  devils ;  but  bis  afHtdions 
and  biuifes  from  the  immediate  hand  of  God  taking 

vengeance 
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vengeance  for  the  eleds  fins,  were  far  mori  heaVf  4 
His  foul-fuflferincjs  were  the  mod  affli£ling  of  all  others. 
Let  every  communicant  beholdy  fee,  and  confider  thcfc 
with  fuitable  aflFeaions. 

Behold  not  only  the  buffetings,  fcourgings,  wound* 
jngs,  ^nd  cruel  mockings  your  lovely  Jefas  endured 
from  men,  the  inftruments  of  God's  juftice ;  but  efpe- 
cialiy  what  he  fufFered  in  his  foul  by  the  defertion  or 
derelidion  of  God  the  Father,  whereby  the  gracious 
influences  and  comforts  from  the  divine  to  the  human 
nature  of  Chriit  were  fufpended  for  a  time,  and  a  black 
cloud  of  wrath  oTerwhclmed  him  ;  fo  tjiat  no  light  ap* 
peared  to  him ;  which  made  him  cry  out,  ^^  My  God, 
iny  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  Nay,  at  this 
time  he  had  a  torrent  of  wrath  flowinj^  in  upon  his 
feul,  and  the  moft  dreadful  impreffions  of  his  Father's 
anger*  and  the  law's  curfe,  which  fell  upon  him  for 
roan's  fin,  when  he  was  made  a  curfe  for  us.  that  it 
oft  him  into  a  fit  of  fore  amazement^  confternatioii 
Und  terrible  agony,  and  into  a  fweat  of  blood.  The  fire 
of  wrath  raging  in  his  foul  ^H^ditA  his  body  fo,  that  it 
dried  up  his  ftrength  and  moifture  as  a  potifaerd,  and 
mad€  has  tongue  cleave  to  his  jaw€.  He  held  his  peace 
.  wader  all  his  fuiFerings  from  r«en,  and  opened  not  his 
mouth;  but  when  God's  immediate  wrath  fell  heaviij 
on  him,  then  he  cried  out :  It  is  faid,  <<  He  pot  up 
prayers ^and  fupplications,  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears," 
Heb.  V.  7.  Yet  God  would  not  fpare  him,  nor  abate 
iiim  one  ftripe  or  farthing  of  the  debt ;  let  him  cry  ne- 
ver fo  loud,  jufttce  was  inesKorable  s  he  -muft  fatisfyto 
the  full. 

O  can  you  fee  the  great  Imma&»ei  fubftituted  in  your 
room  atid  ftead  \ — God  a£ling  againft  htna  as  an  inex* 
orable  Judge  \  Jehovah  running  upon  him  a^  a  giant, 
ttot  only  withdrawing  his  countenauoe,  and  ail  feeling 
of  his  kmng  kindness  from  him,  but  m4di^  him  the 
butt  orf  his  <envenomed  arrows;-— and  not  be  filled  with 
admiration  ^  Chrj&'s  love,  and  fbrrow  £br  your  fms, 
wMch  brought  f«ich  a  ftorm  of  wrath  upon  him  !  O 
how  fad  were  the  bruifes  !  how  deep  were  the  wounds ! 
bow  wide  ilie  gafibes  i  and  liow  iieavy  the  blows  he  got 
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ftom  the  fword  of  juftice  for  out  fins !  The  fword  was 
not  dull  nor  fleepy»  but  furbi(hed  and  awakened  by  juf. 
ticc  to  the  execution.  Q  how  heavy  were  the  blows 
CHir  Surety  got  from  this  awakened  fword  in  the  garden 
of  Gethfcniane,  which  made  his  **  foul  exceeding  for- 
fowful* '  and  put  him  in  a  dreadful  agony  and  bloody 
fweat !  Behold  :ind  fee  how  patiently  he  drank  the  bit- 
ter cup  of  God's  wrath  for  you,  "  the  poifon  whereof 
drank  up  his  fpirits,"  and  made  his  blood  to  boil  in  his 
veins,  and  burft  through  his  body,  clothes  and  all !  He 
fwate  without  any  outward  fire  or  heat,  and  bled  with* 
out  any  external  wound.  Behold  his  garments  dyed 
red,  and  the  ground  and  grafs  where  he  lay  all  bedew- 
ed with  his  precious  blood  !  Behold  him  broken  with 
breach  ypon  breach,  till  all  the  fea -billows  of  divine 
vengeance  went  over  hrm;  fo  that  he  fell  to  the 
ground,  was  covered  witn  blood,  arid  overwhelmed 
with  wrath  !  Behold  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  for^-ow 
like  his  forrows ! 

It  is  faid,  Mark  xiv.  33.  "  He  began  to  be  fore  a*- 
mazed  and  very. heavy  !**  which  (hews  what  a  load  and 
prefTure  of  wrath  his  foul  lay  under,  that  put  him  in  aa 
9gony  that  ilill  i^Kreafed  more  and  more,  like  the  wa- 
ters in  Ezekiel's  vifion,  dill  deeper  and  deeper,  from 
the  ankles  to  the  knees,  till  they  became  waters  to  fwtm 
fei,  yea,  fweilcd  into  an  ocean  that  would  have  over- 
whelmed the  whole  ticOi  world.  lato  this  ocean  our 
UcflTcd  Jonah  was  willing  to  be  thrown  for  our  fake, 
^nd'in  it  he  continued  to  fwim,  until  lie  brought  every 
clcd  foul  iafe  afhore.  It  is  recorded  of  Abf  aham,  when 
offering  his  (acrifice.  Gen.  xv  12.  "  That  in  the  even- 
ing io  an  horror  of  great  darknefs  fell  upon  him."  This 
was  verified  much  more  of  Chrift  in  the  evening  before 
his  paffion,  in  the  garden^  There^  a  terrible  horror  of 
great  darknefs  fell  upon  Chrift's  foul,  which  made  him 
exceeding  heavy,  and  fare  amazed,  at  the  profpe£i  of 
the  fea  of  wrath  that  was  coming  roiling  upon,  him; 
while  the  Father  was  hiding  his  face  from  him.  O 
how  great  was  the  anguv^  of  Chrtft's  mind  at  this 
<iine,  when  he  found  himfelf  preiTed  and  bruifed  be- 
twixt the  jnilftone  of  God's  juftice  and  our  fins !  which 

prcflure 
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preiTure  made  him  fgireat  without  heat,  arid  hked  with- 
out wound  !  Ah  !  the  fire,  the  heat»  the  wounds»  were 
inward,  even  in  his  foul !  O  communicants^  behold 
and  fee  thrift's  forrows  fo?  you  ;  nothing  can  be  more 
fKxeptable  to  Chrift  than  often  to  meditate  thereon 
with  admiration  and  love.  If  any  of  you  had  loft  a 
hand,  or  even  a  finger,  in  defending  or  refcuing  your 
friend  from  an  enemy»  you  would  exped  he  would  be 
ever  mindful  of  the  favour,  and  never  forget  you. 
But  O  what  18  that  to  the  fufFerings  of  the  Son  of  God 
for  you  t  He  hath  loft  not  a  hand  but  his  heart- bipod, 
yea,  the  favour  and  countenance  of  God  for  you  for  a 
time.  He  left  his  glorious  throne  in  heaven,  and 
ftooped  to  become  a  man,  a  poor  man,  a  man  of  for- 
rows, a  deferted  man,  and  a  dead  man  for  you.  Nay, 
he  was  willing  to  be  made  a  curfe  for  you,  and  to  take 
on  a  dreadful  load  of  wrath  upon  his  innocent  foul, 
yea  infinitely  more  than  any  damned  foul  in  hell  can 
bear-;  and  to  fwim  long  in  a  fea  of  wrath  to  fave  you 
from  periftiing  in  it.  Let  the  /urprizing  love  of  Chrift 
fill  your  foul  with  wonder,  and  kindle  a  flame  of  love 
|n  your  foul  to  him. 

Again,  mi^dite  on  Chrift's  forrows  with  deep  for- 
row  for  fin/  the  caufe  thereof :  believe  that  amazing 
word,  ifa.  liii.  6.  *'  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranC 
grcflioiis,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities."  Let  the 
found  of  It  never  go  out  of  your  ears  \  fay.  Oh  !  my  fins 
were  the  thorns  which  pierced  his  head,  the  nails  which 

Sierced  hi^  hands,  and  the  fpear  that  pierced  his  fide, 
ly  curfed  fins  put  the  Lord  of  life  to  a  cruel  death, 
they  wounded  him  more  than  all  his  ojther  enemies. 
'^\'hen  my  dear  Lord  was  in  the  garden,  no  Judas,  no 
Pilate,  no  Jew,  nor  Gentile  was  there,  to  caufe  his  a- 
m,.zing  horror  of  foul,  and  his  fearful  fw^eat  of  blood  ; 
but,  Oij,  my  uiibeliei,  my  pridt ,  my  camatity,  my  hy- 
pocnfy  and  oihcr  fins,  were  tiicre^  and  with  their  weight 
jprefieci  him  to  the  ground,  and  brought  that  agony  and 
fw  e^t  upon  him  -  Oh,  that  my  head  were  waters,  that 
I  might  uetp  a  flood  of  fe^rs  for  my  fins  ! 

Laji/y,  Abhor  fin  as  the  grcatcll  evil,  and  never  have 
flight  thoughts  of  it  any  more$   can  .you  behoiu  your 
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I^iiii2tng[  Sariour  under  a  burden  of  wrath»  atid  hear 
him  complaining  of  the  burning  heat  and  thirft  which 
'  the  fire  of  jufttce  created  within  him  !  Can  you  fee  the 
great  drops  oMlood  ftanding  above  his  garments  2  Can 
you  hear  hi6  cries  and  roarings  under  the  bruifes  and 
ftnguilh  of  his  ipul,  and  noc  be  convinced  of  the  evil 
and  demerit  of  fin  !  Can  that  fit  light  upon  your  foul 
which  fat  fo  heavy  upon  Chrift's  foul !  O  what  defpe- 
rate  malignity  muft  there  be  in  that,  which  could  not 
be  expiated  without  fuch  a  coftiy  Sacrifice  !  Look  on 
them  as  fools  who  make  a  fport  of  fin,  which  coft  the 
Son-  of  God  fo  much  foul^travaii  and  inward  horror : 
Never  yield  any  more  to  the  temptations  of  fin,  which 
coft  fo  dear  before  it  could  be  forgiven. 


ADVICE    VIIL 

From  Matth.  xxvi.  22.     They  nutre  exceedingly  forrowfitl^ 
and  began  every  one  to  jfdy^  Lord^  is  it  If 

IT  was  a  commendable  exerctfe  of  Chrift's  difciples, 
before  partaking  of  the  holy  fupper,  to  be  fearching 
themfelves,  and  looking  inward  with  a  holy  fufpicion 
upon  their  own  hearts,  efpeciaOy  when  Chrift  had  told 
them  that  there  was  a  traitor  among  them,  and  at  the 
fame  time  looking  up  to  him  that  is  omnifcient  to  aflifl: 
them  in  the  fearch,  faying.  Lord,  is  it  I  ?  Am  I  the  trai- 
tor ?  Will  I  betray  my  pear  Lord  and  Saviour  ?  Ah ! 
every  one  of  us  have  wi|hin  us  traiterous  hearts  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  have  reafipin  to  fufpe£l  ourfelves  as  they  did, 
and  acknowledge  we  nave  many  enemies  of  Chrift,  lodg« 
ed  in  our  bofoms,  fuch  as  '*  unbelief,  hypocrify,  pride, 
.malice,  envy,  ambition,  worldlinefs,  atheifm,  wander- 
ings from  God,  backwardncfs  to  duty,"  &c»  by  which 
we  have  betrayed  Jefus  Chrift.  And  as  the  difciples^ 
when  fearching  themfelves,  **  were  exceeding  forrow- 
ful  ^^  fo  ought  we  before  we  partake :  And  good  reafon 
have  we  for  it,  when  we  refled:  upon  our  former  guilt 
and  treacherous  dealing  with  God,  and  when  we  confi- 
der  the  prefent  deceitfulnefs  and  defperate  wickednefs 
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df  our  heafti)  lAd  that  tl»f  are  at  fotdy  to  betmy  Chrift 
as  «T€r  $  yea,  that  there  i«  hypocriff  and  trttaoliery  in 
Mf  heam  againft  Chiift,  wUdi  iv«  haie  not  yet  JUba* 
reved.  Upon  all  wfaid^  accoiiati,  vn  hmt gt oand  ivith 
the  difoplcft  to  be  *^  exceeding  fonowful." 

Now  ia  the  time,  O  commiinicants»  to  fearch  and 
exafnine  yoorfelvca^  and  to  beexceedUng  forrowfnl  Ibr 
the  many  tratterottt  'Wounds  you  hate  gbcn  Chrift^  by 
breaking  both  tables  of  the  law,  and  every  coBMnand 
thereof}  by  finning  agabft  light  and  confcience,  igainft 
mercies  and  judgments,  warnings  and  reproofs,  coofef* 
fions  and  prayers*  By  mitkankfulnefs  for  ftdeomiog 
lovS)  negle&ing  gofpel>  offers,  not  failing  and  refting 
upon  a  crucified  Jefus*  not  aocountihg  stU  diinn  Ms 
and  dung  for  him;  not  delighting  in  attending  hb or- 
dinances, and  in  remembering  |;iis  love  in  the  holy  fup« 
per.  O  how  treSK^heroos  have  your  hearts  been  to 
Chrift  !  How  blood-thirfty  have  your  fins  been  againft 
htm,  in  preffiag  htm  down  in  the  garden^  in  fiaitiafg 
him  to  the  curfed  tree  !  How  are  you  aUe  tq  look  to 
Gethfemane  or  Golgotha,  with  unconcerned  hearts  or 
dry  eyes  !  Were  not  your  fins  the  principad  a&ors  in 
that  horrid  tragedy  i  lliefe)  to  be  fure,  were  tlie  trai* 
tors^  which,  by  the  hands  of  Judas»  delivered  up  Jefus 
to  be  crucified :  What  were  Pilate,  die  Jews,  or  Ro- 
mans, but  the  executioners  of  your  fins  i  Who  put  tbs 
fword  in  juftice'  hands  i  Who  raifed  tl^  tempeft  of 
wrath  againft  your  Surety  ?  Ob !  it  was  your  fins*  Blame 
none  fo  much  as  them ;  they  were  the  Judai  that  be- 
trayed him,  the  Herod  that  mocked  him,  the  Pilate  that 
condemned  him,  and  the  ioldier  that  pierced  him ;  will 
'you  not  then  be  ^*  exceeding  forrowful"  for  your  traiter- 
ous  hearts  and  bloody  fins  ?  Could  they  ever  have  been 
guilty  of  a  more  horrid  crime  than  murdering  the  Lord 
of  glory  I  O  fliall  the  rocks  about  Jeirufalem  rend  afua- 
der,  the  eer^  tremble  and  (hake,  the  fun  vail  its  face, 
and  the  whole  heavens  pot  on  a  mourning  habit,  when 
Chrift  fttflered  for  your  fins  ?  And  (ball  you^  the  crimi* 
nals,  who  deferved  all  this  punifliment,  ftand  uaaffe^- 
ed  ?  O  what  ftupid  hearts  moft  you  have^  if  they  do  not 
mouitt  for  your  fins  which  brought  on  fudi  agonio^ 
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«^^  At  Son  •(  God,  bafore  they  could  be  expiated  f 
Had  yoU|  in  your  p»ffioni  gifeu  a  deadly  imund  to  smy 
poor  ioaoccnt  many  youi  hoarts  would  havo  bkd  for  il 
alt  yout  days }  and  wSl  not  yoinr  hearts  much  move 
vrient  for  flaughtsriiig  the  innocent  Lamh  of  God  ! 
One  that  ne^ct  wronged  you,  but  was  always  inter- 
pofing  for  foO)  and  doing  you  good ! 

Rsmemiier  what  David  faid  to  the  Lord)  when  he 
&w  the  fieople  deftroyed  for  his  fin»  2  Sam.  xxiv.  17. 
^  Lo  I  have  finntd,  and  done  wickedly ;  but  as  for 
tbefe  fiieep,  what  hare  they  done  ?'*  In  like  manner  &f 

'  you,  Lord,  I  hate  finnedi  I  have  done  wickedly ;  but 
aa  for  this  fpotlcfs  Lamb,  what  hath  be  done  ?  I  have 
^*  eaten  the  (bur  grapes/'  but  his  <*  teeth  were  fet  on 
edge."  O  wfaeB  will  your  hearts  Melt,  and  your  eyea 
weep,  if  not  now  i  Never  was  there  fach  a  moving  fight 
fet  befmre  your  eyes,  as  the  Lot d  of  glory  pierced  aad 
flifin  by  your  (ins.  New  it  is  that  '<  deep  calleth  unto 
deep,"  deep  fufFeringS'  in  Cbr^  fbv  deep  forrow  in  thee. 
O  faith  one,  I  deure  to  be  grieved  ;(or  my  hypocfify 
and  treachetotts  dealing  with  Chrift,  and  for  fin  thac 
crucified  Mm,  but  how  ihail  I  know  if  my  fovrow  be  of 
liie  right  fort  ?  jifif  Examine  it  by  fach  nsarks  as  tbefe^ 
f  •  G^ly*forrow  is  accoikipaaied  with  fome  view  of  the 

^  mercy  of  God  in  Chiift,  which  fupports  the  foul,  and 
keeps  it  from  defpair.  Judas'  forrow,  however  dde|>  ic 
was,  wanted  this  neceflary  ingredient.  3.  If  true,  it 
wili  be  univer&l,  both  for  your  own  fins,  and  the  fins 
of  others  \  for  the  fios  ef  the  place  where  you  Uve,  and 
for  tho£e  of  the  whole  land.  3.  If  it  be  right  fevrow,  it 
will  bring  you  to  confider  the  aggrMmion  and  hekioue 
drcumftancca  of  your  fins,  as  being  againft  light,  againtt: 
love,  and  againft  folemn  engagements  and  profi^ona 
of  friendfhip)  fo  as  to  mourn  and  cry.  How  traiteroua 
^  hath  my  heart  been  to  fo  kind^Mafter  i  4.  It  will 
produce  thefe  feven  happy  effects  mentioned,  2  Cor« 
vii.  i  I.  There  it  is  faid,  Godly  forrow  for  fins  works^ 
I*  Carefulnefs ;  that  is,  a  care  to  recover  peace  with  God 
for  what  is  paft,  and  to  pleafe  God  for  the  time  to  come^ 
by  amending  what  is  amifs,  and  avoiding  all  <tempta« 
tions  and  occafions  that  lead  to  fin.  %.  C/earing  ofyourr 
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Jthis^  by  mourning  over  the  fins  of  other  meoi  difient* 
ing  from  them^  and  (hewing  your  deteftadoh  of  them. 
3*  Indignation  againft  fin,  as  the  abominable  thing  which 
God  hates.    The  heart  of  a  true  penitent  riies,  fwells^ 
and  boilsi  againft  fin.     Then  it  is  you  ace  angry  and 
fin  notj  when  you  are  angry  at  fin,  and  at  younelves 
for  fin.   4.  Fiar$  the  true  penitent  fears  to  offend  God 
as  he  hath  done,  and  that  he  may  not  do  it,  he  noarifh- 
eth  a  holy  fear  and  awful  impref&on  of  the  holinefs  of 
God  \  and  alfo  a  fear  of  holy  jealoujy  and  nvatchfulneft 
orerhimfelf,  left  fin  furprize  him  at  any  time.      5* 
Vehement  de/nre  ;  io  wit,*  after  reconcilkition  with  God 
through  Chrift,  and  after  reformation  of  every  thing  a- 
mifs,  and  to  be  entirely,  rid  of  all  fin.    6.  Godiy  forrow 
produceth  vual^  which  >  is  an  afie£Hon  or  grace  com* 
pounded  of  love  and  anger,  to  wit,  love  to  God  and 
duty,  and  anger  againft  fin  and  every  thing  oppoGte  to 
God.     7.  Revenge;  by  feeking  the  utter  extirpation  of 
fin,  by  fafting,  mortifying  the  flefli,  and  denying  your« 
felves  in  fome  things  lawful  for  a  time.      A  good  way 
to  execute  this  revenge  againft  fin,  is  for  penitents  to 
take  frequent  views  of  the  deep  and  bloody  wounds 
which  fin  hath  given  to  your  dear  Redeemer.      It  is 
written  of  the  emperor  Julius  Caefar,  that  after  he  was 
murdered  in  the  fenate,  they  brought  forth  his  robe  all 
befmeared  with  his  blood  to  the  market-place,  and  ex- 
pofed  it  to  open  view,  in  order  to  awaken  his  friends  to 
take  revenge  on  his  enemies.    This  is  furely  one  defign 
of  the  holy  facrament,  to  waken  your  zeal  againft  fin 
which  murdered  the  Lord  of  glory.     Lqftfyf  godly  fot' 
row  for  fin,  will  drive  you  to  Chrift  for  help  againft  fin ; 
it  will  make  you  flee  to  Chrift  for  deliverance  from  an 
ill  heart,  as  well  as  from  the  wrath  that  fin  deferveth ; 
hence  the  apoftle  ci'ied,  **  O  wretched  man  that  I  am» 
who  (hall  deliver  |fac  from  the  body  of  this  death  T 
Rom*  vii«  ta* 
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ADVICE    IX. 

From  Heb»  vi.  A     Who  havered  for  reguge^  to  lay  hold 
upon  the  bopefet  before  uu 

WE  have  here  a  twofold  defcription  of  true  belier- 
crs,  which  come  to  one :  i.  They  are  fuch  as  have 
fled  to  Chrift  as  the  true  city  of  refuge,  to  (helter  them 
from  avenging  juflice.  2.  They  are  fuch  as  have  by 
faith  laid  hold  on  Chrift  feC  before  them  in  the  gofpeU 
promife,  as  their  only  hope  of  falvation» 

Chrift  is  our  refugc-city  from  the  curfes  of  the  law 
which  hang  over  us,  from  the  avenger  of  blood,  divine 
jufticc'that  purfues  us,  and  from  the  devils  which  \j 
in  wait  for  us.  The  cities  of  refuge  under  the  law 
were  fix,  but  under  the  gofpel  we  have  one  better  than 
them.  all.  Theirs  only  protected  the  body  from  the 
wrath  of  man ;  biit  burs  doth  prote£l;  both  foul  and  bo- 
dy from  ^he  wrath  of  an  angry  God.  The  way  to  it  is 
made  plain  and  patent ;  pillars  are  fet  up,  Chrift's  mini- 
fters  to  direft  finners  in  the  way  to  it.  In  this  blefled 
city  there  is  prote£lion,  inftru£lion,  provifion  and  ful« 
ncfs  for  all  that  flee  to  it.  Here  is  all  our  hope  of  faU 
vatioui  and  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  fafety  any  where 
elfe.  Now,  communicantSi  this  blefled  hope  is  fet  be- 
fore you ;  come,  lay  hold  of  it,  and  cleave  faft  to  \u 
Now  the  city  is  fet  on  a  hill,  the  way  to  it  prepared, 
and  the  gates  open :  The  gofpel  trumpet  is  founded, 
asd  proclamation  made,  whofoever  flees  to  the  city^  be 
his  cafe  what  it  will,  (haU  in  no  wife  be  caft  out. 

Under  the  law,  he  that  faw  his  danger,  and  fled  to 
the  city  of  refuge,  did  firmly  believe  there  was  fafety. 
and  fecurity  for  him  by  public  authority  in  that  privi- 
leged place,  if  he  could  but  get  into  it  in  time  before 
the  avenger  of  blood  did  overtake  him :  Therefore  he 
earneftly  defired  to  be  at  once  within .  the  gates  of  it,^ 
and  for  that  end  put  forth  his  utmoft  vigour  in  running. 
He  did  not  linger,-  halt,  nor  fit  down  by  the  way  \  x^ot 
would  he  turn  afide  to  any  crooked  by-path  that  might 
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lead  him  about,  but  kept  the  ftraight  and  neareft  way 
to  the  city,  ^s  the  pillars  fet  up  dire£led  him.  No  per- 
fuafion  of  any  man  could  make  him  look  or  flee  to  suny 
other  city,  caftle,  or  hiding  place  for  fafetv^  but  to  the 
city  authorized  by  law.  In  like  manner,  let  every  con«i^ 
vinced  (inner  learn  from  thij,  to  Hee  to  Jefus  Chnft  our 
fafety  from  wrath,  as  the  only  Refuge  appointed  by 
God  for  him*  Look,  deGre,  and  pant  earneftly  to  be 
within  the  gates*  O  finncr,  run  with  fpccd,  now  the 
gates  are  wide  open  in  the  word  and  in  thf  facrament*^ 
Put  forth  your  utmoft  vigour,  and  efc^e  for  your 
life.     Do  not  linger  nor  delay,  hut  flee  as  one  that  feea 

{'udice  clofe  at  your  heels*  Avoid  all  other  (belters  and 
ly- ways  for  relief ;  awav  with  carnal  companyi  fiaful 
pleafures^  worldly  mirth  or  diverfion;  nay^  take  na 
Ihelter  in  your  own  duties  and  performances  \  bi^lieve 
that  none  of  thefe  can  fkrcen  or  prote£t  you  from  the 
fword  of  juftice;  and  that  none  elfe  can^  but  he  wba 
is  the  "  Lord  our  righteoufnefs/' 

Of  old,  nothing  could  ftop  the  man  when  Syiog  to 
the  city  of  refuge ;  had  his  wife  and  children  hung  a« 
bout  him,  or  his  own  heart  fuggefted  to  him»  will  you 
leave  your  houfe,  your  garden,  lands,  relations,  and 
pany  accommodations,  and  go  to  a  ilrange  city  and 
ipend  your  dr;ys  ?  He  would  have  flung  them  all  front^ 
him,  and  taken  flight,  faying!  to  wife  and  children^ 
better  part  with  all  things,  than  part  with  my  life  \  i£ 
you  will  not  follow  me,  I  muft  leave  you  all  hehinxi-. 
So  let  awakened  fouls  flee  with  ipeed  and  reCalution  to 
Jefus  Chrift  *,  fay  to  the  world's  piofits,  (la's  pleafuie«» 
fatan's  allurements,  and  whatever  would  tempt  you  to 
ftay  behind,  "  Get  you  hence  j'*  away  with  every  thing 
that  would  hinder  me  from  Cbrifl:.  My  Saviour  and  my 
^  foul  are  more  precious  to  me  than  all  the  world;  take 
all  things  from  me,  and  give  me  Chrift«  How  great 
was  Jerom,,  one  of  the  ancient  father^  his  love  to 
Chiift  ?  How  ilrong  was  his  refolution,.  when  he  (aidt 
*'  ^f  my  futher  were  weeping  on  his  knees  before  me, 
my  mother  hanging  about  mv  neck  behind  me,  my 
brethren,  (liler^  and  kin$folk|f  nowlijig  on  eyery  flde  to 
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retain  me  from  Chrift,  I  wouM  caft  my  mother  to  the 
ground,  rimorer  my  father,  and  defpifc  all  my  kind* 
red,  tread  all  under  my  feet,  and  run  to  Chrift." 

O  awakened  foul,  behold  how  Chrifl;  difplaya  hts 
love  to  thee  in  the  facrament  \  he  opens  his  wounds  to 
be  ft  refuge  and  hiding-place  to  thee,  and  calls  aloud 
to  thee  to  come  and  flee  in  thither :  ^'  Turn  ye,  turn 
ye,  why  will  ye  die  ?*'  To  whom  will  ye  flee  tor  help, 
when  the  aveHf^  of  blood  is  at  your  heels,  if  you  flee 
Qot^to  Chrifl:  the  only  refuge  from  wrath  ?  HiUt  and 
mountains,  feas  and  depths,  heaven  and  earth,  cannot 
hide  thee  from  the  (|orm,  if  Chrift  do  it  not.  Now» 
you  have  a  noble  opportunity,  while  the  clefts  of  Chrift'a 
wounds  ftand  open,  and  the  ^*  blefied  hop^  is  fet  be* 
fore  you,*'  in  the  facrament,  and  Chrift  ftretcfaing  out 
his  hand,  and  waiting  to  fee  who  will  rife  ^nd  flee  to 
him  !  O  to  fee  fouls  riling  in  flocks^  and  flying  as  doves 
to  their  windows  !  What  a  pleafant  fight  would  this  be  i 
O  faith  one,  I  can*t  rife,  my  wings  are  dipt,  my 
foul  clogged,  I  ean't  mount  up.  jinf.  If  you  can't 
mount  up  as  with  eagles  wings,  fee  if  you  can  rjiin  to 
Chrift,  and  kneel  before  him,  like  that  young  man, 
Mark  X.  17.  ObjeB*  1  find  myfelf  fo  burdened  and 
heavy  laden,  that  I  cannot  run.  ^nf.  Then  (hew  % 
wilUngnefs  to  run  to  Chrift. ;  and  cry,  *^  Draw  me,  and 
I  will  run  after  thee  -^^  even  a  defire  to  run  will  be  ac-i 
cepted,  as  of  tbcfe  in  Neh.  i.  ii.  OhjeEi.  But,  faith 
one.  My  heart  is  fo  dead  and  flttggi(h|  I  have  neither 
ftrength  nor  will  to  run  to  Chrift.  Anf.  If  you  can- 
not  run,  then  fee  if  you  can  but  go^  towards  him  \  for 
we  read  in  Jer.  ii.  2.  Thofc  who  went  after  him  in  the 
wildernefs^  were  accepted  of  him.  Obje^,  Alas,  faith 
one,  I  am  fo  weak  and  feeble,  I  cannot  go^  Atif,  Then 
endeavour  to  creep  and  moye  towards  him  as  you  can. 
ObjeB.  But  I  am  fo  lame  and  impotent  both  in  hands 
and  feet,  that  I  can't  creep  nor  move.  Anf.  If  you 
cannot  move  to  Chrift,  then  icok  to  him  as  the  Ifr^elites 
did  when  ftung  with  fisry  ferpents.  Chrift  talis  every 
feeble  foul  to  do  it,  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  *^  Look  unto  me, 
and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth ;"  and  would 
you  hdive  Chrift  come  any  lower  than  a  look  ?   O  look* 

up 
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up  to  Jefiis  as  Kfted  up  upon  the  pole  of  the  crofs,  for 
all  nations  to  behold  him.  OhjeEf.  My  eyes  are  dim^ 
the  crofs  far  oflF;  Jerufalem,  where  it  was  fet  op,  is 
out  of  fight.  Anf.  The  pole  of  the  gofpel  and  of  the 
facrament)  on  which  Chrift  is  now  lifted  up,  is  neat 
hand  ;  look  up  to  him  therebn,  and  be  fared.  ObjeEf. 
Sairh  one,  I  am  fo  burdened  with  gtlilt,  I  cannot  lift 
up  mine  eyes.  Anf.  Then  ly  low  before  him  like  the 
humble  publican,  who  was  fo  burthened  that  he  was 
aOiamed  to  lift  up  his  eyes  to  hearen,  and  under  a  deep 
fenfe  of  his  vilenefs,  cried,  'iGod  be  merciful  to  me  a 
finner,**  and  fo  doing  was  Accepted :  In  like  manner, 
humble  yourfelf  before  a  merciful  Redeemer,  and  plead 
his  promife.  Mat.  xi.  28.  Truft  bis  word  for  eafe  and 
reft  to  your  buffiened  foul; 


ADVICE    X:     .   .-c^o 

From  John  iii.  14.    Evenfo  mufttbe  Son  qfman  Be  lifted  up* 

THE  lifting  up  the  brazen  ferpent  upon  a  pole,  to 
heal  ferpent-ftung  Ifraelites,  was  a  type  of  the  lifting 
up  of  Chrift  on  the  crofs,  to  heal  convinced  (inners  of 
their  wounds  by  fin.  As  there  was  but  one  brazen 
ferpent  for  healing  the  whole  camp  of  Ifrae) ;  fo  Chrift 
crucified  is  the  only  Remedy  and  Saviour  for  a  loft 
world.  "  He  muft  be  lifted  up ;"  his  dying  on  the 
crofs  was  neccflary  to  fulfil  his  engagements  from  eter- 
nity to  be  our  Surety ;  he  muft  be  offered  up  as  a  Sa- 
crifice to  fatisfy  divine  juftice  for  the  fins  of  men,  fee- 
ing nothing  elle  could  do.  Though  Chrift's  engage- 
ment to  fuffer  for  us  was  entirely  voluntary  at  firft  ; 
Jet  having  once  undertaken,  it  became  ncce&ty^for 
im  to  be  lifted  up.  And  glory  to  him  that  would  not 
go  back  from  his  word,-  however  great  his  fuffcrings 
were. 

Come^  then,  O  communicants,  behold  and  confider, 

with  fuitable  thoughts  and  affeftions,  your  Itft^^  '^P 

•  Jefus  dying  on  the  crofs.    After  he  had  borne  the  heavy 

crofs 


&aframentai  Advices.  407 

crofs  on  his  Wccdihg.  (houldets  up  mount  Calvafy,  thi« 
crofs  nauft-ncxt  bear  him  upon  the  top  of  the  nount, 
being  firft  nailed  to  it,  and  lifted  up  with  it.  Come, 
fee  how  this  was  done  \  behold  the xrofs  tree  laid  down 
iapon  the  ground,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  ftript  naked « laid 
on  his  back^  with  hands  and  feet  ftretched  out  upon 
the  tree,  that  they  might  take  the  meafure  of  his  body, 
and  mark  the  holes  for  the  nails  !  And,  lo  I  they  take 
the  meafure  longer  than  the  truth,  that  they  might  both 
crv  :ify  and  rack  him  at  once,  till  his  bones  (hould  go 
o  '>f  joint :  fo  the  crofs  was  a  rack  as  well  as  a  death. 
Our  firft  parents  ftretched  forth  their  guilty  hands  to 
take  the  forbidden  fruit  from  the  tree ;  therefore  our 
glorious  Saviour  did  willingly  ftretch  forth  his  innocent 
hands  to  be  nailed  to  the  tree,  to  fatisfy  for  their  guilt.  - 
Come  fee  four  big  nails  driven  into  his  hands  and  feet, 
the  moft  finewy  and  fcnfible  parts  of  his  body,  and  faf- 
tened  to  the  tree  ;  apply  your  ear,  and  hear  the  hideous 
found  of  the  hammers  knocking  in  thefe  nails  !  Oh, 
your  fins  were  the  hammers  that  did  it,  mourn  for  them. 

Come  next,  and  fee  the  Lord  of  glory,  when  nailed 
faft  to  the  tree,  lift  up  with  it  on  high,  and  made  to 
ftand  upright  to  the  view  of  all  th$  world  !  and  then 
the  front  of  the  tree  let  fall  down  with  violence  into  the 
deep  hole  they  had  digged  to  faftj^n  it,  which  fall  did 
unfpeakably  increafe  his  torments,  and  rend  the  four 
wounds  made  by  the  nails.  Thus  his  own  weight  be- 
came his  torture,  ftill  widening  the  wounds  more  and 
more,  till  all  his  precious  blood  ft  reamed  out  at  them. 
Behold  your  great  Immanuel  lift  up  on  a  crofs  betwixt 
heaven  and  earth,  as  if  be  had  been  unworthy  of  a  place 
in  either,  hanging  betwixt  two  thieves,  as  if  he  had  been 
the  greateft  malefactor  of  the  three  1  O  what  a  fpeda- 
cle  was  your  Redeemer  to  both  heaven  and  earth,  w^en 
thus  lifted  up  !  an  aftoniftunent  to  angels  !  a  deriiion 
to  the  wicked  !  compunction  to  believers  I  but  a  Sa- 
crifice acceptaole  to  the  juftice  of  his  eternal  Father.— 
Look  on  this  moving  fpeftacle  with  deep  forrow  for 
fin,  that  faftened  him  to  the  tree,  and  made  him  hang 
on  thef(e  tormenting  nails  for  feyeral  hours  without 
icotnfort,  inward  or  outward  I     No  way  could  he  turn 

VoL  IlL  3^F  for 
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for  eafc,  being  fixed  to  the  tree ;  if  he  ftirrcd  his  blefled 
body  at  all,  he  was  tormented  afrefli  by  the  wefunds  of  his 
hands  and  feet,  on  which  the  whole  weight  of  his  body 
did  hang.  If  he  moved  his  head,  which  had  the  crown 
of  thorns  on  it,  the  thorns  would  but  pierce  into  it  the 
deeper  ;  yet,  for  all  this,  he  complained  not ;  no  groan 
or  dgh  u  as  heard  from  him,  but  what  he  offered  up  to 
God  for  your  fins  ! 

When  the  Son  of  man  was  thus  lifted  up,  obfervc 
how  the  dreams  of  his  precious  blood  run  down  to  the 
f;round,  and  ftood  in  a  little  pool  at  the  foot  of  the 
crbfs,  until  the  earth  drank  it  iip.     Let  this  fight  afFeft 
your  hearts,  and  open  all  the  fprings  of  forrow  for  fin 
that  pierced  him.     Sit  down  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs, 
and  receive  this  facred  blood,  a^  it  falls,  upon  your 
hard  hearts  ;  let  it  drop  on  them,  until  it  make  them 
as  foft  as  the  ground  it  fell  on.     Let  it  drop  on  all  the 
fores  and  wounds  of  your  fouls,  for  it  is  the  balm  that 
muft  heal  them.    Obferve  alfo  the  great  extent  of 
Chrift's  fufferings  at  this  time  \  they  reached  to  all  the 
paits  of  his  body,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  his  foul : 
He  fufFered  in  all  his  fenfes;  W^feeingy  with  the  fcornful 
^eftures  of  his  enemies  ;  his  htaring^  with  theit  fcoffis 
and  blafphemies ;  Yix^fmell^  with  the  noifome  ftench  of 
Golgotha  ;  his  taftey  with  gall  and  vinegar ;  \i\h  feelings 
with  the  piercing  nails  and  thorns«     Behold  his  hands^  « 
that  were  ftill  bellowing  blefiings,  now  fixed  with  nails ; 
\i\%feet^  that  walked  in  God's  ways,  now  digged  through ; 
his  bowelsj  that  yearned  for  finners,  now  ihrunk  and 
dried  up ;  his  lipSy  that  fpoke  as  never  man  fpoke,  now 
fwollen  with  blows.     Now  he  fuffered  on  the  crofs, 
till  **  his  ftrength  was  dried  up  like  a  potOierd,  and  his 
tongue  cleaved  to  his  jaws  "     The  fire  of  God's  wrath 
fcorched  him  inwardly,  which  made  him  cry  out,  **  I 
third."     His  enemies  mingled,  at  this  time,  a  cup  of 
vinegar  and  gall  to  him,  which  he  refufed  \  but  glory 
to  him,  he  rcfufed  not  the  cup  which  his  Father  min- 
gled to  him,  though  filled  with  wrath  and  curfes  :  This 
he  drank  for  us,  though  it  filled  his  whole  foul  with 
anguifti,  and  made  him  roar  and  complain  of  his  Fa- 
ther's defcrting  him :  "  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty 
were  within  him,  the  poifon  whereof  drank  up  his  Spi- 
rit/' ' 
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rit.'*  Amidft  thcfe  fearful  fufferings,  our  lifted  up  Je^ 
fus  expired,  willingly  offering  up  himfelf  on  the  crofs> 
a  propitiatory  Sacrifice  for  us. 

O  believers,  did  Chrift  lift  up  himfelf  as  a  willing 
Sacrifice  for  you  on  the  crofs ;  fee  then  to  lift  up  the 
gates  of  your  fouls  to  receive  in  this  Saviour ;  let  him 
have  a  joyful  welcome  into  your  fouls,  and  give  him 
the  beft  entertainment,  the  bed  affe£):ions,  and  the  bed 
fcrvicc.  Did  he  willingly  ftretch  out  his  arms  to  be 
nailed  to  the  crofs  for  you  ?  Then  Ije  not  unwilling  to 
ftretch  out  the  arms  of  faith  to  embrace  him  ;  but  fee 
to  embrace  him  wholly  in  all  his  offices,  of  Prophet, 
Pricft,  and  King.  Be  willing  to  be  taught,  faved,  and 
ruled  by  him. 

Was  Chrift  lifted  up  On  the  crofs  (as  the  brazen  fer- 
pent  was  lift  up  in  the  wilderncfs)  for  healing  all  the 
ftings  and  wounds  given  us  by  fin  and  Satan  ?  0  then 
look  up  to  him  with  the  eye  of  faith  for  healing  This 
18  the  great  remedy  of  God's  contriving  and  providing, 
put  ftrong  confidence  in  it,  and  look  to  it  with  hope 
and  cxpeftation  :  Never  diftruft  the  virtue  of  God*^ 
Remedy,  nor  defpair  of  healing  from  it,  however  deep 
your  ftings,  or  large  your  wouijds  be  :  For  Chrift.  was 
lifted  up  to  be  a  remedy  for  the  chief  of  finners,  iTim. 
i.  15.  and  none  ever  periftied  that  looked  to  him.  Was 
Chrift  willing  to  be  lift  up  to  fuffer  for  you  ?  Then 
let  your  hearts  be  lift  up  to  ferye  and  obey  him,  liks 
king  Jehofliaphat,  whofe  "  heart  was  lift  up  in  the 
ways  of  the  Lord,*'  2  Chron.  xvii,  6.  Lift  up  your 
hearts  with  your  voice  in  his  praife  ;  fpeak  of  the  glo- 
rious honour  of  his  Majefty,  and  make  known  his 
mighty  afts.  Obey  his  commands,  and  particularly  his 
dying  command  ;  to  remember  him  at  his  table  with 
a&ivity  and  delight.  Go  with  lift  up  hearts  to  a  com- 
munion-table, to  remember  him  tJhat  went  fo  willingly 
to  be  lifted  up  on  a  bbody  crofs  for  you.  The  ancient 
exhortation  to  communicants  was,  SURSUMCORDA, 

Lift  up  your  hearts  to  meet  With  a  lift  up  Jefus." 

3F2  ADVICE 


(C 


410  Sstrtutuntal  Advietu 


ADVICE     XI. 

Jrom  Exod*  xiv.  15*     Speah  unf  the  children  of  tfrael^ 
that  they  go  forwards 

THIS  is  the  anfwcr  of  Mofcs's  prayer  for  Ifrael, 
vherf  in  a  ^reat  ftrait  at  the  Red-Sea  It  is  faid,  he 
cried  to  God ;  yet  we  read  not  of  one  word  he  fpake : 
He  only  lift  up  hit  heart  to  God,  who  well  underftands 
the  language  of  the  heart.  Mofes's  (ilent  prayers  of 
faith  prevailed  more  with  God  than  Ifrael's  loud  out*/ 
cries  of  fear.  A  believing  communicant  may,  in  a 
ftraity  cry  to  God  in  prayer,  without  fpeaking  a  word, 
fo  did  Mcfes  for  fainting  Ifrael*  When  they  came  out 
of  the  land  of  bondage,  and  fled  from  Pharaoh's  tyran- 
ny, the  Lord  ordered  them  to  march  toward  the  fea ; 
but  now,  when  they  are  near  to  it,  and  fee  Pharaoh's 
mighty  army  purfuing  and  clofe  at  their  heels,  they  are 
in  a  great  (Irait  what  courfe  to  take ;  they  think  cer- 
tainly they  muft  turn  either  to  the  right  or  left  hand  to 
make  their  efcapc  from  Pharaoh.  No,  faith  God,  fpeak 
to  them  to  "  go  ftill  forward,"  as  ftraight  towards  the 
fea,  as  if  they  faw  a  fleet  of  tranfport  (hips  there  wait- 
ing to  take  them  in.  O  might  they  think, ."  This  is  a 
hard  command,  "  Go  forward,"  when  we  fee  nothing 
but  the  deep  devouring  fea  before  us  ;  as  good  go  back 
to  the  Egyptians,  or  ftand  ftill  until  they  come  up  and 
put  us  to  the  fword,  as  go  forward  into  the  fea  and  be 
drowned.  Will  the  deep  fea  have  any  more  mercy  on 
us  than  the  cruel  Egyptians  ?  But,  faith  the  Lord, 
make  no  objedions,  afk  no  queftions,  let  thjC  people  go 
forward,  obey  my  command,  and  truft  me  with  their 
lives. 

Obferve  here,  O  timorous  communicant^  O  doubt- 
ing believer,  when  you  are  in  fears  and  ftraits  with  re- 
fpe£):  to  the  management  or  fuccefs  of  your  duty,  you 
are  to  fet  yourfelves  to  obey  God's  command,  "  go 
forward/'  in  the  ufe  of  means,  with  a  fincere  hearti  and 

leave 
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leaye  the  event  to  God.  You  may  pofliWy,  at  thia 
time,  be  broufijht  to  the  ftraitning  cafe  of  the  children 
of  Ifraeli  when  at  the  Red-fca,  and  their  hearts  in  great 
perplexity j  ready  to  fink  within  them  for  fear.  Some 
may  be  faying  within  themfelves,  how  (hall  fuch  a  vile, 
black  unworthy  creature  go  forward  to  the  red-fea  of 
Chrift's  blood,  who  have  both  fpilt  it  and  defpifed  it  ? 
How  (hall  I,  after  all,  venture  to  go  forward^  to  wafh 
oir  bathe  my  unclean  foul  in  it  ?  Well,  it  is  God's  plain 
command  to  you  to  go  forward  to  it,  however  heavy 
loaden  you  be  with  guilt,  fee  i  John  iii.  23.  Matth.  xi. 
28«  John  i.  29.  others  as  vile  and  black  have  obeyed 
his  command,  have  gone  forward  to  this  red-fed,  and 
been  waihed  in  it,  fee  i  Cor.  vi.  9.  10.  11  yea  wc 
read,  Afts  ii.  36.  of  three  thoufand  of  thofc  who  ac- 
tually imbrued  their  hands  in  this  blood,  who  were 
wafhed  by  it.  How  wonderful  is  its  virtue  !  it  is  a- 
ble  to  take  away  the  fms  of  a  whole  world,  and  niuch 
more  the  fins  of  a  few ;  therefore  do  not,  O  finner,  re- 
bel againd  God's  command  any  longer. 

Again,  confider  what  is  God's  fpecial  command  to 
thee  at  this  time,  namely,  "  Do  this  in  remembrance 
of  me ;"  his  precept  is  plain  and  exprefs  to  keep  up  the 
memory  of  his  love  to  loft  men.  Can  you  think  to 
look  on  his  face  with  comfort  at  the  laft  day,  if  you 
have  no  pleafure  to  remember  him  now :  Surely  his 
prefence  will  be  terrible  then  to  thofe,  to  whom  his  me- 
mory is  not  delightful  now.  But  you  may  have  (Iraits 
and  difficulties  about  this  duty,  O  faith  one,  "  My  ftrait 
is  great,  I  know  not  what  to  do  5  whether  to  ftay  back 
from  God's  holy  table,  or  go  fotward  :  If  I  ftay  back*, 
I  difobcy  my  dying  Saviour's  command  to  fhew  forth 
his  death  in  this  manner  :  If  I  go  forward  unworthily, 
I  contrad  the  guilt  of  his  body  and  blood,  and  eat  and 
diink  my  own  danmation.  Alas,  what  (hall  1  do  ? 
my  need  of  Chrift  and  his  blood  is  fo  great,  I  cannot 
think  of  ftaying  back ;  and  yet  my  preparation  is  ^o 
little,  I  know  not  how  to  go  forward.  Ah  !  my  un« 
worthinefs  is  great,  how  (hall  I  go  to  the  table  of  fo 
great  a  King  in  the  ftate  and  cafe  I  am  in,  fo  vile,  fo  fin- 
fu]|  fo  indifpofedi  fo  hard-hearted  ?  If  the  woman  that 

had 


411  Sacramental  Advices, 

had  the  bloody  iSue,  feared  fo  much  to  come  and  touch 
the  hem  of  Chrift's  gsjrment ;  how  much  more  may  I, 
who  am  full  of  the  running  liTues  of  fin,  fear  to  go  for- 
ward to  touch  the  facred  fymbols  of  his  body  and 
blood,  and  put  my  hand  into  his  woun  is,  and  feel  the 
print  of  the  nails  ?"  Come,  then,  unworthy  as  you 
are,  obey  Chrift's  command,  and  venture  your  foul  in- 
his  hand  :  Go  forward  with  all  the  preparation^  you 
can  attain  to,  deeply  fenfiWe  of  70UJ  owavileocfs,  and 
humbled  for  your  (hort-coniings,  trufting  in  the  wortlii- 
ncfs  of  the  Lamb  that  was  flain  to  anfweir'for  your  un- 
worthinefs,  in  his  blood  tp  wafh  away  pollution,  and 
in  his  ftrcngth  to  help  yotir  weaknefs.  Ve^ure  for- 
ward, faying  like  Jehofhaphat,  **  Lord,  I.  have  no  abi- 
lity, no  might  for  thfs  great  Ordinance,  neither  know  < 
I  what  to  do;  but  my  Cy^  are'lttnto^thee^  it  is  in  thy* 
name,  in  thy  ftrengtlr,  and  at  thf  command,  that  I  go 
forward  to  remem^ra^dyipg  Jefus  at  his  holy  table. 
Lord,  put  on  me  thct  .wedding- garment,  prepare,  re- 
ceive, and  welcome  me,''.: 

Objeft.  Some  may  fay,  ,They  are  only  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  who,  in  the  text,  arc  bid  go  forward:  and 
we  are  afraid  we  are  none  of  thefe.  An/.  AH  are  bid- 
den, without  exception,  to  come  to  Chrift,  yea,  even 
the  ftout-heartcd  are  called  to  go  to  him.  Now,  if  you 
come  to  Chrift,  it  will  be  a  fure  proof  of  your  being 
Ifrael's  children,  and  among  thofe  who  are  bid  go  for- 
ward. Minifters  indeed  have  a  fpecial  commtffion  to 
fpeak  to  the  children  of  Ifrad,  that  they  go  forward 
to  this  table  j  whoever  ftay  back,  they  ought  not- 

^eft.  "Who  are  thofe  that  may  be  numbered  among 
Ifrael's  children,  or  the  feed  of  Jacob  ?  Anf,  The 
children  of  Jacob  or  Ifrael,  if  th^y  be  of  the  true  kind, 
will  be  like  their  father,  particularly  in  thefe '  things  : 
I .  Jacob  was  a  great  wreftler  with  God  in  prayer,  and 
hence  he  got  the  name  of  Ifrael  \  he  wept  and  made 
fupplication  at  Bethel,  and  prevailed  as  a  prince  with 
God,  which  is  the  meaning  of  the  name  Ifrael.  Now, 
if  you  be  wrcftlers  with  Godj  you  are  Ifracl's  children, 
and  called  to  go  forward.  2.  Jacob  was  a  plain  man  ; 
fo  he  is  called,  Gen.  xxv.  27.  that  is  a  fingle-hearted 
man  :  It  was  by  this  character  that  Chrift  defcribes  a 

true 
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true  Ifraelite,  John  1.  47..  "  Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed, 
in  whom  is  no  guile."  Now,  if  you  ftudy  godly  fince- 
rity,  and  plain  dealing  in  your  behaviour  both  to  God 
and  man,  you  are  Ifrael's  children,  and  called  to  go  for- 
ward, 3,  Jacob  had  faith  in  Chrift,  and  believing  views 
of  him  as  the  glorious  Shiloh  ;  he  waited  for  his  com- 
ing, drew  his  comfort  from  it,  and  rejoiced  in  the  gather- 
ing of  the  people  to  him.  If  it  be  fo  with  you,  then  wc 
bid  you  go  forward.  4.  Ifrael  and  his  children  were 
God*s  covenanted  people ;  they  chufed  God  for  their 
God,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to  him  :  If  it  be  fo  with 
you,  you  are  Ifrael's  children,  go  forward.  5.  Jacob 
was  zealous  for  reformation,  both  with  .refpeft  to  him- 
felf  and  his  family,  and  caufed  them  put  away  all  their 
idols,  cleanfe  themfelves,  and  change  their  garments, 
when  going  to  renew  covenant  with  God,  Gen  xxxv.  2. 
Now,  if  you  ftudy  fmcerely  to  follow  his  example,  you 
arc  among  the  children  of  Ifrael,  to  whom  God  war- 
rands  minifters  to  fpeak,  and  bid  them  go  forward  to 
his  table.  Now,  if  you  have  any  of  the  forcfaid  five 
chara£lers,  in  thrift's  name  we  can  promife  you  wel- 
come to  his  table.  Go  forward  to  it  then,  with  hearts 
burning  with  love  to  Chrift  and  to  his  people  ;  go  with 
^hankfulneffr  and  praife  to  God  for  providing  fuch  a 
Saviour,  and  fpiritual  feaft  for  you  \  and  go  with  hun- 
ger and  thirft  to  partake  of  it.  Go  forward  with  hu- 
mility and  felf  denial,  renouncing  all  confidence  in 
your  preparations  and  performances,  and  depending 
only  upon  Chrift's  mediation  for  acceptance  with  pod. 


ADVICE    XII. 

From  John  xii.  32.     And  /,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the 
earthy  will  draw  alt  men  unto  me. 

AS  the  facrifices  under  the  law  were  heaved  and 
lifted  up  before  the  Lord  ;  fo  Chrift  the  Antitype  muft 
be  lifted  up  on  the  crofc  as  the  atoning  Sacrifice  for 
our  fins-    The  Jews  were  not  more  willing  to  lift  him 

up, 
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up,  than  he  was  to  lift  hirafdf  5  he  readily  midcrtook 
to  be  lift  up,  Lo  /  comcy  faid  he  ;  he  willingly  carried 
his  crofs  to  the  place,  that  he.  might  be  lift  up  on  it* 
He  difluadcs  the  women  to  weep  for  him^  Why  ? 
Becaufe  I  am  going  to  be  lift  up  a  Sacrifice  td  juftice 
for  your  (ins,  and  to  draw  your  fouls  unto  me. 

^efl^  But  how  doth  he  draw  all  men,  .when  fatan 
keeps  many  ftill  fad  in  his  grips.  Anf.  Chrift  was  lift- 
ed up  to  obtain  drawing  offers. and  invitations  to  all 
men  without  exception,  and  accordingly  gives  draw* 
11} g  calls  to  all  men  in  his  word  ;  and  if  they  be  not 
drawn  to  him  it  is  their  own  fault.  But  though  many 
be  called,  and  multitudes  Hock  to  the  word  ^  yet  there 
are  noi)e  effeftually  drawn  to  Chrift  but  the  eleft  ; 
and  thefe  may  be  called  all  men,  as  they  are  gathered 
out  of  all  nations,  kindreds  and  languages,  ages,  fexet 
and  qualities.  All  men.  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews:  , 
Alt  forts  of  men,  fmners  of  all  (izes,  greater  as  well  as 
leflcr.  ^eji*  But  how  doth  the  lifting  up  of  Chrift 
draw  finners  effectually  to  him  ?  Anf.  By  the  merit 
of  his  lift  up  facrifice,  he  obtained  the  removal  of  all 
hinderances  of  their  coming  to  him,  fuch  as  the  guilt  of 
tKeir  fins,  the  enmfty  of  their  natures,  the  power  of  thci^ 
corruptions,  their  unbelief,  hardnefs,  blindnefs  and  dif- 
couraging  fears.  And  likewife  by  jt  he  purchafed  all 
the  means  requifite  for  drawing  men  to  him,  fuch  as  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  fanftified  rods,  the  grace  of 
faith,  and,  above  all,  the  powerful  influences  of  the  holy 
Spirit.  As  Chrift  was  l^ted  up  on  the  crofs,  fo-he  muft 
alfo  be  lift  up  on  the  pole  of  the  gofpel,  for  drawing 
finners  to  him.  Thus,  the  brazen  ferpent  was  lift  up 
in  the  wildernefs,  for  drawing  the  ftung  Ifraelites  a- 
bout  it,  and  it  proved  moft  cffeftual  for  that  end  ;  fo  a 
crucified  Jefus  held  out  and  evidently  fet  forth  in 
the  gofpel,  as  he  was  lifted  up  on  a  bloody  crofs^ 
with  his  pierced  hands  ftretchcd  out  to  embrace  loll 
finners,  is  furely  the  moft  attractive  and  drawing  fight 
in  the  world.  This  wonderful  Loadftone  hath  drawn 
thoufands  of  hard  iron  hearts  to  it  at  once.  A  natu- 
ral loadftone,  though  it  draw  iron  to  it  \  yet  it  may 
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be  drawn  away  from  it  again  :  But  a  crucified  Chrift 
draws  the  heart  fo  powerftilly  and  clofely  to  him,  that 
they  can  never  be  fcparated  again.  Never  was  there 
fuch  a  drawing  engine  in  the  world  as  this  !  A  lift  up 
ftandard  or  enfign  draws  numbers  of  fcattcred  foldiers 
unto  it|  but  it  is  feen  by  few  :  But  a  crucified  Jefus  lift 
up  in  the  gofpel,  is  an  enfign  to  draw  great  multitudes 
in  different  nations  under  the  banner  of  love,  Ifa.  xi# 
to.  The  firft  experiment  that  was  made  of  its  virtue 
in  Jerufalem  by  the  Apoftlc  Peter,  three  thoufand  fouls 
were  drawn  to  Chrift  at  once,  and  after  that  many  na- 
tions that  knew  him  not^  did  run  unto  him*  Come 
then,  t)  finnerp,  admire  and  experience  the  power  of 
this  lift  up  Enfign  ;  Jet  your  iron  hearts  be  drawn  by 
this  Loadftone ;  it  hath  loft  nothing  of  its  virtue  to  this 
day.  Thoufands  of  hearts  in  other  places  do  ftill  feel 
its  power  5  we  arc  fometimes  refrefhed  with  the  wel- 
come news  of  their  being  drawn  off  from  the  vanities 
of  time,  and  the  love  of  fin,  to  glorious  Chrift :  Why 
then  do  not  your  hearts  alfo  yield  to  the  power  of  this 
blefifed  Loadftone,  Chrift  crucified  lift  up  in  the  word 
and  facrament  ?  It  hath  the  fame  virtue  here  as  elfe- 
where,  were  but  the  eyes  of  faith  opened  to  behold  it^ 
according  to  that  alluring  call,  Ifa.  kiv.  aa. 

When  Chrift  was  lifted  up  on  the  crofs,  his  face  was 
turned  to  the  Gentiles,  for  the  Jews  out  of  malice  (as 
feveral  write)  would  have  him  crucified  with  his  face 
toward  the  weft,  as  reckoning  him  unworthy  to  look 
to  thc^  temple  and  holy  city  that  flood  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  mount  Calvary  *,  but  Chrift  had  a  loving  defign  in  it 
to  us  Gentiles,  and  to  accompUih  that  word,  PfaL  Ixvi. 
7«  '^  His  eyes  behold  the  nations*^  Behold,  O  finners, 
Chrift  turned  his  face  to  you  on  the  crofs  to  draw  you 
unto  him ;  there  he  bowed  his  head  toward  you  to  draw 
you  \  there  he  opened  a  cleft  in  his  fide  to  draw  you  ; 
there  blood  and  water  flowed  from  his  heart  to  draw 
you  to  him  !  And  now  he  hath  fent  his  word  and  Spirit 
to  draw  you  :  Now  he  difplays  his  blood  and  wounds 
in  the  facrament  to  draw  you ;  now  he  is  cafting  his 
cords  of  love  about  your  hearts  tq  draw  you  to  him  ; 
now  the  devil  is  holding,  and  Chrift  drawing;  Chrift 
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atid  the  AtiA  are  now  ftruj^glin^  for  your  hearts ;  the 
cyc8  of  many  arc  on  youj  the  eyes  of  the  glorious  Tri- 
nity, the  eyes  of  angeUi  the  eyes  of  minifters  and  faints 
are  on  you,  to  fee  what  the  iffue  of  the  combat  fliall  be» 
vhich  of  them  (ball  gain  the  prize*  Satan  indeed  is 
the  ftrong  man,  but,  gl6ry  to  God,  Chrift  is  ftronger 
than  he.  O  that  he  mat  ^evail,  the  heart  is  his  by 
right,  furrender  it  to  him  without  delay.  He  will  not 
enter  without  your  confent  \  his  people  muft  all  be 
•'  made  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power."  Oh,  if  the 
will  were  once  conquered,  the  day  were  Chrift*6,  and 
the  field  were  won  for  ever. 

Would  you  then  have  fatan  defeated,  your  biaffed  will 
overcome,  and  your  fouls  faviftgly  brought  to  Ghrift,  O 
look  up  and  cry  for  a  draught  of  Chrtft's  power.  Tou 
have  neither  ftrength  nor  will  to  come  to  a  crucified 
Chrift,  unlcfs-  he  draw  you.  Ordinances  or  providen- 
ces cannot  draw  you,  the  word  or  facraments  cannot 
draw  you,  judgments  or  mercies  eatinot  do  it ;  yea,  neU 
ther  minifters  nor  angels  can  draw  your  dead  and  heavy 
hearts.     O  then  look  beyond  them  all  to  a  liflb-op  Im^^  .| 

inanuel,  **  Draw  me,  Lord,  and  I  will  run  after  thee/"  Jj 

The  ordinance  you  have  in  view  can  never  be  a  draw-  * 

ing  ordinance,  if  Chrifl:  put  not  forth  his  tirtue  with 
it ;  the  facrametit  will  be  Hfelefs,  and  the  adminiftra- 
tots  lifelefs,  if  Chrift  draw  you  not.  The  moft  power- 
ful fermons,  the  moft  alluring  callsi  will  all  be  loft,  if 
he  draw  not.  Tou  will  fit  ftill  in  the  Sodom  of  a  na« 
tural  and  wrathful  ftate,  if  he  draw  not  \  you  will  die 
in  your  fins,  if  he  dtaw  not ;  you  will  be  eternally 
damned,  if  Chrift  draw  you  not  to  him.  Ton  can  never 
tovercome  the  ftrong  and  fubtile  temptations  fataA  tafta 
in  your  way ;  you  can  net er  deny  felf,  forfake  beloved 
]|ufts,  renounce  juftification  by  works,  quite  all  confi- 
dence in  your  own  doings,  go  naked  and  empty  to 
Chrift,  be  content  to  live  wholly  Upon  his  righteoufnefa, 
and  receive  grace,  lifei  ftrength,  and  glory^  a^  a  free 
gift  from  Chrift,  without  the  drawing  influence  of  a  lift 
ix^  Saviour.  Oh,  if  you  were  pnce  acquainted  widi 
this  drawing  power,  you  might  go  with  comfort  to  hia 
tablCi  and  feed  upon  nii  purchafe. 


$u^^  How  fiiall  I  know,  if  I  have  yet  been  drawn 
e&£tually  to  a  lift- up  Jefus. 

Anf.  Try  it  by  thefc  marks.  Have  you  difcovcrcd  his 
matchiefs  excellency,  fo  as  to  draw  ok  your  hearts  from 
fill  and  the  perilling  things  of  the  world  ?  Have  you 
felt  the  cords  of  his  love  about  your  heart  and  will,  con- 
ftraining  you  to  yitld  yourfelf  wholly  to  him  ?  is  your 
heart  drawn  oat  in  love  and  afFe^ion  to  a  crucified 
Chrift  above  all  things,  fo  that  the  defire  of  your  foul 
Is  to  him  and  the  remembrance  of  his  name  ?  Are  you 
,  growing  ftill  liker  to  ham,  rnore  holy,  more  humble^ 
meek,  and  heateniy  minded  i  Nearnefs  will  breed  like* 
nefs*  Are  you  troubled  for  diftance  from  Chtift,  when 
ftt  any  time  you  are  drawn  off  him  by  fin,  fatail,  or  the 
world'^  allurements  I  Are  you  drawn  to  duty  with  sk 
view  of  enjoying  his  prefence  therein  ?  In  the  mean 
time,  are,  you  drawn  off  from  refting  on  duties,  or  put* 
ting  any  attainments  in  Chrift's  room  }  Then  you  may 
conclude  your  heart  is  e;€e£):ually  drawn  by  a  lift-up 
Saviour }  and  fo  may,  with  holy  confidence  and  joy^ 
draw  liear  to  him  in  the  facramentaltryfting-place^  anti 
hold  communion  with  him  there.  .    « 


ADVICE    XHL       . 

From  John  i.  ^6,^^x\x.  5*    BehM  the  Lamb  o/GoJi'-'^ 
Behold  the  Man, 

O  COMMUNICANTS,  both  John  and  I^ihtc  call 
you  to  bdiold  Chrld  buffering  and  facrificed  for  you^ 
and,  which  i^  more,  the  Spirit  of  God  calls  you  to  thi^ 
duty  alfo.  .  Let  each  one  of  you  then  fay  with  Mofes, 
Exod  iii,  3*  <♦  I  will  ngw  turn  afidc,  and  fee  this  great 
fight."  A  great  fight  indeed  !  For  though  he  be  called 
a  Lamb,  and  a  Man,  heis.aifo  God;  God  in  human 
nature,  fufferingi  bleeding,  and  dying*  a  great  and  won- 
derful fight  i  all  the  Perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity  calt 
you  to  behold  it,  Ifa.  xlii.  i*-^xlv.  22.  John  i.  29.  Uraw 
then  as  near  as  pofiible,  fehat  you  may  get  a  good  view 
3  G  a  of 
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ef  it ;  (land  not  at  a  diftance  like  thofe  who  followed 
him  from  Galilee  to  the  crofs,  6f  whom  it  tsfaid^Loke 
xxiif*  49.  "  They  ftood  afar  oflF  beholding  thefc  things." 
Do  not  now  ftand  afar  oti,  nor  take  a  far  off  look  of  z 
crucified  Chrift,  but  come  clofe  to  him  by  faith^  and 
take  a  near  and  faving  look  of  him,  as  he  calls  you» 
Ifa.  xlv.  ^2.  ^'  Look  unto  me,  and  be  faved  ^  I  am  God, 
and  there  is  no  Saviour  befide  me.  O  then  turn  not 
your  back  or  ihoulder  to  him,  look  not  afquint  to  him^ 
look  not  by  him  to  other  things  ;  but  look  with  a  broad, 
ilraighti  and  fteady  look  unto  him.  The  Man  Chrift 
Jcfus  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  appointed  by  him  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  make  atonement  for  our  (ins,  and  to  purchafc 
pardon,  life  and  falvation,  to  us  :  And  looking  to  him 
by  faithy  is  the  great  mean  of  fecuring^and  applying  the 
blei&ngs  of  his  purchafe  to  us.  And  in  a  fpecial  man- 
ner he  calls  us  to  look  unto  him  in  his  fufferings  for  us, 
Bek$/d  mcy  behold  me  J 

Behold  the  fuffering  Man,  a  man  of  forrow  indeed  ! 
And  particularly  behold  him  entering  upon  that  fearful 
fcene  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane,  when  he  began  to 
fear,  turn  forrowfulj  and  very  heavy :  When  he  was  fore 
amazed,  fell  into  an  agony  and  bloody  fweat,  and  cried  out, 
•*  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrpwful,  even  unto  death  !'*  O 
what  was  it  that  made  your  Saviour  fo  heavy,  but  the 
dead  weight  of  the  ele£t's  fins,  with  the  law's  heavy 
curfes  annexed  to  them  ?  Oh,  your  fouls  were  exceeding 
guilty,  which  made  his  foul  exceeding  heavy.  '  Behold 
and  fee  your  forrowful  Redeemer  falling  into  a  fearful 
agony,  and,  while  in  it,  falling  down  fometimes  on  his 
knees,  and  fometimes  on  his  face,  praying  once,  pray* 
ing  again,  and  praying  the  third  time,  until  he  is  quite 
overwhelmed  with  wrath,  and  covered  with  his  own 
blood !  Behold  the  forrowful  Man  with  the  great  drops 
of  blood  (landing  above  his  garment  for  your  (ins,  and  . 
bedewing  the  ground !  See  Jehovah  now  adding  a- 
gainft  him,  as  an  inexorable  Judge,  running  on  him  as 
a  giant,  and  making  him  the  butt  of  his  envenomed 
arrows !  Behold  him  in  his  agony  making  his  moan 
to  his  difciples,  who  could  make  no  help  to  him  ;  for 
neither  they  nor  the  angels  in  heaven  durfl:  touch  his 

load. 


lo^d,  nor  ta&e  his  cup  :  Yea,  he  got  not  io  much  «« 
fympathy  from  his  difciples  ^  they  all  fell  aileep  when  he 
was  at  the  worft^  and  left  him  in  his  agony  to  ftrug^lc 
find  tread  out  the  wine-prefs  alone  !  O  be  not  idle 
fpe£tators  of  your  Saviour's  agony,  but  let  your  fouU  be 
exceedingly  affefted  with  Chriil'b  foul-fufiering  for  yoar 
fouls  fins.         . 

"  Behold  the  Man-  Chrift,"  betrayed  and  fold  for  a  little 
money,  apprehended  and  bound  with  coids  like  a  thief, 
and  bound  faft>  as  Judas  bade ;  yea^  f^  fad,  (as  fome 
fay)  that  the  blood' burft  out  of  his  tender  hands  !  O 
can  your  heatt  or  eyes  hold  to  fee  thofc  hands  that  made 
the  heavens,  wrung  together  and  bruifed  with  hard 
cords  !  To  fee  him  bound  as  a  prifoner,  that  came  to 
fet  the  prifoners  free  !  But  had  not  the  cords  of  your 
Redeemer's  love  held  him  faller  than  the  cords  of  his 
enemiesi  though  they  had  been  cables  or  i^hains^  they 
could  not  have  kept4iim  \  but  his  love  to  you  made 
him  a  willing  prifoner  I  "  Behold  the  Man,"  blindfold- 
ed, mocked,  buffeted  and  abufed  for  you  !  Behold  him 
ftript  naked  and  fcourged  !  Behold  him  that  clothes 
the  lilies  of  the  field,  that  made  coats  of  (kin  to  clothe 
our  firft  parents,  now  ftript  and  uncloathed  himfeif ! 
He  is  ftript  naked,  that  you  might  not  be  found  naked 
at  God's  bar  !  He  is  (Iript  of  his  robes,  that  he  might 
provide  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs  to  cover  your  naked- 
nefs!  "  Behold  the  Man,"  fcourged  by  Pilate,  Snd  that  a- 
bove  meafure,  thinking  thereby  to  fave  his  life  \  but  as 
the  Jews  were  not  fatisfied  therewith,  fo  neither  was  in- 
finite juftice  fatisfied  }  fo  that  his  life  mud  go,  and  the 
Man-Chrift  is  willing  it  fhould.  Willingly  did  he  give 
his  back  to  the  fmiters,  that  you  nught  be  freed  from 
the  everlafting  lafbes  of  God's  wrath  in  hell !  Behold 
-^very^  part  of  his  blcffcd  body  torn  and  wounded  by 
fcourgihgs,  becaufe  every.part  of  you  was  wounded  by 
•  fm  5  and  his  Itripes  were  the  only  cure  for  your  wounds* 
*<  Behold  the  Man,"  with  a  platted  crown  of  thorns 
on  his  bleffed  head,  with  the  (harp  points  turned  inward, 
and  thefe  beat  into  his  head  with  a  (laff,  till  all  his  head 
I  is  but  as  one  wound,  from  whence  a  new  (hower  of 

blood  r^n  down  his  neck  for  you  !     You  may  be  ready 

to 
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to  cf y,  Fy  on  the  Jews,  or  fy  on  the  (bldiers  that  ttfed 
our  Saviour  fo  \  but  rather  ery,  Fy  on  your  fios  that 
did  worfe  to  him,  thefe  platted  the  crown  of  thorns  an^l 
crucified  him  too.  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God|  now 
wiliingly  caught  in  the  thickets,  like  the  ram,  to  be  fa* 
crificed  in  your  room,  when  you  were  bound  4ike  Ifaac 
for  that  end»  Behold  him  willing  to  wear  a  crown  of 
pain  and  ignominy,  that  you  might  wear  a  crown  of 
glory  and  renown  :  Willing  to  be  difgraced  and  affront* 
ed,  rhat  yon  might  be  honoured  and  exalted  :  Willing 
to  let  a  Barabbas,  the  vileft  malefa£tor  in  all  Jerufalemt 
be  preferred  before  him,  that  you  might  be  preferred 
to  a  room  among  God's  children.  "  Behold  the  Man," 
sfter  all  thefe  fufferings^  put  to  bear  the  heavy  crofs  on 
his  fore  wounded  (boulders,  a  heavy  load,  indeed,  with 
the  eleA's  (ins  and  law's  curfes  faftened  to  it ;  yet  he 
bears  without  complaint  till  his  ftrength  is  fpent,  and  he 
is  ready  to  faint  under  the  buiden,  fo  that  another  muft 
help  !  Oh  !  it  was  not  the  weight  of  the  tree  that  made 
him  faint ;  he  had  a  greater  burden  to  bear  than  ten 
thousand  worlds,  even  the  infinite  wrath  of  God  due 
to  the  ele£l'6  fins  ?  O  ean  you  behold  this  fight  with 
dry  eyes ! 

*<  Behold  the  Man''  brought  to  Golgotha,  nailed  to  the 
tree,  hfted  up,  and  drinking  out  the  bitter  dregs  of  the 
cup  of  wrath  thereon,  till  at  length  he  yielded  himfelf 
prifoner  to  death,  by  bowing  his  head,  giving  death  his 
orders  to  execute  his  commii&on,  and  carry  him  off  the 
ftage  !  Behold  and  wonder  at  the  fight,  the  Lord  of 
life  death's  taken  prifoner  ?  O  man,  canft  thou  (land 
and  fee  the  Lamb  of  God  (lain  in  thy  room,  and  for 
thy  fins,  and  not  be  affe£led  !  Write  that  man  a  beaft, 
B  ftone,  a  lump  of  earth,  that  can  be  fenfelefs,  (tupid 
and  unconcerned  at  fuch  a  fight !  O  bluih  and  be  a^ 
Ihamed,  O  man,  at  thy  iiupduy,  when  the  dead  earth 
and  rocks  about  Jerufalem  quaked  and  rent  at  the  fuf« 
feringe  you  now  behold  leprcfented  in  tTle  facrament. 
O  curfed  fin,  (which  many  make  light  of)  that  could 
not  b€,  expiated  by  any  other  facrifice  than  that  of  our 
Immanuel,  the  Lamb  of  God,  the  Man  Chriii  Jefus  ? 
O  behold  the  Man  and  tremble  at  fin,  the  accurfed  thing 

that 
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that  murdered  the  Son  of  Ood,  thr  Man  that  is  God^s 
Fellow,  the  Man  that  is  infinitely  preferable  to  a  niillioA 
ti  worlds  full  of  men  and  angels  too.  O  that  men 
would  always^look  on  fin  in  the  glafs  of  the  agoniet 
tnd  fufferings  of  the  Man  Chri(l,  that  they  might  be 
filled  with  horror  at  it,  as  at  hell  itfelf !  Kay^  in  fe* 
reral  refpeds  fin  is  a  greater  evil  than  hell. 

Let  etegr  communicant,  erery  Chriflian,  come  and 
behold  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  with  the  greateft  love 
and  admiration,  who  for  our  fakes  was  willing  to  bc« 
come  a  Man,  and  God's  Lamb  to  be  facrificed  for  the 
fins  of  men.  O  let  his  name  Jefus  be  alw^ays  to  you  at 
precious  ointment  poured  forth,  and  let  the  rcmem* 
branee  of  his  love  inflame  your  fouls  with  a  rehement 
indignation  againft  fin,  and  a  burning  afTcd^ion  to  tlie 
Lamb  of  God,  the  'Man  Chrift,  that  was  willing  to 
ftruggle  in  bloody  agonies,  and  bleed  to  death  on  the 
curfed  tree  to  deliver  you  from  lying  in  hell  for  ever  \ 
O  what  can  wc  render  to  him  for  his  free  love,  amaz* 
ing  and  unfpeakable  love  !  O  that  we  could  fpend  our 
whole  lives  in  admiring  his  love  and  contemplating  hit 
beauty,  and  were  thereby  made  meet,  ia  fome  meafuie^ 
for  the  exercife  of  the  redeemed  above.     Amea« 


ADVICE    XIV* 

From  Job  xxxvii.  14.     Stand  Jlill  and  confider  At  v^ott* 
droits  worts  of  God ^ 

THE  works  of  God,  being  wondrous,-  do  well  deii 
fesve  our  mod  ferious  confideration  \  but  fo  wavering 
are  our  minds,  we  cannot  confider  them  aright,  unlelf 
we  (land  dill  and  compofe  ourfelves  for  that  end«  Thif 
advice  doth  £lihu  give  to  Job  in  the  text,  and  Mofea 
gives  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Exod.  xiv.  13*  Alt 
God's  works  are  wondrous^  and  highly  worthy  of  our 
obfetvation,  as  his  works  of  creation  and  providence  i 
and  more  efpecially  his  works  of  redemption  and  or 
grace^  as  they  are  made  known  to  us  in  the  gofpeldtf* 
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penfation,  and  particularly  in  the  facr^ment  of  the 
Lord^  fuppcr.  Here  God  calls  you  to  Hand  (lUl,  and 
confider  his  wondrous  works  of  redeeming  wifdom  and 
mcf cy^  in  faving  fallen  finners.  The  work  of  creation 
is  indeed  moft  wondefful  and  ftupenduous  \  but  his 
work  of  redemption  is  far  more  coRly  and  furprifing  : 
The  one  coft  him  but  a  word  of  his  power,  but  the  o- 
tlicr  coft  him  the  death  of  his  Son  :  the  one  is  but  the 
work  of  his  fingerft,  Pfal.  viii.  3.  the  other  is  the  work 
©f  his  arm,  Luke  i.  51;  Much*  of  the  divine  wifdom 
and  power  is  difplayed  in  making  us  men,  but  much 
more  in  making  us  faints ;  by  the  one  we  have  but  a 
fiiort  mortal  life,  but  by  the  other,  an  eternal  and  im- 
mortal life.  God's  works  of  redemption  and  of  grace 
will  be  the  admiration  of  faints  and  angels  to  all  eter- 
nity. Rev.  V.  12.  XV.  3. 

Come,  then,  and  behold  thefc  works  of  the  Lord,  as 
they  are  fct  forth  before  you  in  the  word  and  facra- 
ment !  Come  and  fee  God,  from  all  eternity,  pa&ing 
by  angels,  and  pitching  his  love  upon  poor  ruined  fm- 
ners  of  Adam's  family,  and  contriving  their  redemption 
by  the  incarnation  and  death  of  hts  dear  Son,  while  he 
pafled  by  the  angels  that  fell.  Come  and  fee  the  glo* 
lious  Son  of  God  undertaking,  in  the  council  of  peace, 
to  become  Surety  to  pay  our  debt,  and  fati«fyju(lice 
for  the  ipjury  our  fins  did  to  jSod's  glory  \  Behold  and 
confider  the  device  of  infinite  wifdom  for  reconciling 
juftice  and  mercy  about  guilty  men,  and  fatisfying  the 
demands  of  them  both^  by  punilhing  fin  feverely,  and 
yet  pardoning  the  perfons  guilty  I  "  Stand  ilill  and 
fee  the  wondrous  work"  of  making  the  Word  flefti  to 
dwell  among  us  ;  of  the  Creator's  leaving  his  throne  of 
glory  to  lodge  in  a  virgin's  womb,  and  a  bead's  man- 
ger ;  of  the  **  Ancient  of  days"  becoming  "  a  child  of 
a  day  old,"  learning  to  fpeak  and  go»  and  fubje£iing 
hinifelf  to  his  own  law  in  the  room  of  rebel  finners  \ 
••  Behold  God's  wondrous  work,"  in  fetting  up  a  court 
and  throne  of  grace  among  the  prifoners  of  ju&ice,  and 
caufing  grace  fit  as  a  queen  on  the  throne,  with  a  fctp- 
tre  of  mercy  in  her  hand,  and  thence  to  iffue  forth  pro- 
clamations of  grace  to  poor,  wretched,  blind,  mitera- 
ble^  and  naked  finners^.  proclaiming  pardon  to  the  con- 
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demned,  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  life  to  the  dead ; 
yea,  fee  jjrace  laying  fiege  to  the  hearts  of  rebeh,  fum- 
moning  them  by  the  gofpel-trunipet  to  furrender,  and 
ufing  the  moft  prevailing  arguments  with  them  to  do 
it,  taken  from  the  mediation,  fufFerings,  blood,  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  fatisfa£^ion  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Behoid  and  confider  the  w$ndrous  work  of  God  in  fur- 
nifhing  and  fitting  the  Mediator  for  our  miferable  cir- 
cumftances,  joining  the  divine  and  human  natures  in 
one  perfon  for  our  relief !  Obfervc  hovir  well  he  fuitd 
our  exigences  \  he  is  Man,  that  he  might  die  for  us  i 
and  God,  that  he  might  overcome  death !  Man^  that  he 
might  combat  the  devil ;  and  God,  that  he  might  van- 
quifh  him  !  Man,  that  he  might  take  on  our  guilt  and 
punifliment  j  and  God,  that  he  might  fupport  under  it ! 
Man,  that  he  might  offer  a  facrifice  for  us  5  and  God,  to 
make  it  infinitely  meritorious !  Man,  that  he  might  fyro- 
pathife  with  us  in  trouble  i  and  God,  that  he  might  de« 
Jivcr  us ! — a  wondrous  work  indeed  !  Again,  obferve 
the  Mediator's  fulnefs,  how  exa£Hy  it  fuits  our  miferies 
and  wants  !  In  our  wonderful  Immanuel,  therp  is  life 
for  our  deadnefs,  light  for  our  darknefs,  beauty  for  our 
deformity,  ftrength  for  our  wcaknefs,  health  for  our 
ficknefs,  balm  for  our  wounds,  raiment  for  our  naked- 
nefs,  riches  for  our  poverty,  merit  for  our  guiltinefs, 
righteoufnefs  for  our  juftification,  a  fountain  for  our 
pollution,  grace  for  fan^ification,  bread  for.  our  hun- 
ger, water  for  our  thirft,  and  deep  mercies  for  our  deep 
miferies !  a  wonderful  work,  to  make  one  depth  foex- 
aftly  to  anfwer  another  depth  !  "  This  is  the  doing  ojf 
the  Lord,  and  wondrous  in  our  eyes." 

Stand Jliili  and  fee  God's  wondrous  work^  in  fending 
our  Immanuel^  the  Prince  of  tie  kings  of  the  earth,  to 
go  up  and  down  the  wildernefs  feeking  after  the  loft 
Iheep,  calling  and  inviting  them  in  the  moft  tender 
manner  to  come  unto  him  for  life  and  falvation,  wilU 
ingly  fubmitting  to  be  buffeted  by  fatan,  contradiftcd 
by  finners,  to  fuffer  all  manner  of  indignities,  a  curfed 
death,,  and  the  wrath  of  God,  and  all  that  he  might 
be  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  juftice  for  our  fins :    And  after 
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he  had  fubmitted  to  death  aad  the  grave  for  a  time,  he 
conquered  t^em  and  rofe  ag-un  ;  and  gave  commiflion 
to  his  ambafladoTs  to  jjo  through  all  the  earth,  and  call 
perifhine  fiiinrrs  to  cumc  unto  him,  and  offer  them  fal- 
vation  in  his  name  \  and  having  done  fp,  he  afcended 
into  heaven  to  intercede  for  them.  'Now»  it  isincum* 
bent  upon  all  communicarits  to  rehnember  thefe  amaz- 
ing works  of  God,  at  his  holy  table,  with  wonder, 
thankfulnefs  and  praife.  •        . 

Come  here,  and  fee  the  fountain  cf  the  great  depths  of 
infinite  love  broken  up,  anj  the  dreams  of  the  water 
of  life  running  freely  thert from  to  the  fons  of  men. 
Come,  fee  Jacob's  ladder  fet  up,  that  reaches  from 
earth  to  heaven,  and  God  the  Father  at  the  top  of  it, 
calli.g  you  to  climb  to  heaven  by  the  fteps  of  it  j  vi2. 
Chriji*s  wounds,  offices^  and  promijei  /  Come,  fee  the 
mama  cominjj  down  m  plentiful  ihowers,  and  falling 
about  your  tents,  and  every  man  invited  to  gather. 
Come,  fee  the  Rock  broached  in  the  wildernefs,  to  fup- 
ply  the  neceffities  of  ytour  fouls  \  fee  the  Rock  fmittcn 
by  the  rod  of  Mofes,  and  bearing  the  curfes  of  the  law 
for  you  \  Come,  fee  the  "  City  of  refuge"  opened  for 
poor  manflayers,  that  (inners,  who  have  flain  their 
foulb  by  (in,  may  fiee  to  it  for  fiielter.  O  then  flee  for 
your  lives,  and  do  not  Imger  by  the  way  !  Come,  fee 
God  bringing  his  rightcoufnefs  near  you  who  are  guilty 
criminals,  and  bidding  you  put  it  on  for  your  fafety  in 
judgment  5  it  is  a  robe  that  will  fit  every  one  of  you. 
Come,  fee  the  "  fruits  and  leaves"  of  the  Tree  of  Life 
{haken  and  fcattercd  among  ftarving  wounded  fouls  : 
Gather  and  feed  on  the  fruits  of  his  purchafe  for  your 
nourifhment ;  apply  the  leaves  of  his  promife's  for  your 
healing.  Come,  fee  "  the  Well  of  falvation"  opened, 
bring  the  chain  and  bucket  of  faith  and  draw  water. 
The  great  medicine  well  is  here,  come  with  all  your 
difeafes  and  ailments  to  it,  come  with  your  hard 
hearts,  blind  eyes,  weak  hands,  feeble  knees,  lame  feet 
and  cold  affections  to  ge't  them  healed.  Come,  fee 
Chrid's  teftament  opened,  and  every  man  allowed  to 
put  m  for  a  (hare  of  the  legacies  therein  contained  : 
This  you  are  to  do  by  believing,  claiming,  laying  hold  and 
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embracing  the  promifef  !  Come,  fee  ftrayinj;  prodigals 
returning  to  their  Father's  houfe,  and  fee  tneir  Father 
embracing  them,  and  the  whole  family  itrjoicing  at  tiieir 
return  :  See  their  filthy  rags  tak*-n  off,  and  the  wJite 
robe  of  the  Son  of  God  put  on  them,  and  the  fatted 
calf  killed  for  them.  Come,  fee  the  King  of  glory  en- 
tering in  at  the  everlafting  gates  of  mens  fouls,  de- 
throning fin  and  felf,  taking  pofleflioa  of  their  hearts, 
and  fctting  up  his  throne  and  kingdom  in  them.  Came, 
fee  King  Solomon  both  crowned  and  married  in  one 
day !  An  aftoniftiing  match  concluded  between  the 
Prince  of  life  and  the  heir  of  hell !  AH  the  daughters 
of  Zion  are  called  forth  to  behold  this  fight.  Cant.  w» 
1 1*  All  thefe  are  great  and  won4rous  works  of  God 
to  be  feen  in  the  word  and  facramcnt,  which  all  com- 
municants ought  to  (land  ftill  and  confider. 

Confider  thefe  marvellous  yrorks  fo  as  to  be  fiiitably 
affeAed  with  them,  make  them  the  fubj:?£l  of  your 
meditations;  entertain  high  and  admiring  thoughts  of 
God,  and  of  his  infinite  love  and  wifdoni  manifcfte4 
in  them.  Give  firm  credit  to  the  record  and  teftimo- 
ny  God  hath  given  us  of  thefe  wondrous  works,  and 
glorify  the  great  Author  of  them  with  your  hearts, 
tongues  and  lives.  Embrace  the  gofpel-offer,  and  be 
afraid  of  offending  that  God  who  has  humbled  himfelf 
fo  16w  for  our  fakes,  and  has  wrought  fuch  great  and 
wondrous  works  for  us.  Be  careful  to  ferve  him  and 
pleale  him  in  ^11  things,  and  abhor  fin  his  grand  enemy. 


ADVICE    XV. 

From  Rev.  xxii.  2.      In  midfi  of  the  Jlreet  was  the  tree 
of  life. 

IT  was  a  fad  day  to  mankind,  when  God  banifiied 
Adam  from  the  earthly  paradife,  and  from  the  tree  of 
iife  that  grew  therein,  and  alfo  (hut  the  entry  to  it  ! 
But  behold  God,  in  his  free  mercy,  is  now  opening  an 
entry  and  inviting  Adam's  banifhed  pofierity  back  a- 
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gain  to  a  hetttr  pamdi/ey  where  there  arc  purer  delights, 
and  neither  Cm  nor  fatan  can  enter ;  and  where  there 
is  a  Tree  of  iifey  Jefus  ChriJ}^  infinitely  preferable  to 
that  in  Adam's  paradife.  This  Tree  of  life  far  excels 
that  in  its  leaves,  (hadow,  fruit,  and  virtues  ;  it  ani- 
mates, yea,  reftores,  and  preferves  life  for  ever,  neither 
is  there  any  flaming  fword  to  hinder,  our  accefs  ti  it. 
Adam's  tree  endured  but  a  (hort  time,  but  ours  lafts 
for  ever.  Other  trees  decay,  fade,  and  wither,  but 
*'  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day  and  for  e- 
▼er  "  O  come,  then,  fit  down  under  the  (hadow  of 
this  tree,  eat  of  its  fruit,  and  live  for  ever.  Though 
the  tree  be  now  planted  in  the  heavenly  paradife,  yet 
his  branches,  fhadow,  and  fruit,  extend  to  every  be- 
liever on  earth,  as  well  as  to  the  faints  above.  Thou- 
fands  of  communicants  at  the  lower  table  have  "  fat 
under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  and  found  his 
fruit  fwect  to  their  tafte."  Chrift  is  a  tree  that  bears 
fruit  at  all  times,  every  month,  and  even  in  the  (harp- 
eft  winter  months  of  ficlcnefs  and  death. 

There  arc  fome  very  ufeful  trees  in  the  world,  that 
aflbrd  all  neceflarics  to  men,  fuch  as  meat,  drink,  phy- 
fic,  and  clothing.  Behold,  God  hath  provided  fuch  a 
tree  for  us.  Jefus  Chrift  affords  us  all  thefe.  i.  Meat : 
He  tells  us,  That  "  his  fle(h  is  meat  indeed  ;'*  that  is, 
his  fie(h  wounded  and  dying,  yields  ftrengthening  food 
for  the  foul,  in  refpeft  of  its  fruits  and  effefts.  It  is 
food  well  prepared  •,  the  holy  Trinity  fpent  a  wholq 
eternity  in  preparing  it^  It  is  meat  well  feafoned  ;  it 
is  feafoned  with  the  love  of  God,  fauced  with  the 
blodd  of  Chrift,  and  fpiced  with  the  graces  of  the  Spi- 
rit. 2.  Drink  :  Chrift's  blood  is  alfb  drink  indeed  to 
the  foul,  in  refpeft  to  its  comfortable  effefts ;  fuch  as 
pardon,  peace,  light,  life,  ftrength,  &c.  Thefe  ftreams 
from  the  Rock  are  moft  refrelhing,  cordial,  and  favoury 
drink  5  (avoury  to  God,  favoury  to  angels,  and  moft  fa- 
voury to  every  foul  that  hath  tafted  it.  It  is  a  fwcet  cup 
that  is  to  be  put  into  your  hand,  if  you  have  faith,  but 
it  is  poifonous  to  an  unworthy  communicant  that  wants 
faith :  But,  if  you  be  worthy,  the  drink  will  poifon 
(in,  quicken  grace,  and  refrcfli  the  foul*     Fear  not,  O 
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believer,  to  take  a  good  draught,  faith  will  make  the 
cup  medicinal  and  reftorative  to  thy  foul,  and  it  will 
only  kill  and  deftroy  thy  lufts.  3.  Phyfic  :  The  leaves 
of  this  Tree  are  for  the  "  healing  of  the  nations:**. 
Chrift  hath  many  healing  promifes,  which,  when  ap- 
plied by  faith,  are  moft  ufefal  to  purge  out  fin  and  cor- 
ruption, and  to  heal  all  the  foul's  wounds  and  difcafes* 
4.  This  Tree  affords  clothing  alfo.  Poor  fallen  Adam> 
when  naked,  went  to  the  fig  tree  for  its  leaves  to  cover 
him ;  but,  O  let  his  pofterity  go  to  the  Tree  of  life, 
where  they  (liall  get  infinitely  better  clothing,  evea 
Chrift's  perfeft  rtghUottfnefs^  which  is  fpotlefs  and  law- 
biding.  Behold  a  rich  robe,  fet  with  the  pearls  and  dia- 
monds of  heaven.  A  large  rcbe^  fo  broad  as  to  cover  a 
whole. eleft  world.  It  alfo  covers  all  the  fpots  and  in- 
firmities of  believers  ;  fo  that  not  one  of  them  is  to  be 
feen.  This  robe  is  as  broad  as  the  law,  which  we  are 
told  is  exceeding  broad.  And  it  is  juft  as  beautiful  as 
broad  ;  for  it  makes  every  cleft  foul  amiable  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God.  Never  then  was  there  fuch  a  Tree, 
cither  in  the  earthly  or  the  heavenly  paradife,  as  our  glo- 
rious Tree  of  life,  Jefus  Chrift.  O  hungry  fouls,  here 
is  meat  J  O  third  y  fouls,  here  is  drink  !  O  difeafed  fouls, 
here  IS  medicine  I  O  naked  fouls,  here  is  clothing  I  O 
come  then  to  this  Tree  of  life,  and  you  have  all  things 
neceffiry  for  you. 

O  communicants,  you  are  called  to  take  a  view  of 
this  bleffed  Tree,  as  it  was  hewen,  mangled,  and  cut 
down  by  the  ax  of  juftice,  when  he  died  upon  the  crofs 
for  you.  Even  in  this  his  mangled  condition,  he  is  a 
moft  beautiful  and  engaging  fight  to  the  eye  of  faith  ! 
O  believer,  behold  your  princely  Jefus  lifted  up  on  a 
bloody  crofs,  on  the  top  of  mount  Calvary,  for  all  na- 
tions to  fee  him,  and  gather  to  him  for  food  and  hea- 
ing.  Since  that  mount  was  firft  created,  it  never  pro- 
duced fuch  a  Tree,  or  fuch  precious  fruit,  as  the  Lord 
of  glory  hanging  on  the  tree  of  the  crofs,  that  was  plant- 
ed there  fome  hours  :  Chrift's  hanging  on  it  changed 
its  nature  from  a  curfed  to  a  blefled  tree,  a  Tree  of  life 
and  falvation.  This  Tree  of  life  made  mount  Calvary 
a  fwcct  and  lovely  paradife  that  day,  (notwithftanding 
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cf  all  the  malcfa£kors  bores  that  lay  fcattered  upon  it) 
and  the  fruits  growing  en  it  that  day  hath  enriched  both 
heaven  and  earth,  and^  will  fiU  heaven  with  eternal 
fongs  of  pfaife. 

.  You  are  likewife  called,  at  this  time,  to  draw  near  a 
crucified  Chrill,  the  ''free  of  life,  that  is  always  laden 
with  fruit :  Come  iis  near  at  poflible  you  can  win,  (hake 
the  Tree  by  faith,  and  gather  as  much  fruit  as  you  can  ; 
cat,  and  lay  up  for  after-times ;  yea,  gather,  and  lay  up 
for  eternity.  The  fruits  of  this  Tree  arc  durable  and 
lading,  plentiful  and  enriching,  fweet  and  fatisfying, 
manifold  and  various,  Rev,  xxii,  **  twelve  manntr  of 
fruits  every  month,"  which  is  an  Jiundrcd  and  forty- 
four  crops  in  the  year.  Likewife,  they  arc  mofl,  fui ta- 
ble to  the  wants  and  neceffities  of  your  fouls.  What 
can  be  more  fuitable  to  the  guilty  than  pardon  ?  to  the 
dead  than  life  ^  to  the  hungry  than  bread  ?  to  the  thirfty 
than  drink  ?  to  the  wounded  than  balm  ?  to  the  blind 
than  eye-falve  ?  to  the  naked  than  clothing  ?  to  the  im- 
potent than  ftrength  ?  to  the  weary  than  reft  ?  to  the 
captive  than  liberty  ?  to  the  difturbed  than  pe^ce  >  to 
the  bewildered  than  light  ?  to  the  warrior  than  victory  ? 
All  thcfe,  and  innumerable  more,  are  the  fweet  and 
fuitable  fruits  of  the  Tree  of  life. 

O  then,  give  all  diligence  to  fecure  and  clear  up  your 
intereft  in  this  bleffed  Tree  of  life  and  its  fruits,  which 
are  now  offered  to  you  freely  without  rnoney  or  price* 
Abandon  and  reje£l  the  four  and  unfavoury  fruits  of 
fin,  the  world,  and  your  own  righteoufnefs ;  and  em- 
brace the  Tree  of  hfe  in  the  arn«6  of  faith,  and  all  its 
fruits  are  yours.  Come,  "  fit  dowri  under  his  fhado.w,'* 
at  his  table,  and,  btiievingly  receive  and  feed  on  thefe 
delicious  fruits.  O  how  delightful  and  refrefhing  is 
the  (h^dow  i»nd  flielter  of  Chfift's  righteoufnefs,  to  the 
foul  that  hath  been  fcorched  with  a  fenfc  of  divine  dif- 
pleafure  for  fin  ?  ihib  fhadow  fkicens  and  protcdshim 
from  the  heat  of  God's  wrath,  from  the  curfes  of  a 
fiery  law,  and  from  the  flavifh  fears  of  death,  and  wratb- 
like.*3ifpenfat:ons.  Then  let  evtry  weary  and  fcorched 
foul  come  at  Chrift's  call,  nnd  fit  down  under  his  (lia- 
dow  :  Give  firm  credit  to  the  gofpcl  report  concerning 
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Chrlft's  furety(l)ip,  his  fufficient  righteoufnefs,  and  free 
offers  :  Acquiefcc  heartily  in  this  bleffed  contrivance  of 
Chelter  and  fafety,  and  put  all  your  truft  and  confidence 
in  his  righteoufnefs  alone ;  and  abide  contentedly  un- 
der its  fhadow  without  \«randering  from  it,  or  going 
frpm  tree  to  tree,  as  many  do,  feeklng  reft  or  fhelter. 
Surely  all  who  leave  Chrift,  and  wander  after  the  flia- 
d6w  of  creature  comforts,  or  their  own  doings,  for  re- 
lief, will  difquiet  thcmfelves  in  vain  5  for  there  is  no 
reft  or  (hclter  any  where,  but  under  the  ihadow  of  the 
Tree  of  life.  Here  only  you  will  find  protection  and 
provifion  :  This  made  the  fpoufe  fay,  Cant.  ii.  3.  "  I 
fat  down  under  his  Ihadow  with  great  delight,  and  his 
fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tafte." 

,  Let  all  thofe,  who  have  experienced  the  fafety  and 
fweetnefs  of  Chrlft's  Ihadow  and  fruit,  blefs  God  that 
gave  them  counfel,  and  drew  them  to  this  happinefs. 
Sec  that  you  abide  clofe  under  this  fhadow,  and  make 
it  your  continual  refort.  Chrift  fpeaks  to  you,  as  David 
to  Abiather,  when  he  fled  to  him  from  Saul's  cruelty. 
*'  Abide  thou  with  me,  fear  not|  for  he  that  feeketh 
my  life,  feeketh  thy  life,  but  widi  me  thou  (halt  be  in 
fafeguard.**  Likewife  pity  and  pray  for  them  who  flight 
the  Tree  of  life,  and  arc  going  through  all  the  trees  of 
the  wood  for  reft  and  fatisfadion,  but  cannot  find  it. 
O  commend  this  bleflTedTree  to  them,  and  invite  them 
to  come  and  fit  down  under  the  (hadow  of  it,  where 
they  will  find  all  things.  Say  to  them  as  Philip  to 
Nathaniel,  "Come  and  fee.*'  Be  alfo  looking  out,  and 
longing  for  the  full  enjoynaent  of  the  Tree  of  life  in  the 
Paradife  above,  where  you  (hall  eternally  fing  among 
the  branches  of  it,  meet  with  all  your  friends,  and  eat 
the  fruits  with  a  far  better  appetite  and  reliih  than  ever 
any  did  here  below. 
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ADVICE    XVI. 

From  Ifa.  xxxu.  2»     A  man  Jhallhe  a  hiding-place  from 
the  wind^  and  a  covert  from  the  tempejl* 

WHATEVER  ftorms  or  tempefts  believers  are  ex- 
,  pofed  to  here,  Chrid  is  an  excellent  (belter  and  hiding- 
place  from  ibcm.  Before  Adam^s  fall,  th^t  fin  entered 
into  the  world,  all  was  calm  and  fcrene  ;  but  fince  that, 
the  world  is  become  a  weary  wildernefs,  full  of  tem- 
pefts ;  and  as  foon  as  one  is  laid,  another  is  ready  to 
blow.  There  are  ftorms  of  outward  affliftions,  fick- 
nefs,  loffes,  and  difappointments,  and  many  wrath- like 
difpenfations  of  providence  ;  there  are  ftorms  of  temp- 
tations from  fatan,  challenges  from  confcience,  thunder- 
ings  from  mouht  Sinai,  defertions  from  God,  reproach- 
es and  perfecutions  from  the  world  :  And  yet  all  thefe 
ftorms  here,  are  but  like  drops  before  the  ftiower,  if 
compared  with  the  terrible  ftorm  of  wrath  to  come, 
"which  is  abiding  the  ungodly  and  unbelieving.  But 
glory  to  infinite  wifdom  and  free  love,  for  finding  out  a 
proper  Hiding-place  for  loft  finners  amid  thefe  ftorms, 
to  which  we  are  called  to  turn,  Zcch.  ix.  12.  "  Turi;i 
ye  to  the  ftrcng  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope.'*  The  Maa 
Chrift  i§  an  excellent  Strong- held  and  Hiding-place  a- 
gainft  all  ftorms  whatfoever;  in  him  there  is  fufficient 
room  and  accommodation  for  us,  his  wounds  are  wide, 
his  mercy  large,  his  merits  infinite,  his  offers  free,  his  calls 
moft  gracious  and  extenfive,  Ifa.  xiv.  22.  **  Look  to 
me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  e^ith,"  The 
sccefs  is  declared  free,  and  the  way  patent,  to  all  who 
turn  to  the  Strong-hold  for  ftielter,  and  never  was  any 
excluded  that  turned  to  it. 

A  crucified  Jefus,  O  communicants,  reprefented  to 
you  in  the  facrament,  is  the  Strong- hold  and  Hiding- 
place,  to  which  you  are  called  to  turn  by  faith  fcr_  ftiel- 
ter and  fafety,  from  the  fword  of  juftice.  In  him  there 
axe  excellent  clefts  for  ftielter,  Cant.  ii.  14.  and  which 
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you  ought  to  be  well,  acquainted  with.  There  are  the 
clefts  of  his lewi/w^j  and  merits,  which  all  ChriJPs  doves 
flee  to  when  ftorms  arife.  There  is  alfo  the  cleft  of  his 
ponvery  the  clefts  of  his"  lui/dom^  the  cleft  of  his  iove,  and 
the  cleft  of  his  faithfulnefs;  many  a  ftorm  have  they 
cfcapcd  in  thefe  clefts.  In  this  hiding-place  there  are 
alfo  chambers  of  fafety,  to  which  you  may  retire  when 
the  tempefts  blow,  Ifa.  xxvi.  20.  There  are  the  cham" 
hers  of  Chrift's  offices  and  fweet  relations^  which  he  hath 
affumed  for  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  believers ;  in 
each  of  thefe  many  of  them  have  found  flicker  whea 
ftormo  have  blown.  There  is  alfo  the  pleafant  chamber 
of  his  xovenatit^  with  the  clofets  of  its  prsmifes,  which 
afford  fweet  retiring  places  in  tempeftu6us  times.  O 
ftudy  to  be  acquainted  with  them.  David  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  well-ordered  covenant  and  its  promi- 
fes^  and  had  his  recourfe  thereto  in  troublous  times,  and 
particularly  when  he  was  threatened  with  the  ftorm  of 
death,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  "  Although  my  houfc  be  riot 
fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath  made  with  nie  an  evcTlaftin^ 
covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  ;  this  is  all  rfjy 
falvation."  And  he  pleads  the  promifes  of  his  cove- 
nant for  his  fafety,  Pfah  c«ix.  49.  '*  Remember  the 
word  to  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou  haft  caufed  me 
to  hope.7  Come  then,  by  the  exereife  of  faith,  and 
(liut  yourfelves  up  in  thefe  f«^eet  chambers  at  the  Lord's 
table,  and  take  complacency  in  viewing  and  walking 
through  them. 

Chrift  crucified  is  a  Covert  and  Hiding-place  to  be-. 
lievers,  and  to  every  thing  that  belongs  to  them  :  He  is 
even  a  Covert  to  their  bodies  in  time  of  danger  ;  foj  was 
he  to  his  difciples,  when  the  ftorm  was  breaking  upon 
himfelf,  John  xviii  8.  "  If  ye  feek  me,  let  thefe  go 
their  way."  But  more  efpeciiilly,  he  is  a  Covert  to 
thtiv/ou/Sf  thefe  he  accounts  precious  as  hh  jewels  y  he 
hides  them  in  his  wounds,  and  **  keeps  them  by  his 
power  through  faith  unto  falvation."  He  is  alfo  a  Co- 
vert to  their  graces ,  and  keeps  them  in  life  when  ready 
to  die,  and  faves  them  from  being  overwhelm»jd  in  the 
day  of  tempeft.  What  had  become  of  David  and  of 
Peter's  grace,  under  violent  ftorms  of  temptation,  if  he 
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had  not  been  a  CoTcrt  to  them..  Many  a  time  bath  he^ 
prefenred  the  fmoiing  Jom  2aid  the  iruifei^reidf  under 
the  moft  dangerous  ftorms.  Likewife  Chrift  is  a  Co- 
vert to  their  evidences  and  marks  of  grace ;  hepveferveS' 
them,  and  keeps  them  legiblei  after  many  blots  wJuch- 
fin  and  fatan  do  caft  upon  them.  He  hath  the  blefied*^ 
art  of  recovering  and  clearing  up  their  evidences,  when, 
^y  are  frequently,  given  up  for  loft  in  times  of  back* 
Aiding. 

Let  all  confidcr  how  mifcrable  they  are  who  have 
no  intereft  in  this  Hiding*  place ;  yoo^  that  are  out  oi 
Chrift,  have  na  covert  from  the  tempeft ;  you  can  nei-^ 
th^r  have  fafety  nor  comfort  in  times,  of  trouble.  Nay, 
when  any  ftorm  blows  from  without  againft  you,  a 
guilty  confcience  will  be  ready  to  raife  the  ftorm  with^ 
in^;  and  alfo  (how  you  a  more  terrible  (torm  gathering 
againft  you,  cvcri  the  wrath  that  is  to  come ;— -wrath, 
ftill  coming  but  never  all  come ; — a  ftorm  that  will  ftill 
be  blowing,  but  never  will  blow  over*  O  what  will 
become  of  you,  if  death  come  upon  you  in  tbisflielter- 
lefi  ftate,  while  out  of  Chrift,  the  only  hiding*place  ? 
—to  be  fure,  then,  "  hell  will  follow  the  pale  horfe.** 
To  whom  then  will  ye  flee  for  help  or  ftielter  ?  The 
rocks  or  hills  will  not  be  a  hiding-place  to  you,  if  Chrifl: 
do  not  hide  you.  No  creature  will  Ikreen  or  pity  you, 
if  Chrift  do  it  not.  All  -the  creatures  will  take  part 
with  their  Creator  againft  you,  and,  inftead  of  hiding 
you,  they  will  be  ready  to  divulge  ^nd  accufe  you  to  the 
purfuer,  the  juftice  of  God.  If  you  cry  to  the  heavens, 
O  cannot  the  vaft  expanded  heavens  afford  me  a  hiding- 
place  from  the  tempeft  ?  No,  will  they  fay,  there  is  no 
refuge/  no  entrance  here  for  the  flightcrs  of  Chrift,  we 
will  open  only  to  rain  ftre  and  brimftone,  and  furious 
ftorms  upon  their  heads.  If  you  look  to  the  air,  and> 
fay.  Is  there  no  hiding-  place  through  the  yaft  regions 
of  the  air  for  me  ?  No,  the  air  is  tranfpstrent,  and 
will  difcover  the  criminal,  and  will  raife  a  whirlwind 
of  wrath  to  blow  you  into  hell.  If  you  cry  to  the  fca, 
Is  there  no  hiding  place  in  all  the  depths  of  the  fpaci- 
pus  fea  to  ihelter  me  from  the  Lamb's  wrath  ?  No, 
the  fea  will  ^iye  up  he^  dead  to  be  judged,  and  will 
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there  no  cave  nor  pit  in  all  the  earth  to'hide  me  from 
the  dreadful  kMtti  f  No,  -ifhfc  ^rth»  inftead  of  hiding 
you,  will  open  its  mouth  and  let  you  go  quick  down^o 
mil,  for  %htttrg  t)ie  "wounds  of  C!hrift  thst  were  open- 
ed to  fhelter  you. 

O  ioteiFcry  -fihner  Aen  Aee  tiow,  while  it  -is  timfc,  to 
dMfe  blefie4  wounds  «f  J^fus  for  &fety :  <<  Be  of  good 
oosnfor^t,  O  ^Aner,  rife,  he  caUeth  thee  ;"  rife  and  come'i 
for  there  ts  yetveeili  i  fof^fUce  kll  f;dfe  (hekers  luid  ly- 
in|[  refiig«es^  . AbColute  tnbrcy^  «  blamele& 'wa'Mci  CM* 
viftions,  refol^ittods,  prayersi  tcarsy  otdtnances,  miht- 
(tcxai  ^<i^  ^><^  he  a  hidiiig- plaice  io  you,  if  Chriftbene- 
^^d.  Nothing  can  iiatisfy  juftke,  nOr  flcreen  from 
wraths  but  the  w-omiids  and  blood  of  the  Redeemer ; 
therefore  fee  t6  make  thefe  only^your  covert 'and  hiding- 
place.  "  ; 

It  <:onc6rns  all  to  try  if  they  have  got  into  this  hid- 
ing-place, and  if  they  be  anr^ong  Chri(l'«  iidden  oms:; 
fe  beiieyer s  are  ^:alledy  P£al.  Ixxxiii.  3.  If  you  be  a- 
mong  thefe  hidden  onei,  you  will  l^ive  a  hidden  tife^ 
and  be  acquainted  with  a  life  of  fecliet  prayer  and  cor- 
refpoodenoe  with  heaVen^  and  a  Kfe  of  fiitfa  and  lean- 
ing upon  the  Son  of  God  \  you  wiH  have  hidden  Tood^ 
kneat  the  world,  knows  not  of,  the  hid  dianna  of  com- 
munion with  God.  .  Ytou  will  have  hidden  clothing, 
and  be  acquainted  with  putting  off  your  OT^n  rags^  and 
putting  on  the  hidden  garment  of  Chrift's  tighteouf- 
iiefs.  You  will  have  hidden  ftrength,  and  be  acquainted 
with  borrowing  ftrength  from  Chrift,  both  for  work 
and  warfare.  You  will  live  upon  hidden  fupports  in 
daik  and  calamitous  times,  and  draw  comfort  from  the 
promifes,  and  make  thefe  the  ground^of  your  hope* 
If  you  be  in  Chrift  as  your  hiding-place,'you  will  be  a- 
mong  Chrift's  poor  and  n^dy  ones,  for  it  is  to  fuch  he 
is  a  refuge,  Ifa.  xxv.  4.  Do  you  fee  your  own  empd- 
nefs,  ill'defervings,  and  infufficiency,  and  depend  upon 
free  mercy  for  every  crumb  ?  Are  you  ftill  begging  at 
a  throne  of  grace,  and  inclining  to  exalt  free  grace  i 
laying,  ^'  Not  unto  u^,  but  unto  Chrift  be  the  glory  ;'* 
he  is  **  all  our  falvation  and  all  our  defire.  Happy  art 
they  who  can  lay  claim  to  thefe  marks. 
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ADVICE    XVII. 

From  I  Kings  xix.  9.     The  Lord  [aid  unto  bim^  What  dofi 
thou  here^  Elijah  ? 

IT  is  the  concern  of  every  man  to  be  always  in  cafe 
to  give  account  to  God  of  his  errand  arid  defign  in  cv** 
ry  pitce  of  work  he  is  employed  in  \  and  fo  ought  com- 
municants at  the  Lord's  table ;  when  God  or  his  mini- 
fters  aik  them,  as  the  Lord  did  Elijah,  "  What  dott 
thou  here,  communicant  ?"  What  is  your  bufinefs  and 
errand  at  this  table  ?  Can  you  fay,  I  have  many  er- 
rands here ;  I  come  upon  my  Saviour's  call,  to  cele- 
brate the  memorial  of  his  dying  love,  that  his  name 
may  be  remembered  to  all  generations  ?  *•  And  wor- 
thy is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,^'  to  be  admiredj  adored^ 
and  praifed  for  ever.  I  come  alfo  to  fubfcribe  and  feal 
a  marriage  contra^  with  him  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
ner, before  all  the  Perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  be- 
fore the  ele£k  angels,  and  before  all  the  congregation. 
Seeing  Chrift  doth  once  more  call  me  to  it,  after  many 
a  broken  tryft,  and  hath  put  on  his  marriage-robes,  his 
dyed  garments,  to  win  and  engage  my  heart,  I  come  to 
join  hands  with  him  before  God,  an^dj,  and  men,  and 
take  them  all  witneffes  to  the  bargaiaJS|*^Burely  this  is  a 
good  errand:  O  that  the  long  fpoken^f  match  may 
now  hold.  .' 

Can  you  fay,  I  am  come  to  a  rich  ai^  liberal  Saviour, 
to  fupply  my  needs  out  of  his  fuIneCj^^  I  come  on  a 
good  day,  when  he  ufes  to  deal  bountifully  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  to  fay  to  them,  as  ihelcing  to  Either, 
**  What  4s  thy  petition  ?  and  what  is  thy  requeft  ?" 
Well,  is  thy  petition  ready  ?  Doft  thqu  <:omc  with  the 
publican's  petition,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  fm- 
ner  ?"  Or  with  I^vid'is  petition,  "  L6rd  be  merciful 
to  me ;  heal  my  foul,  for  I  have  finned  agaiuft  thee  ?" 
Or  with  that  petition,  *'  Purge  me  with4iyffop,  and  £. 
ihall  be  cleans  wa(h  me,  and  I  (hall  be  whiter  than  the 
fnow  ?"  Or  with  that,  "  Let  my  foul  live,  audit  {haH 
ipraife  thee  ?"    Or,  do  you  come  with  the  fpoufe's  pcti> 
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tions  and  requefts/  ^'  Draw  me^  and  we  will  run  after 
thee.  Awakei  O  north  wind  ;  and  come,  thou  fouth  ; 
blow  upqn  my  warden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow 
out  ?'*  •  Surely  thcfe  petitions  are  agreeable  to  your  Re- 
deemer ;  fee  that  you  infift  upon  them,  and  prcfs  for 
on  anfwer.  Study  to  have  a  lively  feeling  at  this  time 
af  all  your  wants.  Would  you  have  them  all  fupplted 
at  once  ?  Then  come  and  embrace  a  crucified  Jefus  in 
the  arms  of  faith,  and  he  will  fully  anfwer  them  all. 
Would  you  have  all  your  five  fenfcs  fati&fied  at  once  ? 
Behold  Chrift  invites  you  to  come  to  him  to  get  it  done. 
Would  you  have  the  lenfe  of  feeing  fatisfied  ?  Then 
he  fays  to  you,  "Look  to  me,  and  be  ye  faved.  Be- 
hold me,  behold  me  !  Behold  king  Solomon  with  the 
crown  on  his  head  !"  Would  you  have  the  fenfe  of 
hearings  fatisfied  ?  Then,  faith  he,  *Mncline  thine  ear; 
hearken  to  me  ;  give  ear  to  my  voice."  Would  you 
have  the  fenfe  of  tailing  fatisfied  ?  He  faith,  "  O  tafte 
and  fee  that  God  is  good."  Would  you  have  the  fe^nfe 
of  touching  fatisfied  ?  He  faith,  "  Reach  hither  thy 
hand,  thruft  it  into  my  fide,  feel  the  wounds  made  by 
the  fpear  and  the  nails."  Would  you  have  the  fenfe 
of  fmelling  fatisfied  ?  Come  then  to  Chrid,  whofe 
"  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  j"  and  whofe  *'  gar- 
ments fmcU  of  alpes,  myrrh,  and  cafEa."  Come  here, 
and  get  all  your  fpiritual  fenfes  fatisfied  at  Chrid's  full 
feaft. 

OhjeEi^  But  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  among  thefe  in- 
vited guefts  that  Chriit  will  make  welcome.  Anf. 
Have  you  any  of  the  fcripture-charafters  of  thofe  that 
Chrift  invites  ?  Are  you  among  his  friends  ?  Do  you 
wi(h  welf  to  his  caiife  and  intcreft  ?  Then  Chrift  faith 
to  you,  **  Eat,  O  friends,"  Cant^  v.  i.  Is  your  heart 
ppen  to  Chriil's  ofiers,  and  willing;  to  accept  him  in  all 
his  ofiices  ?  Then  he  faith  to  fuch,  he  "  will  come  in 
and  fup  with  them,  Rev.  iii.  ^o.  Doth  your  heart  love 
Tiim  ?  Then  he  faith,  He  "  will  manifetl  himfelf"  to 
fuch,  John  xiv.  2i.  Are  you  poor  and  needy  ?  Then 
he  faith,  "  The  needy  (hall  not  be  forgotten,"  Pfal.  ix. 
iB.  Do  you  fee  yourfclf  a  loft  finner  I  Then  he  faith, 
jie  is  <<  eome  to  feck  and  call  fuch,"  Luke  xix.   lo. 

Mat. 


Mat.  ur»  13.  Do  you  £eel  fin  to  be  t  haaivy  Ixordcn  ^ 
Then  he  Inds  the  ^  :hetv jr  iaden  come  oo  hi»u"  Mat.  4a:» 
28.  Are  70U  fickf  and  much  diftrefilxl  ?  Then  Ghrift 
chufes  to  etitertstin  and  oonvcrfe  with  fuch»  Mafth.  ik. 
1 2«  Do  you  hunger  and  thtrft  for  Chrtft  ?  He  £itdi^ 
*^  He  fills  the  hungry  wkh  good  thtngs,"  Luke  >L  53^ 
Are  you  fenftble  of  backflidings  ?  He  nmtes  fudh  to 
come  to  him,  Jer.  iii*  14.  Are  you  defirous  to  pot  oa 
the  wedding  garment  of  imputed  righteoufoefs  ?  'l^ctt^ 
to  be  fure,  you. (hall  nekher  be  eKecludod  nor  negle^^ 
cd.  Do  you  eameftly  foek  for  bis  holy  Spirit  ?  He  a£- 
fures  you  he  is  more  willing  to  give  the  Spiiit  Ko  tkem 
that  aik  it^  than  loving  parents  are  to  give  bread  td 
their  hungry  children.  What  is  mens  oosipaffioa  to 
their  children  in  comparifon  of  Chrift's  to  &is  ?  WeH^ 
then,  you  may  reft  on  Chrift's  word  ;  for  he  is  not 
more  fre£  in  making  promlfes,  than  faithful  intnaking 
them  good.  Hs  is  a  G^od  that  keeps  <:ovenant  to  a 
thouf^nd  generations*  Venture  then  upon  his  word^ 
and  come  to  his  taUe  wich  hope  and  ex.pe£lation  to  get 
all  your  wants  fupplied. 

Let  me  again  a^  you,  as  God  did  Elijahi  What  doit 
4hou  here,  communicant  \  Can  you  fay^  that  you  are 
come  to  get  a  heart-ai}e<^ing  (igfat  of  the  blood  and 
*  wounds  of  the  gkirious  Redeemer,  fo  as  you  may  Jove 
Chrift,  and  hate  fin  more  than  ever  !  That  is  a  good 
errand^  and  what  God  will  furely  approve*  Come, 
then»  draw  near,  as  it  were,  to  die  foot  of  the  cs:ofa, 
and  take  a  narro^v  and  clofe  view  of  his  wounds^  and 
of  the  blood  that  ftreams  from  them.  Obferve  how 
fail  the  blood  runs  down  from  his  hands  to  the  ground^ 
failer  than  ever  tears  ran  down  from  your  eyes  for  fini 
that  caufed  the  fliedding  of  his  blood  !  Chirift  is  not 
fparing  of  his  blood  for  you,  however  fparing  you  be  of 
your  tears  for  him.  Draw  yet  nearer,  and  lay  your  ear 
to  his  wounds,  efpecially  his  five  big  wounds  in  his 
hands,  feet,  and  fide  ;  which,  like  fo  many  mouths,  artf 
wide  opened  to  fpeak  to  believing  communicants.  Lift^ 
en  and  hear  what  they  fay  :  What  is  the  language  of 
the  two  wounds  in  his  hands  ?  "  Come  to  me,  and  caft. 
yx>ur  guilty  foul  into  my  bleeding  out-ftretched  arms,*^ 

and 


^xA  Kt  fav6  fou  fromr  the  fwtwd  of  julliee*  Lay  your 
ear  to*  the  two  wounds  in  Uifr  feet,  and  hear  what  they 
fey<  *♦  Run  la  me,  and  caft  )»<Mirfelf  down  at  my  feet/ 
and  ril  protedt  you  from  the  avenger  of  blood.  Heark-, 
en  to  the  deep  wound  in  his  (ide,  faying,  **  Fiec  to 
me,  O  trembling  dove,  and  Pll  (helti^^  thee  in  this 
cleft  of  the  Rock  :■*  Thou  haitmjw  firc«  accefs  to  the 
Ark,  behold  the  window  opened  in  the  fide  of  it ;  look 
in  at  it,  and  fee  my  heart  burning  with  love-:  Yea^ 
thruft  in  thy  hand*  to  my  fide  (unbelieving  Thomas) 
and  feel  my  bleeding  heart,  how  warm  it  is  to  yoU| 
and  be  no  more  faithlefa,  hat  believing." 

O  communicant,  can  you.'comc  to  the  footof  Chrift's 
crofs,  and  fee  his  wounds,  and  hear  fuch  language,  and 
your  hearts  not  be  affcfted.  with  love  to  Chrill,  and 
hatrod  to  fin  ?  Can.  you.behold  Chrill  thus  cruelly  ufed, 
nailed  to  the  tree,  bleeding  and  dying  in  your  room  > 
Can  you  fee  the  heavens  turning  black,  the  fun  draw- 
ing, in  its  head,  the  earth  quaking,  and  the  rocks  rend- 
ing at  the  fufferit^  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  your  heart 
not  quake  for  fin',  that  awakened  the  fword  of  julticc 
againft  him  as  our  Surety.  O  what  caufc  have  you  to. 
be  a(hamed  of  the  hardnefe  and  unc^oncernednefs  of 
your  heart  at  fuch  a  fight,  and  to  cry  to  God  that  the 
heart  of  ftone  may  be  changed  into  en  heart  of  flefli, 
and  that  the  fire  of  Chrift's  love  may  defccnd,  and. 
kindle  fuch  a  flame  in  your  foul,'  ^s  may  melt  your 
frozen  affe(9tions,  and  confume  the  ftubble  of  your  lulls ' 
and  corruptions.  Of  old  the  Lord  ufcd  to  anfwer  his 
peoples  prayers  and  facrifices,  by  fire  from  heaven  2 
Pray  that  he  may  anfwer  your's  in  like  manner,  by 
kindling  a  holy  fire  in  your  foul,  as  he  did  in  the  heart* 
of  the  two  difciplcs  going  to  Emmaus  ;  even  a  twofold 
fire,  to  wit,  a  fire  of  love  to  Chrift,  and  a  fire  of  indig- 
nation againft.  fin.  O  love  the  Lord  Jefus  as  your 
treafure  and  portion  ;  let  your  thoughts  be  mainly  up-* 
on  him,  and  your  fouls  breathing  after  him.  Be  much 
concerned  for  his  intcreft  and  caufe,  andfor  thefpread- 
iitg  of  his  kingdom  and  glory.in  the  w^rld.  And  be 
looking  out,  and  longing  for  the  full  and  perfefl:  en- 
joyment of  him.     Like  wife  keep  up  a  ftrong  averfion 

to 
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to  fin«  and  to  what  is  oppofite  to  Chrift,  and  ii^ariousL 
to  his  intereft  and  kingdom  ;  look  always  upon  fin  as 
the  grand  enemy  and  murderer  of  Chriftj  and  there-? 
fore  do  not  fpare  it. 


ADVICE     XVIII. 

From  John  v.  6.     Jefus  faith  unto  himy  Wilt  thou  be  made 
•  whole  ? 

THIS  miraculous  healing  pool  of  Bcthefda,  at  which 
the  impotent  man  had  lien  thirty  eight  years,  was  a 
type  of  the  Meffiah,  and  the  fountain  of  his  blood  o- 
pencd  and  fet  forth  in  gofpeL ordinances,  for  healing 
all  our  fpiritual  difeafes.  And  Ch rift's 'method  of  heal- 
ing this  man  teaches  us,  that  if  wc  would  be  healed,  we 
muft  be  willing  to  wait  at  the  pool  of  ordinances,  till 
the  Spirit  come  to  ftir  the  waters,  apply  the  blood,  and 
efFeft  the  cure.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  we  muft  be 
fenCble  of  our  difeafe,  and  look  up  to  Chrift,  our  great 
Phyfici^n,  with  earneft  defires  for  healing.  This  is  im- 
ported in  Chrift's  qucftion, "  Wilt  thou  be  made  whole?'* 

O  communicants,  you  are  difeafed  by  fin,  and  the 
plagues  of  your  hearts ;  thcfc  have  blafted  the  primi-. 
tive  beauty  of  the  foul,  and  brought  on  it  a  ghaftly  de- 
formity, with  much  pain  and  weakncfs.  Yourdifeafes 
are  manifold  :  Atheiftical  thoughts,  mifbelief,  and  igno- 
rance of  God's  truths,  are  woful  plagues  ;  hardnefs  of 
heart,  and  carthly-mindedncfs,  formality,  and  heart- 
wanderings  in  duty,  trufting  to  your  own  righteouf- 
nefs,  ingratitude,  and  backflidings  from  God  ;  thefe  are 
difeafes  you  ought  all  to  be  fenfiblc  of,  God  would  have 
*^  every  man  to  know  the  plague  of  his  own  heart.'* 
I  Kings  viii.  38.  in  order  to  his  being  made  whole. 
Thefe  are  the  fick  that  Chrift  is  readf  to  come  to  heal. 
Mat.  ix.  1 2.  Chrift  firft  makes  men  fick  and  fenfible, 
before  he  makes  them  whole.  Have  you  then  any. 
acquaintance  with  this  healthful,  preparatory  ficknefs  ? 
Have  you  been  made  fcnfible  of  the  dangerous  nature 

of 
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of  ypwr  difo^Ci  and  thoiaghtful  zni  iblkitous  about  the 
liTue  of  it  ?  H>ve  you  been  made  to  groan  and  moan 
Wder  the  b^^rden  of  your  difeafe,  faying,  **  I  am  trou- 
bled an4  bowed  down  greatly,  I  go  mourning  all  the 
day  long  ?"  Hare  you  feen  there  is  no  healing  in  your* 
Oelve^i  or  in  your  convi^ionsi  prayers,  tears,  or  r.for- 
m^tioQs  ?  and  thai;  it  ia  only  in  Cfarift,  wbp  hath  an  in« 
Spite  fulnef^  of  roerit  and  Spirit  to  fuit  your  defperate 
maWy  ?  Arc  you  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  piiyfician'a 
prcfcription*  for  healing  ?  Be  the  pill  or  potion  ncjrer 
fp  biti^r,  you  will  fwaJlow  it ;,  Is  ii;  your  cry,  **  Lord* 
what  wilt  thou  ha^e  inc  Xp  do  /"  Tbe(e  are  tokens  of  a 
right  preparatory  fickn^fs.  May  jtbe  holy  Spirit  work 
them  in  you. 

Th^  great  meritorious  mcan^  of  your  hc\Ung,  is  the 
Wood  ,,or^efu8  Chrift,  which  1$  fet  before  you  in  ih» 
f^Qramenti  for  you  to  look  to  and  appl^  by  faith*  A? 
the  tfV^elkes  were  cio^de  fenfible  of  tneir  fting^  b^fo/re 
they  looked  tp  the  brazen  ierpent  for  healing  \  fo  muft 
ye  ip  order  to  your  pricing  of  Chrift^  and  looking  to 
his  blood  foir  iMcaling  your  fpiritual  plagues*  Now  th^ 
fountain  19  opeUf  and  the  )iealing  dreams  run  freely  on 
both  fides  of  the  table  :  Come  then,  with  a  feeliogof 
your  diiea£s8|  and  bathe  i^  tliem  for  curing  your  hard 
heart*,  your  blind  eyes,  your  weak  hands,  your  feeble 
knees,  your  lame  fe?t,  and  coW^affeQions.  O  impo- 
tent mWi  are  ypu  lyij^g  at  the  fide  of  the  pool  w^ile 
the  waters  are  ftirring  ?  Have  you  no  ftrengtb  to  move 
forw;)rd,  and  is  there  none  to  put  you  in  !  O  th«n  look 
up  to  Chrifti  that  healed  the  impotent  man  after  many 
years  waiting  \  look  to  him  by  faith,  as  he  calls  you, 
Ifa.  xlv,  ;t?.  •*  Iiook  vnto  me,  and  be  ye  favedi  all  the 
cnd$  of  the  c^rtb/'  As  I  offer  myfelf  to  every  difcafed 
foul  ip  particular,  a^  well  as  to  all  in  general^  fp  Itt 
every  foul  embrace  me  as  his  Saviour,  and  apply  my 
Wood  to  his  particular  difeafes.  Faith  is  a  healing 
grace,  not  only  its  torches,  but  its  very  look?,  are  heaH 


ing;  hence  Cbrift  faid  to  feverals  who  were  heale4v 
"Thy  fi^ith  hath  made  thee  whole,'*  O  fee  tbco  if 
you  have  got  this  healing  faith. 

.  Vol..  III.  Z^  ^¥- 
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'^tfi.  How  may  I  know  if  my  faitli  be  of  this  kind  ? 
Anf,  A  healing  faith  will  make  the  foul  heartily  ap- 
prove the  gofpcl- method  of  falvation,  embrace  God's 
teftimony,  and  clofc  with  his  gofpel-offer  in  all  refpefts. 
And  it  hath  in  it  an  appropriating  truftand  confidence 
in  the  merit  and  virtue  of  Chrift's  blood,  offered  to  the 
finner,  in  particular,  for  his  pardon  and  healing  %  which 
makes  hiip  reft  upon  Chrift  .as  his  Saviour,  and  vcn- 
jture  his  foul  and  falvation  upori  his  merits  and  prpmifc. 
In  this  healing  faith  of  a  difeafed  finnef,  there  is  a  par- 
ticular acceptance  of,  and  confidence  in  a  crucified 
Chrift,  correfponding  to  that  ftee  gofpel-offer  which  he 
makes  of  himfelf  to  the  diftrefftd  foul.      This  faith 
l)rings  him  to  a  fixed  refolution  to  ly  at  the  Piiyfician's 
door,  and  depend  upon  him  alone  for  healing.     And  it 
makes  him  cafl  open  all  the  doors  and  rooms  of  hist 
foul,  to  reccite  and  entertain  this  Phyfician.     Now,  O 
poor  impotent  fouf,  if  there  be  fuch  a  faith  as  this, 
wrought  in  thee,  then  thy  faith  in  Ghrift  makes  thee 
whole.     The  healing  balm  is  applied,  the  cure  begun^  \ 
and  ftall  fhortly  be  perfefted.     "Be  of  good  chcer^ 
thy  fins  are  forgiveki  thee  ;  Jefus  Chtift  maketh  thee 
whole." 

It  concerns  you  alfo,  to  try  if  the  happy  fruits  and 
effe£ts  of  thijs  healing  faith  appear  in  you,  whereby  you 
may  conclude,  that  the  flrength  of  your  difeafe  is  brok« 
'  en,  by  viitue  of  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  and  that  you  have 
got  it  applied  for  curing  your  heart- atheifm,  hardnefs, 
unbelief,  pride,  carnality,  and  particularfy  your  weak- 
nefs  of  hands,  and  feeblenefs  of  knees :  So  that,  though 
formerly  they  were  fo  weak  and  feeble,  that  you  could 
not  lift  up  the  one,  nor  bow  down  the  other  in  prayer, 
with  any  fervency  and  liyelinefs ;  yet  now  it  is  other- 
wife:  Then  this  is  a  good  token  the  ftrength  of  the 
difeafe  is  broken,  Chrilt  has  taken  you  into  his  hofpitali 
and  has  you  under  cure,  by  the  daily  application  of  his 
blood  and  Spirit,  and  vou  are  on  the  way  of  recovery. 
Can  you  fay  further,  that  your  drought  is  greatly  abau 
ed,  your  thirfl  after  fin  and  the  wond ;  and  that  your 
appetite  for  foul-food,  communion  with  Chrift  in  ordi- 
hance^y  is  happily  increafed  ?   Can  you  bear  the  light 

bct(cr 
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better  than  before  i   Do  you  love  fesurching-ferpions  ? 

All  thefe  are  good  figns.     Have  you  a  high  efteem  of 

your  Phyfician,  and  do  you  entertain  liim  kindly  when 

he  vifits  you  ?   Have  you  recovered  more  (trength  .and  \ 

williifigners  to  ferve  him  in  the  way  of  commanded 

duties  ?  And  have  you  a  holy  feat  and  jealoufy  of  every 

thing  that  might  bring  on  a  relapfe  into  your  old  dif^ 

tempers  ?  Then  there  is  ^*  good  hopci  dirough  grace/' 

that  your  faith  is  a  healing  faith^  the  work  of  healing 

is  begun,  and  fo  far  carried  on.     Chrift  is  our  Rock^ 

and  his  work  is  perfe£):.  , 

,    O  then  fiudy  to  be  thankful  to  your  great  Phyfician^ 

laying,  "  What  (hall  1  render  unco  the  Lord  for  all  his 

benefits  towards  me  ?  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and 

forget  not  all  his  benefits  :    Who  forgiveth  ail  thine 

.iniquities,  healeth  ail  thy  difeafes^  and  redeemeth  thy 

foul  from  deftrudtion  \  who  reneweth  thy  youth  like 

the  eagles,  maketh  thee  run  and  not  weary,  walk  and 

not  faint.     Bleiled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 

Jefus  Chrift,  who,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy, 

hath  begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  refur-i 

rediion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance^ 

incorruptible  and  undefiiei;!,  and  that  fadeth  not  away, 

referved  in  heaven  for  us»"     Then  the  cure  (hall  be 

fully  perft£ted,  and  we  fhall  d.well  always  befide  our 

Phyfician,  and  enjoy  perfe£l  and  uninterrupted  health 

for  ever  and  ever.      Exprefs  your  chaiikfulnefe  while 

you  are  here,  by  being  witneiTcs  for  Chrift,  ihining  as 

lights  before  others,  commending  Chrift  and  his  ways 

to  them,  hating  all  fin,  abftaimng  irom  it  ^  reproving 

fln  in  others,  and  tcftifying  againii;  it.      Be  meek  and 

lowly  in  your  carriage  ;  deal  uprightly  with  all  men  \ 

love  all  that  bear  Chrift^s  image  ^  be  zealous  for  family* 

religion,  for  fan^lifying  the  iabbath»and  attending  God's 

ordinances.     Pray  earneftly  foir  the  coming  of  Chrift*^ 

kingdom  upon  the  earthy  and  do  ail  you  can  to  pro- 

moti:  it4 

Watch  and  pray  againft  b^ckflidings  and  relapfes  in^ 

to  old  diftempers,  and  for  that  end  be  .humble  and  feifi 

diffident,  be  denied  to  your  own  firength  and  condu£ti 

and  be  always  jealous  of  your  corrupt  and  deceitfu 

3  K  a  hearts* 
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u\yt  by  fsitth  upon  (he  Son  of  Odd)*  )o6k^ 
[>th  for  right«oufneft  and  flfen^h.  And 
.^iatc  infiifOn€d  with  enemtfs,  "  put  on  the 
Dibhole  armour  df  God^  that  ye  may  be  able  to  ftand  »«* 
gainft  the  wiles  of  the  devil/'  It  is  not  the  armour  of 
your  own  refolutions^  it  is  the  armour  of  God,  eten 
the  graces  of  the  Spirit  \  it  is  not  fonf>e  graceii  otf 
parts  of  that  armour,  it  is  the  whole  atdooufi  att  the 
Chriftian  graces.  It  is  not  enough  to  have  the  armouf 
in  the  houfe,  or  grsce  in  the  habit )  no^  it  muft  be  pot 
on,  daily  worn,  and  exercifed.  God  hath  protided  dif- 
ferent pieces  of  armour  for  you,  the  fword  of  the  Spirit, 
the  (hield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of  hope,  the  breaft-plattf 
of  tighteotifncfs ;  but  there  is  nothing  for  the  baekf 
for  God  (lifowns  runaways,  Heb<  x.  38.  **  If  any  naafi 
draw  back,"  &c* 


ADVICE    XIX. 

From  £xod.  xii.  14.     AndtbisJayJhallbeunt^ywf^a 
metnorigL 

AS  the  paflbter  feaft  was  a  memorial  both  of  the 
deliverance  from  Egypt,  and  the  redemption  by  Chrift  ; 
fo  a  communion  fab^atb  is  a  memorial  of  ftindrv  re- 
R^arkable '  things,  and  ought  to  be  held  as  a  moft  me' - 
morable  day  by  er cry  belicrcr ;  as  \t  brings  to  our  re- 
itiembrance  the  grcateft  events  and  Bkfitngs. 

I.  A  communion-fabbath  ts  a  litely  memorial  of 
Chrifl's  death,  for  the  facrament  admintftered  that  day, 
by  breaking  of  bread  and  pouring  out  of  wine,  is  a  vifi- 
ble  reprcfenfation  of  Chrift *s  death,  by  the  breaking  of 
Chrid's  body,  and  pouring  forth  his  blood  on  the  crofs  ; 
an  event  which  God  will  have  remembered  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  and  through  all  eternity.  Why  ?  becaufe 
by  it  God's  perfcftions  are  highly  glorified,  and  the 
tXtGt  world  redeemed  from  hell*  Chrid  did  jnflitute 
the  ordinance  to  be  a  (landing  monument  of  his  death 
while  the  world  (lands,  i  Cor.  xi.  26.  "  As  often  as  ye 
eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  (hew  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come."  And  a  nrMmumcnt  of  the  won- 
derful love  of  God  in  giving  liis  Son|  and  of  the  Son 

in 
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in  gtting  himfelf)  to  be  a  facrifice  for  6ur  fins,  who 
weie  utterly  unworthy  of  hi$  Idve.  By^hts  memorul 
God  would  teach  us  the  inefttmable  value  of  Chrift*s 
death,  aft  the  grcateft  obligation  th^t  ever  be  put  upon 
the  world  \  and  that  we  ought  to  declare  our  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  favouri  in  the  moft  open  and  prublte 
manner  \  and  rely  upon  Chrift'a  death  and  fAcriScc,  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  hopt^s  of  pardon  and  falva- 
tkm.  The  death  of  Jcfus  Chrift  is  Ihc  mod  worthy 
fuhje£k  of  the  difcourfe  and  pratle  both  of  the  redeem* 
ed  on  earth,  and  the  glorified  ;n  heaven;  according  t<s 
Rev.  i.  5.— rv.  9«  12.  Htrke  it  was,  thitt  Mofesand 
EliaSy  when  they  came  from  heaven  to  moum  Tabor»  to 
wait  upon  theif  Lord  when  transfigured^  they  made 
choice  of  Chriil^a  death  for  the  fubj^£b  of  their  con* 
vcrfation,  Luke  i&.  31.  and  good  -  refifon,  for  Chrift's 
dieath  was  the  fpring  and  caufe  of  all  their  glory  in  bea- 
vers I  neither  Mofcs  nor  Eliaa  had  (hined  there^  if  it 
hwi  not  been  for  ChriiVs  death.  > 

2«  A  communion^  fabbath  \t  a  fpccial  memorlar to  us 
of  Chf ift'a  refurreftien  from  the  grave,  which  was  oil 
the  fittft  day  of  the  week^  and  hence  called  the  Lord's 
dayi  it  being  the  moft  honourable  day  to  our  liord 
Redeemer^  and  the  itioit  joyful  day  to  all  the  redeem^ 
ed ;  as  it  gave  a  clear  proof  of  the  perfe£kion  of  Chrift^f 
facrffice  he  offered  to  divine  juftice,  and  that  oulf  Sure- 
ty's fatisfadton  was  accepted  for  our  complete  juftifica^ 
tion  ^xtA  abfolution*  Hereby  it  appeased  that  the  eie£t'9 
debt  was  difchargedy  their  redemption  finished;  and 
their  Cautioner  liberated  from  prifon«  This  day  Chrift 
was  ^*  declared  to  be  the.  Son  of  God  with  power."  As 
bis  death  did  (hew  him  to  be  truly  man,  io  his  refur- 
redion  did  manifeft  him  to  be  truly  God  and  the  great 
Redeemer  of  the  worUI*  This  "was  the  day  of  Ctnift'» 
Tx£tory  and  trium|>h^  in  which  he  folemnly  appeared  to 
be  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  and  obtained  a  glori-* 
Otts  vidory  over  all  his  and  the  church's  enemies.  Thia 
day  he  triumphed  over  the  grave,  death  aiid  hell,  and 
over  fin>  fatan,  and  wicked  men.  Now  death  wa«  un** 
ftinged>  the  grave  loll  its  purchafe,  the  fcrpesit^i  head 
wa$  bruifed>  the  powers  of  hell  ramquiflicd,  and  tkey 

wei:e 
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were  all  fwallowed  up  in  vi£l:ory.  Likewife  Chrift,  by 
his  refurreftion,  as  the  Head  of  the  church,  gave  to 
all  the  numbers  of  his  body  a  fure  pledge  and  earned 
of  their  refurredion  from  the  grave  at  the  laft  day^  to 
immortality  and  eternal  life.  And  oji  this  day' he  reft^ 
ed  from  all  his  works  of  fuffering  and-redemption,  and 
rejoiced  in  the  review  of  them  with  infinite  delight 
^nd  complacency.  Now,  a  communion  fabbath  is  a 
bright  memorial  of  this  glorious  day,  which  is  to  be 
had  in  eveilafting  remembrance. .  O  believer^  remem- 
ber it  with  thankfulnefs  and  jpy. 

3.  This  day  is  a  memorial  of  your  fpiritual  refur^ 
region  and  new  birth,  as  it  declares  your  reception  into 
God's  family,  and  feals  your  title  to  the  privileges  of 
his  children,  that  you  are  born  **  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Chriil,"  of  the  heavenly  inheritance. 
And  though  the  Lord's  fupper  be  not  a  converting  or- 
dinance in  its  own  nature  \  yet  the  preaching  of  a  cru- 
cified Chrift  this  day,  has  been  the  means  of  converting 
many  thoufands,  and,  > in  many  others,  of  beginning 
the  pangs  and  forerunners  of  the  new  birth,  to  wit| 
faving  convidions  of  fin,  and  enquiries  after  Chrift» 
and  falvation  through  him,  which  have  ended  in  their 
convcrfion.  O  pray  that  it  may  be  fuch  a  day  to  you 
and  many  others. 

4.  This  day  is  a  memorial  of  your  marriage* day  \ 
becaufe  on  it  you  enter  into  or  renew  your  marriage- 
covenant  with  Chrift  the  Bridegroom  of  the  church^ 
Minifters,  by  the  gofpel-ofFers,  court  your  fouls  to 
Chrift,  faying,  as  thofe  did  to  Rebekah,  Gen.  xzlv.  58^ 
•*  Will  you  go  with  the  Man  Chrift  i  On  the  commu- 
nion-day, you  folemnly  give  your  anfwer,  as  ftie  did, 
»i  Wc  wUl  go  i"'and  at  the  Lord's  table  you  feal  your 
engagement  to  him.  Likewife  this  day  is  a  memori«l 
of  the  confummation  of  your  marriage  with  Chrift  at 
the  great  day,  when  he  wiil  corne  to  receive  home  his , 
efpoufed  bride,  and  conduct  her  to  the  King's  palace 
with  joy  and  triumph.  O  prepare  and  long  for  that 
day-> 

« .  5.  The  communion-fabbath  is  a  memorial  of  your 
crucifying  fin- which  was  the  caufe  of  your  Kedcemer's 

death. 
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death.  At  this  .ordinance*  you  draw  virtue  from  the 
death  of  Chrift,  to  kill  fin  and  mortify  ftrong  lufts. 
Many  wreftling  believers  have  been  enabled,  at  this  oc- 
cafion,  to  give  a  death's  wound  to  thofe  lulls  and  idols 
they^had  been  long  (iruggling  againft  before.  Refolve,' 
then,  in  Chrift^s  ftrength,  that  fin  (hall  not  out-live  this 
"day  ;  it  is  moft  juft  to  revenge  the  death  of  Chrift  up- 
on It. 

6.  A  communion- fabbath  is  a  memorial  of  Chri(l*s 
conqueft  and  coronation :  For  on  t'iis  day  Chrift  frc» 
qucntly  receives  the  fruit  and  reward  of  the  travail  of 
his'foiil  aYid  his  bitter  agonies,  by  overcoming. hearts, 
depofing  fatan  from  his  throne,  and  delivering  fouls 
from  his  thraldom,  and  tranflating  them  into  his  own 
kingJom.  And,  at  this  occaGon,  all  worthy  comma- 
nicants  do,  as  it  were,  put  a  crown  of  glory  and  ho-- 
nour  upon  Chrift's  head,  by  renouncing  fin,  fatan,  and 
all  that  had  cxercifed  dominion  over  them  before,  and 
giving  their  full  and  hearty  confent  that  Chrift  alone 
Siall  reign  over  them  for  them.  Chrift  is  fo  delighted 
with  this,  that  he  efteems  it  as  his  coronation- day,' 
Cant.  iii.  ii.  O  come,  then,  ^and  yield  your  hearts 
to  Chrift,  and  pray  that  the  communion-day  may  be  a 
day  of  his  coronation  and  conqueft,  when  finners  fliall 
give  their  free  and  willing  confent  to  the  dethroning  of 
fatan,  and  enthroning  of  King  Jefus ;  come  under 
Chrift's  fceptre  and  government,  and  abandon  all  his 
enemies  ;  for  he  hath  beft  right  to  the  throne,  and  (he 
jufteft  title  to  reign  over  you* 

7.  A  communion  fabbath  is  a  lively  memorial  and 
emblem  of  the  everlaftiqg  fabbath  s^bove,  and  the  hea* 
venly  feaft  there  that  (hall  never  end,  which  Chrjft  hath 
purchafed  and  promifcd  to  his  people.  Why  ?  becaufc 
on  a  communion*  fabbath  here,  thdre  is  an  aflembiing 
of  God's  people  to  give  thanks  for  redeeming  love,  and 
to  feed  upon  Chrift  and  his  purchafe,  with  fatiafa^lion 
and  fongs  of  praife.  In  like  manner,  in  the  heavenly 
iabbath,  there  will  be  a  great  gathering  of  all  the  faints 
through  all  the  world,  to  admire  and  praife  God  for  re- 
deeming  goodnefs;  and  to  fit  down  and  feaft  with  Chrift 
fpr  ever,  upon  the  benefits  of  his  purchafe.     O  how 

great 
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^rot  U  die  pk ntyt  variety,  the  fulncfs  of  provifion  and 
fatisfa^lion,  whi^h  i$  *t  the  upper- table  !  there  they  feed 
upon  eternal  redemption  from  hell  and  wnuh,  perfcQ: 
freedom  from  fin  and  fatan,  and  from  all /afilldions  and 
compJai»t8.  Thijy  feed  upon  the  glpriou3  preifence  of 
God  in  human  nature,  the  conftant  ftinin^a  of  \v» 
face,  ^nd  intimations  of  his  love  s  the  bright  difcoverica 
of  the  works  of  God  in  creation  and  providence^ 
and  efpcciatly  in  the  redemption  of  men  bj  Chriil. 
And,  in  this  fcftival,  they  have  perfcQ  fatisfa^ion, 
joined  ^ith  eternal  long?  Pf  praife.  But,  O  how  far 
will  th«  commuoion-i^>bath  above  exoel  thofe  we  have 
here  b^low  !  Here  we  are  oft  put  to  mix  our  pjaife^ 
with  mourning  and  tear$,  becauic  of  fin  prevailing,  or 
the  Spirit  withdrawing.  Here  Ji^dafes,  and  unworthy 
guefts,  rhruft  in  among  the  difciples ;  but  at  the  higher* 
table  jhere  '^  no  fucb  mfxture,  all  is  pure  and  noly, 
and  there  is  nought  to  allay  their  joy.  Here  our  com- 
munion'fabbaths  are  foon  over,  and  have  nights,  week- 
days, and  trials  to  fuecccd  th^m  j  but  the  communion* 
febbath  above,  the  fcaft,  mufic  and  aflernbly,  are  ever- 
lafting,  without  interruption  or  une^fincfs  of  any  fort. 
Q  then  improve  th^fe  (bort  fabbaih^,  a$  memorials  and 
meattsto  prepare  you  for  this  everlafting  fabbath  \  aqd^ 
in  all  ordinanyce^  here,  keep  your  eye  upon  the  heaven- 
lyjfeftival 
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rirotn  Jer#  iiif  19.    H^wjhail  I  put  thee  amenf  the  chilf 
Jren  i     Tboujbfi/t  ettfl  me^  My  father. 

THOUGH  there  be  great  liiount^ins  of  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  finners  fajvation,  yet  God,  in  hie  free 
niercy,  hath  found  out  an  expedient  to  get  over  them  \ 
even  by  making  choice  of  God  as  our  Cod  and  Father 
in  Chrift.  That  yow  may  admfre  his  grace  the  more, 
t;>Hc  »  view  of  the  difhtultiea  that  Jy  in  tfie  way»    God 

might 
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knight  fay,  ^*  How  (hall  I  put  thee  among  the  chiU 
drcn"  of  my  family,  who  are  the  oflFspring  of  apoftate 
and  rebellious  parents,  who  ungratefully  departed  from 
God  v(.ithout  any  provocation,  fold  thsmfelver  to  the 
devil  to  do  his  druid^ery,  and  rebelled  againft  a  moft 
gracious  God,  and  loving  Father  ?  And  how  (hall  I 
put  you,  that  have  finned  after  the  fimilitude  of  A- 
dam,  among  mv  children  ?  How  (hall  I  be  reconciled 
to  fuch  treacherous  dealers }  Again,  he  might  fay^ 
"  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children,**  who  arc 
condemned  rebels  in  the  hands  of  my  infinite  jufticc, 
and  whom  I  am  engaged  by  my  truth  to  deftroy,  hav- 
ing faid,  «*  The  foul  that  finncth  (hall  die  ?'»  Here  is 
a  burning  mountain  of  juftice  in  the  way  of  your  fal- 
vation ;  how  (hall  mercy  get  over  it  to  help  you  ? 
**  How  (hall.  I  put  you  among  my  children,"  whofe 
hearts  are  full  of  enmity  againft  againft  me,  and  have 
all  your  days  been  plotting  with  the  devil,  and  affifting 
him  to  fight  againft  me,  and  pull  the  crown  off  my 
head  ?  "  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children," 
who  are  fo  deformed,  polluted  and  loathfome  creatures, 
as  black  as  hell  can  make  you,  who  have  all  your  days 
been  wallowing  in  the  nfite,  and  drenched  in  the  pud- 
dle of  fin  ?  "  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children,'* 
who  have  been  all  your  days  Satan's  vaifals,  drudging  at 
his  work^  grinding  in  his  prifon,  and  ferving  divers  lufts 
and  pleafures  ?  **  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  niy  chiU 
dren,"  who  are  impotent  and  lame,  cannot  run  my 
errands,  nor  move  one  ftep  in  my  fervice,  nor  do  any 
thing  to  pleafe  or  glorify  me  ?  "  How  (hall  I  put.  you 
among  my  children,"  who  hate  my  children,  and  my 
image  in  them,  and  have  preferred  the  devil's  children 
to  mine  ?  **  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  children," 
that  hate  my  childrens  bread,  and  chufe  rather  to  feed 
on  hulks  with  the  fwine  ?  **  How  (hall  'I  put  you  a- 
mong  my  children,'-  that  never  liked  my  childrens 
work,  never  loved  prayer,  praife,  nor  any  fpintual  em- 
ployment ?  ^'  How  (hall  I  put  you  among  my  chil- 
dren," who  are  tinners  in  Zion,  have  fitten  many  years 
under  gofpel  pffers  and  calls  to  come  to  Chrift,  and 
have  (lighted  them  all|  and  bolted  the  door  againft  my 
Vol.  hi.  .    3  L  dear 
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Jear  Son,  and  quenched  th^  fr.o6cm%  of  my  Spirit  i* 
"  How  (hall  I  put  you  an^ong  my  child? en,''  who  hi«TP 
been  Co  impenitent  and  hird  hearth  dU  70U^  ()ayS|  98 
never  tg  drop  one  tew  for  any  of  all  the  olack  and  h^i- 
pons  fin*  you  have  pon^miticd  ^g^inft  «ic  ?  "  How 
jlhali  I  putyoM  among  my  children,"  vhp  hdYC  never 
kept  one  word  tp  me,  but  have  broke  all  your  b^ptiftnal 
engagement*,  and  gone  over  to  the  devil's  Ciunp^  ^o4 
'  harbourrd  my  enpv)i£s  ?  O  how  is  it  that  God  c;^|i 
con  e  over  thtfe  movntain€»  to  put  fuch  ae  you  among 
the  childrrn»  and  ^llpu  yoii  to  fit.dpwnat  th€childrcn$ 
table  and  eat  of  thejr  br^ad  ?  How  i*  this  confftoit 
with  the  honour  and  bolinefs  of  God  ? 

Bkfl^d  b^  CqA  who  bath  found  q^Jt  9  way  fpr  bis 
inercy4ipt  eome  over  aU  thi^fe  inount(|in<i>  by  providing  ^ 
Mediator  and  Sutety  to  fati^fy  juftio^  for  pur  fins»  and 
proclaiming  a  neir  covcnanti  that  wboToey^r  accepts  of 
the  Mtdiatori  and  peiake*  choice  of  God  a$  his  Cod 
gnd  Father  in  him,  Oiall  b«  taken  into  God's  familyi 
«nd  be  nucpbered  ampqg  his  qbildreni  optwithftanding 
of  ;ili  that  you  have  done  to  ftovckt  binfi  t^  ^^ft  yow  off. 
**  Thou  ftiajt  call- mc  my  Father"  Wpudfrful  ijon^ 
defcenfipi)!  that  he  (hould  allow  fucb  pfodigals  and 
runaways  at  all  to  fpeak  to  bunt  and  f^r  >nori{  that  be 
fliQuld  put  word#  in  tb^ir  montbsi  and  fuqb  kipdly 
urorda*  as  my  Father  \   h«^7\ng  %9Q^f& ! 

)f  ypu  would  mak^  ^his  addrefs  aright,  ^nd  tak$ 
bold  of  hi&  covenant*  fo  ^  you  may  be  taken  in  among 
the  children  of  God,  an4  allowed  to  ^ome  to  bis  tabli 
$(nd  e^t  of  their  bread  *,  you  nmft  be  truly  grieved  for 

Jour  lopg  rebelling  againft  your  heavenly  Father,  as4 
igbting  nisciers  of  merf^y  a.n4  pardon  through  Chrifti 
you  muft  be  deeply  humbled  before  binif  and  fall  ia 
with  tb^  gofpel-paetbed  of  ^cefs  to  Mx^i  by  a  Medi^ 
tor  I  you  9iuft  quit  all  dependeucc  pn  your  own  righr 
teoufnefi;,  and  br^ak  with  all  your  Father's  enemies ; 
ypu  niu^  niake  a  free  and  hearty  choice  of  'Qo4»  iis 
your  God  and  Father  in  Cbri(l,  felling  wbpUy  upon 
Cbrift's  medifition  and  righteoulnefs  for  apceptanpc 
mi)\  God  \  you  muft  makr  a  furiender  of  ^our(elvf% 
^nd  all  you  b^vcj  la  bi9n«  and  engage  m  Chrift'§ 

ftrepgth 
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ftf^ngtli  W  fefve  Wtti^  as  obcdTiciit  chiMren,  defirous  to 
pkafe  your  Fathet  in  all  thiiigs. 

O  come»  then^  efiter  into  covenant  with  (jtod.  and 
make  choice  of  hiiti  as  yout  fattier  in  Chrift  ;  (his  it 
the  only  expedi^iit  for  removing  the  di^culties  in  the 
way  of  your  fitlvatioii,  and  fOr  taking  you  into  God's 
family,  and  numbering  you  among  his  children  \  un« 
lefs  vou  fall  in  with  it,  yoii  can  have  no  right  to  the 
childrehs  bfead,  you  will  be  unworthy  communicants^ 
tnA,  eat  arid  drink  judgment  to  youtfelves.  O  then^ 
prevent  it,  by  entering  into  covenant  with  God,  that 
you  may  be  takdn  in  among  the  children.  0  young 
perfonsi  let  me  put  the  matttr  home  to  you/  as  Jo(htia 
did  to  the  Ifrslelitefi,  **  Chufe  yoCr  this  day  whom  you 
will  ferve  ?*'  Chufe  you  whom  \.-u  will  take  for  youf 
Father,  whether  God  or  the  devil !  Both  are  courting 
your  hearts ;  which  of  them  will  you  yield  to  f  Is  there 
any  fo  fdolilh  as  to  halt  berwixt  two  opinions  in  this 
cale  ?  Ifi  there  any  fo  mad  as  to  (land  ih  doubt  \^hethet 
to  dwell  with  Chrift  or  the  devil  for  ever  1  Now,  Mh 
ehael  and  his  angels,  and  the  dragon  &nd  his  angels^ 
are  ftruggling  for  your  hearts  ^  a  cunning  devil  is  hold- 
ing, 'and  a  dying  Saviour  is  drawing  *,  now  caft  the 
balance,  and  (hew  whicb  of  them  you  incline  to ;  The 
eyes  of  the  glorious  Trinity  are  on  you,  the  eyes  of  angels 
and  men  are  oti  yotr;  tor  tte  wbat  the  Mfae  will  be.  O 
then,  be  wife,  and  come  presently,  and  make  a  furren* 
iet  of  your  beans  to  Ood  ifi  Chrift.  Th^#  Is  no  mu*^ 
fie  fo  melodious  is  God's  earsf  ais  the  voice  of  young 
perfons  weeping  and  covenanting  with  God.  The  fca* 
Ion  of  youth  is  the  male  in  your  flock,  it  belongs  to 
God,  let  him  have  it^;  they  are  curfed  who  deny  it  to 
htm,  arid  referve  the  tdind  and  lame  to  God,  fush  as 
the  dregs  cf  old  age,  or  ficknefs,  Mai.  i.  7 

O  communicants,  fee  always  to  bring  Chrlfl  alongft 
with  you  in  your  covenanting  with  God  ;  never  think 
of  covenanting  witfv  him  but  by  facrlfice ;  bring  the 
facrifice  of  Clmft's  death  to  atone  for  the  breach  of 
the  firft  covenant,  and  'farii^  hi^  Suretyfhip  to  an(wer 
for  your  faithfttlnefs  in  the  fecond,  otberwife  you  can 
never  Call  God  your  Father,  nor  be  taken  In  among 
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his  children.  Remember  you  are  all  engaged  in  this 
covenant  by  your  parents  undertaking  for  you  in  bap* 
tifni ;  but  aflbon  as  you  are  capable^  God  will  have 
fou  to  renew  it  perfonally  and  explicitly,  and  to  come 
Tenfible  of  your"breaking  this  covenant,  in  running  a- 
way  from  Chrift  s  colours,  and  in  going  over  to  the 
devil's  camp;  and  deeply  fenfible  of  your  folly  in  de- 
laying and  (landing  out  fo  long  againft  Chrift's  gracious 
calls  and  free  offers.  O  come*  as  penitent  prodigalsi 
stnd  mourning  backfltderS)  with  your  faces  Zion-ward, 
weeping  as  ye  go,  willing  to  enter  into  God's  covenant, 
and  give  yourfelves  away  unto  the  (lOrd,  who  is  your 
rightful  owner.  Since  Chrift  comes  to  you  at  this  oc« 
ca(ion,  as  xnjlnams  of  bloody   it  is  furely  proper  that 

Iou  meet  him  with^reams  §/  tears  for  (in»  that  caufed 
is  blood  to  be  poured  forth  as  water ;  and  that  you 
come  prefently  to  an  open  rupture  with  all  his  epemies, 
and  particularly  with  vour  unbelief,  your  pride,  your 
paflion,  your  hypocrify,  and  o^her  fins  that  have  pierc- 
ed him.  Break  with  them  all,  and  come  to  him  witli^ 
the  apropriating  ad^s  of  faith,  faying,  **  My  Father, 
my  Lord,  and  my  God.'' 


ADVICE    XXI, 

From  Luk^  v.  a6.     They  glor^d  God^  foyi^gt  We  have 
feenjirange  things  tO'day^ 

THOSE  who  have  been  attending  ordinances, 
ought;  to  recoiled  what  they  have  been  feeing,  doing, 
and  hearing,  and  to  be  fuitably  affe£led  therewith. 
Self  examination  is  needful  after  communicating,  as 
well  as  before  it.  Had  you  the  eyes  of  faith  open  to 
fee  and  obferve  the  goings  of  our  Cod  and  King  in  his 
fan£luary ;  you  may  then  fay  on  the  evening  of  a  cbm- 
munion-fabbath,  *<  We  have  feen  ftrange  and  marvel- 
ious  things  to  day.**  You  have  feen  the  bloody  trage- 
dy of  Cbrul's  fufferings  reprefented  and  re-aded  \  Chrift 

with 
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with  garments  dipt  in  blood  fighting  a  bloody  battle  for 
us  ;  in  which  the  glory  of  the  divine  attributes  are  won- 
derfully difplayed  :  Behold  the  free  love  and  mercy  of 
God,  who  was  highly  offended  with  us,  yet  contriving 
our  redemption,  and  giving  the  Son  of  his  love  to  die 
for  us,  who  were  his  enemies ;  and  for  this  end  creaN 
ing  a  new  thing  in  the  earth,  the  incarnation  of  an  in« 
fini(;e  Perfon,  making  a  woman,  a  virgin,  to  be  mother  . 
of  him  that  created  her  !  God  incarnate  is  a  world's 
wonder,  Jer.  xxzi.  22.  A  ftrange  thing  !  The  8on 
of  God  confents  thus  to  humble  himfelf  and  die  for 
condemned  criminals ;  rather  than  he  would  fee  eletfc 
finners  plunged  into  the  botcomlefs  gulf  of  eternal  mi^* 
fery,  in  his  love  and  pity  he  would  put  himfelf  into  it 
to  keep  them  out !  Here  infinite  wifdom  difplayed  in 
finding  out  a  way  to  fatisfy  judice  in  puniQiing  fin.  fe« 
verely,  and  at  the  time  to  gratify  mercy  in  pardoning 
the  finner  freely  !  A  flrange  device  !  Jujiice  and  mercy 
are  reconciled,  and  kifs  one  another  in  man's  redemp- 
tion by  Chrifl's  death,  the  demands  of  both  are  anfwer- 
cd,  and  the  glory  of  both  equally  difcovered*  Here  is 
feen  the  feverity  of  juftice  and  fiercenefs  of  God's, 
.wrath  againft  fin,  in  not  (paring  his  innocent  Son 
when  he  became  our  Surety,  nor  abating  him  one  far* 
thing  of  the  debt !  Nay,  he  awaked  the  fword  of  juf- 
tice  againft  him,  and  poured  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath 
upon  him,  which  kindled  a  fire  in  his  foul,  made  him 
fweat  and  fall  to  the  ground  ;  and  there  he  that  made 
the  heavens  lay  grovelling  in  the  anguifh  of  his  Spirit, 
and  fweating  clods  of  blood  !  O  how  heavy  was  the 
burden  of  guilt  that  prefTed  his  foul  at  this  time  ! 

You  have  feen  a  ftrange  thing,  blood  Jit  eamtng  forth 
of  marvellous  virtue,  that  can  foften  hearts,  though 
barder  than  a  ftone  \  that  can  heal  all  .the  wounds  gi- 
ven you  by  the  old  ferpent ;  that  can  vvafh  away  the 
deepeft  ftains  of  guilt,  and  make  creatures  black  as 
hell,  whiter  than  fnow  !  And  though  many  thoufands 
have  been  cleanfed  by  it,  yet  thcilream  is  nowife  de- 
filed ;  but  ftilfis  pure  and  clear  as  cryftal !  You  have 
feen  the  amazing  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God  for 
yile  wprms  !  a  ftrange  thing  !    He  was  raide  a  worm, 
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a  clod  of  dttft  \  yea,  made  fin  for  ns !  flrange  !  that 
he  who  thunders  in  the  heavens,  ftiould  be  brought  to 
He  in  the  manger,  /and  tvj  in  the  cradle  !  That  he 
who  framed  tbs  heaverts,  ftiould  wotk  with  a  car- 
penter in  his  trade !  That  the  great  Judge  of  all  the 
world,  (hould  be  brought  to  the  bar,  accufed  as  a  ma- 
lefaSor,  condemned  and  crucified  betwixt  two  thieves^ 
that  foch  criminals  as  you  might  have  a  room  among 
the  Mefled  !  You  have  feen  the  Lord  of  Life  deprttea 
of  life,  to  purchafe  life  for  you  !  fpotlefs  HoHnefs  made 
fin,  and  eternal  Blcffednefs  made  a  curfe,  to  redeem  yoti 
from  fin,  and  the  curfe  due  to  it !  A  ftrange  thing  f 
for  the  holy  One  of  God  to  make  fuch  an  exchange 
with  you,  to  take  the  curfe,  to  give  yon  the  blciTmg  \ 
xx^  take  (hame,  to  give  you  glory  !  io  take  de^h,  to 
give  you  life  !  to  take  your  fins,  \.o  give  you  his  righ- 
teottfnefs  ?  A  fttange  thing,  to  fee  the  rightcouf- 
rtcfs  of  one  Man,  a  robe  large  enough  and  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  cover  many  thoufands,  fo  as'  not  one  fpot  of 
guilt  Can  be  feen  in  them  by  the  eye  of  infinite  juftice  I 
A  ftrangc  thing  !  to  fee  Cnrift  willing  to  have  his  fide 
opened,  to  fetisfy  doubting  fouls  of  the  reality  of  hifif 
love,  that  you  might  IooIl  into  bis  heart,  and  fee  \l 
panting  with  love  to  you,  and  hear  him  fating,  as  to 
Thomas,  **  Be  no  more  faithlefs,  but  Believing  V^ 
Strange  !  to  fee  him  bowing  his  head  ofl  the  crofs,  w 
whrfper  comfort  into  your  ear,  faying.  Now  ♦*  it  is  fi- 
nifl\cd ;"  I  have  drunk  (he  brook  in  the  way,  even  the. 
whole  river  of  God's  wrath,  fo  that  there^  is  not  one 
drop  left  for  you  5  every  believer's  debt  is  paid  i  A 
ftrange  thing  !  to  behold  the  Father  pleafed  to  fee  the 
bruffcs,  agonies,  and  fuffcring^  of  dear  Son,  that  his  c- 
iicinies  might  be  eternally  freed  from  them  f 

A  ftrange  thing  !  to  fee  death  conquering  death ;  the 
death  of  Chrift  conquering  all  bis  and  our  enemies  f 
If  any  had  feen  Chriit  entering  the  Kfts  with  death  and 
bell,  law  zxydi  juftice,  he  naight  have  ftood  amazed,  tfnd 
faid,  O  what  will  come  of  this  Champion,  that  is  en- 
gaged with  fuch  ftrong  enemies  ?  Bat  ftay  a  frttle,  and 
you  ftiall  fee  htm  lead  captivity  captive,  triumphing  o- 
ver  them  all,  and  ferch  ail  he  came  for,  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  devil !    When  Chjrift  was  brought  to  the 

crofs, 


cmfs^  one  might  havi:  thoogbtthat  4e?ils,  wkked  mcQ« 
^lul  death,  were  triuipphing  over  him  ;  but  hi$  word 
£|ilJ»>  thskt  pa  '^  the  croik  he  fpoile4  principalities  aqd  ^ 
powers  >  sind  m^c  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triu<npbing 
ovpr  them  in  it"  A  ftrange  myftery  !  while  enemies 
were  Cboffing  and  infulting  him,  Chrift  U  triumphing 
over  th^m  !  A  glorious  conqueit  Chrift's  was ;  for  he 
not  only  fubdu«d  his  enemies^  but  conquered  them,  fi» 
far  as  to  make  them  u&ful  and  ferviceable  to  him  and 
his  people  !  Let  us  admire  the  conqueft  and  the  Con* 
querori  though  he.  was  defpifed  by  men ;  yet,  like  Da* 
vid,  he  glorionfly  fubdued  Goliath,  that  defied  ^  ar« 
mies  xA  the  God  of  Ifrael :  He  frufhcd  the  h^ad  of  th^ 
old  (ierpent  that  had  bruifed  his  heel,  ai^d  enflavcd  his 
cleA ;  and  he  put  all  his  other  enemies  to  flight  1 

A  ftrange  fight !  you  hav^  feen  to-day,  God  coming 
9irer  the  greateft  mountains  of  difficulties,  to  pardoa 
9nd  fav«  finners  i  taking  rebels  to  be  his  children  and 
favourites  %  and  exalting  thengi  above  angels  that  never 
fipned  ?  You  have  feen  the  King  of  glory  courting 
poor  flavf s,  black  Ethiopians,  and  iuviting  them  witE 
^u^ftret{:hed  arms  to  ^m«  and  aiat^h  with  him,  and 
icj^ling  the  marriag^Hcovenant  with  his  blood!  Yoa 
fa^ve  &en  him  make  a  rich  f^aft  to  theQi»  and  welcome 
^m  to  fei^d  on  a  crucified  Chrift,  and  all  hispurcfaaiib  • 
Beheld  the  heavenly  Pelican,  that  feeds  his  young  ones 
with  his  blood  \  How  amazing  if  the  fight,  tiiat  God 
.  i{)OH|d  not  only  feaft,  but  feal  a  marriage*  covenant  with 
yoi|,  who£p  dficent  is  bafe,  whofe  perfonis  ugly,  whoCe 
portion  is  nothing  but  dif^^fes  and  mifery  >  O  what 
ftrange  Qghts  have  you  feen  to  day  !  you  have  ff en  the 
love  of  Chriftj  the  worth  o£  ibulSt  the  price  of  pardon, 
fin  ^mbl^m  of  the  higher  table^  to  which  many  of 
y<^ur  friends  and  acquaiata»ce;s  are  gone,  wher^  the 
le«(i  wiU  never  end !    ^        , 

Ifou  have  feen,  to  day,  a  ftrange  aft  of  mercy  to 
guilty  and  iU^defe^ving  i^reaturesi  who  have  ate  and 
drunk  before  ijie  l,ord,  a»d  yet  on  them  h«  hath  n^t 
laid  his  hand  i  be  h^^h  made  bo  breach  upon  any,  aa 
00  UEzab,1Nadab,  Abihu»  or  the  men  of  Bethflicmetb ! 
He  hath  not  ftruti^k  any  dead  with^  the  bread  in  their 

mouths, 
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mouths,  or  cup  in  their  hands ;  nor  fent  any  from  the 
fable  to  hell,  though  you  muft^  acknowledge  you  de- 
ferved  rather  to  have  had  a  cup  of  wrath  put  into  your 
hand,  than  a  cup  of  bleffitg!  A  ftrange  fight!  that 
gofpel  offers  are  yet  continued  to  thofe  who  have  aba- 
fed  many  facraments  ajid  fermons  !  that  Chrift  (hould 
be  ftretching  out  the  iceptre  of  grace,  and  offering  par- 
don and  mercy  to  thofe  who  have  crucified  him  afrefb, 
and  trampled  his  blood  under  foot. 

Have  you  feen  evidences  of  gracious  changes  wrought 
on  hearts  and  wills  by  the  word,  fecure  fouls  awaken* 
edy  blind  eyes  opened,  proud  creatures  humbled,  care* 
lefs  finners  made  to  cry.  Away  with  the  world,  and 
give  me  Chrift :  None  but  Chrift  ;  I  count  all  things 
but  lofs  and  dung  in  comparifon  of  Chrift  and  his  righ- 
teoufnefs.  Thefe  arc  flrange  fights,  with  which  you 
(hould  be  much  afFeded,  fo  as  to  hate  fin,  love  Chrift, 
blefs  God,  and  glorify  him  with  your  heartSi  tongues^ 
and  lives.  It  is  the  end  of  all  God's  works  that  we 
(hould  glorify  him.  Oh  !  the  beft  have  reafon  to  la« 
iiient  that  they  are  fo  little  affedied  with  the  marvellous 
things  fet  before  them  in  the  word  and  facratnent  ! 
Surely,  when  you  compare  the  rock  whence  you  are 
hewn,  and  that  on  which  God  fets  you  !  and  when  you 
confider  the  low  ftoop  Chrift  has  made  to  purchafe 
fuch  clods  of  earth -and  fins  ^ith  his  blood,  you  have 
caufe  to  be  amazed  at  his  Jove,  and  confounded  at  your 
own  ingratitude,  in  being  fo  little  ^tffetfied  with  his  mar^ 
vellous  loving  kindnefs,  or  melted  for  fin  that  was  the 
caufe  of  all  his  fufferings  !  O  let  the  ftrange  and  won- 
derful tokens  of  Chrift's  love  you  have  been  feeing  and 
(haring  of  in  the  facrament,  engage  you  to  more  thank* 
fulnefs  in  heart  and  life.  Have  you  been  wafhing  your 
.  robes  white  in  (he  blood  of  the  Lamb  ?  be  careful  to 
keep  them  clean,  and  do  not  defile  them  again  in  the 
mire  of  fin  5  remember  your  vows,  and  keep  your  face 
ftill  towards  your  Father's  houfe,  which  is  a  pure  and 
.undefiled  dwelling  \  you  cannot  take  filthy  hands  or 
feet  thither,  for  no  unclean  thing  enters  therci  Pfal. 
xoiii.  5.'^  Holinefs  becometh  thine  houfe,  O  Lord| 
for  ever." 

ADVICE 
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AD.VICE    XXIL 

From  Luk«  ri,  21.     Biejfed  are  ye  that  hunger  nqv),  for 
ye  pail  he  filled. 

IN  fcripture,  hunger  and  thirft,  when  applied  to  fpi- 
ritual  thingSi  imports  the  fame  thing ;  to  wit,  a  (Irong 
defire  after  fpiritual  and  heavenly  good  things ;  which 
defire  implies  fpiritual  life,  a  feeling  fenfe  of  want,  and 
a  longing  for  food  to  the  foul,  together  with  the  ufe  of 
all  proper  means  to  obtain  it^  Now,  the  main  object 
of  this  hunger  or  thirft  is  Jefus  Chrift»  or  God  in  Chrift, 
Pfal.  xlii.  i»  2.<->]xiii.  I.  Now,  there  are  many  things 
in  Chrift  which  the  hungry  foul  doth  de(ire ;  as,  i* 
Chrift's  blood,  as  the  foul's  ranfom  and  cleanfing  foun- 
tain. 2.  Chrift*8  Spirit,  as  the  foul's  quickener»  corn* 
forter  and  guide.  3.  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  as  the 
foul's  clothing  and  protection/  4.  Chrift's  word»  as  the 
foul's  daily  food  and  cordials.  5.  Chrift's  fupper,  as 
the  foul's  feaft  and  pledge  of  heaven.  6.  Chrift's 
graces,  as  the  foul's  riches  and  ornaments.  ,  7.  Chrift's 
way,  or  holinefs  in  heart  and  life,  as  the  foul's  path  to 
heaven.  8.  Chrift's  day,  as  the  foul's  weekly  market* 
day  for  getting  in  provifions  neceifary  for  workirig» 
journeying,  fighting,  &c.  9*  Chrift^s  manfions  above, 
as  the  foul's  dwelling-place  for  eternal  communion  N)^'ith 
God  and  his  faints.  Now,  if  ye  would  be  truly  blefled,  ^ 
ye  muft  hunger  and  thirft  for  thefe  things,  firmly  be- 
lieving that  in  thefe  your  true  happiiiefs  doth  lie»  and 
not  in  the  world  or  fenfual  things. 

Again,  fee  that  your  hunger  be  of  the  right  kind, 
that  it  he  infatiable,  fp  that  nothing  can  put  it  off  or 
fatisfy  it  but  Chrift  \  the  truly  hungry  foul  will  not  be 
pleafed  with  the  beft  duties,  ordinances,  minifters,  fer- 
mpns,  facraihents,  or  any  other  thing  without  Chrift  The 
hungry  foul  will  adventure  on  the  greateft  difficulties 
for.  Chrift,  he  will  paft  with  any  thing  for  him  :  All 
the  treafures,  honours,  mufic,  or  comforts  of  life,  can- 

YoL.  III.  3  M  not 


54^  Sacramenu/  AJvicn. 

not  fatifify  him,  none  but  Chiift  the  fotil's  food.  True 
hiinger  will  put  him  upon  the  ufe  of  »tt  means,  mM 
make  him  content  to  take  Chrlft  upon  any  terms,  and 
put  a  blank  in  his  hand,  and  fay.  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
have  me  to  do  !  I'll  fubfcribe  to  any  thing,  only  give 
roe  Chrift,  give  me  food  to  my  ttarving  foul. 

Such  hungry  foub  arc  Wefled,  b^caufe  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  fatibfy  and  fill  them.  It  is  God  that  creates 
the  appetke,  and  excises  the  hunger,  anid  thcaiefore  he 
will  fatisfy  it.  The  hungry  are  the  mod  Q«neit  and 
importunate  beggars  at  the  tbf one  of  grace  \  »ad  foch 
he  haa  prom i fed  ro  bear,  Luke  ii.  p^  The  hw^j  wiH 
wait  at  God's  door  for  an  alms,  and  he  protni^a  that 
thofe  who  *'  wait  for  him  fiiaU  not^  be  afiianaed/*  If«. 
xlix.  2^.  The  pr0ud,  the  rich,  tbe  futt  and  felf-righi* 
teous  witt  go  away,  i£  the  dodr  be  not  prefewlly'o* 
pened ;  but  the  hungry  wiU  a(k,  feelb,  knoek,  and 
knock  again,  and  watt  till  God  think,  lit  to  open,  and 
grant  an  ahfoe.  Thefe  God«  k  bouod  by  his  wovd  to  &• 
tia#y.  He  is  their  Father,  and  hath  t^  boA¥els  of  a 
Father  to  pity  his  children^    He  hears  the  ravena  and 

Joung  lions  when  they  cry,  and  feeds-  fehem,  and   will 
e  not  hear  his  ewn  chHdren,  andf  fill  their  hungry 
jfouls  ?  Tes,  he  hath  promifed  it.  ' 

'  ^efi.  Bu^t  what  is  that  fill  he  premiifes-  to  the  hun- 
gry? ^^  He  fill*  them  with  drvine  difeoverie^  as 
xwith  the  knowledge  of  Godfs  gresitnefs  and  majefly,  fo 
as  to  make  them  fenfible  eC  their  own  nothiiignefs»  atut^ 
with  the  knowledge  of  6od'^  gopdnefs  atwl  free  love  to 
^fifiners  in  Chrift,  fo  as  to  make  them  fall  into  raptntes 
of  admiration,,  and  cry  who  is  a  God  kke  nnto  tkee, 
that  pardoneth  iniquity  ?  Micah.  vii.  i9.  Hefiilis^^m 
with  a  difcovery  of  the  excellency  of  the  go^lneme- 
znedy  for  perKhitig  fouls,  fei  as  to!  m9ke  theni  fay,  it  is  a 
device  every  way  worthy  of  God ;  Chrii^'s  mediatory 
offices,  his  covenant,  his  righteoufnefs,  his  blood,  hi^ 
purchafeand  fulnefs,  do  nobly  anfwef  all  our- foots 
wants  and  neceffities ',  they  deliver  us  &om  fin  and  nii« 
fery,  and  they  bring  us  gvace  and  glory.  He  filts  his 
hungry  people  wi^h  go%el  promifes,  by  letting  them 
fee  their  name  in  them,  and  givkig  them  fairh  to  take 
-  hold 
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lioid  of  thcitt  and  apply  them.  Many  a  fweet  fill  do 
they  get  from  fuch  promifes  as  thefe>  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,  t%\  Jet.  lii.  2a.  i  John  11.  f.  Rom« 
xvi.  20.  Heb.  xiii.  5.  He  Ells  them  with  the  intima- 
tions of  the  pardon  of  their  (in«y  and  with  peace  and 
joy  in  bfeUcvingi  Rom.  xv."  13.  fo  as  to  baniih  their 
doubts  and  fears.  "What  a  fweet  fill  doth  ChriftN  voice 
give  them,  fuch  as  that  in  Matth.  ii.  2.  Luke  xxiv.  36, 
38  John  xiy.  27.  Rom.  viii.  i.  He  fills  them  with 
refolution  and  ftrength  to  conquer  fin,  perform  duties^ 
refill  temptations,  and  bear  affliflions  ;  when  he  fpeaks 
to  them  as  to  Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  or  as  in  I(a.  xli.  zo» 
and  xlii.  2.  He  fills  them  by  giving  them  fweet  returns 
of  prayer,  affurance  of  his  love,aniof  his  gracious  pre- 
fence  with  them.  He  fills  them  by  making  over  ChrilFs 
fulnefs  and  purchafe  to  them,  and  by  giving  them  Pif- 
gah* views  of  the  proniifed  land,  and  will  at  lalt  fill  them 
with  glory. 

It  is  only  the  hungry  that  (hall  be  filled,  the  needy, 
the  humble  and  felf-denied,  for  "  the  rich  are  fent 
empty  away,"  Luke  i.  53.  the  tich^  that  is,  thofc  who 
are  filled  ^th  a  conceit  of  their  own  ftrength  and  fuf- 
ficiency,  their  gifts  and  performances,  and  go  about  to 
eftablifli  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own^  and  fee  not  tbett 
need  of  ChrUl: ;  thofe  (hall  go  empty  away^  for  they  do 
not  prize  Chriil,  nor  are  w*iiling  to  come  up  to  his 
terms.  They  go  away  tmpty  of  Cbcift  and  his  riches  ; 
but  alas,  they  go  away,  filled  with  pride  and  felf^con- 
ceit,  filled  with  love  to  fm^  love  to  ^he  world,  and  lovd 
to  their  own  r^ghtepufnefs.    Oh,  this  is  a  miferabie  fill. 

O  hungry  fouh,  bkfs  God  that  givee  you  this  appe- 
tite, when  others  ate  rich  and  full  in  their  own  conceit, 
labour  to  prefer ve  this  appetire  and  wait  about ,  God's 
iioufe  and  table,  where  foul  food  is  to  be  had  ;  and 
blefs  him  even  for  the  fmalleft  crumbs,  •  as  when  he 
gives  you  a  greater  hatred  of  fid,  a  higher  efteem  of 
Chrift,  a  greater  Scfire  after  heart-holinefs^  a  refticfa- 
ncfs  without  Chrift,  a  wiUinghefs  to  part  with  all  for 
Chrift,  or  ftronger  refolutions  to  cleave  to  Chrift  and 
and  duty.  Thefe  crumbs  are  worthy  of  thanks,  thoi^h. 
ye  be  not  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing.  Wait 
3  M  2  on 
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on  the  Lordi  and  wait  on  hirn  in  every  ordinance  ^xA 
duty  of  bis  appointment,  believing  him  to  be  faithful 
who  hath  faid>  ^'  They  (hall  not  be  afiiamed  who  wait 
for  me.*' 

Ohje^,  Some  may  fay,  We  have  waited  lonfj,  and 
have  not  got  a  crumb.  Anf.  Some  eminent  faints  have 
been  put  to  cry,  **  How  long;  wilt  thou  forget  me^ 
Lord,  (hall  it  be  for  ever  ?"  Pfal.  xiii.  But  they  muft 
wait  in  the  ufe  of  means  until  Cod^s  time  come,  and 
adore  the  fovcreignty  of  God  in  hU  dealings  with 
them.  His  people  have  religncd  thcmfclvcs  to  the  care 
and  wifdom  of  God,  who  knows  what  is  bed  for  them  ; 
believing  there  is  a  time  coming  when  God  will  make 
up  all  their  lofles.  O  believers,  there  is  a  fill  remain- 
ing for  you  above,  that  will  foon  make  you  forget  ail 
your  days  of  fcarcity  here  below. 


ADVICE    XXIIL 

From  Pfat  cvii.  2.   Let  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  fay  fa^^ 

WHAT  is  it  fuch  perfons  (hould  fa/  ?  Let  them 
both  fay  and  fing  of  God's  goodnefs  and  mercy  to  them  % 
for,  (of  all  men)  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  have  moft 
reafon  to  be  thankful  for  Chrift's  diftinguifhing  mercy 
in  freeing  them  from  the  lawVcurfcs  and  iatan's  pow- 
er, from  the  guilt,  domititon,  and  puniHiment  of  fin  ; 
from  the  fting  of  deaths  and  the  wrath  to  come.  Be^ 
lievers  are  redeemed  both  from  fin  and  hell. 

^eft.  How  may  I  know  if  1  be  among  thefe  happy 
ones,  "  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ?"  Anf  Take  thefe 
marks :  Did  you  ever  fee  your  flavery  and  bondage  by 
nature)  fo  that  no  lefs  than  an  infinite  price  and  pow- 
er could  ranibm  and  liberate  you  ?  Was  you  fo  con-» 
vinced  and  humbled  with  the  fight  of  your  mifery,  as 
to  be  content  of  freedom  from  it  on  any  terms  ?  Have 
you  ventured  your  foul  on  Chrift's  merit  and  mercy, 
c6n(6rm  to  gofpel-offers,  being  well  pleafed  with  the 
frame  of  the  new-covcnant|  and  the  felf-denying  way 

of 
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4&f  favitig  fouls  by  Chrift's  imputed  ri0:hteoufncfs  ?  Are 
you  content  with  Chrift  to  be  your  King  and  Ruler,  as 
Wjcll  as  your  Prieft  and  Saviour  ?  Have  you  given  up 
yourfelf  to  the  Lord  to  live  fv)r  him,  defirous,  that  his 
love  may  always  conftrain  you  to  do  his  will  ?  O  then, 
you  may  conclude  you  are  among  the  '*  redeemed  of 
the  Lord,"  and  that  his  blefled  body  was  broke,  and 
his  blood  (bed  to  ranfom  you. 

Pe4:uliat  reafons  have  you  to  extol  his  gopdncfs  and 
mercy  above  others.  Why  ?  He  hath  opened  your 
ryftf  to  fee  the  beauty  of  your  Redeemer,  and  the  ways 
of  holinefs,  when  others  temain  in  blindnefs  !  He  hath 
opened  your  ears  to  hear  the  joyful  found,  and  fall  in 
with  it,  when  others jai«  deaf  to  it!  He  hath  loofed 
your  tongues  to  pray  and  praife,  Urhen  others  are  dumb, 
and  tongue-tied  !  He  hath  opened  your  hearts  to  en^ 
tertain  Chrift  cruciBed,  when  others  (hut  hira  out  i 
He  hath  brought  you  to  2^  feeling  of  the  evil  and  bur- 
den of  fin,  when  others  are  without  feeling !  He  hatli 
given  you  appetites  iox  fpiritual  food,  when  others  re*- 
ii(h  nothing  but  things  earthly  !  He  hath  given  you  the 
promife  and  hope  of  complete  redemption  from  fin  and 
mifery  above,  when  others  live  without  Chrift,  and 
without  hope  !  Let  the  "  redeemed  of  the  Lord"  then 
ling  and  praife  him  above  all  others. 

O  believing  communicants,  "  redeeiped  of  the  Lord,^ 
give  him  thanks,  and  cxprefs  your  thankfulnefs  by  your 
thoughts  and  actions,  as  well  as  your  words  \  namely, 
by  your  high  efteem  of  your  Redeen.er,  and  of  hi» 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  that  purchafed  all  for  you. 
By  avoiding  every  thing  that  diihonours  him,  and  fly- 
ing from  the  fins  that  are  common  and  faQiionable 
where  you  live.  By  commending  your  Redeemer  ti> 
thofe  who  know  him  not.  By  ftanding  up  as  witneiTes 
for  him,  and  for  his  truths  and  ways,  in  the  midft  of  a 
Chrift  defpifing  generation.  By  ftri^ftly  obf<;rving  the 
Lord's  day,  as  being  a  weekly  memorial  of  redeeming 
love.  By  longing  for  the  enlarging  of  Chrift's  king- 
dom, and  rejoicing  at  the  news  of  it :  And  by  putting 
honour^  on  all  the  friends  and  lovers  of  the  Redeemer. 

Lajily^  Shew  your  thankfulnefs,  by  finging  pfalms, 

hymns. 
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hyinnsy  and  fpiritual  fongs,  in  praife  of  redeeming  Iotc^ 
and  of  the  Redeemer's  perfon,  offices  and  fuffevings;  a 
fttb]e£t  that  can  never  be  exhaufted.  Sing  praifes  to 
the  great  God,  that  humbled  himfelf  to  leare  his  high 
throne,  that  came  down  to  dwell  in  fleChi  and  die  for 
us ;  and  to  rife  agaiO)  and  afcend  to  heaven,  to  take 
poifeffion  of  the  inheritance,  and  make  accommodations 
for  us  there.  On  this  account,  the  Spirit  calls  us  four  . 
times  to  (ing  praifes  in  one  breath,  Pfal.  xlvii.  6. 
"  God  is  gone  up  with  a  fhout;  (ing  praifes  to  God, 
ling  praifes ;  fing  praifes  unto  our  King,  (ing  praifes.'' 
This  (inging  is  mod  acceptable  to  God,  and  profitable 
to  ourfelves.  As  God  makes  it  the  eternal  work  of 
heaven,  fo  he  would  have  u^-  ifequently  employed  in  it  1 

on  earth.  But,  Oh  !  how  do*  we  fail  here  !  Reformed 
churches  abroad  do  far  exceed  us  in  the  frequency  of  , 

this  duty,  as  they  doin  the  variety  and  fwectnefs  of  | 

their  tunes. 

What  is  Ji^gwg^  but  a  kind  of  reading  with  medi- 
tation and  deliberation,  in  order  to  give  the  more  free 
rent  to  the  thoughts  and  afe£lions  to  breathe  and  af-  i 

cend  heavenwards.     The  wife  God  mKiivXt^Jingifig  in-  j 

his  praife,  becaufe  the  melody  of  the  voice  helps  to 
affe£t  the  heart,  and  raife  the  thoughts ;"  for  he  know^ 
eth  our  frame.''  And  indeed,  it  is  only  when  the  heart 
correfponds  with  the  voice,  that  mufic  is  pleafant  to 
God  :  To  this  purpofc  one  faith  well : 

Sweet  melody  the  hymn  affords, 
When  with  the  lines  the  heart  accords* 

0  let  the  redtemtd  (^ng  praife,  and  give  thanks  to  I 
God  for  his  unfpeak^le  Gift,  both  now,  and  for  ever-  j 
more.     Amen. 

1  (hall  add  no  more  Sacramental  Advices  in  the  pre- 
ceding method,  but  (hall  (hut  up  all  with  a  clufter  of 
(hort  Scripture  Dire&ions^  proper  not  only  for  commu- 
nicantsi  but  for  all  Chriilians  travelling  heavenward. 

•    A 


A  SHORT 

CHRISTIAN    DIRECTORY: 

gONSISTING    OF 

FORTY  SCRIPTURE-DIRECTIONS, 

PROPER    FOR    ALL 

CHRISTIANS  INTENDING  HEAVEN, 


1 T  ought  to  be  the  great  concern  o£  all  baptifed 
pcrfons  to  renew  their  baptifnial  covenant  hctioaes^  . 
«nd»  by  a  private  trania^iiun  with  God,  to  take  the 
baptifmal  engagements  upon  themfelvcs,  and  thereby 
become  Chriitian^  by  their  own  perfooal  confent  and 
iurrender,  as  wcU  as  by  their  parents  dedication  ;  and 
afterwards  go  and  feal  this  tranfadion  publicly,  by  par« 
talung  of  the  Lord's  Ciipf  er.  Coocerning  thia,  I  h<ive 
given  diredlioas  in  The  Young  Copimunicants  Catechifm^ 
Onlyi  I  would  intreat  all  my  readers,  for  Chriil's  fake.  . 
and  their  own  fouls  fake^  to  beware  of  going  about 
this  work  in  a  (uperficial  or  formal  manner,  and  of 
reding  upon  lip-labour,  and  the  external  part  of  the  du- 
ty. O  never  be  eafy  until  you  inwardly  and  heartily 
clofe  with  Chrift,.  according  to  the  gracious  gofpel-ofFet 
which  God  makes  unto  you.  Take  no  red  till  you  get 
your  fouls  united  to  Chrid  by  a  true  fciith,  and  favingiy 
rencjred  and  changed  from  nature  to  grace,  by  the  eth- 
cacious  working^of  the  holy  fpirit  in  regeneration. 
And  as  you  are  to  clofe  with  Chrid  by  faith  in  your 
fird  convcrfion  \  fo  you  mud  dudy  to  live  all  your  days 
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a  life  of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  always  making  nfe 
of  him,  and  leaning  on  him  for  rightepufncfs  and 
ftrength.  I  (hall  fay  no  more  by  way  of  preface,  but 
proceed  ta  bnnch  forth  the  Chriftian's  work  and  exer- 
cife  in  this  lower  worlds  in  the  following  Scripture* 
and  dire£lionr» 

DiKECTioN  I.  Let  nner  the  nvorld  come  In  God*s  room^ 
Beware  of  the  love  of  the  world;  often  think  upon 
thai  awakening  word,  i  John  ii,  15.  *•  Love  not  the 
world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world  \  if  any 
man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
Bini."  Oh,  this  is  the  ruining  fin  of  multitudes,  their 
love  to,  and  complacency  in,  the  things  of  the  world. 
Nay,  the  mofi  part  of  men  are  damned  for  loving  the 
world  too  much,  and  loving  God  too  little. — Remem- 
ber, the  f after  grips  ye  take  of  the  world,  the  loofer 
are  your  grips  of  Chtift ;  and  the  more  ye  get  of  the 
world,  ye  have  the  greater  account  to  make  to  him  that 
gives  it,  and  has  made  you  Reward  of  it  -,  therefore  ufc 
your  money  and  goods  for  his  fervicc  and  honour :  You 
•  mirft  anfwer  for  your  riches,  but  your  riches  cannot 
anfwcr  for  you. — Alfo;  remember  if  ye  fet  your  hearts 
on  the  world,  it  will  be  all  that  you  will  get  •,  to  have 
a  competent  portion  of  things  earthly  is  a  mercy,  but 
to  have  earthly  things  for  our  only  portion  is  a  dreadful 
mrfery.  Wherefore,  while  your  hand  is  in  this  worldj^ 
let  your  heart  be  in  heaven.  Let  the  bufinefs  of  your 
foul  be  the  bufinefs  of  your  life. 

Direct.  L  Keep  up  the  fame  opinion  mnv  of  the  things 
cf  the  %vor/dt  that  you  iviil  have  when  you  come  to  die. 
You  fee  what  a  low  price  men  fet  upon  the  riches, 
pomp,  and  glory  of  the  world  when  they  are  dying  : 
Had  you  the  fame  thoughts  of  thefe  things  now,  1  am 
fure  you  would  not  venture  the  lofs  of  your  fouls,  the 
lofs  of  God's  favour,  the  lofs  of  a  good  confciencc,  and 
the  loft  of  eternal  glory,  for  a  whole  world ;  far  lefs 
for  a  fmall  trifle  of  it,  as  many  now  do.  Think  much 
upon  that  text,  Matth.  xvi.  26.  * 

DinEc, 
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Df  Uet^  in*  A  n^Jlrangirstd  pkrfehe$,  but ^in 
cprnm'ifie  vfitb  pur  onvn  hearts  /  as  dife£ked  PfaK  iv.  4. 
'Whep  others  are  cenfufing  and  backbiting  thetr  neigh* 
bours^  be  yoti  fearchtng  and  cenfuning  yottTfelvea.  Self- 
examination  ia  a  nioft  neccfiary  duty.  Sxiimine  your- 
£biTC8  after  every  ordijiancei  what  good  you  have  got 
by  it,  whatentertaunihenr  you  gave  your  Saviour :  Aflc 
h^w  were  your,  hearts  zt't&jtA  by  fueh  a  words  &c. 
Commiine  wicln  your  hearts  about  your  dde  to  heayen : 
Judge  of  your  etemad  ftate  by  your  fpiritual  ftate,  and 
jt^d^  of  your  fpiritual  ftate  by  the  delightful  and  cufto- 
mary  a£lions  of  your  lives.  Judge  of  it  hi  your  hatred 
of  fin,  and  love  to  Chrift,  and  by  the  confeieoce  you 
n^^ke  of  fecret  prayer,  and  reading  Gkul'a  word-  la 
communing  with  your  hearts,  tmong  other  thinirSj  ^Ol 
youffdves,  What  are  Ukelicft  to  be  your  death-bed 
thoughts  and  wishes  i  Will  they  not  be  fitch  as  thefc  i 
O  tluitl4isul  loved  Chiift  more,  and  the  world  le&  !  O 
that. I  bad  imprbven  gofpel-opportunities  better!  O 
that  I  had  accepted  Chrift's  calls  and  offers  more  reauU- 
ly  !  O  that  I  had  fpent  more  time  in  prayer  and  fesurclv- . 
iag  the  fcriptures !  O  that  I  had  been  more  fpir^i^ual 
and  fervent  in  every  duty  l<— oAfk  yourfelves,  what  are 
thefe  fins  or  praAices  which  will  be  asoA  frightful  to 
look  back  on»  when  ye  fee  yourfelves  juft  within  a  ftep 
of  God's  tribunal  \  Study  always  to  keep  up  death*bed 
thoughts  of  things.— ^Commune  with  your  hearts  aboiht 
thefc  things  tAon  y§ur  btd^  aUid  alfo  before  jm»  g«  U 
hid*  Let  con&ience  bring  in  the  accounts  of  every 
day  before  you  ly  down :  mourn  over  the  fins  of  every 
day,  and  apply  the  blood  of  Chriit  for  waihing  them 
away.  Th|»  ktep  fiiort  reckonings  with  God  and  con- 
fcience,  that  you  may  not  have  old  feores  to  clear  when 
you  come  to  a  death*  bed.  Like  wife,  at  ihefe  commun- 
iogSi  let  every  man  a(k  himfelf.  What  ia  nty  prcfent 
ft^e  and  condttioo  I  Would  1  be  willing  to  ly  down 
and  die  in  the  frame  and  difpofition  I  am  in  juft  now  ? 
And  I  know  not  but  1  itiay  be  as  near  death  this  mo- 
ment, as  if  my  friends  were  looking  on  ttie  ftruggling 
with  the  pangs  of  deadi  on  my  bed* 
Voj;..Il|.  aN    •  DiaiCT. 
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Direct  IV.  Begin  ie^  in  tbe/erwe  o/Ckd,  and  give 
Urn  the  days  of  youth  y  Ecclef.  xii.  i.  Thofe  who  are  young 
cannot  begin  their  feryice  to  God  too  foon ;  G04  de- 
fires  it,  to  (hew  God's  delight  i;i  early  piety.  We  fee 
the  Scripture  commends  young  ones  for  it ;  it  is  re- 
corded with  honouri  that  the  child  Samuel  miniftered 
to  the  Lord,  t  Sam.  ii.  iS.  Tofiah  is  commended  for 
his  tender  heart  for  God  in  his  t<5nder  years,  a  Kings 
rxiu  19.  Chrift  was'  well  pleafed  with  the  hofannahs 
of  the  children  that  attended  him)  Msnth,  xti.  15,  i6. 
When  Solomon  in  his  youth  fought  God  for  wifdom, 
it  is  faid,  ••  The  fpeech  pleafed  the  Lord,"  1  Kings  iii.  io» 
So  Timothy  is  commended  for  his  early  piety,  2  Tim. 
iH.  1 5 .  And  God  fays  to  Ifrael,  ^*  I  remember  the  kfnd- 
nefs  of  thy  youth,''  Jer.  ii.  2.  And  he  recommends  to 
every  one  to  begin  foon,  Ecclef.  xii.  i.  TTie  young  dif- 
ciple  was  moft  beloved,  and  leaned  on  Chri(rs  bofom. 
—Now  is  the  proper  time,  O  young  people,  for  Injiking 
your  acquaintance  with  God,  and  for  laying  a  ^ood 
foundation  for. the  time  to  come.  Repentance  is  eafieft 
in  younger  years;  fin  is  then  lefs  rooted,  fatan's  grips 
lefs  fattened,  gofpel-offers  not  fo  flighted*  the  Spirit  is 
riot  fo  much  quenched,  the  confcience  not  fo  hardened; 
the  heart  is  then  more  eafily  melted  and  broke;  God 
feeks  the  male  of  the'fioch^  the  bed  of  your  time,  O  then 
let  him  have  it.  If  you  forget  God  when  young,  it  is 
juft  with  God  to  forget  and  negled:  you  when  old. 

Direct.  V.  &hun  the  company  tbatjkunt  God,  and 
keep  the  company  that  God  keeps,  Pfal.  cxix*  63.  115. 
Prov.  xiii.  ao.  Look  on  the  fociety  of  the  carnal  or 
profane  as  infe£iious ;  but  reckon  ferious  praying  per- 
fbns  the  excellent  ones  6f  the  earth  :  Such  will  ferve  to 
quicken  you  when  dead,  and  warm  you  when  cold. 
Make  the  llvelieft  of  God's  people  your  greateft  inti- 
mates ;  and  fee  that  their  love  and  likenefs  to  Chrift  be 
the  great  motive  of  your  love  to  them,  more  than  thchr 
love  or  likenefs  to  you.  It  is  not  true  Chriflian  love, 
but  party  love,  to  love  only  thofe  who  are  of  your  fen» 
timents  in  all  things*  Yea,  though  they  ihould  differ 
from  you  in  fome  things,  if  you  fee  God-s  image  on 
them,  and  that  they  h^Vb  fellQ>vlhip  with  the  Head,  you 

QU|[ht 


46dgkt  .to  Id^  thern^  aod  have  fellowlhip  with  them : 
Keep-up  the  communion  of  faints,  for  it  is  one  of  th^ 
article  of  our  creed.  Chriftian  conference  and  focial 
prayer  have  been  bleflfed  of  God  to  preferTe  the  life  of 
feligioa  in  many  places*  therefore  let  thofe  who  fear  the 
Ixird  fpeak  often  to  one  anothipr,  Mali.  iii.  i6« 

'DstldT*  VL  Pui  a  high  valtu  upon  precious  timff  and 
hfi  mm  if  it  hy  fttth^  Eph.  v.  16.  Efteem  time  as 
thofe  do  who V are  at  the; point  of  death*;  and  always 
remember  that  it  is  impoifible  to-  call  time  again.  Look 
upon  thelofe'of  time  >as  a  greater  lofs  than  the  lofs  oi 
your  moneyi  or  any  worldly  .thing  %  and  therefore  (hun 
time-wadtng.  games*  unprofitable  diverfionS)  and,  idle 
talkif^—o£(peQiaMy  value  the  moft  precious  part  of  your 
ttme>  fuch  as  the  motoing  of  youths  the  morning  of 
everyday,  and  particularly  the  precious  time  of  the 
Lord'^  day*  Look  on  the  Lord's  day  as  a  tryft-day 
ivith  heaven  \  loie  not  any  part  of  it,  4>ut  carefully  im- 
prove it  for  God  and  the  good  of  fouls»  both  your  own 
•amd  others.  .  It.  is  want  of  thought,  not  want  of  work^ 
that  makes  any  fay^  they  have  time  to  fpare. 
.  Direct,  VU.  Ailaw  a  iittie  time  every  day  ta  think 
i^n  etmatiy*.  Confider  the  import  of  thefe  words, 
tver/afiing  pumft)ment^  and  life  eternal^  Matth.  xxv.  464 
O  eternity,  eternity,  that  is  never  nearer  an  end,  but 
alwayS)  as  it  were,  but  beginning!  Oneferious  thought 
of  eternity  is  enodgh  to  itrtke  .a  carelefs  foul  to  the 
heart*  Why  ?  he  ftands  every  hour  at  the  door  of  e- 
ternky,  and  if  he  ilep  in  while  out  of  Chrift,  he  is 
eternally  undone ;  eternally  in  d; fpair«-^0  !  the  fwift 
river  time  is  carrying  every  one  ii  .us  into  an  ocean  of 
eternity,  an  ocean  that  hath  neither  bank  nor  bottom, 
and  what  each  of  us  muft  foon  launch  forth  into«  What 
an  awful  thought  is  this  !  every  one  of  us  is  witnin  », 
ftep  of  being  eternally  blefied,  or  eternally  curfed ! 
eternally  faved,  or  eternally  damned  !  O  if  every  one 
would  believe  and  confider  this,  and  be  wife,  fb  as  to 
pray  as  itjit  eternity,  repent  as  for  eternity,  hear  as  for 
'  eternity,  live  as  for  eternity,  obey  and  do  every  thing 
as  for.  eternity* 

3  N  a  Di- 
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Di&sct*.  VIIL  TbrwghtU  vam  wbob  UA  h  i 
/ui  cf  th  dmf  hufMp  rf  Hfiy  Fhit.  ii.  1 2.  Now  the 
boiinefis  of  life  is  to  make  it  Aire  that  Chrift  is  yotnr  Ufe  \ 
it  it  to  think  mach  on  the  end  oif  your  life,  snd  pcovid^ 
for  it ;  it  is  to  lay  hxAA  on  etmud  life,  and  keep  ftiU 
fight  of  it:  So  that  ^*n4ien  Chrift  who  is  four  life  fiiaB 
appear,  ye  may  alfe  aj^sear  with  liiro  in  glory,*  Gol«  iii. 
4*  Let  Jiot  reli^n  be  your  diterfioS}  but  yoor  bttfi» 
ae& }  mind  it  as  the  one  thing  needful ;  give  all  diii- 
geace  fa>  make  your  esAliog^and  ele£lion  fare«  Make 
iatt  youf  callings  and  this  you  make  fute  your  elec- 
tion. If  you  would  make  fore  yoor  oaltingi  make  it 
fture  that  you  ape  united  to  Chrift  by  fakfa,. and  that 
Chrift  is  the  li£e  of  youf  fonk*  Do  not  reft  in  cmucio 
tiqnsi  nor  in  tears,  praysrsi  or  doiaes^  nor  in  any  thing 
ftort  of  Chrift  Pcefs  both  finr  an  tntevtfftin  Chrift, 
and  for  the  aflnianee  of  k.  Afiiiraooe  is  attainable,  and 
Oiflually  attained  by  manv  %  and  it  is  oioft  necefiary  far 
chearful  bbediexux,  for  bearing  the  cioft,  tcjoicii^  in 
die  Lordy  giving  thanks  for  redeemingf  Icaie,  and  for  pev- 
forming  many  other  duties  of  C^triQianify. 

DUBCT.  IX.  Litihit  rathimljml  gfikfern^OMd  tie  h^ 
djf  iifibfkmuent  U  it,  I  Cor.  ix.  ay.  Alas,  many,  on  the 
contrary,  make  their  fou}s  drudgea  to  their  bodiea»  and 
cinploy  their  noble  facoltics,  wholly  b  de?iGng  how  to 
jdeale  the  flefiu  Ah,  wiiat  feeds  ave  tkey  who  mind  no* 
thing  but  their  bodies !  Why  i  they  are  the  greateft 
enemiee  to  their  bodies^  for  by  fo  doing  they  forfeit  the 
ctesnal  happine&of  their  bodies,  as  well  as  of  their  fools;. 
Whereas  thofe  who  prefnr  their  fouls,  and  mind  tkem 
chsefiy,  thev  coa^k.  the  ba|^els  of  their  boiie^  as 
well  as  of  their  fouts  ^  for  the  body  is  agfa  {0  wett  as 
in  heaveft;  when  £afliioncd  13ie  Chvift's  glorious  body, 
then  it  is  in  pcrfed  and  eternal  heakh* 

DiBfiCT.  X.  Study  both  to  Sve  and  dit  in  the  mercy^ 
^reptntasKe  and  gadly  m^arnmg  for  Jin^  Vi%!U  v.  4* 
Some  may  think  repentance  ft  melancholy  word,  but 
it  is  one  of  the  fweeteft  words  in  all  the  bo(A  of  God : 
It  iaa  gofeeUduty,  for  the  law  or^covenanr  of  worics  ad** 
mittcd  ot  no  repentance ;  it  is  the  effe A  of  God^  £pet* 
love  in  and  through  Chriftj  to  open  the  door  of  repen- 
tance 


tanec  io  faflen  finncrs  ;  it  (Joft  Chrift  his  Mo6d  to  ob- 
tain h  for  us,  and  it  is  his  firtfc  ^ift  to  us,  hfk^  r.  ;^i, 
Sardjr  it-'  is  good  news  to  heat  that  our  Sovereign  btdt 
poor  co*Tdef^ned  ^imtnalS)  that  wctc  brought  to  the 
place  of  cxecqtion,  repent,  and  throw  themfclves  dovwi 
at  his  feet,  and  they  fltdll  get  patdOit. .   It  was  the  fum 

~  both  of  Tohn*8  and  Chrift*5  preaching,  •*  Repent,  for 
the  kingdom  of  God  Is  at  hand,**  It  was  the  faying  of 
a  godly  mimftcr,  "  That  if  he  were  to  die  in  the  pal- 
j)lt,  he  w^oofd  wiflfi  to  die  preaching  repentance ;  and  if 
dttt  of  the  pulpit,  he  would  wifh  to  die  praflkifing  re- 
pentance.'* Augajlintf  faith,  «*  Repentance  is  the  fit- 
teft  difpoBtion  both  for  dying  Chriftians  and  miniftcrs  ;*^ 
linA  it  is  written  of  himfeH,  that  he  died  with  tears  W 
his  eyes,  weeping  for  6n.  This  is  a  duty  never  out  of 
feafon  •,  therefore  ftody  daily  to  keep  up  a  tender  and 
mourning  frame,  ntainfain  concrition  of  heart  and'ab- 
horrence  of  fm,  and  for  that  end  tak^  Cvtrj  day  a  ttirtt 
upon  mount  Calvary.  Many  think  it  a  fad  thing  to  be 
repenting  on  earthy  but  it  is  a  fadder  thing  to  be 
repenting  in  hdl.  Seek"  repentance  from  Upd  for 
Chrift*8  take  ;  fay  with  Ephraim,  Jer.  xxx^.  iS.  ••Tutu 

•thou  me  and  I  (hall  be  turned,  for  thotf  art  the  Lord 
my  God.** 

Direct.  XL  While  you  mmd  the  necejjktj  fiuiy  ^ 
holinefs^  or  inhennt  righteQufiiefs^  lit  it  nfver  take  the  ptctct 
of  imputed  righteoujhefsy  Rom.  x.  3.  Pfal.  Ixxi.  16.  In- 
berent  righteoufnefs  indeed  is  to  be  loved,  but  imputed 
righteoumefs  onfy  is  to  be  trufted ;  for  though  inherent 
righteoufnefs  or  hoIine(s  be  a  neceflary  qualification  for 
heaven  and  falvation,  and  our  evidence  tor  it  5  yet  it  ia 
imputed  righteoufnefs  only  that  is  the  foundation  of  it^' 
and  our  title  to  it.  Let  Chriil's  name  be  dear  to  you, 
•'  The  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs.** 

.Drect.  Xn.  Employ  Chrift  as  your  Surety  in  all 
cafis,  end  in  every  Jlrdit  go  to  him  for  reliefs  Pial.  cxix. 
122.  Ifa.  xxxviii.  14.  Study  therefore  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  your  Surety,  and  live  near  him.  When 
ii^  law  demands  payment  of  debt,  and  threatens  you 

^P^prifon»  look  to  Chrift,  and  cry,^**  Lord,  be  Surety 
lor  me^^ij^rd,  undertake  for  me/*  When  you  are  cal- 
led to- peTra-nt  duties,  bear  affliftion,  refift  temptation, 

ftruggle 


468  Chrift{an  Btf^Q^fy. 

ilrugf^le.  with  corruptions)  engage  with  enemiea^  Ice* 
look  (till  to  Chrift  to  be  your  Surety,  and  to  undertake 
for  you ;  ple;)d  with  hinv  to  make  out  that  promife  to 
youy  Deut.  xxxiii  25.  ^^  As  thy  days,  fo  (hall  thy 
ftrengthbc.** 

Dired.  XIII.  jis you^ expejEi  to  live  with  Chnifi  in  bta^ 
ven^Jludy  U>  live  to  Chrifi  on  earth\  %  Cor. .  v,  15.  Pbilip- 
L  21.  If  you  wodld  live  to  Chrift  here,  then  you  muft 
make  Chrift's  honour  and  glory  your  ultimate  end  in 
all  your  defigns  and  actions ;  and  make  your  moft  va* 
luable  in^ereils  fubfervient  to  his  intered  and  glory* 
Study  an  unlverfal  conformity  to  Chrift's  holy  laws  and 
precepts^  and  make  it  your,  great  buGoefs  to  approve 
yourfelycs  to  Chrift  in  all  things :  Chufe  the  things  that 
pleafe  him,  and  carefully  avoid  every  thing  that  is  dif- 
pleadng  to  him,  PfaL  cifix.  30.  Ifa-  Ivi.  4., 

Bi&ECx.  Xiy.  Cleave  f aft  to  Chrijl\  and  the  \uay  of  ho* 
iinefsj  whatever  it  may.  cofl  ygu^ .  Adis  xi,  23.  2  Tim.  iii» 
X2.  :  Think  not  the  wqrie  of  Chrift  and  his  ways,  that 
they  "are  perfecuted  or  reproached,  and  that  few  do  own 
them«  Chrift  foretoli£. this,  and  faith,  His  way  is  a 
narrow  way  that  few  walk  .in.  Join  with  the  little 
flock  to  whom  the  kipgdom  is  prbmifed,  which  will  a-i 
bundantly  compenfate  all  your  fufFerings  for  Chrift.* 
Never  follow  ^  muhitude  to  do  evil,  but  cleave  to  Chrift 
however  few  join  you. 

Direct.  XV.  Seek  the  approbation  of  God  above  that  of 
tnen^  2  Cor.  x*  18.  What  is  the  applaufe  of  worms  to 
the  fmiles  of  the  God  of  heaven  ?  What  would  it  avail 
us  to  have  poor  men  like  ourfelves  to  commend  us, 
when  the  great  God  that  made  us  doth  condemn  us  ? 
No  matter  though  men  cenfure  or  condemn  our  adions, 
if  God  approve  and  commend  them.  "  It  is  a  very  fmall 
thing  to  be  judged  of  man's  judgment,  but  he  that  judg-* 
€th  us  is  the  Lord,"   1  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 

DixECT.  XVI.  Be  much  employed  in  admiring  God^s  re* 
deeming  love^  and  Chrift^ s  furetyjhip  for  us^  i  John  iii. 
I,  16.  This  is  the  employment  of  the  redeemed  to  all 
eternity,  Rev.  v.  9.  And  all  who  go  to  heaven  muft 
be  acquainted  with  their  work  while  here,  Rev.  i.  5-^^ 
what  matter  of  eteinal  wonder  and  praife  is  ther#T[^ 

^*.  God's 
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God*8  giving  his  dear  Son  to  be  our  Surety  and  ficri** 
ficc,  and  in  the  Son's  voluntarily  undertaking  it  ! 

Direct.  XVII.  Dtiightmuch  in  thinking  and  Jfteakiiig 
of  Chrifiy  and particulariy  of  bit  death  and fufferingt  for  ut^ 
Luke  ix.  31.  Rev.  v.  9,  12.  Oh,  did  he  wade  through 
a  fea  of  wrath,  a  fea  of  blood,  a  fea  of  fonows  and 
fuiFerings,  to  bring  redemption  to  us  ?  And  will  wc 
ever  forget  him  i  The  great  God  takes  great  pleafure 
in  the  wornf  our  redemption,  and  is  well  pleafed  with 
our  Redeemir  who  undertook  it.  God  repented  that 
he  made  man,  but  never  repcnfed  his  redeeming  man. 
Now,  what  God  delights  in,  we  (Hould  delight  in,  e* 
•  fpecially  (|ncc  we  reap  the  benefit.  We  fee,  from  Luke 
ix.  and  Rev.  v.  that  the  fubjed  of  Chrift\s  death  is  matter 
of  difcourfe  and  praife  to  the  glorified  focicty  above* 
When  Mofes  and  Elias  came  from  heaven  to  mount  Ta- 
bor to  wait  upon  their  transfigured  Lord,  they  chofc 
Chrift's  death  for  the  fubjcdl  of  their  converfation : 
Why  ?  Chrift's  death  was  the  fpring  and  caufe  of  all 
their  glory  in  heaven  ;  neither  Mofes  nor  Elias  had 
ibined  there,  had  it  not  been  for  Chrift's  death.  And 
(hall  not  we,  here  below,  delight  in  thinking,  fpeaking* 
^And  finging  of  this  noble  fubjed,  which  is  the  ground 
of  all  happinefs  we  either  have,  or  hope  for  ? 

Direct.  XVI IL  Treat  objections  raifed  againfl  your 
clqfing  with  Chrijl^  as  fuggeftims  of  the  enen^^  that  isfeek* 
ing  the  ruin  of  your  fouis  ^  Rejcd  them,  as  Chrift  did 
Peter's  counfel,  Matth.  xvi.  ^3.  *•  Get  thee  behind  me. 
fatdn."  As  fatan  would  have  hindered  Chrift's  dying  for 
us ;  fo  he  would  hinder  ut:  from  relying  on  Chrift's  death. 
Oh,  (faith  one)  I  am  unworthy  of  any  (hare  in  Chrift's 
death  Aff  If  you  will  have  nothing  but  what  you  are 
worthy  of,  you  muft  have  nothing  but  hell.  What  was 
Abraham,  Paul,  Magdalene,  the  thief  on  the  crofs,  the 
idolatrous  Corinthians,  worthy  of,  before  the  Lord  cal- 
led them !  Whatever  be  your  unworthinefs,  are  you 
willing  to  apply  Chrift's  blood  ?  Then  fee  what  Chrift 
faith  to  you.  Rev,  xxii.  17.  **  Whofoever  will,^let  bim' 
take  of  the  water  of  life  freely."  O  but,  (faith  ano- 
^^^^^  my  fins  are  heinous.  J^nf  Canft  thou  be  more 
T^PR^  ij^iChrift  is  gracious  ?   Doth  he  not  promifc 
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to  wa(h  away  fins  that  are  Kke  fearlet  and'crimron/If«% 
i.  18.  afid  tells  us,  i  John  i.  7.  that  **  his  blood  cleans 
cth  us  from  all  fin  ?'>  O  blefs  htm  for  thau  word  aiL 
Do  not  then  believe  fatan,  who  would  tempt  thee  to 
think  that  God  hath  caft  thee  off}  but,  in  fpite  of  all 
he  can  fay,  ilill  believe  God's  faithful  word,  that,  there 
U  itietcy  enough  In  God»  merit  enough  in  Chrift,  pow« 
er  enough  in  the  Spiriti  and  room  enough  in  the  gofpet« 
oAers  and  promifes  to  you.  Believe  that  iftotd.  Lam. 
iii.  25.  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  them  that  ti^ait  for  him, 
to  the  foul  that  feekcth  him.*  Say  to  thy  foul,  *«  Can 
this  word  of  God  fail  ?  Has  God  made  thee  willing 
to  wait  and  feek  for  him,  and  is  he  not  willing  to  te 
found  of  thee  ?-  O  my  foul,  doft  thou  not  fee  an  infi*» 
nite  perfedion  in  Chrift's  righteoiifnefs,  in  Chrift'i 
Mood  and  merits  !*^  We  may  fee  an  end  of  all  eattMy 
perfe&ion,  but  we  can  fee  no  end  of  Chrift's  perfefiioni 
which  is  infinite. 

DiRKCT.  XIX,  Siudy  miich  thefo  great  gospel kfom 
if  denying  youtfelvety  and  exdhing  God*s  free  grace^  Mtft* 
xvi.  24  I  Cor.  i.  3 1 .  The  defign  of  the  gofpcl  is  to 
caft  down  felf  and  all  idols,  that  God  alone  may  btt  t%* 
alted ;  it  is  to  make  felf  nothing,  imd  God  all,  in  point '« 
of  wifdom,  ftrength,  righteouinefs  and  glory ;  it  is  to 
take  man  wholly  off  bimfelf,  and  caft  him  on  Cbrift  for 
the  whole  of  his  falvation.  It  is  a  good  fign  of  a  fav- 
ing  change  upon  the  heart,  when  a  man  is  thus  hum* 
Ued,  and  caft  mto  the  gofpel  mould,  when  felMoving 
is  turned  into  Iclf  loathing,  felf*admiring  into  felf^ab^ 
honing,  fclfexcufing  into  felf  ace  ufing,  and  felf- feek* 
ing  into  felf  denying. 

DfuJtCT.  XX.     Draw  at/ yovr  Jfrength  for  work  and. 
'voarfare  from  Cbrifi^  and  prefent  all  your  dmies  to  Ood  in 
ChriJTs  namej  Ifa.  xlv*  24*  Col.  iii:  27.     Chrift  himfelf 
tells  us,  that  **  yrithout  him  we  can  do  nothing,"  John 
XV.  5.  that  is,  nothing  aright,  or  nothing  that  is  accep* 
table  to  God.     All  our  duties,  if  acceptable,  muft  he 
done  in  Chrift's  ftrength,  and  covered  with  his  righte- 
oufnefs.     The  apoftle  owns,  that  •*  of  himfelf  be  could" 
not  fo  much  as  think  a  good  thought,    i  Cor.  ii^MlJ^L^ 
but'hc  could  do  all  things  through  Chrift  tha^Khftl^^ 

0  ^r*  cncd 


eAedhmif '  l?hiKp.  vr*  13*    And  hence  he  eihorts  u* 

tp/^  beftrong  in  the  Lord,  aiid  in  the  power  of  his 
might,"  Eph.  vi.  10.  Let  ua  think,  before  we  go  t& 
duty,  from  whence  our  (treiigth  for  it  muft  a>me,  and 
ftudy  to  fetch  it  in  by  faith,  and  believing  ejaculations  ;. 
and  when  we  are  affifted)  let  us  afcribe  the  glory  to  Je-^ 
fus.  Be.aiTured  of  this  alfo,  that  your  moft  cbftly  fa« 
^crlfices  are  unfavottKy»  if  they  be  not  perfumed  with 
the  fragrant  incenfe  of  Chrift's  merits  and  interceflion 
and  that  your  faired  *' Tighteoufnefs  is  but  as  filthy 
ra^s"  in  God's  fight,  if  Chrift's  righteoulnefs  do  not 
cover  it.  Let  it  therefor/e  be.  your  conftant  language, 
*'  In  the  Lord  Jef»8  have  I  rignteoufnefs  and  ftrehgth/^ 
Ifa.  xlv.  24.     . 

.DifiRCT  XXL  In  ail  the  i^6ft$ns  of  pur  iife^  fit  thi 
L^rdjliii  before  foUfVzLxvu^.^^XTv*  15.  Acknow^ 
ledge  him  in  all  your  undertakings)  and  by  faith  and 
pj^yer  commit  your  way  to  him,  look  to  hini  for  di- 
rection and  (uccefs^  and  depend  on  him  as  the  Father 
of  your  merdes,  the  fum  of  your  blifs,  the  ftrength  of 

Jour  life,  the  ftaff  of  your  bread,  the  breath  of  your  no-* 
;ril8,  and  the  length  of  your  days*  Set  the  Lord  al- 
ways before  you  as  your  almighty  Creator,  your  Joving 
Redeemer,  your  rigntful  Owner,  your  careful  Preferv- 
cr,  your  aU-fufiicient  Portion,  your  holy  Pattern,  your 
obferving  Witnefs,  and  your  awful  Judge-  Undertake 
and  perform  all  your  anions  under  a  fenfeof  God's  all- 
feeing  eye,  and  of  your  being  accountable  to  him  for 
all  you  do. 

Direct.  XXfL     Whether  ye  eat^  or  drink,  or  %uhat^  • 
Jbever  ye  do^  do  all  to  the  gkry  of  God,  1  Cor.  x.  3 1 .  Wc 
eat  and  drink  to  God's  glory,  when  we  do  it  for  the 
end  that  our  bodies  may  be  fitted  to  ferve  our  fouls  in 
honouring  and  ferving  God  jr  and  when  we  receive  ^     • 
thefe  mercies  with  thankfulnefs  from  the  hand  of  God, 
and  depend  upon  God's  ble fling  to  make  them  nourifli- 
ing  to  us  '9  and  when  we  remember  w^e  are  but  fte  wards     ® 
,  of  what  we  poflefs,  and  are  accountable  to  God  the  Pro- 
prietor, how  we  improve  thefe  earthly  bleifmgs  to  his 
hofiour  and  fervice.     You  mud  alfo  ^pply  the  bufinefs 
of  your  callings  to  God%  glory,  and  this  you  do,  when 
Vot.  IH.  3  O  you 
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^^%'  Cbri/Uan  t>iirefOfy.  '    ^  • 

you  deprn^  on  God  to  bl^fs  yoa  Iti  it,  and  to  pn>lpcr 
tbc  work  of  your  hands^  and  to  arm  ybu  againR  allthe 
fins,  fnares  and  tcmptatJon-,  which  your  bufinciii  mtty 
jTivc  occafioo  to.  You  ouj»ht  alfo  to  pjiy  and  Tt5<?eivc 
vifitj,  and  attend  company,  with  an  eye  to  God's  glory, 
by  bleffing  God  forgiving  yott  friends  and  earthly  ac- 
commodations, and  looking  to  God  for  wlfHom  to  be-' 
have  ycurfclvcs  fo,  as  ye  m^ay  d6  no  harm  to  thofe  yc 
conyerfe  with,  nor  get  any  harm,  from  them :  But,  on 
thp  co?nrary,  may  fee  helped  to  do  them  good,  and  get 
btnefit  from  them.  You  are  aMb  to  undertake  jour- 
nies  for  God's  giory,  to  look  to  him  for  proteftiqn  by 
thr  way,  and  for  diredion,  through-bearing,  and  fbc-  ^ 
cef?<.  .     , 

l)iK5cr*  X'Xitl,  Sj^effii as  machiim^  nspojfihh  in  fi* 
cret  firnnr  andconv^fi  with  God^  i  Thcff.  v.  17.  Amf^ 
that  yte  may  do  thi^  w.th  delight,  endeavour  to  keep 
your  hearts  always  in  a  ferious  praying  trame,  with  an 
abiding  impreflion  of  God  upon  your  fpirits.  There  it 
a  great  difference  betwixt  a  fettous  fit,  atid  a  feriout ' 
frame  Ahab,  Sauh  Pefix,  and  others^  had  their  fe* 
rtotis  fits,  but  religious  perfbirs  only  keep  theic  ftmls  in 
a  fcnou.'j  frame,  and  ftudy  to  he  "in  the  fear  of  rhc. 
Lord  ail  the  day  Itmg,"  as  God  enjoins,  Prov.  xxtri.  17. 
Prayer,  that  is  acceptaMe  to  <3od,  muft  be  performed 
with  faith,  delight  and  livelineft,  and  not  with,  dcadf- 
nefb  and  wearinefs,  as  if  it  were  a  tafk  or  burden.  A 
life  without  prayer,  or  a  prayer  without  life,  arc  Voth 
hateful  to  the  Qod  of  our  lite*  He  is  the  liirmg  God 
v^hotn  we  wotftip,  antl  hath  no  pleafurc  in  dead  per- 
formances. But  they  who  delight  thcmfeives  hfi  dotv, 
(hall  have  the  defires  of  their  hcawts  granted  them,  ffw. 
xacxvtt.  4.  Surely,  they  who  fpend  their  days  in  faith 
and  ptayer,  fllall  ctid  their  days  in  peace  and  cdmfbrt- 

DmECT'XXiV.  Make  ton/tienffe  vf  famiiy'trhgion^ 
ai  nveU ai  if  chjet'duimy  Joihua  xxiv.  15.  2  Sam.  vi. 
20.  Negle€t^not  family •  prayer  nor  praifes,  reading 
the  word,  catechifing  children  and  fervants,  finOifying 
the  fabbath,  exhorting  to  duty,  reproving  and  curbing 
fin.  Religion  and  reformation  muft  begin  in  familios, 
if  we  wtmld  wifli  it  to  be  national  and  umvetf^.   God 

.   i» 


is  the  author  ahd  faunder  of  famili^  tnd  ij^ercfofe 
0xould  have  homage  from  families  as  fuch,  by  the  m<>rn- 
Ing  and  evcAing  facjifice  of  prayer  and  prsiife  V  Go  to 
him  to  blcfc  family' mcrcie$.  fupply  family^-waiits,  fane- 
tify  family-trials,  and  redrcu  family-gf ievances  Ear* 
ly  train  up  children  la  the  way  they  (hoald  go,  pray 
much  for  themt  and  for  God'«  blcffit)|(  on  th^  means  ol. 
their  education* 

Direct,  XXV,  Bfgln  and  end  tvtry  day  vnth  God^ 
Pfal  V.  3.-— *-iv  ,8.  Let  prayer  be  the  key  10  open 
the  heart  to  God  in  the  morning,  and  lock  it  againft  atl 
Us  enemies  at  night.  Let  no  Chriilian  fay*  he  cannot 
ptay  I  for  prayer  is  as  necefikry  to  him  at  breath,  Lam« 
iu.  56*  Let  none  fay,  they  hare  not  time  for  it  (  bet« 
tcx  take  time  firom  fieep,  than  want  tirhe  for  prayer« 
'X'hink  it  not  enough  to  Cay  your  prayers,  but  mind 
you  muft  pray  your:  prayers,  pray  with  fincerhy  and 
fcrvour#  Think  with  yourfelf,  this  morning  may  b« 
|fty  laft  morning*  or.  this  night  my  laft  night ;  for  cer-» 
tainly  that  morning  cometh  of  which  you  wilj  nevei 
iise  the  night  \  ox  tiie  night  in  which  you  will  never 
fee  the  Biorntng.  Let  the  conclufion  of  every  day  put 
]^u  in  mind  of  the  conclufion  of  all  your  days,  b^ 
the  lo^  night  of  death,  that  will  put  an  nn^  to 
ail  your  workf  and  bring  you  to  count  and  reckoit 
with  you^  great  Madcr  about  your  work.  O  to  If 
dowfi  every  night  reconciled  with  him  !  O  that  we 
could  ly  down  and  leave  our  hearts  with  Chrrft,  and 
Gon>pofe  our  fpirits  fo,  as  if  we  were  not  to  awake  tilt 
the  heavens  are  no  more, 

Direct.  XX VL  Heeing  mi9e  httoweth  what  a  day  may 
bring  for  tb^/ffnd  0V0ry  day  aj  if  it  were  to  bf  your  tafij^ 
Prov  xv9\\.  1*  Look  on  yourselves  as  itandmg  every 
day  at  the  door  of  eternity,  and  hundreds  of  difeafea 
and  accidents  ready  to  opeo  the  door  to  let  you  in. 
No  doubt  you  have  fometismeg  apprehended  yourfelves 
nearer  death  than  you  think  yourfelves  jujft  pow^  yet 
it  is  ctrtaiu  that  death  was  wcstt  fo  iiear  you,  nor  judg* 
ment  never  fo  nea4r  you  4»  they  are  at  prefent.  We, 
who  (land  every,  hoar  at  the  door  ^i  eternity,  Oiould 
fpend  our  precious  hours  with  the  ^eatefl;  frugality^ 
3  0  a  feeing 
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feeing  Uie  work  we  have  in  hand  Is  foul- work,  and 
work  on  which  eternity  dcpend$  5  and  the  time  we 
have  to  work  it  in,  is  very  fhort,  and  cannot  be  recal- 
led. This  (hort  life  being  only  a  paflage  to  eternityt 
it  Qiould  be  fpent  as  a  continual  pr^aration  for  eter- 
nity. Surely  thofe  who  have  immortal  fouls  fo  near 
^eternity,  have  other  work  to  do  than  trifle  away  time 
in  tipplingi  idle- talking,  gaming^  and  fuch  diverfions. 

DiR£CT.  XXVI !•  Sojourn  in  this  worid  as  travellers^ 
peeping  fo  ioofe  from  the  worid^  as  to  be  abie  to  pack  up 
^  be  gone  frqm  it  upon  fhort  warnings  i  Pet.  u  17,  i 
Cor.  vii.  29.  31.  We  have.no  cohtinning  city  nor 
certain  abode  here  \  therefore,  let  us  always  be  ready 
to  arife  and  depart.  And  if  we  would  be  right  tra- 
Tellers  towards  Zion  above,  we  muft  have  Chrifl;  in 
our  hearts,  heaven  in  our  eye,  and  the  world  und^rour 
feet.    We  muft  take  God's  Spirit  for  our  gtiide,  God's  j 

word  for  our  rule,  God's  glory  for  our  end,  God's  fear  j 

for  our  guard,  God's  people  for  our  companioils,  God's  j 

praife  fpr  our  recreatiouj  and  God's  promifes  for  our  { 

cordials.  We  muft  make  religion  our  bu&nefs,  prayer  ^  f 
our  delight,  holinefs  our  way,  and  heaven  our  home*  *  ^  \ 
Q  Zion's  travellers,  diftinguifli  yourfelves  from  the  men  ' 

that  dwell  upon  the  earth.  Let  Chrift  always  be  pre- 
cious to  you,  the  word  fweet,  fin  bitter,  the  world  a 
wildernefs,  and  death  welcome.  Let  Chrift's  will  be 
your  will,  Chrift^s  dtfhonour  your  afflidion,  Chrift's 
caufe  your  concern,  Chrift's  fuccefs  your  joy,  Chrift's 
day  your  delight,  Chrift's  'crofs  your  glory,  Chrift's 
fufferings  jjtour  meditation^  Chrift's  wounds  your  re- 
fuge, Chritt's  blood  your  balm,  Chrift's  lighteoufnefs 
your  cloathing,  and  Chrift's  prcfence  your  heaven. 
"While  travelling  here,  let  your  hearts  burn  with  love  to 
Chrift,  love  to  think  of  Chrift,  love  to  hear  of  Chrift, 
love  to  rear!  of  Chrift,  love  to  fpeak  of  Chrift,  love  to  ' 
fpeak  for  Chrift,  love  to  fpeak  to  Chrift. 

Direct.  XXVIII.  Keepupa/iveiyfenfeoffacramen^ 
talvows  and  engagements^  and  waik  einfwerabiy  thereto^ 
Pfal.  Ivi.  I2|  13.  You  are  under  a  facramentai  oath  to 
be  true  and  faithful  foldiers  to  the  Captain  of  your  fal- 
yation,  fee  that  you  fight  his  battles  againft  his  and 
your  enemies,  tne  devil,  the  world|5  and  the  flcfh. 

Remember 
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Remember  what  your  Captain  hath  done  anfl  fufFcrcd 
for  you ;  let  his  love,  as  well  as  your  oath,  con  drain 
you  to  abide  by  his  ftandard,  Neve^  go  over  to  bis. 
enemies  camp,  nor  keep  correfpondence  with  them*. 
Your  glorious  Captain  gives  you  choice  feafts  at  his 
table  to  ftrengthen  and  encourage  you  both  for  work 
and  warfare ;   walk  on  in  ftrength  jbf  thefc  fpirituil 

•  meals,  and  grow  ftrongcr  in  grace,  and  more  lively  ia 
all  fpiritual  duties,  pray  more  fervently,  hear  more  at- 
tentively, meditate  more  frequently,  partake  more  bc-^ 
lievingly,  kee{>  fiibbaths  more  delightfutly,  and  Mralk' 
worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  well  plcafing.  Your  fpi* 
ritual  meals  are  defigned  for  your  nourithment,  ftrength 
'  and  growth.  Therefore,  grow  in  grace.  O  believers, 
if  you  would  l^y  up  a  treafure  of  glory  for  yourfelvet 
hereafter,  lay  up  a  treafure  of  grace  in  your  hearts 
juft  now  ;  increafe  faith,  love,  heart- purity  and  humili- 
ty. Whoever  is  rich  in  grace  now,  will  be  rich  in 
glory  hereafter  :  For  what  is  grace  but  glory  begun,, 
and  what  is  gloiy  but  grace  perfeflcd  ?  Who  then 
would  not  love  grace,  feeing  it  is  begun  glory,  land  a 
certain  pledge  of  complete  glory  ? 

Direct.  XXIX.    Improve  the  talents  God  glvet  you 

for  his  fervtce  and  g^ory^  Luke  xix.  13.,  Remember 
you  were  not  made  for  yourfelves  only,  but  for  fociety 
and  the  benefit  of  others;  therefore,  employ  your  gifts, 
your  fubftance,  and  whatever  God  has  bellowed,  for 
the  good  of  others;  teach  the  ignorant,  relieve  the 
poor,  ftrengthen  the  weak,  comfort  thofc  that  are  caft 
down,  tell  them  your  experiences,  commenSl  Chrift  as 
a  choice  Mafter  and  a  lovely  Saviour,  and  invite  them . 
to  come  **  tafte  and  fee  that  he  is  good  ;"  pity  thofc 
who  are  ftrangers  to  him,  and  pray  for  them.  Be  ufc- 
ful  to  others  while  you  live,  wliich  will  make  your  me- 
mory favoury  when  you  die ;  many,  alas,  are  fo  un- 
profitable in  their  lives,,  that  when  they  come  to  die, 
neighbours  fcarce  think  th:'.ir  life  worth  a  prayer,  or 
their  death  worth  a  tear ;  but  public-fpirited  and  ufeful 
per  ions  are  much  lamented.  Let  every  one  in'  their 
ftarions,  be  a£tive,  and  occupy  their  talents  for  God. 
Be  aiTured,  the  more  you  do  for  God  in  this  world, 
the  more  God  will  do  for  you  in  the   world  to  come. 

If 
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If  the  faints  were  capable  of  grtef  in  heaven,  it  would 
be  for  the^r  doing  fo  little  {p\  God  on  eartL  * 

Direct  XXX.  Let  ali  believers  be  thanlfut  to  God  for 
his  diitinguijhing  favours  and  mercies  to  tbetn^  Pfal.  cxTi. 
8*  12.  A  life  of  praife  doth  highly  became  the  proof$ 
of  God*8  love  to  you.  Fall  down  humbly  before  Goc^ 
and  afcribe  all  to  his  free  undeferved  grace  !  For* 
•  who  is  it  that  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  another  ?  . 
"What  haft  thou,  but  wh^t  thou  haft  received  in  a  waj 
of  free  gift  ?"  O  wonder  at  his  free  love,  that  has  dil- 
tinguiihed  you  from  others  !  has  done  that  for  you  that 
he  has  not  done  for  thoufands,  for  myriads,  for  mi- 
h*cns !  nor  for  thofe  who  (it  in  the  fame  aflembly*  or 
llwell  in  the  fame  houfe  with  you  !  O  blefs  God  who 
fent  his  dear  Son  to  ranfom  you,  and  bring  you  out  of 
prifon,  when  others  are  left  in  bondage  !  Who  fent  his 
holy  Spirit  to  open  your  eyes,  when  others  are  left  blind; 
to  open  your  ears,  when  others  are  left  deaf;  to  open 
your  hearts,  when  others  are  left  ftiut ;  to  open  your 
mouths  to  praife  free  diftinguifhing  loye,  when  others 
are  left  dumb-  Employ  your  tongues  then  to  com- 
mend his  love,  and  (ing  his  prailfe* 

Direct.  XXXI  •  Since  God  diflinguifbes  ^u  from  tf- 
thers^  in  his  mercies  to  you^  fee  that  yiat  di/ltngmfh  your* 
fehesfrom  others^  in  yaur  Jervice  to  him^  Mattn.  v.  47. 
Are  you  Cimftians  indeed  i  You  are  under  ftronger 
obligations  to  live  and  a£t  for  Chrift,  than  others: 
Why  ?  Tou  have  both  your  new  name  and  your  new 
nature  from  Chrift,  which  others  have  not  *,  you  are 
more  nearly  related  to  Chrift  than  others  \  you  are 
engaged  to  a£l  for  him,  by  more  frequent  and  folemn 
TOWS  than  others ;  you  have  greater  mercies  beftow- 
ed  oh  you  than  oihets  ;  others  have  but  common-* 
mercies,  but  you  have  covenant- mercies,  mercies  that 
accompany  falvation.  You  have  fpiritual  life  within 
you,  and  divine  influences  which  others  want ;  not  on- 
ly the  world,  but  Chrift  himfetf  expefts  more  from 
you  than  others  v  alt  which  are  powerful  engagements 
on  you,  to  do  more  for  God  than  others.  You  know 
more  of  the  things  of  God  than  others  \  you  talk  more 
of  them,  you  profefs  more,  you  prontife  and  engage  to 
do  more  than  others ;  yea^  God  has  done  unfpeakably 

more 
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more  for  you  tlism  others ;  inA  he  may  juftly  cxpcft 
more  from  you  than  others  5  and  put  that  queftion  to. 
you,  **  What  do  ye  for  me  more  than  other*  ?"  Matth. 
V.  47. 

Stuefi,  Wherein  (hould  believers  diftbistuiih  thetn- 
ftlires,  and  do  more  for  God  than  others  ?  Anf.  You 
fliould  be  witneffes  for  God,  and  teftify  againft  what 
is  di(hononring  to  him,  by  abftatning  from  all  known 
fin,  and  from  tncfe  fins  which  are  common  and  fafhioit- 
ablc  and  little  thought  of  by  others.  By  reproving  (iri 
in  others,  and  endeavouring  to  pluck  them  out  of  the 
fire.  By  keeping  up  family-religion  even  in  the  midft 
of  bufinefs,  and  faaniftiing  all  known  vice  from  your 
dwellings,  even  nunced  oaths,  raih  ufing  of  God'5 
name,  idle  walking  or  talking  on  the  Lord's  day,  back* 
bitings  cvit-wifhes,  revengeful  aftions,  unneccffiry 
drinking  or  tippHng»  lottery-games,  or  paftimes  of  baa 
report,  &c  Be  zealous  for  fabbath-hoKnefs.  Be  meek 
and  lowly  in  your  carriage ;  commend  Chrift  to  others ; 
fpeak  for  the  honour  of  religion  before  thofe  T^ho  dif- 
regard  it ;  fhow  fpecial  regard  to  thofe  who  are  ftampk- 
cd  with  God's  image,  though  meaii  or  defpifed-j  be 
ready  to  forgive  wrongs,  and  render  good  for  evil ; 
deal honeftty  and  juftly  with  all  men;  be  fober  and 
temperate  in  eating,  drinking,  fleep,  apparel,  ft:C. 
Guard  againft  pride,  paffiorf,  hafty  and  uii^juarded 
words*,  put  great  refpea  upon  God's  word  and  ordi- 
nances^ be  concerned  for  the  enlarging  of  ,Chrift'$ 
kingdom ;  never  venture  upon  any  kno\Vn  fin  for  the 
fake  of  worldly  gain  \  make  confcietice  of  relative  and 
ftatipnal  duties,  as  to  be  good  hufbands,  good  wives, 
good  parents,  good  children,  good  mailers,  good  fer- 
vants,  good  neighbours,  &c.  In  fuch  things  as  thefe, 
ytni  are  to  do  more  for  God  fhan  others. 

DiRKcT  XXXI 1.  he  njt  content  with  a  fair  prof effion 
efr&iigion^  or  with  a  form  ofgodHnefsy  and  u  name  to  lilfff 
atno'ig  mertf  Fit.  i.  16  2  iim  ni.  5.  But  endeavour 
to  kttovff  and  feel  the  power  of  godJidefs  in  your  hearts, 
and  te  have  your  pradtite  in  all  rcfpefts  corrc (ponding 
to  your  profeffion.  If  your  pradice  be  not  infwera- 
,    He  ta  what  you  profefs,  you  fin  againft  great  hght, 

you 
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you  difcredit  religion,  and  tempt  men  to  tbtnlc  it^all 
hypocrify.  If  a  man  live  and  die  a  mere  profeflbr,  it 
had  been  better  for  him  he  had  lived  and  died  a  mere 
heathen.  .     /  .    .  . 

DuBCT,  XXX I J  I.  Keep  always  a  watch  upon  the  door 
of  pur  JipSy  Pfal.  cxH.  3.  feeing  the  tcngue  ftjth  a  vvorld 
of  iniquii?  in  it,  James  iii.  6.  Keep  it  as  wicH  a  bri- 
dle, PfaL  xxxix.  I .  and  beg  the  Lord's  help  to  keep  it, 
and  that  he  himfelf  may  fet  a  watch  upon  vour  mouthst 
ai  the  Pfalmift  prays,  Pfalm  exit,  as  knowing  that  no 
watchfulnefs  or  refolution  of  our  own  is  fufficJent  for 
the  governing  of  our  tongues,  without  God's  fpecial 
grace;  without  this^  the  mod  wake-rife  watchman 
watcheth  in  vain^  E^rneftly  feek  for  Chrift'b  fake, 
God's  fpecial  grace  to  govern  this  unruly  member,  that 
it  may  not  be  fufFered  to  utter  words  which  may  tend 
to  the  diflionpur  of  God,  or  to  the  hurt  of  men.  Stu-^ 
dy  to  govern  your  tongues,  by  ufmg  God's  name  with 
i>^Terence,  fpeaking  always  what  is  truth  and  what  is 
ieafonable,  ufeful  and  edifying,  guarding  carefully  a- 
gainft  lying,  eviUfpeaking^  pamonate,  proud,  and  felf-. 
exalting  words,  and  againft  all  ra(h  <:enfmes :  You 
hav€  need  of  great  caution  in  fpeaking,  and  to  take  heed, 
either  how  ye  commend  yourfelves,  or  condemn  o- 
thers^ 

DixxcT.  XXXIV.  Waih  cheerfully  and  ctmtenteily  in 
every  condition^  A6ls  viii.  '^^  Phil.  iv.  ii.  Such  a  walk 
as  this  doth  bring  great  credit  to  religion  and  the  fervice 
of  our  Redeemer.  What  though  a  believer  be  fed  with 
the  bread  and  w^er  of  afflidion  the  molt  of  his  life, 
he  hath  other  bread  and  another  cup  to  fweeten  both  ; 
the  forgivcnefe  of  (in  is  a  reviving  cordial  in  every  cafe. 
Have  no  will  of  your  own  di(lin£t  from  God's  will, 
but  be  refigned  to  God's  difpofing  will  in  every  thing, 
and  let  God's  will  and  choice  be  always  yours*  If  you 
cannot  bring  yoUr  condition  to  your  mind,  ^  then  yon 
mail  labour  to  bring  your  mind  to  your  condition,  be« 
lieving  that  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father  is  always 
bed  for  you.  Still  remember  that  he  hath  engaged 
himfelf  to  be  with  you  in  aU  dates  and  conditions,  and 
to, order  ali  things  lor  your  advantage:    Be  fure  then, 

he 
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he  cannot  deny  himfelfj  all  his  words  are  oaths  foi^ 
their  certainty,  and  all  his  promifes  arc  the  fure  mcr-i 
cics  of  David.  Be  content  in  every  cafe  •,  for  fince 
Chrift  is  yours^  "  all  things  arc  yours*'*  Well,  then. 
Jet  your  covenanted  God  choofe  out  your  lot  for .  you ; 
for  you  may  truft  that  it  (hall  be  done  with  more  wif-' 
dom,  and  with  more  affedion,  jthan  you  can  chufe  for 
yourfelf. 

Direct.  XXXV.  If  ye  would  mantfeft  yourfclves 
to  be  truly  religious  both  before  God  and  man,''  heep^ 
always  thejirji  andfecond  table  of  the  lawjoinfid  together^ 
and  make  confcience  of  kothy  Matth.  xxii.  37,  &c.  Love 
both  God  and  your  neighbour,  be  jufl  and  upright  in 
all  your  dealings  with  men,  a^ing  always  under  a  fenf€ 
of  the  alL  feeing  eye  of  your  heavenly  Father,  who  en- 
joins you  to  do  the  fame  to*  other!^,  as  ye  would  haive 
them. doing  to  you.  Let  a  moral  man  try  his  religion 
by  the  duties  of  the  firft  table  of  the  law,  and  a  pro- 
fef&r  his  by  the  duties  of  the  fecond  table  of  the  law. 
See  that  ye  love  God  above  alt  things,  and  prefer  his 
worihip  and  fervice  to  every  thing.  Love  God  for 
himfeif,  and  Idve.meh  principally  for  what  is'God*lik^ 
in  them*  *      ; 

DiRCCT..  XXXV.  Carefully  guard  dgainjl  dpojlafy  and 
hackjlidingfrom  God  and  his  ways,  Heb.  x.  38,  39,  Be 
always  jealous  of  your  deceitful  apd  treacherous  heart?, 
knowing  that  they  are  bent  tb  birckfliding;  A  holy  feat 
of  departing  from  Gody  is  a  good  means  to  keep  us 
from  departing  from  God.  Therefore,  endeavour  to 
preferve  always  a  watchful  and  tender  frame  of  hearty 
and  be  afraid  of  falling  away,  according  to  that  word, 
Heb.  iv.  I .  if  ye  would  preserve  yourfclves  from  total 
a|)o(lafy,  rife  fpeedily  afte^  every  fall  by  found  repent- 
ance, and  have  recourfe  to  the  blood  of  ChrifV.  Ly  hot 
one  day  in  any  fin,  but  rife  out  of  the'  puddle  imme- 
diately, and  get  to:thc  cieanfing  Fouiltain^  and  renew 
your  covenant  with  GoH,  and  beg  more  itxength,  and 
faith  to  derive  continual  fupplics  from  Chrift  your 
Head.  Be  often;caiUrig  your  fouls  to  account;  and 
afking  your  hearts.  What  rs  become  of  the  good  frame%^ 
the  melting  fenfe'  of  fin,  the  hungering  defiref,  the  d^ 

Vol.  in.  3P  lightful 
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Ughtfui  taf^f^  the  heavenly  lon^age/  t|ie  wanii^  affee* 
tHHKi  to  Chrtd",  that  thtf  {bi»etinQC«  h^»  Wlien  y« 
aittain  to  ttveffy  ot  to  any  oixhcm,  foo  thit  ye  comcnit 
tkein  to  Chrift's  keop'ti^y  fdjf'wg  with  the  PfaJmift, 
'^  Li)i^r(f>  bo  fuiety  far  thy  fetvant  Set  goo<h  Jt^yf 
Consider  the  dre ^iful  e«fe  o£  an  s^soOtatey  a«  deHnbed 
by  our  Londr  and  hia  appftle,  Matth^  xit.  4  ^^  44.  2 
Pet.  ii.  2c>  21.  That  man's  cafe  becomes  far  raore  mi- 
(erjiUiQ  thaa  it  Wfl£  at  firft.  What  a  &d  cafe  is  i«  for  a 
foiii  to  fall  back  iaio  hcll^  after  it  had  climbed  ntartha 
gates  of  hflavon  ?  None  fall  £d  doeply  into  hcH'  as^bofey 
vho  fall  backward  iiuso  it. 

DiitccT.  XXXV  M.  Be  wntcbfiii  aguinfi  aHfin^  and 
ftaniCHitirfy  your  4arlitii  an  canftituiionai  Jin^  ths  JUi  tbH 
W^  e^fidy  befefs ypHiVhh  xviii,  2^3.  Hel|,  xii.  i.  Our 
^Vctfary  t'lt  df  vi',  v^^^^U  klio^'ii  this  fin,  and:  on  whaU 
fide  ^)«e  may  b«  ^(aiik^d  with  the  greaEt«ft  fuccefs;  and 
to  b^  fnifta  he  wijl  ^i[ini{i^  hi&ftrongeft  temptaticms  thith^ 
er-,  and  tniploy  H^  fm>ft  fiiblik;  viJes  and  doYices,  chat 
way  to.cnfna.rc  \x^  .  It  were^^^  happy  for  us  if  we  wtio 
fitiU  y.'atobii!g  agaiott  hlir^^,  and  could:  iay  wi^  the  »• 
poftlcv  '*  W«i  ar«  9Pt  igRptaiU  of  bis:  devices.'*  Yon* 
are  iikewife  to  watch  againft  all  fin  whatfomever,  fins, 
^f  OQ^ifliop  as.  well  as^  of  ipoiiiiniiB6&»  Gro&  out- 
biifakiu^s  mak^  (;(^ni<;iQO)Q<^  tct  ftart  ar  ^betff  appeaiaoce, 
but  it  is  not  fo  aJarq^ed  with  the  rreg)e£i  of  duties* 
But  if  con6:ienqo  be  a^a^^9ed»  finjs  o£  omifiion  will 
lie  heavy  a$,  well  as.  fin^^' 0^  cQO:iQuffion»  Some  eminent 
C.hrifl;ianr-».  who  haiie  liMed  the  moft  ctrcuoi^efb  liiiee^ 
whea  they  have  ^m^  to,  d^ :  and  x&^^€k  on  theit  hf*^ 
paft  timei  have  been  p\it  ,ta  cry,  "  Lord,  in.  fpecial 
forgive  my  fin£i  of  onaii^^Qa.  Venture  &pt^  to  live  in  anft 
frame^  cowrfe  or  pra^ict^  th^at  you  woul4not  advenfiurc^ 
to  die  in,  feeing  you  kpowi  pot  but  your  next  flkep  may 
be  into  the  gr^^re.  Quaf^drragainiliall  thefc  fins  and  e« 
Vila  now  ip  the  time:  of  youf  health,  that  may  put 
thorns  in  your  pillow  wJ^en  Gcki^^  and  the  havbuigera 
of  death  approachf  fi^h  u  "  mtifpeuding  of  pn^cious 
tine,  neglect  of  prayer,  oxii^%dingof  the  Scriptures, 
forqiality  and  luke-W4rf]i|l)f&  in  religion,  earthly  mindu. 
e^nelf,   unthankfulnefa  for  mercies,,  and  cciifcarrying 

after 
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«fkr  thfem.  Ncg^ed  of  im|>roVifig  Chrtft,  qikemrliiftg 
tfeie  Spirit,  fitgleft  of  convidiotip,  breaking  of  vowai, 
falling  item  your  firft  kwc^  Teturntng  to  oW  fin6  yo» 
liftd  mourned  over,  ftHiiiiiig  agak^ft  light,  ftnd  after  af- 
ftaitsh?,"  &c  _ 

l>ffi£CT.  XXXVin.  Be  htdrtUy  cwc&ned  far  4b€ 
eomir^  and  eniargir^  of  Chrtfi's  hingd^n  in  4he  ivorii^ 
Matth*  vi.  10.  PlvK  IXxii.  19*  6c wail  it  that  his iiaok 
16  fo  little,  fait  ftibjtdls  fo  (t^,  wfaei)  fatan'«  «*€  fo  nu- 
tneroua*  Bewail  the  ^nfuocefsfulnefs  .df  the  gt>(pel,  the 
reClramt  of  the  SipiHtt  the  (tiVifioiM  attteii^  CiHrliVian^ 
and  tht  nMuiy  Mndrances  of  the  prOgfeff  of  Chfiftiiwi- 
ity.  lament  tjie  wrongs  atid  ^iftionotirs  done  to  God 
-by  others  \  cry  and  wre^le  for  thd  dutpouHng  of  tht 
Spirit,  both  at  home  and  abtoad  \  ptay  for  the  feYival 
<ii  God*6  work  in  tfaefe  laf>dfl|  amidft  thefe  dddiffHiig 
ytarft}  ami  in  enquiring  after  ptibiic  news  have  a  vie^ 
«e  this^  be  concerned  for  tlfe  intereft  artd  welfare  of 
€%Ttft's  kifkgdom  through  the  wdrld>  for  the  acc&fiH 
pfiflMxieni;  bf  G6d*8  jirortiiftw*  cbncennng  the  deftmo' 
lion  xA  AnttGhrifti  fiaby Ion's  ^ownfal,  the  lAbriti^il^ 
trf  the  Jews,  alnl  the  fubdutiig  of  the  nations.  And 
nvhen  you  hear  of  any  appearatice  of  God's  arifing  to 
countenance  his  wtrrdi  and  conquer  (inners  to  himtl^ 
whether  at  home  oir  abroad^  rtjoke  atfhe  news,  itckoa 
.  thetn  good  tiding's  of  great  joy,  and  bkfs  the  Lord  f«r 
them  with  all  your  hea^-ta.  k  is  nl^lA  pl^afing  fmd  ac-  . 
ceptabie  lo  God»  to  fee  his  pe^le  heartily  eonoetntd 
for  the  profpcrtty  of  Jerufalem. 

DinECT.  XXXlX.  Be  hnfy  ikying  u^  a  flock  fur  a  M- 
htd  or  death  bed^  when  all  the  ctrntftfTts  of  life  wUi  he 
tajielejs  toyou^  1  Tim,  vi.  19.  Lay  up  a  ItocH  oi  f^A 
and  patience^  a  (tock  of  evidences  or  divine  love^  and 
cf  yoiar  intereft  in  Cl>ri(tf)  a  ftock  of  divine  ^^omife^ 
»id  experiences  of  God's  loving  kindnefs,  which  may 
be  fuppprtiti^  to  you  in  the  day  of  iharp- trials.  When 
mariners  goto  feai  thay  vi£iuai  the  fhipi  akid  provide 
for  a  ftorm.  And  ought  not  we  to  forefee  the.ftorma 
of  afBidtion,  of  ficknefs  and  of  death,  and«provide  and 
lay  up  for  them  ?  It  wili  be  fad,  if,  when  the  Bride- 
groom is  coma>  we  have  our  oil  then  to  buy,  when  the 
3  Pa  market 
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market  is  over.  Now  is  the  the  time  for  providing  oil ; 
now  is  the  market  of  ^rrace ;  now  is  the  acceptable 
time ;  now  is  the  day  of  falvation. 

Direct.  XL.  Be  looking  and  longing  for  the  eternal 
/upper  of  the  Lamb^  Philip  i.  2^.  Rev.  xix.  9.  Hungry 
fouls,  who  have  tailed  the  love  of  Jefus,  long  for  the 
Lamb's  fupper  below,  that  they  may  enjoy  communion 
with  him  here,  and  this  makes  them  cry,  When  (hall 
the  opportunity  return  ?  When  (hall  I  come  and  appear 
before  God  ?  When  (hall  I  again  fee  his  power  and 
glory  in  the  fan£tuary  i  When  (hall  I  again  tafte  his 
love  and  goodnefs  in  the  facrament  ?  And  yet  thcfe  are 
but  fmall  foretaftes  of  the  Lamb^s  fupper  above.  What 
is  our  drinking  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  here,  to  our 
drinking  it  new  with  Chri(t  in  his  Father's  kingdom  ? 
Therefore,  look  out,  and  long  for  the  time  when  the 
day  (hall  break,  and  the  (hadows  (lee  away,  and  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  (hall  be  triumphantly  folemnized 
and  completed  with  the  church  his  efpoufed  bride, 
whom  he  will  then  lead  into  the  King's  palace^  where 
their  traniient  glances  (hall  be  changed  into  immediate 
▼ifion,  and  their  (hort  taftes  into  evtrlafting  feafting 
and  fulnefs*  ^*  O  ble(red  are  they  for  ever,  who  are 
called  to  the  marriage«fupper  of  the  Lamb  :*'  Thcfe 
are  the  true  fayings  of  God.  I  believe,  Lord  help  my 
unbelief.     Amen. 

Unto  the  forefaid  Directory^  I  (hall  fubjoin  a  variety 
of  Scripture  Songs,  for  the  ufc  and  benefit  of  Zion^s  tra- 
vellers y  and  thefe  I  deGgn  as  a  fupplemcnt  to  my  gof 
pel  hymns  ^  publifhed  fome  months  ago;  and  which  ad- 
dition I  underftand  will  be  agreeable  to  the  defires  of 
not  a  few. 

Asfto  the  duty  and  advantage  of  praifing  God  by  fing- 
ing  fueh  hymns  and/pirttual/ongs^  according  to  the  A- 
poftk's  repeated  in(tru6lion8,  I  (hall  add  nothing  to 
what  I  have  faid  thcreanent,  in  my  preface  to  the  fore- 
faid Gojpel'hymns^  but  refer  my  reader  thereto. 

^CRIPTUHE 


SCRIPTURE-SGNGS 
ZION's    TRAVELLERS, 

THEIR    WAY    TO    HEAVEN. 


ICl.  XXXT.  10.    The  RoHfomgdof  the  Lord  fiall  ttrturu^  and  tome  H  Zioa 
vifUb  SoH^t, 

Pfal.  czxxviii.  5,  Tb^fialljing  imibe  rvoye  of  the  Lord,      , 


S  ON  G    I. 

7i^    P  &"t  M  I  T  I  V  E    C  O  M  M  U  N  I  C  A  NT  «• 

I  f^  HRIST*8  friends  at  firft  oft  broke  his  brctd, 
V-ii      InfpirM  with  love  divine. 
They  drank  the  Spirit  of  their  Head, 
As  weirs  the  facred  wine, 
a  They  (hcw'd  his  death  with  heart  and  foul, 
And  feafted  on  his  love  \ 
His  blood  and  wounds  they  did  extol, 
And  fung  like  faints  above • 

3  Lord,,  grant  us  part  of  that  love-flame, 

Which  in  their  hearts  abode  5 
That  made  them  witnefs  for  the  Lamb, 
And  fufFer  for  their  God* 

4  Warm  (how^rs  from  heaven  fend  down  00411, 

That  frozen  hearts  may  yield. 
And  turn  us  from  a  wildernefs 
Into  a  fruitful  field. 

5  Thy  people,  Lord,  lament  for  thee, 

And  fore  thy  abfence  mourn  \ 
They  long  thy  face  again  to  fee  ; 
To  gofpel-feafts  return. 

6  Come  to  thy  table,  with  us  fit. 

Our  grudges  all  remove, 
Unite  our  hearts,  and  make  us  fit 
To  keep  the  feaft  of  love, 

7  Caufe  ilreams  of  living  waters  flow 

In  channels  of  thy  grace  j 
And  let  the  north  and  fouth  wind  blow, 
Our  flraitnings  to  releafe* 
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8  Thy  Spirh's  tttnplc  nnikc  oor  heaftf^ 

And  with  us  ftill  abide i 
Make  his  conviftions  pierce  like  darts, 
Let  M  DO  more  backdide, 

9  Thy  hidings  are  a  bitter  cup, 

Like  flowers  we  fade  and  mourn, 
We  droop!,  wie  gricre,  and  tan't  look  up, 

Till  thou  our  Sun  return • 
JO  Loisd  charge  net  on  u«  foraier  gtt^t, 

Let  all  thine  anger  ccafe  % 
Look  to  the  blood  «a  CaiT'ry  fpik, 

And  bid  IM  ge  HI  pca€«« 

s  o  N  G  n. 

The  Holt  Smtif  far  us  for  the  How  TatiB^ 

1  O  FATHER  of  our  dying  Lord, 

Hear  thy  Son's  fpeaktng  ):^ood, 
Fulfil  to  us  his  gracious  word  ) 
Send  down  the  heavenly  food. 

2  Thy  Spirit  grant,  for  which  he  pr*y*d, 

To  glorify  thy  Son  j 
His  promised  influences  fl^ed, 
That  wonders  may  be  doike. 

3  Glad  we'll  his  death  cotnmeiaoTate,  ' 

Ay  till  he  come  again  j 
Blefs  both  the  word  and  facramenf, 
^      Take  thy  great*  power  and  rei^n. 

4  Chrid  s  table  now  Hand's  furniftied 

With  blcffiogs  of  bcft  kinds  5  • 
Pardon  and  Peace  bought  with  his  bloody 
Choice  food  for  troubled  minds. 

5  Give  faith  to  feed  and  view  his  love,      .  , 

His  flripes  and  wounds  each  one, 
How  be  was  jcer'd  that'*  fear'd  aboTe, 
Blafphem'd  and  fpit  upon. 

6  In's  handi>  and  feet  we  fee  the  nails 

Piercing  his  tender  veins  j 
For  i|s  each  wound  the  blushing  ground. 
With  blood  ingjaite  ftains. 

7  Black  clouds  for  us  u'erwhelto'd  hi*  foul, 

Sore  was  his  agonv  ^ 
Whtn  he  cry'd.  My  Gody  my  God^  why 
Wby  baft  tbou  for/akcn  me  f 


8  Thy  matchers  love  we^H' praife  alottdy 

Our  fouls  it  doth  confttam, 
To  love  and  live  to  thee  our  God, 
Who  for  our  fins  waft  (fewi. 

9  May  1  no  more  to  pra^V  fee  df'ag^M," 

To  ferve  thee  let  me  run. 
May  I  in  duties  ke«p  mycourfe^    —  » 

•Like  to  the  rifing  fun,         ^         *" 

10  Unto  the  Lamb  that  once  was  ftaliTj    •     '  * 

Be  praife  and  glory  ^iv'n,    '  ♦' 

By  all  that  dwel  uptiit  the  carrthj  '  1 

And  all  the  holts  of  heav'n.         ""•*     ^-     •    ' 

SON  G"  ML' 

I  SO  jsjreat's  the  ^oilt  af  fel^en  man> 

None  could  his  pardon  bay  j  ^  - 

Great  muft  it  be,  when  God  him&lf^ 
Muft  for  his  creature  die  ! 
Z  Slain  beails  for  (in  could  not  atone, 
Such  oflF'rings  all  were  vain, 
Had  not  the  Father  giv^n  hia  Son 
For  finners  to  be  flain. 

3  Had  the  whole  church  been  oflfer  d-  up, 

As  one  burnt  facrtfi<ie; 
Our  fmallcft  debt  this  could  not  pay, 
Creatures  could  not  fuffic^. 

4  But  mercy,  in  this  hoplefs  cafe, 

A  facrifice  prepares  5 
A  Lamb  of  ali  fufficient  worth, 
Which  diiftpates  out  fears. 

5  This  Sacrifice  more  precious 

Than  all  created  things, 
To  us  eternal  happtnefc 
In  foul  and  body  btrngs. 

6  This  is  the  fure  Foundation-ftone, 

Which  God  in  Z*fo«  lay§, 
For  men  to  build  their  hopes  upon-, 

He\  blefl  that  on  it  Jietyu  '  . 

7  Tho'  earth's  tbunda^tion^  be  remoy'd^  '  '     .' 

Thw  Rock  fliU  ftandeth  M, 
By  Itorms  unmov'd,  on  this  aloi;fc 
My  anchor  1  will  caft. 


''  [ 


^86  Scryiture'Scngs,, 

8  The  Lamb|  our  Rock,  for  ui  did  die, 

For  us  rofe  from  the  dead» 
For  us  he  did  afcend  on  high. 
For  us  his  blood  dotb  plead. 

9  O  bleeding  Lamb;  (hew  me  .thy  name 

Writ  in  thy  book  of  life  y  * 
Then  I  will  long  to  be  with  thee, 
Out  of  this  land  of  flrife. 

10  To  worfhip  with  the  heav'nly  hoft, 

Jehovah  one  in  three,    ' 
The  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gboft,        » 
ToalleteAity.  ^ 

S  O  N  G     IV. 

The  DiSTR-ESSEii*  Soul  koking  to  the  "LiMM  forFi^. 

1  COME  fee  my  cafe,  O  bleeding  Lamb,. 
In  mercy  take  me  as  I  am, 

Quite  naked,  and  put  cloathing  on 

A  flrangcr,  and  make  me  a  fon.  ; 

2  Burdcn'd  with  guilt,  and  give  me  eafe, 
A  bond-man,  and  my  foul  releafe, 
All  vile,  not  fit  to  join  thy  faints  y 

A  creature  all  made  up  of  wants. 

3  By  nature  I  have  nothing  good. 

All  muft  be  brought  me  by  thy  blood  ; 
But  fince  thy  wounds  are  openM  wide, 
1^11  hope  in  Jefus  crucify'd. 

4  Thy  blood  mens  foreft  plagues  doth  cure. 
Thy  wounds  their  backward  hearts  allure,  - 
Thy  blood  ftrange  changes  works  in  men, 
Foe  wond'rous  works  the  LaOib  was  flain !  . 

5  Thy  Bible  doth  thy  pity  (hew, 

I  reft  on  thy  words  fweet  and  true,  , 

SouU  come  to  me^  and  no  more  doubt^  ^ 

For  him  that  comes  Vil  not  cojl  out.  •  ,, 

6  Renew  my  foul,  plant  grace  this  day,    -~     , 
Give  me  a  heart  to  mourn  and  pray, 

O  kill  in  me  this  rebel  fin,'  . 

Reftore  tby  image  me  within. 

7  For  thefe  things  1  to  thee  do  come  5 

Caft  me  not  out,  fince  there  is  room,    ^      ,       ;.. 
Make  good  thy  words,  aud  hear  my  cries, 
For  on  thy  truth  my  foul  relies. , 


8  O  deareft  Lamb,  didft  ^m^  ««t  Jblff4, 
To  purchafe  every  thiag  wr  <icf4  ^ 
Doth  not  thy  blood  ftill  nm  lo  lic^ 
Diftreffed  fouls,  their  plagnfs  wbf  ftfU 

9  We  feel  our  ipm,  X^afrf^  keiJ  u>  ipo*^ 
And  \ti  us  let  thy  will  be  dope^ 
Praife  Father,  Scm,  fvid  fioly  atio(l. 
One  God  in  Chrift,  that  <^1^  ik^  M^ 

S  O  If  (J    V. 

^  Mifif  10  womdfT  0i  <;i«itf^f  @uFjNuui«3S9>S30m  u»m,  i$  mu 

X  BEHOLD  Chrift  in  a  bloody  f^veat, 
Whieh  all  his  ffkttmwm  ftij^s  i 
See  fou%wide  wounds  inV  bunds  and  (q^I,    < 
When  bi|c  JmHi  pimrcVI  Jiis  mm  •' 

2  Behold  his  foiil  opprefied  font*         .       s 

And  in  the  greateft  pite  I  • .     ^ 

How  heavy  was  the  mmk  ikf  bi9F% 
Of  whichhecMiowiMl^ 

3  Yet,  Lord,  whilft  our  fins  6U*d  COvAne 

This  bitter  wrathful  im^f  > 
A  bleffed  feaft  thou  mad^fi,  $k^  mfi 
Might  at  tbll^b^iufi ! 

4  O  friends  of  Chrifl,  dra.w  M#r  Jiis  fhmMt 

To  him  thMlk-llff 'mws  hopf, 
For  tn  bis  temple  ev*ry  sn^ 

Should  of  his  glgry  Jtngf. 
J  Let  men  him  love  \  anil  fo:abh«r 

Which  caus'd  bi«  igmf  ivM  |iai9»  i 

Let  all  the  angels  ftill  adorn 

The  Lamb  for  Smifir^  4)w»  ! 

6  With  warm  a£FeAions  let  us  M«(s 

Our  great  hig|iHp.n0tt*bpFe, 
And  ev*ry  day  admire  and  jpMife 
The  wonders  of  Ju^  l9iw  ! 

7  From  love  he  left  his  tb«Wie  o«  lsi|gib« 

LodgM  in  a  virgia^-s  9mt^ ! 
Lc^e  brought  him  to  the  crja6lip4icl    • 
Love  laid  him  in  a  to^ab  !     . 

8  Love  rais'd  him  up,  and  m«k  hioiJbiKik,^ 

To  heaven  to  make  4»s  FfMn  \ 
From  thence  return  he*ll  for  our, fi^^ 

In  love  to  bring  us  }»m^  \  .^  ^.  . 

Vol.  III.  3  <L  ' 
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9  From  love  he  wciirtcs  not  to  plead,  •  '  ^l 

And  (hew  bis  bleedin;?  hands. 
Since  he  hath  juftice  fatisfy'd,     ,  ■ 

Ous  freedom  he  demands.  *    " 

10  Thy  blood  hath  done  all  things  for  me, 

I'll  glory  in  thy  crofs  ;  • 

My  beft  things  Til  give  up  for  thee, 
I  coii^nt  them  all  but  lofs. 

S  O  N  G    VL 

yrom  2  Sam.  xxiii.  3* — 7.     Being  a  Prowkct  »/Chrut^ 
and  king  David's  Swan  So^jg  in  the  views  of  death. 

I  A  RULER  juft  o'er  men  ftimll  rife,  '         - 

In  God's  fear  rule  (hall  he, 
As  morning  light  fprings  from  the  ikies, 

So  welcome  (hall  he  be*  :  '^^'^    ' 

d  Like  riiingfun  he  fcatters  all 
The  black  (hades  of  the  night. 
No  clouds  this  morninjg  darken  flialf,; 
Refre(hing  is  hs  light.  * 

3  He  {ha\l  the  frozen  earth  Iblace, 

Like  fun-(hine  after  rain, 
Whofe  warming  beains  revive  the  grA, 
And  make  all  fpring  again. 

4  I'm  griey'dy  all  prove  not  good  and  juft. 

Who  from  my  loins  do  fpring.^ 
But  glad  to  fee  he  fprings  ^om  me, 

That's  Zion's  bleffcd  King.       ^  ' 

5  A  King  that  favcs  U!^  from  our  foes, 

In  hearts  rules  by  his  might ; 
With  his  juft  laws  let  all  men  clofe, 

Obey  him,  it's  his  right.  ... 

6  Although  my  houfe  be  not  with  God 

Such  as  it  ought  to  be  j 
Yet  he  hath,  thro'  MeiTiah's  blood, 
A  cov'nant  made  with  me. 
y  A  covenant  which  life  doth  bring,  ^ 

And  evermore  endure. 
Well  ordered  in  ev'iy  thing, 
With  promifes  moft  fure  t 
8  My  heart's  dcfire  is  towards  it, 
'Tis  my  falvation,  f 

Altho^  he  doth  not  come  as  yet 
For  to  rrdre(s  what's  wrong.  '  /      * 


9  But  BeliaVs  tons  who  are  his  foes, 
God  fmite  them  will  in  ire. 
He'll  them  confume  who  him  oppofe^ 
Like  thorns  burnt  up  with  £re; 

S  O  N  Gt    VIL 

Ihe  SatnuTtii\3MfH  ovef  death..    From  Job  xix.  aj;.  4^Ci 
I  Cor.  XV,  43.  S3*  Philip,  lii,  ai.  Ezck.  xvi-  14. 

I  THOUGH  on  me  heav^'  trials  tome^  ' 
,  And  djcath's  itroke  go  me  fall, 
My  faith  and  hope  ihall  not  fuccumb. 
But  triumph  e'er  them  alL 
iSt  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives,  . 
Who  pleads  my  caufe  with  God, 
To  fare  each  foul  who  him  believes^ 

He  comes  to  fhed  his  blood.  '^ 

3  Then  for  a  while  he'll  go  away, 

But  will  return  again. 
And  on  the  earth,  at  latter  day, 
Stand  with  a  glorious  train. 

4  Though  in  the  grave  my  body  fall, 

And  worms  do  it  confume, 
Ev'n  ikin'and4cfli,  blood,  bones>  aud  all* 
Yet  death  Fll  overcome. 

5  My  Lord  will  raife  me  from  the  duft, 

He'll  clothe  toy  bones  with  fle(h, 
I'll  fee  my  God  whom  now  I  trud^ 
Which  will  my  foul  refrcih* 

6  That  f]e(h  which  all  cohfumed  was. 

The  very  feme  ihall  rife  j  * 

Yea,  1  will  fee  Chrift's  l(Jvcly  face. 
With  thefe  vaj  very  eyes. 
*l  Though  for  a  time  my  duft  be  loa(hM^ 
Moft  beautiful  ril  be, 
My  mortal  body  (hall  be  cloth'd 
With  immortality* 
8  Like  Chrift's  own  bddjr  I  will  i^mpi 
With  raiment  white  as  light. 
His  comelinefs  is  ever  mine  : 
This  ev'ry  faint  mak^s  bright/ 


SONG    VIIL 

CHRIST'S  %tmms.\an» 

From  PcoT.  wL  27.  to  tbe  end. 
1  WHEN  the  crcatioii  was  begad 
B J  God*8  abnigbtj  hand, 
Tbsa  I,  bis  own  Eteniaf  Son, 
ConcurrM  hi  tbe  comtfaAd. 
1  I  joined  to  b.s  coonfels  wife. 
Loft  mankiod  to  redeem  \^ 
I  was  mj  Fatbes^s  ebief  delist. 
And  I  rejoicM  in  bim. 

3  And  in  tbe  eartb,  when  it  for  man 
Wat  fiamM  with  divine  art  \ 

With  pleafure  I  fore&w  the  Chuicb, 
lu  habitable  part. 

4  Before  tbe  lig^  wat^yfiade  to  (Une, 
My  heart  was  fct  On  man  \ 

yij  thoogbts,  from  all  ctexnitj, 
On  bit  (alvation  ran. 

5  Tbe  forefight  of  mens  mifcrj^ 
Made  me  engage  for  them 

To  be  theic  help  \  for  my  delig^tf 
Were  with  tbe  fens  of  m^n. 

6  O  children,  then  to  me  give  ear  ; 
Th^re  bleft  mjr  ways  that  cbnle : 

Be  wife,  and  my  inftruaion  bear  ^ 
P  Tbey*re  fools  who  it  refiife. 

^  7  Bleft  is  tbe  man  that  bears  my  word, 

|i  And  dotb  attend  my  gates  \ 

^  Who  watchfully  looks  for  the  Lord^ 

S  And  at  his  door-pofb  waits. 

',  8  Bleft  is  tbe  man  that  fiodetb  me» 

With  me  be^  live  above. 
And  have,  thro*  all  eternity, 
God^t  favour  and  bis  love. 
9  But  hit  own  feul  be  dotb  ii^are. 
Who  (light*  my  offers  free; 
And  tbofe  who  hate  my  procegU  puce. 
Court  death  eternally. 


Scrtfrnff-Satigt* 


S  ON  G    IX. 

Fxom  SoIomon^s  Son^jr,  chap.  i.   Being  a  Dialogue  hetwixi 
CHRIST  aWi6/xSnMrss; 

I  LIKE  fweeteil  oiatment  finells  thy  name. 
Dear  JESUS,  unto  mc. 
Hence  virgin-fouls  fend  out  a  flame 
Of  holy  love  to  the'e. 
%  O  draw  me,  and  we^l  run  to  thee  \ 
Bled  King,  thou  didil  me  bring 
Into  thy  chamber,  hence  will  we 
In  thee  rejoice  and  £ng. 

3  More  than  the  tafta  of  richeft  win«» 

Thy  love  think  on  we  will  5 

Moft  coftly  was  thy  love-defiga  \ 

The  upright  lovr  thee  (fill. 

4  Tell  me,  good  Shepherd,  whom  I  love, 

Where  thy  dear  /heep  ace  fed  j 
Shew  me  the  paths  wherein  they  movCi 
And  where  they  find  a  fliadt. 
^5  Leave  me  not  in  a  wandering  courlei 
Like  thofe  who  lofe  their  waf  ; 
With  flocks  of  thy  competitots 
Let  me  not  go  afEray. 
Christ. 

6  Art  thou  bewihier^i)  my  fair  oiie> 

And  canft  not  find  thy  refl  ? 
Come,  foilow  my  dire&ion^ 
V\\  fliew  thee  what  is  Bei!. 

7  In  footfteps  of  my  flock  go  on„ 

The  Oiepherds  tents  keep  nigh  \ 
Thy  kids  and  young  ones  bring  afong, 
So  thou  (halt  meet  with  me* 
S  r  0  u  s  iii, 
%  While  at  his  table  fits  the  King, 
My  fpikenard  fmelleth  fweet : 
My  graces  languilhing  db  fpring,^ 
With  this  Sun^s  quickening  heat. 
9  Dear  Jefus,  as  a  buncH  of  myrrh. 
Shall  in  my  bofom  lie  \ 
To  lodge  with  me  he*ll  not  demur. 
While  nightly  ihades  ^o.  ftaj. 


491  Serffg^Satitf* 

SONG    X. 

FrOB  Song.  iii.  i.  to  9* 

Cb  k  1 1  t. 
I  I  AM  the  Roie  of  Sharon's  fields 
The  Lily  of  the  vale  ; 
I  C^cttntb  and  delight  do  yield, 
When  earthly  glories  fail, 
a  As  lilies  fliine  amidft  the  thomsi 
So  doth  my  love  the  bride' 5 
The  daughters  want  What  her  adonis, 
Thoogh  they  live  by  her  fide* 
S  p  o  o  s  X. 

3  As  th*  apple  tree  doth  far  excel 

The  foreift's  barren  growth  ; 
So  my  Love  out(hines  mortals  all,'  ' 
I'hough  in  their  blooming  youths 

4  Under  his  ihade,  with  great  delight, 

I  fat  down  for  to  reft  ; 
I  found  iblace,  his  heavenly  fruit 
Was  fweet  unto  my  taile. 

5  He  brought  me  to  his  houfe  of  wine. 

My  faintings  to  allay  j 
The  banner  of  his  love  divine 
O'er  me  he  did  difplay. 

6  Bring  ftrength'ning  flagons  unto  me, 

With  cordials  from  above  ^ 
Fetch  me  fweet  apples  from  the  tree. 
For  1  am  fick  of  love. 

7  When  thus  my  fainting  foul  did  cry 

For  grace  me  to  u'phqld, 
My  tender-hearted  Lord  drew  nigh^ 
His  arms  me  did  infold. 

8  All  things  without  me  and  withirT, 

I  charge  to  ftand  in  awe, 
To  wake  or  grieve  my  love  with  firii 
Left  from  me  he  withdraw. 

9  Though  grievM,  he  doth  return  to  me^ 

For  lo  !  his  voice  I  hear, 
O^er  hiiis  of  guilt  him  leap  I  fee^ 
My  mourning  foul  to  che^r. 

10  He  baftes  to  me  like  hart  or  roe. 

Our  dark  walls  he  makes  light  ^ 
Through  lattices  himfelf  doth  (hoW| 
With  icoroelinefs  mioft  bright. 


SONG    XI. 
From  Song  li.  lo.  to  the  end. 

1  RISE  op  faid  Chrift,.Ti^y,jfaiMa  o?w,  . 

Come  thou  away  to  mc  ;       , 
The  winter-llornis  of  wrath  ase  gon^, 

I  bore  them  all  for  thee^..      .  ^     r.    - 

2  From  barren  ;jround  the  fiow'rs  do.fprUl^ 

Men  hear  the  turde^s  voice  ;.  ' 

The  drooping;  birds  be;;in  to  fing. 

And  fad  hearts  to  rcjujce.  ;  \    . 

J  Young  fig$  and  grapes  do  now  appear. 

And  yield  a  fw.ttt  perfume  j  •  -  .  . 

The  heavenly  vine  faint  hearts  doth  cheer. 
Rife  up,  my  love*  and  come. 
4  My  dove  that  lodgeii  in  the  rock^ 

In  cleftfi  of  my  deep  wounds  ^  '  . 

And  doft  to  me  in  fecret  took. 
When  in  thee  grief  abounds: 
j  Lift  UDtk|^  face  and  voice  to  196  ; 
Thcle  pbafe  jnine  eye  ?nd  ear  j 
Thy  graces  all  I  love  to  fee,  .  j 

Thy  voice  of  prayer  to  hea*,  ... 

6  Take  us  the  foxes,  whofe  de&gns 

Are  vineyards  to  ^nnoy, 
The  little  foxes,  which  the  vincf  f   »  . 

And  tender  grapes  dellroy<* 
S  p  o  u  s  s. 

7  My  Love  is  mine,  my  £»i|l*s  delight,  , 

And  I  am  alfo  his  ;  ,    .     ^ 

Among  his  faints,  thofq  lilies  wUte,  uo  It 

His  place  of  feeding  is :  ,. ,  ,. 

jB  There  he  abides  till  break  of  day, 

When  (hadows  all  (hall  flee  ; 
Till  then,  come  like  a  hart  o^^ioe, 

O'er  Bclhcr  hilU  to  mc. 


SONG     XJL 
From  Song  iii.  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  lu 

d  p  o  V  5  E. 

1  ALL^s  dark  wben  Jefits  lucki  Us  face, 

Nifrht-lbadei  Ml  ^at  vpo«  \ 
Dc&rtion  is  a  weary  cafe,    - 
When  Chriil  mj  Law  i<  |^e. 

2  I  en  my  bed  mj^  lofs  did  mind, 

I  fi>iight  kim  tkiM  «l«ne  ^ 
My  drowfy  fearck  him  did  wot  ^fiod; 
Vain  was  my  ilotkfat  moan. 

3  Y\\  n(e,  and  round  the  cicy  ^ 

Tkfongh  ftrec«§,  fcfoad-way«,  ««d  laaei  ^ 
This  way  I  fought  my  Love»  ^ut  to ! 
Soccefsleli  were  my  patn«. 

4  The  city  watchmen  fooiid  me  euity 

Their  dodlrine  twidi'd  my  cafe  : 
Alr«  whereas  he  f  Can  you  Mfie  my  doiftit  ? 
None  of  them  brougnkc  m€  «8le, 

5  When  means  and  dufiec  ptw^d  ibi  weak, 

Beyond  them  all  I  faft  :  -jk-    -^ 

When  I  ibme  fteps  fram  tkcm  did  make^?!    ** 
I  found  my  Love  at  laA.  *' 

6  I  him  embraced,  and  held  bim  htt^ 

Till  once  1  got  him  bfougbt 
Into  my  mother^s  dwellings  ^vaUe, 
To  flrengtben  what  he  brought. 

7  Since  he's  come  in,  I  do  y«u  ckai^e. 

Who  Salem^s  daughters  are, 
3y  rocs  and  hinds  whicli  mi  -at  large. 
Our  joys  you  do  not  mar. 

8  Let  fin  or  eaob  no  motion  ^ake. 

For  to  difturb  his  reft  i 
Let  none  prefume  my  Xome  4o  ifake. 
Until  tt  pleafe  him  bell. 

9  O,  Zion's  daughters,  aSi  g«  foitk, 

Behold  king  Sulomon, 
Ev'n  Chrift  our  King,  of  higher  worth. 
Wearing  his  glorious  crown  j 

10  Wherewith  his  mother  crownM  his  head. 
On  his  efpoufal  day, 

That  day  on  which  his  heart  was  gUd^ 
Jiim  loTc  and  praifis  for  ay^. 


SONG.  XIIL 

From  Songiv.  %  8^  p^  i(^  ir,  i3,  x6k 

Cimrst. 
1  THOU  art  all  fair  when  in  thy  drcfs^ 
My  lovr,  thov'rt  fair  to  me  ^ 
When  cldthed  with  my  righteoufnefs. 
No  fpot  is  feeii  in  thee* 
%  My  fpoufe^  coMf  off  from  LehmDo, 
And  mounts  of  vanity  : 
Let  all  the  world's  tUcetts  akne. 
And  come  alongft  with  wok. 

3  By  {aith  loolc  frpm  AmaaaH  tof, 

Shenir  and  Hennon  fair  \ 
From  dens  of  prey,  behold  with  hope 
The  land  beyond  compare.    * 

4  My  fpoufe,  thou  doft  my  lov*  vahance, 

And  draw^ft  my  heart  to  thee, 
With  thy  neck-chaiQSy  and  with  n  ^hnod 
Of  thy  i|B&ririiig  eye. 

5  Thy  Iffire  tp  me  more  gtateftil  is, 

Than  wine  of  any  kind ) 
Thy  graoi^  more  than  fragrant  (^cm 
Acceptance  with  me  find. 

6  Thy  lips  drop  fweet  >  and  from  fSnj  tongnif  . 

J>o  milk  and  honey  flow  : 
Thy  garments  ifmkl  as  Lebanon, 
Which  I  on  thee  beilow« 
}  A  garden  fair,  ineiosVl  by  grace. 
My  fpoufe  thou  art  tft  nie  | 
.  I  chusM  thee  from  the  wildemefi^ 
With  fine  fpringa  fumifti'd  thc«* 
S  p  o  u  s  I. 

8  If  I  thy  gardtfa?he»  O  Lord, 

Caufe  heaven'^  wind  awake^ 
Sweet  ^ck'ning  gakt  to  me  tBoi^^ 
My  graces  lively  msd&e. 

9  Sharp  northern  blafb  fend  to  coonACCj^ 

And  caufe  the  fouth  wind  blow  $ 
With  breathihgf  warm  affift  my  aintsf 
And  make  my  fbices  How. 
Vot.  IIU  3  R 
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4§6  Spiri/tsa/Song/k 

19  Then  let  my  Love  hw  prefeoce  fweet 
■  ^  Unto  his  ^^arden  f^Mnt, 

L  That  he  may  «"at  hi*  ptrafant  fruit, 

Which  he  himfelf  did  plant. 

SONG     XlVi 
From  Song  r.  i,  2,  5^44  .     ^ 

C  H  R  1  S  T. 

1  My  Spouff,  to  anfwer  thee  I*m  come  TI     ] 

ln*o  my  garden  fair  j  : 
My  myrrh  and  fpice  of  fweet-  perftime^ 
With  pleafure  I  doHiare* 

2  On  honey,  wine,  and  milk  I  feaft^ 

All  fnrnds^  come  eat  with  me,  ' 

And  drink  my  wine  of  heavenly  taAe,  "  j 

Yea,  drink  abundantly.  ^  | 

Spouse.  « 

3  While  Chrift  invites,  my  foul  prevails  } 

Yet  fomething  wakes  in  me,  : 

*      To  hearken  to  Chrifl's  knocks  and  callsy  j 

His  voice  fpeaks  pfcfBngly.  J 

^         ,                           Christ..'                      >..  ,                               ij 

4  Open  to  me,  my  Father^  child  ;  .' 

Open  to  me,  my  love  5 

Open  to  me,  my  undefiFd  } 

Open  to  me,  my  dove. 

5  From  love  Pm  landing  at  thy  door^ 

Thy  heart  cad  open  (bon  ^ 
A  midnight  (how'r  of  wrath  1  bore, 
To  five  thee  when  undone. 
Spouse. 

6  I  am  undrefs'd,  and  reft  is  fweet, 

From  bed  I  cannot  nfe  5 
How  {hall  I  now  defile  my  feet  ?  "  .   j 

Thus  floth  did~~me  entice. 

7  By  the  key-hole  j  my  well  belovM 

His  hand  of  pow'r  put  in  ; 
So  that  my  bowels  all  were  mov'd, 
For  being  ungrate  to  him.  .. 
,  8  When  1  roua'd  up,  obey'd  his  knocks 

My  hands  dropt  plea&ntly  ' 
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Witli  oil  of  myfrfe,  l^ft'on  Oie  lock  > 
Which  made  the  b^tt  to  fly-' 

9  To  mv  bclovM  I  openM  faft, 

Who  to  my  grief  was  g^nc  I  * 

I  fainted,  when  his  fpceches  paft 
I  mournfully  thought  on. 

10  I  fought  him  then  with  carefulnefs*,     . 

'  But  found  he  could  not  be  :  ■  ••      ^ 

I  callM  on  him  in  this  diftrefs. 
He  did  not  anfwer  me.  ' 

zi  The  watchmen  who  do  go  their  roiiads, 
.-..     And  keep  the  city- wall, 

AbusM  me    and^di^il  give  me  wouinlfy 
And  tore  away  my  veil. 

^  O  N  G    XV. 

^  DiALOotJE  betwixt  the  Spouse  and  Saugheri  of  JV* 
rv/a/em^  from  Song  v.  8.  t§  the  end.     , 

Spouse.  , 

1  O  Salem^$  race,  if  you  him  find, 

I  charge  y«u  tell  my  cafe  ^ 
I'm  fick  of  love,  fore  pain'd  iia  mind,  .   . 
He  only  can  me  eafe. 

DAUGHTEllS.r 

2  O  faircft  one,  we  fain  would  know^ 

The  obje^  of  thy  love ; 
What  charms  he  hath,  that  thou  doft  fo, 
Prize  him  all  men  above. 
Spouse. 

3  My  love  is  white  and  rud^y  too, 

The  chief  of  thoufands  ten  y    > 
His  innocence  and  fufF'rlngs  do  ^o- 

Him  beautify  to  men. 

4  His  bleffed  head  doth  far  exce!(      -■    ^ 

The  gold  that  is  raoft  fine, 
His  locks  are  black  and  curled  veil, 
They  raven-Iike  do  (hine. 
^  His  eyes  are  like  the  eyes  of  doves, 
When  they  in  flocks  arc  met 
Near  water-flreams,  which  they  do  loye^ 
'    Milk«wafhM  and  fitly  fct. 
3  R^ 
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6  His  cbeeks  are  Hke  the  (W««teft  flatf^Vi^ 

And  beds  where  fpicei  groit  j 
His  lips  like  lilies  are,  fratn  whcn^ 
Sweet  fmelling  myrrh  4olh  flo'v^*   • 

7  As  rings  of  gold  with  hcrylfet^ 

So  do  bis  hands  app^r  ^  . 
His  belly  bright  as  iv'ry 

Overlaid  with  fappfaices  cle^r* 

8  His  legs  like  marble  piUafS  ajre. 

Which  on  gold  fockets  weol,   • 
Like  Lebanon,  hk  faee  iar  feir. 

As  cedars  excellent*  a ,     ,      . 

p  His  mouth  that  atdieft  fwtet  pt^mfibs^  .     | 

To  evVy  faint  is  fweet  :....,,....'.  i 

Yea,  he  all  over  lovely  i»,  -l 

View  him  from  head  to  fcet 
JO  O  daughters  of  Jeru^lem, 
^       ^hi«  is  Qiy  Loye  and  Fdeod, 
Fpr  whom  none  can  deviJTe  a  name,  ^ 

Or  proper  emblems  find. 

SONG    XVL 

The  Dt  AhOGffK  cofitinatd.     ftyngiri* 

DiiUGHTfe  t  f.  I 

:f  O  Faiireft  bride,  we  fein  would  know,  j 

Where's  thy  beloved  gone  ?  Ij 

Tell  us  that  we  with  thee  may  ^,  j 

To  feek  this^  matchlefs  one.  P 

SpousB,  '" 

2  My  love  is  gone  to  hcav^'n  above, 

Yet  doth  he  cpndefcend  .    i 
To  come  into  his  garden  here, 

And  beds  of  fpice  attend.  ■ 

3  In  meetings  of  his  faints  he"^  found,  ^                                        ^ 

Thefe  gardens  of  delight, 
He's  there  to  bring  them  rich  fiipplies^  i 

And  gather  lilies  white.  '.  I 

4  To  my  beloved  I  belong. 

And  my  belovM  to  itoe  ;  j 

fo  feed  among'  tthc  Ifly  ilow'rs,  I 

Great  pleafure  taketh  he. : 


/ 


Chat  ST. 

5  O  who  is  Qie  that  lookclh  forlk. 

Like  to  th«  noaftiof  li^bt  > 

When  it  darts  out  to  chafe  away 

The  darknefs  of  the  aigbt* 

6  Fair  as  the  moon,  cleat  aa  the  fite^- 

With  dazzltog  beams  atr^y 'd  ; 
Yet  like  an  army  terrible, 

With  banners  all  difplay^d  *-         •  Chap,  v'u  10- 

7  She  comes  up  from  the  wiklemefs 

She  walks  and  alwayt  leans 
On  her  beloved  \  for  her  heart 
From  all  things  elfc  (ht  weaqa^ 

SONG    XVII. 

Christ's  Jufferings  for  uu  -  Fiom  Ifa.  Uii, 
I 
I  WHO  hath  bclieVd  the  faithful  word. 
Which  we  to  men  declare  ? 
Who  feels  the  arm  of  God  the  Lord 

Difplayed  and  made  bare  ?  ^ 

:^  MelTiah^  Ifkc  a  weak  plant  jiffowf, 
A  root  from  grouodi  theft's  dcy^ 
No  outward  beauty  he  aflumes, 
To  draw  the  carnal  e)«. 

3  Rejeded  and  defpisM  is  he,. 

Through  iinners  unbelief; 
A  man  of  forrows  all  his  days. 
And  well  acquaint  wkU  g(icf« 

4  We  hid  our  faces  when  he  casie^ 

To  take  our  wrathful  lot  \ 
DefpisM  he  was,  and  put  t«  (haaae^ 
And  we  efteem'd  him  not. 

5  Of  griefs  and  (brrows  all  his  time^ 

For  us  he  bore  the  load  y 
But  ah,  we  judgM  that  for  his  ciime^ 
He  Cnitten  was:  of  God. 

6  But  he  for  our  tranfgreflions 

Was  wounded  and  abused,. 
His  foul  for  our  iniquities 
Moft  grievoufly  was  btfuisM* 

7  On  him  was  laid  our  chaftifemenl^ 

<  By  which  our  peace  \t  fealM  2 
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Sharp  bloody  ftripcs  h^  underwent, 
Whereby  our  wounds  are  h^alM. 
S  All  we  like  (he ep  from  GoH  have  ftray'd, 
And  d*d  ovir  own  way?  chufc  5  - 
And  tbcfe  our  fins  God  on  httn  laid, 
Which  love  wouW  not  refufc. 
9  OpprefsM  and  wrongM  our  Surety  ftood, 
Accufed  of  untruth  5 
To  flaughter  went  he  as  a  Lamb, . 
And  openM  not  his  mouth. 
to  Before  the  (hearcrf,  like  a  (heep» 
I  He  dumb  and  filent  lies ;       "^         :     "        *     '. 

I  He  meekly  goes  thro*  wateri  deep, 

Without  repining  cries- 
.  U  His  foal  in  traveling  anguifh  lics,^ 
His  pains  were  multiply!d.j 
But  when  the  bleffed  fruit  he  fees 
He  is  well  fatisfyM. 

SONG    XVIII. 

Ut  Thanksgiving  f^r  Redeeming  Lovt  2 
from  Rom,  v.  and  Heh.  xiiu 

t  WHEN  we  were  deftitute  of  ftrength 
Ourfelves  to  help  and  fare  j 
For  the  ungodly,  Chrift,  at  length. 
His  life  a  ranfom  gave, 
a  Scarce  any  for  a  righteous  man 
Will  dare  his  life  to  flake  j 
And  for  a  good  man  it  were  much 
'  Such  an  exchange  to  make* 

3  But  God  his  matchlefs  love  commends^ 
When  his  moft  glorious  Son 
Dy'd  for  us  while  unrighteous, 
Vile  finners,  and  undone* 
'   4  Since  by  his  blood,  Chrifl:  us  from  fin 
Doth  juftify  and  free. 
Then  furely  from  the  wrath  to  cbme» 
We  ever  fafe  (hall  be. 
5  If  Chrift  for  enemies  to  God 
Did  die  to  end  the  ftrife  ; 


Mutli  more  when  reconciled  thus,  ' 

Hc'U  favc  u*i'by  his  life. 
d  Yea  more  than  fo,  wc  joy  in  ^od. 

Thro'  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ; 
The  great  atonement  wc  receive, 

And  fo  obey  his  word. 

7  Now  he  that's  Lord  of  quick  and  dead, 

The  God  of  love  a'nd  peace, 
That  from  the  grave  brou;j;ht  Chrift  our  Hea^, 
And  him  to  life  did  raift*  j 

8  Who,  as  the  Shepherd  great  and  good,  ' 

His  life  for  us  did  grant, 
And  did  eftablifh  with  his  blood, 

Th'  eternal  covenant ;  '    - 

9  May  he  in  us  his  work  fulfill, 

Till  he  us  per  fed  make, 
Still  ftreDgth'ning  us  to  do  his  wUl 

For  our  Redeemer's  fake  j 
ZO  And  work  in  us  what  his  word  fays, 

Is  pleaiing  him  before  ;  ;    ^^ 

Thro'  Jefui  Chrift,  to  whom  be  praife, 

And  glory  evermore. 

.   SONG    XIX. 

Matchljbss  Love  in  the  Gi9t  of  Chuit  t 
From  yobfiiiu  14.  W  17, 

1  O  W6nDROUS  divine  love  to  men  I 

When  wrath  'gainft  us  did  fwrll, 
God  took  our  nature,  b  re  our  guilty 
To  fave  our  fouls  from  hell. 

2  As  ])iIofes  in  the  wilderncfs^ 

Did  li^t  high  on  a  pole 
A  brazen  ferpeat,  for  ftung  men 
To  view  and  be  made  whole  5 

3  So  Jefus  Chrift  the  Antitype^  i 

Was  Jifted  up  on  high 
Upon  the  crofs,  that  wounded  fouls 
Might  look  and  healed  be. 

4  And  there,  he  fay(>,  whoe'er  believes  .    " 

la  him  unfeignedly, 


5<U  Ser^in^f^Simgtm 

Shall  never  petiih  in  their  fi«. 

But  live  eternally. 

5  God  lovM  the  world  fo^  as  to  ^?e 

His  Son  to  dwell  in  clay. 
And  difi  that  all  who  in  him  traft. 

Might  live  with  God  for  ajr,  ' 

6  Good  news !  that  Chrift  there  twice  dtelatet^ 

All  who  in  believt 
Are  fafie  horn  he}l,  and  ever  flial! 
With  God  in  heaveji  live  j 

7  And  that  his  Son  God  did  not  fend 

A  loft  world  to  condemn  } 
But  by  his  blood  he  did  intend 

To  fave  condemned  men*  / 

S  Believers  all  with  Chrift  Aall  live; 

And  ne'er  condemned  be  ^ 
The  broken  law  lie  fatisfied. 

Them  for  to  juftify- 

9  Bot  vengeance  juft  for  ever  ll6s 

On  all  the  rebel  race,  i 
Who  God's  eternal  Son  defpife^ 
And  fcorn  his  •flferM  grace* 

10  Obey  Chrift's  call,  who  fates  the  loft, 

Serve  God  that's  One  in  Thtte  ^ 
To  Father,/  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft 
Giire  f  raiic  eternally. 

SONG    XX* 

God's  Love  in  Christ  unu/t^mbUi   Fr^m  Roflft*  im*  $i* 
c         la  sBi  tnd. 

I  GOD's  l6ve  in  Chrifl  traafeendi  our  thovghtf^ 

In  faving  men  from  woe  ) 
If  God  's  for  us,  and  ifta^  our  imtA^ 

Who  then  can  be  our  foe  ? 
£  S|nce  God  for  us  fpar'd  not  his  Sob, 

But  gave  him  up  to  die  \ 
His  leffer  gifts  hc'U  not  rafttfa. 

Nor  ought  that's  good  deny. 
3  Who  fhall  God's  eled  ones  arraifn^ 

Whom  God  hath  juftificd  > 


Or  wiio  fhall  dare  thbfe  to  cond^mn^ 
For  whom  this  Surety  dy'd  ? 

4  Chrift  dy'd  for  us  5  yea,  in  his  lovcj 

He  rofe  up  for  our  fake, 
And  doth  at  God's  right  hand  for  us 
Still  interceffion  make. 

5  Who  from  Chrift's  love  fhall  us  divide  I 

Shall  trouble  or  diflrefs  ? 
Shall  perfecution  or  the  fword. 
Famine  or  nakednefs  ?  - 

6  Nay,  oV  all  thefe  tnre  triumph  fhall^ 

With  the  celeftial  powers  J 
Thro'^Jefus  Chrift 's  victorious  love, 
We're  more  than  eonquerors* 

7  I  am  perfuaded,  ddath,  nor  life, 

Nor  principalities, 
Nor  finite  powers,  nor  prefent  thihgs, 
Nor  yet  futurities :  r 

%  No  height,  no  depth,  n6  treatttre  ihall 
Pifiblve  the  twifted  cord 
Of  mutual  love  'twixt  God  and  us,  " 
In  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

9  Unchangeable  is  love  divine. 

Time  makes^t  not  decay  $ 
For  thofe  whom  once*  the  Lord  doth  love, 
He  them  doth  love  for  ay* 

10  From  love,  great  iiicreies  us  thou  giv'ft, 

But  one  we'll  fingof  ftill  * 
Eternal  thanks  to  God  for  Chrift, 
His  Gift  unfpeakable* 

s  o  Nx;  XXL  ;  ^ 

Thanksgiving  for  Goo's  free  love  in  and  tbfougb 
Christ,  from  Eph,  i.  3,  &c«  £ph.  iii«  18.  &c« 

I  Blefttfc  Chrift*s  God,  aiid  Father  dear, 

For  all  our  heavenly  fare  j  . 

In  Chrift  be  hath  enriched  us. 

With  fp'ritual  bleflings  rare. 
^  In  love  he  chofc  us  in  his  Son, 

Before  the  world  he  madey 

Vol.  IIL  3  S         ..  ..u.     . 
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%  Who  litth  bcgptUn  as  i^n 
Uoto  a  lirdy  hope. 
By  Chxift  his  rifing  ffom  the  Jcad, 
Of  £uth  the  bleffed  prop. 

3  For  by  it  we  are  well  Ceeor'd 

Of  an  inheritance, 
That^s  sot  corrupted  nor  dcfil'df 
Nor  fades  by  any  chaace  ;    . 

4  Which  is  for  tts  in  hear^n  refenrM, 

And  we  are  kept  for  it. 
By  the  almighty  power  of  God, 
Thro*  faith,  tiU  we  be  fit 

5  For  that  falvation  glorious. 

To  be  rcvealM  at  lafl, 
Of  which  we  wait  to  be  poffeft, 
*  When  rime  and  days  are  pafi* 

6  In  this  bleft  hope  we  do  rejoice,   .. 

Tho*  for  a  time  we  need  . 
^   Here  to  be  kept  in  heavinelsi 
Thro'  trials  muUipiied. 

7  Our  faith  more  pce^ious  than  gold. 

By  fire  is  tried  here,. 
That  unto  praife  it  may  be  found. 
When  Jefus  doth  appear* 

8  This  Jefus,  thojigh  unfeen,  we  love. 

In  him  believing  ftiU  i'  ...  ^ 

Which  yields  us  jpy  uDfpeakable,     :        [  v  ;.' 

That  is  of  glory  full. 

9  When  Jefus  comes,  wC' (hall  receive  . 

The  bleft  end  of  our  faith  j   .       -^ 
£v*n  the  falvation  of  our  ibuls^ 
FrocurM  us  by  his  death. 

SONG    XXIV/. 

The  Son  ofK^oDmanifefted:  From  I  John  iii.  i.  2,  &.c* 

J  BEHOIiP  how  matchlels  is  that  love 
The  Father  b^th  bcftow'd. 
On  men,  that  we  (hould  be  adopt, 
And  calPd  the  fons  9f  God  ! 
^  His  image  he  makes  us  to  bear. 
As  fons  of  heavenly  birth  ^   . 
This  dignity  exalts  us  far       . 
Above  the  kings  on  e«rth^  ^  - 
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3  Tho*  now  the  world  doth  us  not  koowy         . 

As  Cbrifl'  it  never  knew  ; 
Yet  God  doth  own  us  as  his  fons. 
We're  changM  and  bom  alh^w. 

4  And  what  we  (hall  hereafter  be^  ; 

It  doth  not  yet  appear  5        '  « 

Bttt  this  we  know,  when  Chrift  (hall  come,  .  -   '^  'ii 
We  (hall  his  likenefs  bear : 

5  For  we  (hall  fee  him  ast  he^is,  '  h    ' 

And  like  htm  (hihe  fuUbright : 
We  then  come  near  o)ir.gloriqus  Sun,^  ,,      . 
From  whom  we  have  our  light.  ,     :.-  ,     • 

6  As  Chrift  is  holy,  fo  muftw^- 

All  who  hope  for  that  hour  \ 
Themfelves  will  a]fo.  puri£e,  :  " 

Ashe,  the  Xord,  if  p^re. 

7  Let's  here,  as  ilrangers,  follow  peace,. 

And  walk  with  one  accord  >         ; 
And  always  (ludy  holinefs,  ;     .  »  . 

As  we  would  fee  the  Lord*  ' 

8  No  eye  hath  feen,'nor  ear  hatli^Jieardy  .        - 

No  heart  can  thidgs  above';  ..... 

Conceive,  which  J efo& hath  pfepar'd  ». 
For  them  who  do  him  love. 

'  SOy^G     XXV. 

Tbeg/orious  Trinity  adored^  and  Christ's  Lovk  extoflei. 
From  Rev.  i.  4,  5,  is^c.  Rev.  iv.  8.  6*r. 

1  MAY  we  have  grace  and  peace  from  God, 

The  glorious  One-  in  Three,  • 
Who  us  created  and  redeemed, 
And  us  doth  fan£Hfy  i 

2  Ev'n  from  the"  father,  who  (till  wa?, 

Who  is,  and  ftill  (hall  be, 
And  from  the  fev'nfold  working  Sp'nt, 
Before  his  Throne  on  high  ; 

3  From  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  witnefs  true. 

And  firft-born  from  the  dead, 
Who  of  all  earthly  kings  and  powers 
Is  Prince  and  ruling  Head  \ 

4  To  this  great  Lord,  that  fo  lovMrneUi 

Such  loathfome  men  as  we. 


^ 
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As  wa(h  Qs  in  hFs  pTeci<m«  blooj. 
Our  fouls. from  fin  to  Tree. 
5  To  him,  who  made  u^  klag^  Mi4  pnefts^ 
To  God  his  father  high, 
Be  glory  and  dominlooy  -  •      v 

Through  all  eternity. 
(  Behold  he  comes  t^ith  flving  clomls^ 
Him  ev^ry  eye  (hall  fee. 
And  unbelievers  who  hinr  plettfM,.' 
Shall  wail  moft  bitterly. 
7  BttC  let  believers  Kit  thetiF  heaifi  '  '^  \ 

With  joy,  to  fee  and  he«r,     '    ' 
For  then  complete  redettfftion 
To  them  is  very  near, 
t  The  h6fts  above  their  homli^^  pa^^,  '    ^ 
And  crowns  cafl  to  the  gHtoM^'  ■^,  - 

They  never  cerfe  by  night  nor  da^, 
Thefe  praifes  to  refonod  : 

9  •*  O  holy,  holy,  holy  Lord, 

Almighty  God  alone,         

Who  ever  was,  and  alib  i^, 
And  ever  is  to  come  \ 

10  All  glory,  pow^,  rfodhttioAfftill,  • 

Thou*rt  worthy  to  reccit'c  y    -   •  ' 
All  things  were  made  to  pleafe  thy  will, 
And  by  thy  pleafitre  live. 

11  Moft  worthy  Lamb,  aft  thou  (they  iing) 

To  be  adored  thus  j 
Let  with  thy  praife  heavVs  manfions  ring^ 
For  thou  wail  flain  for  us*^* 

SONG    XXVL 

Hje  Lamb  that  wasjlain  eternally  eUtnhid^    Froni.iUT»  ▼• 

I  THE  heavenly  hofls  and  elders  join, 
To  bow  before  the  Lamb^ 
With  golden  harps  and  fweeteft  tunes^ 
I'hey  trumpet  forth  his  fame* 
S  They  cry,  *•  O  Father,  who  Ihall  look 
Into  thy  fecrct  will  \ 
Worthy  the  Lamb  to  take  the  book^ 
And  open  ct'xy  fcal» 


3  Thou'rt  fit  God^  oyrAY»«  ^p  *we^  ,,r~  r .        .  , 

For  tiiou  w»ft  jiau)  for,  w$, 

And  thy  bV>9fi  pofc^'d  U9  jtg  God, 
Which  thou  Q^ed'St  on  the  croft.   • 

4  From  evVy  nation,  l^ji^'r^,  tpngta^f 

Thy  precious  bloQ4 1M  bought  (         . 
Well  thou  dcfcrv'ft  oux  praifiug  ^00^^,    . 
Who  us  {alvation  brought.  .„  -,   . 

5  Uoto  the  Lamb  that  opce  w^$  ^i4^, 

Be  endlels  prai&f  giv^u^ 
By  all  that  dwell  up^^  |)ie  ptcx^ 

And  all  the  )xoft9  p£  )^y  V  i 

6  Thou  haft  us  r^u^^mM  f^lxh.  ^y  bloo^t.  /  ^     . 

And  fet  us  prisoners  free  ^ 
Thou  mak*fl  1:^  kiug^  and  priejtslp  Qo4 

And  we  (hall  reigi^.^f^h  thce*'^      .  .      .   -;,  ..  t  . 

7  Let's  join,  i^hile  hrrp^  «*ur  cbe^ful  fopg^,  . ,   ,.   j 

With  hoit»  aropp4  ^Vi?  thsooCt^       .,.  .; 
Ten  thoufand  thoutaa^b  ^rc  their  ^9ngl^r::::^       ..: 
Yet  pU  agree  io  pw:„        '  ;  .     : 

8  "  Worthy  the  Lamb  ii^t  4yM  Obpy  ?rf) 

To  be  exalted  th|i9/'  ....      H 

**  Worthy  the  Lainbf  (U^  ws  reply) 
For  he  wa^  flaip  %  |U« 

9  The  Lamb  is  wor^l^y  %q  refit^wt 

Strqpgth,  wifiloip,  ^ichci,  mgiitf 

EterUal  ho^i^»  we  ^fcribie  » 

To  him,  for  *tis  his  right,  .    .      ■  .  ^ 

10  Let  heaven  and  earth  ignite  iu  Qj^.    . 

To  praifc  the  glpr^^s  n^^mis 
Of  him  that  fits  upon  the  thron^p 
And  to  adore  tl^  J^fiff^W^ 

a  OUG    XXVH. 

j^  view  cf  the  Saints  and  Martt^  iti  H^avex^ 

From  Rev.  viii. 

•  •  \ 

I  LET*S  view  by  faith  the  faints  abotre, 
RedeemM  from  fin  by  Jcfu$*  loye, 
Their  various  tribes,  their  fweet  employ, 
In  raptures  of  eternal  joy.  ♦:•>:. 


'5*^  Scnpiure^dn^t. 

%  The  patriarchs,  with  Jacob's  race, 

Rais'd  up  to  hcav*n  by  6od*s  free  ^ce ! 
With  fongs  they  praife  their  father's  Godi 
Who  led  them  hoipe  the  heavenly  road. 

3  Next,  fee  a  numerous  multitude, 
RedeemM  from  hell  by  Jefus'  blood. 
Prom  ev'ry  nation,  kindred,  tongue, 
Who  fing  an  everlafting  fong. 

4  In  white  robes  clothM  they  all  do  (land, 
With  palms  of  triumph  in  their  hand  : 
•*  Salvation  to  God  on  the  throne, 
(They  cry)  and  to  the  Lamb  his  Son."' 

5  Next  thefe«  come  angels,  and  fall  down, 
Humbly  adoring  Three  in  One  j 

•*  (They  cry,)  Amen,  give  glory,  powV, 
And  thanks  to  God  for  evermore. 

6  But  whence  come  thefe  in  white  who  fhine 
'  All  clothed  with  righteoufne^  divine  } 

Thefe  come  from  fuflPrtngs  great  to  Qod, 
Their  robes  they  waftiM  in  the  Lamb's  blood. 
7 'The  martyrs  trials  now  are  o'er. 
They  fee  God's  face  for  evermore  \ 
The  Lamb  makes  fare  their  heav'nly  blefs } 
They've  faid,  He's  ours,  and  we  are  his. 

8  No  more  the  heat  (hall  then  torment 
Of  fcorching  fun  theyVe  no  complaint  \ 
The  Lamb,  who  (hines  amid  ft  the  throne, 
Shall  be  their  everlafling  Sun. 

9  To  Father,  Son  and  holy  Ghoft,"* 
One  God,  who  faved  us  when  loft. 
Be  everlaHing  glory  gxv'n. 

By  air  on  earth,  and  ail  in  he«ven. 

SONG    XXVHL 

Chmst?s  ViSlory  and  Babylon's  DownfuU. 
From  Rev.-xviii.  and  Rev.  xv.  6v. 

1  BEHOLD,  an  angel  doth  defcend 

With  power  and  glory  great. 
To  earth  he  cornea  for  a  good  end, 

Bleft  tidings  to  relate  > 
A  *  Great  Babylon,  that  did  enthral 

*  The  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 


Scripiuri^ngu  .  '>  ^^^ 

*  The  time  is  come  for  bet  to  fall,    '  ■ 

*  Which  calls  fdr  holy  mirth, 

3  *  Let  heav'ns  be  glad,  with  all  the  faints, 

*  Let  prophets  Jill  rejoice  j 

God  doth  avenge  your  long  complaints}     •    ' 

*  With  praife  lift  up  your  voice. 

4  *  A  milftone's  caft  by  Gabriel,  '   - 

And  in  the  fea  is  drown 'd  5      . 

*  ThiM  terribly  (hall  Babel  fan,  1 
^     *  And  never  more  be  found.^ 

$  Upon  the  fea  of  gkfs  thtey:  ftand. 

The  beaft  who  oirercome,  .  -'  . 

With  harps  of  God  into  their  hand. 
To  celebrate  her  doom. 
C  Thefe  conquerors  do  meet  in  throngs,  ^ 
And  to  Jehovab'i  name, 
They  pleafantly  unite  the  fongs 
Of  Mofci  and  the  Lamb, 
7  By  Mofes  hand,  the  enemy  .  -        ~ 

Did  fink  deep  in  the  flood  j  -.- 

So  drownM  our  fins  are  in  the  fea     -  * 

Of  Jefu8»  precious  blood, 
t  The  conquerors  with  fluent  tongues, 
Chrift*s  honour  will  proclaim, 
In  fweeter  notes  than  Mofes'  fongs, 
They'll  tune  thofe  of  the  Lamb. 
9  All  nations  fliall  to  thee  bow  down. 
And  worfliip  rev'rently, 
When  once  thy  judgments  are  made  knowti, 
Againft  thine  enemy. 
ip  The  hofts  of  6od  with  one  confent, 
Shall  hallelujahs  fing  ^ 
When  the  Lord  God  omnipotent, 
Takes  his  great  powV  to  reign* 
II  At  length  will  end  the  dcviPs  reign, 
.   Over  the  fons  of  men  j 
Let  heav*n  and  earth  rejoice  and  fing. 
With  all  that  dwell  in  them. 

Vol.  IIL  3  T 


SONG    XXIX. 

The  G^n  Nzwi  of  the  Ransom  ofCntivf\  Bti^OQ: 

X  GREAT  pttj  God  Aenif 
To  Gentiles  and  Jews  \ 
He  fent  them  his^ofpel^  to  fadog  thttH  good  QtWfC 
Good  news  to  the  loft» 
.     '  With  raking  ieara  tcAr'd» 

That  found  is  a  Ranfom  in  vU^h  th«y  me7  booft. 

2  A  Ranfett  of  bloody     : 
That  runs  like  a  fload^ 

Their  fins  off  to  can^t  iftho.  God's  lti:W  wilbfiood^ 
News  !  that  Cbrift  was  i^  kidd^ 
When  helFs  pow'rs  combiaM,  . 

To  rout  them,  hr  freely  his  dear  life  refijg^'d* 

3  Blood  ftreamM  fresa  his  ^^tf 

T'  atone  for  qut  pride  \      .     ■     ■ 
Sin  was  th^  tormentor  thaib  him  ccucify'd. 

When  we  have  him  view  My 

With  his  blood  imbra\i» 
May  we  by  this  profped  .gr«t  all  ftb  fiibdu!d| 

4  What  figkl  do  wre  iee  ? 
Chrift  flretchM  on  the  trte, 

For  rebels  as  we  are,  moil  willing  to  die  ! 
Pain&  dreadful  hf  felt» 
I    O  let  our  beasts  meh 
For  fin  that  did  pierce  him,  when  he  bo9f  our  guilt*' 

5  8ince  for  fins  of  men, 
God's  dear  Lamb  was  (lailHi 

Hard  piuft  the  man's  heart  be^  that  yet  foals  no  pmn 

When  the  fiin  did  fm^ 

And  bardeft  rocks  rent. 
Shall  we  be  fo  ftubborny  as  never  velent ! 

6  Our  glorious  Head. 
Our  vidim  was  madsi 

Taheal  us  when  wounded,  his  blood  all  he  (hed. 

In  our  place  he  flood, 

And  pourM  out  his  blood , 
*  Yea,  gives  us  free  accefs  to  that  healing  flood* 

7  Chrift's  fcaft  we'll  attend, 
And  his  loTe  commend| 


We'll  thinlTon  hb  dOl^nngs,  till  our  ^e*rts  do  rend 

His  wotmd^  I^  not  ntn\ 

JAkt  a  hardened  Jew, 
But  when  fet  before  me^  my  grief  1*11  r6ne#. 

SO  N  fr   xXx. 

Jitf  A/in*i/  o^  Cbki^^s  pitted  Feii :  Firotii  Ha.  lii.  7. 

X  HOW  beautiful  ilpeh  thi^  mount ! 
Were  Chrift^s  feet  piercM  on  our  accouiit^ 

Where  he  was  crucify  M  ! 
His  feet,  ihfo'  nai)^  to  the  tree. 
Swift  tidings  bring  to  you  and  me, 

God's  wrath  is  pacifyM. 

5  Tidings  that  Chrid  has  pitrchas'd  peaee, 
With  treaiUres  fufi  of  needful  grace^ 

To  iiipply  all  our  ^ntsj; 
Good  neWs  !  that  he  bath  purchased  roomi        i 
For  evVy  needy  foul  to  come^ 

To  fit  and  feail  with  iainti . 

3  Were  men  at  GodVbar  ftriflly  tlry'd^ 
None  liting  could  be  juftify^d^ 

All  would  be  guilty  found* 
I^rom  juftice  throne  we  finncrs  ily. 
To  Chrifi  our  bleeding  Prieft  on  higbi 

Where  mercy  doth  abound* 

4  tri  Chrift  U  the  proper  mercy-feat, 
Where  we  with  God  may  humbly  treaty 

In  him  God's  fatisfy'd* 
His  blood  hath  juiliee  reeoncil'd. 
Its  flaming  Anrord  hath  quit  the  fields 

juftice  i$  on  our  iide, 
J  Now  God  his  friehdliAefs  to  provci] 
Invites  us  to  a  feaft  of  love, 

A  rich  and  coftly  feaft : 
To  partake  of  the  rareft  food. 
Pardon  and  beace  thro'  his  Son's  bloody 
'         Which  angeli  ne'er  did  tafte^ 

6  Lord,  Jin  the  murderer  here  ftands, 

That  pierc'd  thy  heart,  thy  fedt  and  hands  j 
For  which  I  niourn  and  grie^6; 
3T  2       ^ 
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Lor(ir*^i^e  a  (irong  fouiageous  &ith,  ; 
To  doom  each  darling  luft  to  deaths 
Sin  (hall  no  longer,  live.  . 
*f  This  foe  my  Saviour  betray M,     , 
It  bound  and  haulM  him  to  be  tryM, 
And  raisM  the  furious  cry, 
To  crucify  the  Lord  our  Head ; 
But,  good  news  !  he  rofe  from  the  dead, 
.  .And  pleada  for  ua  on  high. 


S  6  N  G     XXXt. 

TCbe  LAMB'S.  Battl??  /iW  VicrroRr. 

I  THE  Lamb  fought  for  me. 
My  foes  vahquifh'd  he  j 
The  lion  he  conquered,  when  nailM  to  the  tree. 
^  The  Lamb  when  he  fought 
Great  viftory  brought  j 
Our  freedom,  from  bondage  to  Satan,  he  wrought. 
1  The  Lamb  for  us  died, 
He  was  crucifyM  j 
Yet^  when  at  the  lowellr,  helPs  pow*ts  he  dcfy'd. 
He  laj^  in  the  grave,  • 

Our  loft  fouls  to  fave  j         *    ' 
Yet  rofe  as  our  Champion,  moft  valiant  and  brave. 

3  He  fought  aiid  he  fel), 
Yet  overcame  hcU^ 

He  conquered  and  triumphed,  for  fuch  as  rebel. 

He  rofe  for  our  fake, 

And  did  the  earth  (hake ; 
The  devils  and  keepers  to  tremble  did  make. 

4  The  rocks  they  did  rend  j 
Htm  angels  attend  *, 

He  taught  his  difciples,  till  he  did  afcend; 

He  went  up  in  might. 

With  chariots  of  light ; 
A  cloud  him  received,  out  bf  his  friends  fight» 

5  Above  he  did  land  j 

Sits  on  God's  right  hand. 
Our  High-Prieft  and  Sovereign,  all  things  to  command. 


There  he  pleads  on-high^  ,      -  *^ 

Loud  doth  4u5  blood  cry 
For  pardon  to  tb  fianen ,  who  to  him  do  flj* 

6  The  .Lamb's  Judge  of  all^  r. 
The  dead  he  will  call  \ 

All  auft  fland  before  him,  be  they  great  or  fmall* 

His  mercy  is  great  y 

His  blood  paid  our  debt ;    ^ 
He  will  then  abfolve  us,  when  judgment  is  fet« 

7  Of  Chtift  that  did  die. 
But  now  reigns  on  high, 

Our  foBgs,  with  (Weet  mufic,  we'll  fpread  thro^  the  iky. 

With  both  hearts  and  tongues. 

We'll  iing  the  Lamb's  fongs, 
Let  ev'ry  foul  join  us  that  to  him  belongs* 


SONG    XXXII. 

Chust's  SurFER.iif6s,  and^  bis  Lovx  to  Bejlixving  Sovls* 
I 

1  WHEN  Jefus  poor'd  out  bbod  and  tears, 
A  finking  load  of  wrath  he  bears, 

God's  Juflice  to  appeafe. 
A  bloody  robe  for  us  be  wore. 
His  foul  in  pain  did  travel  fore. 

And  all  to  bring  us  cafe* 

2  The  ploughers  his  dear  back  did  plow, 
Their  fcourges  here  long  furrows  drew, 

In  which  hSs  blood  did  run. 
They  him  expos'd  to  all  difgrace, 
They  fpat  upon  his  blefled  £ce. 

His  love  this  did  not  (hun. 

3  He  bore  our  curfe  and  poniihment. 
Shed  blood  till  ev'ry  drop  was  fpent, 

To  ranfom  ills  from  wrath* 
Who  can  his  love  enough  commend  ? 
That  favesjall  criminals  condemned. 

Who  look  to  him  by  faith  ? 

4  From  fin  and  wrath  thou  doft  relieve 
The  chief  of  iinoers,  who  believe  j 

Tby  wounds  do  them  inclofe : 
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Their  fouls  in  thde  thy  fc^^  hide/ . 
And  there  they  conftaiitly  tobid«,  . 
Safe^ftM  (rlfetr  dewlly  foM* 

5  A  ikreen  from  wmtb,  I  kiMm  of ''ttone^ 
But  Jefub*  righteouftiel^  alone  \    ' 

Which  coYers  all  our  fin* 
StriA  trial  this  can  well  ^eadttre. 
For  it  is  infinitely  pure^ 

No  fitvr  19  found  thcreis. 

6  Thotty  when  on  eaifb,  the  fiek  dMH  hetil^ 
And  to  the  hungry  bread  didft  dent,    • 

OnT  foitk  when  ilanftiig  fe«ds 
More  preciocrs  tlicy  are  thaii  clay  ) 
Lord  Jefus,  phy  feuls  tbi»  day, 

And  fatfsfy  cmt  need* 

7  Believers  are  by  thee  belovM ; 

A  kingdom,  ne*er  to  be  removed , 

Shall  unto  them  be  gii^^n. 
Rich  crowns  on  them  thou  wilt  beftow, 
No  matur  what  they  want  below. 

They'll  be  made  up  in  heaven* 

SONG  xxxm. 

Chmst*$  great  SuFrBWNGi  bring  great  BtRKTrr  to  nsi 

1  THE  Laiib  fil««t  «Uod, 
Whae  iBf  A  fted  kia  "blood ! 

fiimfelf  be  gave  freoly^  to  be  cot  fools  food. 

CrownM  woa  he  with  tboro^ 

UsM  with  fptie  tod  fcOf», 
Yet  patiently  bore  it,  td  iavo  tb«  forkmi^ 

2  Exposed  ho  ftaadf^ 

With  Boil'd  feot  aod  kandf , 
Deep  pierced,  long  bkcdijtg^  to  pay  lowV  diSanands^ 

No  oMui^s  toosoe  can  tell 

What  gvief  htn  befell, 
In  (aving  loft  iinners  from  liokuig  to  hell* 

3  He  was  doomed  to  die 
On  mount  Calvary^ 

Sore  prefs'd  he  did  utter  hia  bift  bitter  cr/; 
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Our  guilt  wbich  he  bore 
Squeezed  blood  from  each  pore  ; 
Great  was  his  IbuFs  torture,  that  made  him  to  roar* 

4  His  wounds  bring  us  peace 
His  pains  give  us  eafe. 

From  finH  powV  and  bondage  they  do  us  releafe. 

Chrifl  ftraying  fouls  fought 

Their  pardon  he  bought. 
From  Satan's  vil«  flav'ry  their  freedom  he  wrought^ 

5  Lord,  thy  lovers  divine. 
It  doth  kindle  mine  ^ 

O  let  it  caufe  in  me  all  graces  to  (bine,' 

Dead  fouls  to  revive. 

When  they  life  derive 
From  thy  wounds,  the  fountain  that  makes  mtii  alifc, 

6  Vm  finful  and  vile. 

My  heart's  full  of  guile, 
It  will  be  free  mercy  if  on  me  thou  fmiie* 

Lord,  do  not  defpife 

My  fouPs  feeble  cries, 
]K.eceiv^  a  loil  finner  that  to  thy  blood  flies. 

7  This  blood  faves  from  hell, .  \  ^ 
And  fears  doth  difpel, 

The  thunders  of  Sinai  the  Lamb^s  blood  doth  qualL 

I  plead  thy  free  grace. 

One.  fmile  of  thy  face, 
Or  word  to  me  fpoken,  would  fill  me  with  peacCf 
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Verfe  17,    JVbw  in  this  that  J  tieclare  unio  yott,  Ipreufiyxm,  no/,  tiaiyoi 
come  Ugetber,  not  for  the  letter,  tut /or  the  vtbrfe. 

18.  Forjurft  ofall^  when  we  come  together  in  the  ihurct,  I  hear  that  theri 
mU  tltvifions  (tmngy^;  and  I  fi^rtJ/ helieve  it. 

ig,  JPor  there  muj!  ie  al/o  her efler  among  you,  thdt  they  which  are  kpproVm 
M  may  he  ikade  manifefi  among  youi 

IN  this  paffage,  th^  apoftle  takes  bccaiioli  ti>  feprove 
the  ^reat  difbrders  and  abufes  crept  in  among  thent 
in  adiiiiniflrating  and  partaking  of  the  Lord^s  fiipper^' 
%hich  (as  the  ancients  tell  us)  was  commonly  adminiftrat- 
ed  with  a  love-feaft  annexed  to  it,  which  gaVc  occafion  to' 
the  fcandalous  difbrders  here  reprehended; 

Ver^  17.  We  haVe  the  manner  of  his  ihtrbductng  the 
Charge,  ''.Now  in  this  that  I  declare  utito  ^ou^'  I  praife  - 
you  not,  &c;'^  Which' (heWs  his  willingnefs  to  commeifld 
them  fo  far  as  he  could;  But  fuch  fcandalous  diforders  aaf 
they  were  guilty  of  in  fo  facred  an  inftittltion,  he  could 
dot  pafs  without  a  (harp  rejfroof;  Why  ?  they  inverted 
the  very  end  and  deiign  of  the  ordinance^  which  was  in-» 
tended  to  make  them  betterj'  or  to  promote  their  fpirituaf 
intereft,  but  it  really  made  them  wotfe;  Wherefore  he' 
fays,  ''  they  eam^e  together  not  for  the  better,  but  lot  the 
^ore." 

Obferve  i;    That  Chrift's  ordinances;  if  they  cto  not 
kake  us  better^  they  are  apt  to  make  us  worfe.  If  they  ^o' 
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us  no£Oody.tbey'«ai!»y  do  ija  hand*;  if  ttey  do. not  fiiett 
and  mend,  they  will  harden  ;  and  that  corruptions  will 
be  confirmed  in  us,  if  the  proper  means  do  not  work  a 
cure  of  them.  :^4  It  cdnccrns  us  all  to  enquire  into  the 
fucceO  of  ordinances  and  folem))  meetings*  O  ^is  fad,  it 
Otor  Aeetinft'  tend  to  inerezCt  oar  fin,  inftead  of  the  in-* 
cresfe  of  our  ^rBce.     hti  us  carnpilly  deprecate  this. 

Verfe  i8.  "  For  firft  of  all,  when  ye  come  together  in 
the  church,  I  hear  there  be  diviiions  among  ydu,*'  &t. 
They  fell  into  divifions,  fe6ls,  parties,  and  fadlions,  in. 
their  celebrating. of  this  Ofdinaiice  ^  th«y  fell  a  quarrelling 
with  one  another  about  meats  and  drinks  in  the  love- 
hBittf  or  ftbput  the  ordier  •  of  th^ir  dawfi^fitttiig^  or  itit 
lime  when  thcy.ihould  bcgiQ»  oi  did  not  ftay  till  they 
all  came  up-  The  whole  church  ^id  not  join  together, 
but  tbey  eat  it  feparately  ;  there  was  alfo  uncharitable- 
tiefs,  alienation  of  affections,  difcord  and  contentions  a- 
mong  them,  which  very  Dtiiich  marred  their  Edification, 
and  iiicccfs  of  the  jgo^eL  ..  \ 

^uf/i.  Seeing  fchifmt  are  mentioned  here,  ^hat  m 
meant  theieby  ?  Who  are  guilty  .of  fcbifmt  and  who  are 
fchlfmatics  ?  Anfw,  In  Scripture  the  wprd  is  Yariouflj 
taken :  i;  'Tis  taken  for  a  difference  in  opinions  and 
fentiments.  about  fome  points,  when  there  is  no  heat  of 
> contention,  or  breach  of  communion.'  Sucb  a  di?ificiA  m: 
ichifm  was  amoiig  the  Pbarifee^^  about  Chrift'i  curing  the 
blind  majU)  John  ix.  id*  'tis  faidi  *^  there  WM  a  dtn£oii 
among  tbew/^  originally  ahidma^  And  foch  ichifaaa  oiay 
be  among  orthodox  divines  about  leffer  pointl»;  and  yet 
managed  without  giving  offence.  3<  The  general  fenfe 
of  the  wordy. is  a  dividing  and  brt aking  off  from  the  com« 
slttnif)n  q£  the  Church  in  public  orcSnances,  without 
CBufe,  like  th^fe,  Heb.  x.  23«  V'  Not  forfaking  the  af. 
iembling  of  curfelves  together^  as  the  manner  of  fome  is/^ 
And  in  this  fenfe,  the  ancients  took  fchifm  as  diAinguiih- 
ed  iirom  hercfy.  Augufline  faith,  SehifmaticH  facit  mm 
dvoerfojidesy  ftdcemmunionisy  difruptafiektas^  3.  In  this 
yiace,  and  commonly  in  other  phuces  of  Scripture,  aa  i 
Cor.  I.  JQ.  I  Cor.  iii.  4.  \  Cor.  xii.  %$.  the  word  cbidmm 
is  taken  for  uncharitable,  contentioASy  and  diviiive  prac^* 
tices  among  the  profeffors  of  the  gofpel,  without  breaks 
ittg  off  from  the  communion  of  the  church  ;  when,  peo- 
ple are  chargeable  with   UBcharitable   contentions    and 
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difcords,  and  alienation  of  a£fe£lions  from  their  brethern  \ 
for  here  thej  cafne  together,  and  yet  were  fchifma^ics. 

Obfepve.  There  may  be  fchifoJt  where  there. is  nq  St^ 
^aratioD  of  comro(unionh  Perfons  may  attend  ordinances 
together^  ar\d  fit  together  ^t  the  Lord^s  table,  and  yet  be 
fchifmatics  in  Icripture  fenfc,  by  renfon  of  their  unQbari«> 
table  conteations,  and  alienation  of  affe£lion«  :  Whereas 
Chrlftians  may  feparate  .from  each  other's  .pommunion, 
and  yet  be  charitable  to  one  another  \  atid  this  is  not  fcr 
mttcb  fchifm  in  Scripture  fenfe^  as  to  be  uncharitable  and 
contontiou^. 

The  apoille  bad  had  a  report  of  thefe  divifions,  which 
he  did  the  more  eafily  belie vc,  becaufe  he  knew  there  bo* 
hoved  npt  only  to  be  diyiiions  but  ht refies  alfo »  that  is, 
falfe  dodrines*  more  dangerous  than  fchifms  |  for  here- 
fies  are  corrupt  opinionsi  which  flrikeat  the  fundamental! 
of  Chriflianity  and  all  found  religion.  Hcrefy,  according 
to  the  modern  fenfe  of  the  word,  is  an  ervor  in  the  fun-* 
damentals  of  religion  maintained  with  obilinacT  ^  though 
«e  cannot  fay  the  word  neceflfarily  imports  fucb  a  firong 
(enfe  in  this  place,  hcrefy  and  fchifm  (ometimes  being  fy*  * 
Bonymous  terms.  '        , 

Obferve  t.  We  have  no  caufe  to  wonder  that  there 
fliould  be  breaches  of  phriftiao  Iotc  in  the  Church,  when 
wc  koow  fuch  offences  will  come  as  (hall  make  fhipwreck 
of  &ith  and  good  confclance^ , 

^*^.  How  lays  the  apoftle,  **  Herefics  mull  come  ?'* 
What  neceffity  is  there  for  them  ?  ^nf.  There  is  no  ne* 
ceflity  of  force  upon  any  roan  to  broach  them,  any  fur- 
than  his  own  corruption^  pride,  vain-glory,  envy,  or  con* 
.  teotious  fpirit,  or  oatan*s  temptations,  prompt  him  to  it* 
But  the  event  is  certain,  becaufe  of  God^  decree  permit- 
ting theip,  who  by  his  wifdom  orders  them  for  wife  end^^i 
that  they  *'  who  are  approved  may  be  made  mHinifi^ft,^^ 
by  their  conflant  adhering  to  the  truth  agalnft  all  thefe 
temptations  of  feducers 

Obferve  2.  A  time  of  temptation  and  ledu£lion  is  a 
time  of  trial  and  difcovery,  who  are  lincete  and  conilant 
adherers  to  the  truths  and  ways*  of  God,  and  who  not* 

Obferve  3.  It  is  a  pleafure  to  God  to  fee  the  faith  and 
conllancy  of  his  upright  ones  diibovered  to  the  world. 

Obferve  4.  The  wifdom  of  God  can. make  the  errors 
and  wickednefs  oi  others  a  foil  to  the  piety  and  integrity 
of  the  faints. 

'   3  U  a  '     Verfc 


j»«  A  P  P  £  N  D  I  X 

Verfe  20.  **  Wben  je  come  togetlier  therefore  into  4no 
place,  this  is  not  to  tat  the  Lord's  fupper/' 

21%^*  For  in  eating  every  oqe  taketh  before  other  his , 
PWD  fiipper ;  and  oqe  is  hungry,  and  another  is  drtinken.'^ 

The  heathens  ufed  to  cat  and  drink  plentifully  at  their 
feaHl  upon  their  facrifices  ^  and  thi^  profane^  cuftom  i^vas 
creeping  in  attong  the  wealthier  Corinthians*  Many 
think  tht  pipollle  was  poiiitinis^  here  at  their  ag/rpat\  or  love* 
feafts,  that  in  thofe  times  either  preceded  or  followed  the 
Lord^  fupper  ;  and  they  are  called  love-feafts,  becaufe 
they  were  defigfied  to  manifeft  their  love  to  their  fellow 
Chriilians^  both  poor  and  rich,  and  the  poor  carried  a* 
way  what  was  lelt  at  them  :  And  alfo  they  bad  them  to 
reprefent  our  Lord's  lafl  fupper,  in  which  he  ^at  the  Paf- 
chal  Lamb,  before  he  inflituted  that  ordinance  now  called 
the  Lord*s  fvpfer,  Thefe  love-*feafls  were  founded  on  no 
command  of  Chrift,  but  came  in  by  cuftom,  and  by  the 
Jews  who  became  Chriftians^  Thefe  would  needs  have 
mn  appendix  or  appurtenance  of  the  Lord^s  fupper^  and^^ 
in  imitation  of  Lnrift's  eating  the  PafcKal  Lamb  before 
the  Lord's  fupper,  would  have  a  feafl  or  fupper  of  their 
own  to  precede  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  having  provided 
it  at  home^  would  needs  bring  it  to  the  place  where  the 
Church  met.  To  this  feaft  all  the  poor  were  invited  at 
the  charges  of  the  riqh,  as  an  exprciBon  of  their  per  fed 
Ipve  and  charity  one  towards  another.  But  in  this  Church 
great  abufes  crept  in,  in  this  pra^ice  :  the  poor  Chrif- 
tians  were  negleded  and  defpifed^ .  The  rich  did  either 
not  invite  them,  or  did  not  wait  for  them  :  But  the  rick 
Rafted  to  eat  what  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  fome 
of  them  eat  and  ^rank  to  excefs,  fo  that  '^  «iie  was  hun- 
gry, another  was  drunken.''  The  apoille  inveighs  againft 
this  praAice,  as  turning  a  feafl  of  charity  into  a  debauch,, 
and  as  that  which  made  them  incapable  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  fupper.  This  was  a  feandalou*  irregularity,  a  pro- 
•  faning  a  facred  inflitytion,  and  corrupting  a  divine  ordi- 
nance to  the  faft  degree.  What  ihould  have  been  a  bond 
of  mutual  amity  and  affe^ipn,  was  made  an  inflrument  of 
difcord  and  difunion. 

Obfeive  i.  Duties  not  done  as  they  ought,  are  not 
done' at  all  in  Chrift's  Sccount.  Or  a  carelefs  eating  and 
drinking  of  the  Lord's  fupper  is  as  good  a»  none,  yea 
worfe  than  not  eating.  So  prayers  may  be  made,  yet  not 
made  )  (acraments  received,  y^t  not  received  >  alms  given. 
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yet  not  s^ivtu^  becaufe  not  done  m  the  form  and  fanner 
required  by  God. 

Obferve  2.    A  fincere  foul  mufl  and  will  look  not  only  ' 
to  the  matter  of  the  duty,  but  alfo  to  the  manner  of  per- 
forming  it* 

Obferve  3*  It  is  a  heinous  eyil  for  Chriftians  to  treat 
their  fellow  Chriftians  with  contempt  and  infolence,  efpe- 
daily  at  the  Lord^s  tqble  :  For  the  rieh  to  defpife  tKe 
poor,  this  is  a  great  evil, 

Obferve  4.  That  even  in  the  apoftolical  and  primitive 
times,  great  djforders  and  irregularities  had  crept  into  the 
Church ;  and  that  there  is  no  Church  without  fpot  in  this 
imperfe^  ftate. 

Obferve  5.  That  the  apollle,  notwithflanding  of  thefe^ 
dolh  not  dire3  the  one  part  of  the  Corinthians  to  (epa- 
rate  from  the  other  j  but  he  only  reproves  and  refti^es 
their  abufes.  He  doth  not  fay,  Withdraw  from  fuch  per- 
fons,  for  they  will  pollute  the  ordinance  to  you*  No,  if 
they  be  polluted,  it  is  themfelves,  and  tiot  to  others.  Re 
eats  and  drinks  damnation  ''to  himfelf/*  £very  man^ 
(hall  bear  his  own  burden.  Wherefore,  ftyr  he,  *'  Let 
a  man  examii^e  bimfelf,''  not  his  neighbour.  The  apodle 
doth  not  encourage  feparatfon  upon  that  ground,  that  there 
if^ere  fcand^lous  perfpns  admittedtin  Corinth,  even  fome 
drunk  about  the  time  of  partaking,  which  might  be  the 
occafion  of  their  divided  way  of  communicating.  Bathe 
reproves  their  divided  communicating,  and  charges  them 
to  come  together  to  the  Lord^s  fupper,  and  tarry  for  one 
another,  He  indeed  (harply  reproves  their  fi:andalou« 
pradice,  and  tells  them  that  it  was  mofl  hazardful  to 
themfelves  to  communicate  uqworthily,  but  fpeaks  of  no 
danger  to  others.  He  command^  them  to  examine  them* 
felves,  and  fp  to  eat,  but  not  %o  examine  their  fellow-« 
Gommunicanti,  which  certainly  he  had  done,*if  tkeir  join- 
ing with  them  had  made  them  partakers  of  their  fin  and 
lianger. 

'  Verfe  22,  **  What,  have  ye  not  houfes  to  eait  and  to 
drink  in  ?  or  defpife  ye  the  church  of  God,  and  Oiame 
them  that  have  not  ?  What  (hall  I  fay  to  you  ?  (hall  I  praife 
you  in  this  ?  I  praife  you  not.'* 

The  apodle  here  dotli  condemn  both  the  abufes  of  thofe 
ft^aih,  and  ^Ifo  their  keeping  them  in  the  place  where  the 
church  met;  Some  underhand  the  church,  of  the  houfe 
vvh^re  the  church  met,  and  call  thfir  feaAing  there  a  pro- 
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faaing  or  unballowlofr  the  place  fet  apart  for  divine  wor« 
fliip.  Others  underftand  it  of  the  people  or  poor  mem-, 
bers  there  met.  Why  do  ye  defpife  them  ?  by  excluding 
them  from  your  company,  becaufe  of  tbeic  poverty  ^  and 
fo  ye  put  them  to  (hame,  whom  God  has  adopted,  and 
admitted  into  his  family.  This  feail  was  origijially  de- 
figned  for  the  poor^s  relief,  and  ye  exclude  them  from  it* 

Obf*  !•  The  dcfjpifin^  of  the  poor  members  of  the 
charch,  is  a  defpiiing  of  the  church  itfelf,  yea,  Chrifly 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  as^  he  that  pincheth  the  little  toe, 
j^incth  the  whole  body,  and  the  head  too. 

Obf.  2.  With  what  lenity  and  mildnefs  the  apoiUe  re- 
moves thcfc  great  diforders,  Sba//  /  firat/e  yom  ?  It  wa» 
the  firft  time  he  had  told  them^  of  their  faults,  in  hopes  of 
amendment,  and  therefore  doth  it  gently  ;  and  fome  think 
this  gentle  way  of  reproof  had  the  due  effeS:,  becaufe  no 
fadlt  is  taxed  in  the  fecond  epiftle  that  was  reproved  in 
the  firft. 

Vetfe  23 »  *^  For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  that 
which  I  alfo  delivered  unto  you,  that  the  Lord  Jefus,  the 
6mt  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took  bread, 

24*  '^  And  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it^  and 
faid,'take,  eat  j  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you  : 
This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

35..  *'  After  the  (ame  manner  alfo  he  took  the  cup^ 
when  he  had  fiipped,  faying,  this  cup  is  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment  in  my  blood  \  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drii^k  it,  in 
icmembrance  of  me. 

26.  ^^  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  dr^k  ^^^ 
cup,  ye  do  (hew  the  Lord's  death  till  be  come.'* 

After  reproving  their  diforders,  he  reduced  them  to  the 
primitive  inilitution,  and  tells  them  how  he  came  by  the 
knowledge  of  it,  feeing  he  was  not  among  the  apoillcs  at 
the  £r(i  inditution.  It  was  by  revelation  from  Chriil ; 
and  what  he  had  received  of  the  Lord,  he  communicated 
to  them,  without  varying  from  the  truth  in  the  lead, 
without  adding  or  diminiihing.  As  if  he  had  (aid,  *^  As 
for  thefe  love  feails  preceding  the  Lord^s  fupper«  I  received 
nothing  from  the  Lord;  you  have  borrowed  them  from 
Jews  or  Heathens  :  But  all  that  I  received  from  t,he  Lord 
concerning  the  Lord's  fupper,  I  here  fet  before  you. '^ 
And  indeed  he  gives  a  more  particular  account  of  the  inn 
|litution  than  we  meet  with  elfe where. 

1.  Wc  hare  tixc  Author  of  it,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
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Obf.  It  h  an  aft  of  Chrift's  royal  power  and  authority,  at 
King  and  Head  of  the  Church,  to  inftitute  facraments. 
The  church  had  no  power  to  appoint  fuch,  but  only  t» 
«l^cnte  and  admtnill«r  what  Chrtft  appoints  :  And  as  it 
ts  Chrift^s  ordinaDce,  we  (hou)d'  hare  a  fpecial  regard  to 
it^  and  not  profape  or  ne^left  it. 

1,  Wc  have  the  time  of  the  inftitution,  The  fame  night 
in  which  be  was  betrayed  \  when  he  was  entering  on  his 
fbul-fnfferings  in  the  garden,  and  ^oing  next  day  to  the 
crofs  ;  a  night  much  to  be  remembered,  being  the  laft 
flight  before  Chrift's  death  :  The  night  wherein  he  bega« 
his  bitter  agonies^  and  fwate  the  bloodr  fweat  fof -as  )  a 
night  wherein  he  (aw  heaven,  eartli^  and  nell,  even  jadicci 
men,  and  devtls,  drawn  op  in  battle-array  againft  hiau 
A  wondrous  inftaoce  of  his  love,  in  fpending  fo  mnch  «( 
that  little  time  had  in  the  world  (when  he  fcemed  t^  have 
more  need  to  mind  himfelf }  in  fettling  an  ordinance  for 
the  confirmation  and  confolation  of  his  people,  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  Whatever  comes  of  himfelf,  his  people 
muft  not  be  forgot. — Obferve  from  the  time  of  the  infti- 
tution,  the  night  before  his  fuffsring,  that  it  is  very  ne^* 
ceflary,  when  fufferings  are  approaching,  to  have  recourfer 
to  the  Lord*8  table^  which  affords  both  an  antidote  agatnAf 
fear,  and  a  redbrative  and  cordial  to  faith.  Wherefore 
Chrift,  for  oar  example,  commonicated  with  his -difciplet 
the  night  before  he  fuffered. 

3.  We  have  the  facramental  elements,  or  the  memont* 
five,  fignificative,  and  inlhuftive  iighs,  bread  and  wine* 

4.  The  things  fignified  thereby,  the  body  and  blood  of 
Chrifl,  his  body  broke  and  blood  (hed,  together  with  all 
the  benefits  which  flow  from  his  death  and  facrifice. 

Obferv.  I .  There  is  no  tranfubftantiation  as  the  Papifla 
abfiirdly  imagine.  Why  ?  Paul  caHs  that  which  is  eaten 
breads  five  times  over  in  this  paiTige  :  and  even  after  what 
the  Papifts  call  confecration.  A  plain  argument  that  the 
apoftle  knew  nothing  of  their  monftrous  doftrine,  which 
makes  the  bread,  by  the  words  of  confecration,  to  be 
changed  into  the  fubftance  of  Chrifl^s  body,  only  the  ac« 
cideots  of  bread  remaining ;  which  affronts  and  deftrojfa 
the  nature  of  a  facrament,  and  gives  the  lie  to  our  fenfes. 
It  is  called  his  body,  becaufe  it  was  a  fign  and  reprefen- 
tation  of  it,  not  his  real  body  to  be  fiirc  5  for  then  it  would 
follow  that  Cbrift  eat  his  own  body  while  alive,  and  that 
his  difciples  did  the  fame  J  yea  that  they  devoured  that 

body 
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SDifHoo  of  fins  'f^^  it  is  a  fi^ratire  fpeech,  fignifytng  thH 
the  wine  in  the  cup,  as  reprefenting  the  ihedding  of  Chrift*f 
bloody  is  a  fign  and  (eal  of  Chhfl^s  Teflament  or  Cove* 
nknt  of  Grace,  confirmed  by  his  blood.— From  'which  we 
inay  obferve,  i.  That  every  worthy  communicant  doth 
here  get  a  copy  t)f  Chrift's  Tcfiament  put  into  his  hands, 
with  all  the  legacies  and  blefiings  it  contains,  fiich  as 
pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fandification,  redemption,  grace,  and  glory.  Which  Tef- 
tamen\,  if  we  take  hold  of^  and  acquiefce  in  the  methods 
of  falvation  contained  in  it,  and  can  prove  our  relatioa 
to  the  Teftator  by  faith  and  and  regeneration,  we  are 
children  and  h As,  and  have  an  intereft  therein. — Obf.  2, 
What  it  was  that  purchafed  the  New  Teflament  to  us. 
even  ChriA's  bloody  there  is  never  a  time  we  read  or 
hear  of  the  New  Teflament,  but  we  fhould  mind  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  blood  of  Chrifli^ 
we  had  never  had  the  New  Teflament  written,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  New  Teflament,  we  had  never  knowa 
<  the  meaning -of  Chrifl's  blood  ihed. 

6.  We  have  the  ends  of  the  mflitution,  i.  To  keep  up 
the  *'  remembrance  of  Chriil.^^  Chrift  knew  how  apt 
our  bafe  hearts  would  be  to  forget  him  amidd  a  throng  of 
fenfible  obje6ls  9S  we  here  converfe  ^ith  j  and  how  itauch 
our  forgetfulnefs  of  Chriil  would  be  to  our  prejudice  and 
difadvaotage  ^  and  therefore  he  appoints  this  ordinance, 
to  \>nng  Chriil,  his  death  and  love,  to  our  believing, 
affe£ljonate,  and  thankful  remembrance.  2.  **  To  ihew 
forth  his  death,"'  t.  e.  to  declare,  publiih,  and  proclaim  it. 
It  is  not  barely,  in  remembrance  of  Chrifl,  of  what  he 
hath  done  aad.fuffered,  but  alfo  to  celebrate,  publiih,  and 
proclaim  his  gracious  condefcenfion,  his  love  and  favour 
to  loft  finners.  We  declare  his  death  to  be  our  life,  and 
the  fpring  of  all  our  comforts  and  hopes*  We  glory  ia 
this  atonement  and  facrifice,  and  fpread  'it  before  God  as 
our  only  ranfom.  We  fet  it  in  thexview  of  our  faith  for 
our  quickening  and  comfort.  We  own  it  before  the  world, 
as  the  only  ground  of  our  hope }  and  that  we  are  the  dis- 
ciples of  a  crucified  Chriil,  who  trufl  in  him  alone  for 
falvation  and  acceptance  with  God. 

7.  We  have  a  mandate  or  charge  given  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  this  ordinance,  and  for  doing  it  frequently.  Our 
Lord's  command  is  twice  repeated  for  fecurity,  **  This 
do }  this  do  ye*"    It  was  our  Lord^s  will  that  we  ihould 
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celebrate  tlie  memorial  of  liis  death  and  paHion*  It  is 
/the  will  of  our  fovcreign  Lord  and  Lawgiver,  the  expreft 
command  of  a  Saviour,  yca^  of  a  dying  Saviour.  A 
command  of  love  \  and  it  is  fuch  a  command  as,  if  we 
duly  oblcrve  it,  will" be  a  blcffed  means  to  enable  us  to 
obferve  ail  the  commands  of  God  the  better.  It  is  fuch 
a  command,  as  whofoever  lives  in  the  wilful  negle£l  of  it, 
cannot  be  called  a  Chriftian,  but  will  be  treated  by  Chrift 
at  the  ^reat  da^  as  an  enemy,  and  defpifer  of  his  dying 
Jove.  AVherefore  it  is  our  duty,  not  only  to  communicate 
and  partake  of  this  ordinance,  but  we  muil  do  it  often.  Wc 
cann6t  maintain  bodily  health  and  flrength  without  fre- 
quent meals,  fo  neither  can  we  raaintafn  foul  health  and 
ilrength  without  this  fpiritual  diet  frequently  taken  and 
received.  The  ancient  churches  celebrated  this  ordinance 
every  Lord's  day.  Let  us  be  thankful  that  we  have  this 
fpiritual  meal  more  frequently  tendered  to  us  than  formerly* 
O  for  {harpened  appetites  for  our  food ! 

8.  We  have  the  perpetuity  of  the  ordinance*  It  is  to 
be  celebrated  till  the  Lord  come  the  fecond  time,  without 
fin,  for  the  falvation  of  them  that  believe,  and  to  judge 
the  world.  Obfer.  i.  That  the  Lord's  fupper  is  not  a 
temporary^  but  a  Handing  and  perpetual  ofdinance. 
2.  rhat  there  is  no  need  of  facraments  in  heaven  j  for 
Chrift  is  there  bodily  prefent.  Faith  is  then  changedi  in- 
to vifion,  and  hope  into  fruition.  Here  we  hold  com- 
munion with  him  by  'figns  and  fymbols :  but  above,  W9 
will  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  enjpy  him  perfcftly.  The  day 
will  then  break,  and  all  the  ihadows  will  flee  away. 

Verfe  27.  **  Wherefore,  whofoever  (hall  eat  this  bread, 
and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily,  (liall  be  guil- 
ty of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord." 

28.  *'  But  let  a  man  e3(;amine  himfelf,  and  fo  let  him, 
cat  of  that  bread  and  drink  of  that^cup." 

29.  "  For  be  that  eatcth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eat- 
eth  and  drinketh  dananation  to  himfelf,  not  difcerning  the 
Lord's  body." 

The  apoftle  haying  declared,  the  original  inilitutioo  ojf 
the  Lord's  fupper  5  he  comes  now  to  inftiu£^  the  Corin- 
thians in  the  right  ufe  of  it,  and  to  beware  of-  profaning 
and  abufing  this  ordinance,  as  they  had  done. 

Obferve   i.    The  fin   which  he  warns  them  of  5  viz. 

"  Eating  and^  drinking   unworthily.''      ^efl%    What  i« 

this  ?  j^nfi  It  is  not  a  weak  faithj  or  wcakncfs  in  know- 
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ledgce*  of  w^nt  of  perfeft  holinefsy  or  freedom  from  fin^ 
tbat  will  denominate  a  perfon  an  unworthy  receiver  \  for 
tbis  ordinance  was  not  inftitttted  for  angels,  but  for  men 
who  are  imperfed  and  finful :  Bpt  it  is  to  come  ig;no* 
rant,  without  due  preparation,  without  faith,  without  re- 
pentance, felf*ezamination  ;  without  refolution  againft  fin, 
and  without  reconciliation  to  God,  or  to  our  neighbour. 

Obferve  2.  The  guilt  and  heinoufnefs  of  this  fin  ;  they 
are  guilty  VC.  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord,  u  e.  It 
Is  an  accefiion  to  the  guilt  of  {bedding  the  innocent  blood 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift,— It  is  an  implicit 
approbation  of  the  Jews  ad  in  crucifying'  Cl^rift^.-»It  is 
a  trampling  Chrift's  blood  under  our  feet* — It  is  a  cruci- 
fying Chrifl  afrefh,  and  harbouring  the  traitors  and  ene- 
mies of  Chrift  in  our  bofom* 

Obferve  3.  The  danger  of  it,  eating  and  drinking 
damnation  to  ourfelves  y  i,  e*  They  provoke  God  to  in- 
fii^  fore  judgments  on  them,  temporal  and  fpiritual  judg- 
ments here,  and  eternal  judgm/ents  hereafter.^-The  mean- 
ing is  not,  that  this  fin  is  unpardonable,  but  that  it  de- 
ferves  damnation,  and  will  bring  it  on,  without  repent* 
ance,  and  flying  to  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  cleanfing.  £•* 
very  fin  is  in  its  own  nature  damning,  and  therefore  fiich 
a  heinous  fin,  as  profaning  this  holy  ordinance^  mufi  fiire- 
ly  be  (b.  But  timorous  and  fearful  believers  ihould  not 
be  difcouraged  from  attending  this  holy  ordinance  by  the 
(bund  of  this  word,  as  if  they  bound  upon  themfelves  the 
fentence  of  damnation,  by  coming  to  the  Lord^s  table  un- 
prcpared.  For  hearing  and  praying  unworthily  incurs 
damnation,  as  well  as  communicating  unworthily*  But 
this  fin,  as  well  as  others,  leaves  room  for  forgivenefs  up- 
on repentancei 

Obferve  4.  That  unworthy  receivers  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per  do  contrad  great  guilt,  and  incur,  great  danger  to 
themfelves.  And  therefore  they  (hould  be  much  con- 
cerned to  guard  againfi  this  heinous  and  dangerous  fin  j 
and  cry  with  the  Pfalmifi,  '*  Lord,  deliver  us  from  blood- 
guiltinefs.*' 

Obferve  5,  It.  is  only  judgment  to  himfelf,  it  is  not  to 
another  that  receives  with  him.  For  if  a  wicked  man's 
prefence  at  the  facrament  (hould  pollute  the  ordinance  to 
a  worthy  receiver,  then  Chrift  and  his  eleven  apoftles 
were  defiled  by  the  company  of  Judas  at  the  pafibver,  at 
which  he  certainly  was,  and,  as  many  think,  at  the  Lord^s 
fupper  alfo.     Which  is  abfurd. 

We 
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We  have  in  yfirfe  :26th,  the  d^ty  required  for  prcvent- 
lUg  the  iia  and  danger  of  unworthy,  communicating,  and 
that  is  the  great  and  neceSary  duty  of  felf- examination^ 
It  b  a  metaphijr  taken  frpm  gQlflfmiths,  who  try  the  truth 
of  t\^\t  gpld  by  the  tquchftone,  the  purity  of  their  gold 
by  the  fire,  and  \\ip  weight  of^it-by  the  f^alc.  We  have 
hfirc,  I.  The  pprfon  cxaroining,  **  Let  a  man  examine." 
^,  Thje  pcrfgo  ej:arpined,  it  is  bimjlpif;  he  is  to  call  him- 
felf  to  the  bar  of  cQufcIeaciB,  and  put  qupftions  to  himfclf, 
I.  Coneeming  his  ftate,  whether  he  has  a  right  to  come 
or  not.  2.  His  fius  and  {bortcomings.  3.  His  want9 
and  n^ccflitiic?!-  4.  His  ends' ^nd  delign? ;  whether  it  be 
to  obey  the  charge  of  his  i^y'ing  Saviour,  to  (liew  fartlj 
his  death,  renew  and  feal  his  covenant  with  God,  get 
nearnefs  and  communioi^  with  him,  nouri(hment  to  his 
fpul,  j^nd  to  fapply  his  virantj*  Ap<Ii  5.  Concerning  his 
graces  and  qualincations,  particularly  as  to  knowledge, 
faith, .  repentance^  feaF,  love,  .thaqkfvlnefs,  holy  defires, 
and  new  obedience. 

Obferve  i.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  minider  examine 
us  before  partaking.  We  muft  exa«iine  ourfelves,  for  wc 
only  .can  try  our  own  hearts  ^Qd  thoughts,  which  a  mini- 
iler  cannot.     . 

Obferve  2.  Our  main  concern  before  partaking  is  a- 
bout  ourfelves  — It  is  not  about  ei^amining  others,  but  a- 
bout  examining  ourfelves  that  we  are  to  be  employed.  It 
U  not  what  be  or  (lie  is  that  is  %o  communicate  with  us  ^ 
but  what  I  am  my  felf. 

Obferve  3.  It  (hould  therefore  be  our  lingular  care,  bcr 
fore  communicating,  to  examine  ourfelves,  and  commune 
with  our  own  hearts,  as  to  our  right  to,  and  fitnefs  for 
the  Lord^s  table. 

We  have  In  verfe  29th,  the  true  caufe  of  unworthy 
comqaunicating,  **  Not  dif9crBing  the  Lprd's  body  •," 
/.  e,  not  making  a  diflin6lion  between  thi<»  bread  and  com- 
mon bread  ^  betwixt  the  Lord^s  body  and  the  body  of  a 
mere  ipan  ^r^not  prizing  nor  e^ecining  the  body  of  a  cru« 
cified  Jefus,  as  the  meritorious  ground  of  our  juftifica- 
tion.  . 

Verfe  30«  "  For  this  caufe  raany  are  weak  and  fickl/ 
among  you,  and  many  deep. 

Sonie  were  puniChed  with  fickneis  and  weaknefa;,  and 
Jgme  with  death,  for  their  irreverence  in  approaching  to 
the  Lord^  table. 
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Obferve  i.  That  carelefs  and  irreverent  partakibf^ 
brings  on  temporal  judgments,  a&  well  as  fpiritaal  and  e- 
ternal. 

Obfer.  2*  That  God  may  punilh  his  own  people  with 
teropofal  judgments  :  For  feverals  of  thofe  fa  puni(hed 
were  in  a  ftate  of  favour  with  God,  as  appears  from  the 
word  fletp^  the  death  of  the  wicked  being  hardly  called 
fleep  in  any  place  of  fcripture  \  and  from  verfe  32.  they 
were  chejlened  of  the  Lord^  that  they  might  not  he  ton* 
demned  with  the  worid.  Now,  divine  chaflening  is  a  fign 
of  divinc^love. 

Obfer.  3.  That  the  holinefs  of  an  ordinance,  or  the  ha«  ' 
bitual  holinefs  of  a  perfon  will  not  exempt  him  from  God^s 
difpleafure  and  the  inflidion  of  temporal  judgments  here 
in  this  life,  if  he  do  not  by  adlual  preparations  fandify 
the  name  of  God  in  the  duty  and  ordinances  of  his  wor- 
ihip. 

Obfer.  4.  That  God  panilhes  his^  people  now  to  pre« 
vent  their  eternal  woe. 

Verfe  31.  *'  For  if  we  would  judge  ourfclvcs,  we 
ihould  not  be  judged.**  ' 

If  we  would  examine,  try,  cenfure,  and  fentence  our- 
felves,  and  fo  come  to  the  Lord^s  table,  we  would  efcape 
the  cailigatory  punifliment,  and  condemnatory  fentence  of 
God.  Obfer.  i.  That  as  it  is  our  duty  often  to  examine 
and  judge  ourfelves,  fo  felf«judging  will  preferve  us  from 
the  condemnation  and  judgment  of  God*  2.  That  thefe 
who  through  weaknefs  of  underllanding  are  not  capable 
to  examine  themfelves,  are  by  no  means  fit  to  partake  of 
this  ordinance. 

Verfe  32.  *'  But  when  we  are  judged,  we  arc  chaflened 
of  the  Lord,  that  we  ihould  not  be  condemned  with  the 
world.'* 

The  nature  of  thcfe  judgments,  or  afflictive  evils,  which 
do  befal  the  children  of  God  in  this  life,  they  are  chaften- 
ings,  "  we  are  chaflened  of  the  Lord.**  To  be  chaflened 
has  a  double  afped,  firfl  upon  our  privilege,  it  denotes 
out  relation,  as  children  to  God  our  Father.  Chailenings 
are  a  part  of  his  childrens  portion  ^  yet  in  that  we  are 
chaflened,  it  taxes  us  with  weaknefs  \  we  are  foolifh  and 
unruly,  and  therefore  fo  long  as  we  are  here,  mufl  always 
go  with  a  rod  at  our  back.  Chrifl,  who  was  alfo  a  Son, 
was  chaflened,  *^  The  chaflifement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him)**    but  his  were  judiciary  chaflifements,   not  as  a 

child. 
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d&ild,  but  as  an  enemyy  a  ma1efa£^or,  in  out  ftead.  Ob- 
ferve.  The  merciful  defign  of  God  in  chaflening  his  chil- 
dren, is  to  prevent  their  ddndemnation.  When  therefore 
at  anj  time  we  are  under  chaftifement,  let  us  juftify  God, 
and  condemn  ourfeWes,  feeing  his  chaftifements  are  de- 
figned  to  prevent  our  condemnation. 

Vcrfes  33/34*  "  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  when  ye 
come  together  to  eat,  tarry  one  for  another.  And  if  any 
man  hunger,  let  him  eat  at  home  :  that  ye  come  not  to« 
gether  unto  condemnation.  And  the  reft  will  1  fet  in  or- 
der when  I  come. 

The  apoftle  clofes  all  with  a  caution  to  beware  of  the 
irregularities  they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  to  rectify  them, 
that  they  come  not  together  to  condemnation.  Oof.  i* 
That  our  holy  duties  through  our  own  abufe  may  prove 
matter  of  condemnation.  Chriftiaas  may  keep  fabbaths, 
.hear  fermons,  perform  prayers,  attend  facraments,  and 
only  aggravate  their  guilt,  and  bring  on  a  heavier  doom 
on  themfelves.  Obf.  2.  We  have  great  need  to  fee  that 
we  come  to  Qod  in  due  order* 

Lqftly^  He  tells  them,  that  as  to  the  other  points  of 
church  order,  he  would  determine  them  when  he  came 
among  them  :  *^  The  reft  will  I  fet  in  order  when  1  come.** 
Such  unchriftian  diforderi  may  arife  in  the  church,  aa 
will  require  the  prefence  and  coming  of  an  apoftle  to  cor- 
re&  and  reform  them. 
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A  PREPARjriOlst   SEnm^N 

BEFORE     THE    SACRAIVIENT. 

Joflma  lii,  5.     SanBify  yaurfilves^  fbr  tf^fiorrxmA&I^d 
will  do  wonders  among  you.  ' 

IN  thk  chapter  we  have  tlic  hiftory  of  Ifraers  pading 
through  Jordan  to  Cadaan^  and  a  very  memorable 
hidory  it  is;  for  long  after  they  are  bid  to  r^membet 
what  God  did  for  them  between  Shit^im  and  Gilgal,  Mf« 
cah  vi.  5.  "  that  they  may  know  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Lord.'*  Shittim  was  the  place  where  they  decamped; 
and  Gilgal  where  they  next  ptched.  Sec  Jof&ua  iit.  i. 
compared  with  JofhUa  iy.  ig.  He  orders  tliem  to  march 
up  to  the  river  fide,  where  they  came  and  lodged,  thovgH 
they  were  unprovided  of  means  to  pais  in  the  Ofdtndry 
way.  Though  they  had  neither  boats  nor  bridgtt,  yet 
they  go  forward  in  faith,  truftlng  God's  power  and  pro- 
mife.  It  was  told  them,  Jolhua  i«  Ci.  that  they  fliould 
pafs  It.  We  muft  gO  in  the  way  of  our  duty,"  though  we 
forefee  difBculties,  trufling  God  to  help  us  through  them 
when  we  come  to  them.  *  The  people  are  dire^ed  to  fol- 
low the  ark,  verfe  3.  when  borne  by  the  priefls  and  Le« 
yites,  to  teach  us  clofely  to  attend  ordinances,  if  we  would 
hare  the  marks  of  God's  favour  and  fpecial  prefence. 

la  the  text  we^  have  two  things,  i*  A  command*  2. 
Reafons  given  for  it. 

As  to  thefirft,  "Sanaify  yourfelves."  The  word 
fanctify  has  divers  acceptations  in  fcripture.  Sometimes 
it  is  applied  to  God,  we  are  commanded  to  fanctify  the 
Lord^  i.  e.  to  think  and  fpeak  reverently  of  him,  or 
humbly  to  worfhip  him.  At  other  times  we  are  com- 
manded to  fSnctify  ourfelveSf  and  then  it  imports  fevcral  ^ 
things;  i.  Our  feparating  or  fctting  ourfelves  apart  to 
fome  holy  ufe.  2«  Our  cleanfing  ourfelves  from  all  cere- 
monial pollution.  Our  preparing  *ourfelves  for  fome  fb- 
lemn  or  facred  adlion,  by  the  ufe  of  fome  facred  rites  or 
ceremonies,  fuch  as  legal  wafliing,  &c.  4.  Our  putting 
ourfelw  in  a  fuitable  frame  for  attending  on  God's  wor- 
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feip.  5.  Our  purifying  ourfelvcs  inwardly  from  fin,  and 
adorning  ourfchrcs  with  holinefs.  I  might  cite  fcripturo 
for  all  the  fignifications  of  the  word,  as.  £xod.  xi^.  22. 
Jofh.  vii.  13.  I  Ghron.  xv.  12.  2  Chron*  v.  11.  xxix.  5- 
XXX*  3.  &c.  I  (hall  take  it  here  as  compreheiidihg  fome- 
thing  of  all  thcfe  fenfcs,  efpecially  the  people*s  preparing 
themfelves  to  attetid  the  ark,  and  the  difcovering  of 
God's  power,  glory,  and  goodnefs,  with  a  fuitablc  for- 
row  and  awful  frafno  of  fpirit,  befitting  fuch  a  great  oc- 
caiion, 

ir.  We  have  the  rcafons  for  it,  "For  to  morrow  the 
Lord  will  do  wonders  among  you.'*  See  how  magnifi- 
cently  he  fpeaks  of  God's  works,  he  caHs  them  wonder  \ 
and  indeed'  thefc  were  fo ;  the  dividing  of  the  waters  of 
j6rdan,  and  making  them  to  (land  upon  a  heap  and  thea 
to  run  back,  turning  fluids  into  folids^  and  cauiing  the  If* 
raelites  to  walk  through  the  rapid  river  upon  (olid  dry 
ground.  All  thcfe  were  great  wonders  of  God*s  power* 
and  goodnefs  towards  Ifrael.  Now,  fays  Jofhua,  fincc 
God  is  about  to  give  you'  fuch  uncommon  inftarfees  of 
his  power  and  favour,*  fanftify  yourfelves,  compofe  your 
minds  by  meditation,  prayer,  and  abftr^6lednefs  from  the  ^ 
world,  that  ye  may  be  in  cafe  for  a  careful  and  religious 
obfervation  of  his  wonderful  works,  and  to  receive  the 
difctovery  of  his  glory,  and  the  cbn).munications  of  his 
goodnefs,,  that  fo  ye  may  give  God  all  the  glory,  and 
take  to  yourfelvcs  the  comfort  of  his  wondrous  works 
and  gradous  appearances. 

DoBrine.'  When  God  is  about  to  make  wonderful 
difcoveries  of  his  glory  and  goodneft  tb  his  people,  then 
they  (hould  mtke  folemn-  preparation  for  obferving  and 
receiving  of^the"  fame.  For  confirmation  thereof,  fee 
£xod.  xix,  10.  II.  **  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes, 
Go  unto  the  people,  and  fan£lify  them  to  day  and  to- 
morrow, and  let  them  wafh  their  cloths  \  and  be  ready 
again^  the  third  day  :  for  the'  third  day  the  Lord  will 
come  dpwn  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people,  upon  mount 
Sinai.**  Oty2diy^  When  God  fcts  try  ft  with  a*  people; 
they  ihould  prepare  themfelves  to  attend  him,  t  Sam. 
xvi.  4.  J.  "  And  Samuel  did  that  which  the  Lord 
fpake,  amd  came  to  Bethlehem  \  and  the  elders  of  the 
town  trembled  )it-hit  coming,  and  faid,  corned  thou 
peacealily  ?  And  he  faid,  peaceably :    I  am  come  to  fa- 
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'tiiiict  unto  tke  Lord  yhn&Hy  yourfelves,  and  xome  vnA 
me  to  the  facriiicc*  .« 

Method  i.  When  it  is  that  the  Lord  sUkes  fuch  "wou- 
derful  difcoveries  of  himfelf  to  his  people.        ... 

II.  Wherein  the  prepatation  for  waitjin^  on  this  won- 
der working  God  doth  ly. 

Hi,  The  properties  of  this  preparation.  ^ 

IV.  The  ncoeffity  of  it. 

V.  And  la^ly,  I  fiiail  make  ^pfdication.    * 

1.  As  to  the  firft  head,  When  it  is  that  the  hotd 
makes- glorious  and  wondrous  difcoveries  of  himfelf  to  a 
people.  1.  When,  not withjlandiDg  of  grievous  fins  and 
provocations^  he  averts  threatened  and  iai|peoding  jud|^ 
ments,  and  corned  to  them  in  a  way  of  mercy  3  «f^  wheii 
he  threatens  fttmine  and  fcarcity,  he  fends  fruitful  fea« 
fens  and  plenty  of  bread  ^  when  he  threatens  the  ;noi«^ 
fottie  peflilence,  he  removes  it  and  fends  health  c  when 
he  threatens  a  bloody  fword^  he  iheaths  it  up,  and  fends 
f  eace  and  fafety. 

2.  When  be  is  pleafed  to  quell  the  charch's  <^emiea 
and  perfeofitors^  to  deliver  his- people  from  their  oppref- 
ficms,  and  give  them  the  freedom  of  their  afiemblies,  and 
of  obferving  God's  inftitutiOBS  in  purity. 

,3.  When  be  pours  out  a  fpirit  of  reformation  on  ^^ 
ranks  and  degree .%  fo  that  people  generally  turn  to  the 
Lord,  pri?e  ordioanoes,  ppayer,  family*  W€»:^p,  and  ap. 
pear  sigainft  vice.  / 

4.  When  God  pours  out  his  Spirit  on  the  a0!emblies 
of  hilt  people,  fo  that  the-preaching  of  the  gofpel  a  at* 
tended  wUh  life^  power  and  fucciSs,  to  the. melting- of  ~ 
hearts,  and  converting  of '  fouls.  > 

5.  When  he  difco  vers  a  v. Redeemer  to  #  loft  finking 
'  foul  $  when  a  j)Oor  ielf ^condemned  finner,  that  was  at 

hiswlrsendy  g<:t9  a  fight  of  tht  poifibilfty  of  (klvatiotti 
through  the  fatisfa^ion  of  Chrift. 

'•6.  Wh^nhe  fets  forth  Chrift  cructfed  before  oureyea 
in  the  faerament,  when  he  difplays  therein  the  wifdom, 
jiEilice,  love  and  goodnefe  of  God  to  finners^  in  a  moft 
lively  tnanneir.  '  .     . 

'7.  When  he  returns  and  makes  bis  j^eople^i  ficy -break 
after  a  long  might  of  defe^ionj  when  he  nrakesiight  to 
arMe  and  (hine  to  them  that  were  in  darknefs,  and  opens 
"fhe  dootf  of  hk  prefence- chamber. 

9k  Wbcfthe  gives  them  the  victory  over  Ci^ta&'s  temp- 
tations 
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Htaons  andalTdults  after  long-fufferiiv^'atKl  eonfU^s^,  and 
fpeaks  to' them  as  to  Paul,  2  Cor.  Jcii.  9.  *'  My  grace  i$ 
fufficietat "^^foT  thee)  for  my  ftrength  is  made  perfeft  in 
vrcaknefs.'*  ^ 

9.  When  he  meets  with  them  in  ordinances,  loolK 
their  bonds,  frees  jhem  from  their  fttaitenings  in  datf, 
and  enlarges  their  hearts  in  ^r^er,  and  enables  them  to 
pour  forth  their  complaints  .and  requeftjt  before  the  Lord. 

'10,  When  he  eomes  with  a  return  to  their  prayers^ 
particularly,  i«-By  liftirtg  on  them  the  light  of  his  coun« 
tenance;  or,  2.  .By  giving  them  a  view  of  their  cove^ 
Infit^-Yeknon  to*  God  5  z  wdl-greanded  hope  of  heavea  ; 
amd  new  finetigth  to  grapple  with  Gn,  perform. duties^  and 
%car  trials. 

'  If.  When  he  comes  and  gives  a  glorious  difcovery  of 
hts  ijrektners  and  maj^fty,  fb  as  to  6U  them  with  awful 
fear  and  reverence  of  God,  and  makes  them  cry,  "  Lord, 
wh^t  is'  man  that  thOu  art  mindful  of  him  ?^'  O  the  un- 
fpeakaMediftance  that  is  biBtwcen  Gojft-and  us  I  God  is 
gfoHous,  'and'  the  ci^ature  is  nothing. 

12.  When  he  comes  and  gives  the  foul  a  gldrious  dif- 
covery of  the  hdlinefs  and  purity  of  Gad,  in  his- nature, 
his  law  and  his  works,  as  he  did  to  Job,  making  him  cry. 
Behold  I  am  vile  :<  aitd'td  Ifaiuh,  W&  iV  me^  for  lum  un* 
done^  bfcmtfi  lam  M  man  ofundeanl^t^ 

13.  When  he  gives  a  glorious  diicovery  of  the  good- 
nefs  and  mercy  of  God,  particularly  in  thefe  inftan^es* 
5  •  The'  glorious  contHvSrifee  of  our  redemption,  by  fend^ 
ing  Chtift  td  iaVe  ju^.  2.  In  pardoning  guilty  fimier^^ 
m«ny  crimes,  and  making  them  cry,-  as  Micah  vii.  iS. 
"  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity^ 
and  paffeth-by  the  tranfgreffioii' of  the  remnant  of  bi$  he^ 
titage  ?  he  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  beeaufc  he 
delighteth'in  mer/cyv''  3*  in  taking  rebellious  traitors 
and  enemies  to  God.  to  be  children  of  God,  and  favou- 
rites of  heaven..  4.  la  exalting  them  above  angels ^hat 
never' finned,  and  providing  glorious  manfioQS  for  them. 

1 4.  When  he  comes  in  the  j^rdinantes,  and  qi^kkens 
the  dead  and  languifhing  graces  of  his  people^  as,  i. 
When  he  melts  their  hard  hearts  into  the  exercife  of  re- 
pentance and  mourning  for  fin.  2.  When  he  comes  and 
a^^uatcs  their  faith,  enables  the  weak  (inner  to  go  out  to 
Chrift)  cad  his  fonl  and  lay  his  burden  on  him,  and 
whoHy  to  look  to  him,  and  lean  on  him  fbrpardoiirand 

3  Y  2  falvation- 
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«lv&ti«rt»i  ^.  Whenb«  cooDtes  and  maLkes  tlkeir  hearts 
bum  'Vfhh  love  to  kimfelf,  and  %o.  precious  Cfart ft.  the 
Mediatori  ^hilc  be  talks  to  them,  ai^i  opens  up  the 
fcriptures.  4.  When  he  draws  out  the  defire«  and  pant- 
Wgs  of.  the  foul  towards  himfclf.  3.  When  he  qaicj^ensr 
the  fpif it  of  pra jer^  and  elevates  the  h^art  for  praife, 
and  enables  the  feul  for  every  duty. 

11.  As  to  the  fecond  head.  Wherein  this  preparation 
and  ian^ifying  of  the  heart  for  waiting  on  God  in  ordi- 
ncnces  doth  He.  Firfi,  It  fujppoies,  i»  Xhatwe  are  fia- 
turally-  ^mfit  and  unprepared  for  approacfaing  to  God, 
22.  It  fuppofes  a  work  of  God^s  grace  ai^d  Spirit  on  the 
heart :  he  only  fits,  the  foul  for  fpiritual  things.  '^  It  is 
God  that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  p£  his  good 
pleafure.  The  preparation  of  the  heart  in  man^  and  the 
ailfwer  of  the  tongue  is  from,  the  Lord^^'     Prov.  xvl.  i^ 

Secondly ^  It  directly  i^npors  thefe  things:  i.  The  ioul's 
being:  in  a  gracious  ftate,  trgniflat^d  from  nature  to  grace 
by  the  ^pirk  of  God,  and  that  the  ibul  is  rec<tociled  to 
God  by  the  blood  of  Chrifl,  and  a  work  of  fanftificatlon 
begun  'y  without  this  we  cannot  be  accepted. 

2<  It  lies  in  bringing  our  hefirts^with  ua,  and  engaging 

all  tb«  powers  and  faculties  of  our  fouls  to  attend  God  in 

duty,  Pfal,  Ixjixvi.  11.    "  Unite  njiy  heart  to  fear  thy 

•  name  *^   and,    Pf?d,  cxix<  ip.  "  With  my  whole  heart 

have  i  fought  tb^e.''       ....... 

-  3»  it  lies  in  our  having  right  thoughts  and  uptakings 
of  that  gracious  God  whom  we  approach  to;  i.  That 
we  belitve  that  God  is,  aad  is  a-  Rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  feek  him.      2.  That  he  is  incomprehenfibly 

fr^t  and  glorious,  fills  the  .heavens  a^d  the  earth  with 
is  jprefcncc^  and  that  greot  fear  and  reference  is  due  to 
hiiB.  3«  That  he  is  glorious  in  holinefs,  and  of  purer  eyes 
than  that,  he  can  behold  iniquity.  '4.  That  he  is  fpotlefs 
in  juilice,  |uk1  will  h"^  np  means  clear  the  guilty. 
5*  That  he  is  .omnipotent  in  power,  for  prote^ing  his 
people,  and  deflroymg  his  enemies.  6.  That  he  is 
matcl^lefs  in  clemency  and  mercy,,  eafy  to.be. intreated, 
and  ready  to  forgive  through  Chrifl;,  '  7.  That. he  is 
faithful,  and  keeps  covenant  for  ever. 

4,  It  lies  in  having  humble  and  low  thoughts  of  our* 
telve«,  as  unworthy  to  approach  to  God,-  or  receive  any 
token  of  his  favour.     The  foul  that  is  fandified  and  pre- 
pared for  approaching  to  God^  hath  a  deep  fenfe  of  for- 
«r  -  ncr 
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airer  fins  ^nd  mUcarriages,  wonders  at  God's  patUnce,  that 
thf  earth  has  not  ope^eed  its  mouth .  to  fwallow  it  ap  tj;$ 
now»  . 

:  5.  It  lies  10  cleat)fing  and  purifying  ourfelves,  by  fearch* 
ing  for  and  throwing  out  all  thefe  fins  and  evils  that  ilnfit 
us  for  converfe  with  God,  If  we  would  have  God  (q 
accept  usy  we  tnull  regard  no  init{uity  in  oor  hearts ;  par- 
ticularly, 1.  We  muft  cad  out  pride  and  felf-conceit* 
if  we  have  a  good  opinion  of  ourfelves,  our  duties  and 
performaoces,  God  will  not  accept  us  ^  we  n^uft  count  all 
but  lofs  ,and  dung  for  Chrift  2.  Worldlinefs,  and  thoughts 
about  earthly  things.  3.  Unbelief  and  doubtiogs  con- 
cerning the  truths  of  God.  4*  Maliee  and  revengv. 
5  Vain  and  wandering  thoughts/  and  feek  to  have  our 
hearts  ^^td^  Pf,  Ivi. 

.>6.  It  lies  in  our  retirednefs  and  abilra6^edners  from  the, 
.world  aiui  earthly  thoughts.  In  the  temple,  for  as  much 
|[?ih  as  was  ufed  thete  for  the  facrifipe^  not  one  Hy  was 
feen.ilirring  y  which  teacheth  us  to  drive  away  the  flies 
of  wordly  thoug^rts  in  God's  prefence,  that  they  do  not 
fpoil  nor  corrupt  the  facrifice,  as  that  grievous  fw#rna  of 
flies  did  every  thing  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  £xod..  viii.  24. 
Do  as  Abraham,  when  he  went  to  approaj^  God  and  do 
facriiice  on  inount  Moriah,  Gen.  xxii.  4,  5.  ^^  When  be 
faw  the  plaee  afar  ofF,  he  faid  to  his  young  men,  abide 
you  here  with  the  afs,  and  I  ^nd  the  lad  will  go  yonder 
and  worihip."  He  knew,  that  if  they  had  gone  along 
with  him,  they  would  fo  diilf  ji£l  him  with  their  clamour^ 
that  he  could  not  offer  facrifice  with  that  freedom  aad 
tranquillity  of  fplrit  requisite. 

7*  it  lies  in  (examining  tb^  principles  from  which  you 
a£l,  and  ends, to  which  you>  move  in  duty.  The  princi- 
ples muil  be  faith  and  lave>  the  belief  of  God's  com- 
mand, and  the  loye  of  Chiifl,  muil  con  A  rain  you  t9  duty« 
Your  ends  mufl  be,  to.  glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  ^  not  as 
the  Pharifees,  to  be  feen  of  men  >  not  legal  ends,  to  get 
a  reward.  Seltiih  and  legal  ends  are. as  a  dead  fly  to  fpoil 
the  ointment  and  make  duties,  unfavoury  to  God«  O  for 
right  principles,  pure  and  fprituaj  ends  ! 

8.  Itconiifls  in  labouring  to  get  the  heart  in  a  fuitable 
frame  for  cottverfe .  with  God  j  as,  1.  In  a  humble  and 
felf  denied  frahue.  2.  Xxi  a  fpiritual  aud  heavenly. frame, 
3.  In  a  fixed  and  flayed  frame,  calling  in  all  Graying  and 
wandering,  thoughts,  bje^thing  out  that  prayer,  Pfalm 

Ixxxvi. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 

Inference  I.     See  hence  the  caufe  why  fo  few  get  dif- 
coveries  ^f  God's  glo»*y,  and  wonders  of  racrcy,  in  the 
ordinance,  but  meet  with  an  hidini^  God ;  they  do  not ' 
fanAify  thenafelTes,  and  prepare  their  hearts  in  a  (uitable 
manner. 

I.  Ufe  of  reproof  to  fcverals  r  r.  'to  thofe  who  ap- 
proach God  under  the  power  of  wandering  and  roving^ 
thoughts,  their  minds  are  -not  filled,  fan^tified  and  pre- 
.  pared.  ^  2.  I'o  thofe  whofe  minds  are  going  after  their 
coretoofnefe,  when  their  bodies  only  ^  are  prefented  be- 
fore God.  3.  To  thofe  who  are  hypocritical  and  formal 
in  their  approaches  to  God.  4.  To  thofe  whofe  hearts 
arc  dull  and  drowfy  in  God's  iervtce. 

III.  Ufe  of  trial.  It  concerns  you  upoQ  this  occairon 
to  examine  if  your  hearts  be  ian6Vtfied  and  prepared  for 
approaching  God  to-morrow.  It  is  highly  neceffary  now 
to  examine  your  fouls,  **  Let  a  roan  examine  hirofelf, 
and  So  let  him  eat.^  I  fear  there  are  many  unfanflified 
and  unprepared  hearts  among  us.  And,  in  order  to  aflilt 
yon  therein,  1  fliall  givt  fom^e  remarks,*  both  negatively 
and  pofitively. 

I.  Negatively,  m^rks  of  unfan^ified  hearts,  i.  The 
Ignorant  heart  that  knows  notChrift,  nor  has  any  uptak- 
ing  of  the  way  of  falvation  through  his  nghteoufnefV. 
Such  are  unprepared,  and  incapable  of  gracious  commu- 
aicn  with  God.  See  how  the  promife  runs,  Jcr.  xxiv. 
7.  "  1  will  give  them  an  heart  to  know  me,-  that  I  am 
the  Lord,  and  thev  (hall  be  my  people^  and  I  will  be 
their  God 5  for  they  (hall  return  unto  me  with  their 
whole  heart.'*  2.  The  unbelieving  heart  is  unprepared. 
5.  The  impenit^t  heart.  4.  The  heart  that  harbours 
Chrift  s  enemy.  5.  The  heart  that  hath  no  loVc  to 
the  friends  of  Chrift-  7.  ^o  hungering  and  thirfting:  af- 
ter Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs.  8  That  hath  (light 
thoughts  of  his  ordinances.  9.  IndiiFerence  about  the 
fuccefs  of  the  ordinances.  10.  That  reiifts  the  motions 
cf/the  Spirit,  ii.  The  heart  that  is  drowfy,  and  at  no 
pains  to  waken  itfclf.  12.  That  is  a  ft  ranger  to  itfelf, 
and  to  feif  examination.  Such  hearts  are  unfanflified 
and  unprepared  for  approaching  to  God  to  morrow.  2. 
Poiitive  marks  of  hearts  in  fome  meafure  fan^ified   anil 

prepared. 
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prepared,     t.  Hearts  fenfible  of  their  depravfty  and  iin« 
ftilnefs.     2.  That   arc  feniible  of  thrir  need  of  Chrift. 
3.  Hearts  filled  with  revenge  aj^ainft  fin.     4.  That  are 
humble  and  lowly.     5.  Hearts  troubled  for  heart- pbgues 
and  fins.     6.  Hearts  that  confent  to  the  well-ordered  co. 
Tenant  In  all  its  articles.  -   7.  Hearts  that  aim  at  cotnmii- 
nion  and  fellowfhip  with  God  in  every  duty.  8.     Hearts, 
that  hold  on  in  clofe  purfuit  after  Chrift,  notwithftanding 
diicouragefnents   and  difappointments,  as  Mary   Magda- 
lene, who  would  not  leava  the  fepulchre,  when  others  left;, 
it.     9.  Hearts  that  are  unfatisfied  with  the  bed  means 
and  ordinances,  if  Godjbe  not  found  in  thetn.    10.  Hearts  , 
that  are  applying  thcmf^lvcs  to  every  duty,   in  ChrjftV 
ftrehgth,  faying,  without  Chrift  .1  can  do  nothing.     11^ 
Hearts  that  are  troubled  when  they  drive  heavily  in  duty,; 
and  are  weary  of  (heir  remiffnefa.     12.   Hearts  tender  of 
the  peace  of  God,  afraid  of  fin,  and  grieving  tho  Spirit. 
13.  Hearts  concerned  about  the  fuccefs  of  this  ordinance^  . 
both  with  cefpei£k  to  themfelves   and   others.     14.  Hearts, 
concerned  for  want  of  fufficient  preparation,  praying,  with 
Hezekiah,  for  pardon  and' acceptance,  though  notcleanfcd, 
according  to  the  purification  of  the  fanduaryi  2  Chron*. 
zxxk  18,  19. 

IV.  Ufe  of  exhortation.  O  communicants,  fandify  your- 
felves  againfl  to-morrow,  that  the  Lord  may  come  down 
and  do  wonders  among  3^014,  vronders  of  mercy  for  your 
fouls. 

Motive  1.  Confider  that  the  near  approach  you  are  ta 
make  to  God  at  his  table  to-morrow,  is  the  ncareA  ap^ 
^roach  you  can  podibly  make  on  thi^  fide  of  deaih  Con- 
fider  what  preparation  God  requifed  ot  the  I fr^^ elites  for 
receiving  the  fiery  law  at  Mount  ina^,  Exo^.  xix.  p,  \u 
<<  God  commanded  them  to  iandify  themfelves,  Wa(h  their 
clothes,  and  be  ready  againft  the  third  dity^  for  upon  that 
day  the  Lord  would  come  down  upon  Mount  Sinai,  ifv 
fight  of  all  the  people."  What  awful  fear  and  trembling' 
do  you  imagine  wa^  there  among  them,  wl^en^'od  came 
down  in  a  thick  cloud,  when  the  trunipet  begspo  found, 
the  thunder  to  crack,  the  mountain  to  fmoke,  and  the 
earth  to  tremble  under  .the  weight  of  the- great  God  def» 
cending  on  it.  Well,  ye  (hould  be  under  the  fame  awe 
of  God  in  this  iblemn  ordinance  as  they  were.  It  is  true, 
he  comes  not  down  with  fuch  terror,  to  tive  a  fiery  law  as 
on  Mount  Sinai,  but  to  deliver  the  gofpel  of  peace  from 
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Mqu*i  Sm«  S^  mmi,  k  is  fbo  Cmm  Go4  that  i^9,^k%^ 
bfilk  the  feiqe  W»j«fty,  tl^e  fain^  suthf^itji  j  an4  th^refoa;© 
}Hitt  ibauld  frrpgilf  91  «arefall)r».  smI  1^  «s  hmvM^  hf |or^ 
kim,  M  t)i*  irr9.«liHs  wtre.  ^  Were  God  i»  «^nM»  d9¥f9  ?-< 
mofi^  yo^  t^inotrttw  is  tortij^k  spajeAjv  Ao.u}d  a  thicl^ 
cbmd  fiU  ihif.  j)i9iife»  aed  lightfiing  brf^  onf,  sm34  ft^^i4 
you  hear  the  tfanider  of  hk  T«ice»  '^  I  am  tbq  I^qkcI^  tilJMNM^ 
lialt  h»S9  nQ  cilhev  9qJ»  hefcnii  ine^?  «eir|ai^l]L  &ch  «( 
dbcadful  gku7  ^HHili  mahe  yQUi  hetnl^  trepMc  mij^ 
j9%  a«^  th»  e»r^h  tionble  beaf iiltt  yoit<  W^l)»  tj^pm, 
God  ti  cfuie  (fewii:  at  matty  amonf  ^mk$»  ^mm^  the  I£^ 
nwKtet ,  heai;  him  with  the  fitme  itetB^onoe,.  and  W  f^  MAT 
teM  upon  adomtion  »§  ih«]r  were.  Let  ^1  hi%  gvAP'mi^ 
wad  fapnlnHT  v<^  otcoade&cndingrlo  dMl  ^Hh  3K)\%  U^p^ 
jon  to  coflBA  vfith  left  prepairatiion  and  xt «eH«Qe««  i 

IL  Confi^rthe  Qatuta  q£  ihal  God  }fou  sw^e  ^  H^ 
pfoach  to.  u  A  greal  mi4  mig^tiji  Qed,,  PfaU  l«$^i|-  7» 
8.  ^^  God  is  greatly  to  be  feaied  tn  tbo  affembly  €#  t^Q 
iivilt$y  and:  to  be  had  in  revoMBce  of  aU  ihem  tbpti  arft  ^ 
bout  biaa.  O  JLoK^f  God  of  hofla»  ifh«  ta  a  fttMg  l4«(4 
like  unto  tfaee,  os  Iq  thj  &i:th£uhiefs  rowtd  abpi^fe  thef  ^'^ 
\¥0uld  we  feaft  with  a  great  Sing  with'  fiUh}r  h^d»:  9S^ 
garments  ?  Jofeph  prepared  himfelf,  by  (havuig  hin^{ 
and  changing*  his  taiiaept,  befinre  he-  wcai  in  to  {^ar^Q^  i 
«nd  will  thou  not  pceptre  thyfelf,  hj  puttiiig  thj  (bi^  isi 
f^  hoiieft  dre&  and  hiunhlcit,  pofttire^  when  thp^  wt  |a^ 
go  to  the  King  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  2.  He  is  a  jej^Qim 
und  ofneificicflA  God»  m«ft  jealous,  of  Ivb  hgnour,  and  will 
come  in  to  fee  the  giieft^y  Matth.  x^xii*  ii^  and  ^he9  ht 
will  fpy  eveiy  unprepared  ajod  i^qfeiiai^fied  gueft  »  h» 
Aoticea  the  llate  of  yo»«  fo^t^  ibe  frame  of  yp»r  heefffiA 
the  ends,  of  your  comwinnicatiQg,  and  yojuor  prepas^t^  ^-r 
fore  hand*  0  then  fanitify  yourfelvefi).  before  y^^  come 
to  the  feaft,  3.  He  is  a  pure  and  holjr  G^d  ;  he  capnot 
hold  eofsmunion  with  ni\holy>  perfevs^  he  wiU  he  l^^i'^ 
*£ed  in  them  that  eome  nigh  himy  Lev;^  x^  3^  he  rfiU  b^ 
attended  ^a  holy  God^  in  a  holy  manner.  Did  %  holj 
engel  few|ft  vith  jau  at  a  certain  pkoOy  againft  fuch  «» 
bour^^  woyld  yon  not  prepare  with  aU  feriodTnois  end  fo-r 
lemivity  to  attend  him  !  Oh  I  but  it  is  the  God  of  angeU 
.lA»t  tryfia  with  you  here,  even  tbeGgd  before «i horn th«  an* 
gel*  adore,  and  coVer  their  faces  and  feet  with  their  wings 
and  cry,  ^^  Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  almighty.  U 
the  linen  o^  the  com^mnio*  lable^  01  veiolt  that  hold 
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tM  «S<Smtnh  ip^tte  fotiT,  ft  would  h€  re^dy  to  diixdaitt  a- 
^inft  it^^nd  ho  dotibt  thete  oufrht  to  be  nbferved  am 
btitwtttd  dfccfcticy  in  this  pefpeft  j  Chrift  woifld  haiv^c  the 
very  Totnn  in  gobd  otdct  Where  he  Wars  to  eat  the  patfovet.  . 
But  O  it  ts  531  feaall  trrime  to  Irayt  a  foul  doth' or  Teffel  fiir 
butward  elements  in  refped  of  what  it  is  to  have  a  fotil 
keart,  Of  an  unpttpared  fonl  to  ehttttahi  ft  hdly  (i^d,  and 
io  tfecJetve  tht  fcrody  &nd  blood  of  C?hTtft* , 

5*  Coniider  that  God^s  people  uied  alwayt  Jgr^t  ptei- 
"paratron  befotc  tfhc  Iblfcmn  appiroftchiiig  to  Gen,  Gen; 
kicJT.  r,-— i?.  "VVhefe  We  fac  how  Ibleihtaly  Jacob  pre- 
dated hittifelf  and -his  fttfnity,  when  by  Crod^s  trommahfl 
iie  wu^  t^bifig  tip  to  itetliel  to  facrifiee  unto  the  Lord. 
•*  Threy  dhatige  thcJt  fearinent,  i^ih  and  tnakethemfelyat 
tlean,  and  put  away  their  'ft¥an|rfe  ^*ds.**  How  muck 
kittfe  ought  We  prtpate,  whtn  we  go  hot  only  to  Bethe!^ 
<tod*8  horife,  but  to  Gbd*s  table,  by  changing  Our  gar- 
Ih^nts  of  'fill,  aild  t^ttt^g  on  Chrift^  ri^xteoufnefs  by 
hith,  afad  ^utttu]^  aW^y  and  moitifying  our  lufls  and 
Idoh  df  jtralouiy  !  We  lee  alfo  the  Hatmift's  prepara- 
tion Ibt  approacftirig  to  God,  ffiiL  xxvi; «.  **  I  wMl  waA 
Illy  h^iidi  in  inftoc<;ncy,  b  wHl  I  cottipaf^  thme  altav,  b 
lidtd,**  I'he  TtWslwd  great  pteparattoii  foi^theiJiflbvet^ 
kud  lb  Ihobld  Wt  fbv  the  Lord'^  fuppeh,  that  1$  cotfae  In  iti 
tbOto.  Wherefore  ii^  *dd  the  primitive  Chrifliahti  ufei- 
to  fit  tip^  whole  nights  at  prafet  before  the  Lord's  fttppef^ 
^hitJh  thev  called  '^oigiKd. 

4.  Cdnfider  thtit  the  nrttter  of  this  fatrfathetit  rtquirei 
fblenm  prep^ation;  Solotftoh  di^efh  ns,  wh«ii  vtt  are  t^ 
eat  With  »  tdler,  to  tokfidfet  Whut  is  fet  before  us,  Prov. 
it^il.  I.  Thete  kreliere  the  fymbbls  of  Chrift^  body  ani 
blood,  ttfte  foodl  It  is  a  gh:at  fin  toabufe  ctommon  meat 
ahd  drink:,  ot  to  psirtkke  of  thefe  without  fomt  fetidu* 
thought  beforehand.  Wt  Would  have  V^ls  cflean  to 
hold  oar  ordinary  *f(iod  ^  but  here  is  foul  food,  heaven^  | 
dainties,  Aejewel  of  heskVen*  Chr^^s  body  in  the  faa- 
etdment  ntun  be  wrapt  in  a  clean  fotil,  as  well  as  his  bocty 
by  Jdfephof  AHmathea  Was  wrapt  i^  tleaii  lin^,  and  lard 
Tttx  A  hfcw  totnb. 

5.  The  duties  to  be  performed  at  the  Lord^  table  re- 
j   y              quire  pi'ej)araftiwi  5  vi:c;  Covenanting  with  God,  renewmg 

our  baprifinal  vow,  eiprefling  our  Icrve  to  Chfitt^  fealling^ 
^  6t  a  brtjktn  Chritti 
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6*  Yott  are  natarally' unfit  for  this  ordinance  )  natural* 
ly  you  have  neither  habitual  nor  adlual  preparation,  be« 
ing  dead  in  fins  and-  trefpaffes,  leprous,  loathfomc,  car- 
nd,  and  earthly-minded.  Wherefore  we  mud  be  quick- 
ened and  puriified,  before  we  can  hold  communion  with  a 
holy  God* 

7*  Becaufe  communion  with  God  would  be  altogether 
difagreeable  to  an  unbndified  foul,  he  would  weary  of  it, 
•nd  t?ke  no  pleafure  in  it. 

8.  fiecaufe  of  the  grea^  advantage  of  this  preparation^ 
God  wir  come  to-  morrow,  and  work  wonders  of  mercy 
for  fiich  AS  fincerely  aim  at  preparation.  O  then  fan£Sfy 
yout^elves.  ^tiefi.  What  are  thefe  wonders  of  mercy* 
jinfi  I.    He  v^ill  raifc  Head  fouls  out  of  the  grave,  and 

'put  life  in  them  a.  He  will  warm  ^old  hearts,  and  put 
fpiritual  heat  in  them.  3.  He  will  foften.  hard  rocky 
liearts,  and  make  them  tender  and  feniible.     4.  He  will 

.  cleave  the  rock,  and  make  waters  gufh  out^of  it,  the  wa- 
ters uf  plcnitentia)  tears.  5.  He  will  cure  the  paralytic 
trembling  hilnd,  that  could  hardly  he  ilretched  out,  or 
^rip  to  any  thing.  He  will  enable  the  weak  foul  to  grip 
£ift  to  Chrid,  and  fubfcribe  his  name  to  the  marriage* 
contrad.  6*  He  will  fbengthen  the  feeble  knees  and 
hme  feet,  and  make  the  foul  to  run  on  in  the  way  of  his 
commandments  with  an  enlarged  heart.     7.  He  will  kill 

Iftrong  Goliaths  and  lufts,  that  defied  the  armies  of  the 
God  of  Ifrael.  8.  He  Will  fix  a  wandering  hearty  and  fix 
it  on  God  and  things  above.  9*  He  will  heal  a  wounded 
confcience  by  the  balm  of  Gilead.  I9.  He  will  brighten 
a  dark  cloudy  mind,  and  refolve  all  the  doubts  and  fears 
of  a  believen     ii«  He  will  give  a  fight  of  the  king  in  his 

"  beauty,  a  view'of  the  (miles  of  Chrift^s  k>vely  face.  1 2- 
He  will  give  a  feal  of  the  pardon  of  all  your  fins.  13. 
He  will  give  a  I^ifgah-view  sA  Canaan,  a  fight  of  the  pro- 
mifed  land.     14.  He  will  feaft  the  hungry,  and  fill  them 

'with  the  dainties  of  heaven •  O  thefe  are  rare  wonders 
of  grace  that  Chrift  will  work  for  the  prepared  foul,  O, 
preparationr  is  your  feed-time,  receiving  is  your  harveft. 
Now,  as  a  man  foweth  fo  (hall  he  reap  ^  '*  he  that  foweth 
^aringly,  (hall  reap  fparingly,  and  he  which  foweth  boun- 

.tifiilly,  (hall  reap  alfo  bountifully,*^  2  Cor*  ix.  6*  It  is 
in  the  duty  of  partaking,  as  in  the  duty  of  praying;  the 
more  prepared  a  man's  heart  is  to  pray,  the  greater  is  his 
return  from  heaven,  Pial*  jt*  17.   ^*  Thou  wilt  prepare 
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their  hearts,  thou  wilt  caufs  thine  ear  to  hear/*  So  it 
may  be  faid  in  ihe  cafe  of  receiving^,  thou  wilt  prepare 
the  heart,  thou  wilt  caufe  thine  hand  to  give.  When  God 
prepares  a  man^s  heart  for  dutv,  it  is  a  token  he  hath  a 
hand  prepared  for  mercy.  '  Hence  the  Lord  makei  that 
gracious  promife,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  lO.  *'  Open  thy  mouth 
wide,  and  I  will  fill  it.^'  q.  d.  I  will  enlarge  my  hand, 
as  you  enlarge  your  heart  He  faith,  as  Jofeph  to  his 
fleward,  CTen.  xliv.  i.  *^  Fill  the  mens  facks  as  much  at 
they  can  carry.'*  So  as  Jofeph's  brethren  prepared  f^ckl 
in  Bumber  and  largenefs,  fo  did  they  carry  corn  a^way  \ 
and  as  you  bring  prepared  hearts  to  the  ordinance,  fo  fhall 
you  reap  bene£t  thereby. 

6.  fiecaufe  of  the  great  danger  in  coming  unprepared. 
If  you  do  Aot  fandify  and  prepare  yourfelves,  God  will 
come  and  do  wonders  of  judgment,  wonders  of  wrath 
among  you.  i.  He  may  inflid  bodily  difeafes  ^  as,  i. 
Cor.  xi.  30.  ,  2.  He  may  fend  untimely  death.  3.  He 
may  fmite  with  defertion  from  God.  4.  He  may  fend 
darknefs  on  the  mind.  5.  H*^  may  fmite  with  deadnefs 
and  impenitency  on  the  he^rt.  6.  With  decaying  and 
withering  on  the  gifts  and  graces.  7.  He  may  fend  lean- 
nefs  and  barennefs  on  the  foul.  8.  He  may  fmlte  with 
formality  and  lifelefsoefs  in  duty.  9.  With  fearednefs  on 
the  confcience,  fo  as  it  (hall  challenge  for  no  (in.  lo.  He 
may  fend  horror  and  terror  on  the  confcience,  fo  as  to 
make  \^  a  Magor-Mifiabib.  1 1 .  He  may  let  fatan  loofe 
againft  «you  with  temptations,  atheifiical  and  blafphemous 
thoughts.  12.  He  may  fend  you  to  hell  from  the  com- 
munion-table, as  Matth.  xxii.  12,  13.  *^'  And  he  faid 
unto  him,  friend,  how  earned  in  hither  not  having  on  a 
wedding-grarment  ?  And  he  was  fpeechlefs.  Then  faid 
the  king  to  the  fervaots,  bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  take 
him  away,  and  caft  htm  in%  utter  darknef^.^* 

^efi.  How  (hall  I  get  my  heart  fandified  and  prepared 
fo  as  I  may  exped^  the  Lord  will  come  and  do  wonders  of 
grace  for  me  to-morrow.  Anf,  There  is  a  twofold  pre- 
paration, habitual  and  adual  \  you  muft  ftudy  both,  and 
habitual  preparation  in  the  6r(l  place,  ^uefl  What  is 
habitual  preparation  ?  Anf,  It  hath  feveral  ingredients  in 
it.  I.  a  covenant  relation  to  God  in  Chriit.  2.  A  prin- 
ciple of  fpiritifal  life.  3.  A  date  of  peace  with  God. 
4.  The  imputation  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs.  j.  An  uni- 
verfal  cl^ange  by  regenerating  grace.     6.  The  inhabitation 
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tithe  Spftit-  7.  A  holy  cofrirctfatioti.  8i  Thfe  femp  df 
ii  proffeffion.  >^tf^.  1.  What  is  a6hial  prepattition  for  th^ 
Lords  fiipp«r?  J^/>  t.  Stqutftmtitig  butftlires  frbrti 
the  world,  a.  Self-exatnination.  3*  Hutniliiftiofi  fot  fin. 
4.  Rcoeivinis:  of  "oar  petfonal  covenant  With  God  in 
Chriit.  5.  Retbrmatitm  of  what  is  amH^.  €.  Exciting 
df  an  the  grkcrs  to  &  lively  ^ercife.  f.  Mtcjitatioti  xm 
the  death  a&d  fufietihgs  bf  ChriA.  8.  Earttefl  prayer  tb 
God  fot  prepafation  and  adlftahce  in  iht  Wotk  ;  and,  af^^ 
ybur  nttnoft  prtrparation,  yon  mufl:  lay  no  ftrefs  iherfebti, 
but  cdft  yourfelf  wholly  on  Chrift  fbr  aAiftancc,  fayin^^ 
"  It  is  only  in  the  Lt>rd  I  have  rightboiifncfs  atid  ftteligth.*^ 
We  ought  to  be  denied  to  ourfelves,  and  to  look  wiA 
]!)avid  to  th^  Lord  both  for  kSlftatrce  and  ftcteptahce, 
ftalih  licxi^  16.  "  I  wHl  go  in  ftrengfK  of  the  Lbrfl,  1 
will  make  mentibn  of  thy  rijjhteoufnfefi,  eten  of  thirt 
only/'  .  Ybu  ought  to  imitate  king  Afe,  who,  though  ht 
had  a  great  army  to  fight  againft  the  Ethiopians,  yet  crted 
to  the  liord,  and  trdfted  in  him  albnt  Tor  help,  as  you 
have  it  tecorded,  ii^hroh.  xiv.  11.  **  Ahd  Afa  crried  nn* 
to  the  Lord  his  God,  and  faid,  Lord,  it  i^  nothing  with 
thee  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  thrtn  that  havfe 
to  power  ^  help  uis,  d  Lord  our  Gbd  j  for  wfc  reil  otk 
Chte,  4nd  in  thy  name  we  gb  out  againtl  this  tflultitude.'^ 
St>  let  every  cbtntttun leant  fay,  "  Ldtdyallmyftrcngthand 
preparations  are  noufebt,  I  have  no  power  for  celebrating 
^is  feaft,  help  me,  O  Lotd  my  God,  for  I  reft  on  thee, 
and  in  thy  name  1  go  to  this  gteat  amd  weighty  Ctdlnanck**^ 
And  if  vou  come  fbtw^td  tb-toorrow  in  this  felf-denietl 
and  fandified  frame,  you  have  ground  to  expert  that  tfat 
Lbtd  will  do  wonders  of  ^racfc  and  mercy  for  you. 
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•  -ij.  M  i    yuj    lit  ..J  J >.  ill    lifp? 


From  Canticles  ii.   4.     Ke  brou^t  me  to  the  bnnquet\ng 
i^^Hf^%  and  his  banner  over  tn^  V)tu  love^ 

Tmi  whole  of  tWs  fong  is  9.n  alleg^orical  defcnptioi^^ 
qf  thp  inyftetiQUS  Vtjion  »n<l  cpmrnunjon  fectvwxt 
Qbri(l  4nd  bU  Chwch,  mider  the  peyfons  of  a  bifiditg^fponft 
and  Ipride,  which  U  a  fifccjqcpt;  oiftaphor  m^de  ^fc  qf  |» 
Scfipturc,  The  forty- fifth  pfalm  Js  an  abridjjcraent  of 
thi*  (Qftgi  In  this  chapter  Chrjft  and  the  Church  feems 
to  ftuy^  wlio  ftiaU  o^tvje  each  other  in  their  commeqda-/ 
tipns*  Chrift  firft  commends  the  Churchy  ^nd  then  the 
Qhurch  e;ict;QU  Chrift-  She  ooippj^re^  hip[^  to  the  "ap^le- 
t.ree  9L(i;\OAg  the  ^re.c?  of  the  woqcI,"  verfe  3.  Chrift  1$  s| 
firi^itnbearing  tree,  Wt  the  QhiUreiX  pf  wei^  ajrc  barren 
trees.  And  O  but  his  (hadow  is  refrefhing^  and  bis  friiit 
fweet  tQ  a  believer,  ftutj  as  if  tb<^  ihadpwj  a|id  fruits  of 
^n  apple-tree  were  too  low  ?  ^wile^  to  fet  forth  h'S  ei^ceU 
Iftficjf  s^nd  goodnefs,  fhe  tells  us  pf  the  entertainment  he 
gives  her  in  the  banqueting-houfe,  in  the  Hj^t. 

Whefe  we  have,-|.  Xh^  pl^pe  which  the  Spoufe  ^a$ 
lirpught  tp,  **  th^  hsn^juetia^'hoiifej"  or  bpufe  of  wine, 
i  <.  oi  feafting,  becaufe  wine  is  a  principal  p^rt  of  fe^lls  j 
by  whiqb  we  are  to'  underftaod  the  order,  or  means, 
whereby  Chrift  conveys  his  graces  and  blc flings  to  believ- 
%v%  Ji  and  (here  is  npne  qf  all  the  or4in.^nces  o?  the  gofpel 
th^  may  mo.f  e  fitly  be  called  the  baP<|uct}ng  or  feaj(ling- 
l^o^fe,  than  this  of  the  l^ord's  fupper,  which  is  the  gre^t 
Ifofp^l-feaft  wherewith  Chrift  eptert^ipsh's  people  pii  earth. 
Qr^inances  are  ealied  his  baP^Detja^-hopfe^  becaoje  pf 
.the  great  plenty,  variety,  and  richer  pf  the  yeffings  he 
thereliJiy  communicates  to  his  people. 

2.  We  have  the  perfan  that  briogs  her  into  this  b?(n- 
queting-hQufe»  and  th?t  is  Chrift,  *•  HE  brought  me  •/' ' 
which  (hews,    \.  Our  w^nt  pf  light  to  thefe  bleftings  of 
<^rfelves.  '  All  our  right  is  in  Chiift^     2,  Qur  ^mpptency 
ta  cpBV?  tp  the   fcafting-hQufe  \  he  m^ft  j^ive  us  both 
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ffasngth  and  preparation  of  foul,     j.  The  frecnefi  of  his 
grace  in  bcftowing  thefe  blefliogs  on  us. 

5.  The  manner  how  fhe  is  brought  in,  and  that  is  un- 
der a  banner^  flandardf  or  eniign.  It  is  a  military  word  ; 
banners  or  enfigns  are  ufed  in  camps  and  armies.  Pfal. 
XX.  5.  "  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  faWation,  a«id  in  the 
name  of  our  God  will  fet  up  our  banners.^'  Her  march 
O^'eotry  into  this  fea(liug>houfe  was  joyful  and  triumphant^ 
ftich  as  that  of  people  under  a  difplayed  bannex  ^  or  co- 
lours lifted  up.  Colours  are  ufefdl  to  draw,  invite,  en- 
gage, and  lead  people  after  their  captain  \  and  the  Uftingr^ 
Up  or  difplaying  of  colours  is  a  %n  to  invite  and  dircfb 
tfaofe  of  fuch  a  party  or  fide,  to  come  to  fucb  a  place,  or 
march  fuch  a  way.  Now,  what  is  the  device  or  motto. of 
Chrifi'<  banner  >  not  like  thofc  of  other  generals,  a  lion, 
an  eagle,  &c.  but  LOVE.  The  love  of  a  crucified  Jefus 
is  like  a  banner  lifted  up  and  difplayed  in  the  gofpel  for 
inviting  and  engaging  finners  to  come  to  him.  Love  is 
the  banner  that  Chriil  lifts  up  and  difplays  this  day,  to 
engage  you  to  come  to  htm,  and  lift  yourfelves  under  his 
banner.  Love  is  that  which  leads  to  t^e  banqueting^ 
boafey  and  furnifhes  prov^lion  and  entertainment  for  us 
there. 

Obferve  L  That  Chrift  has  rich  feails  in  the  ordinaiKes 
for  entertaining  his  people's  fouls. 

IL  That  the  banner  which  Chrift  difplays  for  dr^iwing 
m  to  him  is  LOVE. 

As  to  the  firlt,  1  fliall  (hew,  t.  That  Chrift  in  the  or- 
diiiances  doth  provide  feafts  for  his  people's  fouls.  2.  That 
the  LordH  fupper  in  particular  is  pne  principal  feaft  that 
he  prepares  for  them.  3.  Why  he  prepares  fuch  a  feaft. 
4.  Shall  apply. 

As  to  the  firjd,  it  is  evident,  i.  From  Code's  promife 
to  his  people,  Pfal.  xxxi.  8.  '^  They  (hall  be  abundantly 
fatisfied  with  the  fatn^fs  of  thy  houfe,  and  thou  (halt 
xiake  them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleafures.**  Ifaiah 
XXV.  €•  *'  And  in  this  mountain  (hall  the  Lord  of  Hofts 
make  unto  all  people  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of 
wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  fall  of  marrow,  of 
wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.*'  This  promife  is  con- 
cerning the  gofpel  times.  From  Pro.y.  ix.  2.  where  Wtf» 
iom^  i.  e.  Ctrift,  is  faid  tO  have  "  fcrllcd  her  beafta, 
mingled  her  winie,  at  d  iurni(hed  her  table.^'  And,  to 
namp  no  more,  from  Luke  xv.  where  the  father  prepares 
the  fatted  cali  for  his  penitent  prodigal. 
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« 2.  From  the  experience  of  God^s  people,  as  of  Davrd, 
Pfalm  iv.  6*  Ixiii.  $•  and  Ixv.  4.  and  particularly  frona. 
the  experience  of  the  church  in  the  text,  God^s  people 
can  fct  to  their  feal  to  this  truth. 

As  to  the  fecond  head,  that  the  Lord's  fiipper  is  one 
principal  feaft,  iwhich  the  Lord  prepares  for  his  people^/ 
Ayhercfore  it  i5  called,  the  tabie  of  the  Lord,  I  Cor.  x.  3r. 
It  is  called  afeaft  on  the  faerie  of  Chrift^  i  Cor.  v.*  7, 8. 
ui  Viedding-feajly  Mat.  xxiii.  4.  In  thefe  places  the  Lord^s 
fupper  is  principally  pointed  at.  I  ihall  here  (hew  where- 
in, thib  Lord's  fupper  refembles  a  feafl ',  yea,  it  is  not  an 
ordinary  feaft,  it  is  a  rich,  royal,  and  magnificent  feaft* 
•%  I.  At  a  feafl  there  is  rich  and  noble  proviiion*  So 
here  there  is  more  than  bread  and  wine,  even  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift,  ^'  My  fie(h  is  meat  indeed,  and  my 
blood  is  drink  indeed,''  John  vr.  55*  What  bread  and 
wine  aff<Hds  to  the  body,  viz.  (Irength,  comfort,  and 
nouviihment,  the  fame  doth  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrilt^ 
r-eeeived  by  fi^ith,  yield  to  the  foul.  Here  is  fpiritual 
food  .to  the  hungry  foul,  bread  that  ftrengthens  man's 
beaict,  and  wine  that  cheers  the  fainting  (pirits*  ^Behold 
here  is  wifdom's  gates,  and  wifdom's  feaA.  It  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here,  good  to  wait  at  her  door  polls.  Here  tl^e 
breafts  of  confolation  are  drawn  forth,  here  we  may  fuclc 
and  be  fatisBed.  Here  the  fountain  of  life,  and  the  well? 
of  falvation  are  opened,  the  done  rolled  from  the  well's 
mouth.  Here  is  the  hidden  manna,  angels  food,  bread 
from  heaven,  yea  the  fruits  of  the  tree  of  life,  that  grows 
in  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God.  Here  is  the  water.of 
)ife  that  fprings  from  beneath  the  throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb,  clear  as  chryilal  \  if  you  get  but  one  drop  of  it, 
it  (hall  be  an  everlafting  fpring  in  your  foul,  fo  that  yoa 
need  not  third  after  carnal  comforts  and  enjoyments.—- 
Here  are  the  grapes  of  Canaan,  the  fruits  that  grow,  ia 
the  land  of  proniife  -,  yea  cluilers  of  thefe  grapes  are  at 
this  feaft,  the  fitft  fruitf  of  heaven.  In  a  word,  there"  is^ 
at  this  fpiritual  feafl  for  the  foul  to  feed  on,  Chriil  crucf- 
fied,  and^all  his  benefits  and  purchafe  :  And  are  there  not 
many  di(hes  and  delicacies  here  \ 

I.  Here  is  pardon  of  fin  fealed  to  a  believer.  O  is 
not  this  a  rare  feaft  and  excellent  cheer,  Matth.  ix.  2. 
•*  Be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee.''  Here 
you  get  Chris's  blood,  which  was  (hed  for  mi^ny,  for  the 
remiifion  of  fins*     I{ere  we  clafp  about  a  crucified  Chrift 
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t«  tlie  grrtt  propitiatory  ftCnfiicc  ht  Mr  f  n*,  mid  9tcept  I 

of  litm  a«  the   Lord  our  righteoufncft ;  and  thos  we  #t-  ] 

ccive  the  remiflion  of  fins.     Here  God  faith  to  s  beliet^er, 

S8  Nathan  to  David,  1  Ssm.  iVu  15.  *^  Ihe  Lord  hath  | 

put  away  thy   fins    thou  /h^  t  not  d^e.**     Here  we  iTear 

the  voice  of  joy  and  gladnefs,  which  hath  rtiade  many  t 

brokeo  bone  to  rejo'ce.      U  ther^  any  thinf  more  fw«et 

than  pardon  to  a  rondetnfied  man  neir  the  place  t>f  e»t^ 

cut  ion  >   And   what  can  gite  rtore  jov^  than  a  frefc  <lit 

charge  to  a  finner  arrcfted  by  juftice,  and  drawn  tfl  heU't 

door  to  be  cail  <nto  that  prifon  for  dtl>t,  out  of  whick 

there  is  no  redemp't'on. 

2.  .We  have  pe.  ce  and  fr!fend(hl|)  with  God  5  0  rire 
diili!  not  only  to  be  fr^ed  of  a  burden  6f  debt,  that  W0«l^ 
bave  weighed  us  doWu  to  hell  ^  and  f(^  ^ht^h  mAliiotil 
already  have  been  carried  thither,  and  ifte  roa^ng  unilev 
It  without  hope  J  but  alfo  to  be  received  intb (f^dtlh^^^f 
trith  God :  For  in  this  fdcrament  a  covenmt  ht  ftiMm 
9[nd  friehdfhip  is  fealed  and  confirmed.  Q  fnt^ft'^if'Bol  ht 
%  fweet  cordial,  for  an  enemy,  a  rebel,  to  he  bwned  tfPft 
i|}ecial  fevourite  of  the  King  of  htevetr,  -  (b' fhat  ^ho  fM 
9iay  fend  a  challenge  to  hell  and  earth,  iind  hrid  'l4«4^ill^ 
to  men  and  devils,  Rotti  viiii  Jj,  34:  **  Wh«  Afftrilaf 
«hy  thing  to  the  charge  of  God'if  elrtft?  It  it  God  thftl 
juft  fieth,  who  is  he  that  cofidemneth?  It  is-Chtift-ttui 
aied,  yea  rather,  that  it  is  rifeti  agaiif>  whO'il«Vet^«t^bft 
yig1)thand  of  God,  who  alfo  rot^kctli  intercflrffioti'folr  osi^ 
And  you  niay  fay  with  David,  Pfalin  iv/!^.  *^  I^Witt  bdth 
lay  me  down  in  fy^acc,  ant!  flccp  J  Fot^'tho^  ^of^f'^nPf 
tnakeft  me  to  dwell  in  fafety.**  Come  life,  cojrftf  ^^^aftb^ 
r  am  lafe  ^'  my  confciehcc  is  di(Burdeae^^  itt#  I  ifilM 
(feafe,  '  -•.'-;:   i     .•:       .. 

^      1.  AdopHdn  it  atiothi^r  of  the  difhes -fff^  this   kw^\ 
.  You. are  not  only  made  a  friexid,  but  a  foti  and  heihri  #fl(i  | 

in  ih\%  fa'crament  you  get  fafint  and  infeftAent  of  the   ^  i 

chilclren's  privilegei»,  relation  and  inheritanft^.     A^i  here  j 

Gbd  faith,  1  Will  be  a  Father  to  thee  }  and^  loti,  th4li 
ihalt  be  evef  with  me.  and  all  that  1  hav^  it  tbino.  Tbte 
flialt  have  my  blefling  and  love,  the  fmtie^  of  my  faee^ 
the  kiflts  ot  my  mouih,  and  the  arms  of  my  grace  to 
fupport  and  preferve  thee.  Phou  (halt  have  my  Son  tot 
thy  tl4er  Brother,  thy  Prieft  and  Advocate ;  my  angeli. 
to  be  thy  guards  $'  my  providence  to  be  thy  protc&or  aa4 
manager  :  Thou  ihalt  have  manna  in  the  wiiderne&,  aiK| 

wat^r 
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urattr  ^ut  of  the  rock*  Thou  (halt  be  my  heir,  and  joint 
Jieif  with  my  eternal  Son  and  Firft-born.  Thoa  (halt 
llave  heaven  for  thy  home^  Chrift's  throne  for  thy  feat, 
nnd  a  kingdom  for  thy  portion  j  an  honourable  maintenance 
^htle  here,  and  an  incorruptible  inheritance  hereafter. 

4*  Anodier  difh  is  peace  of  confcience.  This  is  one 
•f  the  precious  legacies'  which  Chrifl  leaves  in  his  Tefia- 
naent,  which  is  here  fealed,  John  aciv.  I7.  It  is  here 
Chrift  fpeak«  peace  to  his  people  and  to  his  faints,  here 
he  breathes  peace  upon  them,  as  in  Luke  xziv.  56.  Do 
doubts  and  fear^^  arifc  within  you,  that  hinders  you  to  be* 
lieve  the  good  news,  as  with  the  difciples ;  fo  there  k 
diat  in  this  facrament  which  may  check  all  thefe  fears, 
Luke  stxir.  38,  39.  ^^  Why  are  ye  troubled,  and  why  d^ 
thoughts  arife  in  your  hearts  ?  Behold  my  bands  and  my 
leet  that  it  is  I  myfelf  ^  handle  me  and  fee,"  &c.  O  bu€ 
the  prints  of  the  nails  may  calm  the  doubting  conicience^ 
and  quiet  thy  fears. 

5.  Supplies   and   ftrength   to  owr   weak  and  decayed 
^aces.     Here  Chrift^s  flore-houfe  is  opened,  and  we  msLf 
get  grace  for  grace  out  of  his  fulnefs  5  here  the  fmoakin|[ 
iasL  may  be  kindled  into  a  flame,  and  the  bruii^  reedl 
findjfupport^  here  you  may  get  weak  faith  ftrengthened«  cold 
love  enflamed,  weak  defire  kindled,'  repentance  renewed^ 
hope  made  lively,  the  foul  fitted  and  for-tified  for  trialf 
and  fiiffedngs,  and  prepared  for  paftng  through  the  valley 
of  the  fliadow  of  death :  Yea,  *in  a  word,  you  may  get 
ill  your  wants  fupplied,  all  your  grievances  redreffed,  and 
maladies  remedied.     Here  you  may  g<^  a  meal  that  will 
.  both  fatisfy,  and  beget  a  ftomach  in  yoo,  that  will  prove 
life  to  your  foUls  and  poifon  to  your  lafts.     It  is  here  the 
empty  faul  is  filled,  the  ftarving  creature  fed^  the  poor 
^^gar  enriched,  the  hard  heart  ibftened,  the  cold  heart 
warmed,  the  dead  foul  quickened,  the  paralytick  hand 
cured,  tile  blind  eye  enlightened,  the  thir%  heart  fatis- 
fied,  the  feeble  knee  firengthe^ied,  the  ^raightened  heart 
enlarged,  the  wandering  heart  fixed,  the  creeping  defi|;es 
elevated,  the  cloudy  foul  brightened,  and  the  doubtiii|^ 
ibul   refolved.      O   are    not   tbefe   gracious   and   bleffed 
changes  \  lA^tt  you  may  get  strength  againil  your  ftrong 
lulls    and    temptations,    and   furniture   iot  «very   duty^ 
b  as  you  may  pray  with  enlargement,  hear  with  comfort^ 
praiie  with  elevation  of  mind^  and  mtditate  with  delight* 
4  A  0  6a  Here 
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6.  Here  is  Chrift*s  gracious  *  prefenee,  and  a  fight  of 
his  counten^ce  :  That  is  a  rare  delicacy  in  this-  hzQ, 
that  £itisfies  the  (bul,  Pfalm  xvi.  ult.  ^^  In  thy  pfcfence 
is  falncG  of  joy,*'  that  i^as  the  Pfalmtft's  heaven  upon 
earth,  it  is  here  Chrift  tf7fls  with  his  people^  here  he 
walks  wirh  thetD,  and  is  held  by  them  in  the  galleries  ', 
I) ere  he  Tifits  them,  and  holds  communion  with  them,  inti«- 
mates  his  love,  and  kiffes  them  with  the  kifles  of  Jiis 
months  Here  they  fee  the  King  in  his  beauty,  here  the 
faints  have  beheld  the  beanty  of  the  Lord,-  Pfalm  xxvii. 
4.  O  this  is  worth  our  while.  O  let  it  be  our  errand 
this  day  to  meet  with  Chiift,  and  fee  his  bleiTed  face* 
God^t  people  in  air  ages  have  placed  their  happined^  here. 
Abraham  rejoiced  in  a  fight  of  Chrift^  though  a&r  off»  at 
1900  years  diftance.  The  wife  men  thought  it'iworth 
their  while,  to  undertake  a  long  journey  from  tbe^aft  -to 
fee  him,  though  but  new  born.  Old  Sime<Mi  d^re»  to 
fee  no  more  on  earth,  after  he  gets  a  fight  of  htin^  thoag^ 
a  chDd«  Zac^eus  ran  and -climbed  up  a  tree  to  fee  him, 
though  deQiifed  of  men.  O  now  he  is  (hining  in  glory^ 
{hall  we  not  defire  a  fight  of  him  i  David  defired  it  as 
bis  <*  onethiitg,**  Pial.  xxvfi.  though  he  then  wanted  his 
throne  aiid. kingdom.  This  Sporfe  feeks  it  as- htr-  one 
thing,'  Cant.  iii.  3;  **  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  lov- 
.e{h  V^  O  but  a^  fight  of  him  would  make  your  face  to 
ffaihe,^  t  fight  of  hitn  in  his  love,  in  bi^  dyed  gami^ntSy 
treading  out  the  wine-prefs  alon^* 

«  7.  Another  diili  is,  the  comfort  of  his  S{»rit,  and  the 
faring  up  yourinterefl  in  Chnft  and  glory,  a  fi^  of 
heavfen  and  your  names  written  in  the  book  of  Ute»  fo  xkbt 
all  your  feartf  may  be  fcattered,  objeftigns  anfwer^^  doubts 
refcdvedf  and  likewife  the  cfvidences  of  your  grlw^  clear- 
ed up  to  you,  fo  that,  though  you  doubted  befofe.,if  you 
'  had  faith^  yet  now  you  may  be  enabled  to  fay  with  the 
poor  ma[it|  ^  Lord,  I  believe.**  You  doubted  brfore  of 
your  love,  btit  now  you  may  fay  with  P^er,  ^'  Lord^  thou 
that  kifowefl;  all  things,  knoweft  that  I  love  thee.**.  Yoa 
doubted  before  of  ^our  iatereftin  Chrift,  but  now  you  cto 
fily  with  Thomas,  ^'  My  Lord,  and  my  God,  wkh  Job, 
*^  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  >  and  with  Pau!,  ^*  i 
know  in  whom  i'have  believed.**  - 

Thus  I  liave  (hewn  you  fbme  of  the  ricll  provtfion  and 
noble  etitertaittment  prepared  in  this  banquet  before  you : 
yea,  you  fee  it  is  not  only  rich  provifiooi  but  there  are 

choice 
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choice. rarities  here,  hidden  manna,  angels  food  *y  yea^  not 
only  choice^  but  plenty  and  variety,  food  adapted  to  our 
fouls  nature  and  faculties ;  food  to  nourifli,  ftrengthen, 
delight  and  refrelh  the  foul.  Here  is  fopd  futtable  to  all 
the  facuUieSy  light  to  the  mind,  peace  to  the  confcience, 
fatisfaSjon  to  the  will,  and  food  for  all  the  affediont. 
Here  love  may  fatisfy  itfelf  in  embracing  the  chief  among 
ten  thoufands.  Deiire  may  fatisfy  itfelf  in  clsfping  the 
deiire  of  all  nations.  Delight  may  here  bathe  itielf 
in  the  xiver  of  pleafure^  In  a  word,  what  ca9  the 
ibnl  need  but  is  here  ^  For  Chrift  is  made  of  God  to  us 
wifdom,  righteou&efs,  iandlification  and  redemption.  Here 
it  pi^ecious  blood  to  parge  away  our  deep  guilt ;  here  is 
perfect  rtghteoufnefs  to  cover  our  naked  foul ;  here  are 
Ticbes,  and  unfearchable  riches  in  Chrift,  righteoulbefit 
for  our  juftificationi  and  grace  for  our  fan^ificadon  ^  her« 
all  tUngs  are  ^ven  us  richly  to  enjoy,  here  hope  may 
£eed,  on  the  gregt  and  precious.  promifes«  > 

2.  At  feafis  there  ufed  to  be  la  vers  for  the  gueils  to 
waih  in,  as  al  the  marriage  feaft  in  Cana  of  Galilee^  where 
.were  fks,  vKater«-pOts  fet  for  purification,  John  u»  6*,  Doth 
fenfe  of  defilement  fcare  you  from  partaking  ^  Behold 
here  it  s^  fountain  opened)  Zeoh  xiii.  i.  O  come  and 
waih  in  it,  |hat  ye  may  be  fit  to  coropafs  God%  altar,  and 
fit  dowii  at  his  table* 

3«  At  baiu|uet&  there  ufes  to  be  mirth  and  chearful^ 
nefs  ^  so  here,  when  prodigal  finners  firil  return  to  their 
Father,  he  hath  mirth  and  mufic  to  entertain  them.  See 
Luke  xy»  24.  The  tidings  of  Chriil's  purchafe,  and  the 
piromifes,  are  the  beft  mufic  and  melody  in  the  world  : 
The  n^yrt  of  what  he  bath  done  and  fiiffered,  ought  to  fill 
your  heairtft  aod  lips  with  the  high  prajfes  of  God,  and 
thankful  admiration  of  Chdil  and  redeeming  lovew  O 
belie v«rsy  confider,  you  are  not  come  like  mourners  to  a 
funeral,  but  like  children  to  your  Father^  fead^  a  royal 
feaft,  ''I  will  bring  them  to  my^holy  mountain,  and  make 
them  joyful  m*myk  houfe  of  prayer,  faith  the  Lord  :''  So 
^that  ye  may  eat  this  bread  with  joy ,  and  drink  this  Wine 
v?ith  a  merry  heart,  in  hopes  of  God^s  accepting  you  and 
your  lacrifice,  Ecclef.  ix.  7. 

4*  At  feaCls  there  is  the  mafter  of  the  feaft,  to  bid  the 
gnefis  welcome  3  as  read>  is  the  Father  to  welcome  the 
prodigal  child.     Chrifl  is  the  Mafter  of  this  feaft,  he  hath 
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lent  fortk  hh  fervants^  to  call  and  ifiTite  you  to  the  feafly 
and  now  he  is  come  to  the  table  to  bid  you  welcbnl^,  as 
Cant.  V.  r.  *^  Eat,  O  friends,  drioky  yea,  drink  abun- 
dantly, O  beloved.** 

'  5.  At  feafts  there  are  fervants  to  attend  the  gueft9  ; 
here  the  mtnifters  are  ftewards  and  fervants  to  attend 
Chrift's  gueft$  at  this  feaft  :  And  their  work  is  to  diredfc 
you  to  tbe  table,  and  to  give  every  one  their  portion  of 
saeat  In  due  feafon.  God  grant  we  give  not  the  childrens 
btead  to  dogs,  and  them  tnat  have  no  right  to  it.  We 
know  not  the  heart,  ye  all  have  profeffed  yourfelves  to  be 
children,  Q  do  not  mock  God  and  his  fervants* 

6.  Here  is  a  bleffiog  craved  by  the  Mailer  of  jthis  feaft  j 
yea,  be  has  corom;)nded)  and  wBl  command  the  blefiings, 
and  his  fervants  are  to  pray  for  the  virtue  of  that  blcfling 
to  this  table* 

7.  At  a  feaft  thete  is  good  company.  O  there  is  rare 
Company  at  this  feaft.  **  The  King  fits  at  his  table,*' 
Cant.  i.  iz*  even  the  King  of  glory,  Chrift  himfeif  Is 
there  prefect,  and  the  Father  alio  }  for  iti  this  feaft  we 
have  &llowfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  through 
the  holy  Spirit.  Here  the  children  of  God,  yea  the  glo- 
lious  faints  above,  fit  at  this  table,  and  ftiare  with  n%  in 
this  feaft.  It  is  true,  they  fit  at  the  upper  end  of  the  ta- 
ble, and  we  at  the  lower  end.  They  have  better  appe« 
tites,  better  mufic  y  they  feed  On  a  naked  Chrift,  we  by 
>figns  and  fymbols  ^  but  we  have  all  the  fame  cheer.  Q 
what'  a  great  and  good-  company  is  here  !  We  read  of 
Belfhazzar  that  made  a  feaft  for  a  thou&nd  of  his  lords, 
Dan.  V,  I.  But  here  is  a  feaft  for  many  thouiands,  yea, 
to  all  believers,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  an  open  free  feaft, 
lia.  XXV.  And  we  read  that  Ahafuerus  made  a  feaft  to 
all  his  i^rinces  and  fervants,  which  lafted  one  hundred  and 
eighty  days,  £fth.  i.  4.  But  here  is  a  feaft  which  lafts 
to  all  eternity. 

III.  As  to  the  third  head,  why  he  prepares  fuch  a 
feaft  for  his  people  f  j^n/.  i.  To  be  a  foletnn  memorial 
of  his  love  to  finners,  in  fuffering  and  dying  for  them  j 
and  this  nemorial  is  to  be  kept  up  through  all  genera- 
tions till  Cbrift's  fecohd  coming.  Juft  fo  the  paffover 
was  a  commemorating  feaft  to  the  Ifraelites  of  their  pro- 
tection and  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt* 

2.  To  difcover  his  infinite  riches  and  goodnefs  to  poor 
finners.     So  Ahafuerus^  Efthei  i.  3.  4.  ^*  made  a  feaft  to 

all 
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all  Us  prtitcei  aod  fervants,  t9  fiiew  tbem  the  riches  of  bk 
circeUent  iwijefty." 

^.  To  exprcfs  the  ]oj  and  fatfefaAioa  he  hath  in  the 
believer's  coming  to  him.  The  Father  ^  the  prodigals 
e^jdeneed  hi.«  joy  for  the  return  of  his  Son  (who  was  dead 
and  now  a1Ive«  loft  add  fourid)  by  a  feaR  and  mufic  O 
believers,  this  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  Chriil's  heart; 
^d  is  he  to  fee  his  prodigals  returning,  and  this  feaft  1% 
the  welcome  home*  ^ 

4*  To  exprefs  his  love  to  believers,  aad  that  he  mi^ht 
have  9pportuaity  of  nearer  cotsmunion  and  fellowNhip  witb 
them.  At  feaita«  people  have  great,  fieedom  and  familt* 
aiity  with  one  aoother,  mutual  exprefsions  of  kindnefs* 
comiouiMCalring  of  iecreti*  rejoicing  in  one  another. .  O 
bt|t  mimyff  piior  foul  has  been  ravKhed  with  ChridV  love 
here,  and  with  the  wine  of  his  confolation  }  he  hath  mad^ 
IMO  diioof^emi  of  his  love  to  them.  • 

5c  To^satffy  »nd  conirm  the  covenant  between  God  and 
t$^ .  1%  tnas  i^ual  in  the  eaftem  -countries  to.  ratify  joo»* 
|M&<:  and  jcovenants,  by  eating  and  drinking  together*  S9 
W^aJt  til  thf^'coVenapt  a»de/between  liaac  and  ^bimc^ 
k4:h,  fee  Gen>  Xxvi..  23,  5p«  AndJo  it  wan  a  {edpa4  ^^^ 
between  Laban-and  Jacob,  Gem  jluu.  46.  betweea  jJie 
J/taelife$.and.Gibeonites,  jo^ma  ix- i4  bettween  pdvid 
ini  Abfieri*  x  ban,  iir«  2j.  Conftder  then^  |bi»  i$  a  co^ 
venanting  feaft^  here  a  fulemn.  bargain  betweeo,  ,Opd  aod 
OS  is  fcaled  and  ratiEedi.  What  is  the  bargain  f  i  See,  t}ie 
tenof  of^ihe  covenant,  A^s  »9i.  31-  *'  Relieve  on  the 
Xtordt  Jefiiis  Chfiii,  and  thoir  fiiah  be  faved/^  .  jGLere  we 
engage  to  believe  in  Chj^iili.  and  Chrift  engages  to  lave  y^ 
HesJl  Go4  proq^ife^  to, be.  to  m  a  God^  and  we..promiie  to 
be  to  him  a  people.  Here  God  promifes  aind  fc^ls  the 
benefits,  of  the  covenant  on  his  part,  and  we  promTie  and 
feal  the  d^ti^s  of  the  covenant  on  our  part*  mre  God^^ 
giving  the  fignt  is  a  ftal  on  his  part,  and  oar  takfng  them 
18  a  feal  on  outs..  Here  Chri0  givea  us  his  foul  and  body 
to  fdve  OS,  and  we  give  our  fouls  and  bodies  to  serve  kiri^ 
Heco  G^od  binds,  himfelf  tp  be  faithful^  and  we  bind  our- 
ielves  to  be  conftant.  Yea,  we  here  fwear  allegiance  to 
Chrift  over  his  broken  body  and  fticd  bloodr 

6.  To.  be  a  cordial  to  his  poor  fainting  oney,  and  for 
Arengiheuing^the  weak  and  feeble  of  his  people.  Many 
ef  hiy  people  are  fore  ct^il  down,  and  have  dwelt  long  with 
leacs  and  horrors  ;  and  this  is  relief  to  them,  here  Chrift 
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fmilcs,  and  fpeaks  peace.  Others  arc  weak  in  grace^h^r« 
be  brings  them  fupplies  •,  here  the  decayed  have  reitewed 
their  ftrength  ;  here  the  lame  have  been  made  to  leap  as 
an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  sing. 

7.  To  fortify  and  encourage  ai^ainft  all  diffioiikies  and 
trials  we  may  meet  with  in  Chrift^  fervice.  We  are  to 
look  for  reproaches  and  perfecutions,  if  we  hold  faft  by 
Christ.  SataB  and  the  world  will  not  be  idle,  fee  Heb» 
X.  23.  Here  is  a  meal  and  cordial  to  hearten  us  for  it  ^ 
and  fome  have  met  with  that  in  this  feaft  which  hath  made 
them  chearfuUy  venture  on  fufferings^  and  refolve  never 
to  leave  Cbrifi.  An  hour  of  fealiog  animates  the  foul  for 
an  hour  of  fuffering.  If  the  Redeemer  fimle  on  us,  and 
his  love  be  (hcd  abroad  in  our, hearts,  we  can  bear  any 
thing,  fufier  any  thing,  lofe  any  thing,  and  not  be^dif- 
couraged.  O  thea  come,  and  take  in  provifion  again  ft  the 
evil  day,  for  ye  have  a  wildernefi*  to  go  through.  Elijah 
was  excited  to  take  a  double  meal,  for  his  journey  .was 
long.  So  if  you  would  have  ftrength  for  your  journey,  O 
here  you  may  have  it  ^  here  is  food  more  fubMing,  dur* 
able,  and  nouriftiing  than  Elijah's  cake* and  cruife  of  water, 
of  which  he  ate  and  drank,  and  in  the  ftrength  pf  that 
meal  went  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  unto  Horeb  thtt 
mount  of  God,  i  Kings  xtx»  6.  8,  What  bread  and  wine 
afibrd  to  the  body,  the  fame  doth  Ch  rift's  body  and  blood 
in  the  facraroeht,  received  by  faith,  a£Foid  to  the  foul,  viz. 
Ilrengthening,  comforting,  nourlftiment.  And  who  but  a 
madman  would  be  fo  cruel  to  himfelf,  as  to  deny  his  faiat 
bady  its  ftated  meals  and  relief?  O  may  it  not,  hearten 
you,  that  whatever  your  ftraits,  bodily  wants,  ex  necefti- 
ties  are,  and  however  ye  may  be  dcfptfed,  you  have  a'grept 
King  that  honours  you,  owns  you,  takes  you  to  feaft  with 
himfelf  here,  and  will  fhortly  caU  you  to  the  marriage 
fupper  of  the  Lamb,  above. 

8.  To  wean  you  from  the  vain  pleafures.  and  comforts 
cf  the  world,  and  from  fenfual  delights  j  and  to  make  you 
long  for  that  glorious  and  full  feast  above.  This  is  a  fore«> 
tafte  of  it,  and  fliould  ftir  up  a  hunger  for  it  ^  for  this  feast 
is  the  £ift  fruits  of  heaven* 

Improvement  I.  1  infer  what  a  horrid  calumny  it  is, 
that  is  i^aifed  againft  the  ways  of  Chrift  by  the  devil  f nd 
the  world,  that  they  are  fad  and  melancholy,  of  purpoie 
to  fright  men  from  them..  No,  you  fee  Chrift  has  royal 
fc&fts  for  bi%|ieople,  the  world  knows  little  of.      A  .be* 

licvcr 
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Jieyer  would  not  give  a  crumb  of  this  fjHritual  fcaA  for 
many  days  of  worldly  feafts. 

!!•  Admire  his  condefceaiion,  that  the  Lord  of  glory 

fhould  make  fuch  a  feafl  for  begaars,   fee  Luke  xir.  21. 

Poor  wofmSf  vile  finners,  will  he  call  us,  that  deferve 

not  a  dog's  crumb  beneath  the  table,  to  come  and  fit 

down  with  the  children  at  the  table  ?  O  what  are  we  that 

I  he  (hould  deal  fo  wi'h  us,  (ini.ers   vile   as  the  mire,  and 

black  as  hell.     You  have  far  greater  caufe  to  wonder  at 

this  privilege  than  Mephibofheth,  2  Sam.  ix.  7.  *'  David 

faid  to  him,  I  will  furely  fhew  thee  kindnefs  for  Jonathaa 

'  thy  father^s  fake,  and  will  reftore  thee  all  the  land  of 

Saul  thy  father,  and  thou  (halt  eat  bread  at  my  table 

I  continually.'^     Obferve  his  anfwer,  "  What  is  thy  fervant, 

I  that  thou  ihouldft  look  upon  fuch  a  dead  dog  as  I  ani  V^ 

I  III.  How  unexcufable  arc  they  who  flight  this  feaft, 

i  that  has  coft  Chrift  fo  dear,  more  than  ten  thoufand  king* 

doms^  ^  He  has  made  all  things  ready,  and  has  been  caU 

^ng  finners  to  come.     Confider  how  grievoufly  the  King 

took  it,  when  he. made  his  marriage.fupper,  and  thofe 

that  were  bidden  would  not  come,  Luke  xiv.  24- 

IV.  ExhTtatian,     O  communicants   who   have  beea 

preparing  for  this  feaft,  come  away  to  the  marriage,  all 

I  things  are  ready  on  Chrifl's  part.     Object,  But  how  (hail 

i  I  get  accefs  to  the  banqueting  houfe  !*  Anfm,  Employ 

[  Chrift  to  bring  you  in.     It  is  he  alone  that  brings  his 

I  fpoufe  in.     You  may  come. to  the  table^  and  get  the  out« 

ward  elements,  b^it  unlefs   Chrift  bring  you  in  to  the 

banqu^tipg  houfe,  ye  will  not  be  taken  in.     It  is  only 

Chrtft  c^n  give  you  appetites^  and  clothjc  you  with  the; 

Redding- garment  \  it  is  only  he  that  can  quicken  the 

dead  foul,  and  ftrengthen  the  weak,  *'  I  can  do  all  thing& 

through  Chrijft  ftrenf thening  me,"  faith  Paul.     He  only 

can  (end  tl^c    Comforter,  the  north  and  fouth  gales  of 

the  Spirit.     He  only  c^n  remove  the  burden  of  fin,  and 

take  away  the  heart  of  ftone,  difiblve  doubts,  and  feat- 

ter  clouds.     O  look  and  long  for  him  then  to  bring  you 

in,  and  fay  with  thofe  in  John  xi.  ^6,  *'  What  think  yc, 

will  he  come  to  the  feaft  ?''  .  Will  he  bring  me  into  thq 

banqueting  houfe  4  will  he  touch  my  heart  and  take  pie 

by  the  hand  ?  Poor  finner,  I  will  tell  you  whom  he  ivill 

bring  in.     It  is  true,  it  is  not    every  one  ^   many  come 

thronging  to  the  feaft  that  have  no  ground  to  exped  to 

l>e  tak^n  in.     But  there  are  fome  he  will  bring  in,  and 

Vol.  III.  ♦    4  B  they 
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they  arc  Aefc  :  i.  The  hungry  ttnd  thirfty  fian^r,  tliat  w 
longing  for  a  meeting  with  Chrift,  feniibte  of  his  need9 
and  wants,  and  crjing,  O  a  crumb  from  his  hand,  a  drop 
from  his  wounds,  a  fealof  pardon  from  that  tabic,"  clfc  I 
die.  Thcfc  have  a  promife  to  be  jllled.  2.  The  poor 
broken  hearten  humbled  foul,  that  has  a  deep  fenfe  of  his 
own  notkingnefs  and  unworthinefs,  faying  1  am  nat  wor- 
thy that  Cbrifl  (hould  come  under  my  roof,  and  far  Icrft 
worthy  that  I^ (hould  come  under  Chrift's  roof, 'my  fins 
,  are  f«  many  and  great.  Is  ther^  any  ftandin;^  afar  off 
with  the  publican,  afraid  to  come  to  the  holy  table,  fey« 
ing,  *'  God  be  merciful  ta  me  a  finner,**  Chrift  wilf 
^ome  to  fuch,  Ifa.  Ivii.  15.  "  He  will  revive  the  fpirit 
of  the  humble,  and  the  heart  of  the  contrite  oncs.*^ 
3.  The  yoor  praying  and  wreftling  foul,  that  has  been 
putting  up  xpany  a  petition,  $gh  and  groan  for  accefs, 
faying,  *•  Q  that  I  knew  where  to  find  him  V^  O  when 
wilt  thou  come  unto  me,  how  long  wilt  thou  hicfe  thy 
Jfccc  ?  O  have  ye  been  flornnng  heaven  with  your  cries 
laft  week,  laft  night,  and  this  morning  ?  Have  ye  been 
l^nocking  for  the  opening  of  the  doot  or  the  banqueting 
!houie  ?  He  will  come  and  bring  fuch  in.  4.  All  the 
friends  andt  lovers  of  ChriS  will  be  taken  in*  O  $nner,' 
art  thou  fuch,  fee  thy  warrant  and  thy  welcome.  Cant. 
"w.  I.  O,  fay  fome,  I  cannot  be  a  friend  to  Chrift  j  but 
,1  wife  him  well,  and  his  people  and  intereft.'  I  cannot 
fay  I'm  a  true  lover  of  Chriflf  j^  but  I  find  mj^  heart 
glowing  and  wanning  with  defirc  to  him,  an<^  I  v^^ld 
give  aff  the  world  I  hadi  thefe  glowings  kindFted' rnito  $ 
iiame.  Take  courage,  poor  foul,  Chrift  will  ntrt  qu^ndi 
the  finoakiag  fiax,  he  will  blow  it  tip  into^  a  iame,  an<f 
take  thee  in.  *  j.  All  fincere  dovcnantingfotils,  that  have 
been  yeftemi^ht  and  this  tnoraing  honeftly  consenting  to 
the  bargain  offered  in  the  gofpel,  cent  eht  t«*  clofe' withi 
Chrift  as  he  oflfers  himfelf,  to  renounce  their  idols  an<i 
lufts,  and  to  give  Chrift  their  Hearts/  Is  there  any  foul 
■willtBg  to  open  tp  Chrift  ^  O  rfien  he  wiH  take  you  in. 
Rev  iii.  20.  *'  If  any  man  open  the  door,  I  wiH  come 
in  to  him,  and  will  lup  with  hinr,  and^  he'iji^ith  me/*.  Q 
poor  fihners,  that  never  opened  your  hearts  to  Chrift;  be 
i^rfuaded  to  open  to  k  bountiful  Lord ;  o(>ea  your  hearts 
to  him,  and  he  will  open  his  .banqueting  hoofe  to  you. 
O  finncr,  baft  thou  no  need  of  Chrift's  daintiel  I  Art  thoii 
|iot  a  poor,  periihing,  ftarving  foul,  a  fiainiflied  prodigal, 

--     •  ■     '    '•    an* 


to  Sacramental  MediutioHi.  j^6i 

and  ncedcft  thou  not  the  bread  of  life  >  Chrift  is  at  the 
ioor  with  variety  of  bleflings,  and  res^dv  to  open  his 
banqueting-houfe  to  you,  O  will  ye  open  to  him  ?  Con» 
fider  that  if  ye  do  not  accept  of  Chrift,  he  may  pafs  fuch 
a  fentcncc  againft  you,  as  in  Luke  xiv.  24.  "  For  1  fay 
un^  you,  that  none  of  thefe  men  which-  were  bidden 
fliall  tafte  of  my  fupper."  O,  will  it  not  be  dreadful  to 
fce  the  faints  fitting  at  the  royal  feaft  in  heaven,  and  you 
yourfelves  Ihut  out,  like  a  company  of  ftarving  beggars 
ftanding  about  the  doors  where  the  marriage-fupper  is 
kept?  They  fee  the  lights,  and  behold  the  rich  diihes 
carried  up  \  they  hear  the  mirth  and  mufic  of  the  guefts« 
but  not  a  bit  comes  to  their  (hare. 

But  as  for  you  that  are  content  to  accept  of  Chrift  on 
his  own  terms,  come  away  to  the  marriaf^e-fupper,  Chrift 
the  Mafter  of  the  feaft  invites  you,  and  Will  make  you 
.  welcome.     And  in  coming  to  this  feaft,  observe  the  fol- 
lowing dirediions. 

i^  Come  with  holy  awe  and  reverence  of  God,  the 
Mafter  and  Maker  of  this  feaft.  If  ye  were. going  to  a 
prince's  table,  you  would  have  fome  awe  upon  your  fpirits  ^ 
mind  the  Mafter  of  this  feaft  is  a  glorious,  holy  and  jea<* 
\o\xi  God,  that  will  not  be  mocked.  ^ 

2.  Cotne  with  a  pure  heart  and  clean  hands,  wafti  yonr* 
hearts  in  the  tears  of  true  repentance,  cleanfe  them  of  all 
filth,  through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  which  cleanfeth  froni 
all  fin,  otherwife  you  wHl  aflPront  the  Mafter  of  this 
feaft.  Should  a  beggar  that  has  been  wallo\^ing  in  a 
puddle,  intrude  himfelf  in  that  condition  into  a  princess 
company,  fit  down  at  his  table,  and  dip  his  befineared 
hands  into  the  fame  di(h  with  him,  how  would  he  take 
it  ?  O  come  not  with  filthy  rags  and  filthy  hand)  to  this 
hcly  table,  but  repent  of  every  fin,  renounce  eyery  fin, 
and  refolve  againft  every  fin. 

3.  Come  with  a  holy  fear  and  jealousy  over  yourfelves, 
afraid  th^t  you  be  not  ready.  Cry,  Lord,  let  me  not 
wrqng  Chrift. or  my  own  foul,  this  day  !  O  let  me  not  be« 
tray  the  ^on  of  God  with  a  kifs  5  O  let  me  not  murder 
Chrift  or  my  own  foul,  contrad  blood- guiltinefs,  or  drink 
damnation.  O  what  if  1  want  the  wedding-garment  when 
the  King  conaeR  in  to  view  the  guefts  ! 

4.  Come  with  a  broken  and  bleeding  heart  to  Yiew  the 
flain  Lamb.  O  will  pot  the  dying  groans  and  bleeding 
t?ound$.of  Chrift  move  you  ?  When  you  fee  hsn  ftretched 
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out  and  nailed,  will  ye  not  cry,  O  behold  my  Saviour  that 
was  nailed  for  me,  dying  with  love  in  his  heart,  and 
fmiles  in  his  face  ;  O  it  was  my  fins  drove  in  thefe  nails. 
Remember;  the  ftm  vailf  d  his  face  in  the  time  of  Chrift's 
fdiferin^s,  fainted  at  the  light,  and  could  not  look  ;  O 
vail  yours,  retire  inwardly,  and  take  amends  of  fin  the 
caufe  of  his  fafferings. 

c.  Have  on  the  wedding  g:arment  •,  viz.  Faith  xn  a 
Redeemer^  ri^hteoufnefs.  Come  relying  on  him  for 
acceptance,  and  look  to  him  for  ftrength  and  furniture  ^ 
look  up  to  hhn,  O  dead  foul,  for  life  and  quickening- 
How  unfeemly  will  it  be  to  fee  a  company  of  dead  corpfc  . 
fct  down  to  the  fcaft  of  the  living  God  ?  O  be  z€dng 
faith  in  a  lively  manner  on  Chrift,  for  faith  is  the  life  of 
all :  O  cgimc  reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  beljold  Chrift's 
hands,  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  feel  the  prints  of  the 
nails,  and  mark  of  the  fpear,  and  cry  with  Thomas,' 
*'  My  Lord  and  my  God  j  here  will  1  reft,  and  here  wili 
I  ftay.*'  In  the  clefts  of  his  wounds  my  foul  ihall  take 
fhelter,  where  juftice  fhall  not  reach  me. 

6.  Come  with  love,  for  it  is  a  love-fcaft.  O  love 
Chrift,  that  is  both  the  Mafter,  the  Maker,  and  natter  of 
the  feaft.  Chrift^s  heart  is  burning  and  bleeding  with 
love  to  you,  O  let  yours- do  fo  to  him.  Without  love 
ye  have  nothing  to  do  here,  Cbme  alfo  with  love  and 
charity  to  all  men,  be  ready  to  forgive  every  one,  as  ye 
woiald  4iavc  God  to  forgive  you. 

7.  Come  with  panting  and  thirfting  defires,  to  fee  and 
meet  with  Chrift,  faying»  I  care  not  who  be  here,  if 
Chrift  be  abfent..  O  the  defire  of  my  foul  is  towards  him 
and  the  remembrance  of  Lis  name. 

8.  Come  with  ex pedation,. depending  only  on  ChriftV 
merits, 'God's  promi&s,  and  free  mercy  m  Chiift,  greedi- 
ly cxpefting  fomething  from  Chrift  this  day,  as  the  ^oor 
cripple  man  did  from  Peter  and  John,  A6ts  iif*  4.  5. 
t*  And  Peter  faftening  bis  eyes  upon  him,  with  John, 
ftid,  look  on  us.  And  Yk^  gave  heed  unto  them,  exptA- 
ing  to  receive  fomething  of  them.*'  We  ordinarily  re- 
ceive little,  becaufe  we  expe£^  Httle.  O  railie  your  dc- 
iires  and  expe£bktion5,  for  you  come  to  a  nierci^l  and  a 
liberal  God,  that  will  not  Ict'the  expe&ation  of  the  poor 
pertftt,  Pfalm  ix.  18. 

9.  Come  refigning  yourfelves  to  Chrift.  Give-Up  your 
hearts  to  Chrift,  faying,  Lord,  1  have  no  facrifig«  to  bring 
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butmjiieatt.  O  that  it  wete  a  thoufand  timet  better 
than  it  is,  it  (hould  be  thine  ;  Lord|  accept  of  the  poor 
facrifice* 

10.  Come  with  admiration  and  praile*  O  the  high' 
prai{es  of  God  fhall  be  in  our  mouths  :  wonder  and  praife 
God  for  the  contrivance  of  our  redemption,  and  for  mak- 
ing choice' of  fuch  a  Redeemer*  O  wonder  and  praife 
our  Redeemer  for  leaving  his  throne  of  glory  for  a  man- 
ger ^  yea,  for  a  crofs.  and  a  grave,  and  all  for  the  fake  of 
us.  Say,  '*  Lord,  what  am  I,  that  thou  (houldft  part 
with  thy  glory,  yea,  with  thy  blood  and  life  for  fuch  a 
wretch  as  I  am  ^  O  how  am  I  aihamed,  that  I  love  thee 
no  more  \  my  heart  is  cold,  my  tongue  is  flow,  I  cannot 
love,  J  cannot  praife.  O  let  heaven  and  earth,  angels 
and  men,  join  and  extol  his  free  grace  and  wondrous 
love.'*  If  ye  come  in  fuch  a  frame,  you  will  be  taken 
into  the  banqueting  houfe,  and  his  banner  over  you  wilL 
be  love.  And  this  leads  me  to  fpeak  a  word  to  the  baH" 
ner  of  love. 

Chrift  upon  the  crofs  hath  lifted  up  a  banner  of  love, 
he  hath  declared  himfelf  willing  to  receive  every  foul  that 
will  come  under  his  banner,  and  lift  himfelf  to  fight  un« 
der  his  coloni;8.  As  ye  are  profeffing  to  leave  the  devil's 
ftandard,  and  come  to  Chrift,  by  taking  your  facrament, 
(which  ufed  to  be  a  military  oath  among  the  Romans) 
'  and  fwearing  allegiance  to  Chrift  \  O  mitnd  ye,  are  not  to 
draw  back,  but  to  follow  the  Captain  of  your  falvation, 
and  fight  againft-the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  fiefli.  If 
ye  perjure  yourfelves,  and  return  to  your  old  ways,  fay- 
ing, welcome,  drunken  cups,  bloody  oaths,  lying.  &&. 
ye  will  incur  all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  and  vengeance  of 
the  gofpel  alfo.  O  ye  will  fink  deeper  into  hell  than  o- 
thers,  and  ye  will  be  made  to  cry,  would  to  God  I  had 
been  the  fi>n  of  a  Pagan  or  Mahometan.  Wherefore 
own  and  ftand  by  the  banner  of  Chrift ;  and  to  encourage 
yoi^  to  ftedfaftnefs,  keep  in  mind  that  you  have,  i.  A 
noble  General,  who  hath  already  conquered,  and  is  readi* 
to  join  you  in  the  fight.  2.  A  noble  caufe  \  it  is  the 
[•  Lord's  battle,  they  are  God's  enemies,  and  enemies  to 

your  fouls  alfo.  3.  You  have  noble  weapons^,  the  ihield 
of  faith,  fword  of  the  Spirit,  &c.  they  arc  impenetrable 
and  full  proof.  4.  Noble  pay,  a  white  ftone,  a  crown, 
and  a  new  name,  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter,    5.  Ye 
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